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polarise * polychlorinated biphenyl

po-lar-ise Brit var of POLARIZE

po-larlity \pa-'ler-a-t&\ n, pl -ties : the condition of hav-
ing poles and esp, magnetic or electrical poles

po:lars.za-tion \,pd-la-ra-"zd-shan\ n 1 : the action of po-
larizing : the state of being polarized 2 : concentration
about opposing extremes

poslarsize V'po-lo-,riz\ vb -ized; -lz-Ing 1 : to cause (light
waves) to vibrate In a definite way 2 : to give physical
polarity to 3 : to break up into opposing groups

pol-der \'pal-dor, 'piil-\ » [D] : a tract of low land re-
claimed from the sea

Tpole \'p6l\ # : a long slender piece of wood or metal {tele-
phone ~-)

2pole vb poled; pol-ing : to impel or push with a pole {(~
a boat)

3pole n 1 : either end of an axis esp. of the earth 2 : ei-
ther of the terminals of an electric device (as a battery
or generator) 3 : one of two or more regions in a mag-
netized body at which the magnetism is concentrated —
polesward \'pol-ward\ adj or ady

pole.ax \'pal-aks\ o : a battle-ax with o short handle

2poleax vb : to attack or fell with or as if with a poleax
pole-cat \'pol-kat\ n, pl polecats or palecat 1 : a Euro-
pean carnivorous mammal of which the ferret is consid-
ered a domesticated variety 2 : SKUNK

polecat 1

po-lem.ic \pa-'le-mik\ # : the art or practice of disputa-
tion — usu. used in pl. — po.em.i-cal \-mi-kal\ also
po-lem:ic \-mik\ adf — po.lem:.cist \-sist\ n
pole-star \'pol-stir\ n 1 : NORTH STAR 2 : a directing
principle : GUIDE
pole vauit » : a ficld contest in which each contestant uses
a pole to vault for height over a crossbar — pole—vault
wh — pole—vault-er n
1paslice \pa-'lés\ vi posliced; po.lic.ing 1 : to control, reg-
ulate, or keep in order esp. by use of palice {~ a high-
way) 2 : to make clean and put in order {peficed up the
concert site)
2police n, pl police [F, government, fr. OF, fr. LL politia,
fr. Gk politeia, fr. polités citizen, Ir. polis clty, siate] 1
+ the department of government that keeps public order
and safety and enforces the laws; afse : the members of
this department 2 : a private organization resembling a
police force; alve : its members 3 @ military personnel
detailed to clean and put in order
po:lice-man \-man\ # : POLICE OFFICER
police officer n : a member of a police force
police state » : a state characterized by repressive, arbi-
trary, totalitarian rule by means of secret police
po:liceswom.an \pa-'lés-wi-man\ # : a woman who is a
police officer
Tpoldscy Vpii-lo-sé\ n, pl -cies : a definite course or method
of action stlected to guide and determine present and fu-
ture decisions
2policy n, pl -cies : a writing whereby a contract of insur-
ance is made
pol-i.cy-hold.er \'pi-lo-sé-,hol-dar\ n : one granted an in-
surance policy
po:dio \'pa-16-,0\ 1 : POLIOMYELITIS — polio acdf
po.lio.my.elitis \-ymi-o-"li-tas\, # : an acute virus diseasc
marked by inflammation of the gray matter of the spinal
cord leading usu. to paralysis
1poldsh \'pi-lish\ v# 1 : to make smooth and glossy usu.
by rubbing 2 : to refine or improve in manners, condi-
tion, or style
?polish i 1 : a smooth glossy surface : LUSTER 2 : RE-
FINEMENT, CULTURE 3 : the action or process of polish-
ing 4 :a preparation used to produce a gloss
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Poliish \'po-lish\ » : the Slavic language of the Poles —
Polish adf

polit abbr political; politician

po-litbu.ro \'pi-lat-byir-6, 'pd-, po-lit\ n [Russ polit-
byurs] : the principal policy-making commitiee of a
Communist party

poddite \pa-lit\, adf po-liter; -est 1 : REFINED, CULTI
VATED {~ societyd 2 : marked by correct social conduct
1 COURTEOUS; also ;| CONSIDERATE, TACTFUL — podite-ly
adv — posdite.ness n

po-listesse \,pii-li-"tes\ n [F] : formal politeness

poldstic \'pli-la-tik\ adf 1 : wise in promolting a policy <a
~ statesmand 2 : shrewdly tactful ¢a ~ move)

politd.cal \pa-'li-ti-kal\ adi 1 : of or relating to govemn-
ment or politics 2 : involving or charged or concerned
with acts against a government or a political system {~
prisonersy — poditd.caldy \-k(a-)I\ adv

politically correct adi : conforming to a belief that lan-
guage and practices which could offend sensibilities (as
in matters of sex or race) should be eliminated — politi-
cal correctness n

poli-ti:cian \,pi-lo-"ti-shon\ n : a person actively engaged
in government or politics

poli-tick \'pii-la-,tik\ vb : to engage in political discussion
or activity

po-lit-i-co \pa-'li-tiko\ n, p/ -cos also -coes : POLITI-
CIAN

pol-istics \'pa-la-tiks\ n sing or pI 1 : the art or science
of government, of guiding or influencing governmental
policy, or of winning and helding control over n govern-
ment 2 : political affairs or business; esp @ compelition
between groups or individuals for power and leadesship
3 : political opinions

pol-i-ty \'pi-la-t&\ n, pi -ties : a politically organized unit;
alse : the form or constitution of such a unit

pol:Ka \'pdl-ka, "pd-ke\ # [Czech, fr. Polka Polish woman,
fem. of Poldik Pole] : a lively couple dance of Bohemian
origin; also : music for this dance — polka vb

polka dot \'po-ka-«lit\ i : a dot in a pattern of regularly
distributed dots — polka-dot or polka-dotted \-di-tad\

ady

Tpall 'pal\ # 1 : HEAD 2 : the casting and recording of
voles: also : the total vote cast 3 : the place where votes
are cast — usu, used in pl. 4 : a questioning of persons
to obtain information or opinions to be analyzed

2poll vb 1 : to cut off or shorten a growth or part of : cLiP,
SHEAR 2 : to receive and record the votes of 3 : to re-
celve (as votes) in an election 4 : to question in a poll

pollack or pollock \'pi-lak\ n, pl pollack or pollock : an
important No. Atlantic food fish that is related to the
cods; also : a related food fish of the No. Pacific

pol:len \'pii-lan\ n [NL, fr. L, fine flour] : a mass of
male spores of a seed plant usu. appearing as a yellow
dust

poldi-na-tion \;pii-ls-'ni-shan\ n : the carrying of pollen
to the female part of a plant to fertilize the seed — pol-
li-nate \'pé-la-nit) vh — poldisna-tor \-ni-tar\ n

poll.ster \'pal-star\ & : one that conducts a poll or com-
piles data obtained by a poll

poll tax n : a tax of a fixed amount per person levied on
adults and often linked to the right to vote

poldute \pa-'lit\ v poldut-ed; pol-lut-ing : to make im-
pure; esp : to contaminate (an environment) esp. with
man-made waste — pollut-ant \-"li-t*nth n — pollut.er
n — poldu-tion \-'ld-shon\ n

poldy.wog or poldli.wog \'pi-1é-,wagh # : TADPOLE

po:do V'po-16\ » [Balti (Tibetan language of northern
Kashmir), ball] : a game played by two teams on horse-
back using long-handled mallets to drive a wooden
ball

po:lo.ni.um \ps-'lo-né-am\ # : a radioactive metallic
chemical element

pol.ter.geist \'pal-tar-gist\ n [G, fr. polfern to knock +
Gefst spirit] : a nolsy usu. mischievous ghost held to be
responsible for unexplained noises

pol-troon \pil-"rin\ # : COWARD

poly- comb form [Gk, [r. polys many] 1 : many : several
{polysyllabicy 2 : polymeric {palyesier
paly-chlo.ri-nat-ed bi.phe.nyl \,pi-li-'kl6r-a-nii-tad-bi-
'fen=l, ~'fén-\ # : any of several indusirial compounds
that are toxic environmental pollutants




