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col. 23, line 48. Additional details of the operation of Ben-Shaul' s DNS name server 134 or the 

EdgeDNS, for example, is described in detail starting at Ben-Shaul, col. 50, line 24. 

In summary, once the DNS cache entries are set up by policies, Ben-Shaul teaches DNS 

resolution in the known standard fashion in which the DNS resolution operation itself is no 

longer policy dependent. DNS cache entries may be reconfigured based on policies at a later 

time, but again the actual DNS resolution operation itself is thereafter policy independent. 

Claim 1 of the present application has been amended to recite retrieving policies received 

at a name server to resolve a domain name from a policy database of the name server, responsive 

to receipt of the client request. Although Ben-Shaul periodically applies policies to set up and 

dynamically configure DNS cache registration via DNS insertion (Ben-Shaul, col. 22, line 17 to 

col. 23, line 48), independent of receipt of any particular client request for DNS resolution, the 

actual DNS resolution itself is handled by standard DNS resolution techniques once the various 

domain name caches have been configured. In fact, Ben-Shaul teaches that the actual DNS 

resolution simply relies on DNS entries in a name server cache - the DNS entries may have been 

written in accordance with one or more policies, but the DNS resolution of the client request 

itself proceeds without responsive retrieval of those policies. In contrast, claim 1 recites 

retrieving specific policies for a specific name server responsive to a specific client request and 

applying those retrieved policies to select a network for that client request. Accordingly, Ben­

Shaul fails to disclose or suggest any such dependent relationship between the receipt of a client 

request for a domain name resolution, on one hand, and the retrieval of policies from a name 

server's policy database and the selection of a network based on those retrieved policies, on the 

other. Thus, allowance of claim 1 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-4, 6-10, 26, and 29 depend from claim 1, which is believed to be allowable as 

amended, and accordingly include the recited features of claim 1. Therefore, claims 2-4, 6-10, 

26, and 29 are believed to be allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. Allowance of 

claims 2-4, 6-10, 26, and 29 is respectfully requested. 

Claim 11 of the present invention has been amended to recite receiving a request from a 

client resolver to resolve a first domain name and, responsive to that request, retrieving from a 

policy database of a name server one or more content provider policies relating to delivery of the 

one of the resources, and selecting, based at least in part on the one or more retrieved content 

provider policies set by the content provider and at least one other retrieved policy, one of the at 

Level 3 Communications, LLC 9 Attorney Docket No. 0093-US-Cl 
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Application/Control Number: 11/932,162 

Art Unit: 2451 

The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-4, 6-12, 15-20 and 22-32 are allowed. 

Page 2 

2. The following is an examiner's statement ofreasons for allowance: See Applicant's 

remarks of July 20, 2015. USPN 6,605,120 is relevant prior art that discloses a policy database 

and retrieving provider policies (fig. 7, fig. 10). However the '120 reference does not disclose the 

Applicant's invention as claimed in detail, such as receipt of a client request to resolve a domain 

name at a name server, the policy database being on the name server and selecting either the 

CDN or subscriber server. The '120 reference appears to be drawn to formatting content of a web 

page rather than load sharing/balancing of a network. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is (571)272-7063. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Christopher L. Parry can be reached on 571-272-8328. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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