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addlepated 

ad hominem 

Adelie penguin 
Pygoscelis adeliae 

The heat addled his brain. See Syns at confuse. -intr. 1. To be­
come confused. 2. To become rotten, as an egg. [<ME adel, rot­
ten< OE adel, pool of excrement.I 

ad•dle•pat•ed (1id'l-pa'tid) adj. 1. Muddled: confused. 2. Ec­
centric; peculiar. 3. Senseless; mad. 

add-on (ad16n', -on') n. 1. One thing added as a supplement to 
another. 2. Co111purcr cfonce a. See add-in 2. b. A hardware de­
vice added to :1 computer to increase its capabilities. 3. An addi­
tionol nmount or charge. 

ad•dress (a-dresl) tr.v. -dressed, -dress•ing, -dress•es 1. To 
speak to: 11dtlr.essctl me i 11 low 1011.:5.. 2. To make 11 formal speech 
10. 3. To di~cl (n spoken or wriucn comment) to samcone·s 01• 
tention: Address your m1111rks to tl,c 111111111gcr. 4. To m~rk with o 
dcstinMion: nd,lr.;ss II lcttcr. Sa. To direct the efforts of (oneself): 
address oneself to a task. b. To deal with; manage. 6. Sports To ad­
just the club bcltlnd (a golf ball) before a stroke. ❖ n. 1. (also 
ad'res') a. A description of the location of a person or organiza­
tion, as placed on mail as dirtctions for deli,·cry: wrote 1/1e nrlrlress 
on thactll'clopc. b. The location at which n par1icularor~niza1ion 
or person m~y be found or reachrd: w~,u to ltcr addrtlS but 110 one 
was l,ome. 2. (also ad'res') Computer Science a. A name or num­
ber used in information storage or retrieval assigned to a specific 
memory lot"llt!on. b. The memory locijtion identified by this 
11amc vr numb.:r. c.A nam~ or o fiC<IU •nee of chomctcr~ thM dcs­
ignntcs nn ~-mnll .'lccount or ,, Sp«it1c network ,,t . 3. A formal 
spoken or written communl at ion. 4. A formal $pccch. S. Cn11r­
tcuus attentions. Often u.cd in thc plurru. 6. The: mJOncr or bear• 
ing ul ,, person, esp. in u:mvcrsation. 7. Skill und grnce in dealing 
with people or silu~tions. (MF. 11drr:ssc11, to dircct < Fr. odrcsscr 
< VLat • nddJrWill~ : L.11i11 ad-, Jd- + VL:.11. •tf1rutlnrc, 10 
straighten ( < Lat. drrtctus, p. part. of 1/lrigur, lo direct; see 
DIRECT).] -ad•dress'a•ble adj. -ad•dress1er, ad•dressfor n. 

ad•dress•ee (ad're-sef, a-dres'e') n The one to whom some­
thing is addressed. 

ad•duce fo-doos' , a-dyoos') 1r.v, -duced, -duc•ing, -duc•es To 
cite as an example or means of proof in an argument. [Lat. ad­
dacere, to bring to: ad-, ad- + ducere, to lead; see deuk- in App.] 
-ad•duce'a•ble, ad•duc'i•ble adj. 

ad•duct (a-diikt', a-diikt') tr.v. -duct•ed, -duct•ing, -ducts 
1'1,,-siology To dr.iw inwATd tow.ud the median ~~is of the body 
or 1oword an ndJoctnt part or Jimb. 9 11. A chcmicnl compound 
formed by the addition of two or more substances. (8:ick-forma• 
tion < ADDUO-OR.) -ad•duc'tion 11. - ad•duc'tive adj. 

ad•duc•tor (a-diikftar) 11. A muscle that adducts a body part. 
[NLat. < Lat. addiicere, adduct-, to bring to, contract. See AD­

DUCE] 
-ade suff. A sweetened beverage of: limeade. [ME < OFr., ult. 

< Lat. -iita, fem. of -iltus, -ate. See-ATE1.] 
Ad•e•laide {ad'l-ad') A city of S Australia NW of Melbourne; 
founded 1836. Met. area pop. 1,07 1,100. 

A•de•lle Coast also A•de•lie Land (,-dalle) A region of Ant­
nrctica near George V Coa.st, under French sovereignty. 

Adelle penguin 11. /\ common Antarctic penguin ( l'ygosc~lis 
trtfrliae) that ha white undcrp~rn and a black back and ht':!d. 

a• demp•tion (a-demp'shan) n. The disposal by a testator of 
property bequeathed in a will so as to invalidate the bequest. [Lat. 
adi!mptio, ndt mptiiin-, a taking away < 11d~mpt11s, p. part. of 
adimere, to take away : ad-, ad- + emere, to buy, take. I 

A•den (ad'n, adfn) 1. A former British colony and protectorate 
of S Arabia, part of Southern Yemen (now Yemen) since 1967. 2. 
A city of S Yemen on the Gulf of Aden; cap. of Southern Yemen 
(1967-90). Pop. 400,783. 

Aden, Gulf of An arm of the Arabian Sea between Yemen on the 
Arabian Peninst1la and Somalia in E Africa. 

A•de•na (;i-de'na) n. A Native American culture centered in the 
Ohio River valley from about the tenth century ~.c. to about the 
second century A.D., noted esp. for its circular earthworks and 
elaborate burial mounds. [After the Adena Mound in Adena, 
Ohio.] 

Ad•en•au•er (ad1n-ou'ar, ad'-), Konrad 1876-1967 First 
chanceUor of West Germany (1949-63). 

ad•e•nec•to•my (ad'n-ek'ta-me) n., pl. -mies Surgical excision 
of a gland. 

ad•e•nine (ad'n-en ', -in) 11. A purine base, C,H,N,, that is the 
constituent involved in base-pairing with thymine in DNA and 
wi th uracil in RNA. 

ad•e•ni•tis (ad1n-Jftis) 11. Inflammation of a lymph node or 
gland. 

adeno- or aden- pref. Gland: adenectomy. [<Gk. adi!11, aden-.J 
ad •e• no•car•ci•no•ma (iid'n-o-kar'sa-no'ma) 11. A malignant 

tumor originating in glandular tissue. -ad'e•no•car'ci• 
nom1a•tous (-nom'a-tas, -no'ma-tas) adj. 

ad•e•no•hy•poph•y-sis (ad'n-o-hi-pi\ffi-sis) n. The anterior 
lobe of the pituitary gland. -ad'e•no•hy•poph'y•sefal, ad'e• 
no•hy-poph'y-si'al (-pof'i-selal) adj. 

ad•e•nold (iid'n-oid') n. One of two masses of lymphoid tissue 
at the back of the nose in the upper part of the throat that when 
swollen may obstruct breathing. Often used in the plural. ❖ adj. 
Of or relating to lymphatic glands or lymphoid tissue. 

ad•e•noi•dal (ad'n-oid'l) adj. 1. Of or relating to the adenoids. 
2. Suggestive of the vocal sound caused by enlarged adenoids. 

ad•e•no•ma (ad'n-o'm,) n., pl. -mas or-ma•ta (-ma-t~) A be­
nign epithelial tumor having a gl3ndular origin and ~lructu.rc. 
-ad'e•nom'a•toid' (ad 'n-oml :o-toid ') adj. -ad'e•nom'a • 
taus (-om'a-tas) adj. 

a•den•o•sine (a-denfa-sen ') n. A nucleoside, C10H"N,04, that is 
a structural component of nucleic acids on~ the major molecular 
component of ADP, AMP, and ATP. )Blend of ADENINE and RI­
BOSE.] 

adenosine diphosphate 11 ADP. 
adenosine mon•o•phos•phate (mon'o-fos1fat' ) n. 1. AMP. 
2. Cyclic AMP. 

adenoslne triphosphate II ATP. 
ad•e•no•sis (ad'n-o1sis) n., pl. -ses (-sez') A disease of a gland, 
esp. one marked by abnormal formation or enlargement. 

ad•e•no•vi•rus (ad' n-o-vI'ras) n. Any of a &raup ol DNA-con­
taining viruses that cause conjunctivitis and respirotorr infec­
tions in humans. [ADENO(ID) + VIRUS.] -ad' e•no•vl1ra ndj. 

a•den•yl•ate cy-dase (a-den' l-it sI'klas, -klaz, ad'n-iJlit) also 
a•den•yl cyclase (a-denfJ, ad'n-Il) n. An enzyme that catalyzes 
the formation of cyclic AMP from ATP. [ ADEN(INE) + -YL + -.HI} 

+ CYCL(O)- + -ASE.] 
ad•e•nyl•ic acid (ad'n-il'ik) n See AMP. [ADEN(INE) +-YL+ - Ic 
+ ACID.] 

a•dept (;i-dept') adj Very skilled. See Syns at proficient. ❖ n. 
(adfept') A highly skilled person; an expert. [Lat. adept11s, p. part. 
of adipisci, to attain: ad-, ad- + apisci, to grasp.] -a•dept'ly 
adv. -a•dept'ness n. 

ad•e•quate ( d'T kwil) adj 1. Sufficient to meet a nerd 2. 
Barely s:itisfoctory or suffid cnl. ( Lat. (1(/ncq11n111s, p. pan. of 
11tl11eq11/lrt, to equalize : nd-, ad, + 1w111nre, to nuke: equal 
< 11fq1111s, equal.) -.ad'e •qua•cy (,kw~-se), adfe •quate•ness 
n. -adfe•quate• ly adv. 

a deux (a' dee' ) adj. Involving two persons. ❖ adv. With only two 
persons involved. [Fr. : ii, by, at+ de11x, two.] 

ad fem•i•nam (ad fem'i-nam', -nam) adj. Appealing to irrele­
vant personal considerations concernl.ng women. See Usage Note 
at ad hominem. [Lat. ad, to + femi11n111, accusative of femina, 
woman.] -ad fem1i•nam ' adv. 

ADH abbr. antidiuretic hormone 
ADHD abbr. attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
ad•here (ad-hir') v. -hered, -her•ing, -heres - inir. 1. To stick 
fast; remain attached. 2. To be a devoted follower or supporter. 
3. To carry out a plan, scheme, or operation without dcvintfon. 
- tr. To cause to adhere; make stick. [Fr. adherer< Lat. nd/,ncrere, 
to stick to : ad-, ad- + haerere, to stick.] 

ad•her•ence (ad-hir'ans, -her'-) 11. 1. The process or condition 
of ~dhering. 2. Faithful attachment; devotion. 

ad•her•ent (ad-hir'ant, -her'-) n. A supporter, as of a caus~ or 
individual. ❖ adj. 1. Sticking or holding fast. 2. Botany Joined 
but not united. -ad•herlent•ly adv. 

ad•he•sion (ad-helzhan) n, 1. The act or state of adhering. 2. 
Attachment or devotion; loyalty. 3. Assent or agreement to join. 
4. Physics The mulccular force that attracts or binds dissimilar 
substances. S. Mtdicinf A fibrous band of scar tissue that binds 
together normally separate anatomical structures. [Fr. adhesio11 
< Lat. adhaesio, adhaesio11- < adhaes11s, p part. of adhaerere, to 
adhere. See ADHERE. j 

ad•he•sl•ot•o•my (ad-he'zHit'a-me) n., pl. -mies Surgical di­
vision or separation of adhesions. 

ad•he•sive (ad-he'siv, -ziv) adj. 1. Tending to adhere; sticky. 2. 
Gummed so as to adhere. ❖ n. A substance, such as paste or ce­
ment, that provides adhesion. - ad•hefsive•ly adv. - ad•hef­
sive• ness n. 

adhesive tape 11. A tape lined on one side with an adhesive. 
ad hoc (ad hok', hok' ) adv. For the specific purpose or situation 
at hand. ❖ adj. 1. Formed for or concerned with one specific 
purpose: an ad hoc committee. 2. lmprovised; impromptll, [Lat. : 
ad, to + /,oc, neut. accusative of hie, this ] 

ad hom•i•nem (hom'a-nem', -nam) adj. Appealing to personal 
considerations rather than to logic or reason. [Lat. : ad, to+ hom­
inem, accusative of homo, man.] - ad homfi•nem' adv. 

USAGE NOTE The phrase ad hominem is used to denote an argu­
ment designed to appeal to the listener's emotions rather than to 
reason, as in the sentence The Republicans' evocut/1,111 of pity for 
the small farmer struggling to mai11/11/11 /,Is property is a purely nd 
hominem argument for reducing i1/11t1/t1111ce taxes. This 115.lge ap­
pears to be waning; only 37 percent of the Usage Panel finds this 
$1.'nlence acceptable. The phrase now chiefly desi;ribcs an argu­
ml.'llt ba~d on the failings of an adversary rnt her than on the 
merits of the case: Ad homi11em attacks on one's oppone11t are a 
tried-and-true strategy for people who have a cnse that is weak. 
Ninety percent of the Panel finds this sentence acceptable. • A 
modern coinage patterned on ad hominem is ad feminam. 
Though some would argue that this neologism is unnecessary be­
cause the Latin word homo refers to humans generically, rather 
than to the male sex, in some contexts ad feminam has a more 
specific meaning than ad hominem, being used to describe at· 
tacks on women as women or because they are womro, a.s in 
"Their recourse . .. to ad feminam attacks evidences the chilly 
climate for women's leadership on campus" (Donna M. Riley). 
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ad•i•a•bat•ic (. d'e•a-b t' Ik, 'df·:>·) adj. 01. relating to, or 
!)ting o rc:\'crsiblc thcm1odynamic process occurrins without gain 
or JOS$ of heat or change in entropy. I,.. Gk. ndiall/ltos. impassn­
blc: 11•, not; s« ,._, t diabatos, p;issablc (,/in, dia- ~ /Jatos, passa­
ble < t,nintiu, to go: sec g•a- in App,).) - ad' i•a•bat'l•cal-ly 

adv. 
a •dfeu (:i-dydb' . :>·dcfo'l iuurj. U~d to express farewell. ~ 11., pl. 
a•dleus or a•dieux (:..dyc:R>z' , :>·d6oz') A farewell. (ME< OFr. 
n d1w, (I rommend you) to God: 11, to (< IA1 11d) + u,,,,,, ; od 
(< Lat, drus; s.:.c dyeu- in App.). ! 

l'•di•ge (11tdf-j~•. J' d ·W) A river of NB 11,ily rl ing in tht• Alps 
and flowing c. 410 km (255 mi) to tht Adriatic Se;i. 

ad fn•fl•nHum (ad rn1f:>-n1't:>m) adv. &adj. To infinity: h:1\ing 
no cnd. (L:it. nrl. to + r11/r111111111, accusntivc of l11/r11rr11s, mfinitc.) 

ad in•ter•lm (ln1tJr• m) adv In or for the mc~ntime; temporar­
ily . .o, ndJ, Actmg or douc ad 1ntenm; temporary. IL1t. ml, 111. for 
+ i11tfrim, the m~ntimc.l 

ad• l•os (.t'dt -os') i111,·rj Used 111 exprC$S fom\lCll. ISp. ndi6s, 
prob. 1rnnsl. of French I, dit11 Sec AlllEII. I 

a•dlp•lc acid (:>·dlplfk) IL A white c:cystallinc diarboxyhc arid, 
c,H110., th3t is derived from oXJdation or Yllnous fotJ, is slightly 
£Olubk in water. and is used t'Sp. in the manufacture of nylon. 
I< llll adeps, ad,p-, fat.I 

ad•i•po•cere lAd1:>•p0•sir') 11. A brown, fatty wulike substance 
1h01 fornu on dc:,d ;nimal tissues in rcspo~ 10 moisture. 
1w 11'0(SE) • 1 c~m, wax.) 

ad•i•po•cyte (ad1:>· p0-sft') n. Sec fat cell. 
ad•i•pose (ad1 -pos') adj. Of, rclating to, or composed of ani­
mal lat; fotty. ,o, IL The fot found In ndipose tissue. (NLat. adipo­
sus < Lat. adeps, adip-, fat.] 

adipose tissue n. A type of connective tissue that contains stored 
ccllular fat 

Ad•i•ron•dack chair (3d';i-n'ln' d!k') 11. An outdoor nrmchoir 
having an nngl«I back and seal mode or wide, usu. wooden slats. 

Adirondack Mountains A group or mountains m NE NY be-
1wccn the S1. Lawrence R. nnd the Mohawk It Part of the ,\pp.ila­
chian S)'ilClll, the range ri5CS to 1,629.9 m (5,3•M ft). 

ad•lt (3d'it) 11. An almost bori2ontal entrance to 11 mine. [Lat. 
11di111s, ncccu < p. part. of ad/rt, to approach : atl-, od + ire, 10 go; 
sec ei- in App.) 

adj. abbr. 1. adjective 2. adjunct 3. Adj, adjutant 
ad• ja•c;en •cy c~-jals;in•s~) "·· pl. -d es 1. The Sl l\lC of being adju­
ccnt; contiguity, 2. A thing that is:tdjnccmt. 

ad•ja•cent \~•ja's:>n1) ndj. 1. Close to; lying near. 11djaccm1 cities. 
2. Next 10; adjoining: 11djncc111 gnrdet1 plou. (ME < Lat. 11diacl11s, 
ndinw11-, pr. pnn. of ndiaclrt, to Lie nc:.Jr : ml-. ad- + inctrt, to 
lie.] -ad•jalcent•ly adv. 

adjacent angle n. Either of two angles having a common side 
and a common vertex. 

ad•jec•tive (iijlik-tiv) n. 1. Cr11,111m1r The part of speech that 
modifies a noun or other substantive by limiting, qualifying, or 
specifying and often distinguished in English by one of several 
suffixes, such as -ous, -er, and -est, or by preceding a noun or 
ni:>minnl pbr:ise, 2. ,\ word belonging to this pa.rt of ~pccch. ❖ 
adj. 1. Grammar Of, relating 10 , or lundioningas:111 cljcc1h·c. 2, 
, 1ot slllnding alone; derivative or dcpcndcnl. IME < OFr. adjccr/f 
< I.lat. adiuarvus < ,1dk<11,1, p. parl. of adice,,, 10 ndd 10 . ad-, 
ad-..- incur, to throw.I - ad1jec•tilval (•tl'v;,J} mlj. - ad 'jec• 
tllval•ly ndv. - adljec•tive•ly adv. 

ad• join (;,-join' ) v. -jo ined, -jo in• ing, -joins - tr. 1. To be next 
10; be contiguous to: property thnr atljoi11s ours. 2. To nllach; ;,p• 
pend. -111/f. To be contiguous. [ME ajoi11e11 < Ofr. 11joi11dr~. 
11joi11- < L:,1. ndi1111getc, to Join to : ad-, ad- ◄• i111,gtR, 10 join: sec 
yeug- in App.I 

ad•join•lng (~•joilnlng) adj Neighboring; contiguous. 
ad•journ (;,-jurn' ) ,,. -journed, -joum•ing, -journs - tr. To 
suspend until :i lntt[ stated time. - i11tr. 1. To suspend 
proceedings to another time or plllcc, 2. To mo,·c: from one place 
to another: Wr11djo11mc1I 10 rlre livi11g room. (ME njo11me11 < OFr. 
njo1m1u: a-, 10 (< Lot. ad•; see AO-) + ja11r, dni· ( < U.11. di1m111111 
"" L.1L di1m111s, daily <. dil.s, day; sec dyeu• in App.).) - ad• 
journ1ment n. 

Adjt. nbbr. adjut:ml 
ad•judge (~•jilj' ) 1,.,,. -judged, -judg•ing, •Judg•es l a . To dc­
tcnnlne or decide by judicial procedure; djudiane b. To order 
judicially; rule. c. To nwnrd by lllw. d. To sentence; condemn. 2. 
To Rgard or deem. (ME aj11gm < OFr. 11]11gtr < L:n. ndiiidic11u. 
See ADJUDICATE.) 

ad•ju•di•cate (d-joo'dl-kat') v. -cat•ed, -cat•ing, -cates -tr. 
1. To hear and settle (a case). 2. To study and settle (a dispute). 
-i11tr. To act as u judge. (Lat. adindiet1re, adindictJt•, lo aw.rrd to 
(Judicinlly) : nd-, .id- + iudicllrc, to judge ( < index, judge; .sec 
lUOGE). j - ad•ju'd l•ca1tion 11 -ad•ju1d i•ca'tive adj. -ad• 
Ju1dl•ca'tor 11. 

ad•Junct (lj'ungl-11) 11. 1. Soamhing ouncbcd to :rnother in II de­
~ndeat or subordinate position. 2. A person associated wi1h on· 
other in a subordinate or aUJCilinry capucity. 3. Gmm111nr A clnuse 
Or Phrillic ndded 10 a sentence that nmplific$ its me11ning. ❖ ndj. 
1. Added or connected in a subordinate or auxiliary capacity. 2. 
Attached to a faculty or staff in a temporary or auxil iary capacity: 

a11 adjunct prof~t$()r of history. [ < Lat. adiii11ctus, p. part. of ad­
i,mgere, to join to. See ADJOIN.] -ad•juncltion (d-ji:ingklshdn) 
11. - ad•junc1tlve adj. 

ad•ju•ra•tion (W;,-r~' h:m) 11. An e.irncst, <okmn appeal. 
- ad•Jur1a•to•ry (.l•joil•' ~•«or'I!, -t0r'i!) ndj, 

ad•jure (;,-joor' ) ir.v. -jured, -Jur•lng, -jures 1. To commnnd or 
enjoin solemnly. :is under onth. 2. To appeal 10 or entrC'Jt car­
nestly. lME ntljr,rt11 < Lat. ndinrllrt, to iwcnr to: 11d-, ad-+ inrllrc, 
10 swc:ir.) - ad•jur'e r, ad•julror 11. 

ad•just (;,-jiist') v. -just•ed, -just•lng, -justs - u. 1. To change 
Mi ns to maleh or fit. 2. To bring into proper relotion5hip. 3. To 
adapt or conform, as to new conditions. See Syns at adapt. 4. To 
make more effective or efficient: ndj11s1 rhe timing of a car. 5. To 
settle; resolve. 6. To decide how much is to be paid on (an insur­
MC.C clnJm). - i111r. To adnpt ->nesdJ: conform. [Obsolete Fr. ad­
j11trcr < OFr. 11jo.tter < VI.at. ·11dirrxt11rc, to put close 10 : Lat. ad-, 
od- + L:it. if1.•c_ril, near: sec yeug- in App.I - ad•just'a •ble adj. 
- ad•just'a•bly ndv. - ad•justler, ad•Jus'tor 11. 

ad•Just•a•ble-rate mortgage (;,-justt ;,-b;,l-~1') 11. A mon­
gagc 1~hose intcrcsl mtc is raised or lowered at periodic Intervals 
according to the prevailing !merest rotes in the m11,rkct. 

ad•just•ed (::>•jils1tid) 11dj. 1. Armngcd or changed so as to 
nmch, conform, or function, esp. in a specified w11y: n11 improp­
erly adjusted scale. 2. Having achieved psychological balance, esp. 
regarding others or the demands of everyday life: a poorly ad­
j11stul 1tc11ngcr. 

ad• just• ment {a•Jl"lsl' rmnt) 11. 1. The net o( adjusting or the 
state or being adjusted. 2. A means of adjusting. 3. Seulcment of 
a debt or d oim. 4. A modification, fluctuntion, or corr«tlon: an 
adj11s1111e111 011 a bill. 

ad•ju•tant {5jf;i. ~nt) 11. 1. A ,!Jiff officer who hclps a com­
manding office!r with administrntive affairs. 2. An JSSisrnnt. 3. 
See marabou I. f < l.:lt. ndinrnm, 11diutant-, pr. part. of ndiii tiire, 
10 hdp. S« AJD.)-ad'ju•tan•cy 11. 

adjutant general 11 .. pl. adjutants general 1. An ndju1anl of a 
unit ha,•ing ;1 general staff. 2. An officer in charge: of the Nation81 
Guard in one of the US states, 3, Adjutant Gene ral The chief ad­
ministrative officer, a major general, of the US Army. 

adjutant stork 11. Stt marabou I . 
ad• ju •vant ( jl;-v;,01) 11, 1. An agent added to :1 dmg 10 increase 
or aid i1s effccL 2. An immunologicnl agent 1ha1 incrca.1cs anti• 
gcnic response.(< Lat. t11ii11vn11s, ndi11v11111-, pr. part. of atlitwiln:, 
10 hdp. Sec AID. l 

AOL abbr. 1.11ctivities of druly living 2. Anti-Dcfomation Lengue 
Ad•ler (Jdll~r, ndl-), Alfred 1870-1937. Austrian psychiatrist 
who theorized th~t neurotic behavior is nn 0vcrcompt11su1ion for 
feelings of inferiority. - Ad•lelri•an (ad-J1rle-an) adj. 

Ad•ler (adlJar) , Cyrus 1863- 1940. Amer. religious leader who 
was president of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
(1924~0), 

Ad•ler (ddll;)r), Mortimer Jerome h. 1902. Amer. educatorl!nd 
philosopher whose ,~ork..• indude Ho11• Jo R,·ntl a Book ( 1940). 

ad lib (~d Ubl ) adv. In :in unrcstrnincd manner; spontaneous!)'. 
IShot1 for AO uerruM.J 

ad-lib (11d-llb' ) v. •libbed, -lib• bing, •libs - tr. To improvise 11nd 
dcllvcr ex1cmpornneous1)•.-i111r. To engage in nnprovis;ition, as 
inn speech. ❖ IL (5dlhb' ) ltomc1hing, sud1 • :1 joke, that is im­
provised. 9 adj. lmprovi5Cd; c:xtempornnco11s. -ad-lib'ber tL 

ad lib•i-tum (lid lib' l-t,m) 11dj. M11sir 1\1 the: discretion of 1hc 
performer, Ul'Cd chiefly D$ n direction giving liccruc 10 iiltcr or 
omit a part. (L:tL nd, according 10 + libit11111, p. pan. 01 lib~u. 10 

please.] 
ad loc. abbr. Latin ad locum (to, or at, the place) 
ADM or Adm. abbr. admiral 
ad•man (iidlmiin') n. A man who designs, writes, acquires, or 
sells advertising. 

ad•meas•ure (iid-mezhldr) tr. v. -ured, -ur•ing, -ures To divide 
and distribute proportionally; apportion. [ME amesuren < OFr. 
amesurer : a-, to ( < Lat. ad-; see AD-) + mes11rer, to m~asure 
( < LLat. mi!nsiirlire, to measure < Lat. mi!11siira, measure; see 
MEASURE).] -ad•meas'ure•ment n. -ad•measiur• er n. 

Ad•me•tus (iid-me1tas) n. Greek My1l1olo8Y I\ king of Thessaly 
and husband of Alcestis. 

ad•min•is•ter (iid-min'i-star) v. -tered, -ter•ing, -ters - tr. 1. 
Toh. vc chnrg« of; manai,;c. 2a . To gi,.., or apply in a form,11 way: 
ad111111Is1er tire /n$1 rilf~ b. To ap'fly a ,1 remedy: a1/111i11isttr" k d· 
n,ivt. c. To direct the tnking o (1111 oath). 3. To mc1c out: dis­
pcn<e: administer ]11s11cc. 4. To mnnage or dispose of (n crusi o r 
csrntc) under a will or official :tppointmcnt. S. ro impose, off.,,, 
or 1endcr (an 11,ih, for example). -i111r. 1. To manage :\S 11 11 ad­
ministnu<;>r. 2. To minist,r. 11dmi11/sr~ri11g to ,:,,,:ry -.l,im. (ME ad­
minisrren < OFr. administrer < Lat administrare: ad. ad- + minis­
trilre, 10 manage ( < minister, minislr·, servant; see MINISTER). ] 

- ad•minlis•tra•ble (-l-stra-bal) adj. -ad•minlis•trant adj. 
&n. 

ad•min•is•trate (iid-min'i-strat') tr.v. -trat•ed, -trat•ing, 
-trates To administer. 

ad•min•is•tra•tion (ad-min'l-stra' shan) 11 1. The act or proc­
ess of admini"cring, esp. the management of a government or 
lnrgc institution. 2. The activity of a government or stntc in the 
exercise of ii.$ po,scrs and duties. 3a. often Administra tion The 
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adiabatic 

administration 

Adirondack chair 

adit 
Eureka Mine, Death Valley, 

California 

adjacent angle 
The common vertex is O; 
angle AOB is adjacent to 

angle BOC. 

a pat oi boy 
a pay OU out 
ar care 0-0 took 
ii father 00 boot 

pet i:i cul 
be Or urge 
pit th thin 

I pie th this 
ir pier hw which 
0 pot zh vision 
0 toe d about, 
o paw item 

Stress marks: 
I (primary); 
' (secondary), as in 
lexicon (leklsi-k6n') 
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New Style 

Nice 

newt 
red-spotted newts 

Notophtha/mus viridescens 
in eft stage 

Isaac Newton 
detail of a portrait 

attributed to Godfrey 
Kneller (1646- 1723) 

~ 

Tama.11 Sta t-,:o,tb I 

NEW ~ 

S•••H PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

I> 

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

New Style 11. The current method of reckoning the months and 
days of the year according 10 the Gregorian calendar. 

New Sweden A Swedish colony (1638-55) in North America 
along the Delaware R. 

news•week•ly (noozlwek'le, nyooz'-l 11., pl. -lies A weekly 
newsmagazine or newspaper that reports current events. 

news•wom•an (nob1.' wdbm'~n, nyo-ozl-) n. A woman who 
gatheN. rcpo11s, or edits news. 

news•wor•thy (n6ovwur'1/,e, nyooz'-l adj. -thi•er, -thi•est 
Of buffident interest 01 imporumce to the public to warrant re­
porting in the media. - news1wor'thi•ness n. 

news•y (no-o'ze, nyob'-) adj. -i•er, -i•est Informal Full of news; 
informative. -newsli•ness 11. 

newt (no?.H, ,1yo'l>l) 11. Any of sevcl'lll small, ohen brightly colored 
scminqun(ic sruomandcrs of the gcn\1$ Trirurus and rel~ted gcn­
ern. fME 11t1llt: < a ,,,me, alternlion of 1111 tlllt, var. of tectr 
< OEefete.] 

New Testament rt. Bible '!be second of the two main divisions 
of 1hc Christian Bible, consistfng of the Gospels. Acts, Pnuline 
and other Epistles, and the Book of Rcvclntion. See table at Bible. 

new •ton (n6b1'n, nyoot' n) n, In the meter-kilogram-second sys­
tem, the unit of force ~quired to accclcrute n mnss or one kllo­
sram one meter per second per second, equal 10 100,000 dynes. 
(Alter Sir lsaoc NEWTON.) 

Newton A city of EMA, a suburb of Boston. Pop. 83,829. 
Newton, Sir Isaac 1642-1727. English ma1hcmn1ician and scien-
tist who invented differential c.ilculus and fom1uln1cd the theory 
of universal grn,~talion, a theory about the nature of light, and 
three laws of motion. -New•to'ni•an adj. 

New•ton's laws of motion (nootlnz, nycSiW-) pl.11. The three 
laws proposed by Sir Isaac Newton to define the concept of o 
force and dr:,cribc motion, used as lhe basis of classie11I mechan• 
ics. [After Isaac NEWTON. I 

new town n. A phmncd urban community designed for self-suf­
ficiency. 

new wave n. 1. often New Wave a. A movement in French cin­
ema in the 1960s that abandoned traditional narrative techniques 
in favor of greater use of discontinuity and abm.iction. b. Any 
or V11rious new movement$ in cinema, esp. one led by ,I group of 
cxperlmcn1al filmmakers. 2. An OVllnl•garde or cxpcrimento..l 
movc:mcnl, as in the: uts. 3. A styk of rock mu$iC populari,cd in 
the rnrly 1980s, marked by the use of ,ymhc:sizers. I Traml of Fr. 
110111'.:1/c ~ng11c : 11011vt//c, nc1v + mg11e, wave.] 

New World The Western Hemisphere. The term w;u first U$Cd by 
the ltali~n histori:in Peter Martyr (1'157-1526). whose De Rcb11.1 
Occn11ids ,1 Nol'0 Or~ ( 1516) chronidcd the discovery of mcr­
ica. 

New Year rt. The first day or days of the colendB.r ye.Jr. 
New Year's Day n. January 1, the first day of the year, celebrated 
as a holiday in mnny countrici;. 

New Year's Eve 11. 111c eve of New Year's Day. 
New York 1. A $IOU: of the NE US: admitted as one of the original 
Thirteen Colonies In 1788. Cap. AJb3ny. Pop. 18,976,457. 2. or 
New York City A city of S NY on New York Bay nt the mouth 
of the Hudson R. Founded by the Dutch (l5 New AmJtcrdam, it 
includes the boroughs of Manhattan, the.- Bron~, Brooklyn, 
Queens, nd St~tcn I. Pop. 8,008,178. - New York1er 11. 

New York aster 11. A wild aslc1 (Aster ,roui-bc/gi) of castem 
North America with pointed lcavt:ll and bluish-violet Howcrs. 

New York Bay An arm of the Atlantic Ocean at the mouth of the 
Hudson R. beLw«n W Long I. nnd NE NJ divided into Upper 
New York 83y nnd Lower New York B:iy by the Narrows. 

New York State Barge Canal A system or inland w~tenvays, c. 
845 km (525 mi), trnvcrsing NY a.nd co11J1ecting the Great I.akes 
with 1hc Hudson R. and Lake Champlain. 

New Zealand An ishmd country in the S Pacific SE of Australia; 
set off from ,\umnlm in 1841, received dominion status in 1907, 
and achieved full independence from Great Britain in 1931. Cap. 
Wellington. Pop. 3,493,000. -New Ze.aitand•er rt. 

NEX abbr. Navy exchange 
next (ni!.klil) adj. 1, Nearest in space or position; odjaccnl: 1)1,: 11exr 
room. 2. lmmedi~tely following, :IS in time:, order, or sequence: 
11e:,:1 week. ~ adv. 1. In the time, order, or place ne,11·cs1 orimmc­
diately following: our next oldest child. 2. On the first subsequent 
occasion: when I write next. ❖ n. The next person or thing: The 
next will be better. -idiom: next to 1. Adjacent to. 2. Following 
in order or degree. 3. Almost; practically. [ME nexte < OE nfehsta, 
11ehst, super!. of ntah, near.] 

next door adv. To or in the adjacent house, building, apartment, 
or room. - nextl-door' (nekst'dor', -dor') adj. 

next friend n. A person appointed by or admiilcd 10 n court to 
act in behalf of a minor or other party under lcgttl dlsability. 

next of kin 11., pl. next of kin 1. The pcr:son or pcr$0ns most 
closely related by blood 10 another person. 2. l.nw a, The close.s1 
relntivc of a deceased person. b. (us~d wi1/111 pl. ver/1) The relative 
or ~clntives entitled to share in the pc.rsonal proper1y of one \~ho 
dies intestate. 

nex•us (nekls;,s) n., pl. nexus or -us•es 1. A means of connec· 
tion; a link or tie. 2. A connected series or group. 3. The core or 
center. [Lal., p. part. of nectere, to bind.) 

Ney (na), Michel 1769-1815. French commander of the rear 

guard in Napoleon J's retreat from Moscow (18 I 2). 
Nez Perc,e (nW pun', nesl) also Nez Per•ce (p;ir-sa' ) r~ 1 
Perce or Nez Per•ces (piJrfslz) also Nez Perce or Nez~; tt,~ 
(-$!1/) 1. A member of 4 Native American people former( •~es 
habiting the lower Snake River ~nd its tributaries, with pri1n, 
day population5 in western Idaho a.11d northeast Washingto 0t• 
The SnhaptioJ1 language of the Nez Perce:. (.Fr. Na-Perci . n. t 
nose + pcrcf, picrced.J • 11ti, 

NF abbr. 1. National Pormulary 2. ncurofibromntosis 3 N 
foundhmd 4. or n/f no funds • 1 

t\\ , 
NFC abbr. National Football Conference 
NFL abbr. National Football League 
Nfld. abbr. Newfoundland 
NG abbr. 1. National Guard 2. natural gas 3. no good 
Nga•mi (ang-g ' mt), Lake A marshy lake of N Botswana N 
the Kalahari Dcser1. of 

n'ga•na (n;,-galn;,) n. Variant of nagana. 
NGF abbr. nerve growth factor 
NGO abbr. nongovernmental organization 
ngul•trum (~ng-gOl'1r.1m) 11, Sec table nt currency. (Bhubti~t 
Ngu•ni (Jng-goo' nl'!) 11., pl. Nguni or -nis 1. A member of 

!!J'OUp of peoples of southern and 1ou1hcast Africa, induding th• 
Swa:i.l, Ndebclc. Xltosa, and Zulu. 2, Anr ol the Bantu langumg c 
of the Nguni. t$ 

NH or N.H. abbr. New Hampshire 
NHI abbr. National Health Insurance 
NHL abbr. National Hockey League 
NHS abbr. National Health Service 
NI The symbol for the elcmtnl nickel J . 
ni•a•cin (n1'~-sTn) 11. A while crystalline acid, C,H,NCOOH that 

is Q componc.111 of the vitlllllin B , omplcic. found in meat, 1~heai 
g~rm. doiry produa,, nnd fCil.511111d used 10 1ren11111d pttv(!Jlt pel­
lagra. IN1(co11i-1c) AC(ID) + -IN.1 

Ni•ag•a•ra (nl-lig1rn, -~r~) 11. A torrent or Oood. !After NtAC­
ARA (FALLS)'.] 

Niagara Falls I Falls in the Niagara R. bccwccn tho: citict of Ni.i•-
3nl Falls NY ond Niagorn FaUs, Omario, Canada; divided by ~ 1 
I. into the American Falls, S0.9 m ( 167 It), and the unadian, or 
Horseshoe. Foils. 48.2 m (Isa ft). 

Niagara Falls2 1. A city of SE Ontario, Omadn, on the Niagara 
R. opposite Niaga.r., Falls NY. Pop. 76,917. 2. A city of W NY on 
the Niagara R. NNW of Buffalo. Pop. 55,593. 

Niagara River A river flowing c. SS km (~ mi) from Ltkc Eri, 
to Lake Ontario. 

Nia•mey (ne-a'ma, nya-ma1) The cap. of Niger, in the SW parl 
on the Niger R. Pop. 399,100. 

nib (nib) 11. la. The sharpened point or a quill pen. b. A tapcr<d 
point of a pen, (or insertion into n pen holder or a fountain pen. 
2. A shup point or lip. 3. A bird'~ beak or bill. !Alteration of 
NEB.] 

nib• ble (nfu!;,l) v. -bled, -bling, -bles -Ir. 1. To bite at gently 
and repeatedly. 2. To eat with small quick bites or in small mor­
sels: nibble a cracker. 3. To wear ow;iy or diminish bit by bil . 
-intr. To take small or hesitant bites. ❖ n. 1. A very small quan­
rity, esp. of food; :i morsel. 2. The act or an instance of nibbling. 
IM~ 11ebylfo11; akin 10 LGcr. 11ibl,e/e11,l -nlb1bler 11, 

Ni•be•lung (nC' b~-lcl"'ong') 11. M)'thofogy 1. Any of a race ol 
dwarfs whose hoard of riches 3nd magic ring were taken from 
!hem by Siegfried. 2. A follower ot Siegfried. 3. One of the Bur• 
gundian kings in the Nibc/1111gt11licd. (Ger. < MHGcr, Nibelutlf 
< OHGcr. Nib11/rmc. Nibilimg.) 

Nl•be•lung•en•lied (n~'i»-lclbng':,n•led') 11. A Middle High 
Gcrm~n epic poem wri11cn in 1hc early 13th century and based 
on the legends of Sieg{ ricd and of the Bur!l,undi.tn kinp. 

nib•llck (nib1llk) ,~ A nine iron in goU. (lJ 
nibs (nlb:i) 11. lnfon11nl ,\ per$on in authority, esp. one whoissdf­

impor111111. Used with /1iJ or /,er. (Pcrh. nlterntion of NOR1-l 
Ni•cae•a (nl•Si!' ~) An ancient city of Bilhynia. in NW Asia Minor: 
dating from the 4th cent a.c. - Nl•caeian aclj. . 

Nic•a•ra•gua (nlk';i-tll'gw;,} A country of Central Amcnc.a on 
lhe Carib~n Sc.! and the Pnciflc Ocean; declared its indcpen· 
dence in 1821 and became a republic in I 838. Cap. Managua. 
Pop. 4,401,000. - Ni'ca •ra'guan ndj. & 11. . 

Nicaragua, Lake The lurgc~t lake of Ccnlr~ America, in SW N,~­
arngun; pm of the Caribbean Sea until landmasses rose around it 
in prehistoric times. . 

nic•co•lite (nlk' ;i-llt' ) rt. A nickel ore, essentially nickelarse~idei 
NiAs, found in America and Europe. [NL.it. 11ircolu111, mcke 
(pcrh, < Swed. 11ickcl; stt NICKl!L) -. - ITE.1. ] • e. 

nice (nls) adj. nic•er, nlc•est 1. Plcosingond agreeable in llll1111 i 
/racl a 11ice 1i111t. 2. Having a pleasant or aurnctivc 11ppcat'iln,\,1 
Exhibiting courtesy and politeness: a mce gqwre. 4. 01 g~di­
char:ictcr ond reputation; respccrnblc 5. Ovcrdelkute or las?. ~ 
ous; fussy. 6. Showing or requiring great prcci;ion or_scns111

' d 
discernment: $ubtlc: 1111kt disri11cr/011. 7. Done with dcl1(.IG)'~a: 
skill. 8. Used as ;m intensive with a111/: 11icr mid w11n11. 9, ~h 
a. Wan10n; pronigntc. b. Afftctedly modcs1; coy. [ME, ~'If>' 
< OFr. < LJ1. nuri,u, isnorant < 11cs,1re. to be ignorant, Sec · 
CIENCE.] -niceliy adv. -nice1ness rt. !'1£ 

Nice (nes) A resort city of SE France on lhe Mediterranean Sea 
of Cannes; ceded to France in 1860. Pop. 342,903. 



,ene Creed (nl1s~•. n1-scnl) 11. CJ1ris1in11ity A formal ~tote• 
,.,. ot of doctrine of the Cllristian foitb adopted nt the Council of 
~~ca in A.O. 325 lo defend onhodoxy from Ariani&m and cx-1

11ded in Inter ,ouncils. 
t'e-neMY (nfslnEl1t) ndj. 1. Priggish. 2. M~rkcd by the use of 
II' phcmism: ni"•11clly lnng11nge. I< the mmc Ntlly, nickname for 
(lletc,,,J - nlcel-nefity•lsm ,,. . 1 ,e•tY (nI' si•t~) 11., pL -lies 1, The qunbty of showing or re­
II• 'ring cord ul, precise rrcatmcnt. 2. Dclit4cy o( chnmctcc or 
1cding; fast idiousness; scrupulousn=. 3. A fine point, small de• a or subtle distinction: 1/rt 11icdties of c1/q11c11~. 4. An elegant or 
11 lined feilturc; nn lllTlcnity. (ME 11icc1c, slllin«:$$, cx:acthude 
rt ofr silliness< nice, , illy. Se.: NICE.) 
~,he (~Tch. nesh) 11. 1. A recess in 11 wall, "5 for holding a nntue 111 r uto, 2. A cranny, hollow, or crevice. 3a. A snuation or nc1ivity 
~ally sui1ed 10 a ~rson'$ intcrcsu, abilities, or nnturc. b. A 

ceial area of demand for n product or service. 4. Ecology a. The 
IP nction or po irion of an organism or population within :in e<o• 
[~ community. b. The particular orca within 11 hnbitat occu-
·cd by nn organism. ~ tr,v. niched, nlch•ing, nich•es To place 

f' 3 niche. !Fr.< OPr. < 11ic/1itr, 10 n~t (< VI.at. 0 11td/cllra < Ult. 
:nus, nes1: sec sed• in App.j, or< Oltol. 11iccliio, seashell (pcrh. 
< !;IL m1tulm, mussel).) 

Ni•dil•ren {n~fch~-rEn'J Orig. Zcnnichimaro. 1222-82. Japn• 
ntsC Buddhisl monk and founder of n seer of Buddhism that 
l,(.J!Shisnnmc. 

Nlch•o•las (nlk1.>-bs), S;ilnt. 4th cent. A,D. Bishop of Myra m 
,ui.l Minor who is often as.sociatcd with Sant3 Cfau,. 
Nicholas I 1796-1855. Cur or Russin (1825-55) who suppressed 
lhe [)cecmbrist movement and led Russit1 into the Crimean W:ir 
(1853-56). 

Nicholas D 1868-1918. The last cz.ir ofRu»fo (1894-1917J, who 
WJS for«d 10 abdicate and was .:xccutcd by the Bolsheviks 3f1tr 
the Rt,·olu1ion of 1917, 

Nicholas of Cu•sa (k)•obtz:.,, -s:i) 1401-64. German prdntc, sd­
o,tist, and philosopher who emphasized the incompleteness of 
[he huf113ll knowledge of God and nature. 

Nich•ols (nlk1;li), Mike b. 1931. German-born Amer, singe and 
film director whose credits include The Odd Couplt ( 196S) and 
the film The Graduate (1967). 

nick (nik) 11. 1. A shallow notch, cut, or indentation on an edge or 
surface. 2. Chirfly Britis/1 Slang A prison or policc station. 3. Print­
ing A groove down the side of a piece of type used to ensure that 
it is correcdy placed. ❖ tr.v. nicked, nick•ing, nicks la. To cut 
a nick or notch in. b. To cut into and wound slightly. 2. To cut 
short; check. 3. Slang To cheat, esp. by ovcrchlll'ging. 4. Chiefly 
British Slang a. To steal. b. To arrest. -idiom: in the nick of 
time Just in time. [ME nik, poss. alteration of niche. See NICHE.] 

nick•el (nikl~l) " · 1. Symbol Ni A silvery hard ductile ferromag­
netic metallic element used in alloys and in corrosion-resistant 
surfaces and batteries and for electroplating. Atomic number 28; 
aromic weight 58.69; melting point l ,453°C; boiling point 2,732° 
C; specific gravity 8.902; valence 0, 1, 2, 3. See table at element. 
2, A US coin worth five cents, made of a nickel and copper alloy. 
3. Slang A nickel bag. ❖ tr. v. -eled, -el•ing, -els or -elled, -el• 
ling, -Els To coat with nickel. [Swed., short for kopparnickel, nic­
colite, partial transl. of Ger. Kupfernickef : Kupfer, copper + 
Nitkd, dc,,mon, ~ascal < the deceptive copper color of the ore 
(< the n~me Nikola11s, Nicholas).) 

nldc•el-and-dlme (nlk'al-~n-dlm'l Informal ndj. 1. Involving 
or paying only J small ~mount of money. 2. Minor; smnU-timc. 
♦ v. nlck•el-and-dlmed, nlck•el-and-dlm• ing, nlck•el-and· 
dimes or nick•eled-and-dimed, nick•el•lng-and-dlm•lng, 
nick•els•and-dlmes - 1111,. To ~nd very little money. -Ir. 1. 
To dniin or destroy bit hy bit. esp. fioancillUy. 2. To accumula1e 
in smill amounts. 

nick•el-lc {nT-k!l' Tk) adj. Of or containing trivalent nickel, Ni". 
nl~•el•lf•er•ous (ntk'~•1Tf' ar•3S) adj. Bearing or containing 
n~I. Used of ores. 

nlck•el•o•de•on (nTk'.i•lO'di:-;in) n. 1, An early movk theater 
~rging an admission price of five cents. 2. ,\ player piano. 3. A 
j,ikd,ox. (NIOOL + (Md)odcon, music hall; see M£l.OOE01-1.) 

nlck•el•ous (ntk';)•l:is) adj, Of or containing bivalent nickel, 
Ni'·, 

~~el sliver 11. A ,ilvcry hard corrosion-rcsist'.lllt ductUe mlllleil.• 
01cilloy of copper, zinc, ll!ld nickel, used in t.1ble1Varc. 

nlck•er (nlk' ~r) i11tr.v. -ered, -er•lng, •ers To neigh softly, 
IPcrh. alteration of uiclicr, freq. of NEIGH. I -nick'er n. 11
1
1~k•~us. (nlk11as), Jack WIiiiam b. 1940. Amer. golfer who won 

miJOr intemation:tl tournaments. 
"1<k•nack (nllc.'nak' ) 11. Vnriant of knickknack. 
n:name (ntlr.'n~m•) 11. 1. A descriptive name added to or re­

sh ng lhe actuill name of II person, place, or thing. 2. A f.imilia.r 
~~ oncncd fonn of a proper name, ~ tr.v. -named, -nam•ing, 

antes 1. To give nickname 10. 2. A,c/111/c To call by ~n incor• 
:ec~~mc; misname. !ME nek<!1111111t < n nikc 11amc, ~Iteration of 
~ 11a111c: elu, addhion (< OEem:11; sec aug- ln App,)+ 111111,e, 

Iii e:see~AME.1-nlck'nam'er 11. 
~ •o•bar Islands (nlk' 3•b.lr') An island group in the Bay of 
Ion"~ NW of Sumatni, part of the And~man and Nicobar ls. be• 

King lo India. 

ni •p,ise olive (nt-swliz1) 11. A sm3II edible variety of olive with 
a rich flavor. [Fr. 11if0ise, fem. of 11irois, of Nice. I 

Nic•o•let (ntk•a-lfll, nN(6•1~1), Jean 1598-1642. French ex­
plorer of the Great Lakes region (1634). 

Nic•ol•son (nl'.k.ldl-sdn), Sir Harold George 1886-1968. British 
diplomat noted for his biographies t1nd litcnry criticism. 

Nlc•o•me•dl•a (nlk'a-m~' de-;i) An dncient city of NW ia 
l\,[lnor near the Bosporus in prcscm-<foy Turkey. 

Nic•o•si•a {nlk';-s~'a) The cap. of C)'prus, in the N•central put; 
pro~bl)' founded before the ?th ccnL e.c. Pop. 186,400, 

nl•co•tl•an•a (nt-ko'she-for;i, • 1n3, -a'n;) 11. Any of various 
flowering annual or pcrcnnidl herbs of the genus Nicori,mn, na­
tive to the Americas and including the tobacco plant. [NLat. 
(herba) nicotillna, (herb of) Nicol, nicotiana, after Jean Nicot 
(15301-1600), French diplomat.] 

nlcotin- pref. 1. Nicotine; nicotinic. 2. Nicotinic acid: nicotin­
amide. [< NICOTINE,] 

nic•o•tin•a•mide adenine dinucleotide (nlk':Hin'a·mid', 
-teln~-) n. NAD. 

nic•o•tine (nik'a-ten') "· ,\ poisonous alkaloid, C10H,.N,, de­
ril·ed from the tobacco plnnumd lhe subs1ancc to which cigoreue 
t.mokc_rs become addicted. [ Fr. NI.at. 11iaiti1l11n. Sec NICOTTANA.) 

nlc•o•tln•ic (nlk'~•tln'lk, -te1nTk) ndj, 1. Of or relating to nico-
1inc. 2. Of or rcln1ing to niacin. 

nicotlnic acid 11. See niacin. [So callccl because it is oflcn ob­
tained by oxidizing nicotine.] 

nic•o•tin•lsm (nik' ~-t~•nlz'dm) "· Nicotine poisoning, caused 
by excessive U$C of tobacco. 

nlc•ti•tate (nik'tI-tat') also nic•tate (nik1m') intr.v. -tat•ed, 
-tat•ing, -tates To wink. [Med.Lat. nictitilre, 11ictitiit-, freq. of 
Lat. nictiire.] -nic'ti •taltion n. 

nic•ti•tat•ing membrane (nlkltI-ta'ting) also nic•tat•ing 
membrane (nlk' 1~'1ing) "· A tra.nsparant inner eyelid in birds, 
reptiles, and some mammals 1ha1 protects ~nd moistens the eye. 

nl•date (nJld~t) rr.v. -dat•ed, -dar-ing, -dates To become im­
planted in the uterus. Used of a fertilized cell. [Nm(us) + -ATE1.] 
-ni•daltion "· 

nid •der-ing (nid'~r-Ing) n. Archaic A cowardly person; a wretch. 
[Misreading of ME nithi11g < OE nlthing < ON nldhingr < nidh, 
scorn.] 

nlde (ntd) 11. A nest or brood of ph=rs. (Lat. 11rdus, nest. Sec 
sed• !n App.] 

nl•dlc•o•lous (nl-dik1a-l~s) ndj. 1. Ramoining in the ncsl ruler 
hntchlng until gro1Vn or nearly grown. Used of birds. 2. Sharing 
the nest of of another animal specie$, Used of insects. (I.al. 1tld11s, 
nest; see sed- in App. + -cotous.] 

ni•dif•u•gous (ni-diflyd-gds) adj. Leaving the nest a short time 
after hatr:.hing. [Lat. nu/11s, nest; see sed- in App. + Lat. -fugus, 
fleeing ( < f11gcre, to flee; see FUGITIVE).) 

nid•i•fy (nid'd•fI') intr.v. -fled, -fy•ing, -fies To build a nest. 
(Lat. nrdificllre : n,dus, nest; see sed- in App. + -ficare, -fy.] 
- nid'i•fi•caltion (-fi-ka/shdn) " · 

ni•dus (nildas) n., pl. -dus•es or -di (-di) 1. A nest, esp. one for 
the eggs of insects, spiders, or small animals. 2. A cavity where 
spores develop. 3. Pathology A central point or focus of bacterial 
growth in an organism 4. A point or place at which something 
originates, accumulates, or develops. [Lat. nrdus. See sed• in 
App.] 

Nie•buhr (ne'boor', -bdr), Barthold George 1776-1831. Ger­
man historian who developed the scicnlific study ol hiSlory. 

Niebuhr, Reinhold 1892-1971. Amer. theologian who argued 
th3t Chtis1ianity is oblign1ed to confront e1hiC:1I, social, and 
moral problems. 

niece (nes) n. 1. The daughter of one's brother or sister or of the 
brother or sister of one's spouse. 2. The illegitimate daughter of 
an ecclesiastic who has taken a vow of celibacy. [ME nece < OFr. 
< VL:11. •11cptia < La1. 11cp1ls. See nepot• in App.] 

nl•elolo (ne-eJlo) "·• pl. -e l•li (-eJlt) Or -el•los 1. Any of several 
black metallic alloys of sulfur with copper, n1vcr, or lead, used to 
fiU an incised design on the surface of another metal. 2, A surface 
or object decorated with nieUo. 3. The art or process of orna· 
menting metal surfaces with niello. ❖ tr. v. -toed, -lo• ing, -los 
To dccom1e or inlay with niello. [Ital. < Med.Lat. 11/gcl/11m 
< neut.of 1.;it. nigellus, dim. of niger, black. See nekw+ in App.I 
- nl•ellllst 11. 

Nie•men (nelman, nye'-) See Neman. 
Nie•mey-er (nelmi'ar ), Oscar b. 1907. Brazilian architect who 
directed the creation of Brazil's capital, Brasilia (1950-{iO), 

Nle•tzsche (ne'cha, -che), Friedrich Wilhelm 1844-1900. Ger­
man philosopher whose works include Thus Spake Zarathustra 
(1883-92). -Nieltzsche•an adj. 8r n. 

Nlf•l•heim (nivlal-ham' ) " · Mythology The realm of the dead in 
Norse myth. [ ON niflheimr: nifl-, mist, dark; see nebh- in App. 
+ heimr, home; see tkei- in App.] 

nif•ty (niflte) S/a11g adj. ·ti•er, -ti•est First-rate; great: a nifty 
idea. ❖ 11. , pl. -ties A nifty person or thing, esp. a clever joke. [?] 
-niflti•ly adv. - nif'ti•ness " · 

Nig. abbr. Nigeria 
Ni•ger (nI'j~r, ne-zhar') A country of W-central Africa; achieved 
independence from France in 1960. Cap. Niamey. Pop. 
6,846,000. 
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