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pacream or fawn body with dark brown points; also : a Siamese
th such coloring
(1608) : a finger ring engraved with a seal : SIGNET RING
\'sé(a)l-skin\ » (14c) 1 : the fur or pelt of a fur seal 2:
(as a jacket, coat, or cape) of sealskin — sealskin adj
terrier \'sé-lé-,ham-, esp Brit -1e-om-\ n [Sealyham, Pem-
Wales] (1907) : any of a breed of short-legged long-headed
wed heavy-boned chiefly white terriers developed in Wales
sém\ n [ME seem, fr. OE séam; akin to OE siwian to sew —
sew] (bef. 12c) 1 a: the joining of two pieces (as of cloth or
by sewing usu. near the edge b : the stitching used in such a
p 2: the space between adjacent planks or strakes of a ship 3
groove, or ridge formed by the abutment of edges b : a thin
rstratum (as of rock) between distinctive layers; also : a bed of
e mineral and esp. coal irrespective of thickness ¢ : a line left
or wound; also : WRINKLE 4 : a weak or vulnerable area or
und 2 ~ in the zone defense) — seamelike \-lik\ adj — at the
2 ENTIRELY, COMPLETELY (falling apart at the seams)
582) 1 a: to join by sewing b: to join as if by sewing (as
, riveting, or heat-sealing) 2 : to mark with lines suggest-
~ yi me fissured or ridgy — seam-er n
ad\ or sea—maid+en \-,ma-d°n\ 7 (1590) : MERMAID;
ss or nymph of the sea
on\ 7 (bef. 12c) 1: SAILOR, MARINER 2 a: any of the
below petty officer in the navy or coast guard b : an en-
in the navy or coast guard ranking above a seaman appren-
w a petty officer
sprentice » (1947) : an enlisted man in the navy or coast
king above a seaman recruit and below a seaman
\'sé-man-,lik\ adj (1796) : characteristic of or befitting a

nt seaman
by \-18\ adj (1798) : SEAMANLIKE
recruit # (1947) : an enlisted man of the lowest rank in the
t guard
p \'sé-man-,ship\ n (1766) : the art or skill of handling,
navigating a ship
k\-mirk\ n (15c) 1: aline on a coast marking the tidal limit
dlevated object serving as a beacon to mariners

n(15¢) : SEAGULL; esp : a common gull (Larus canus) chiefly
d northwestern No. America
(1796) : NAUTICAL MILE
8 \'sem-las\ adj (15¢) 1 : having no seams 2 : having no
d transitions or indications of disparity : perfectly smooth <a
) of beauty and intelligence —Jack Kroll ef al.) — seam-less-
— seam-less-ness \-nas\ n
\'sé-maunt\ »n (1941) : a submarine mountain rising above

a

oor

2 n1(ca. 1520) : any of various large broad marine polychaete
genus Aphrodite) covered with hairlike setae

\'sem(p)-star also "sem(p)-\ n [ME semester, semster, fr. OE

2 seamstress, tailor, fr. seam seam] (bef. 12¢) : a person em-

| sewing; esp : TAILOR

\-stras\ 7 (1644) : a woman whose occupation is sewing

&-mé\ adj seamei-er; -est (1604) 1 archaic : having the

le of the seam showing 2 a : UNPLEASANT b : DEGRADED,
seam-i-ness n

) n(t)s, -0s, sa-*\ n [F, fr. seoir to sit, fr. L sedére — more

1: SESSION, SITTING 2 : a spiritualist meeting to receive

nunications

n (1601) : a stinging jellyfish; esp : one (Chrysaora quin-

a) occurring esp. in Atlantic estuaries from Cape Cod to the

I tﬁ’xbm sing or pl in constr (1894) : a tall grass (Uniola

it t has panicles resembling those of the oat, grows chiefly

of the southern U.S., and is useful as a sand binder

nn(l4c) : sQUILL 1a
(1664) : a rare marine otter (Enhydra lutris) of the northern

jasts that may attain a length of six }yeet (two meters), is chiefly

it with lighter coloration on the back of the head and neck,

‘lh'#dy on shellfish

n(1763) : any of numerous anthozoans (order Pennatulacea)
colonies with a feathery form

'sé-,pes\ 71 (1656) : SEASCAPE 2

1: THRIFT4 2: any of a genus (Sabatia) of smooth

American herbs of the gentian family typically having pink

ose flowers

e \-plan\ # (1913) : an airplane designed to take off from and
water

\'sé-,port, -,port\ 7 (ca. 1520) : a port, harbor, or town acces-

oing ships

I(l§49) 1: a nation having formidable naval strength 2

n [alter. of dial. seapoose tidal stream, fr. Unquachog
nguage of Long Island) seépus river] (ca. 1891) : a
ong shore undertow

 \'se-kwak\ 7 [sea + earthquake] (1680) : a submarine

b [ME seren, fr. OE séarian to become sere, fr. séar sere] vi
to cause withering or drying ~ vt 1: to make withered
PARCH 2 : to burn, scorch, or injure with or as if with sud-
on of intense heat — sear-ing-ly \-ig-1é\ adv

): amark or scar left by searing

ob. fr. MF serre grasp, fr. serrer to press, grasp, fr. LL serare
ch, fr. L sera bar for fastening a door} (1596) : the catch that
iammer of a gun’s lock at cock or half cock

h\ vb [ME cerchen, fr. MF cerchier to go about, survey,

examine for articles concealed on the person e : to look at as if to
discover or penetrate intention or nature 2 : to uncover, find, or come
to know by inquiry or scrutiny — usu. used with outr ~ vi 1: to look
or inquire carefully (~~ed for the papers) 2 : to make painstaking
investigation or examination — search-able \'sor-chs-bal\ adj —
searcheer n — search-ing-ly \-chin-1&\ adv

2search n (15¢) 1 a: an act of searching (a ~ for food) {(go in ~ of
help) b: an act of boarding and inspecting a ship on the high seas in
exercise of right of search 2 obs : a party that searches 3 : power or
range of penetrating; also : a penetrating effect

search engine n (1984) : computer software used to search data (as
text or a database) for specified information

searcheless \'sarch-1as\ adj (1605) : INSCRUTABLE, IMPENETRABLE

search-light \-lit\ » (1883) : an apparatus for projecting a powerful
beam of light; also : a beam of light projected by it

search warrant n (1818) : a warrant authorizing a search (as of a
house) for stolen goods or unlawful possessions

sea robin n (1814) : any of a family (Triglidae) of marine bony fishes
typically having a spiny armored head and the bottom three rays of the
pectoral fin on each side free of membrane and modified for use as
feelers or in crawling — called also gurnard

sea room 7 (ca. 1554) : room for maneuver at sea

sea rover 1 (ca. 1580) : one that roves the sea; specif: PIRATE

sea—run \'sé-'ron\ adj (1885) : ANADROMOUS {a ~ salmon)

sea-scape \'sé-skap\ n (1799) 1 : a view of the sea 2 : a picture
representing a scene at sea

sea scorpion 7 (1896) 1: sCULPIN1 2: EURYPTERID

Sea Scout n (1911) : SEA EXPLORER

sea serpent n (1774) : a large marine animal resembling a serpent
often reported to have been seen but never proved to exist

sea-shell \"sé-,;shel\ n (bef. 12c) : the shell of a marine animal and esp.
a mollusk

sea-shore \-shor, -,shor\ n (1526) 1 a : land adjacent to the sea
: SEACOAST b : NATIONAL SEASHORE 2 : all the ground between the
ordinary high-water and low-water marks : FORESHORE

sea-sick \-sik\ adj (ca. 1566) : affected with or suggestive of seasick-
ness

sea.sick-ness \-nos\ 7z (1625) : motion sickness experienced on the
water

sea.side \'sé-sid\ n (13c) : the district or land bordering the sea
: country adjacent to the sea : SEASHORE — seaside adj

sea slug n (1779) 1 : HOLOTHURIAN 2 : a naked marine gastropod;
specif : NUDIBRANCH

sea snake n (1755) 1 : SEA SERPENT 2 : any of numerous venomous
aquatic chiefly viviparous elapid snakes of warm seas

igea.son \'sé-z’n\ # [ME, fr. MF saison, fr. OF, fr. L sation-, satio action
of sowing, fr. serere to sow — more at sow} (14c) 1 a: atime charac-
terized by a particular circumstance or feature {in a ~ of religious
awakening —F. A. Christie) b: a suitable or natural time or occasion
{when my ~ comes to sit on David’s throne —John Milton) ¢ : an
indefinite period of time : WHILE (sent home again to her father for a ~
—Francis Hackett) 2 a: a period of the year characterized by or
associated with a particular activity or phenomenon (hay fever ~): as
(1) : a period associated with some phase or activity of agriculture (as
growth or harvesting) (2) : a period in which an animal engages in
some activity (as migrating or mating); also : ESTRUS, HEAT (3) : the
period normally characterized by a particular kind of weather <a long
rainy ~) (4) : a period marked by special activity esp. in some field
(tourist ~) (5) : a period in which a place is most frequented b
: one of the four quarters into which the year is commonly divided ¢
: the time of a major holiday 3 : YEAR (a boy of seven ~s) 4 [ME
sesoun, fr. sesounen to season] : SEASONING 5 : the schedule of official
games played or to be played by a sports team during a playing season
{got through the ~ undefeated) 6 : OFF-SEASON {closed for the ~) —
in season 1: at theright time 2 : at the stage of greatest fitness (as
for eating) {peaches are in season) 3: legally available to be hunted or
caught — out of season : not in season

2season vb sea.soned; sea-son-ing \'séz-niy, 'sé-z’n-in\ [ME sesounen,
fr. MF assaisoner to ripen, season, fr. OF, fr. a- (fr. L ad-) + saison
season] vt (14c) 1 a: to give (food) more flavor or zest by adding
seasoning or savory ingredients b : to give a distinctive quality to as if
by seasoning; esp : to make more agreeable (advice ~ed with wit) ¢
archaic ; to qualify by admixture : TEMPER 2 a: to treat (as wood or
a skillet) so as to prepare for use b : to make fit by experience (a ~ed
veteran) ~ vi: to become seasoned

sea-son-able \'séz-na-bal, 's&-z°n-o-bal\ adj (14c) 1 : suitable to the
season or circumstances : TIMELY {a ~ frost) 2 : occurring in good or
proper time : OPPORTUNE {a ~ time for discussion) — sea-son-able-
ness n — sea.son-ably \-blé\ adv

sea.soneal \'séz-nal, "sé-z’n-al\ adj (1838) 1 : of, relating to, or vary-
ing in occurrence according to the season {~ storms) 2 : affected or
caused by seasonal need or availability (~ industries) — sea-son-al-i-
ty \;sé-z°n-"a-lo-té\ n — sea.son«al-ly \'séz-no-1¢, 'sé-z’n-o-1&\ advy
seasonal affective disorder n (1985) : depression that tends to recur
as the days grow shorter during the fall and winter

sea.sone-er \'séz-nar, 'sé-z°’n-ar\ n (1598) : one that seasons: as a: a
user of seasonings (a heavy ~) b: SEASONING

sea-son-ing \'séz-nin, 'sé-z’n-ip\ n (1580) : something that serves to
season; esp : an ingredient (as a condiment, spice, or herb) added to
food primarily for the savor that it imparts

\o\ abut \?\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \&\ mop, mar
\au\ out \ch\chin \e\bet \&\easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \j\job
\p\ sing \6\ go \O\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \u\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, ", cs, &, W, T, ¥\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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“...superb...”

—WILLIAM SAFIRE, The New York Times
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