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[57] ABSTRACT 
A DC-to-DC voltage converter is disclosed for con­
verting the voltage from a battery to provide a power 
supply voltage whose value can be equal to the battery 
voltage multiplied by or divided by a non-integral fac­
tor, e.g. §. The converter operates on the principle of 
capacitor charge switching, and high conversion effi­
ciency is achieved in operation at very low levels of 
supply current, such as are utilized in an electronic 
timepiece. 

10 Claims, 24 Drawing Figures 
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DC-TO-DC VOLTAGE CONVERTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In recent years, there has been an increasing trend 
toward the use of various types of battery-powered 
small-size electronic devices, including electronic time­
pieces, calculators, etc. Such devices have become in­
creasingly practical as a result of various.developments 
in the electronic field, such as the widespread use of 10 
CMOS integrated circuits, which have a very low level 
of power consumption. However in spite of the im­
proved performance of battery-powered devices 
brought about by such developments, several disadvan­
tages still remain. Even with a low level of circuit cur- 15 
rent consumption, the voltage produced by a battery 
will fall throughout its operating life, the resulting vari­
ations in the battery voltage being determined by the 
particular type of battery. In some cases the battery 
voltage will fall relatively gradually throughout the 20 
operating life, while in other cases the voltage will 
remain relatively constant throughout most of the oper­
ating life and then suddenly fall sharply toward a lower 
level, and remain close to that level up to the end of the 
battery life. Such variations in battery voltage can have 25 
an adverse effect upon the operation of an electronic 
circuit which is powered by the battery, so that in many 
cases it is desirable or necessary to provide some means 
of providing a stable supply voltage from the battery 
voltage. This can be done by utilizing a conventional 30 
type of voltage regulator circuit, in which a control 
element connected between the battery and the load 
provides a certain degree of voltage drop, such as to 
maintain a constant voltage at the load. With such a 
voltage regulator circuit, the current which flows out of 35 
the battery is always equal to or greater than the current 
which flows in the load, i.e. a certain amount of power 
is dissipated by the control element in order to provide 
voltage regulation. However in the case of electronic 
equipment of small size, powered by a miniature type of 40 
battery, for example an electronic timepiece powered 
by a silver oxide cell, it is essential that power consump­
tion be reduced to the minimum possible level, in order 
to assure sufficient length of battery life. Thus a conven­
tional type of voltage regulator circuit is not a practica- 45 
ble method of overcoming the effects of variations in 
battery voltage upon the electronic circuitry supplied 
by the battery, in such a case. An alternative approach 
to this problem is to use a charge switching type of 
capacitor voltage divider known in the prior art and 50 
described hereinafter, to convert the battery voltage to 
provide a supply voltage of lower value, e.g. one half of 
the battery voltage, and to use this supply voltage to 
operate an electronic circuit during the first part of the 
battery life and utilize the battery voltage directly dur- 55 
ing the last part of the battery life. In this way, a more 
constant level of supply voltage can be obtained than is 
available from the battery alone. However, as will be 
described hereinafter, such a prior art type of capacitor 
voltage divider circuit can only provide a voltage divi- 60 
sion ratio which is at most ½, i.e. a voltage division ratio 
of ½, !, ¼, etc. Thus, for example, it is not possible to 
provide certain highly desirable values of voltage divi­
sion ratio, such as for example would enable a voltage 
of 1 V to be obtained from a 1.5 V silver oxide battery. 65 
Thus, although the charge switching capacitor voltage 
divider circuit has a very high conversion efficiency, it 
has not been possible hitherto to utilize it for providing 

2 
a supply voltage from the battery voltage of miniature 
electronic device such as an electronic timepiece. 

Another requirement which exists at present is for the 
provision of a plurality of DC supply voltage levels, for 
the matrix drive circuits of a liquid crystal display de­
vice used in a miniature electronic device powered by a 
small-capacity battery, for example an electronic time­
piece or pocket calculator. It is necessary to provide at 
least three different voltage levels to supply power to 
such a drive circuit. To obtain these supply voltage 
levels from a single battery, it is of course possible to use 
the battery voltage as the highest level and to utilize 
conventional voltage regulator circuits to provide volt­
ages of lower level than the battery voltage. However, 
as described above, it is undesirable to use such voltage 
regulator circuits from considerations of minimizing 
battery power consumption. 

It can therefore be understood that there exists a 
requirement for some means of converting the voltage 
of a battery to a higher and/or lower level to provide 
one or more supply voltages, with a high degree of 
conversion efficiency even at very low operating power 
levels, and with a high degree of flexibility in selecting 
the voltage conversion factor. These requirements are 
completely met by a DC-to-DC voltage converter cir­
cuit according to the present invention. Such a DC-to­
DC voltage converter circuit provides the very high 
level of conversion efficiency of a conventional charge 
switching capacitor voltage divider circuit, but enables 
a supply voltage to be produced whose value can be 
equal to the battery voltage multiplied or divided by a 
factor which need not be an integer, for example t 2/5, 
etc. A DC-to-DC voltage converter circuit according 
to the present invention therefore provides means 
whereby a substantially constant level of supply voltage 
can be obtained from the battery of a miniature elec­
tronic device, or whereby a number of levels of supply 
voltage can be obtained from a miniature battery, of 
value greater than or less than the battery voltage, for 
supplying power to matrix drive circuitry of a liquid 
crystal display device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a DC-to-DC con­
verter circuit for converting the voltage of a battery to 
provide a supply voltage having a value different from 
the battery voltage. More specifically the present inven­
tion relates to a DC-to-DC converter having a very 
high conversion efficiency even at supply currents of 
the order of a fraction of a microampere, and for which 
the voltage conversion factor can be flexibly deter­
mined to have a suitable value. 

A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to the pres­
ent invention comprises a main capacitor, a plurality of 
auxiliary capacitors, and electronic switching means for 
repetitively and alternately connecting the auxiliary 
capacitors in parallel with one another and (as a paral­
lel-connected group) in series with the main capacitor, 
and connecting the auxiliary capacitors in series with 
one another and (as a series-connected group) in parallel 
with the main capacitor. The voltage division or multi­
plication factor of the circuit is determined by the num­
ber of auxiliary capacitors. Furthermore, a plurality of 
groups of auxiliary capacitors can be used, and in this 
case the voltage conversion factor is determined both 
by the number of groups of auxiliary capacitors and the 
number of capacitors in each group. The electronic 
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switching means for controlling the interconnections 
between the main and auxiliary capacitors can conve­
niently comprise a group of electronic switching ele­
ments which are operated by switching signals gener­
ated within an electronic circuit powered by the output 5 

voltage from the DC-to-DC converter circuit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1A and lB are simplified circuit diagrams for 
illustrating the operation of a prior art type of capacitor 10 
voltage divider circuit used for battery voltage step­
down conversion; 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are simplified circuit diagrams for 
illustrating the principles of operation of a DC-to-DC 
converter circuit according to the present invention, 15 
comprising a voltage step-down circuit; 

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of an embodiment of a 
voltage step-down circuit such as is described with 
reference to FIG. 3, and having two auxiliary capaci-
tors; 20 

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram for illustrating the opera­
tion of the embodiment of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the electrical charac­
teristics of the embodiment of FIG. 3, with respect to 25 
battery current consumption and output voltage; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram for illustrating certain of the 
characteristics shown in FIG. 5 in expanded form, and 
for illustrating the effects of changes in certain circuit 
constants upon these characteristics; 30 

FIGS. 7A and 7B are simplified circuit diagrams for 
illustrating the principles of operation of another em­
bodiment of a voltage step-down circuit according to 
the present invention, in which two groups of auxiliary 
capacitors are utilized; 35 

FIGS. SA and SB are simplified circuit diagrams for 
illustrating the operation of another embodiment of a 
voltage step-down circuit according to the present in­
vention, in which three groups of auxiliary capacitors 
are utilized; 40 

FIGS. 9A and 9B are simplified circuit diagrams for 
illustrating the operation of an embodiment of a voltage 
step-down circuit in which a plurality of groups of 
auxiliary capacitors with different numbers of capaci-
tors in each group are utilized; 45 

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram of an embodiment of a 
voltage step-down circuit according to the present in­
vention in which two different voltage division ratios 
are selectively employed in accordance with the level 
of battery voltage, under the control of a battery volt- 50 
age detection circuit; 

FIGS. UA and llB are simplified circuit diagrams 

4 
supply voltage levels by conversion of a battery volt­
age; and 

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram of an embodiment of a 
DC-to-DC voltage conversion circuit operating ac­
cording to the principles shown in FIGS. 14A and 14B. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Before describing some embodiments of the present 
invention, a prior art type of capacitor voltage divider 
circuit will first be described, with reference to FIGS. 
lA and lB. FIG. lA shows such a circuit in a first 
operating condition, in which a group of capacitors 13a, 
13b, ... 13n (i.e. a total of n capacitors) are connected 
in series with one another across a battery 10, to be 
charged from battery 10. A load, comprising an elec­
tronic circuit 12, is connected across one capacitor 13a. 
FIG. 1B shows the circuit in a second operating condi~ 
tion, in which capacitors 13a, 13b . .. 13n are connected 
in parallel with one another and in parallel with elec­
tronic circuit 12, while isolated from battery 10, so that 
electronic circuit 12 is suppplied with power in the form 
of discharge current flowing from capacitors 13a, 13b . 
.. 13n. Such a circuit operates by alternately and repeti­
tively switching over between the states shown in 
FIGS. 1A and 1B. In other words, a charge operation is 
performed in which an electric charge is stored in ca­
pacitors 13a, 13b . . . 13n by current flowing from bat­
tery 10, then the capacitors are isolated from battery 10 
and a discharge operation is performed in which current 
flows into the load, i.e. electronic circuit 12, as a result 
of discharge of capacitors 13a, 13b, . . . 13n. 

The operation of such a circuit will now be described, 
assuming that each of capacitors 13a, 13b, ... 13n has an 
identical capacitance value, which will be designated as 
C, with the voltage of battery 10 being designated as 
Vb. For the state shown in FIG. 1A, with capacitors 
13a, 13b, . . . 13n connected in series across battery 10, 
assuming that charging of these capacitors has been 
completed, the voltage appearing across each capacitor 
will be equal to Vb/n. When the condition shown in 
FIG. lB is now entered, so that capacitors 13a, 13b, .. 
. 13n are connected in parallel across electronic circuit 
12, then the voltage across each capacitor will fall from 
Vb/n to a lower value, which can be designated as V d. 
The amount of charge transfer, i.e. capacitative dis­
charge, which then occurs can be designated as Qd, 
which is given as: 

Qd=nXCX(Vb/n-Vd) 

When the charging condition shown in FIG. 1A is 
now entered, then the amound of charge which must be 

for illustrating the operation of a prior art type of capac­
itor voltage multiplied circuit, used for battery voltage 
step-up conversion; 

FIGS. 12A and 12B are simplified circuit diagrams 
for illustrating the principles of operation of a DC-to­
DC converter circuit according to the present inven­
tion, comprising a voltage step-up circuit; 

55 delivered from battery 10 to raise the voltage across 
each of capacitors 13a, 13b, ... 13n from the value V d 
back up to the value Vb/n can be designated as Qc. In 
this case capacitors 13a, 13b, . . . 13n are connected in 

FIGS. 13A and 13B are simplified circuit diagrams 60 
for illustrating the operation of an embodiment of a 
voltage step-up circuit according to the present inven­
tion, having two groups of auxiliary capacitors; 

FIGS. 14A and 14B are simplified circuit diagrams 
for illustrating the operation of a combination of a ca- 65 
pacitor voltage divider type of voltage step-down cir­
cuit with a voltage step-up circuit according to the 
present invention, for thereby providing three different 

series with one another, so that the total capacitance 
which they present to battery 10 is equal to C/n. The 
amount of change in voltage which takes place across 
this total capacitance is obtained by subtracting 
(n XV d) from the battery voltage Vb. Thus, the value 
of Qc is given as: 

Qc = C/n X (Vb - n X Vd) 

= C X (Vb/m - Vd) 
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The ratio between Qd and Qc is therefore equal to 1/n. 
From this it can be understood that under a condition of 
repetitive alternation between the charge and discharge 
conditions shown in FIGS. IA and 1B respectively, the 
ratio between the amount of current drawn from bat- 5 
tery 10 and the current . which flows into electronic 
circuit 12 will be equal to 1/n. 

Such a capacitor voltage divider circuit provides a 
very high conversion efficiency, with the amount of 
current drawn from battery 10 being reduced in propor- IO 
tion to the degree of voltage reduction attained. How­
ever the voltage division ratio provided by such a cir­
cuit is obviously limited to a certain range of values, of 
½ or less (i.e. ½, ½, ¼, ... and so on). This makes such a 
circuit impractical for certain voltage reduction appli- 15 
cations. For example, it is desirable to produce a supply 
voltage of the order of 1 V from the approximately 1.5 
V output of a silver oxide battery, in order to supply 
power to CMOS circuits in an electronic timepiece 
powered by such a battery. However with the capacitor 20 
voltage divider circuit of the prior art described above, 
it is only possible to produce a supply voltage of0.75 V, 
or 0.5 V or less from a silver oxide battery. 

It is of course possible to utilize a conventional type 
of voltage regulator circuit to produce any desired 25 
amount of voltage reduction of a battery voltage. How­
ever, such a voltage regulator circuit operates on the 
basis of a series element connected between the load 
and the battery, with the amount of voltage drop across 
this series element being automatically varied such as to 30 
provide a constant voltage across the load. The current 
which flows from the battery and that which flows in 
the load are essentially equal, with power being dissi­
pated through the voltage drop in the series element. 

6 
n auxiliary capacitors is of identical value, as is also 
main capacitor 16. However it should be noted that this 
is no way a necessary prerequisite for such a circuit. 

The operation of such a circuit will now be described. 
During actual operation, rapid and repetitive alterna­
tion between the charging condition of FIG. 2A and the 
discharge condition of FIG. 2B takes place, and as a 
result, a substantially steady-state voltage is developed 
across main capacitor 16. This voltage will be desig­
nated as Vm. The voltages appearing across auxiliary 
capacitors 18a, 18b, . . . 18n will be designated as Va, 
Vb, ... Vn respectively, and the voltage of battery 10 
as Vbt. Since auxiliary capacitors 18a, 18b, ... 18n are 
connected in parallel during the charging condition of 
FIG. 2A, the voltages developed across each of these 
capacitors must be identical. Thus, the following rela­
tionships are true: 

Va=Vb=-=Vn 

Vm= Va+ Vb+-Vn 

(as a result of the discharge condition of FIG. 2B) 

Vbt=Va+Vm 

Assuming that there are n auxiliary capacitors 18a, 
18b, . . . 18n, and designating the voltage across each of 
the auxiliary capacitors as Vs, the following relation­
ships are true: 

Vm=nXVs 

Vbt= Vs+ Vm=(n+ l)X Vs 

Such dissipation of battery power is unacceptable in 35 And thus the voltage division ratio Vm/Vbt is given as: 
certain applications, such as for an electronic timepiece 
powered by a miniature battery having a very limited 
capacity. 

Thus, the capacitor voltage divider circuit of the 
prior art can provide a very high conversion efficiency, 40 
making it highly suitable in that respect for miniature 
battery-powered electronic devices, but has the disad­
vantage that the voltage division ratio cannot be flexi­
bly selected. The voltage regulator type of circuit on 
the other hand can provide any desired voltage division 45 
ratio, but offers too low a conversion efficiency for 
certain applications. The above disadvantages are over­
come by the present invention, as will now be de­
scribed. 

Referring first to FIGS. 2A and 2B, simplified circuit 50 
diagrams are shown which illustrate the basic principles 
of operation of a DC-to-DC voltage converter compris­
ing a voltage step-down circuit according to the present 
invention. As in FIGS. IA and 1B, numeral 10 denotes 
a battery and numeral 12 an electronic circuit which 55 
constitutes a load on the voltage step-down circuit. 
Numeral 14 denotes a voltage divider circuit compris­
ing a capacitor 16 which is permanently connected in 
parallel with electronic circuit 12, and will be referred 
to as the main capacitor, and a set of capacitors 18a, 18b, 60 
... 18n, which will be referred to as the auxiliary capac­
itors. FIG. 2A illustrates the charging condition of 
circuit operation, in which auxiliary capacitors 18a, 18b, 
... 18n are connected in parallel with one another, and 
are connected in series with main capacitor 16. Battery 65 
10 is connected across the series-connected main and 
auxiliary capacitors to thereby charge them. For sim­
plicity of description it will be assumed that each of the 

Vm/Vbt=nl(n+ I) 

If (n+ 1) is designated as N, then the voltage division 
ratio can be rewritten as (N-1)/N. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a circuit diagram is shown 
of an embodiment of a voltage step-down circuit ac­
cording to the present invention, which operates ac­
cording to the principles described hereinabove with 
reference to FIG. 2. Portions of the circuit of FIG. 3 
having identical functions to portions of FIGS. 2A and 
2B are provided with corresponding reference numer­
als. In the embodiment of FIG. 3, two auxiliary capaci­
tors 20 and 22 are utilized. A group of electronic 
switches 24 to 36 serve to alternately and repetitively 
connect capacitors 20 and 22 in parallel with one an­
other and in series with main capacitor 16, and in series 
with one another and in parallel with main capacitor 16. 
For ease of description, the circuit network comprising 
auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22, main capacitor 16 and 
electronic switches 24 to 36 shown within a broken-line 
rectangle, will be referred to as voltage divider circuit 
14. However it should be understood that voltage di­
vider circuit 14 constitutes only part of the overall volt­
age dropping circuit, since signals must be applied to 
operate electronic switches 24 to 36. Such signals com­
prise switching pulses, designated as P, which are pro­
duced by a switching pulse generating circuit 42 con­
tained in electronic· circuit • 12 and are transferred 
through an AND gate 46. As indicated by the letter L, 
electronic switches 24, 26, 28, and 30 are of a type 
which attain the ON (i.e. closed) state when a low logic 
level potential is applied to a control electrode thereof. 
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As indicated by the letter H, on the other hand, elec­
tronic switches 32, 34 and 36 are of a type which attain 
the closed state when a high logic level potential is 
applied to a control electrode thereof. The connections 
shown in FIG. 3 are intended to indicate that electronic 5 
switches 24, 26, 28 and 30 are in the closed state when 
signal P is at the low logic level potential, while elec­
tronic switches 32, 34 and 36 are in the OFF (i.e. open) 
state, and vice versa. Numeral 38 denotes an electronic 
switch which is controlled by an output signal Dv from 10 
a battery voltage detection circuit 44. The electronic 
switch 40 is also controlled by signal Dv. When the 
voltage of battery 10 is below a certain predetermined 
level, signal Dv is output by battery voltage detection 
circuit 44 at the low logic level potential. When the 15 
voltage of battery 10 is above this threshold level, signal 
Dv is output by battery voltage detection circuit 44 at 
the high logic level potential. To ensure satisfactory 
operation of the circuit, signal Dv does not go from the 
low to the high logic level until a predetermined time 20 
delay has elapsed. Thus, when battery 10 is first con­
nected into the circuit of FIG. 3, electronic switch 38 
will remain in the closed state for a certain time delay, 
so that battery 10 is connected directly across electronic 
circuit 12 during that time. At this time also, electronic 25 
switches 24, 26, 28 and 30 are in the closed state, so that 
auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 are connected in parallel 
with one another and are connected in series with main 
capacitor 16. In this embodiment, each of main capaci-
tor 16 and auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 has the same 30 
value of capacitance. Thus, while signal Dv from bat­
tery voltage detection circuit 44 is at the low logic level 
potential, so that electronic switches 24, 26, 28 and 30 
are in the closed state and auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 
are connected in parallel with one another and con- 35 
nected in series with main capacitor 16, the voltage 
developed across main capacitor 16 will be twice that 
developed across parallel-connected auxiliary capaci­
tors 20 and 22, since the effective capacitance devel­
oped by the auxiliary capacitors in this case will be 40 
double that of main capacitor 16. It will be assumed that 
battery 10 in this embodiment is a silver cell, so that 
main capacitor 16 will become charged to approxi­
mately 1 V while each of auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 
will become charged to approximately 0.5 V, immedi- 45 
ately after battery 10 is first connected into the circuit. 
At this time, electronic circuit 12 will start to become 
operative, since it becomes connected to battery 10 
through switch 38. After a predetermined time delay, 
signal Dv from battery voltage detection circuit 44 will 50 
go to the high logic level potential, thereby enabling 
switching pulses P to be transferred through AND gate 
46. When signal Dv goes to the high logic level also, 
electronic switch 38 goes to the open state, and elec­
tronic switch 40 enters the closed state, so that elec- 55 
tronic circuit 12 is now connected across the output 
from voltage divider circuit 14 (i.e. across main capaci-
tor 16) through electronic switch 40. Thereafter, the 
voltage dropping operation described hereinabove with 
reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B will begin, with elec- 60 
tronic switches 24 to 36 operating under the control of 
switching pulses P to be repetitively and alternately set 
into the closed and open states, so that the charging and 
discharge states described hereinabove will be repeti­
tively and alternately established. During the discharge 65 
state, auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 which have been 
charged to 0.5 V in the charging state, will be con­
nected in series so that a potential of 1 V is developed 

8 
across them, and they are connected in parallel with 
main capacitor 16 across electronic circuit 12. During a 
subsequent time interval electronic circuit 12 is isolated 
from battery 10 and is supplied with power solely by 
discharge currents flowing from auxiliary capacitors 20 
and 22 and main capacitor 16. The duration of this 
discharge interval is determined by the repetition fre­
quency of switching pulses P. The level of output volt­
age produced by voltage divider circuit 14 and the level 
of a ripple component of this voltage will be determined 
by the repetition frequency of switching pulses P and 
the closed state impedances of switches 28 to 36 and 40, 
the values of capacitors 16, 20 and 22, the impedance of 
electronic circuit 12, etc. 

The operation of the embodiment of FIG. 3 will now 
be described with reference to data obtained on the 
basis of computer simulation. Referring first to FIG. 4, 
a timing diagram is shown whose origin on the time axis 
corresponds to the time of connection of battery 10 to 
the circuit of FIG. 3. As shown, output signal Dv from 
battery voltage detection circuit 44 remains at the low 
logic level potential for a predetermined delay time, 
which in this case is 1/64 second, after connection of 
battery 10. Signal Dv then goes to the high logic level 
potential, as indicated by numeral 50, and thereafter 
switching pulses P are output through AND gate 46. In 
this embodiment, switching pulses P, denoted by nu­
meral 52, are produced at a repetition rate of 64 Hz. It 
should be noted that subsequently, if the voltage of 
battery 10 should fall below the predetermined level 
thereof, signal Dv from battery voltage detection cir­
cuit 44 will return to the low logic level potential, so 
that electronic circuit 12 will become fixedly connected 
directly across battery 10, through electronic switch 38. 
However use of a voltage detection circuit is not a 
necessary feature of this embodiment, and a simple 
timer circuit can be utilized in place of battery voltage 
detection circuit 44 in order to provide the required 
control signal for AND gate 46 and electronic switches 
38 and 40 immediately after a battery is connected to the 
circuit. 

FIG. 5 is a graph for illustrating the electrical charac­
teristics of the embodiment of FIG. 3. Time is repre­
sented along the horizontal axis, and the origin of the 
graph corresponds to the point in time at which battery 
10 is connected to the circuit of FIG. 3. Curve 56 repre­
sents the variation of the voltage appearing across the 
terminals of main capacitor 16, i.e. the output voltage 
from voltage divider circuit 14. The discontinuous set 
of curves 54 denote the variation of battery current lb 
drawn from battery 10. As shown, when battery 10 is 
first connected to the circuit of FIG. 3, the voltage 
developed across main capacitor 14 rises rapidly, as 
indicated by portion 57. This represents the initial 
charging condition of capacitors 16, 20 and 22, and 
continues until both of signals Dv and P go to the high 
logic level potential. The voltage divider circuit 14 then 
enters the discharge condition, causing the output volt­
age therefrom to fall. The discharge condition is indi­
cated by the broken-line portions of characteristic 56, as 
denoted by numeral 58. After a time interval which is 
determined by the repetition frequency of switching 
signal P (i.e. in this embodiment 1/64 second), the 
charging state is re-entered, causing the voltage charac­
teristic 56 to rise. Such a charging state is denoted by 
the full line portions, designated by numeral 60. The 
slope of characteristic 57 during a charging interval is 
determined by the values of capacitors 20 and 22 and by 
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the closed state impedance of electronic switches 24, 26, 
28 and 30. The slope of characteristic 57 during the 
discharge state is determined by the impedance of elec­
ironic circuit 12 and by the closed state impedance of 
electronic switches 32, 34, 36 and 40. The following 
values were used in the computations whereby the 
characteristics shown in FIG. 5 were derived. A value 
of 0.01 µF was assumed for each of capacitors 20, 22 
and 16, and a value of 100 Kil for the closed state impe­
dance of each of electronic switches 24 to 36, a value of 10 
IOK for the closed state impedance of each of electronic 
switches 38 and 40, and the impedance of electronic 
circuit 12 was assumed to be such that a current of 0.5 
microamperes is drawn by that circuit with a supply 
voltage of 1.5 V, i.e. a resistance of 3 Mil. The voltage 15 
of battery 10 was assumed to be 1.55 V, and the internal 
resistance of battery 10 was ignored. As can be seen 
from FIG. 5, the steady-state voltage which is devel­
oped across main capacitor 16, i.e. the output voltage 
from voltage divider circuit 14 which is applied to elec- 20 
tronic circuit 12, is approximately 0.98 V. The current 
lb which is drawn from battery 10 reaches an average 
steady-state value of 0.218 microamperes. The current 
consumed by AND gate 46 and by battery voltage 
detection circuit 44 has not been included in the compu- 25 
tation of lb. In addition, it may be necessary to use a 
level converter at the input terminal of AND gate 46 
which is connected to switching pulse generating cir­
cuit 42. However battery voltage detection circuit 44 
need only be operated intermittently, and the repetition 30 
rate of switching pulses P can be made quite low. As a 
result of this, the current consumed by battery voltage 
detection circuit 44 and by AND gate 46 will in practice 
be sufficiently low that it can be ignored. The output 
voltage of this embodiment, i.e. 0.98 V, is rather less 35 
than~ of the battery voltage (1.55 V), so that the circuit 
does not provide an exact voltage division ratio of 
n/(n+ 1) as described for the ideal case of FIGS. 2A 
and 2B. However, if necessary, a slightly higher value 
of output voltage can be obtained by altering the values 40 
of capacitors 16, 20 and 22 or by using electronic 
switches having lower values of closed state impedance. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram for illustating the steady-state 
output voltage characteristic of the embodiment of 
FIG. 3 in expanded form, and for showing the effects of 45 
a change in circuit constants. The horizontal is identical 
to that of FIG. 5, but begins at a point in time when the 
output voltage from voltage divider circuit 14 has at­
tained a steady-state condition. The vertical axis scale 
has been expanded by 10 times. Curve 56 shows the 50 
steady-state output voltage characteristic of FIG. 5 in 
expanded form. If the values of capacitors 20, 22 and 16 
of the embodiment of FIG. 3 are increased to 0.5 µF 
each, and the value of closed state impedance of each of 
electronic switches 24, 26, 38, 30, 32, 34 and 36 is re- 55 
duced to 20 Kil, with all of the other circuit constants 
left unaltered, then an increased level of steady-state 
output voltage will be obtained from voltage divider 
circuit 14, as is indicated by characteristic 64 in FIG. 6. 
This has an average value of approximately 1.022 V. 60 
With the changes in circuit constant values described 
above, the current which is drawn from battery :l.0 
becomes approximately 0.227 microamperes, which is 
almost identical to the current consumption obtained 
with the original values of circuit constant. It can thus 65 
be understood that although the level of output voltage 
provided by a voltage dropping circuit according to the 
present invention can be varied to some extent by 

10 
changes in circuit constants, there is very little alter­
ation in the level of current consumption from the bat­
tery. 

This property of a voltage dropping circuit according 
to the present invention is in contrast to the behaviour 
of a conventional type of voltage regulator circuit. If 
the output voltage from such a regulator circuit is as­
sumed to be 1.022 V, with the battery voltage (1.55 V) 
and electronic circuit load impedance being identical to 
those of the embodiment of FIG. 3, then the current 
drawn from the battery would be 0.341 microamperes. 
With an output voltage of 0.98 V from such a voltage 
regulator circuit, on the other hand, the battery current 
consumption would be 0.327 microamperes. In either 
case, the battery current consumption using a prior art 
voltage regulator circuit to perform a voltage dropping 
function would be at least 1.5 times that of a voltage 
dropping circuit according to the present invention, i.e. 
a voltage dropping circuit according to the present 
invention will consume only ll of the current drawn 
from the battery by a conventional voltage regulator 
circuit. It can thus be understood that a voltage drop­
ping circuit according to the present invention provides 
a considerably higher level of conversion efficiency 
than can be obtained by a voltage regulator type of 
circuit. 

Embodiments of voltage dropping circuits according 
to the present invention in which a plurality of groups 
of auxiliary capacitors are used will now be described. 
Referring first to FIGS. 7A and 7B, simplified circuit 
diagrams are shown of an embodiment for providing a 
voltage division ratio of (N -2)/N. In this embodiment, 
two groups of auxiliary capacitors are used, each group 
comprising n capacitors. In one group the capacitors 
are designated as 66a, 66b, ... 66n, while in the other 
group they are designated as 68a, 68b, ... 68n. FIG. 7A 
shows the charging state for this embodiment. In this 
state, the capacitors within each group of auxiliary 
capacitors are connected in parallel with one another, 
while each of these groups of auxiliary capacitors and 
main capacitor 16 are connected in series, across battery 
10. As in the first embodiment, electronic circuit 12 is 
fixedly connected across main capacitor 16. In the dis­
charge state, shown in FIG. 7B, the capacitors within 
each group of auxiliary capacitors are connected in 
series with one another and each group is connected in 
parallel with main capacitor 16 and with electronic 
circuit 12, while being isolated from battery 10. As in 
the first embodiment, electronic circuit 12 is now sup­
plied with power by discharge currents flowing from 
main capacitor 16 and from groups of auxiliary capaci­
tors 66a, 66b, ... 66n and 68a, 68b, ... 68n. It can easily 
be shown, by a similar method as was used to derive the 
voltage division ratio of the embodiment of FIGS. 2A 
and 2B, that repetitive alternation between the charging 
state of FIG. 7A and the discharge state of FIG. 7B will 
result in a steady-state output voltage applied to elec­
tronic circuit 12 such that the voltage division ratio is 
equal to n/(n+2). If (n +2) is designated as N, then the 
voltage division ratio can be written as (N -2)/N. It can 
thus be seen that this embodiment will enable voltage 
division ratios of ½, 2/4, 3/5, 4/6, and so on, to be ob­
tained. 

Another embodiment of a voltage dropping circuit 
according to the present invention is shown in FIG. 8. 
This has three groups of auxiliary capacitors each hav­
ing an identical number of capacitors, i.e. n capacitors. 
As for the embodiment of FIGS. 7A and 7B, the capaci-
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12 
case. However it is also possible to arrange that a plural­
ity of possible voltage division ratios are made available 
within such a voltage dropping circuit, and to select 
suitable voltage division ratios on the basis of the level 
of battery voltage. In this way, an output supply voltage 
can be produced which varies in level by a considerably 
smaller amount than the battery voltage, throughout 
the lifetime of the battery. An embodiment of such a 
voltage dropping circuit will now be described with 
reference to FIG. 10. In FIG. 10, components having 
identical functions to the embodiment of FIG. 3 are 

tors within each group of auxiliary capacitors are con­
nected in parallel with one another during the charging 
state, and the groups of auxiliary capacitors 70a, ... 70n, 
72a, . .. 72n, 74a, ... 74n are connected in series with 
each other and with main capacitor 16 during this 5 
charging state, as shown in FIG. SA. During the dis­
charge state shown in FIG. SB, the capacitors within 
each group of auxiliary capacitors· ar.e connected in 
series with one another, and each group of auxiliary 
capacitors is connected in parallel with main capacitor 10 
16 and with electronic circuit 12. It can easily be shown 
that in this case a voltage division ratio of (N -3)/N is 
obtained, where N=(n+3). Thus, voltage division ra­
tios of¼, 2/5, i, 4/7, ... and so on can be obtained with 
this embodiment. 

Taking the general case of a voltage dropping circuit 
according to the present invention having m groups of 
auxiliary capacitors, each group being composed of an 
equal number of capacitors, i.e. n capacitors, the voltage 
division ratio which can be obtained is given by the 20 
expression: 

identified by corresponding reference numerals. The 
basic difference between the embodiment of FIG. 10 
and that of FIG. 3 is that a second battery voltage de-

15 tection signal Dv' is produced by battery voltage detec­
tion circuit 44 in addition to detection signal Dv. As in 
the embodiment of FIG. 3, signal Dv goes to the high 
logic level so long as the voltage of battery 10 is above 
a first predetermined level. Subsequently, when the 
voltage of battery 10 falls below that predetermined 

= n/(m + n) 

In order to provide even greater flexibility of choice 
of voltage division ratio with a voltage dropping circuit 
according to the present invention, it is possible to use a 
plurality of groups of auxiliary capacitors, with differ- 30 
ent numbers of capacitors being contained in each 
group. Such a case is shown by the embodiment illus­
trated by the simplified circuit diagrams of FIG. 9A and 
FIG. 9B. Here, a first group of auxiliary capacitors 
comprises two capacitors 80a and 80b, while a second 

35 
group of auxiliary capacitors comprises three capacitors 
82a, 82b and 82c. As for the previous embodiments, the 
capacitors within each group of auxiliary capacitors are 
connected in parallel with one another during the 
charging state which is shown in FIG. 9A, and the 

40 groups of auxiliary capacitors are connected in series 
with a main capacitor 16. In the discharbge state shown 

level but is above a second (lower) predetermined level, 
detection signal Dv' also goes to the high logic level 
potential. Other differences· between this embodiment 
and that of FIG. 3 lies in that an electronic switch 86 is 

25 provided, coupled across the series connection of elec­
tronic switch 36 and capacitor 22 and controlled by 
detection signal Dv', and an OR gate 84 is coupled to 
receive switching signal P from the output of AND gate 
46 and also detection signal Dv'. The output signal from 
OR gate 84, designated as P', controls electronic 
switches 28, 30 and 36. 

The operation of the embodiment of FIG. 10 will 
now be described. When battery 10 is first connected to 
the circuit, both of signals Dv and Dv' are initially held 
at the low logic level potential for a predetermined time 
delay, after which signal Dv goes to the high logic 
level, as for the embodiment of FIG. 3. In this condi­
tion, the operation of the embodiment of FIG. 10 is 
identical to that of FIG. 3, since electronic switch 86 is 
in the open state and switching pulses P are applied 
either directly or through OR gate 84 to each of elec­
tronic switches 24 to 36. Thus, as for the embodiment of 
FIG. 3, a voltage division ratio of j is obtained in this 

in FIG. 9B, the capacitors in each group of auxiliary 
capacitors are connected in series with one another, 
while the groups of auxiliary capacitors are connected 
in parallel with main capacitor 16 and with electronic 45 

circuit 12. It can easily be shown that, as a result of 
repetitive alternation between the charging and dis­
charge states shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B, a voltage 
division ratio, i.e. the ratio between the steady-state 
voltage developed across main capacitor 16 and the 50 

voltage of battery 10, is given as: 

condition. Subsequently when the voltage of battery 10 
falls below a first predetermined level, signal Dv' goes 
to the high logic level potential, with signal Dv remain­
ing at the high logic level. In this condition, electronic 
switch 86 is held in the closed state by signal Dv', while 
the output signal P' from OR gate 84 is held at the high 
logic level so that electronic switches 28 and 30 are held 
in the open state and switch 36 in the closed state. It will 
be apparent that auxiliary capacitor 22 is thereby effec­
tively isolated from voltage divider circuit 14 under I 

I+½+! = 6/11 

Taking the general case, in which the voltage drop­
ping circuit includes m groups of auxiliary capacitors, 
each group comprising respectively n1, n2, ... nm capac­
itors, the voltage division ratio obtained is given by the 

55 these conditions, so that now only auxiliary capacitor 20 
is alternately and repetitively connected in parallel and 
in series with main capacitor 16. The voltage division 
ratio therefore now becomes½. Subsequently, when the 

expression: 60 
voltage of battery 10 falls below a second predeter­
mined level (lower than the first predetermined level), 
detection signal Dv goes to the low logic level poten-

In the embodiments described hereinabove of voltage 
dropping circuits according to the present invention, a 
single fixed voltage division ratio is obtained in each 

tial, so that battery 10 is connected directly across elec­
tronic circuit 12 through electronic switch 38. 

From the above, it can be understood that in this 
65 embodiment, electronic switches 28, 30 and 36 serve a 

dual function, i.e. in addition to forming part of the 
switch group which acts to alternately and repetitively 
connect auxiliary capacitors 20 and 22 in parallel with 
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one another and in series with main capacitor 16 and 
vice versa, when detection signal Dv' is at the low logic 
level, they also serve to isolate auxiliary capacitor 22 
from voltage divider circuit 14 when signal Dv' is at the 
high logic level. 

It will be apparent that by using the basic concepts of 
the embodiment of FIG. 10, whereby a plurality of 
detection signals are output by a battery voltage detec­
tion circuit, in accordance with successive changes in 
the level of battery voltage, the voltage dropping ratio IO 
of a voltage dropping circuit in accordance with the 
present invention can be made to vary in accordance 
with such changes in battery voltage. In other words, 
the voltage division ratio can be made to vary for exam-
ple successively from½ tot t and so on, as the battery 15 
voltage falls throughout the operating life of the bat­
tery. This will enable a substantially constant output 
supply voltage to be produced by such a voltage drop­
ping circuit over a much longer period of time than has 
hitherto been possible, due to the very low current 20 
consumption which can be attained by such a voltage 
dropping circuit. In other words, the initial voltage 
division ratio can be arranged such that the supply 
voltage produced by voltage divider circuit 14 is close 
to the output voltage that will be provided by battery 10 25 
towards the end of the battery lifetime. Successive 
changes in the voltage division ratio will result in the 
output supply voltage being held substantially close to 
that value, throughout the life of the battery. In this 
way, much of the advantages of a regulated power 30 
supply can be obtained, but with a considerably lower 
level of power being dissipated by the power supply 
circuit. 

All of the embodiments of DC-to-DC converters 
described above have been in the form of voltage drop- 35 
ping circuits. However, a DC-to-DC converter circuit 
according to the present invention can also be arranged 
to provide a voltage step-up function, and some em­
bodiments of such voltage step-up circuits will be de-
scribed in the following. 40 

Before doing so, a prior art type of voltage multiplier 
circuit utilizing capacitors will first be described, with 
reference to the simplified circuit diagrams of FIGS. 
11A and 11B. FIG. HA shows the charging state, and 
FIG. 11B the discharge state. Numeral 10 denotes a 45 
battery, numeral 12 an electronic circuit and numeral 88 
which steps up the voltage of battery 10 to provide a 
supply voltage to power electronic circuit 12. The volt­
age multiplier circuit 88 comprises a power supply ca­
pacitor 90, and voltage step-up capacitors 92a, 92b, . . . 50 
92n. For the charging state of FIG. HA, capacitors 92a 
to 92n are connected in parallel and are charged from 
battery 10. In the discharge condition of FIG. UB, 
capacitors 92a to 92n are connected in series across 
power supply capacitor 90, and in this condition power 55 
supply capacitor 90 is charged from capacitors 92a to 
92n. 

It will be apparent that the voltage multiplication 
ratio provided by such a circuit will be equal to the 
number n of voltage step-up capacitors. However, only 60 
integral multiples of the battery voltage can be pro­
vided by such a circuit. This is disadvantageous for 
certain applications. For example, if a silver cell having 
a voltage of 1.5 V is used as the power source for a 
liquid crystal display cell matrix drive circuit, then a 65 
prior art voltage multiplier circuit such as that of FIGS. 
UA and 11B can be used to provide a voltage multipli­
cation ratios of2:l and 3:1. In this way, the three poten-

14 
tial levels 1.5 V, 3 V and 4.5 V can be obtained to supply 
the matrix drive circuit. However if a lithium battery is 
used as the power source for such a liquid crystal cell 
matrix drive circuit, with a voltage of 3 V, then al­
though it is simple to provide a 1.5 V potential by volt­
age division of the battery voltage by conventional 
divider circuits, it has not been possible hitherto to 
provide an efficient voltage mulitplier circuit to provide 
a potential of 4.5 Vin such a case. For this reason, it has 
been customary to use the potential levels of 1 V, 2 V 
and 3 V, when a lithium battery is used to power a 
liquid crystal cell matrix drive circuit, since these poten­
tials can be easily provided by voltage division of the 
battery voltage. However it is highly desirable to be 
able to use a common type of liquid crystal display cell 
and matrix drive circuit, irrespective of whether a silver 
battery or lithium battery is used as the power source, 
and this has not been possible on a practical basis due to 
the limitations of prior art types of voltage multiplier 
circuits. However, with a voltage step-up circuit ac­
cording to the present invention, a voltage multiplica­
tion ratio of 1.5 times can be easily achieved. 

An embodiment of a voltage step-up circuit accord­
ing to the present invention will now be described with 
reference to the simplified circuit diagrams of FIGS. 
12A and 12B. The circuit is based on a voltage multi­
plier circuit 93, comprising a power supply capacitor 
90, a main capacitor 94, and a group of n auxiliary ca­
pacitors 96a, 96b, ... 96n. The circuit is powered by a 
battery 10, and supplies an output voltage to an elec­
tronic circuit 12. For the charging condition, shown in 
FIG. 12A, auxiliary capacitors 96a to 96n are connected 
in series with one another and connected in parallel 
with main capacitor 94. In this condition, main capaci­
tor 94 and auxiliary capacitors 96a to 96n are charged 
from battery 10 and isolated from electronic circuit 12. 
In the discharge condition, shown in FIG. 12B, auxil­
iary capacitors 96a to 96n are connected in parallel with 
one another and are connected in series with main ca­
pacitor 94. In this condition, the main and auxiliary 
capacitors are isolated from battery 10, and discharge 
into power supply capacitor 90. 

If the voltage of battery 10 is designated as Vbt, then 
for the charging condition shown in FIG. 12A each of 
the n auxiliary capacitors 96a to 96n will become 
charged to a potential Vbt/n, while main capacitor 94 
will become charged to a potential Vbt. In the dis­
charge condition shown in FIG. 12B, since main capaci­
tor 94 is connected in series with the group of auxiliary 
capacitors 96a to 96n, which are connected in parallel 
with one another, the potential applied to power supply 
capacitor 90 will be equal to the sum of the voltage 
across main capacitor 94 and that across each of auxil­
iary capacitors 96a to 96n, i.e. will be equal to 
Vbt+ Vbt/n. Thus, the voltage multiplication ratio of 
this embodiment is (I+ 1/n):l. 

As in the case of the voltage step-down embodiments 
described hereinabove, the actual voltage conversion 
ratio may be somewhat lower than that given by the 
above relationship, due to the effects of switch imped­
ances, the impedance of electronic circuit 12, etc. How­
ever this is also true of a conventional voltage multiplier 
circuit which employs capacitor charge switching. 

All of the capacitors in the circuit of FIGS. 12A imd 
12B can be of identical value, other than the power 
supply capacitor 90. 

FIGS. 13A and 13B are simplified circuit diagrams of 
another embodiment of the present invention. Here, 
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voltage multiplier circuit 93 comprises a power supply 
capacitor 90, main capacitor 94, a first group of n auxil­
iary capacitors 100a, 100b, ... 100n, and a second group 
of n' auxiliary capacitors 102a, 102b, ... 102n', where n 
and n' may be different. As in the embodiment of PIGS. 5 
12A and 12B, voltage multiplication is performed by 
repetitive alternation between the charging condition 
shown in FIG. 13A and the discharge condition shown 
in FIG. 13B. Designating the value of voltage from 
battery 10 as Vbt, the supply voltage produced by volt- 10 
age multiplier circuit is given as: 

Vbt+ Vbtln+ Vbt/n' 

16 
respectively. This is for the case of battery 10 being a 
lithium battery. If a silver battery, having a voltage of 
1.5 V is used instead of a lithium battery, it is still possi-
ble to produce the above three potential levels - 1.5 V, 
-3 V and -4.5 V, if the circuit of FIGS. 14A and 14B 
is modified to replace voltage divider circuit 108 by a 
voltage step-up circuit according to the present inven­
tion which will provide a 3:1 voltage multiplication 
ratio. It can thus be understood that use of voltage 
multiplier circuits according to the present invention 
will enable a common type of liquid crystal display cell 
and matrix drive circuit to be used in battery-powered 
electronic devices, irrespective of the type of battery 

Thus, the voltage multiplication ratio is given as: 

(! + 1/n+ 1/n'):I 

15 
which is employed. 

A more detailed circuit diagram of the embodiment 
of FIGS. 14A and 14B is shown in FIG. 15. As shown, 
electronic circuit 13 includes a switching pulse generat­
ing-circuit 122 which produces switching pulses P for Ifn=n', then the voltage multiplication ratio is equal 

to (1+2/n):l 

In general, if n groups of auxiliary capacitors are 
utilized, with each group comprising n capacitors, a 
voltage multiplication ratio of (1 +n/m):l is obtained. 

20 controlling electronic switches_ provided in voltage 
multiplier circuit 93 and in voltage divider circuit 108. 
Voltage multiplier circuit 93 includes, in addition to 
capacitors 90, 94, 104 and 106, a group of electronic 
switches 124 to 138. These are responsive to switching 

It will be apparent that in fact any desired value of 
voltage multiplication ratio can be obtained by such a 25 

circuit, through the use of a plurality of groups of auxil­
iary capacitors containing different numbers of capaci­
tors, or containing capacitors of differing values. 

Referring now to FIGS. 14A and 14B, an embodi­
ment of the present invention is shown, whereby the 30 

three potential levels 1.5 V, 3 V and 4.5 V can be ob­
tained from a 3 V lithium battery, for supplying power 
to the matrix drive circuit of a liquid crystal display cell. 
This embodiment includes a voltage step-up circuit 
according to the present invention in conjunction with 35 
a capacitor type voltage divider circuit known in the 
prior art and described hereinabove. Numeral 10 de­
notes a 3 V lithium battery, and numeral 13 an elec­
tronic circuit which includes a liquid crystal display cell 
matrix drive circuit operating from the three potential 40 
levels Vi, V2and V3, i.e. 1.5 V, 3 V and 4.5 V respec­
tively. Numeral 93 denotes a voltage multiplier circuit 
according to the present invention for generating poten-
tial V3, comprising a power supply: capacitor 90, auxil­
iary capacitors 104 and 106, and a main capacitor 94. 45 
Numeral 108 denotes a voltage divider circuit for pro­
viding potential V 1, comprising voltage dropping ca­
pacitors 110 and 112. 

FIG. 14A shows a condition of this circuit in which 
charging of voltage multiplier circuit 93 from battery 10 SO 

takes place, and discharge from voltage divider circuit 
108 takes place with both of capacitors 110 and 112 
being connected to terminal 114 of electronic circuit 13. 
In the condition shown in FIG. 14B, voltage multiplier 
circuit 93 is in the discharge state, and is connected to 55 
terminal 118 of electronic circuit 13, while capacitors 
110 and 112 are connected in series across battery 10 to 
be charged therefrom. As a result of repetitive alterna­
tion between the conditions shown in FIGS. 14A and 
14B, a steady-state potential equal to 1.5 times the volt- 60 
age V2 of battery 10 is developed across power supply 
capacitor 90 of voltage multiplier circuit 93 and is ap­
plied to terminal 118 of electronic circuit 13. The output 
of voltage divider circuit 118, applied to terminal 114 of 
electronic circuit 13, is 0.5 times the voltage of battery 65 
10, i.e. V2. 

In the embodiments of FIGS. 14A and 14B, the po­
tentials Vi, V2 and V3 are -1.5 V, -3 V and -4.5 V 

pulses P for repetitively and alternately setting auxiliary 
capacitors 104 and 106 in parallel with one another and 
in series with main capacitor 94, and in series with one 
another and in parallel with main capacitor 94. Thus, as 
described hereinabove, a voltage multiplication ratio of 
3/2 is obtained, so that a potential of 4.5 Vis applied to 
terminal 118 of electronic circuit 12. The ratio of 3/2 is 
obtained since in this case n = 2. 

Electronic switches 140 to 146 in voltage divider 
circuit 108 are responsive to switching signal P for 
alternately and repetitively setting capacitors 110 and 
112 in parallel and in series with one another, to be 
charged from battery 10 and to discharge into elec­
tronic circuit 13, whereby a potential of 1.5 V is applied 
to terminal 114 of electronic circuit 13. 

From the above description of the preferred embodi­
ments, it can be understood that a DC-to-DC converter 
circuit according to the present invention can be cou­
pled to a battery for providing a supply voltage whose 
value is equal to the voltage of the battery multiplied or 
divided by a factor which can be an integer or non-inte­
ger and which can be freely determined by appropriate 
selection of a plurality of auxiliary capacitors within the 
DC-to-DC converter circuit. Such a DC-to-DC con­
verter circuit can therefore greatly extend the range of 
application of electronic devices which can be battery­
powered but for which a very low level of power con-
sumption is essential, and can enable identical models of 
such electronic devices to be powered by different 
types of batteries, e.g. silver batteries and lithium batter­
ies, without modification to the circuitry thereof. 

From the preceding description, it will be apparent 
that the objectives set forth for the present invention are 
effectively attained. Since various changes and modifi­
cations to the above construction may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present inven­
tion, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description or shown in the accompanying drawings 
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
sense. The appended claims are intended to cover all of 
the generic and specific features of the invention de-
scribed herein. 

What is claimed is: 
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1. The combination of a battery voltage detection 
circuit and a DC-to-DC converter circuit for convert­
ing the voltage of a battery for thereby producing a 
power supply voltage to be applied to a load, said bat­
tery voltage detection circuit being operable for pro- 5 
ducing detection signals in accordance with the value of 
said battery voltage, said DC-to-DC converter circuit 
comprising: 

a main capacitor; 
a plurality of auxiliary capacitors; 
a source of switching signals provided by said load; 

and 
switch means responsive to said switching signals for 

controlling the interconnection conditions between 
said main capacitor, said auxiliary capacitors, said 15 
load and said battery such as to repetitively and 
alternately establish a first operating condition in 
which said auxiliary capacitors are connected in 
parallel with one another and are connected in 
series with said main capacitor and a second oper- 20 
ating condition in which said auxiliary capacitors 
are connected in series with one another and are 
collectively connected in parallel with said main 
capacitor, said switch means being coupled to said 
auxiliary capacitors and responsive to said detec- 25 
tion signals for selectively varying the number of 
said auxiliary capacitors effectively functioning in 
said DC-to-DC converter circuit, for thereby vary-
ing the value of the ratio between said supply volt­
age and said battery voltage in a manner to com- 30 
pensate for changes in said battery voltage. 

2. A DC-to-DC converter circuit for converting the 
voltage of a battery for thereby providing a first and a 
second power supply voltage to be applied to first and 
second input terminals of a load respectively, the value 35 
of said first power supply voltage being equal to said 
battery voltage multiplied by a factor of 3/2 the value of 
said second power supply voltage being equal to one 
half of said battery voltage, comprising: 

a source of switching signals provided by said load; 40 
a power supply capacitor fixedly connected across 

said first input terminals of said load; 
a main capacitor; 
a pair of auxiliary capacitors; 
a first group of electronic switches coupled to control 45 

the interconnection conditions between said main 
capacitor, said auxiliary capacitors, said battery 
and said first input terminals of said load, and re­
sponsive to said switching signals for establishing a 
first operating condition in which said auxiliary 50 
capacitors are connected in parallel with one an­
other and are collectively connected in series with 
said main capacitor across said first input terminals 
of said load while being disconnected from said 
battery, and a second operating condition in which 55 
said auxiliary capacitors are connected in series 
with one another and are collectively connected in 
parallel with said main capacitor across said bat­
tery while being disconnected from said first input 
terminals of said load, said first group of electronic 60 
switches acting to repetitively and alternately es­
tablish said first and second operating states for 
thereby developing said first power supply voltage 
across said first input terminals of said load; 

18 
a second group of electronic switches coupled to 

control the interconnection conditions between 
said first and second voltage dropping capacitors, 
said battery and said second input terminals of said 
load in response to said switching signals for 
thereby repetitively and alternately establishing a 
first operating condition in which said first and 
second voltage dropping capacitors are connected 
in series across said battery and a second operating 
condition in which said first and second voltage 
dropping capacitors are connected in parallel 
across said second input terminals of said load, 
whereby said second power supply voltage is de-
veloped across said second input terminals of said 
load. 

3. A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to claim 
2, in which said load comprises an electronic circuit and 
in which said source of switching signals comprises a 
switching signal generating circuit forming a part of 
said electronic circuit. 

4. A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to claim 
3, in which said battery is a lithium battery. 

5. A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to claim 
4, in which said electronic circuit comprises a matrix 
drive circuit for a liquid crystal display device. 

6. A DC-to-DC converter circuit for converting the 
voltage of a battery for thereby producing a power 
supply voltage to be applied to a load, comprising: 

a main capacitor, said main capacitor being fixedly 
connected in parallel with said load; 

a set of n auxiliary capacitors each having a value of 
capacitance equal to that of said main capacitor 
wherein "n" is an integer; 

a source of switching signals provided by said load; 
and a plurality of electronic switch means respon­
sive to said switching signals for controlling the 
interconnection conditions between said main ca­
pacitor, said auxiliary capacitors, said load and said 
battery such as to repetitively and alternately estab-
lish a first operating condition in which said n aux­
iliary capacitors are connected in parallel with one 
another and are connected in series with said main 
capacitor and a second operating condition in 
which said n auxiliary capacitors are connected in 
series with one another and are collectively con­
nected in parallel with said main capacitor, to 
thereby establish a value of said power supply volt­
age which is substantially equal to said battery 
voltage multiplied by a factor which is a function 
of n, during said first operating condition said auxil­
iary capacitors being connected in parallel with 
one another and being connected as a group in 
series with said main capacitor across said battery 
to be charged therefrom, and during said second 
operating condition, said auxiliary capacitors being 
disconnected from said battery and being con-
nected in series with one another and connected as 
a series-connected group in parallel with said main 
capacitor, to thereby establish a value of said sup­
ply voltage which is substantially equal to said 
battery voltage multiplied by a factor n/(n-1). 

7. A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to claim 
6, and further comprising a power supply capacitor 
fixedly connected across said load, and in which said 

first and second voltage dropping capacitors, said 
first voltage dropping capacitor being fixedly con­
nected across said second input terminals of said 
load; and 

65 auxiliary capacitors are arranged as a set of m groups, 
and in which during said first operating condition the 
auxiliary capacitors of the respective groups are con­
nected in series with one another and said m groups are 
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disconnected from said load and connected in parallel 
with one another and with said main capacitor across 
said battery to be charged thereby, and in which during 
said second operating condition the capacitors of each 
of said groups of auxiliary capacitors are respectively 
connected in parallel with one another and said groups 
of auxiliary capacitors connected in series with one 
another and said main capacitor across said load, with 
said main capacitor and auxiliary capacitors being dis-
connected from said battery. 10 

8. A DC-to-DC converter circuit according to claim 
6, and further comprising electronic switch means cou­
pled to said auxiliary capacitors for selectively varying 
the number of auxiliary capacitors effectively function-
ing in said DC-to-DC converter circuit, for thereby 15 
varying the value of said supply voltage. 

9. A DC-to-DC converter circuit for converting the 
voltage of a battery for thereby producing a power 
supply voltage to be applied to a load, comprising: 

a power supply capacitor fixedly connected in para!- 20 
lelwith said load; 

a main capacitor; 
a set of n auxiliary capacitors each having a value of 

capacitance equal to that of said main capacitor 
wherein "n" is an integer; 25 

a source of switching signals provide by said load; 
and 

a plurality of electronic switch means responsive to 
said switching signals for controlling the intercon­
nection conditions between said main capacitor, 30 
said auxiliary capacitor, .said load and said battery 
such as to repetitively and alternately establish a 
first operating condition in which said n auxiliary 
papacitors are connected in parallel with one an­
othel" and are connected in series with said main 35 
capacitor and a second operating condition in 
which said n a.uxiliary capacitors are connected in 
series with one another and are, collectively con­
nected in. parallel with. said main capacitor, to 
thereby establish a value of said power supply volt- 40 
age . which is substantially equal to said battery 

. voltage multiplied by a factor which is a function 
ofn, during said first operating condition said auxil­
iary capacitors being connected in parallel with 
one another and being connected as a group in 45 
series with said main capacitor, with said main 
capacitor and auxiliary capacitors being discon­
nected from said battery; and further during said 
second operating condition said auxiliary capaci­
tors being connected in series with one another and 50 
being connected as a group in parallel with said 
main capacitor and in parallel with said battery to 

55 
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65 

20 
be charged therefrom, with said main capacitor 
and auxiliary capacitors being disconnected from 
said load to thereby establish a value of said supply 
voltage which is substantially equal to said battery 
voltage multiplied by a factor of (1 + 1/n). 

10. A DC-to-DC converter circuit for converting the 
voltage of a battery for thereby producing a power 
supply voltage to be applied to a load, comprising: 

a power supply capacitor fixedly connected across 
said load; 

a main capacitor; 
a set of n auxiliary capacitors each having a value of 

capacitance equal to that of said main capacitor and 
in which said auxiliary capacitors are arranged as a 
set of m groups wherein "n" and "m" are integers; 

a source of switching signals provided by said load; 
and 

a plurality of electronic switch means responsive to 
said switching signals for controlling the intercon­
nection conditions between said main capacitor, 
said auxiliary capacitors, said load and said battery 
such as to repetitively and alternately establish a 
first operating condition in which said n auxiliary 
capacitors are connected in parallel with one an­
other and are connected in series with said main 
capacitor and a second • operating condition in 
which said n auxiliary capacitors are connected in 
series with one another and are collectively con­
nected in parallel with said main capacitor, to 
thereby establish a value of said power supply volt, 
age which is substantially equal to said battery 
voltage multiplied by a factor which is a function 
of n, during said first operating condition the auxil­
iary capacitors of the respective groups being con­
nected in series with one another and said m groups 
being disconnected from said load and connected 
in parallel with one another and with said main 
capacitor across said battery to be charged thereby, 
and during said second operating condition the 
capacitors of each of said groups of auxiliary ca­
pacitors being respectively connected in parallel 
with one another and said groups of auxiliary ca­
pacitors being connected in series with one another 
and said main capacitor across said load, with said 
main capacitor and auxiliary capacitors being dis­
connected from said battery, each of said groups of 
auxiliary capacitors containing an indentical num­
ber s of capacitors wherein "S" is an integer, 
whereby the value of said supply voltage is estab­
lished which is substantially equal to said battery 
voltage multiplied by a factor (1 +s/m). 

* * * * * 




