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57 ABSTRACT 
A projecting apparatus having a first projecting system 
for projecting an object to be projected to form an 
intermediate image, and a second projecting system for 
projecting the intermediate image formed by the first 
projecting system onto a screen. The first projecting 
system is adapted to distort the image of the object, and 
the second projecting system is adapted to correct the 
distorted image to project an enlarged image analogous 
to the object onto the screen. 

10 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets 
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PROJECTOR 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 07/690,285 filed Apr. 24, 1991 and now U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,220,363 which is a continuation of application 
Ser. No. 07/407,158, filed Sep. 14, 1989, which issued as 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,032,022, on Jul. 16, 1991. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a projector and more 

precisely it relates to an apparatus for enlarging and 
projecting an image of an object, such as liquid crystal 
panel, Braun tube, original picture film, or a testpiece. 

2. Description of Related Art 
In recent years, projectors which project an enlarged 

image of an object to be indicated (object to be pro 
jected), such as a liquid crystal indication panel, Braun 
tube (CRT), or an original picture film have been devel 
oped. 

FIG. 13 shows a known projector of the kind, in 
which a liquid crystal panel is used as an object to be 
indicated. In FIG. 13, numeral 1 designates a projector 
body which is provided on its front face with an indica 
tion window with a transmission type screen 2 as a 
projection plane. A transmission type liquid crystal 
display panel 3 is provided on the rear portion of the 
projector body 1. In front of the transmission type liq 
uid crystal display panel 3 is located a projection lens 4 
which has an optical axis 0 perpendicular to the plane of 
the projection screen 2. The liquid crystal display panel 
3 has a center on the optical axis 0 of the projection lens 
4 and lies in a plane parallel with the plane of the projec 
tion screen 2. Numeral 5 designates a light source for 
illuminating the liquid crystal display panel 3 from be 
hind, 

Light emitted from the light source 5 is transmitted 
through the liquid crystal display panel 3, so that an 
indication image of the liquid crystal display panel 3 is 
enlarged by the projection lens 4 to project the same 
onto the projection screen 2. The image projected on 
the projection screen can be viewed from the front side 
of the apparatus. In the arrangement shown in FIG. 13, 
the transmission type screen 2 as a projection plane is 
provided on the front face of the projector body 1, and 
both the liquid crystal display panel 3 and the projection 
lens 4 are provided in the projector body 1. Alterna 
tively, it is also known to provide an external screen 
outside the projector body 1, so that an image is pro 
jected on the external screen. 

In the projector as mentioned above, an increase of an 
optical path length from the projection lens 4 to the 
screen 2 makes it possible to spread the luminous flux 
transmitted through the projection lens 4 at a larger 
scale, and accordingly it is desirable to space the projec 
tion lens 4 from the screen 2 at a longer distance in 
order to produce a larger image on the screen 2. 

However, since the projection lens 4 and the liquid 
crystal display panel 3 are aligned on the optical axis 
perpendicular to the plane of the screen 2 in the known 
apparatus, as shown in FIG. 13, accordingly, an in 
creased distance between the projection lens 4 and the 
screen 2 inevitably leads to an increased size of the 
apparatus as a whole. 

It is also known to incline the projection lens 4 with 
respect to the projection screen 2, so that the image is 
projected on the screen 2 from the inclined direction, as 
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2 
shown in FIG. 14. This arrangement of the inclined 
projection lens 4 makes it possible to locate the projec 
tion lens 4 closer to the screen 2 while guaranteeing an 
increased optical path length therebetween. In the ar 
rangement, it is also possible to reduce the size (depth) 
of a projector which has the transmission type screen 2 
at the front face thereof and the liquid crystal display 
panel 3 and the projection lens 4 in the projector body 
1. In the arrangement shown in FIG. 14, the liquid 
crystal display panel 3 is inclined at a predetermined 
inclination angle 6 with respect to a plane perpendicular 
to the optical axis 0 of the projection lens 4. An exten 
sion plane 3a of the display surface of the liquid crystal 
display panel 3 intersects an extension plane of the prin 
cipal plane 4a of the projection lens 4 at an intersecting 
line P at which the extension plane of the principal 
plane 4a intersects an extension plane 2a of the screen 2, 
so that an indication image of the liquid crystal display 
panel 3 can be formed on the screen 2 in the state of "in 
focus'. This is a so-called "Scheimpflug's Law". 
However, in the arrangement shown in FIG. 14, the 

image projected on the screen 2 is elliptically distorted 
or deformed. This is because there is a difference in 
magnification between the points of the image pro 
jected on the screen 2. 
The elliptical distortion of an image will be discussed 

below in more detail. 
FIG. 15 which shows an optical system of a known 

projection type indicating apparatus Ao designates the 
indication image of the liquid crystal display panel 3, A 
the projection image projected on the screen 2, F and F' 
the focal points of the projection lens 4, 6 the intersect 
ing angle of the extension plane 3a of the liquid crystal 
display panel 3 and the extension plane 4a of the princi 
pal plane of the projection lens 4, 6' the intersecting 
angle of the extension plane 4a of the principal plane of 
the projection lens 4 and the extension plane of the 
screen 2, respectively. Note that 0<0 and 6'>0. The 
origin of the coordinate x-y-z is identical to the focal 
point F and the origin of the coordinate x'-y'-z" is identi 
cal to the focal point F". In FIG. 15, supposing that the 
z coordinate of a point Zo on the optical axis 0 of the 
indication image Ao is represented by zo, the z' coordi 
nate of a point Zo' on the optical axis 0 of the projection 
image A is represented by zo', and the focal length of 
the projection lens 4 is f, if the following equation is 
given, the extension plane 3a of the liquid crystal dis 
play panel 3 and the extension plane 4a of the principal 
plane of the projection lens 4 intersect at the point P, so 
that the projection image A projected on the screen 2 is 
in focus: 

f/zo= -zo'Afstan 8/tan 8 

Here, since z=zo-y-tan 6 and z's z0'-y'-tan 8", the 
magnification n of the points of the projection image A 
with respect to the indication image Ao in the directions 
x, y and z is given by the following equations: 

and the magnification M in they direction is: 
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see n . cos 69/cos8' 

Consequently, in the case of a projection type display 
apparatus as shown in FIG. 14 in which an image is 
projected from a downwardly inclined direction onto 
the projection screen 2, even if the display image Ao of 
the liquid crystal display panel 3 is rectangular, as 
shown in FIG. 16a, the projected image A formed on 
the screen 2 is deformed into an inverted trapezoid, as 
shown in FIG. 16b. The same is true in a projector in 
which a Braun tube or an original picture film or the 
like is used as an indicator. 
The above discussion can be applied to an inspecting 

projector in which a testpiece (object to be projected) is 
illuminated with an illumination light to enlarge and 
project an image thereof. 
FIG. 17 shows a conventional inspecting projector in 

which the liquid crystal display panel 3 in FIGS. 14 and 
15 is replaced with a test piece 3'. In FIG. 17, a light 
source 8a for a bright field inspection and a light source 
8b for a dark field inspection are provided to illuminate 
the testpiece 3'. A mirror 7 is located in front of the 
screen 2. Other construction of the arrangement shown 
in FIG. 17 is optically identical to that of FIGS. 14 and 
15. The bright field inspecting light source 8a and the 
dark field inspecting light source 8b are selectively 
made ON in accordance with the state of the testpiece 
3'. When the bright field inspecting light source 8a is 
made ON, an inspector can view a bright image of the 
testpiece surface formed on the screen 2 and a dark flaw 
or foreign matter (dust etc.). On the other hand, when 
the dark field inspecting light source 8b is made ON, an 
inspector can view a bright flaw or foreign matter and 
a dark image of the testpiece surface formed on the 
screen 2. 

In the inspecting projector as mentioned above, even 
if the test piece 3' is rectangular, as shown in FIG. 16a, 
the projected image A formed on the screen 2 is de 
formed into an inverted trapezoid, as shown in FIG. 
16b, thus resulting in a difficulty in viewing and a de 
creased precision of inspection. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The primary object of the present invention is to 
provide a projecting apparatus which projects an en 
larged image of an object to be projected, on a screen 
from an inclined direction so as to prevent the projected 
image from being deformed or distorted. 
To achieve the object, according to the present in 

vention, a projecting apparatus comprises a projecting 
lens and an auxiliary projecting lens provided between 
the projecting lens and an object to be projected. The 
auxiliary projecting lens having a principal plane which 
is inclined with respect to the surface of the object to be 
projected, so that an image surface of an intermediate 
image formed by the auxiliary projecting lens is inclined 
with the principal plane of the projecting lens, wherein 
the auxiliary projecting lens and the projecting lens are 
located to have the following relationship: 

sin 81'/sin 82 = -(f/f2)-(tan 81'/tan 81) (tan 82"/tan 
82) 

wherein, 
fl=focal length of the auxiliary projecting lens 
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4. 
f2= focal length of the projecting lens 
61=intersecting angle of an extension of the principal 

plane of the auxiliary projecting lens and an exten 
sion of a surface of an object to be projected 

61'=intersecting angle of an extension of the princi 
pal plane of the auxiliary projecting lens and an 
extension of an image surface of an image formed 
by the auxiliary projecting lens 

82=intersecting angle of an extension of an image 
surface of an intermediate image formed by the 
auxiliary projecting lens and an extension of a prin 
cipal plane of the projecting lens 

82's=intersecting angle of an extension of a principal 
plane of the projecting lens and an extension of the 
projection plane 

Preferably, we have the following equation: 

sin 81/sin 82' = -fi/f? 

The present invention can also be applied to a projec 
tor in which a light path from the projecting lens to the 
projection plane is a linear light path, so that an image 
light transmitted through the projecting lens is directly 
projected and a projector in which the light path is a 
refracted light path, so that the image light transmitted 
through the projecting lens is reflected by at least one 
reflection mirror to project the same onto the projec 
tion plane. In either case, to form an "in focus' image 
projected on the projection plane, it is necessary to 
place the auxiliary projecting lens so that the extension 
of the principal plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 
intersects the extension of the projection plane of an 
object to be projected at a point at which the extension 
of the principal plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 
intersects the extension of the image surface of the inter 
mediate image formed by the auxiliary projecting lens. 
In addition, it is also necessary to position the projecting 
lens in such a way that the extension of the principal 
plane of the projecting lens substantially intersects the 
extension of the image surface of the intermediate image 
formed by the auxiliary projecting lens at a point at 
which the extension of the image surface of the interme 
diate image intersects the extension of the projection 
plane (i.e. in case of the linear projecting light path, an 
extension of the actual projection plane, or in case of the 
refracted projecting light path having an image light 
reflecting mirror, an extension of an imaginary projec 
tion plane when the refracted light path from the pro 
jecting lens to the projection plane is linearly devel 
oped). 

In summary, in the projection type display apparatus 
of the present invention, the auxiliary projecting lens 
provided between the main projecting lens and the 
object to be projected corrects the trapezoidal distor 
tion or deformation of an image projected on the pro 
jection plane by the projecting lens. The principal plane 
of the auxiliary projecting lens is inclined relative to the 
projection surface of the object to be projected and the 
image surface of the intermediate image formed by the 
auxiliary projecting lens is inclined relative to the prin 
cipal plane of the projecting lens. The relationship be 
tween the auxiliary projecting lens and the projecting 
lens as specified by the equations mentioned above elim 
inates the trapezoidal distortion of the intermediate 
image by the projecting lens. Namely, the image pro 
jected onto the projection plane from the inclined direc 
tion by the projecting lens is distorted in the opposite 
direction to the distortion of the intermediate image, so 

Petitioner Ex 1007 018



5,302,983 
5 

that when the intermediate image distorted by the auxil 
iary projecting lens is projected of the image by the 
auxiliary projecting lens can be cancelled by the distor 
tion of the image projected on the projection plane by 
the projecting lens, and accordingly the projected 
image formed on the projection plane has no trapezoi 
dal distortion. 
The equation of (sin 81/sin 62' = -fi/f?) mentioned 

above makes an image projected on the projection plane 
analogous to the displayed image of the object. Namely, 
the magnification of the image projected on the projec 
tion plane in the longitudinal and crosswise directions is 
identical to that of the displayed image of the object. 
The object to be projected in the present invention 

can be a liquid crystal panel, a Braun tube, or an original 
picture film, or the like. In other words, the object can 
be either of a self-light emission type or of a type in 
which it is illuminated by an illuminating device. Fur 
thermore, the object can be either of a light transmission 
type in which light is transmitted therethrough or of a 
light reflection type in which light is reflected thereby. 
In addition, in the present invention, the optical system 
for making an image (light) of the object incident upon 
the auxiliary projecting lens is not limited to a special 
system. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, 

there is provided a projecting apparatus comprising a 
auxiliary projecting lens which projects an object to be 
projected to form an intermediate image, and a project 
ing lens which projects the intermediate image formed 
by the auxiliary projecting lens onto a screen. 
According to still another aspect of the present inven 

tion, there is provided a projecting apparatus which 
comprises a first projecting system for projecting an 
object to be projected to form an intermediate image, 
and a second projecting system for projecting the inter 
mediate image formed by the first projecting system 
onto a screen. The first projecting system is adapted to 
distort the image of the object, and the second project 
ing system is adapted to correct the distorted image to 
project an enlarged image analogous to the object onto 
the screen. 
According to a variant of the present invention, there 

is provided a projecting apparatus which comprises a 
first projecting system and a second projecting system. 
The first projecting apparatus has an auxiliary project 
ing lens for projecting an object to be projected to form 
an intermediate image, so that the object and the auxil 
iary projecting lens are located in such a way that an 
entension of a projecting plane of the object, an exten 
sion of a principal plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 
and an extension of the intermediate image substantially 
intersects at a first straight line, and second projecting 
system has a projecting lens for projecting the interme 
diate image onto the screen, so that the projecting lens 
and the screen are arranged in such a way that the 
extension of the intermediate image, an extension of a 
principal plane of the projecting lens, and an extension 
of the screen substantially intersects at a second straight 
line. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be described below in detail with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a basic optical system in 
a projector according to the present invention; 

FIGS. 2a, 2b and 2c are schematic views showing 
shapes of an image of an object to be projected, an 
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6 
intermediate projected image formed by an auxiliary 
projecting lens, and an image formed on a projection 
plane, respectively; 
FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional side view of a pro 

jector according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of an optical system 

shown in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a longitudinal sectional side view of a pro 

jector according to another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 are views showing different arrange 
ments of a liquid crystal panel (object to be projected), 
auxiliary projecting lens and projecting lens, according 
to third, fourth and fifth embodiments of the present 
invention, respectively; 

FIG. 9 is a side view of an optical system of a projec 
tor according to a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 10 is a side view of an embodiment which is 
applied to an inspector; 

FIG. 11 is a view of an equivalent arrangement of 
object to be inspected (object to be projected), auxiliary 
projecting lens and projecting lens, shown in FIG. 10; 
FIG. 12 is a view of an arrangement of object to be 

inspected (object to be projected), auxiliary projecting 
lens and projecting lens, in an inspector to which the 
present invention is applied; 
FIG. 13 is a longitudinal sectional side view of a 

known projector; 
FIG. 14 is a longitudinal sectional side view of an 

other known projector; 
FIG. 15 is a view showing an equivalent light path of 

a projector shown in FIG. 14; 
FIGS. 16a and 16b are views showing shapes of an 

object to be projected and a projected image, respec 
tively; 
FIG. 17 is a longitudinal sectional side view of a 

known projector which is applied to an inspector; and 
FIG. 18 is an enlarged schematic view of a portion of 

FIG. 1 illustrating further features of the basic optical 
system according to the present invention. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

A projector shown in FIG. 1, which shows an optical 
principle thereof according to the present invention, has 
a first optical system which projects an indication image 
Ao of an indicator 13 (object to be projected), such as a 
liquid crystal display panel or the like through an auxil 
iary projecting lens 17 to form a first projection image 
(intermediate projection image) A1, and a second opti 
cal system which projects the first image A1 onto a 
projection plane, such as a projection screen 12 from an 
inclined direction through a projecting lens 4 to form 
a screen projection image A2. Although the first projec 
tion image A1 is a real image in the illustrate embodi 
ment for clarification, it can also be a virtual image. In 
FIG. 1, F1 and F1' designate focal points of the auxil 
iary projecting lens 17; F2 and F2' focal points of the 
projecting lens 14; 61 an intersecting angle of an exten 
sion plane 13a of an indication surface 13 of a indicator 
(object) 13 and an extension plane 17a of a principal 
plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 17; 61' an inter 
secting angle of the extension plane 17a of the principal 
plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 17 and an exten 
sion plane A1a of the first projection image A1; 62 an 
intersecting angle of the extension plane A1a of the first 
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projection plane A1 and an extension plane 14a of the 
principal plane of the projecting lens 14; and, 82 an 
intersecting angle of the extension plane 14a of the 
screen plane 12, respectively. In the illustrated embodi 
ments, 6.<0, 61">0, 62<0, 62>0. In addition, the ori 
gin of the coordinate x1, y1 and Z1 is located at the focal 
point F1 of the auxiliary projecting lens, the origin of 
the coordinate x, y' and z1 is located at the focal 
point F1' of the auxiliary projecting lens 17, and the 
origin of the coordinate x2, y2 and z2 is located at the 
focal point F2 of the projecting lens 14, and the origin 
of the coordinate x2', y2" and z2' is located at the focal 
point F2' of the projecting lens 14, respectively. 
The optical system is essentially composed of a com 

bination of two conventional projectors, based on 
"Scheimpflug's law", shown in FIG. 15. In the first 
optical system, when we have the following relation 
ship, the extension plane 13a of the indicator 13, exten 
sion plane 17a of the principal plane of the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 and the extension plane A1a of the 
first projection image A1 intersect at the point P1 to 
form an "in focus' first projection image A1; 

wherein z1 coordinate of the point Zol on the optical 
axis 01 of the auxiliary projecting lens of the indication 
image Ao is z01, Z1' coordinate of the point Zol' on the 
optical axis 01 of the first projection image A1 is zol", 
and the focal length of the auxiliary projecting lens 17 is 
fl, respectively. 

Similarly, in the second optical system, when we 
have the following relationship, the extension plane 
A1a of the first projection image A1, the extension 
plane 14a of the principal plane of the projecting lens 17 
and the extension plane 12a of the screen 12 intersect at 
the point P2 to form an "in focus' screen projection 
image A2; 

wherein z2 coordinate of the point Z02 (=Zo1") on the 
optical axis 02 of the first projection image A1 is z02, z2' 
coordinate of the point Z02' on the optical axis 02 of the 
screen projection image A2 is z02', and the focal length 
of the projecting lens 14 is f2, respectively. 

Supposing that the first optical system and the second 
optical system intersects each other at an intersecting 
angle a (a = 61-62) which is identical to an intersect 
ing angle between the optical axis 01 of the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 and the optical axis 02 of the project 
ing lens 14, if the equation of 

is given, the magnification m (i.e. a product of the mag 
nification m of the first optical system and the magnifi 
cation m2 of the second optical system) of each point on 
the screen projection image A2 relative to the indica 
tion image Ao in the X direction is given by the follow 
ing equation: 
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On the other hand, the magnification M in the Y 

direction is given by the following equation: 

M = Y2/Y = M1 . M2 
see m . (cos 81 ... cos 82)/(cos 81' cos 62") 

Here, taking Y2=Y1" into account, 

-(zo1 + "sin81')/f). z'o - f2/zo2(z'ol + "sin81") 
- (z0/zo2) (f2/f) 
-(z'ol/z02). (f2/f). (cos 81/cos 61"). (cos 82/cos 62') M 

Therefore, if the following equation (1) is given, 

sin 81'/sin 82= -(fl/f2)-(tan 81'Atan 81)-(tan 82"/tan 
82) (1) 

the screen projection image A2 has no trapezoidal dis 
tortion. 

In FIG. 1, and as illustrated in greater detail in FIG. 
18, a further feature of the invention is disclosed. FIG. 
18 illustrates the optical system of FIG. 1 and shows the 
extension plane A1a of the intermediate image A1, as 
well as plane F1a, perpendicular to the optical axis 01 of 
the auxiliary projecting lens 17 and passing through the 
image side focal point F1' of the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17. Also illustrated is plane F2a perpendicular to 
the optical axis 02 of the projecting lens 14 and passing 
though the object side focal point F2 of the projecting 
lens 14. Planes F1a and F2a intersect at a line which lies 
in the extension plane A1a of the intermediate image 
A1. In FIG. 18, the point of intersection of the planes 
F1a, A1a and F2a is designated P4. The intersection of 
planes F1a and F2a at a line falling in plane A1a follows 
from the aforementioned relationship 

Satisfaction of the above-noted relationship and the 
resulting intersection of planes F1a, F2a along the ex 
tension plane A1a results in an image on the screen 
being formed without distortion. 
FIGS. 2a, 2b and 2c show shapes of the indication 

image Ao of the indicator 13, the first projection image 
A1 and the screen projection image A2. In case of a 
rectangular indication image Ao, as shown in FIG. 2a, 
the first projection image A1 is distorted into a trapezoi 
dal shape, as shown in FIG. 2b. However, the screen 
projection image A2 which is distorted into a trapezoi 
dal shape in a direction opposite to the trapezoid of the 
first projection image A1 has no distortion, since the 
trapezoidal distortion is cancelled, as shown in FIG.2c. 
The screen projection image A1 shown in FIG. 2c 

has magnifications slightly different from each other in 
the X and Y directions, with respect to the indication 
image Ao, Namely, the image is slightly extended in the 
longitudinal direction (Y direction). However, an en 
larged screen projection image A2 which has an identi 
cal magnification in the X and Y directions and which is 
analogous to the indication image Ao of the indicator 13 
can be formed, when the following equation is given: 

sin 81/sin 62's - fl/f2 (2) 

The following discussion will be directed to a more 
concrete embodiments of the present invention. 

Petitioner Ex 1007 020



5,302,983 
FIGS. 3 and 4 show a first embodiment of the present 

invention, in which numeral 11 designates a projecting 
indicator body which is provided on its front end with 
an indicating window having a transmission type screen 
12 as a projection plane, 13 an indicator, for example, a 
transmission type of liquid crystal display panel which 
is provided below the screen 12 and in the rear portion 
of the body 11, and 14 a projecting lens which is 
obliquely opposed to the screen 12. Numeral 15 desig 
nates a light source for illuminating the liquid crystal 
panel 13 from behind, and 16 a light reflecting mirror 
which reflects light emitted from the light source 15 
toward the liquid crystal panel 13. 
The auxiliary projecting lens 17 which is made of a 

convex lens provided between the liquid crystal display 
panel 13 and the projecting lens 14 has an optical axis 01 
which intersects the optical axis 02 of the projecting 
lens 14 at a predetermined angle a. The liquid crystal 
panel 13 is opposed to the auxiliary projecting lens 17 
with a predetermined inclination angle 81 with respect 
to a plane normal to the optical axis 01 of the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17. In FIG.4, F1 and F1' are focal points 
of the auxiliary projecting lens 17 and F2, and F2' are 
focal points of the projecting lens 14, respectively. The 
auxiliary projecting lens 17 deforms the indication 
image of the liquid crystal panel 13 into a trapezoidal 
shape to be incident upon the screen 12. The auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 forms the first projection image A1 of 
the indication image of the liquid crystal panel 13 at a 
position opposed to the projecting lens 14. The first 
projection image A1 is a virtual image which is formed 
on a surface A1a which intersects the planes 13a and 
17a at the intersecting point P1 of the extension plane 
17a of the principal plane of the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17 and the extension plane 13a of the liquid crystal 
panel 13. The projecting lens 14 is located so that the 
extension 14a of the principal plane thereof intersects 
the point P2 at which the extension plane A1a of the 
image surface of the virtual image A1 formed by the 
auxiliary projecting lens 17 intersects the extension 12a 
of the screen 12. 

In the projector, light emitted from the light source 
15 is reflected by the reflecting mirror 16 to be made 
incident upon the liquid crystal display panel 13, so that 
the indication image, such as a TV picture or the like 
displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 13 is inci 
dent upon the auxiliary projecting lens 17 to form a 
virtual image A1 (first projection image) of an indica 
tion image of the liquid crystal display panel 13. The 
virtual image A1 is enlarged by the projecting lens 14 to 
be projected onto the transmission type screen 12, so 
that the image projected onto the screen 12 can be 
viewed from front. The transmission type screen 12 has 
at its rear face (light incident surface in the body 11), a 
circular Fresnel lens which corrects the image light 
projected onto the screen 12 from the inclined direction 
into light normal to the plane of the screen 12, and at its 
front face, a lenticular lens which disperse light trans 
mitted through the screen 12. 
Although in the illustrated embodiment, the project 

ing light path from the projecting lens 14 to the screen 
12 is a linear light path in which the image light trans 
mitted through the projecting lens 14 is directly pro 
jected onto the screen 12, it is also possible to reflect the 
image light transmitted through the projecting lens 14 
by the mirror in order to project the reflected light onto 
the screen 12, thus resulting in a decreased size of the 
apparatus especially in the depth of the projector. 
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This alternative is shown in FIG. 5, which shows a 

second embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 5, 
the projecting light path from the projecting lens 14 to 
the screen 12 is a refracted path in which the image light 
transmitted through the projecting lens 14 is reflected 
by a mirror 18 which is opposed to the screen 12, so that 
the projecting lens 14 is inclined with respect to the 
reflecting mirror 18. In this alternative in which the 
image light path is a refracted path, the liquid crystal 
display panel 13 and the auxiliary projecting lens 17 are 
located so as to satisfy the relationship as specified by 
the above mentioned equation (1) or the equations (1) 
and (2). Furthermore, the auxiliary projecting lens 17 is 
located so that the extension 17a of the principal plane 
thereof intersects the intersecting point (line) P1 at 
which the extension 13a of the liquid crystal display 
panel 13 intersects the extension A1a of the image sur 
face of the virtual image formed by the auxiliary pro 
jecting lens 17. The projecting lens 14 is located so that 
the extension 14a of the principal plane thereof inter 
sects the intersecting point (line) P2' at which the exten 
sion A1a of the image surface of the first projection 
image (virtual image) formed by the auxiliary project 
ing lens 17 intersects the extension 12a' of the imaginary 
screen plane 12" when the refracted light path from the 
projecting lens 14 to the screen 12 is linearly developed. 
These arrangements eliminate the trapezoidal distortion 
of the image on the screen 12 and make an "in focus' 
image. Although in the illustrated embodiment the light 
path from the projecting lens 14 to the screen 12 is a 
refracted path having a single reflecting mirror, it is also 
possible to provide more than one reflecting mirror to 
form a zig-zag light path, resulting in a further de 
creased depth of the projector. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the auxil 
iary projecting lens 17 is composed of a convex lens, as 
mentioned before. However, it is also possible to use a 
concave lens for the auxiliary projecting lens, as shown 
in FIGS. 5 and 6 which show a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the first projection 
image A1 which is formed by the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17 is an aerial image (real image or virtual image), 
so that the aerial image A1 is projected onto the screen 
12 by the projecting lens 14. Alternatively, it is possible 
to provide a first image forming plane (intermediate 
image forming plane) which forms a real image between 
the auxiliary projecting lens 17 and the projecting lens 
14, so that the first projection image A1 formed by the 
auxiliary projecting lens 17 can be a real image which is 
projected onto the screen 12 by the projecting lens 14. 
Namely, as shown in FIG. 7 which shows a fourth 
embodiment of the present invention, between the auxil 
iary projecting lens 17 which is made of a convex lens 
and the projecting lens 14 is provided a transmission 
type of first image forming plane (intermediate image 
forming plane) 19 which forms an image light transmit 
ted through the auxiliary projecting lens 17 into a trape 
Zoidally distorted real image on the first image forming 
plane 19. Thus, the real image A1 formed on the first 
image forming plane 19 is projected onto the screen 12 
by the projecting lens 14. It should be born in mind that 
light which is transmitted through the auxiliary mirror 
17 to be made incident upon the image plane 19 must be 
refracted toward the projecting lens 14. To this end, the 
first image forming plane 19 can be made of a prism 
plate having a plurality of elongated prism elements 
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with small width which are successively located side by 
side in the direction of width, or an eccentric lens. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the auxiliary project 
ing lens 17 is placed so that the optical axis 01 thereof 
intersects the optical axis 02 of the projecting lens 14. 
Alternatively, the auxiliary projecting lens 17 and the 
projecting lens 14 can be arranged along a same line so 
that the optical axes 01 and 02 thereof are identical to 
each other, by properly selecting the inclination angle 
of the liquid crystal display panel 13 and by making the 
focal points F1' and F2 of the auxiliary projecting lens 
17 and the projecting lens 14 identical each other, re 
spectively, as shown in FIG. 8. 

Also, in the embodiment shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, the 
first projection image A1 formed by the auxiliary pro 
jecting lens 17 is focused onto the plane A1a which 
intersects the planes 13a and 17a at the intersecting line 
P1 at which the extension plane 13a of the display sur 
face of the liquid crystal panel 13 intersects the exten 
sion plane 17a of the principal plane of the auxiliary 
projecting plane 17. Furthermore, projecting lens 14 is 
positioned in such a way that the extension plane 14a of 
the principal plane thereof intersects the intersecting 
line on which the extension plane A1a of the image 
surface of the first projection image A1 (which is a real 
image formed on the first image forming plane 19 in 
FIG. 7 or is a virtual image in FIG. 8) formed by the 
auxiliary projecting lens 17 intersects the extension 
plane of the screen 12 (which is an actual screen plane 
or an imaginary screen plane which is obtained when 
the refracted light path from the projecting lens to the 
screen is lineary developed). 
Although the indicator is used as the liquid crystal 

display panel 13 in the illustrated embodiments, the 
indicator can be a Braun tube (in this case the light 
source 15 is unnecessary), or an original picture film 
such as a reversal film. 

FIG. 9 shows a sixth embodiment of the present in 
vention which is applied to an overhead projector 
which projects an image onto an external projection 
plane. As is well known, there are two types of over 
head projectors, one of which is a transmission type in 
which an indicator which is for example in the form of 
a document is illuminated from below, so that an image 
light which is transmitted through the document is 
projected onto the projection plane. The other over 
head projector is of a reflection type in which light is 
incident upon a transmission type of document such as 
OHP sheet or the like from above, so that an image light 
which is formed when light reflected by a mirror such 
as a Fresnel mirror provided below the document is 
transmitted again through the document is projected 
onto the projection plane. The illustrated embodiment 
is applied to the transmission type of overhead projec 
tor by way of an example, but the present invention is 
not limited thereto. Namely, the present invention can 
also be applied to the reflection type of overhead pro 
jector. 
The following discussion will be directed to such a 

transmission type of overhead projector shown in FIG. 
9. In FIG. 9, numeral 21 designates a projector body 
which has a transparent upper surface on which a docu 
ment (object to be projected) 13 such as a transparent 
original picture film is to be located. A light source 25 
is provided in the projector body 21. The auxiliary 
projecting lens (concave lens in the illustrated embodi 
ment) 17 is located between the projecting lens 14 and 
the document 13. An image light passing through the 
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projecting lens 14 is reflected toward the external pro 
jection plane, such as the screen 12 by the reflection 
mirror 18'. The auxiliary projecting lens 17 and the 
projecting lens 14 are provided in a projection unit (not 
shown) supported by a column (not shown) on the 
projector body 21. The reflection mirror 18' is provided 
above the projection unit so as to adjust the inclination 
angle thereof. 

In the overhead projector as mentioned above, the 
principal plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 17 is 
inclined with respect to the plane of the document 13, 
so that the image surface of the first projection image 
A1 (a virtual image in the illustrated embodiment) 
formed by the auxiliary lens 17 is inclined relative to the 
principal plane of the projecting lens 14. The auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 and the projecting lens 14 have a 
positioned relationship as specified in the above men 
tioned equation (1). With this arrangement, the image 
projected on the screen 12 has no trapezoidal distortion, 
similarly to the previously mentioned embodiments. 

In addition, the arrangement shown in FIG. 9 satisfies 
the relationship given by the above mentioned equation 
(2). This ensures that the image projected on the screen 
is completely analogous to the indication image of the 
document 13. The extension plane 17a of the principal 
plane of the auxiliary projecting lens 17 intersects the 
intersecting line P1 on which the extention plane 13a of 
the document 13 intersects the extention plane A1a of 
the image surface of the first projection image A1 
formed by the auxiliary projecting lens 17. Further 
more, the extention plane 14a of the principal plane of 
the projecting lens 14 intersects the intersecting line P2’ 
on which the extention plane A1a of the image surface 
of the first projection image A1 intersects the extention 
plate 12a' of the imaginary screen plane 12" which is 
formed when the refracted light path from the project 
ing lens 14 to the screen 12 is linearly developed. With 
this arrangement, similarly to the afore mentioned em 
bodiments, an "in focus' image of the document 13 can 
be formed on the screen 12. 
FIGS. 10 and 11 show still another embodiment 

which is applied to a projection inspector 11" in which 
an object to be inspected (objected to be projected) is 
illumitated with a illumination light to project an en 
larged image of the object. In this apparatus, the liquid 
crystal display panel 13 shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 is re 
placed with an object 13' to be inspected. Furthermore, 
a light source 20 is additionally provided to illuminate 
the object 13". In addition, first and second reflection 
mirrors 21a and 22b are provided in the optical path 
extending to the screen 12. The remaining construction 
of FIGS. 10 and 11 is substantially the same as that of 
FIGS. 3 and 4. The light source 20 is used for a bright 
field inspection and for a dark field inspection. That is, 
the light source 20 can be rotationally moved between a 
first position (which is shown by a solid line in the 
drawings; for bright field inspection) in which a surface 
of a testpiece (object to be inspected) 13' is illuminated 
with an illuminating light in the direction in which a 
regular reflection light from the surface of the testpiece 
13' is incident upon the auxiliary projecting lens 17, and 
a second position (which is shown by a dotted line in the 
drawings; for dark field inspection) in which a surface 
of a testpiece (object to be inspected) 13' is illuminated 
with an illuminating light in the direction in which a 
regular reflection light from the surface of the testpiece 
13' is not made incident upon the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17. Although the actual arrangement and the direc 
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tion of the optical components shown in FIGS. 10 and 
11 are different from those of the optical components 
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, they are optically equivalent to 
each other, as shown in FIG. 1. Namely, the equation 
(1) or the equations (1) and (2) is or are given in the 
projection inspector 11' of the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 10 and 11. 
In FIGS. 10 and 11, the surface of the testpiece 13' is 

illuminated with light emitted by the light source 20, so 
that the light reflected by the surface of the testpiece is 
made incident upon the auxiliary projecting lens 17 to 
form an intermediate projection image A1 of the surface 
of the testpiece 13', whereby the intermediate projec 
tion image is enlarged and projected by the projecting 
lens 14 on the transmission type screen 12. As can be 
understood from the foregoing, when the surface of the 
testpiece is rectangular shown in FIG. 2a, the interme 
diate projection image A1 formed by the auxiliary pro 
jecting lens 17 is distorted or deformed into a trapezoi 
dal shape. However, when the trapezoidal intermediate 
projection image A1 is projected onto the screen 12 
through the projecting lens 14, the trapezoidal distor 
tion is cancelled, so that a rectangular image can be 
obtained, as shown in FIG.2c. This results in an easy 
inspection and an increased precision of inspection. 
Although two mirrors 21a and 21b are provided in 

the projection light path from the projecting lens 14 to 
the screen 12 in the illustrated embodiments, the num 
ber of mirrors is not limited thereto. Namely, a single 
mirror or more than two mirrors can be provided. Fur 
thermore, although the light path from the projecting 
lens 14 to the screen 12 is a refracted light path having 
therein the mirrors 21a and 21b, the light path can be a 
linear light path along which light transmitted through 
the projecting lens 14 is directly projected onto the 
screen 12. In this alternative of the linear light path in 
place of the refracted light path, the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17 and the projecting lens 14 are arranged to have 
the relationship as specified by the equation (1) or the 
equations (1) and (2), 

Similarly to the first embodiment mentioned above, 
the extension plane 17a of the principal plane of the 
auxiliary projecting lens 17 intersects the intersecting 
line P1 on which the extention plane 13a of the surface 
of the testpiece 13' intersects the extension plane A1a of 
the image surface of the intermediate projection image 
A1 formed by the auxiliary projecting lens 17. Further 
more, the extension plane 14a of the principal plane of 
the projecting lens 14 intersects the intersecting line on 
which the extension plane A1a of the image surface of 
the intermediate projection image A1 intersects the 
extension plane of the actual screen 12. With this ar 
rangement, an "in-focus' projection image of the sur 
face of the testpiece 13' can be formed on the screen 
without any distortion. 

Furthermore, although the screen 12 is of a transmis 
sion type which is provided on the front face of the 
projector body 11 in the illustrated embodiment, the 
projection plane on which the image of the surface of 
the testpiece 13' is to be projected can be an external 
projection plane, such as a reflection type screen, sepa 
rated from the projector body 11. 

In the above mentioned embodiment, the light source 
system for illuminating the surface of the testpiece 13' is 
composed of a single light source 20 which is moved 
between the first position for bright field inspection and 
the second position for dark field inspection. Alterna 
tively, it is also possible to provide two independent 
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light sources for bright field inspection and dark field 
inspection, respectively. 

It should be appreciated that the auxiliary projecting 
lens 17, which is made of a convex lens, can be replaced 
with a concave lens. In this alternative, the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 and the projecting lens 14 are ar 
ranged as shown in FIG. 12. Note that the intermediate 
projection image A1 which is formed by the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 in the form of a concave lens is a 
virtual image which is projected onto the projection 
plane by the projecting lens 14. In an embodiment 
shown in FIG. 12, the intermediate projection image 
(virtual image or real image) A1 formed by the auxiliary 
projecting lens 17 is on the surface A1a which substan 
tially intersects the two planes 13a and 17a at the inter 
secting line P1 at which the extention plane 13a of the 
surface A0 of the testpiece 13' intersects the extension 
plane 17a of the principal plane of the auxiliary project 
ing lens 17. The extension plane 14a of the principal 
plane of the projecting lens 14 intersects the intersecting 
line on which the extension plane Ala of the image 
surface of the intermediate projection image A1 formed 
by the auxiliary projecting lens 17 intersects the exten 
sion plane of the projection plane (an imaginary projec 
tion plane when the curved light path from the project 
ing lens to the projection plane is linearly developed, or 
an actual projection plane). 
We claim: 
1. A rear projection type projector including a casing 

provided with a display window and an image project 
ing apparatus mounted in said casing, said image pro 
jecting apparatus comprising: 

screen means, of a transmission type, provided on 
said display window for permitting the transmis 
sion of an image through said window, a rear sur 
face of said screen means facing towards said cas 
ling; 

at least one liquid crystal display means for forming 
an image; 

light source means for illuminating said light crystal 
display means; and 

projecting means for enlarging and projecting said 
image formed by said liquid crystal display means 
onto said screen means from a direction inclined 
with respect to said screen means, said projecting 
means comprising an auxiliary projecting lens 
which projects an image to be projected to form an 
intermediate image, and a projecting lens which 
projects said intermediate image formed by said 
auxiliary projecting lens onto said screen means, a 
plane perpendicular to an optical axis of said auxil 
iary projecting lens and including an image focal 
point of said auxiliary projecting lens, and a plane 
perpendicular to an optical axis of said projecting 
lens and including an object focal point of said 
projecting lens, intersect along a line, said line on 
which said plane intersect lying in a plane of said 
intermediate image, wherein an image of said ob 
ject is formed on said screen means without distor 
tion. 

2. A projecting apparatus comprising a first project 
ing lens for projecting an object to form an intermediate 
image, and a second projecting lens projecting said 
intermediate image formed by said first projecting lens 
onto a screen, said first projecting lens and said second 
projecting lens being disposed such that a plane perpen 
dicular to an optical axis of said first projecting lens and 
including an image focal point of said first projecting 
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lens, intersects a plane perpendicular to an optical axis 
of said second projecting lens and including an object 
focal point of said second projecting lens, wherein a line 
on which said planes intersect lies in a plane of said 
intermediate image, said first projecting lens being 
adapted to distort said object image, said second pro 
jecting lens being adapted to correct said distorted 
image to project an enlarged image of the object with 
out distortion onto said screen. 

3. The projecting apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said first projecting lens forms an intermediate 
image which is distorted into a trapezoidal shape, when 
the object is rectangular, and wherein said second pro 
jecting lens distorts said distorted image formed by said 
first projection lens in the opposite direction to project 
an enlarged image of the object onto to said screen. 

4. A projecting apparatus comprising: 
a first projecting system having an auxiliary project 

ing lens for projecting an object to be projected to 
form an intermediate image, so that said object and 
said auxiliary projecting lens are located such that 
an extension of a surface of said object, an exten 
sion of a principle plane of said auxiliary projecting 
lens, and an extension of said intermediate image 
substantially intersect at a first straight line; and 
second projecting system including a projecting 
lens for projecting said intermediate image onto a 
screen, said projecting lens and said screen being 
arranged in such a way that an extension of said 
intermediate image, an extension of a principle 
plane of said projecting lens, and an extension of 
said screen substantially intersect at a second 
straight line, wherein said extension of a principle 
plane of said projection lens and an extension of 
said object to be projected meet at a line. 

5. The projecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein a projection light path from said projecting 
lens to the projection plane is a refracted light path 
having at least one reflection mirror to reflect an image 
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light transmitted through said projection lens to be 
projected onto the projection plane. 

6. The projecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said auxiliary projecting lens is a convex lens. 

7. The projecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said auxiliary projecting lens is a concave lens. 

8. The projecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said intermediate image formed by said auxil 
iary projecting lens is an aerial image. 

9. A rear projection type projector including a casing 
provided with a display window and an image project 
ing apparatus mounted in said casing, said image pro 
jecting apparatus comprising: 

screen means, of a transmission type, provided on 
said display window for permitting the transmis 
sion of an image thorough said window, a rear 
surface of said screen means facing towards said 
casing; and 

projecting means for enlarging and projecting an 
object onto said screen means from a direction 
inclined with respect to said screen means, said 
projecting means comprising first projecting lens 
means, having a principle plane located on a first 
imaginary plane, for projecting said object to form 
an intermediate image on a second imaginary 
plane, and second projecting means, having a prin 
ciple plane located on a third imaginary plane, for 
projects said intermediate image, wherein an exten 
sion of a surface of said object, of said first imagi 
nary plane and said second imaginary plane inter 
sect at least on a first imaginary straight line, said 
second imaginary plane, said third imaginary plane 
and an extension of said screen means intersect at 
least on a second imaginary straight line. 

10. A rear projection type projector according to 
claim 9, wherein said screen means is a transmission 
type screen means, and comprises refracting means for 
correcting the reflected image so as to project in a di 
rection normal to said screen means. 

st k 
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