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The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a 

number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer. 

A Merriam-Webster® is the registered trademark you should look for 

when you consider the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference 

books. It carries the reputation of a company that has been publishing 

since 1831 and is your assurance of quality and authority. 

Copyright© 1986 by Merriam-Webster Inc. 

Philippines Copyright 1986 by Merriam-Webster Inc. 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 

Main entry under title: 

Webster's ninth new collegiate dictionary. 

Based on Webster's third new international 

dictionary. 
Includes index. 
I. English language-Dictionaries . I. Merriam­

Webster Inc. 
PEI628.W5638 1985 423 84-18979 

ISBN 0-87779-508-8 

ISBN 0-87779-509-6 (indexed) 

ISBN 0-87779-510-X (deluxe) 

Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary principal copyright 1983 

COLLEGIATE trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 

All rights reserved . No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may be re­

produced or copied in any foon or by any means- graphic , electronic, or mechanical , 

including photocopying, taping, or infoonation storage and retrieval systems--without 

wri tten pennission of the publisher. 

Made in the United States of America 
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\klir-'cUn\ n [II carton• 11os1cboard, eortoon, oug. of carta ,.,,r 
dlr.1oon _ more 01 CAROl (1611) I : "preparatory di:s1gn. drawinJl, 
of pupcr,ng (as lor a fresco) 2 o : a d.rawing inlendcd as satire. can­
or P'""~r humor<• polirlctll ~> b : CO MIC STRIP J : ANIMATED CAR, 
c•rur••4 : CARICATURE 2 --: car~oon vb - car,toon,lng n - car-toon,lsh 
1oO!" • h\ adj - car, toon,1s1 \· 111-n~s•\ 11 
,.•1 U-n~'kilr· tlip\ adj (1946): suitable in size and wdght ror carrying 

¢•t0P f on ~utomobilc (a~ fishing bo111) - car,top.pe_r \- ,liip-~r\ 11 
on 1opcge also car,touch \kiir-'rlish\ n [F cariouclie, rr. It ca,toccio. fr. 

,:Jlt•IOl {i 611) l : a gun cartridge with • paper case 2 : an ornare or 
corta en iol frame J : an oval or oblong figure (os on ancienl Egyp­
orn;im numt:nls) cnclosmg a soverdp's name 
1ian l:J~, \'kiir-trij , dial •~a-trij\ n [altu. or carlitr ca ,1age, modir. of 

,sr,tr ar<ouch•J (1579) : • case or con101ncr llll!t holds a substrmcc, 
MF: c or material which is difficult, troublesome, or a.wkwnrd to han­
de••c•d ibor usu . can be eru;ily cho nged: as a, a tube ol meta.I, paper, 
dl•~h containing n complcrc chorge for a firearm and usu. on initiat­
!lr .,;cc (8s o primer) b : a c:,se containing an e·xplostve charge ror 
~g ~i~g c : an often cylindrical conlll.iner for Insert ion into o larger 

~on ism or nppnrntus d : CASSl!'TTE 2 c : a small case n o phono­
m .ph pickup containing !he needle and the mechanism .for translating 
B"'rus motion into clecrncal voltage f , a case conllunlng n reel or 
''!snetic tape orra.ng~d. for insertion. into a recorder or plnye_r g : • 
~ovoblc ease conmmmg a ma_gncllc tape er one or more disk< a.nd 
r scd as 3 computer storage medium h , a cas~ for holding printed 
"· uil chips containing n computer program (o Yidco•game ~> 
~,r:;.idge belt~ (1874) l: a bell having• series of loopS for hol ding 

• rt ridges z: a belt worn around the wnis1 and designed for Cllfrying 
:nous attni:hable equipment (85 a cartridge case, canteen, or compass) 

w-tu,l•rY \'kli r-<=b:>-,kr-e\ n._pl -lar,ies [ML ehartularium. fr. chartula 
ohaftcr - more at CHA RTERJ (I 541): a collection of charters: tsp: a 
t,ook holding copies of the cliartcrs and title deeds or an estate 

•cart,whcel \ 'klirr-,(h)wel\ n (1855) I : a large coin (as a sflvcr dollar) 
l · • 101crol handspring wi th onns and lef' extended 

•curtwheel vi (1917): 10 move like o turning wheel ; ,pad/: to pcrfonn 
cartwheels - cart-wheel-er n 

,a,run,de \'kar-,>1]-k>I, ka•'r.>q·\ n (obs. F roruneule. fr. L caru11cula 
little piece of flesh, dim. of caro Oesh - more at CARl'<AL](l6 1S) I : a 
naked neshy ourgrowth (ns a bird's woulc) 2 : an outgrowth on a 
seed adJ•ccn1 Lo the m1cropyle 

ca.t>Va-crol \ 'kii.r-v;,-,kr61, •,krOI\ n [JSV, fr. NL corvl (specific eplthcL or 
Carum car•/ caraway) + L acr-, acer sharp - more ot CARAWAY. EOOE] 
(I 854) ; a liquid phenol CJ0H,.O found in csscn rial oils or various 
mints (as thyme) and used as a fun.s.i,ide and disfnfcctnnt 

e:1rve \'kiirv\ vb carved; C3<'1'•inc lME keryen, fr. OE ceorfan: akin to 
OHO ke,ban 10 nolch, Gk grophoin 10 scratch, write] ., (bd. I 2c) I 
. 10 cut with care or precision (carved rrctwork) 2: to m:,,ke or-set by 
~r os If by culling- often used with ou1 <~ out a earecr} 3 : to cur 
into pli:ces or slices (carw;d the turkey) ~ vi I : to cut up and serve 
meol 2: to work nsasculptororengravcr-carv•cr 11 

car•vel \ 'kllr-vol, -,•cl\ n [ME car.fl•. fr. MF carve/le] Cl Sc): CARAVEL 
e:1r-vel-bulll \-\bllt\ adj (prob. fr. D kaneel-. rr. lwrvee/ caravel, rr. MF 
can•,11•~ ( 17981 : bui11 whh the plonks meeting nush al !he.scams 

enrv-cn \ k:ir-v:.n\ adj ( I 4<l): wrought or omamen1ed by corving 
enn•ing \'k iir-vi~\ n (13c) l : the act or art or one who carves ~: a 
carved object. design, or figure 

cur wash n (1956) : a.n a rea or s1ruc1ure equipped wirh fncilities for 
washing automobiles 

cary- o,caryo- -see KARY· 
cary,nt-id \,kar-c-'at-ad, 'kar-c-:>-,tid\ n. pl •ids or -i,dcs ~ 
\.k•r••·'•t-:>-,da\ [L caryalida"' pl .. fr. Gk ka,yatid.. , 
priestesses of Artemis at Caryac, caryatids, rr, Karyai . 
Caryac in Laconi•J (1563): • droped female figure sup- •• 
porting a.n cntablature (j 

cary•0i>'sis \,kar-c!-' p-s~s\ n, pl -op,ses \•,sa\ also -si•de.'J • • 
,-,dez\ [NL 1 { 1830) : a. small one-seeded dry indehis­
ccnt fruit fas. ol' Indian com or wheal) in which rht fruit ' \I ' · 
and seed fuse in a single groin \l 

ca,sa \ 'k"s-~\ n [Sp & h, fr. L, <!Bbin] Sou1hwes, ( 1844) ~ • 
: DWElllNO • ) I 

ca,sa,ba \k:>-'s:ib-;,\ n [.Kasabo (now Tureullu), Turkeyl 1 

(1889): any of several winter melons With yellow rind • r~-
and SWO.:t nesh ' 

Ca•S!l•nO•Y3 \,koa-> 'n0•Y-;I, ,k.lS•\ n [Giacomo Orrolomo r 
Co.<Qnoval ( I 888) , LOVER. esp : a man who is • promis- l 
cuou.s nnd unscru~ulous lover 

Cu-bah \'kaz-,ba, kliz•\ n [F. fr . Ar dial. qa~bahl (1944) I ~ 
l : • No. Afncan castle or fortress 2 : the noihe sec- ' 
1ion or• No. African city • 

cas-ra,bel \'kas·b-,bel\ n [Sp. lit ., small bell like • sleigh 
bell] (1639) I : a projection behind rhe breech or a 
muzzle-loading cannon 2 : tt small hollow perforated caryatid 
•pherical bell enclosing a loose pell•• 

1cas-cade \(')k3S-'kdd\ n [F, rr. It casca10, rr. cascartl to 
fall, fr, (assumed) VL casicare. fr. L casus. pp. of caden. to foll] (1641) 
I , a steep usu. small fall of water; esp : one of a series 2 a : some-­
lhmg arranged in a .series or in a succession of stBges so 1ha1 eaoh sr-11ge 
d<r!v~ from or ac,s upon the product o( rhe preceding • b , a (all of 
mote;nal (a.s lace) lhnr hongs in 11 7,lgu,g ltne 3 : something falltng or 
rushing lonh in quanti ty (a~ of sound) (a~ of coins) 

'ttscade vbcas,cnil,ed; cas-cad-ing v/( 1702): 10 fall or pour in oca.s irin 
• cascade ~ v1 l , 10 cause 10 fall like a cas<:Ade 2 : 10 connect in a 
~scadc n.rrnngemcnc 

";l_S:~ara \i<a-'skar-a\ n (Sp clh<:ara bark. rr. cascar to crack. break, fr, 
=um]c(d) VL quassicaro to s.halcc, break, fr. L quas.wre - more at 
QUASH 1879) I ! CASCARA DUCKTHORN 2 : CASCAJ\A SAO RADA 

c~pra ~ucktbom n (ca. 1900) : a buckrhom (Rhomnu.s purshia11ai or 1 • ocific C011SI of the U.S. yielding=•• s.ogrnda 
•a.scara s11,gra-da \-s:o-'gnid-~\ n (AmerSp cascara sagroda, lit .. sacred 
hark] ( 1885): the dried bark of cascara buck thorn used as a lax3livc 

CQS,ca,ri),la \,ka.s -ka-'ril-.i, . 'rc-{y):,\ n [Sp, dim. ofcdscaro] (1686): the 
i'°')1

1
•11c bark of a West Indian shrub (Croton el1<1erla) of the spurge 

'"' 11 Y used for moking incense and ns n tonic: al,o : this shrub 

cartoon • cashable 211 

lease \ 'kils\ n [ME cas, Ir, OF. fr. L cast,s fall. chance, fr. ca;us. pp, of 
cadcre to fall - more 31 CHANCE] (130) I a : • SCI of circum~tances 
or conditions (is the statement true In :I.II three ~s) b (I) : • si llm­
rion requirin~ investigation or action (a.s by the police) (2:) : the ob­
ject of investigation or consideration 2 : COl'<DrTtON, sptt/f: condition 
of body or mind 3 [ME cas. fr. MF, fr. L ca.ms. trans. or Ok p16~s. lit ., 
fall] • : on ln nec1ional form of a noun. pronoun. or odjcctivc indlc:;,1-
ing its grammatical rclat on to other ,oords b : such • r~ntion 
whether indicarcd by in0ccrion or not 4 : whll l actually e.is1s or 
happens : FACT 5 a : a suit or action in law or equity b ( fl : th¢ 
ev,dcncc supporting• conclusion or j udgment (2): ARGUMENT! esp, a 
convincing ar,umcnt 6 a :_ nn instance of di~ or )njury: al-'?: •~­
TIENT b: -an instance that directs a ttention to a $1tuat1on or e:dub ts u 
in action : EXAMPLE. c : a peculiar person , CIIARACTER syn sec IN­
STANCE - In any case : , it.hour "'ll•rd 10 or in spite of other con idcr­
ations : wha1cvcr olsc is done or ss t.hc case (wa r i.s intvitable in any 
case) (in any casa rhe report w!II be made pubnc next month)- in cnse 
I : IF l : a.s a prceou1 ion 3 : ru; n precaution against the event that -
In caso of: in the event of (in case of trouble, yell) 

lease 11 [ME cas. Ir. 0 F cassc. fr. L capst, c hest, ca.<e, fr. cap•re to take 
- more at HEAVE) (14c) 1 • : a box or receptacle for holding some­
thing b : a box together with its con rents c : SET: $pee if : PAIR 2 
: an outer covering or housing 3 : a dt ided t,:ny for holding printing 
IYP<! 4 : the frame of a door or wi ndow: CAStl'<C 

' case vr cased; cas,ing ( I S75) .1 : 10 enclose in or cover with or as if 
wirh a case: eNCASE 2: to line {as• well) with supporting ma.terinl (as 
metal ~ipc) 3 : 10 inspect or study esp. with inten t 10 rob 

ca,se,anon \,kA-se-' -sh,n\ n [L caseus cheese - more at CHEESE] ( 1866) 
: necrosis with conversion of dam ged tissue: Into n solt cheesy sub• 
.s1ancc - ca-se-11.k \ 'ka-si:-,~t\ vl 

cnse,bcar-er \'Us-,bar-ar, •,ber-\ n ( 1895) : nn insect la.rvn that forms • 
protective case (as or silk) 

Cll'le,book \-,buk\ ,1 (1762) l : a book containing records of !llu5lratiye 
cases 1ha1 i used for reference and insrructlon (as In law or medicine) 
l : n compilation of primary ond secondary documents relnting 10 a 
cen rral ropic together wnh schoJ:i.rly Qommcn r. exercises. and study 
aids that is designed 10 serve ns" sourcebook ror short papers (as in n 
course in c.:,mposition) or as a point of departure for a rtSCarch po per 

eased gltlSS \'kast•\ n (l 849) : gla.s5 consis11ng of two or more fused 
layers of differenl colors often dccorntcd by cutting so that the inner 
layers show through - called also case gla.u 

case goods II pl (1922) I : furniture l.~ bureaus or bookcases) that 
provides Interior s torage space; also: dmtng-room and bedroom rurn1-
ture sold as sets 2 : products (as liquor or canned milk) often sold by 
1hccnsc 

case hard-en \ 'k3s-,hiird-'n\., {1677) 1 : 10 harden (a ferrou, "-lloy) so 
thnt the surf cc lnycris harder thon rhe interior 2 : to make collous or 
insensible - c:ase-hard.ened adj 

case history 11 (1894) : n record of histor.r, environment. and rclev•nl 
details (as of individual behavior or condition) esp. for use in annlysis 
ar i.Uustration 

ca,sein \ k!-'sen, 'k -sc-an\ n [prob. fr. F caseine. fr. L case us] (I 84 I) : a 
pho. sphoprotein of milk: as a , one that i.s prccipitaled f'rom milk by 
heating with an ooid or by the action of lactic acid in souring and is 
used in niakiog paints and adhesives b : one that is produced when 
milk is curdled by rennet, is the chief constituent of cheese. and Is used 
in making plastics 

cn,sein•ate \ ka-'st-,n 1, 'kJ-se..,,•,nat\ n ( 1904) : a compound of casein 
with a motaf (as calcium or sodium) 

case in point (1965): an illustra tive, relevanl, or pertinent case: ll.'{AM• 
PLE 

case knife n ( 1704) l : SHEATH KNIFE 2: a \,ible knife 
cose lo·w n (1861): low cs1abl1shed by judicial decision in cases 
case-load \'k!i-

1
slOd\ n (1938) : the numb<!r of cases handled (as by a 

court or clin!c i usu.. in n particular period 
cnse,mste \'kil-,'m&t\ n (MF. fr. 011 casamaria] (1515) : n fortified 
position or chamber or an ormored enclosure on n worship from which 
guns arc nred 1hrouih cmbrusures 

case-men t \ 'k -sm~nt\ n [ME, hollow molding, prob. rr .. ONF •ncasse­
,nenc frame, fr. encas.ser 10 cnchssc, fro.mt , fr. •n• + c=•J ( I Sc) : a 
window sash 1,ha1 opens on hinges a1 rh.e side; al.io : n window with 
such a sash 

ca,sc.ous \'kii-se-~s\ adj [L caseus cheese] (1661): marked by caseation; 
also: CIIE.ESY 

ca,sern ar cn.serne \k~-•z:irn\ n [F caserrie) (1696): a military barracks 
In a garrison town 

case shol " (1675) : an artlllcry projectile consis1ing ol • number or 
balls or metal frngmcnrs enclosed 1n a case 

Cll'le study n ( I 87:>) t : an intensive onalysjs or an individual unit (as n 
person or community) Sll'CS! ing d~clopmen1al lac tors in relation 10 
environment 2: CA.S~HISTORY 

case S)'s!em n (ca. 1889): a_systcm of teaching I.aw in which ins1ructi!)n 
i ch1eny on the basis or leading or selected coses as primary authorities 
insrend or from textbooks 

cnse,work \'kii-,swark\ n (1886): socfal work in vol Ying <! ircct consldcr-
rion of the problems, needs, and adJuStmcnts of the lnd1v1dunl case (as 

a person or fomily) - case-work-er \ -,s,v;,r-kar\ n 
1cash \'kMh\ n [MF or 01.t: l\,[F ca.ue money box, fr. Ort cam,, Ir. L 
capsa chest. - more al CASE] {1596) 1 : ready money 2: mon~y or 
its equivalent paid promptly after eurchasing - cash-less \-l~s\ adj 

>cash vc (1811) I: to pay or obtain cash for {~ a chcclc) 2, fo lead 
and win a bridge trick with (a cnrd that is the highest remaining card of 
hs suit) - cnsh•llble \-o-bol\ adj 

'cash n. pl cash [Pg cabca. rr. Tami) kl/cu, a small copper c;oin~ fr. Sh 
ka=. a weight of gold or silver; akin to OPer /carslia•, 11 wcightJ (I S98) 
I : ony of various coi ns of small value in Chino and southern India: nsp 

\a\ abut \'\ kiuen. f tnble or\ fu<1her \a\ ash \a\"°" \ii\ cot, earl 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \c\ bet \ c\ easy \B\ ll9 \i\ bit \I\ ice \j\ job 
\~\ s ing \II\ go \6\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \.lb\ the \ \ 1001 \u\ foo t 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \Ii. )s, ", a:, a,, u:. w, '\ see Guide to Prcnunciotion 
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