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120 bifurcation • bilateral 
bl-tur-ca-tlon \,bH,)far-'ka-shan\ n (1615) 1 a : the point at which bi­ 
furcating occurs b : BRANCH 2 : the act of bifurcating : the state of 
being bifurcated 

1big \'big\ ad) blg,ger; big,gest [ME, perh. of Scand ·origin; akin to 
Norw dial. bugge important man] (14c) 1 a obs : of great strength b 
: of great force (a ~ storm) 2 a : large or great in dimensions, bulk, 
or extent (a ,_, house); also : large or great in quantity, number, or 
amount (a ,._, fleet) b : operating on a large scale <,_, government) 
c : CAPITAL 1 3 a : PREGNANT; esp : nearly ready to give birth b 
: full to bursting : SWELLING <~ with rage) c of the voice : full and 
resonant 4 a : CHIEF, PREEMINENT (the~ issue of the campaign) b 
: outstandingly worthy or able (a truly ~ man) c : of great impor­ 
tance or significance (the ,_, moment) d : IMPOSING, PRETENTIOUS; 
also : marked by or given to boasting <~ talk) e : MAGNANIMOUS, 
GENEROUS <was ~ about it) 5 : POPULAR <soft drinks are very ~ in 
Mexico -Russ Leadabrand) 6 : full-bodied and flavorful - used of 
wine - big,ly adv - big,ness n - big on : strongly favoring or lik­ 
ing; also : noted for (she is big 011 blushing -Arnold Hano) 

2big adv (1556) 1 : in a loud or declamatory manner; also : in a boast­ 
ing manner (talk~> 2 a : to a large amount or extent (won~> b 
: on a large scale (think~> 3: HARD (hits her forehand~> 3big 11 (1833) : an individual or organization of outstanding importance 
or power; esp : MAJOR LEAGUE - usu. used in pl. (playing in the ~s) 
big,a,mous \'bi-ga-mas\ adj (1671) 1 : guilty of bigamy (a ~ man) 
2 : involving bigamy (a~ marriage) - blq-a-rnous-Iv adv 
big,a,my \'bi-ga-me\ 11 [ME bigamie, fr. ML bigamia, fr. L bi- + LL 
-gamia -gamy] (14c) : the act of entering into a marriage with one per­ 
son while still legally married to another - blq-a-rnlat \-mist\ n 
bl-qa-rade \,be-gii-'riid\ n IF, fr. Occitan bigarrado, fr. bigarra to.varie­ 
gate] (1658) 1 : SOUR ORANGE 2 : a brown sauce flavored with the 
juice and grated rind of oranges 
big band 11 (1917) : a band that is larger than a combo and that usu. 
features a mixture of ensemble playing and solo improvisation typical 
of jazz or swing 
big bang n (1950) : the cosmic explosion that marked the beginning of 
the universe according to the big bang theory - compare BIG CRUNCH 
big bang theory n (1955) : a theory in astronomy: the universe origi- 
nated billions of years ago in an explosion from a single point of nearly 
infinite energy density - compare STEADY STATE THEORY 
big beat 11, often cap both Bs (1957) : music (as rock) characterized by a 
heavy persistent beat 
Big Ben \-'ben\ n [Sir Benjamin Hall tI867 Eng. Chief Commissioner of 
Works] (1859) 1 : a large bell in the clock tower of the Houses of Par­ 
liament in London 2 : the tower that houses Big Ben; also : the clock 
in the tower 
big bluestem n (1887) : BLUESTEM I 
big-box \'big-,biiks\ adj (1990) : of, relating to, or being a large chain 
store having a boxlike structure - big box n 
big boy 11 (1916) : BIG GUN - usu. used in pl. 
big brother n (I 809) 1 : an older brother 2 : a man who serves as a 
companion, father figure, and role model for a boy 3 cap both Bs [Big 
Brother, personification of the power of the state in 1984 (1949) by 
George Orwell] a : the leader of an authoritarian state or movement 
b : an all-powerful government or organization monitoring and direct­ 
ing people's actions 
Big Broth-er-Ism \-'bra-thar-,i-zam\ n (1950) : authoritarian attempts 
at complete control (as of a person or a nation) 
big brown bat n (1898) : an insectivorous medium-sized bat (Eptesicus 
fuscus) having brownish fur that is found from southern Canada to 
northern South America and that often roosts in buildings 
big buck n (1941) : a large sum of money - usu. used in pl. (signed a 
contract for big bucks) 
big business 11 (1905) 1 : an economic group consisting of large 
profit-making corporations esp. with regard to their influence on social 
or political policy 2 : a very profitable enterprise 
big C n, often cap B (1964) : CANCER 2 
big cheese n (1912) : BOSS, BIG GUN 
big crunch n, often cap B&C (1977) : a hypothetical cosmological event 
in which all matter in the universe collapses to a singularity and which 
is posited to be a possible fate of the universe if the density of matter in 
it is sufficiently high - compare BIG BANG , 
big daddy n, often cap B&D (1881) : one preeminent esp. by reason of 
power, size, or seniority : one representing paternalistic authority 
big data n (1980) : an accumulation of data that is too large and com­ 
plex for processing by traditional database management tqols 
big deal n (1915) : something of special importance (what's the big 
deal?) - sometimes used ironically as an interjection 
Big Dipper n (1853) : the seven principal stars in the constellation of 
Ursa Major 
bi,gem,i,ny \bl-'je-ma-ne\ n [bigeminal (double, paired), fr. LL bigemi­ 
nus, fr. bi- + geminus twin] (ca. 1923) : the state of having a pulse char­ 
acterized by two beats close together with a pause following each pair 
of beats - bi,gem,i,nal \-ma-n•l\ adj 
bi!J•8Ye \'big-,i\ n (1861) : any of several small widely distributed red­ 
dish to silvery bony fishes (genus Priacanthus of the family Priacanthi­ 
dae) of tropical seas 
bigeye tuna n (1944) : a large-eyed tuna (Thu1111us obesus) that has 
long pectoral fins and often a bluish stripe on the side and is found in 
warm ocean waters worldwide , 
big,foot \'big-,fut\ 11, pl big,feet \-,fet\ or big,foots often cap (1958) 
1 [fr. the size of the footprints ascribed to it] : SASQUATCH 2 : BIG 
IBM ~ 
big game n (1773) 1 : relatively, large animals sought or taken by 
hunting or fishing esp. for sport 2 : an important objective esp. when 
involving risk 
big,ge,ty or big,gi,ty Vbi-go-tev adj [big + -ety (as in persnickety)] 
(f880) 1 Southern & Midland: CONCEITED, VAIN 2 Southern & Mid­ 
land : rudely self-important : IMPUDENT (never acted ~ in court, but 
she would bow her head only so low -Claude Brown) 
blg,gie \'bi-~e\ n (ca. 1926) : one that is big and often important 

1big,gin or bIg,ging \'bi-gan\ n [ME bigging, fr. bigg~n to dwell, fr. ON 
byggja; akin to OE beon to be] (14c) archaic : BUILDING 

2blggin n [MF beguin] (1511) archaic : CAP: a : a child's cap b 
: NIGHTCAP 

big,gish \'bi-gish\ adj (1611) : somewhat big 
big gun n (1830) : one having preeminent status or power in a field 
big flair n (1966) : hair that is styled and teased to occupy an unusually 
large amount of space above and around the head 
big,head \'big-,hed\ 11 (1784) 1 : any of several diseases of animals 
marked by swelling about the head 2 : an exaggerated opinion of 
one's importance - usu. used with the - big,head,ed \-'he-dad\ adj 
blg,heart,ed \-'hiir-tad\ ad) (1846) : GENEROUS, CHARITABLE - big­ 
heart,ed,ly adv - big,heart,ed,ness n 
big,horn sheep \'big-;hi>rn-\ n (1817) : a usu. 
grayish-brown wild sheep (Ovis canadensis) of 
mountainous and desert regions of western 
No. America - called also bighorn 
big house n, often cap B&H (1913) slang 

: PENITENTIARY 
bight \'bll\ n [ME, fr. OE byht bend, bay; akin 
to OE biigan to bend - more at BOW] (!Sc) 1 
: a bend in a coast forming an open bay; also 
: a bay formed by such a bend 2 : a slack 
part or loop in a rope 
big league n (1882) 1 : MAJOR LEAGUE 2 
: BIG TIME 2 - often used in pl. - big­ 
league a,v - big leaguer n 

big lie 11, sometimes cap B&L (1824) : a deliber­ 
ate gross distortion of the truth used esp. as a 
propaganda tactic 
big,mouthed \'big-,mauthd, 'big-,mautht, 
'big-'\ a<ti (1602) 1 : having a large mouth 2 bighorn sheep 
: LOUDMOUTHED 

big name n (1881) : a performer or personage of top rank in popular 
recognition (a big name in the business world) - big-name aqj' ' 
big,no,nia \big-'no-ne-a\ n [NL, genus name, fr. J.P. Bignon tl743 Fr. 
royal librarian] (1785) : a woody evergreen vine (Bignonia capreo/ata 
of the family Bignoniaceae, the bignonia family) of the southern and 
central U.S. that has compound leaves and tubular flowers 
blg,ot \'bi-gat\ n [F, hypocrite, bigot] (1660) : a person obstinately or 
intolerantly devoted to his or her own opinions and prejudices; esp 
: one who regards or treats the members of a group (as a racial or eth­ 
nic group) with hatred and intolerance - big,ot,ed \-ga-tad\ a<ti - 
big,ot,ed,ly adv '' ., 
big,ot,ry \'bi-ga-tre\ n, pl -ries (1632) 1 : the state of mind of a bigot 
2 : acts or beliefs characteristic of a bigot , 
big picture 11, ofte11 cap B&P (1904) : the entire perspective on a situa- 
tion or issue - used with the ' 
big science n, often cap B&S (1914) : large-scale scientific research 
consisting of projects funded usu. by a national government or group 
of governments 
big screen n (1914) : the motion-picture medium often as contrasted 
to television (a story adapted for the big screen) - big-screen a,tj 
big shot \'big-,shiit\ n (1929) : a person of consequence or prominence 
big stick n (1893) : threat esp. of military or political intervention 
big-tick,et \'big-'ti-kat\ a<ti (1945) : having a high price (the car was a 
~item) 1 

1 big-time \'big-,tlm\ a<ti (1910) : relating to or involved in the big time 
<~ sports); also : MAJOR 4 <~ operators) 2bIg-time adv (1957) : in' a major or large-scale way (the new show 
bombed~); also : to a great extent or degree (owes me~> ' ' 

big time \-,Um\ n (1910) 1 : a high-paying vaudeville circuit requiring 
only two performances a day 2 : the top rank of an activity or enter- 
prise - big-tim,er \·,tl-mar\ n · 
big toe n (1699) : the innermost and largest toe of the foot 
big top n (1763) 1 : the main tent of a circus 2 : CIRCUS 2a, b, d 
big tree 11 (1853) : GIANT SEQUOIA 
big wheel n (1942) : BIGWIG, BIG SHOT 
big,wi!I \'big-,wig\ n (1703) : an important person ••I 
Bi,ha,rI \bi-'hiir-e\ n (1878) 1 a : a native or inhabitant of Bihar b : a 
Muslim born in Bihar who emigrated after the partition of India in 
1947; also : a descendant of such· a person 2 : a group of Indo-Aryan 
languages (as Bhojpuri) spoken in Bihar, India, and adjacent areas 
bi,jec,tlon \(,)bl-'jek-shan\ n ['bi- + -jection (as in bijection)] (1956) : a 
mathematical function that is a one-to-one and onto mapping - com­ 
pare INJECTION, SURJECTION - bl,jec,tlve \-'jek-tiv\ a,tj 
bl,jou \'be-,zhii\ n, pl bljous or bl,joux \-,zhii(z)\ [F, fr. Bret bizou 
ring, fr. biz finger] (1668) 1 : a small dainty usu. ornamental piece of 
delicate workmanship : JEWEL 2 : something delicate, elegant, or 
highly prized - bijou a<ti 
bi,jou,te,rie \bi-'zhii-ta-(,)re\ n IF, fr. bijou] (1735) ·: a collection of 
trinkets or ornaments : JEWELS; also : DECORATION • 

1bike \'blk\ n [ME] (14c) 1 chiefly Scot: a nest of wild bees, wasps, or 
hornets 2 chiefly Scot : a crowd or swarm of people 2bike II [by shortening & alter.] (1880) 1 : BICYCLE 2 : MOTORCYCLE 
3 : MOTORBIKE 4 : STATIONARY BICYCLE 

3bike vi biked; bik•ing (1885) : to ride a bike · • 
bik,er \'bl-kar\ 11 (1883) 1 : BICYCLIST 2 : MOTORCYCLIST; esp : one 
who is a member of an organized club or gang · , 
bike,way \'bik-,wa\ n (1895) : a thoroughfare for bicycles 
bik•ie \'bi-ke\ n ['bike+ -ie] (1967) : BIKER 2 . , 
bi,ki,ni \ba-'ke-ne\ n IF, fr. Bikini, atoll of the Marshall Islands] (1947) 
1 a : a woman's scanty two-piece bathing suit b : a man's brief swim­ 
suit 2 : a man's or woman's low-cut briefs - bl,ki,nied also bi•ki­ 
nl'd \-ned\ a<ti 
bikini wax n (1973) : a procedure for removing pubic hair from the 
skin near the edge of the bottom half of a bikini by applying hot wax, 
covering the wax with a cloth to which the wax and hair adhere, and 
then peeling it off quickly 

bll abbr billion 
1 bi,la,bi,al \(,)bi-'la-be-al\ a,v [ISV] (1878) of a consonant : produced 
with both lips 

2bllabial n (1829) : a bilabial consonant 
bi,la,bi,ate \-be-at\ a<ti (1720) : having two lips <a ~ corolla) 
bi,lat,er,al \(,)bi-'la-t(a-)ral\ a<ti (1751) 1 : affecting reciprocally two 
nations or parties (a~ treaty) (a~ trade agreement) 2 : having two 
sides· 3 a : of, relating to, or affecting the right and left sides of the 
body or the right and left members of paired organs <~ nephrecto- 
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-ork done in the field (as by stucte 
mowledge through firsthand obse~•) 
pological or sociological data throu j; 
n of subjects in the field - fie)~, 

· akin to OHGfiant enemy, Sktp/y . 
I : DEVIL I b : DEMON C : a Pers at, 
ness 2 : a person extremely devoto~ 
a golf~> 3_: ADDICT I (a dope--:> 
cs) 
1 : perversely diabolical (took a 
extremely cruel or wicked 3 : exc;" 
tit <~ weather) - fiend,ish,Jy ad; 
~t [ME.fiers, fr. AF Jer,Jers, Iiers, fr. L 
er wild animal] (14c) 1 a : violenu 
nent b : given to fighting or killi/ 
u~restra!ned zeal ?r vehe1!}ence (a~ 
itlous, disappointing, or intense (,..__, 
~{c~'.~~s~~ake a ~ effort) 4 : Wild 
,ROUS, SAVAGE, CRUEL mean showin 
.tions. FIERCE applies to humans an~ 
.ise of their wild and menacing aspect 
;). FEROCIOUS implies extreme fierce 
and_ brutality (aferocious dog). BAI\: 
ercilessness regarded as unworthy of 
itment of prisoners). SAVAGE implie 
ining civilized people filled with rage' 
tavage criminal). CRUEL implies indif: 
sitive pleasure in inflicting it (the en,. 

:e or veheme_nt manner (-.., competi­ 
{ <~ expensive) 
;\ n [L, cause (it) to be done] (15c) • a 
lain satisfaction of a judgment in d~bt 
.hattels of the defendant 
,st [ME, fr. fire, fier fire] (13c) 1 a 
>Y fire (a~ crash) C : using or car­ 
atch fire or explode : FLAMMABLE (a 
b (I) : being in an inflamed state or 

.rish and flushed (a ~ forehead) 3 
sunset) 4 a : full of or exuding emo­ 
: easily provoked : IRRITABLE (a ~ 
, - tl-eri-neas \'fi-re•n~s\ 11 - fiery 

· - more at FEAST] (1844) : FESTIVAL· 
n Spain and Latin America with pro: 

OHO pfifa, fr. VL *pipa pipe - more 
·se flute with six to eight finger holes 

the mast near the deck to which rig- 

tene, adj., fr. OE fiftene, fr. Fif five + 
ore at FIVE, TEN] (bef. 12c) 1 - see 
t scored by a side in a game of tennis 
i - fifteen pron, pl in constr - fil· 
or n 
hs \'fiths, 'fif(t)ths, 'fif(t)s\ [MENte, 
f. 12c) 1 - see NUMBER table 2 a 
: five diatonic degrees b : a tone at 
I c : the harmonic combination of 
nit of measure for liquor equal to one 
4 cap : the Fifth Amendment of the 

accorded by the Fifth Amendment to 
· usu. used in the phrase take the Fi/th 

rebel sympathizers in Madrid in 1936 
Ivancing on the city] (1936) : a group 
ters of an enemy that engage in espio­ 
lines or national borders - fifth col· 
- fifth col-um-nlst \·(n)ist\ 11 
on as the fifth of five exanthematous 
time of its description] (ca. 1941) : an 
n caused by a parvovirus (species Hu­ 
,s Erythrovirus) and manifested by a 
-hich spreads to the extremities and is 
ialaise 
orizontal wheel or segment of a wheel 
! on each other above the fore axle of 
i to prevent tipping b : a similar cou­ 
of a semitrailer 2 : one that is super· 
me 
r. Fifty, adj., fr. OE Fifti!f, fr. Fiftig, n

1
., 

p of ten; akin to lien ten] (bef. 12c) 
numbers 50 to 59; specif: the years 50 
: a50, 
ad] or 
constr 

3) 1 
illy (a 
irable 
:e)- 

dOc­ 
us fig 
ng or 
:1. tree 
'arnily 
videly fig 1 

. red tree (F. carica) that produces edible figs 2 : a worthless tri­ 
culllva )east bit (doesn't care a~> 
0e: 1ne vb., to adorn] (1835): DRESS, ARRAY (a young woman in daz­ 

itJQ II v'gyal full~ -Mollie Panter-Downes) 
zli118 re fi urative; figuratively; figure 

3fl9 ab%/vb fought \'f6t\; fight,ing [ME, fr. OEfeohtan; akin to OHO 
111ghl \ 1

0 fight and perh. to Lpectere to comb - more at PECTINATE] vi 
Je/11°1\jc) 1 a : to contend in battle or physical combat; esp : to strive 
(bef. come a person by blows or weapons b : to engage in boxing . 2 
to ove't forth a determined effort~ vt 1 a (I) : to contend agamst m 
: to P~ •n battle or physical combat (2) : to box against in the ring b 
or as ,f ~ttemPI to prevent the success or effectiveness of (the company (I)'/~ the takeover attempt) (2) : to oppose the passage or develop­ 
/011g I f <~ a bill in Congress) 2 a : WAGE, CARRY ON<~ a battle) 
,nent ~ake part in (as a boxing match) 3 : to struggle to endure or sur­ 
b: to <~ a cold) 4 a : to gain by struggle <~s his way through) b 
,noun! olve by struggle <fought out their differences in court) 5 a : to 
: to rese (a ship) in a battle or storm b : to cause to struggle or con­ 
ma~tg c . to manage in an unnecessarily rough or awkward manner - 
t~n shY of : to avoid facing or meeting 
fight (bef. J2c) 1 a : a hostile encounter : BATTLE, COMBAT b : a 

itlglll 11 ,natch c : a v~rbal disagre~ment : ARGUMENT 2 : ~ str~g_gle 
boxingoal or an objecltve (a~ for Jusltce) 3 : strength or d1spos,t,on 
for a_ ghting : PUGNACITY (still full of~> 
rorl:r \'fi-tor\ 11 (13c) : on~ th_at fights: as a (I) : WARRIOR, SOLDIER 
fl~ . ugnacious or game md1v1dual (3) : 'BOXER I b : an airplane 
( {hi;i{speed and maneuverability with armament designed to destroy 
0 y aircraft 
enhf.'er-bomb,er \·'ba-mor\ n (1936) : a fighter aircraft fitted to carry 
fig bs and rockets in addition to its normal armament fOirting chair 11 (1950) : a chair from which a salt-water angler plays a 
I~ oked fish . 
fl 0hling chance n (1889) : a chance that may be reahzed by a struggle 

lghe atient had a.fighting chance to live) 
<\,i~g word 11 (1917) : a word likely to provoke a fight 
light-or-flight ac(j (1973) : relating to, being, or causing physiological 
manges in the body (as an increase in heart rate or dilation of bronchi) 
~ response to stress (epinephrine is a~ hormone) (a~ reaction) ,/;hi song 11 (19~4) : a song used to inspire enthusiasm usu. during an 
athletic compet1t10n 
fl leaf 11 (14c) 1 : the leaf of a fig tree 2 [fr. the use by Adam and 
~ve of fig leaves to cover their nakedness after eating the forbidden 
fruit (Gen. 3:7)] : something that conceals or camoufiages usu. inade· 
uately or dishonestly 

f~,,nenl \'fig•m~nt\ 11 [ME. fr. L figmentum, fr. fingere to shape - 
more at DOUGH] (15c) : something made up or contrived . 
flg,ur,al \'fi-g(y)o-rnl\ ac(j (15c) 1 : FIGURATIVE 2a 2 : of, relating to, 
or consisting of human or animal figures (a~ composition) 
flg,u,ra,tion \,fi-g(y)o·'.ra-shon\ n _(1_4c) 1 : FORM, OUTLINE . 2 : the 
act or process of creatmg or prov1dmg a figure 3 : an a~t or mstance 
of representation in figures _and shapes (cubism was explamed as a syn­ 
thesis of colored ~s of obJects -Janet Flanner) 4 : ornamentalton 
of a musical passage by using decorative and usu. repetitive figures 
flg,u,ra,tlve \'fi-g(y)~·ro-tiv\ ac(j (14c) 1 a : representing by a figure 
or resemblance : EMBLEMATIC b : of or ,relating to representation of 
form or figure in art <~ sculpture) 2 a : expressing one thing in 
terms normally denoting another with which it may be regarded as 
analogous : METAPHORICAL <~ language) b : characterized by fig• 
ures of speech (a ~ description) - fig,u,ra,tive,Jy adv - fig,u,ra• 
tive,ness 11 

1f)g,ure \'fi-gyor, Brit & often US 'fi-gor\ n [ME, fr. AF, fr. Lfigura,_ fr. 
ji11gere) (13c) 1 a : a number symbol : NUMERAL, DIGIT b pl : anth­ 
metical calculations (good at ~s) c : a written or printed character 
d : value esp. as expressed in numbers : SUM, PRICE (sold at a low~> 
e pl : digits representing an amount (as of money earned or points 
scored) (made six ~s last year) (a score in double ~s) 2 a : a geo­ 
metric form (as a line, triangle, or sphere) esp. when considered as a set 
of geometric elements (as points) in space of a given number of dimen­ 
sions (a square is a plane ~) b : bodily shape or form esp. of a per­ 
son (a slender ~) c : an object noticeable only as a shape or form 
(~s moving in the dusk) 3 a : the graphic representation of a form 
esp. of a person or geometric entity b : a diagram or pictorial illustra­ 
tion of textual matter 4 : a person, thing, or action representative of 
another 5 a : FIGURE OF SPEECH b : an intentional deviation from 
the ordinary form or syntactical relation of words 6 : the form of a 
syllogism with respect to the relative position of the middle term 7 
: an often repetitive pattern or design in a manufactured article (as 
cloth) or natural product (as wood) (a polka-dot ~> 8 : appearance 
made : impression produced (the couple cut quite a~> 9 a : a series 
of movements in a dance b : an outline representation of a form 
traced by a series of evolutions (as with skates on an ice surface or by 
an airplane in the air) 10 : a prominent personality : PERSONAGE 
(great ~s of history) 11 : a short coherent group of notes or chords 

2 that may constitute part of a phrase, theme, or composition 
figure vb fig,ured; flg,ur,ing \'fi-gyo-rio, 'fi-g(a-)rio\ vt (14c) 1 : to 
represent by or as if by a figure or outline 2 : to decorate with a pat­ 
tern; also : to write figures over or under (the bass) in order to indicate 
the accompanying chords 3 : to indicate or represent by numerals 4 
a : CALCULATE b : CONCLUDE, DECIDE <figured there was no use in 
further effort); also : ASSUME<~ it will rain) C : REGARD, CONSIDER 
d : to appear likely (~s to win)~ vi 1 a : to be or appear important 

2r conspicuous b : to be involved or implicated <figured in a robbery) 
: to perform a figure in dancing 3 : COMPUTE, CALCULATE 4 : to 

seem rational, normal, or expected (that ~s) 5 : to make sense of 
s~mething - used interjectionally in the phrase go figure to suggest 
t _at something is surprising or perplexing (why do they think women ;rn buy this lie? Go ~ -Ellen Bravo) - flg,ur,er \•g(y)or-ar\ 11 - 
9Ure on 1 : to take into consideration (figuring on the extra in• 

1come) 2: to rely on 3: PLAN (I.figure 011 going into town) 
lgured ac(j (15c) 1 : adorned with, formed into, or l!larked with a fig­ ?~•~~ muslin) <~ wood) 2 : being represented : PORTRAYED 3 
· indicated by figures 

figured bass 11 (1801) : CONTINUO 

figure eight n (1748): something resembling the Arabic numeral eight 
in form or shape: as a : a small knot - see KNOT illustration b : an 
embroidery stitch c : a dance pattern d : a skater's figure - called 
also figure-of-eight 
fig,ure,head \'fi-g(y)ar-,hed\ n (1765) 1 : the figure on a ship's bow 
2 : a head or chief in name only 
figure in vt (ca. 1934): to include esp. in a reckoning 
figure of merit (ca. 1865) : a numerical quantity based on one or mor_e 
characteristics of a system or device that represents a measure of effi­ 
ciency or effectiveness 
figure of speech (1751) : a form of expression (as a simile or meta­ 
phor) used to convey meaning or heighten effect often by comparing 
or identifying one thing with another that has a meaning or connota­ 
tion familiar to the reader or listener 
figure out vt (1600) 1 : DISCOVER, DETERMINE (try to.figure out a way 
to do it) 2 : SOLVE, FATHOM <figure out a problem) 
figure skating n (1852) : skating characterized by the performance of 
various jumps, spins, and dance movements and formerly by the trac­ 
ing of prescribed figures - figure skater n 
fig,u,rine \,fi-g(y)a-'ren\ 11 [F, fr. Itfigurina, dim. offigura figure, fr. L 
- more at FIOURE] (1854) : a small carved or molded figure : STATU· 
ETTE 
fig wasp n (1883) : a minute wasi> ~Blastophaga pse11es of the_ fa~ily 
Agaontidae) that breeds m the capnf1g and 1s the agent of capnf1calton; 
broadly : any wasp of the same family 
fig,wort \'fig-,wort, -,wort\'! (1548) : any of a genus (Scrophula_ria) of 
chiefly herbaceous often feltd plants of the snapdragon family with ter­ 
minal cymes of small purple, yellow, or greenish flowers 
Fi•ii•an \'fe-(,)je-~n, fi·'\ 11 (1809) 1 : a member of a Melanesian people 
of Fiji 2 : the Austronesian language of the Fijians - Fijian ac(j 
fi),a,ment \'fi-la-mant\ n [MF, fr. ML.filamentum, fr. LL.Ii/are to spin 
- more at FILE] (1594) : a single thread or a thin flexible threadlike 
object, process, or appendage: as a : a tenuous conductor (as of car­ 
bon or metal) made incandescent by the passage of an electric current; 
specif: a cathode in the form of a metal wire in an electron.tube b (I) 
: a thin and fine elongated constituent part of a gill (2) : an elongated 
thin series of cells attached one to another or a very long thin cylindri­ 
cal single cell (as of some algae, fungi, or bacteria) c : the anther• 
bearing stalk of a stamen - see FLOWER illustration - fll,a,men­ 
ta,ry \,fil-a-'men-t(o-)re\ ac(j - fil,a,men,tous \•'men-las\ ac(j 
fi,lar \'fi·l~r\ ac(j [Lfilum thread] (ca. 1859) : of or relating to a thread 
or line; esp : having threads across the field of view (a~ eyepiece) 

fi,lar,ia \fa-'ler-e-a\ n, pl -I,ae \•e·,e, -e-,i\ [NL, genus name, fr. Lfilum] 
(1833) : any of numerous slender filamentous nematodes (Fi/aria and 
related genera) that as adults are parasites in the blood or tissues of 
mammals and as larvae usu. develop in biting insects - fi,lar,i,al \•e· 
al\ ac(j - fi,lar,i,ld \-e-ad\ ac(j or n 
fiJ,a,ri,a,sis \,fi-la-'ri-a-s~s\ n, pl -a,ses \-,sez\ [NL] (1879) : infestation 
with or disease caused by filariae 
fi),a,ture \'fil-a-,chilr, -ch~r, •,t(y)ilr\ n [F, fr. LL filatus, pp. of fl/are] 
(1759) : a factory where silk is reeled 
fil,bert \'fil-bort\ n [ME, fr. AF phi/ber, fr. St. Philibert t684 Frankish 
abbot whose feast day falls in the nutting season] (14c) 1 : either of 
two Eurasian hazels (Cory/us avel/ana and C. maxima) 2 : the sweet 
thick-shelled nut of the filbert; broadly : HAZELNUT 
filch \'filch\ vt [ME] (1561) : to appropriate furtively or casually <~ a 
cookie) syn see STEAL 

1file \'fi(-~)l\ 11 [ME, fr. OEfeol; akin to OHO fl/a file] (bef. 12c) 1 : a 
tool usu. of hardened steel with cutting ridges for forming or smooth­ 
ing surfaces esp. of metal 2 : a shrewd or crafty person 

2file vt filed; fll,ing (13c) : to rub, smooth, or cut away with or as if with 
a file 3file vt filed; fll,ing [ME, fr. OEfj)/an, fr.Jul foul] (bef. 12c) chiefly dial 
: DEFILE, CORRUPT 

4file vb filed; fll,lng [ME, fr. ML.Ii/are to string documents on a string or 
wire, fr. fl/um file of documents, lit., thread, fr. L; akin to Arm Ji/ sin• 
ew] vt (15c) 1 : to arrange in order for preservation and reference <~ 
letters) 2 a : to place among official records as prescribed by law <~ 
a mortgage) b : to send (copy) to a newspaper <filed a story) C : to 
return to the office of the clerk of a court without action on the merits 
3 : to initiate (as a legal action) through proper formal procedure 
(threatened to ~ charges) ~ vi 1 : to register as a candidate esp. in a 
primary election 2 : to place items in a file 3 : to submit documents 
necessary to initiate a legal proceeding <~ for bankruptcy) - fll,er 
\'fi-lor\ n 5file n (1525) 1 : a device (as a folder, case, or cabinet) by means of 
which papers are kept in order 2 a archaic : ROLL, LIST b : a collec­ 
tion of papers or publications usu. arranged or classified c (1) : a col• 
lection of related data records (as for a computer) (2) ; a complete 
collection of data (as text or a program) treated by a computer as a unit 
esp. for purposes of input and output - on file : in or as if in a file for 
ready reference 

6file n [MF, fr. filer to spin, draw out, fr. LL.filare, fr. Lfi/um] (1598) 1 
: SINGLE FILE 2 : any of the rows of squares that extend across a 
chessboard from one player's side to the other player's side 

7file vi filed; filing (1614) : to march or proceed in single file . 
fi,le also fi,le \fa-'la, (,)fe-'la, 'fe-(,)la\ n [LaF, fr. F, pp. of filer to twist, 
spin] (1806) : powdered young leaves of sassafras used to thicken soups 
or stews 
file clerk n (1919) : a clerk who works on files 
file,fish \'fi(-o)l-,fish\ n (1681) : any of various small-mouthed bony 
fishes (family Monacantidae, esp. genera A/uterus, Cantherhines, and 
Monacanthus) with rough granular leathery skin 
fi,let \fi-'la\ n [F, lit., net] (1838) : a lace with a square mesh and geo­ 
metric designs 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\ail\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \i\ job 
\o\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \il\ loot \il\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re, ue, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



516 gargle • gas-liquid chromatography 
and agitate with air from the lungs b : to cleanse or disinfect (the oral 
cavity) in this manner 2 : to utter with a gargling sound ,,_ vi 1 : to 
use a gargle 2 : to speak or sing as if gargling 

2gargle n (1629) 1 : a liquid used in gargling 2 : a sound of or like that 
of gargling 
gar-goyle \'giir-,gi>i(-a)I\ 11 [ME gargule, gargoyl, fr. OF gargoule] (13c) 
1 a : a spout in the form of a grotesque human or animal figure pro­ 
jecting from a roof gutter to throw rainwater clear of a building b : a 
grotesquely carved figure 2 : a person with an ugly face - gar­ 
goyled \-,gi>i(-a)ld\ adi 

gar0i0bal0di \,gar-a-'bi>l-de\ n (1862) : a woman's blouse copied from 
the red shirt worn by the Italian patriot Garibaldi 
Ga0ri0fu0na \,gii-re-'fii-na\ n, pl Garifuna or Ga-rl-tu-nas [Garifuna 
garlfuna, a self-designation; akin to Taino caribe, caribi Carib, Island 
Carib (Arawakan language of the Lesser Antilles) Callipona, a selfe 
designation, Guianan Carib karirna Carib, person] (1977) : a member 
of a people of African and American Indian descent that live mainly 
along the Caribbean coast of northern Central America - called also 
Black Carib; also : the Arawakan language containing many Cariban 
elements spoken by the Garifunas 
ga-rigue \ga-'reg\ n [Fl (1896) : a low open scrubland with many ever­ 
green shrubs, low trees, aromatic herbs, and bunchgrasses found in 
poor or dry soil in the Mediterranean region 

gar-ish \'ger-ish\ adj [origin unknown) (1545) 1 : clothed in vivid col­ 
ors 2 a : excessively or disturbingly vivid <~ colors) <~ imagery) 
b : offensively or distressingly bright : GLARING 3 : tastelessly showy 
: FLASHY syn see GAUDY - gar-ish•IY adv - gar0ish0ness n 

1gar•land \'gar-land\ 11 [ME, fr. AF garlande] (14c) 1 : a circular or spi­ 
ral arrangement of intertwined material (as flowers or leaves) 2 : AN· 
THOLOGY, COLLECTION 2garland vt (!Sc) 1 : to form into a garland 2 : to adorn with or as if 
with a garland 
gar-lie \'giir-lik\ n [MEgarlek, fr. OEgarleac; fr. gar spear+ leac leek - 
more at GORE] (bef. 12c) 1 : a European allium (Allium sativum) 
widely cultivated for its pungent compound bulbs much used in cook­ 
ery; broadly : ALLIUM 2 : a bulb of.garlic - gar01icky \-li-ke\ adj 
garlic chive 11 (1969) : a perennial allium,(A/lium tuberosum) native to 
southeastern Asia but widely cultivated for its garlic-flavored stems, 
leaves, buds, and flower heads - usu. used in pl.; called also Chinese 
chive 
gar•licked \'giir-likt\ adj (1950): containing or prepared with garlic 
garlic salt 11 (1927) : a seasoning of ground dried garlic and salt 

1gar0ment Vgar-mantv 11 [ME, fr. AF garnement, fr. garnir to equip - 
more at GARNISH] (14c) : an article of clothing 

2garment vt (ca. 1547) : to clothe with or as if with a garment 
garment bag 11 (1927) : a bag used by travelers that folds in half and 
has a center handle for easy carrying 

gar0ner \'giir-nar\ vt gar0nered; gar-ner-ing \'giirn-rilJ, 'giir-na-\ [ME 
(Sc), fr. ME gerner, garner granary, fr. AF gerner, grenier, fr. L grana­ 
rium, fr. granum grain - more at CORN] (14c) 1 a : to gather into 
storage b : to deposit as if in a granary (volumes in which he has »-ed 
the fruits of his lifetime labors -Reinhold Niebuhr) 2 a : to acquire 
by effort : EARN b : ACCUMULATE, COLLECT 
gar-net \'giir-nat\ n [ME gernet, fr. AF gernete, fr. gernet dark red, fr. 
pume gernete pomegranate] (14c) 1 : a brittle and more or less trans­ 
parent usu. red silicate mineral that hasa vitreous luster, occurs mainly 
in crystals but also in massive form and in grains, is found commonly 
in gneiss and mica schist, and is used as a semiprecious stone and as an 
abrasive 2 : a variable color averaging a dark red - gar0net0if0er­ 
ous \,giir-na-'ti-f(a-)ras\ adj 
garnet paper 11 (ca. 1902) : an abrasive paper with crushed garnet as 
the abrasive 
gar-ni-er•ite \'giir-ne-a-,rlt\ n [Jules Gamier tl904 Fr. geologist) (1875) 

: a soft mineral consisting of hydrous nickel magnesium silicate and 
constituting an important ore of nickel 

1gar•nish \'giir-nish\ vt [ME, fr. AF garniss-, stem of garnir to warn, 
equip, garnish, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG warn611 to take heed - 
more at WARN) (14c) 1 a : DECORATE, EMBELLISH b : to add deco­ 
rative or savory touches to (food or drink) 2 : to equip with accesso­ 
ries : FURNISH 3 : GARNISHEE syn see ADORN 2garnish II (1596) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, ORNAMENT 2 : something (as 
lemon wedges or parsley) used to garnish food or drink 3 a : an unau­ 
thorized fee formerly extorted from a new inmate of an English jail b 
: a similar payment required of a new worker 

1gar-nish0ee \,giir-na-'she\ n (1627): a person who is served with a legal 
process of garnishment · 2garnishee vt -eed; -ee-Inq (1846) 1 : to serve with a garnishment 2 
: to take (as a debtor's wages) by legal authority 

gar-nish-ment \'giir-nish-mant\ 11 (1550) 1 : ORNAMENT, GARNISH 2 
: a legal summons or warning concerning the attachment of property 
to satisfy a debt 3 : a stoppage of a specified sum from wages to satis­ 
fy a creditor or a legal obligation (as child support) 
gar0ni0ture \'gar-ni-char, -no-jchurv n [MF, equipment, alter. of OF gar­ 
nesture, fr. ga/'llir) (1558) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, TRIMMING 2 : a set 
of decorative objects (as vases, urns, or clocks) 

gar-pike \'giir-,pik\ n (1776): GAR b 
gar0ret \'ger-at, 'ga-ratv 11 [ME garite watchtower, turret, fr. AF, fr. 
garir) (14c) : a room or unfinished part of a house just under the roof 

1gar•ri•son \'ger-a-san, 'ga-ro-v n [ME garisoun protection, fr. AF 
garisun healing, protection, fr. garir to heal, protect, of Orne origin; 
akin to OHG werie11 to defend - mbre at WEIR] (!Sc) 1 : a military 
post; esp : a permanent military installation 2 : the troops stationed at 
a garrison 2garrison w i;1ar0ri0soned; 11ar0ri0son-ing \-s(a-)niij\ (1569) 1 : to sta­ 
tion troops m 2 a : to assign as a garrison b : to occupy with troops 
garrison cap n (1944) : a visorless folding cap worn as part of a mili- 
tary uniform - compare SERVICE, cAP · 
Gar0ri0son finish \'ga-ra-san-\ n [Edward H. "Snapper" Garrison, tl930 
Am. jockey] (1890): a finish in which the winner comes from behind at 
the end 

garrison house n (1676) 1 : a house fortified against attack 2 
: BLOCKHOUSE 3 : a house having the second story overhanging the 
first in the front 

garrison state n (1937) : a state organized to serve primarily i 
need for military security; also : a state maintained by military ~s owri 
gar0ron \'ga-ran, ga-'ri>n\ n [Ir gearran & ScGael gearran gefJ"•r 
(1540) Scot & Irish : a small sturdy workhorse ' ing) 

1gar-rote or ga0rotte \ga-'riit, -'rot; 'ger-at, 'ga-rat\ n [Sp garrote] (I 
1 a : a method of execution by strangulation b : the apparatu 622) 
2 : an implement (as a wire with a handle at each end) for strangu~ U)ed 2garrote or garotte vt gar-rot-ed or i;1a-rott-ed; gar0rot-ing at1011 
rott0in9 (1851) : to strangle with or as 1f with a garrote - gar-rg' 9a. 

gar•ru•lt•IY \ga-'rii-la-te, ga-\ 11 (1581) : the quality or state of bein 1•er n 
rulous g Rar. 
gar•ru•lous \'ger-a-las, 'ga-ra- also 'ger-ya-\ acti IL garrulus, fr. g . 
to chatter - more at CARE] (ca. 1611) 1 : given to prosy, rambJi arr,,, 
tedious loquacity : pointlessly or annoyingly talkative 2 : Wo~• Or 
<~ speeches) syn see TALKATIVE - gar-ru-lous•IY adv - Sar Y l 
lous0ness 11 •r~. 

1 gar•ler \'giir-tar\ 11 [ME, fr. AF gareter, fr. garet thigh, shank, of Celt 
igin; akin to W gar shank] (14c) 1 a : a band worn to hold up a st or. 
ing or sock b : a band worn to hold up a shirt sleeve c : a strap h 0ck. 
ing from a girdle or corset to support a stocking 2 cap a : the Br~~&­ 
Order of the Garter; also : the blue velvet garter that is its badg: ISh 
: membership in the order b 2garter vt (!Sc) : to support with or as if with a garter 

garter snake n (1743) : any of a genus 
(Thamnophis) of harmless viviparous 
American snakes with longitudinal 
stripes on the back 
garth \'giirth\ n [ME, fr. ON garthr yard; 
akin to OHG gart enclosure - more at 
YARD] (14c) : a small yard or enclosure 
: CLOSE 

gar-vey \'giir-ve\ n, pl garveys [prob. fr. 
the name Garvey] (ca. 1896) : a small 
scow esp. of the New Jersey coast 

1 gas \'gas\ n, pl gas-es also gas-ses 
[NL, alter. of L chaos space, chaos] garter snake 
(1779) 1 : a fiuid (as air) that has nei- . ; 
ther independent shape nor volume but tends to expand indefinitely 2 a : a combustible gas or gaseous mixture for fuel or lighting; esp : NA'f 
URAL GAS b : a gaseous product of digestion; also : discomfort fro.; 
this c : a gas or gaseous mixture used to produce anesthesia d . a 
substance that can be used to produce a poisonous, asphyxiating, or 'ir­ 
ritant atmosphere 3 : empty talk : BOMBAST 4 : GASOLINE; also : the 
accelerator pedal of an automotive vehicle 5 : driving force : ENERGY 
(I was young, and full of~ -H. L. Mencken) (ran out of~ in the 
seventh inning) 6 slang : something that gives pleasure : DELIGHT 
(the party was a~> 2gas vb gassed; gas-sing vi (1852) 1 : to talk idly or garrulously 2 
: to give off gas 3 : to fill the tank (as of an automobile) with gasoline 
- usu. used with up ~ vt 1 : to supply with gas or esp. gasoline<~ 
up the car) 2 a : to treat chemically with gas b : to poison or other­ 
wise affect adversely with gas 3 slang : to please greatly 
gas-bag \'gas-,bag\ 11 (1827) 1 ,: a bag for holding gas 2 : an idle or 
garrulous talker 1 

gas chamber n (1933) : a chamber in which prisoners are executed by 
poison gas 
gas chromatograph n (1958) : an instrument used to separate a sam­ 
ple into components in gas chromatography 
gas chromatography 11 (I 952) : chromatography in which the sample 
mixture is vaporized and injected into a stream of carrier gas (as nitro­ 
gen or helium) moving through a column containing a stationary phase 
composed of a liquid or particulate solid and is separated into its com­ 
ponent compounds according to their affinity for the stationary phase 
- gas chromatographic acti 
gas-con \'gas-kan\ n (14c) 1 cap a : a native of Gascony b : the Ro­ 
mance speech of Gascony 2 : a boastful swaggering person - Gas• 
con acti 

gas0co0nade \,gas-ka-'nad\ 11 [F gasconnade, fr. gascon11er to boast, fr. 
gascon Gascon, boaster) (1709) : BRAVADO, BOASTING - gasconade 
vi - gas0con°ad0er 11 
gas-eous \'ga-se-as, 'ga-shas\ acti (1799) 1 : having the form of or be­ 
ing gas; also : of or relating to gases 2 a : lacking substance or solidity 
b : GASSY 3 (trick phrases and~ circumlocutions -Edwin Newman) 
- gas-eous-ness n · . 
gas litter n (1849) : a worker who installs or repairs gas pipes and appli· 
ances 
gas gangrene n (1914) : progressive gangrene marked by impregna· 
tion of tfie dead and dying tissue with gas and caused by one or more 
toxin-producing c1ostridia , 
gas-guz.zler \'gas-'gaz-lar, -'ga-za-\ n (i973) : a usu. large automobile 
that gets relatively poor mileage - gas-guz-zling \-liq\ acti 

1 gash \'gash\ n (1548) 1 : a deep long cut in fiesh 2 : a deep narrow 
depression or cut (cut a~ through the forest) (a~ in the hull) VL 

2gash vb [alter. of ME garsen, fr. AF garser to nip, scratch, fr, 
*charissare, fr. Gk charassein to scratch, engrave] vt (1566) : to make a 
gash in ,,.._ vi : to make a gash : CUT 

3gash acti [origin unknown] (1706) 1 chiefly Scot: KNOWING, WITTY 2 
chiefly Scot : well-dressed : TRIM 
gas-hold-er \'gas-,h61-dar\ 11 (1802) : a container for gas; esp : a huge 
cylindrical tank for storing fuel gas under pressure 
gas-house \-,haus\ n (1840) : GASWORKS 
gas0i0fi0ca-tion \,ga-sa-fo-'ka-shan\ 11 (1812) : conversion into gas; esp 

: conversion of coal into natural gas 1 

gas•i•fY \'ga-sa-,fi\ vb -i•fied; -i•fY•ing vt (ca. 1828): to convert into gas 
<~coal)~ vi: to become gaseous - gas-ifi•er \'ga-sa-,fi(-a)r\ 11 •• 
gas•ket \'gas-kat\ 11 [perh. modif. of F garcette] (ca. 1889) : a matenal 
(as rubber) or a part (as an O-ring) used to make a joint fiuid-tight b 
gas-kin \'gas-kan\ n [prob. short for gal/igaskins] (1573) 1 pl, o s 

: HOSE, BREECHES 2 : a part of the hind leg of a quadruped between 
the stifie and the hock - see HORSE illustration 
gas-light \'gas-,lit, -'lit\ 11 (1808) 1 : light made by burning illuminat· 
ing gas 2 a : a gas name b : a gas lighting fixture . 
gas-liquid chromatography 11 (1952) : gas chromatography in _wh1d}ch 
the stationary phase is a liquid - gas-liquid chromatographtC a 
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