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olicy ~> — for a loop : into a state of amazement, confusion, or
the P ss (the news threw us for a loop)
djstfei (1832) 1 : to make or form a loop 2 : to execute a loop in an
slooP Vne 3 : to move in loops or in an arc ~ v¢ 1 a : to make a loop
l aiﬂ’]a or about b : to fasten with a loop 2 : to join (two courses of
in, ©!  in knitting 3 : to connect (electric conductors) so as to com-
100P%) Joop 4 : to cause to move in an arc
plete d \'liipt\ adj (1513) 1 : having, formed in, or characterized by
100P€% _ fabricsy 2 : DRUNK la
ID‘“’S‘;r \Hii-por\ 7 (1731) 1 : any of the usu. rather small hairless cat-
100! 'l.lafS that are mostly larvae of moths (families Geometridae and
erp! tuidae) and move with a looping motion in which the hind prolegs
No¢'hi e posterior body toward the front followed by forward exten-
I the anterior legs — called also inchworm 2 : one that loops
5‘0“.hole \!liip~hol\ n [Yoop] (1591) 1 a : a small opening through
1|00P h small arms may be fired b : a similar opening to admit light
W) écair or to permit observation 2 : a means of escape; esp : an ambi-
ity OF omission in the text through which the intent of a statute, con-
gul ¥ or obligation may be evaded
tr3°ﬁ°|e vt (1664) : to make loopholes in
#ooP! of Henele \-'hen-1&\ [F. G. J. Henle 11885 Ger. pathologist] (1890)
008 j-shaped part of the nephron of birds and mammals that lies be-
B en and is continuous with the proximal and distal convoluted tu-
“vfes and that functions in water resorption
by -pé\ adj loop-i-er; -est (1856) 1 : having or characterized

glit
|°°p|zo\ps 2 : CRAZY, BIZARRE — loopeisly \-po-I&\ adv — loop:i-

n}éss \-pé-nas\ n :
11005€ \'liis\ adj loos-er; loos-est [ME lous, fr. ON lauss; akin to OHG

[os loose — more at -LEss] (13c) 1 a: not rigidly fastened or securely
”“ached b (1) : having worked partly free from attachments <{a ~
4 othy (@: having relative freedom of movement ¢ : produced free-
;o and accompanied by raising of mucus <a ~ cough) d : not tight=
f?ttins 2 a : free from a state of confinement, restraint, or obligation
a lion ~ in the streets) {spend ~ funds wisely> bz not brought to-
ether in 2 bundle, container, or binding ¢ archaic : DISCONNECTED,
DETACHED 3 a: not dense, close, or compact in structure or arrange-
ment b :not solid : WATERY {~~ stools) 4 a : lacking in restraint or
power of restraint <a ~ tongue) b : lacking moral restraint : UN-
CHASTE C : OVERACTIVE; specif : marked by frequent voiding esp. of
watery stools <~ bowels) 5 a : not tightly drawn or stretched
.sLACK b : being flexible or relaxed <stay ~) 6 a : lacking in preci-
;ion. exactness, or care {~ btusthork) {~ usage) b : permitting
freedom of interpretation 7 : not in the possession of either of two
competing teams <a ~ ball) {a ~ puck) — loose:ly adv — loose-

ss 1
z.Sﬁse vb loosed; loos-ing vz (13c) 1a:toletloose : RELEASE b:to
free from restraint 2 : to make loose : UNTIE {~ a knot) 3 : to cast
loose : DETACH 4 : to let fly : DISCHARGE 5 : to make less rigid,
tight, or strict : RELAX ~ vi : to let fly a missile (as an arrow) : FIRE
3jpose adv (15¢) : in a loose manner : LOOSELY
loose box n (1849) Brit : BOX STALL
loose cannon n (1973) : a dangerously uncontrollable person or thing
loose end n (1546) 1 : something left hanging loose 2 : a fragment
of unfinished business — usu. used in pl. {tying up loose ends)
loose—joint-ed \'liis-'join-tad\ adj (1859) 1 : having joints apparently
not closely articulated 2 : characterized by unusually free movements
— loose—joint-ed:ness n
loose-leaf \'lis-'léf\ adj (1902) 1 : having leaves secured in book
form in a cover whose spine may be opened for adding, arranging, or
removing leaves {~ notebook) 2 : of, relating to, or used with a
loose-leaf binding {~ paper)
loos+en \'lii-s°n\ vb loos-ened; loos-en-ing \'liis-nin, 'li-s’n-in\ vz
(14c) 1 : to release from restraint 2 : to make looser (~ed his tie)
{~ascrew) 3: to relieve (the bowels) of constipation 4 : to cause
or permit to become less strict — often used with up {~ed the rules)
~~vi : to become loose or looser
loosen up vi (1922) : to become less tense : RELAX
loose sentence » (ca. 1890) : a sentence in which the principal clause
comes first and subordinate modifiers or trailing elements follow
loose smut 7 (1890) : a smut disease of grains in which the entire head
is transformed into a dusty mass of spores
loose-strife \'lii(s)-,strif\ »n [intended as trans. of Gk lysimacheios
loosestrife (as if fr. /ysis act of loosing + machesthai to fight) — more at
Lysis] (1548) 1 : any of a genus (Lysimachia) of plants of the primrose
family with leafy stems and usu. yellow or white flowers 2 : any of a
genus (Lythrum, family Lythraceae, the loosestrife family) of herbs
having entire leaves and including some with showy spikes of purple
flowers; esp : PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE
|9°S-ey-goos-ey \,lii-sé-'gii-sé\ adj (1964) : notably loose or relaxed
1,- Mot tense <a ~ attitude)
loot \"iit\ 7 [Hindi & Urdu lizf; akin to Skt Junfati he plunders] (ca.
1788) 1 : goods usu. of considerable value taken in war : SPOILS 2
: something held to resemble goods of value seized in war: as a
+something appropriated illegally often by force or violence - b : illicit
g:énsspgy public officials ¢ : MONEY -~ 3 : the action of looting syn
2 1L
loot v (1845) 1 a: to plunder or sack in war b : to rob esp. on a large
ECale and usu. by violence or corruption 2 : to seize and carry away
Y force esp. in war ~ vi : to engage in robbing or plundering esp. in
fjoar — loot-er n
dF \'ldp\ n [ME loppe] (14c) : material cut away from a tree; esp : parts
2 O‘SCarded in lumbering
ﬁP vt lopped; lop+ping (1519) 1 a (1) : to cut off branches or twigs
hgm (2) : to sever from a woody plant b (1) archaic : to cut off the
5 ad or limbs of (2) : to cut from a person - 2 a : to remove superflu-
US parts from b : to eliminate as unnecessary or undesirable — usu.
ah‘)lSed with off
/ :%R"&)'gpped; lop-ping [perh. imit.] (1578) : to hang downward
l?‘pe.e \'"!0p\ »n [ME loup, lope leap, prob. fr. ON hlaup; akin to OE
olf‘lian to leap — more at LEAP] (1809) 1 : an easy natural gait of a
be'se resembling a canter 2 : an easy usu. bounding gait capable of
2|°p‘"8.sustained for a long time
©vi loped; lop-ing (ca. 1825) : to move or ride at a lope — lop-er n

loop e lorgnon 735

lop—eared \'ldp-,ird\ adj (1687) : having ears that droop.
loph-o-phore \'li-fo-,for\ n [Gk lophos crest + E -phore] (1850) : a cir-
cular or horseshoe-shaped organ about the mouth esp. of a brachiopod
or bryozoan that bears tentacles and functions esp. in food-getting
lop-per \'li-par\ n (1953) : pruning shears with long handles — usu.
used in pl.
lop-sid-ed \'lip-,si-dod\ adj (1711) 1 : leaning to one side 2 : lacking
in balance, symmetry, or proportion : disproportionately heavy on one
side ¢a ~ vote of 99-1) — lop-sid-ed:ly adv — lop-sid-ed-ness n
loq abbr [L loguitur] he speaks; she speaks
lo.qua-cious \16-'kwa-shas\ adj [L loquac-, loquax, fr. loqui to speak]
(1663) 1 : full of excessive talk : WORDY 2 : given to fluent or exces-
sive talk : GARRULOUS Syn see TALKATIVE — lo-qua-cious-ly adv
— lo-qua-cious-ness n
lo.quacsi-ty \-'kwa-so-té\ n (13c) : the quality or state of being very
talkative
lo.quat \'16-,kwit\ n [Chin (Guangdong) lauh-
gwat] (1820) : an Asian evergreen tree (Eriobotrya
Japonica) of the rose family often cultivated for
its fruit; also : its small yellow edible fruit used
esp. for preserves
lo-ran \'lor-,an\ n [long-range navigation] (1932)
: a system of long-range navigation in which
pulsed signals sent out by two pairs of radio sta-
tions are used to determine the location of a ship
or airplane
lor-az-e-pam \lor-'a-zo-,pam\ # [prob. fr. chlor- +
D (as in diazepam)] (1969) : benzodiaz-
q epine C15H10Cl2N203 used esp. to relieve anxiety
lord \'lord\ n [ME loverd, lord, fr. OE hldford, fr.
hlaf loaf + weard keeper — more at LOAF, WARD]
(bef. 12¢) 1 : one having power and authority
over others: a : a ruler by hereditary right or loquat
preeminence to whom service and obedience are
due b : one of whom a fee or estate is held in feudal tenure € : an
owner of land or other real property d obs : the male head of a house-
hold e :HUSBAND f: one that has achieved mastery or that exercises
leadership or great power in some area {a drug ~) 2cap a:GobD 1
b : yEsus 3 : a man of rank or high position: as a : a feudal tenant
whose right or title comes directly from the king b : a British noble-
man: as (1) : BARON 2a (2) : a hereditary peer of the rank of mar-
quess, earl, or viscount (3) : the son of a duke or a marquess or the el-
dest son of an earl (4) : a bishop of the Church of England ¢ pl, cap
: HOUSE OF LORDS 4 — used as a British title: as a — used as part of
an official title {Lord Advocate) {(Lord Mayor) b — used informally
in place of the full title for a marquess, earl, or viscount ¢ — used for
a baron d — used by courtesy before the name and surname of a
younger son of a duke or a marquess 5 : a person chosen to preside
over a festival
2lord vi (14c) : to act like a lord; esp : to put on airs — usu. used with i
{~>s it over his friends)
lord chancellor n, pl lords chancellor (15¢) : a British officer of state
who presides over the House of Lords in both its legislative and judicial
capacities, serves as the head of the British judiciary, and is usu. a lead-
ing member of the cabinet
lord-ing \'lor-dip\ n (13c) 1 archaic : LORD 2 obs : LORDLING
lord:ling \'lord-lip\ » (13c) : a little or insignificant lord
lord:ly \-I¢\ adj lord-li-er; -est (bef. 12c) 1 a : of, relating to, or hav-
ing the characteristics of a lord : DIGNIFIED b : GRAND, NOBLE 2
: exhibiting the pride and assurance associated with one of the highest
birth or rank syn see PROUD — lord-li-ness n — lordly ady
lord of misrule (15¢) : a master of Christmas revels in England esp. in
the 15th and 16th centuries
lor-do-sis \lor-'do-sos\ n, pl ~do-ses \-'d6-,séz\ [NL, fr. Gk lordosis, fr.
lordos curving forward; akin to OE belyrtan to deceive] (1704) 1 : ab-
normally increased inward curvature of the lower region of the spine
resulting in a concave back as viewed from the side — compare Ky-
PHOSIS 2 : a mating posture of some sexually receptive female mam-
mals (as rats) in which the head and rump are raised and the back is
arched downward — lor.dot-ic \-'dé-tik\ adj
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth (ca. 1653) : PROTECTOR 2b
Lord’s day n, often cap D (12¢) : SUNDAY
lord-ship \'lord-,ship\ # (bef. 12c) 1 a : the rank or dignity of a lord
— used as a title b : the authority or power of a lord : DOMINION ' 2
: the territory under the jurisdiction of a lord : SEIGNIORY
Lord’s Prayer n (ca. 1549) : the prayer with variant versions in Mat-
thew and Luke that according to the Lucan account Christ taught his
disciples
Lord’s Supper n (14c) : COMMUNION 2a
Lord’s table n, often cap T (1526) : ALTAR 2
Lordy \'lor-dé\ interj [Ylord (God) + 4-y] (1853) — used to express sur-
prise or strength of feeling
lore \'lor\ # [ME, fr. OE lar; akin to OHG léra doctrine, OE leornian to
learn] (bef. 12¢) 1 archaic : something that is taught : LESSON 2
: something that is learned: a : knowledge gained through study or
experience b : traditional knowledge or belief 3 : a particular body
of knowledge or tradition
2lore n [NL lorum, fr. L, thong, rein; akin to Gk euléra reins] (1828) : the
space between the eye and bill in a bird or the corresponding region in
a reptile or fish — lo.re-al \'lor-é-al\ adj
Lo-re-lei \'lor-a-,11\ n [G] (1865) : a siren of Germanic legend whose
singing lures Rhine River boatmen to destruction on a reef
Ior-?neﬂe \lorn-'yet\ » [F, fr. lorgner to take a sidelong look at, fr. MF,
]f]r. zg]‘gne squinting] (1803) : a pair of eyeglasses or opera glasses with a
andle
lor-gnon \lorn-'yd"\ # [F, fr. lorgner] (1846) : LORGNETTE

\o\ abut \°\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \d\ mop, mar
\au\ out \ch\chin \e\bet \é\easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \j\job
\p\ sing \d\ go \O\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\loot \u\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", ce, we, ¥\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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%tenor adj (1522) : relating to or having the range or part of a tenor.
ten-or-ist \'te-na-rist\ z (1865) : a person who sings tenor or plays a ten-
or instrument

te-no-syn-o-vi-tis \'te-no-,si-na-'vi-tos, (té-\ # [NL, fr. Gk tenon tendon
(akin to Gk teinein to stretch) + NL synovitis — more at THIN] (ca.
1860) : inflammation of a tendon sheath

ten-our \'te-nor\ chiefly Brit var of TENOR

ten-pen-ny \'ten-'pe-né, Brit -pa-né\ adj (1592) : amounting to, worth,
or costing 10 pennies

tenpenny nail » [fr. its original price per hundred] (15¢) : a nail three
inches (7.6 centimeters) long

ten-pin \'ten-,pin\ » (1807) 1 : a bottle-shaped bowling pin 15 inches
high 2 pl but sing in constr : a bowling game using 10 tenpins and a
large ball 27 inches in circumference and allowing each player to bowl
2 balls in each of 10 frames

ten-pound-er \'ten-'paun-dor\ 7 (1699) : LADYFISH 2

ten-rec \'ten-;rek\ n?F, fr. Malagasy tandraka] (ca. 1785) : any of nu-
merous small often spiny mammalian insectivores (family Tenrecidae)
chiefly of Madagascar :

TENS \'tenz\ n (1980) 1 [franscutaneous electrical nerve stimulation]
: electrical stimulation of the skin to relieve pain by interfering with
the neural transmission of signals from underlying pain receptors 2
[transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulator] : a device used for TENS

tense \'ten(t)s\ n [ME fens time, tense, fr. AF, fr, L fempus] (14c) 1:a
distinction of form in a verb to express distinctions of time or duration
of the action or state it denotes 2 a : a set of inflectional forms of a
verb that express distinctions of time 'b : an inflectional form of a
verb expressing a specific time distinction

%tense adj tens-er; tens-est [L tensus, fr, pp. of tendere to stretch —
more at THIN] (1668) 1 : stretched tight : made taut : RIGID {~ mus-
cles) 2 a : feeling or showing nervous tension {a ~ smiled b
: marked by strain or suspense {a ~ thriller) 3 : produced with, the
muscles involved in a relatively tense state {the vowels \é\ and \ii\ in
contrast with the vowels \i\ and \u\ are ~)> — tense:ly adv — tense-
nessn

tense vb tensed; tens-ing vz (1676) : to make tense ~ vi : to become
tense {fensed up and missed the putt)

tene.sile \'ten(t)-sal also 'ten-,si(-0)I\ adj [NL tensilis, fr. L tensus, pp.]
(1626) 1 : capable of tension : DUCTILE 2 : of, relating to, or involv-
ing tension {~ stress) — ten.sil-i-ty \ten-'si-lo-té\ »

tensile strength » (1862) : the greatest longitudinal stress a substance
can bear without tearing apart

ten.si-om.e-ter \,ten(t)-sé-'4-mo-tor\ n [tension] (1912) 1 : a device
for measuring tension (as of structural material) 2 : an instrument for
determining the moisture content of soil -~ 3 : an instrument for mea-
suring the surface tension of liquids — tenesio-met.ric \-sé-0-'me-

4, tok\ adj — ten.si-com-e-try \-sé-'d-mo-tré\ n
ten-sion \'ten(t)-shon\ n [MF or. L; MF, fr, L tension-, tensio, fr. tendere]
(1533) 1 a: the act or action of stretching or the condition or degree
of being stretched to stiffness : TAUTNESS b : STRESS 1b 2 a : either
of two balancing forces causing or tending to cause extension b : the
stress resulting from the elongation of an elastic body 3 a : inner
striving, unrest, or imbalance often with physiological indication of
emotion b : a state of latent hostility or opposition between individu-
als or groups ¢ : a balance maintained in an artistic work between op-
posing forces or elements 4 : a device to produce a desiréd tension (as
in a loom) — ten.sion-al \'ten(t)-sh(s-)nal\ adi — ten-sion-less
\'ten(t)-shan-los\ adj

%tension v ten.sioned; ten.sion-ing \'ten(t)-sh(o-)nip\ (1891) : to
subject to tension; esp : to tighten to a desired or appropriate degree —
ten.sion-er \-sh(s-)nar\ n
tension headache n (1953) : bilateral headache marked by mild to
moderate pain of variable duration that typically is accompanied by
contraction of the neck and scalp muscles
ten.sisty \'ten(t)-so-té\ n, pl -ties (ca. 1658) : the quality or state of be-
ing tense : TENSENESS
ten.sive \'ten(t)-siv\ adj (1702) : of, relating to, or causing tension
ten-sor \'ten(t)-sor, 'ten-,;sor\ n [NL, fr. L tendere] (ca. 1704) 1 :a mus-
cle that stretches a part 2 : a generalized vector with more than three
components each of which is a function of the coordinates of an arbi-
trary point in space of an appropriate number of dimensions
ten—-speed \'ten-,spéd\ n (1971) : a bicycle with' 10 gear combinations
tens place \'tenz-\ n (1937) : the place two to the left of the decimal

point in a number expressed in the Arabic system of writing numbers
ten-strike \'ten-,strik\ » (1840) 1 : a strike in tenpins : a highly

1 successful stroke or achievement
tent \'tent\ n [ME tente, fr. AF, fr. L tenta, fem. of tentus, pp. of tendere

to stretch — more at THIN] (14¢c) 1 : a collapsible shelter of fabric (as
nylon or canvas) stretched and sustained by poles and used for camp-
ing outdoors or as a temporary building 2 : DWELLING 3 a : some-
thing that resembles a tent or that serves as a shelter; esp : a canopy or
enclosure placed over the head and shoulders to retain vapors or oxy-
gen being medically administered b : the web of a tent caterpillar —
5 tent:less \'tent-los\ adj — tent:like \-lik\ adj
tent vi (ca. 1608) 1 : to reside for the time being : LODGE '2': to live in
3 tent ~ vt 1 :to cover with or as if with a tent 2 : to lodge in tents
tent v¢ [ME, fr. tent attention, short for attent, fr. AF atente, fr. atendre
to attend] (14c) chiefly Scot : to attend to

tensta.cle \'ten-ti-kal\ n [NL tentaculum, fr. L tentare to feel, touch —
more at TEMPT] (ca. 1762) 1 : any of various elongate flexible usu.
tactile or prehensile processes borne by animals and esp. invertebrates
chiefly on the head or about the mouth 2 a : something that resem-
bles a tentacle esp. in or as if in grasping or feeling out {corruption
spreading its ~«s> b : a sensitive hair or emergence on a plant (as the
sundew) — ten-ta-.cled \-kald\ adj

ten-tac-u-lar \ten-'ta-kyo-lor\ adj [NL tentaculum] (1828) 1 : of, relat-
ing to, or resembling tentacles 2 : equipped with tentacles

tent.age \'ten-tij\ n (1603) : a collection of tents : tent equipment

ten-ta-tive \'ten-to-tiv\ adj [IML tentativus, fr. L tentatus, pp. of tentare,
temptare to feel, try] (1626). 1 : not fully worked out or developed {~
plans) 2 : HESITANT, UNCERTAIN {a ~ smile) — tentative n — ten-
ta-tive:ly adv — ten-ta-tive-ness n

tent caterpillar n (1854) : any of several social caterpillars (genus Ma-

lacosoma and esp. M. americanum of the family Lasiocampidae) that

form large silken webs on trees and may cause serious defoljag:
tent-ed \'ten-tod\ adj (1598) 1 : covered with a tent 0rlanon
B camps) 2 : shaped like a tent tengg
ten-ter \'ten-tor\ n [ME feyntur; prob. fr. ML tenturg, g
frame, tent] (14c) 1 : a frame or endless track with hoo lentq te
along two sides that is used for drying and stretching clog}, S, or c"'"
: TENTERHOOK 2 archs
%tenter n (1846) : one who lives in or occupies a tent o
ten-ter-hook \'ten-tor-;huk\ 7 (15¢) : a sharp hooked naj| us.
fastening cloth on a tenter — on tenterhooks : in a state ed
ness, strain, or suspense {the waiting kept us on tenterhoolm> f “n°asi
tenth \'ten(t)th\ », p/ tenths \'ten(t)s, 'ten(t)ths\ (13c) 1 -~
BER table 2 a : a musical interval embracing an octave ang 5 1o, NUy
: the tone at this interval — tenth adj or ady A thirg b
tenth-rate \'tenth-'rat\ adj (1834) : of the lowest character or
tent-pole \'tent-,p6l\ n (1987) : a big-budget movie whose ea q.“ality
expected to compensate the studio for its less profitable moV{"‘“ arg
tent stitch n (1619) : a short stitch slant- €3,
ing to the right that is used in embroidery
to form even lines of solid background
tenty also tent-ie \'ten-té\ adj [*tent] (15¢)
Scot : ATTENTIVE, WATCHFUL
ten.usis \'ten-yo-wos\ n, pl -u.es \-yo-
Wéz, -,was\ [ML, fr. L, thin, slight] (1650)
: an unaspirated voiceless stop .
te-nueity \te-'nii-o-té, to-, ~'nyii-\.n [ME ze-
nuite, fr. L tenuitas, fr. tenuis thin, tenu- tent stitch
ous] (15c) 1 : lack of substance or
strength 2 : lack of thickness : SLENDERNESS, THINNESS (¢
poplars —Edith Wharton) 3 : lack of density : rarefied € ~of
state : Quality
ten-u-ous \'ten-yo-was, -yii-as\ adj [L fenuis thin, slight, tenug
more at THIN] (1597) 1 : not dense : RARE <a ~ fluid> 2 nm"s -
: SLENDER <a ~ rope)> 3 a : having little substance or S"_‘mc
: FLIMSY, WEAK {(~ influences) " b 1 SHAKY 2a {~ reasonsy g  8lh
THIN — ten-u-ous:ly adv — ten-u-ous-ness » N seq
ten-ure \'ten-yar also -,yur\ n [ME, fr. AF teneure, tenure, fr, ML
tura, fr. VL *tenitus, pp. of L tenére to hold — more at THIN] (150’)9"1'
: the act, right, manner, or term of holding something (as a [apg,
property, a position, or an office); esp : a status granted after a triar} i
riod to a teacher that: gives protection from summary dismissa]
: GRASP, HOLD — ten-ur-able \-o-bal\ adj — te-nur-ial \te-'nyy.;
adj — te-nursial-ly \-o-1\ adv eal\
ten-ured \'ten-yord\ adj (1965) : having tenure <~ faculty membergy
ten.ure-track \'ten-yar-jtrak also -yyur-\ adj (1976) : relating to or be.
ing a teaching position that may lead to a grant of tenure .
te-nu-to \ta-'nii-(,)td\ adj or adv [It, fr. pp. of tenere to hold, fr, L, tenére)
(1762) : held (as a tone or chord) to its full value — used as a direction
in music
te.o-cal:li \;té-o-'ka-l¢, jta-o-'ki-\ n [Nahuatl tedcalli, fr. testl god + calli
house] (ca. 1613) : an ancient temple of Mexico or Central America
usu. built upon the summit of a truncated pyramidal mound; also ; the
mound itself
te.o-sin-te \,ta-o-'sin-té\ n [MexSp, fr. Nahuatl tedcintli, fr. testl god +
cintli dried ears of maize] (ca. 1877) : any of several tall annual or pe-
rennial grasses (genus Zea) of Mexico and Central America that haye
small dark triangular seeds and include two species (Z. mays parvigly-
mis and Z. m. mexicana syn. Z. mexicana) which are closely related to
and often considered ancestral to corn
te-pa-ry bean \'te-po-ré-\ n:[MexSp tépari, fr. Opata or Eudeve (Uto:
Aztecan languages of Sonora, Mexico)] (1912) : an annual twining
bean (Ph lus acutifolius var. latifolius) that is native to the south-
western U.S. and Mexico and is cultivated for itsiroundish white, yel-
low, brown, or bluish-black edible seeds; also : the seed
te.-pee or tee:pee also ti-pi \'té-(,)pé\ n [Dakota t4ipi, fr. thi- to dwell]
(1743) : a conical tent usu. consisting of skins and used esp. by Ameri:
can Indians of the Great Plains
tephera \'te-fro\ n [NL, fr. Gk, ashes; akin to Skt dahati it burns —
more at FOMENT] (ca. 1944) : solid material ejected into the air during
a volcanic eruption; esp : ASH 2b
tep-id \'te-pad\ adj IME teped, fr. L tepidus, fr. tepére to be moderately
warm; akin to Skt fapati it heats, OIr fess heat] (14c) 1 : moderately
warm : LUKEWARM {a ~ bath) 2 a : lacking in passion, force, orzest
{~ poetry> b : marked by an absence of enthusiasm or conviction &
~ interest> ¢a ~ response) — te«pid-isty \to-'pi-do-té, te-\ n — tep*
idely \'te-pad-1é\ ady — tep-id-ness n
TEPP \,té-(,)é-(,)pé-'pé\ n [tetra- + ethyl + pyrophosphate] (1948) : ahy:
groscopic corrosive liquid organophosphate CgH2007P; that is a poW
erful anticholinesterase and is used esp. as an insecticide > d
tep-pan-ya-ki \,te-péin-'y4-ké\ n [Jp, fr. teppan griddle + yaki broilin
(ca. 1970) : a Japanese dish of meat, fish, or vegetables cooked Olil‘
large griddle usu. built into the diner's table; also : this style of cookl I
te-quisla \to-'ké-lo, ta-\ n [Sp, fr. Tequila, town in Jalisco state, Me’d‘:‘,e
(1849) : a Mexican liquor distilled from the fermented sap of an ag&
(4gave tequilana) uice
tequila sunrise n (1940) : a cocktail consisting of tequila, orange juic®
and grenadine
ter abbr 1 terrace 2 territory hree
ter- comb form [L, fr. ter; akin'to Gk & Skt #ris three times, L tres
— more at THREE] : three times : threefold : three (tercentens"yz(m,
tera- comb form [ISV, fr. Gk terat-, teras monster] : trillion (10'2)
wattg & 716
tera.byte \'ter-o-,bit\ n (1984) : 1024 gigabytes or 1,099,511,64

bytes; also : one trillion bytes £ ! 'mnﬁd
tesrai \to-'ri\ # [Tarai, lowland belt. of India] (1888) : a wide-brl
double felt sun hat worn esp. in subtropical regions (ol in

ter-aph \'ter-of\ n, pl ter«a:phim \'ter-o-fim\ [Heb teraphim T,
form but sing. in meaning)] (14c) : an image of a Semitic hout
20O on*

terat- or terato- comb form [GK, fr. terat-, teras marvel, portent: ™
ster] : developmental malformation {teratogenic) , o mall§*

te-rato.car-cisno-ma \ter-o-to-kir-so-'n6-mo\ n (ca, 1946) : 2
nant teratoma; esp : one involving germinal cells of the testis

te.-rato.gen \to-'ra-to-jon\ n (1959) : a teratogenic agent
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