
1111111111111111 IIIIII IIIII 11111 1111111111 lllll lllll lllll 111111111111111 1111111111 11111111 
US 20030174776Al 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication 

Shimizu et al. 
(10) Pub. No.: US 2003/0174776 Al 
( 43) Pub. Date: Sep. 18, 2003 

(54) 

(75) 

(73) 

(21) 

(22) 

(63) 

MOTION VECTOR PREDICTIVE ENCODING 
METHOD, MOTION VECTOR DECODING 
METHOD, PREDICTIVE ENCODING 
APPARATUS AND DECODING APPARATUS, 
AND STORAGE MEDIA STORING MOTION 
VECTOR PREDICTIVE ENCODING AND 
DECODING PROGRAMS 

Inventors: Atsushi Shimizu, Tokyo (JP); Hirohisa 
Jozawa, Tokyo (JP); Kazuto 
Kamikura, Tokyo (JP); Hiroshi 
Watanabe, Tokyo (JP); Atsushi 
Sagata, Tokyo (JP); Seishi Takamura, 
Tokyo (JP) 

Correspondence Address: 
PENNIE AND EDMONDS 
1155 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
NEW YORK, NY 100362711 

Assignee: Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Cor­
poration, Tokyo (JP) 

Appl. No.: 

Filed: 

10/354,663 

Jan.30,2003 

Related U.S. Application Data 

Continuation of application No. 09/254,116, filed on 
Feb. 25, 1999, filed as 371 of international application 
No. PCT/JP98/02839, filed on Jun. 25, 1998. 

GMC 

INTRAFRAME 
CODING 

vp=(O, 0) 

LMC 

(30) Foreign Application Priority Data 

Jun. 25, 1997 
Jul. 15, 1997 

(JP) ........................................... 09-168947 
(JP) ........................................... 09-189985 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl.7 ....................................................... H04N 7/12 
(52) U.S. Cl. ................................. 375/240.16; 375/240.13 

(57) ABSTRACT 

A motion vector predictive encoding method, a motion 
vector decoding method, a predictive encoding apparatus, a 
decoding apparatuses, and storage media storing motion 
vector predictive encoding and decoding programs are pro­
vided, thereby reducing the amount of generated code with 
respect to the motion vector, and improving the efficiency of 
the motion-vector prediction. If the motion-compensating 
mode of the target small block to be encoded is the global 
motion compensation, the encoding mode of an already­
encoded small block is the interframe coding mode, and the 
motion-compensating mode of the already-encoded small 
block is the global motion compensation, then the motion 
vector of the translational motion model is determined for 
each pixel of the already-encoded small block, based on the 
global motion vector (steps S1-S5). Next, the representative 
motion vector is calculated as the predicted vector, based on 
the motion vector of each pixel of the already-encoded small 
block (step S6). Finally, the prediction error is calculated for 
each component of the motion vector and each prediction 
error is encoded (steps S7 and S8). 
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MOTION VECTOR PREDICTIVE ENCODING 
METHOD, MOTION VECTOR DECODING 

METHOD, PREDICTIVE ENCODING APPARATUS 
AND DECODING APPARATUS, AND STORAGE 

MEDIA STORING MOTION VECTOR 
PREDICTIVE ENCODING AND DECODING 

PROGRAMS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to motion vector 
predictive encoding and decoding methods, predictive 
encoding and decoding apparatuses, and storage media 
storing motion vector predictive encoding and decoding 
programs. These methods, apparatuses, and storage media 
are used for motion-compensating interframe prediction for 
motion picture encoding. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] The interframe predictive coding method for cod­
ing motion pictures (i.e., video data) is known, in which an 
already-encoded frame is used as a prediction signal so as to 
reduce temporal redundancy. In order to improve the effi­
ciency of the time-based prediction, a motion-compensating 
interframe prediction method is used in which a motion­
compensated picture signal is used as a prediction signal. 
The number and the kinds of components of the motion 
vector used for the motion compensation are determined 
depending on the assumed motion model used as a basis. For 
example, in a motion model in which only translational 
movement is considered, the motion vector consists of 
components corresponding to horizontal and vertical 
motions. In another motion model in which extension and 
contraction are also considered in addition to the transla­
tional movement, the motion vector consists of components 
corresponding to horizontal and vertical motions, and a 
component corresponding to the extending or contracting 
motion. 

[0003] Generally, the motion compensation is executed for 
each small area obtained by dividing a picture into a 
plurality of areas such as small blocks, and each divided area 
has an individual motion vector. It is known that the motion 
vectors belonging to neighboring areas including adjacent 
small areas have a higher correlation. Therefore, in practice, 
the motion vector of an area to be encoded is predicted based 
on the motion vector of an area which neighbors the area to 
be encoded, and a prediction error generated at the predic­
tion is variable-length-encoded so as to reduce the redun­
dancy of the motion vector. 

[0004] In the moving-picture coding method ISO/IEC 
11172-2 (MPEG-1), the picture to be encoded is divided into 
small blocks so as to motion-compensate each small block, 
and the motion vector of a small block to be encoded 
(hereinbelow, called the "target small block") is predicted 
based on the motion vector of a small block which has 
already been encoded. 

[0005] In the above MPEG-1, only translational motions 
can be compensated. It may be impossible to compensate 
more complicated motions with a simpler model, such as 
MPEG-1, which has few components of the motion vector. 
Accordingly, the efficiency of the interframe prediction can 
be improved by using a motion-compensating method which 
corresponds to a more complicated model having a greater 

1 
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number of components of the motion vector. However, when 
each small block is motion-compensated in such a method 
for a complicated motion model, the amount of codes 
generated when encoding the relevant motion vector is 
increased. 

[0006] An encoding method for avoiding such an increase 
of the amount of generated codes is known, in which the 
motion-vector encoding is performed using a method, 
selected from a plurality of motion-compensating methods, 
which minimizes the prediction error with respect to the 
target block. The following is an example of such an 
encoding method in which two motion-compensating meth­
ods are provided, one method corresponding to a transla­
tional motion model, the other corresponding to a transla­
tional motion and extending/contracting motion model, and 
one of the two motion-compensating methods is chosen. 

[0007] FIG. 9 shows a translational motion model (see 
part ( a)) and a translational motion and extending/contract­
ing motion model (see part (b )). In the translational motion 
model of part (a), the motion of a target object is represented 
using a translational motion component (x, y). In the trans­
lational motion and extending/contracting motion model of 
part (b ), the motion of a target object is represented using a 
component (x, y, z) in which parameter Z for indicating the 
amount of extension or contraction of the target object is 
added to the translational motion component (x, y). In the 
example shown in FIG. 9, parameter Z has a value corre­
sponding to the contraction (see part (b )). 

[0008] Accordingly, motion vector 

vl 

[0009] of the translational motion model is represented by: 

-vl = (x, y) 

[0010] while motion vector 

---'J> 

v2 

[0011] of the translational motion and extending/contract­
ing motion model is represented by: 

-v2 = (x, y, z) 

[0012] In the above formulas, x, y, and z respectively 
indicate horizontal, vertical, and extending/contracting 
direction components. Here, the unit for motion compensa­
tion is a small block, the active motion-compensating 
method may be switched for each small block in accordance 
with the present prediction efficiency, and the motion vector 
is predicted based on the motion vector of an already­
encoded small block. 

13
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[0013] If the motion-compensating method chosen for the 
target small block is the same as that adopted for the 
already-encoded small block, the prediction error of the 
motion vector is calculated by the following equations. 

[0014] For the translational motion model: 

dl.t;y-v1 x,y(i)-v1 x,y(i-1) (1) 

[0015] For the translational motion and extending/con­
tracting motion model: 

d2x,y,z-v2 x,y,z(i)-v2 x,y,z(i-1) (2) 

[0016] Here, vl x, y (i) and v2 x, y, z (i) mean components 
of the motion vector of the target small block, while vl x, y 
(i-1) and v2 x, y, z (i-1) mean components of the motion 
vector of a small block of the previous frame. 

[0017] As explained above, prediction errors d x, y and d 
x, y, z are calculated and encoded so as to transmit the 
encoded data to the decoding side. Even if the size of each 
small block is not the same in the motion-compensating 
method, the motion vector predictive encoding is similarly 
performed if the motion model is the same. 

[0018] If the motion-compensating method chosen for the 
target small block differs from that adopted for the already­
encoded small block, or if intraframe coding is performed, 
then the predicted value for each component is set to 0 and 
the original values of each component of the target small 
block are transmitted to the decoding side. 

[0019] By using such an encoding method, the redundancy 
of the motion vector with respect to the motion-compensat­
ing interframe predictive encoding can be reduced and the 
amount of generated codes of the motion vector can be 
reduced. 

[0020] On the other hand, the motion vector which has 
been encoded using the above-described encoding method is 
decoded in a manner such that the prediction error is 
extracted from the encoded data sequence, and the motion 
vector of the small block to be decoded (i.e., the target small 
block) is decoded by adding the prediction error to the 
motion vector which has already been decoded. See the 
following equations. 

[0021] For the translational motion model: 

v1x,y(i)-v1x,y(i-1 )+dlx,y (3) 

[0022] For the translational motion and extending/con­
tracting motion model: 

v2x,y, z(i)-v2x,y, z(i-1 )+d2x,y,z (4) 

[0023] Here, vl x, y (i) and v2 x, y, z (i) mean components 
of the motion vector of the target small block, while vl x, y 
(i-1) and v2 x, y, z (i-1) mean components of the already­
decoded motion vector. 

[0024] In the model ISO/IEC 14496-2 (MPEG-4) under 
testing for international standardization in January, 1999, a 
similar motion-compensating method is adopted. The 
MPEG-4 adopts a global motion-compensating method for 
predicting the general change or movement of a picture 
caused by panning, tilting and zooming operations of the 
camera (refer to "MPEG-4 Video Verification Model Version 
7.0", ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11N1682, MPEG Video 
Group, April, 1997). Hereinafter, the structure and the 
operational flow of the encoder using the global motion 
compensation will be explained with reference to FIG. 11. 
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[0025] First, a picture to be encoded (i.e., target picture) 31 
is input into global motion detector 34 so as to determine 
global motion parameters 35 with respect to the entire 
picture. In the MPEG-4, the projective transformation and 
the affine transformation may be used in the motion model. 

[0026] With a target point (x, y) and a corresponding point 
(x', y') relating to the transformation, the projective trans­
formation can be represented using the following equations 
(5) and (6). 

x'-(ax+by+tx)/(px+qy+s) (5) 

y'-(cx+dy+ty)/(px+qy+s) (6) 

[0027] Generally, the case of "s=l" belongs to the projec­
tive transformation. The projective transformation is a gen­
eral representation of the two dimensional transformation, 
and the affine transformation is represented by the following 
equations (7) and (8), which can be obtained under condi­
tions of "p=Q=0" and "s=l". 

x'=ax+by+tx 

y'-cx+dy+ty 

(7) 

(8) 

[0028] In the above equations, "tx" and "ty" respectively 
represent the amounts of translational motions in the hori­
zontal and vertical directions. Parameter "a" represents 
extension/contraction or inversion in the horizontal direc­
tion, while parameter "b" represents extension/contraction 
or inversion in the vertical direction. Parameter "b" repre­
sents shear in the horizontal direction, while parameter "c" 
represents shear in the vertical direction. In addition, the 
conditions of "a=cos 8, b=sin 8, c=-sin 8, and d=cos 8" 
correspond to rotation of angle 8. The conditions of "a=d=l" 
and "b=c=0" equal the conventional translational motion 
model. 

[0029] As explained above, the affine transformation used 
as the motion model enables the representation of various 
motions such as translational movement, extension/contrac­
tion, reverse, shear, and rotation, and any combination of 
these motions. A projective transformation having eight or 
nine parameters can represent more complicated motions or 
deformations. 

[0030] The global motion parameters 35, determined by 
the global motion detector 34, and reference picture 33 
stored in the frame memory 32 are input into global motion 
compensator 36. The global motion compensator 36 gener­
ates a global motion-compensating predicted picture 37 by 
making the motion vector of each pixel, determined based 
on the global motion parameters 35, act on the reference 
picture 33. 

[0031] The reference picture 33 stored in the frame 
memory 32, and the input picture 31 are input into local 
motion detector 38. The local motion detector 38 detects, for 
each macro block (16 pixelsx16 lines), motion vector 39 
between input picture 31 and reference picture 33. The local 
motion compensator 40 generates a local motion-compen­
sating predicted picture 41 based on the motion vector 39 of 
each macro block and the reference picture 33. This method 
equals the conventional motion-compensating method used 
in the conventional MPEG or the like. 

[0032] Next, one of the global motion-compensating pre­
dicted picture 37 and the local motion-compensating pre­
dicted picture 41, whichever has the smaller error with 
respect to the input picture 31, is chosen in the encoding 

14



US 2003/0174776 Al 

mode selector 42 for each macro block. This choice is 
performed for each macro block. If the global motion 
compensation is chosen, the local motion compensation is 
not performed in the relevant macro block; thus, motion 
vector 39 is not encoded. The predicted picture 43 chosen 
via the encoding mode selector 42 is input into subtracter 44, 
and picture 45 corresponding to the difference between the 
input picture 31 and the predicted picture 43 is converted 
into DCT (discrete cosine transformation) coefficient 47 by 
DCT section 46. The DCT coefficient 47 is then converted 
into quantized index 49 in quantizer 48. The quantized index 
49 is encoded by quantized-index encoder 57, encoded­
mode choice information 56 is encoded by encoded-mode 
encoder 58, motion vector 39 is encoded by motion-vector 
encoder 59, and the global motion parameters 35 are 
encoded by global-motion-parameter encoder 60. These 
encoded data are multiplexed and output as an encoder 
output. 

[0033] In order for the encoder to also acquire the same 
decoded picture as acquired in the decoder, the quantized 
index 49 is inverse-converted into a quantization represen­
tative value 51 by inverse quantizer 50, and is further 
inverse-converted into difference picture 53 by inverse-OCT 
section 52. The difference picture 53 and predicted picture 
43 are added to each other by adder 54 so that local decoded 
picture 55 is generated. This local decoded picture 55 is 
stored in the frame memory 32 and is used as a reference 
picture at the encoding of the next frame. 

[0034] Next, relevant decoding operations of the MPEG-4 
decoder will be explained with reference to FIG. 12. The 
multiplexed and encoded bit stream is divided into each 
element, and the elements are respectively decoded. The 
quantized-index decoder 61 decodes quantized index 49, 
encoded-mode decoder 62 decodes encoded-mode choice 
information 56, motion-vector decoder 63 decodes motion 
vector 39, and global-motion-parameter decoder 64 decodes 
global motion parameters 35. 

[0035] The reference picture 33 stored in the frame 
memory 68 and global motion parameters 35 are input into 
global motion compensator 69 so that global motion-com­
pensated picture 37 is generated. In addition, the reference 
picture 33 and motion vector 39 are input into local motion 
compensator 70 so that local motion-compensating pre­
dicted picture 41 is generated. The encoded-mode choice 
information 56 activates switch 71 so that one of the global 
motion-compensated picture 37 and the local motion-com­
pensated picture 41 is output as predicted picture 43. 

[0036] The quantized index 49 is inverse-converted into 
quantization representative value 51 by inverse-quantizer 
65, and is further inverse-converted into difference picture 
53 by inverse-DCTsection 66. The difference picture 53 and 
predicted picture 43 are added to each other by adder 67 so 
that local decoded picture 55 is generated. This local 
decoded picture 55 is stored in the frame memory 68 and is 
used as a reference picture when encoding the next frame. 

[0037] In the above-explained global motion-compensat­
ing predictive method adopted in MPEG-4, one of the 
predicted pictures of the global motion compensation and 
the local motion compensation, whichever has the smaller 
error, is chosen for each macro block so that the prediction 
efficiency of the entire frame is improved. In addition, the 
motion vector is not encoded in the macro block to which the 
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global motion compensation is adopted; thus, the generated 
codes can be reduced by the amount necessary for conven­
tional encoding of the motion vector. 

[0038] On the other hand, in the conventional method in 
which the active motion-compensating method is switched 
between a plurality of motion-compensating methods cor­
responding to different motion models, no prediction relat­
ing to a shift between motion vectors belonging to different 
motion models is performed. For example, in the encoding 
method in which the motion-compensating method corre­
sponding to a translational motion model and the motion­
compensating method corresponding to a translational 
motion and extending/contracting motion model are 
switched, a shift from the motion vector of the translational 
motion and extending/contracting motion model to the 
motion vector of the translational motion model cannot be 
simply predicted using a difference, because the number of 
used parameters with respect to the motion vector is different 
between the two methods. 

[0039] However, redundancy of the motion vector may 
also occur between different motion models. Therefore, 
correlation between the motion vector of the translational 
motion model and the motion vector of the translational 
motion and extending/contracting motion model will be 
examined with reference to motion vectors shown in FIG. 
10. In FIG. 10, it is assumed that in the motion compensa­
tion of target small blocks Boa and Bob, the target small 
block Boa is motion-compensated using the method corre­
sponding to the translational motion model and referring to 
small block Bra included in the reference frame, while the 
target small block Bob is motion-compensated using the 
method corresponding to the translational motion and 
extending/contracting motion model and referring to small 
block Erb included in the reference frame. 

[0040] In this case, motion vector ~=(xa, ya) in FIG. 10 
indicates the translational motion model, while motion vec-

tor vb=(xb, yb, zb) in FIG. 10 indicates the translational 
motion and extending/contracting motion model. Here, in 
the motion compensation of the small block Bob, small 
block Erb in the reference frame to be referred to is 
extended. Therefore, the translational motion components of 
the motion vector va and vb in FIG.10 have almost the same 
values and redundancy exists. 

[0041] However, in the conventional method, such redun­
dancy between motion vectors of different motion models 
cannot be reduced because no motion vector of a motion 
model which differs from the present motion model is 
predicted based on the motion vector of the present model. 

[0042] In the above MPEG-4, predictive encoding is 
adopted so as to efficiently encode the motion vector. For 
example, the operations of motion-vector encoder 59 in 
FIG. 11 are as follows. As shown in FIG. 13, three motion 
vectors such as motion vector MVl of the left block, motion 
vector MV2 of the block immediately above, and motion 
vector MV3 of the block diagonally above to the right are 
referred to so as to obtain a median thereof as a predicted 
value of the motion vector MV of the present block. The 
predicted value PMV of the vector MV of the present block 
is defined using the following equation (9). 

PMV-median (MVl, MV2, MV3) (9) 
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[0043] If the reference block corresponds to the 
intraframe-coding mode, no motion vector exists. Therefore, 
the median is calculated with vector value 0 at the relevant 
position. If the reference block has been predicted using the 
global motion compensation, no motion vector exists. 
Therefore, the median is calculated with vector value 0 at the 
relevant position also in this case. For example, if the left 
block was predicted using the local motion compensation, 
the block immediately above was predicted using the global 
motion compensation, and the block diagonally above to the 
right was encoded using the intraframe coding method, then 
MV2=MV3=0. In addition, if the three reference blocks 
were all predicted using the global motion compensation, 
then MV1=MV2=MV3=0. In this case, the median is also 0 
and thus the predicted value is 0. Therefore, this case is equal 
to the case that the motion vector of the target block is not 
subjected to predictive encoding, and the encoding effi­
ciency is degraded. 

[0044] In the MPEG-4, the following seven kinds of 
ranges (see List 1) are defined with respect to the size of the 
local motion vector, and the used range is communicated to 
the decoder by using a codeword "fcode" included in the bit 
stream. 

List 1 

fcode Range of motion vector 

-16 to +15.5 pixels 
2 -32 to +31.5 pixels 
3 -64 to +63.5 pixels 
4 -128 to +127.5 pixels 
5 -256 to +255.5 pixels 
6 -512 to +511.5 pixels 
7 -1024 to +1023.5 pixels 

[0045] The global motion parameters used in MPEG-4 
may have a wide range of -2048 to +2047.5; thus, the 
motion vector determined based on the global motion vector 
may have a value from -2048 to +2047.5. However, the 
range of the local motion vector is smaller than the above 
range and the prediction may have a large error. For 
example, if fcode=3; the motion vector of the target block 
(Vx, Vy)=( +48, +36.5); the predicted vector determined 
based on the global motion vector (PVx, PVy)=( + 102, + 75), 
then the prediction error (MVDx, MVDy)=(-54, -38.5). 
The absolute values of this error are thus larger than the 
above values of the motion vector (Vx, Vy). The smaller the 
absolute values of the prediction error (MVDx, MVDy), the 
shorter the length of the codeword assigned to the prediction 
error. Therefore, there is a disadvantage in that the amount 
of code are increased due to the prediction of the motion 
vector. 

[0046] Therefore, the objective of the present invention is 
to provide a motion vector predictive encoding method, a 
motion vector decoding method, a predictive encoding appa­
ratus, a decoding apparatuses, and computer-readable stor­
age media storing motion vector predictive encoding and 
decoding programs, which reduce the amount of generated 
code with respect to the motion vector, and improve the 
efficiency of the motion-vector prediction. 
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DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

[0047] The motion vector predictive encoding method, 
predictive encoding apparatus, and motion vector predictive 
encoding program stored in a computer-readable storage 
medium according to the present invention relate to a motion 
vector predictive encoding method in which a target frame 
to be encoded is divided into small blocks and a motion­
compensating method to be applied to each target small 
block to be encoded is selectable from among a plurality of 
motion-compensating methods. In the present invention, 
when the motion vector of the target small block is predicted 
based on the motion vector of an already-encoded small 
block, if the motion model of the motion vector of the target 
small block differs from the motion model of the motion 
vector of the already-encoded small block, then the motion 
vector of the target small block is predicted by converting 
the motion vector of the already-encoded small block for the 
prediction into one suitable for the motion model of the 
motion vector used in the motion-compensating method of 
the target small block and by calculating a predicted vector, 
and a prediction error of the motion vector is encoded. 

[0048] In the decoding method, decoding apparatus, and 
decoding program stored in a computer-readable storage 
medium for decoding the motion vector encoded using the 
above motion vector predictive encoding method, if the 
motion model of the motion vector of a target small block to 
be decoded differs from the motion model of the motion 
vector of the already-decoded small block, then the motion 
vector of the already-decoded small block is converted into 
one suitable for the motion model of the motion vector used 
in the motion-compensating method of the target small 
block, and a predicted vector is calculated based on the 
converted motion vector of the already-decoded small block, 
and the motion vector is decoded by adding the prediction 
error to the predicted vector. 

[0049] There are two types of motion-compensating 
method, i.e., global motion compensation (for compensating 
a global motion over a plurality of areas) and local motion 
compensation (for compensating a local motion for each 
area), as described above. In the global motion compensa­
tion, the motion vector representing a global motion over a 
plurality of areas is transmitted, while in the local motion 
compensation, the motion vector for each area is transmit­
ted. 

[0050] The present invention provides another motion 
vector predictive encoding method, predictive encoding 
apparatus, and motion vector predictive encoding program 
stored in a computer-readable storage medium. This case 
relates to a motion vector predictive encoding method in 
which a global motion-compensating method and a local 
motion-compensating method are switchable for each target 
small block to be encoded, wherein when the motion vector 
of the target small block is predicted based on the motion 
vector of an already-encoded small block, and if the motion­
compensating method of the target small block differs from 
the motion-compensating method of the already-encoded 
small block, then a predicted vector is calculated by con­
verting the format of the motion vector of the already­
encoded small block for the prediction into a format of the 
motion vector used in the motion-compensating method of 
the target small block, and the motion vector of the target 
small block is predicted and a prediction error of the motion 
vector is encoded. 
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[0051] In the encoding of the motion vector using the 
above motion vector predictive encoding method, predictive 
encoding apparatus, and motion vector predictive encoding 
program stored in a computer-readable storage medium, if 
the motion-compensating method used for the target small 
block is the local motion-compensating method and the 
motion-compensating method used for the already-encoded 
small block for the prediction is the global motion-compen­
sating method, then a local motion vector of the already­
encoded small block is calculated based on the global 
motion vector, the motion vector of the target small block is 
predicted, and the prediction error of the motion vector is 
encoded. 

[0052] When the motion vector of the target small block 
for which the local motion compensation is chosen is 
predicted based on the global motion parameters, if the value 
of the predicted vector is not within a predetermined range, 
the predicted vector is clipped to have a value within the 
predetermined range. On the other hand, when the motion 
vector of the block for which the local motion compensation 
is chosen is predicted based on the global motion param­
eters, if the value of the predicted vector is not within a 
predetermined range, the value of the predicted vector is set 
to 0. 

[0053] In the decoding method, decoding apparatus, and 
decoding program stored in a computer-readable storage 
medium for decoding the motion vector encoded using the 
above-mentioned motion vector predictive encoding meth­
ods, predictive encoding apparatuses, and motion vector 
predictive encoding programs stored in computer-readable 
storage media, if the motion-compensating method of the 
target small block to be decoded differs from the motion­
compensating method of the already-decoded small block, 
then the format of the motion vector of the already-decoded 
small block is converted into a format of the motion vector 
used in the motion-compensating method of the target small 
block, and a predicted vector of the motion vector of the 
target small block is calculated, and the motion vector is 
decoded by adding the prediction error to the predicted 
vector. 

[0054] In addition, if the motion-compensating method 
used for the target small block to be decoded is the local 
motion-compensating method and the motion-compensating 
method used for the already-decoded small block for the 
prediction is the global motion-compensating method, then 
a local motion vector of the already-decoded small block is 
calculated based on the global motion vector, a predicted 
vector with respect to the motion vector of the target small 
block is calculated, and the motion vector is decoded by 
adding the prediction error to the predicted vector. 

[0055] In the above motion vector encoding and decoding 
methods, predictive encoding apparatus, decoding appara­
tus, motion vector predictive encoding program, and decod­
ing program, when the motion vector of the small block in 
any motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, a representative motion vector 
of the small block is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each pixel 
in the small block. 

[0056] In the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to a statistic ( one of the average, intermediate value, 
median, mode, maximum value, and minimum value). 
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[0057] When decoding, if the predicted value of the local 
motion vector which is calculated based on the global 
motion parameters is not within a predetermined range, the 
predicted vector is clipped to have a value within the 
predetermined range. Instead, if the predicted value of the 
local motion vector which is calculated based on the global 
motion parameters is not within a predetermined range, the 
value of the predicted vector is set to 0. 

[0058] According to the motion vector predictive encod­
ing method, decoding method, predictive encoding appara­
tus, decoding apparatus, motion vector predictive encoding 
program, and decoding program of the present invention, the 
motion vector can be predicted between motion vectors of 
different motion models, and also between motion vectors of 
the global motion compensation and the local motion com­
pensation. Therefore, the amount of generated code with 
respect to the motion vector can be reduced. 

[0059] In addition, if the predicted vector determined 
based on the global motion parameters is not within the 
range of the local motion vector, the predicted vector can be 
clipped to have the maximum value or the minimum value 
of the range. Therefore, if "fcode=3" (the motion vector 
range is from -64 to +63.5 pixels), the motion vector of the 
present block: (V x• Vy)=( +48, +36.5), and the predicted 
vector calculated based on the global motion parameters: 
(PVx, PVy)=( + 102, + 75), then the predicted vector (PVx, 
PVy) is clipped to "( +63.5, +63.5)". Accordingly, the pre­
diction error (MVDx, MVDy) is "(-15.5, -27)" and the 
absolute values thereof are smaller than those obtained by 
the above-mentioned conventional method in which the 
prediction error is "(-54, -38.5)". The smaller the absolute 
values of the prediction error, the shorter the length of the 
codeword assigned to a difference between two motion 
vectors; thus, the total amount of code can be reduced. 

[0060] In the method of setting the value of the predicted 
vector to 0, if "fcode=3" (the motion vector range is from 
-64 to +63.5 pixels), the motion vector of the present block: 
(V x• Vy)=( +48, +36.5), and the predicted vector calculated 
based on the global motion parameters: (PVx, PVy)=( + 102, 
+ 75), then the predicted vector (PVx, PVy) is set to "(0, 0)". 
Accordingly, the prediction error (MVDx, MVDy) is "( +48, 
+36.5)" and the absolute values thereof are larger than those 
obtained by the above clipping method in which the predic­
tion error is "(-15.5, -27)", but smaller than those obtained 
by the above-mentioned conventional method in which the 
prediction error is "(-54, -38.5)". 

[0061] The following is another example, in which 
"fcode=l" (the motion vector range is from -16 to +15.5 
pixels), the motion vector of the present block: (Vx, Vy)= 
( +3, + 1.5), and the predicted vector calculated based on the 
global motion parameters: (PVx, PVy)=( + 102, + 75). In the 
clipping method, the predicted vector (PVx, PVy) is"( +15.5, 
+15.5)" and the prediction error (MVDx, MVDY) is "(-12.5, 
-14)". In the "0" setting method, the predicted vector (PVx, 
PVy) is "(0, 0)" and the prediction error (MVDx, MVDy) is 
"(+3, +1.5)". Therefore, in this example, the absolute values 
in the "0" setting method can be smaller than those in the 
clipping method. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0062] FIG. 1 is a flowchart showing the operations of the 
motion vector predictive encoding method of the first 
embodiment according to the present invention. 
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[0063] FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing the operations of the 
motion vector decoding method of the first embodiment 
according to the present invention. 

[0064] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the functional 
structure of the motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
of the first embodiment according to the present invention. 

[0065] FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the functional 
structure of the motion vector decoding apparatus of the first 
embodiment according to the present invention. 

[0066] FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the operations of the 
motion vector predictive encoding method of the second 
embodiment according to the present invention. 

[0067] FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing the operations of the 
motion vector decoding method of the second embodiment 
according to the present invention. 

[0068] FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the functional 
structure of the motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
of the second embodiment according to the present inven­
tion. 

[0069] FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the functional 
structure of the motion vector decoding apparatus of the 
second embodiment according to the present invention. 

[0070] FIG. 9 is a diagram showing examples of the 
motion model, part ( a) showing a translational motion model 
and part (b) showing a translational motion and extending/ 
contracting motion model. 

[0071] FIG. 10 is a diagram showing motion vectors of 
the motion model. 

[0072] FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the structure of an 
example of the encoder for encoding moving pictures (the 
MPEG-4 encoder). 

[0073] FIG. 12 is a diagram showing the structure of the 
decoder corresponding to the encoder in FIG. 11 (the 
MPEG-4 decoder). 

[0074] FIG. 13 is a diagram showing the arrangement of 
reference blocks in the motion vector prediction of the 
MPEG-4. 

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0075] Hereinbelow, embodiments according to the 
present invention will be explained with reference to the 
drawings. In the embodiments, the global motion-compen­
sating method (GMC) and the local motion-compensating 
method (LMC) are switchable for each small block. The 
motion model used in the GMC is determined in consider­
ation of translational movement and extension/contraction, 
while the motion model used in the LMC is a translational 
motion model. 

[0076] In the GMC, the motion vector is not assigned to 
each small block. Therefore, prediction is performed with 
respect to a motion vector used for the local motion com­
pensation. At the time of predicting the motion vector, the 
format of the motion vector is converted into that of the 
translational motion model. When the motion vector of the 
global motion compensation is converted into the motion 
vector of the translational motion model, a representative 
vector of the small block is calculated. In the calculation, the 
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average of the motion vectors which were calculated for 
each pixel of the small block is determined as the represen­
tative vector. The size of each small block is MxN pixels. 

[0077] First Embodiment 

[0078] (1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Method 
and Motion Vector Decoding Method 

[0079] Hereinbelow, the motion vector predictive encod­
ing method and motion vector decoding method of the first 
embodiment according to the present invention will be 
explained with reference to flowcharts in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0080] (1-1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Method 

[0081] In the first step Sl in FIG. 1, the motion-compen­
sating mode of the target small block is determined. If the 
mode corresponds to the GMC, then the predictive encoding 
of the motion vector is not executed and the operation of the 
motion-vector encoding is terminated. 

[0082] If the mode corresponds to the LMC in step Sl, 
then the operation shifts to step S2, where the encoding 
mode of a small block which was already encoded is 
determined. If it is determined that the encoding mode is the 
intraframe coding mode, then the operation shifts to step S3. 
In step S3, the predicted vector vp is set to 0 ( that is, vp=(0, 
0)), and then the operation shifts to step 7 ( explained later). 

[0083] If it is determined that the encoding mode is the 
interframe coding mode in step S2, then the operation shifts 
to step S4 where the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-encoded small block is determined. If it is deter­
mined that the motion-compensating mode corresponds to 
the LMC, then the motion vector of the small block vi-l = 
(xi_1 , Yi-i) is determined as the predicted vector vp and the 
operation shifts to step S7. 

[0084] If it is determined that the motion-compensating 
mode corresponds to the GMC in step S4, then the operation 
shifts to step S5, where the motion vector of the translational 
motion model, that is, vi_i(m,n)=(xi_i(m,n), yi_i(m,n)), is 
determined for each pixel of the already-encoded small 
block, based on the global motion vector GMV ( =(X, Y, Z)). 
Here, (m, n) indicates the position of each pixel in the small 
block. 

[0085] The operation then shifts to step S6 where the 
representative motion vector is calculated based on the 
motion vector vi_i(m,n) determined in step S5 for each pixel 
of the already-encoded small block, and the calculated result 
is determined as the predicted vector vp=(xvp, yvp). Here, the 
representative motion vector is calculated based on the 
average of motion vectors vi_i(m,n) of each pixel. 

) N M 

x,p = __ °\' °\' x;-1(m,n) 
M-NL.. L. 

n=l m=l 

) N M 

Y,p = __ °\' °\' Y;-1(m,n) 
M-NL..L.. 

n=l m=l 

(10) 

(11) 

[0086] The operation then shifts to step S7, and prediction 
errors dxi and dyi for each component of the motion vector 
are calculated based on the motion vector vi=(xi, yJ of the 
target small block and the predicted vector vp, by using the 
following equations. 
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dyi=YcYvp 

(12) 

(13) 

[0087] If it is determined that the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block is the intrafame coding mode 
in step S2, then the predicted vector vp=(0, 0); thus the 
prediction errors dxi and dyi are determined as follows: 

dy,=y,-0 

(14) 

(15) 

[0088] If it is determined that the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-encoded small block is the LMC in step 
S4, then the motion vector of the already-encoded small 
block vi-l =(xi_1 , yi_1 ) is determined as the predicted vector 
vp. Therefore, the prediction errors dxi and dyi are deter­
mined as follows: 

(16) 

(17) 

[0089] he operation then shifts to step S8, where the 
prediction errors dxi and dyi calculated in step S7 are 
subjected to reversible encoding such as the Huffman encod­
ing, and the motion-vector encoding operation is finished. 

[0090] (1-2) Motion Vector Decoding Method 

[0091] Hereinbelow, the method of decoding the motion 
vector which was encoded by the above-explained encoding 
method will be explained with reference to FIG. 2. 

[0092] In the first step S11 in FIG. 2, the motion-com­
pensating mode of the target small block is determined. If 
the determined mode corresponds to the GMC, then it is 
determined that the predictive encoding of the motion vector 
was not executed, and the decoding operation is terminated. 

[0093] If the mode corresponds to the LMC in step S11, 
then the operation shifts to step S12, where the prediction 
errors dxi and dyi, which were reversibly encoded, are 
decoded. The operation then shifts to step S13, where the 
encoding mode of the already-decoded small block is deter­
mined. If it is determined that the encoding mode is the 
intraframe coding mode, then the prediction error vp is set 
to (0, 0) in step S14, and the operation shifts to step S18 
( explained later). 

[0094] If it is determined that the encoding mode is the 
interframe coding mode in step S13, then the operation shifts 
to step S15 where the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-decoded small block is determined. If it is deter­
mined that the motion-compensating mode of the already­
decoded small block corresponds to the LMC, then the 
motion vector of the already-decoded small block vi-l =(xi_1 , 

Yi-i) is determined as the predicted vector vp and the 
operation shifts to step S18. 

[0095] If it is determined that the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-decoded small block corresponds to the 
GMC in step S15, then the operation shifts to step S16, 
where the motion vector of the translational motion model, 
that is, vi_i(m,n)=(xi_i(m,n), yi_i(m,n)), is determined for 
each pixel of the already-decoded small block, based on the 
global motion vector GMV (=(X, Y, Z)). Here, (m, n) 
indicates the position of each pixel in the small block. 

[0096] The operation then shifts to step Sl 7 where the 
representative motion vector is calculated based on the 
motion vector vi_i(m,n) determined for each pixel of the 
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already-decoded small block, and the calculated result is 
determined as the predicted vector vp=(xvp, yvp). Here, the 
representative motion vector is calculated based on the 
average of motion vectors vi_i(m,n) of each pixel. 

l N M 

x,p = __ °\' °\' x;-1(m,n) 
M-NL.. L. 

n=l m=l 

l N M 

hp= M-NIIY,-1(m,n) 
n=l m=l 

(18) 

(19) 

[0097] The operation then shifts to step S18, where the 
components xvp and yvp of the predicted vector vp are 
respectively added to the prediction errors dxi and dyi so that 
the motion vector vi=(xi, y) of the target small block is 
calculated as follows: 

(20) 

(21) 

[0098] If it is determined that the encoding mode of the 
already-decoded small block is the intraframe coding mode 
in step S13, then the predicted vector vp=(0, 0) in step S14; 
thus the motion vector vi=(xi, y) of the target small block is 
calculated as follows: 

y,=O+dy, 

(22) 

(23) 

[0099] If it is determined that the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-decoded small block is the LMC in step 
S15, then the motion vector of the already-decoded small 
block vi-l =(xi_1 , yi_1 ) is determined as the predicted vector 
vp. Therefore, the motion vector vi=(xi, y) of the target 
small block is calculated as follows: 

(24) 

(25) 

[0100] When the process of step S18 is finished, the 
motion-vector decoding operation is also finished. 

[0101] In step S6 in FIG. 1 and step Sl 7 in FIG. 2 in the 
above embodiment, the representative motion vector is 
calculated using the average; however, the following statis­
tics may be used. Here, a set of components xi-l (m,n) of the 
motion vector for each pixel is indicated by Xi_ 1 , while a set 
of components Yi-l (m,n) of the motion vector for each pixel 
is indicated by Yi-i • 

[0102] Maximum Value 

[0103] The representative motion vector 1s calculated 
using the following equations. 

xvp=max(X,_1) 

Yvp=max(Y,_1) 

[0104] Minimum Value 

(26) 

(27) 

[0105] The representative motion vector 1s. calculated 
using the following equations. 

Xvp=min(X,_1) 

Yvp=min(Y,_1) 

(28) 

(29) 
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[0106] Intermediate Value 

[0107] The representative motion vector 1s calculated 
using the following equations. 

xvp-(max(X,_1)+min(X,_1))/2 

Yvp-(max(Y,_1)+min(Y,_1))/2 

[0108] Mode 

(30) 

(31) 

[0109] The frequency distribution is examined for each 
component of the motion vector, and the value correspond­
ing to the maximum frequency is determined as the relevant 
component of the representative motion vector. 

[0110] Median 

[0111] First, each component of the motion vector 1s 
arranged in order of size: 

(32) 

(33) 

[0112] where n means the number of pixels of the small 
block, xs and ys are respectively obtained by rearranging the 
components Xi-l and Yi_i( of the motion vector for each 
pixel) in order of the size. The representative motion vector 
is calculated based on the above rearranged order of the 
components of the motion vector. That is: 

[0113] When the number of pixels n is an odd number: 

Xvp=XS(n+l)/2 

Yvp=YS(n+l)/2 

(34) 

(35) 

[0114] When the number of pixels n is an even number: 

(36) 

(37) 

[0115] In the above embodiment, the motion vector of any 
small block which was encoded before the target small block 
was encoded, such as the motion vector of the small block 
which was encoded immediately before, can be used as the 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block. In addi­
tion, the predicted vector may be calculated using the motion 
vectors of a plurality of already-encoded small blocks. 

[0116] (2) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding and Decod­
ing Apparatuses 

[0117] Hereinbelow, the motion vector predictive encod­
ing and decoding apparatuses according to the above-ex­
plained motion vector encoding and decoding methods will 
be explained with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. 

[0118] (2-1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Appara­
tus 

[0119] FIG. 3 shows the functional structure of the motion 
vector encoding apparatus for performing the motion-vector 
encoding according to the above-explained motion vector 
encoding method. In this figure, the global motion vector is 
input once for a picture (plane), and the local motion vector 
is input only when the target small block is local-compen­
sated. 

[0120] The motion vector memory 1 stores the input local 
motion vector mv of the target small block. When the next 
local motion vector mv is input, the motion vector memory 
1 outputs the stored local motion vector as motion vector 
mv

1
_

1 
of the already-encoded small block. 
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[0121] The representative-motion-vector calculating sec­
tion 2 has an internal memory. When the motion-compen­
sating method applied to the input target small block is the 
LMC and the motion-compensating method applied to the 
already-encoded small block is the GMC, the calculating 
section 2 reads out the already-encoded global motion vector 
"gmv" from the internal memory, and calculates a represen­
tative motion vector for each small block based on the global 
motion vector gmv. The calculated result is output as the 
representative motion vector of the already-encoded small 
block when next local motion vector mv of the already­
encoded small block is input. 

[0122] Selector 3 operates in one of the following man­
ners. In the first case, the selector 3 outputs motion vector 
mv

1
_

1 
of the already-encoded small block output from the 

motion vector memory 1, or the representative motion 
vector output from the representative-motion-vector calcu­
lating section 2, according to the motion-compensating 
mode of the target small block, the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block, and the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-encoded small block. In the second 
case, the selector 3 outputs no motion vector, that is, neither 
of the two motion vectors is chosen ( this state is called a 
"neutral state" hereinbelow). 

[0123] Subtracter 4 subtracts the output from the selector 
3 from the local motion vector mv, of the target small block, 
and outputs prediction error dmv,. The motion-vector encod­
ing section 5 executes the variable-length encoding of the 
prediction error dmv, which is output from the subtracter 4. 
The encoding section 5 outputs the encoded results as local 
motion vector information. The encoding section 6 executes 
the variable-length encoding of the global motion vector 
gmv, and outputs the encoded results as global motion vector 
information. 

[0124] The operations of the encoding apparatus having 
the above-explained structure will be explained below. 
When a global motion vector is supplied from an external 
device, the supplied global motion vector gmv is input into 
both the representative-motion-vector calculating section 2 
and the motion-vector encoding section 6. In the motion­
vector encoding section 6, the input data is variable-length­
encoded and then output to the outside. In the representative­
motion-vector calculating section 2, the above global motion 
vector gmv is stored into the internal memory. 

[0125] At this time, the local motion vector is not supplied 
from an external device, and the selector 3 detects that the 
supplied motion vector is the global motion vector and thus 
enters the neutral state. Accordingly, no local motion vector 
information is output from the motion-vector encoding 
section 5. 

[0126] When local motion vector mv, is supplied from an 
external device after the above operations are executed, the 
supplied local motion vector mv, is input into motion vector 
memory 1 and subtracter 4. In this case, the motion-com­
pensating method of the target block is the LMC and the 
motion-compensating method of the already-encoded small 
block is the GMC. Therefore, in the representative-motion­
vector calculating section 2, motion vector "v,_i(m, n)=(xi-
1(m,n), yi_i(m,n))" of the translational motion model is 
calculated for each pixel of the already-encoded small block, 
based on the global motion vector gmv stored in the internal 
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memory (this process corresponds to step S5 in FIG. 1). 
Here, m and n indicate the relevant position of the pixel in 
the small block. 

[0127] In the representative-motion-vector calculating 
section 2, a representative motion vector is calculated from 
the calculated motion vector v,_i(m, n), and is output as the 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block (this 
process corresponds to step S6 in FIG. 1). Here, the repre­
sentative motion vector is calculated based on the average of 
the motion vector v,_i(m, n) for each pixel. 

[0128] The selector 3 determines the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block. If the mode is the intraframe 
coding mode, the selector is in the neutral state and no signal 
is output from the selector (this process corresponds to step 
S3 in FIG. 1). Therefore, the supplied local motion vector 
mv

1 
passes through the subtracter 4 ( this process corresponds 

to the operation using the above-described equations (14) 
and (15), performed in step S7 in FIG. 1), and the motion 
vector is variable-length-encoded in the motion-vector 
encoding section 5 (this process corresponds to step S8 in 
FIG. 1) and is output to the outside. 

[0129] On the other hand, if selector 3 determines that the 
encoding mode of the already-encoded small block is the 
interframe coding mode, the motion-compensating mode of 
the already-encoded small block is then determined (this 
process corresponds to step S4 in FIG. 1). Here, the motion­
compensating mode of the already-encoded small block is 
the GMC; thus, the selector 3 chooses the representative 
motion vector output from the representative-motion-vector 
calculating section 2, and outputs the vector into subtracter 
4. 

[0130] Accordingly, in the subtracter 4, the representative 
motion vector is subtracted from the target small block (this 
process corresponds to the operation using the above-de­
scribed equations (12) and (13), performed in step S7 in 
FIG. 1), and the result of the subtraction is output as the 
prediction error dmv, into the motion-vector encoding sec­
tion 5, where the prediction error is variable-length-encoded 
(this process corresponds to step S8 in FIG. 1) and is output 
to the outside. 

[0131] If another local motion vector mv, is supplied from 
an external device after the above operations are executed, 
the supplied local motion vector mv, is input into motion 
vector memory 1 and subtracter 4. The motion vector 
memory 1 outputs the local motion vector mv,_1 which was 
the previously-input vector. 

[0132] The selector 3 determines the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block. If the mode is the intraframe 
coding mode, the selector 3 enters the neutral state and no 
signal is output from the selector ( this process corresponds 
to step S3 in FIG. 1). Therefore, the supplied local motion 
vector mv, passes through the subtracter 4 (this process 
corresponds to the operation using the above-described 
equations (14) and (15), performed in step S7 in FIG.1), and 
the motion vector is variable-length-encoded in the motion­
vector encoding section 5 (this process corresponds to step 
S8 in FIG. 1) and is output to the outside. 

[0133] On the other hand, if selector 3 determines that the 
encoding mode of the already-encoded small block is the 
interframe coding mode, the motion-compensating mode of 
the already-encoded small block is then determined (this 
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process corresponds to step S4 in FIG. 1). Here, the motion­
compensating mode of the already-encoded small block is 
the LMC; thus, the selector 3 chooses the local motion 
vector mv,_1 of the already-encoded small block output from 
motion vector memory 1, and outputs the vector into sub­
tracter 4. 

[0134] Accordingly, in the subtracter 4, the already-en­
coded local motion vector mv,_1 is subtracted from the 
motion vector mv, of the target small block (this process 
corresponds to the operation using the above-described 
equations (16) and (17), performed in step S7 in FIG.1), and 
the result of subtraction is output as the prediction error dmv, 
into the motion-vector encoding section 5, where the pre­
diction error is variable-length-encoded (this process corre­
sponds to step S8 in FIG. 1) and is output to the outside. 
(2-2) Motion Vector Decoding Apparatus 

[0135] FIG. 4 shows the functional structure of the decod­
ing apparatus for decoding the motion vector according to 
the above-explained motion vector decoding method. In this 
figure, motion-vector decoding section 10 decodes the glo­
bal motion vector information which is output from the 
motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as shown in 
FIG. 3. The decoding section 10 outputs the decoded result 
as global motion vector gmv into representative-motion­
vector calculating section 12 and the outside. The motion­
vector decoding section 11 decodes the local motion vector 
information which was output from the motion vector pre­
dictive encoding apparatus as shown in FIG. 3. The decod­
ing section 11 outputs the decoded result as the prediction 
error dmv, into adder 15. 

[0136] The representative-motion-vector calculating sec­
tion 12 has an internal memory. When the motion-compen­
sating method applied to the input target small block is the 
LMC and the motion-compensating method applied to the 
already-decoded small block is the GMC, the calculating 
section 12 reads out the already-decoded global motion 
vector gmv from the internal memory, and calculates a 
representative motion vector for each small block based on 
the global motion vector gmv. The calculated result is output 
as the representative motion vector of the already-decoded 
small block when next the local motion vector information 
is decoded by the motion-vector decoding section 11 and the 
prediction error dmv, is output. 

[0137] Selector 13 operates in one of the following man­
ners. In the first case, the selector 13 outputs the represen­
tative motion vector output from the representative-motion­
vector calculating section 12, or the motion vector mv,_1 of 
the already-decoded small block output from the motion 
vector memory 14, according to the motion-compensating 
mode of the target small block, the encoding mode of the 
already-decoded small block, and the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-decoded small block. In the second 
case, the selector 13 enters the neutral state and outputs no 
motion vector. 

[0138] Motion vector memory 14 stores the local motion 
vector mv of the already-encoded small block, which is 
output from the adder 15. When next the prediction error 
dmv is output from the motion-vector decoding section 11, 
the ~tared local motion vector is output as the local motion 
vector mv,_1 of the already-decoded small block. In addi­
tion, the adder 15 adds the output from selector 13 to the 
prediction error dmv, output from, the motion-vector decod-
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ing section 11, and outputs the added result as local motion 
vector mv, into motion vector memory 14 and the outside. 

[0139] The operations of the motion vector decoding 
apparatus having the above-explained structure will be 
explained below. When global motion vector information is 
supplied from the motion vector predictive encoding appa­
ratus as shown in FIG. 3, the supplied global motion vector 
information is decoded into global motion vector gmv by 
motion-vector decoding section 10, and is output into the 
representative-motion-vector calculating section 12 and the 
outside. Accordingly, the global motion vector gmv is stored 
into the internal memory in the representative-motion-vector 
calculating section 12. 

[0140] In this phase, no local motion vector information is 
supplied from the motion vector predictive encoding appa­
ratus as shown in FIG. 3, and the selector 13 recognizes that 
the supplied motion vector information is the global motion 
vector information and enters the neutral state. Therefore, 
local motion vector mv, is never output from adder 15. 

[0141] When local motion vector information is supplied 
from the motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
shown in FIG. 3 after the above operations, the supplied 
local motion vector information is decoded into the predic­
tion error dmv, in the motion-vector decoding section 11 
(this process corresponds to step S12 in FIG. 2), and is 
output into adder 15. In this case, the motion-compensating 
method of the target small block is the LMC and the 
motion-compensating method of the already-decoded small 
block is the GMC; thus, in the representative-motion-vector 
calculating section 12, motion vector "v,_i(m, n)=(x,_i(m, 
n), yi_i(m,n))" of the translational motion model is calcu­
lated for each pixel of the already-decoded small block, 
based on the global motion vector "gmv" stored in the 
internal memory (this process corresponds to step S16 in 
FIG. 2). Here, m and n indicate the relevant position of the 
pixel in the small block. 

[0142] The representative motion vector is then calculated 
from the calculated motion vector v,_i(m, n), and is output 
as the motion vector of the already-decoded small block 
(this process corresponds to step S17 in FIG. 2). Here, the 
representative motion vector is calculated based on the 
average of the motion vector v,_i(m, n) for each pixel. 

[0143] The selector 13 determines the encoding mode of 
the already-decoded small block. If the mode is the 
intraframe coding mode, the selector is in the neutral state 
and no signal is output from the selector ( this process 
corresponds to step S14 in FIG. 2). Therefore, no element is 
added to the decoded prediction error dmv,, and the predic­
tion error is output as the local motion vector mv, into 
motion vector memory 14 and the outside (this process 
corresponds to the operation using the above-described 
equations (22) and (23), performed in step S18 in FIG. 2). 

[0144] On the other hand, if selector 13 determines that the 
encoding mode of the already-decoded small block is the 
interframe coding mode, the motion-compensating mode of 
the already-decoded small block is then determined (this 
process corresponds to step S15 in FIG. 2). Here, the 
motion-compensating mode of the already-decoded small 
block is the GMC; thus, the selector 13 chooses the repre­
sentative motion vector output from the representative­
motion-vector calculating section 12, and outputs the vector 
into adder 15. 
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[0145] Accordingly, in the adder 15, the prediction error 
dmv which was decoded in the motion-vector decoding 
section 11 and the representative motion vector are added to 
each other ( this process corresponds to the operation using 
the above-described equations (20) and (21), performed in 
step S12 in FIG. 2), and the added result is output as the 
local motion vector mv, into the motion vector memory 14 
and the outside. 

[0146] If another local motion vector information is sup­
plied from the motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
as shown in FIG. 3 after the above operations are executed, 
the supplied local motion vector information is decoded into 
the prediction error dmv, in the motion-vector decoding 
section 11 and is output into adder 15. The selector 13 
determines the encoding mode of the already-decoded small 
block again. If the mode is the intraframe coding mode, the 
selector 13 enters the neutral state and no signal is output 
from the selector (this process corresponds to step S14 in 
FIG. 2). Therefore, no element is added to the decoded 
prediction error dmv, in adder 15, and the prediction error is 
output as local motion vector mv, into motion vector 
memory 14 and the outside (this process corresponds to the 
operation using the above-described equations (22) and (23), 
performed in step S18 in FIG. 2). 

[0147] On the other hand, if selector 13 determines that the 
encoding mode of the already-decoded small block is the 
interframe coding mode, then the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-decoded small block is determined (this 
process corresponds to step S15 in FIG. 2). Here, the 
motion-compensating mode of the already-decoded small 
block is the LMC; thus, the selector 13 chooses the local 
motion vector mv,_1 of the already-decoded small block 
output from motion vector memory 14, and outputs the 
vector into adder 15. 

[0148] Accordingly, in the adder 15, local motion vector 
mv

1
_

1 
of the already-decoded small block, which was output 

from the motion vector memory 14, and the prediction error 
mv, are added to each other (this process corresponds to the 
operation using the above-described equations (24) and (25), 
performed in step 28 in FIG. 2), and the added result is 
output as local motion vector mv, into motion vector 
memory 14 and the outside. 

[0149] As the representative motion vector calculated in 
each of the representative-motion-vector calculating sec­
tions 2 and 12 in the motion vector predictive encoding 
apparatus and motion vector decoding apparatus as shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, instead of the average of the motion vectors 
of each pixel of the already-decoded small block, a statistic 
such as the maximum value, the minimum value, the inter­
mediate value, the mode, or the median may be used as 
described in the above items (1-1: encoding method) and 
(1-2: decoding method). 

[0150] Second Embodiment 

[0151] (1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Method 
and Motion Vector Decoding Method 

[0152] Hereinbelow, the motion vector predictive encod­
ing method and motion vector decoding method of the 
second embodiment according to the present invention will 
be explained. The present encoding and decoding methods 
differ from those of the first embodiment in an additional 
operation in which if the value of the predicted vector which 
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is obtained based on the global motion parameters is not 
within the range of the local motion vector, the predicted 
vector is clipped into the minimum value or the maximum 
value of the range. 

[0153] (1-1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Method 

[0154] Hereinafter, the motion vector predictive encoding 
method of the second embodiment will be explained with 
reference to the flowchart in FIG. 5. FIG. 5 shows a 
flowchart explaining the motion vector predictive encoding 
method of the second embodiment. In this figure, steps 
identical to those in the operations of the motion vector 
predictive encoding method as shown in FIG. 1 are given 
identical reference numbers, and detailed explanations are 
omitted here. 

[0155] The motion vector predictive encoding method as 
shown in FIG. 5 differs from that as shown in FIG. 1 in the 
point that after the representative motion vector is calculated 
in step S6, it is determined whether the value of the 
calculated representative motion vector is within a prede­
termined range, and if the value is not within the range, the 
clipping of the value of the representative motion vector is 
performed. 

[0156] That is, as shown in the first embodiment, if (i) the 
motion-compensating mode of the target small block is 
determined as the LMC in step Si, (ii) the encoding mode of 
the already-encoded small block is determined as the inter­
frame coding mode in step S2, and (iii) the motion-com­
pensating mode of the already-encoded small block is deter­
mined as the GMC in step S4, then in step S5, the motion 
vector of the translational motion model is calculated for 
each pixel of the already-encoded small block, based on the 
global motion vector GMV. 

[0157] In the next step S6, the average of the motion 
vectors ( calculated in the above step S5) of each pixel of the 
already-encoded small block is calculated, and the calcu­
lated average is determined as the representative motion 
vector. As in the motion vector predictive encoding method 
in the first embodiment, the representative motion vector 
may be not only the average of the motion vectors of each 
pixel of the already-encoded small block, but also a statistic 
such as the maximum value, the minimum value, the inter­
mediate value, the mode, or the median. 

[0158] In the next step S20, it is determined whether the 
value of the representative motion vector calculated in step 
S6 is within a predetermined range. If the value is not within 
the range, the operation shifts to step S21 where the above 
representative motion vector is clipped so as to make the 
value thereof within this range. 

[0159] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector (for example, the range 
defined by the "fcode" in the MPEG-4 as shown in List 1) 
is from MV min to MV max· If the value of the representative 
motion vector is less than MV min• then the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have value MV min· If the 
value of the representative motion vector exceeds MV max• 

then the representative motion vector is clipped so as to have 
value MV max· For example, if the motion vector range is 
from -64 to +63.5 in the case of "fcode=3" (refer to List 1) 
as defined in the MPEG-4, and the predicted vector vp 
determined based on the global motion parameters is (xpv, 
YPv)=(+102, +75), then these values are compulsively 
changed into ( 63 .5, 63 .5). 
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[0160] If it is determined in step S20 that the value of the 
representative motion vector is within the predetermined 
range, then the representative motion vector calculated in 
step S6 is determined as predicted vector vp. 

[0161] The operation then shifts to step S7, where a 
difference between the motion vector of the target small 
block and the predicted vector (i.e., the prediction error) is 
calculated. In the MPEG-4, three blocks such as the left, 
immediately above, and right-and-diagonally-above blocks 
are referred to as shown in FIG. 13. Therefore, the processes 
of steps S2-S6, S20, S21, and S7 are performed for each 
block, and the median of the three candidate blocks is 
determined as the prediction error. 

[0162] The operation then shifts to step S8 where the 
prediction error determined in step S7 is encoded, and the 
encoding operation of the second embodiment is finished. 

[0163] (1-2) Motion Vector Decoding Method 

[0164] Hereinbelow, the motion vector decoding method 
of the second embodiment will be explained with reference 
to the flowchart as shown in FIG. 6. FIG. 6 shows the 
flowchart explaining the motion vector decoding method of 
the second embodiment. In this figure, steps identical to 
those in the operations of the motion vector decoding 
method as shown in FIG. 2 are given identical reference 
numbers, and detailed explanations are omitted here. 

[0165] The motion vector decoding method as shown in 
FIG. 6 differs from that as shown in FIG. 2 in the point that 
after the representative motion vector is calculated in step 
S27, it is determined whether the value of the calculated 
representative motion vector is within a predetermined 
range, and if the value is not within the range, the clipping 
of the value of the representative motion vector is per­
formed. 

[0166] That is, as shown in the first embodiment, if the 
motion-compensating mode of the target small block is 
determined as the LMC in step S11, then in step S12, the 
prediction error is decoded. If (i) the encoding mode of the 
already-decoded small block is determined as the interframe 
coding mode in step S13, and (ii) the motion-compensating 
mode of the already-decoded small block is the GMC, then 
in step S16, the motion vector of the translational motion 
model is calculated for each pixel of the already-decoded 
small block, based on the global motion vector GMV. 

[0167] In the next step S17, the average of the motion 
vectors (calculated in the above step S16) of each pixel of 
the already-decoded small block is calculated, and the 
calculated average is determined as the representative 
motion vector. As in the motion vector decoding method in 
the first embodiment, the representative motion vector may 
be not only the average of the motion vectors of each pixel 
of the already-decoded small block, but also a statistic such 
as the maximum value, the minimum value, the intermediate 
value, the mode, or the median. 

[0168] In the next step S22, it is determined whether the 
value of the representative motion vector calculated in step 
Sl 7 is within a predetermined range. If the value is not 
within the range, the above representative motion vector is 
clipped so as to make the value thereof within the range. 

[0169] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector (for example, the range 
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defined by the "fcode" in the MPEG-4 as shown in List 1) 
is from MV min to MV max· If the value of the representative 
motion vector is less than MV min• then the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have value MV min• If the 
value of the representative motion vector exceeds MV max• 

then the representative motion vector is clipped so as to have 
value MV max· For example, if the motion vector range is 
from -64 to +63.5 in the case of "fcode=3" (refer to List 1) 
as defined in the MPEG-4, and the predicted vector vp 
determined based on the global motion parameters is (xpv, 
YPv)=(+102, +75), then these values are compulsively 
changed into ( 63 .5, 63 .5). 

[0170] If it is determined in step S22 that the value of the 
representative motion vector is within the predetermined 
range, then the representative motion vector calculated in 
step Sl 7 is determined as predicted vector vp. 

[0171] The operation then shifts to step S18, where the 
prediction error of the target small block calculated in step 
S12 and the predicted vector are added. In the MPEG-4, 
three blocks such as the left, immediately above, and right­
and-diagonally-above blocks are referred to as shown in 
FIG. 13. Therefore, the processes of steps S12-Sl 7, S22, 
S23, and S18 are performed for each block, and the median 
of the three candidate blocks is determined as the predicted 
vector. The decoding operation of the second embodiment is 
then finished. 

[0172] In the above-described motion vector predictive 
encoding method and motion vector decoding method, the 
clipping operation performed in step S21 (see FIG. 5) and 
step S23 (see FIG. 6) uses the maximum or minimum value 
of a predetermined range; however, the clipping may be 
performed at value 0. 

[0173] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector is from MV min to MV max· If 
the value of the representative motion vector is less than 
MV min• then the representative motion vector is clipped so 
as to have value 0. If the value of the representative motion 
vector exceeds MV max• then the representative motion vec­
tor is also clipped so as to have value 0. For example, if the 
motion vector range is from -64 to +63.5 in the case of 
"fcode=3" (refer to List 1) as defined in the MPEG-4, and 
the predicted vector vp determined based on the global 
motion parameters is (xpv, YPv)=(+102, +75), then these 
values are compulsively changed into (0, 0). 

[0174] (2) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Apparatus 
and Decoding Apparatus 

[0175] (2-1) Motion Vector Predictive Encoding Appara­
tus 

[0176] The motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
for performing the motion-vector predictive encoding 
according to the motion vector predictive encoding method 
(refer to FIG. 5) of the second embodiment will be 
explained with reference to FIG. 7. In FIG. 7, parts identical 
to those of the motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
shown in FIG. 3 are given identical reference numbers, and 
explanations thereof are omitted here. 

[0177] The motion vector predictive encoding apparatus 
shown in FIG. 7 differs from that in FIG. 3 in the point that 
representative-motion-vector clipping section 20 is provided 
between representative-motion-vector calculating section 2 
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and one of the input terminals of selector 3. The represen­
tative-motion-vector clipping section 20 determines whether 
the value of the representative motion vector output from the 
representative-motion-vector calculating section 2 is within 
a predetermined range. If the value is not within the range, 
the clipping section 20 clips the value of the representative 
motion vector to the maximum or minimum value of the 
range. 

[0178] According to the motion vector predictive encod­
ing apparatus having the above-explained structure, when a 
representative motion vector is calculated and output from 
the representative-motion-vector calculating section 2, that 
is, when processes corresponding to steps S5 and S6 in 
FIGS. 1 and 5 are performed in the representative-motion­
vector calculating section 2, then in the representative­
motion-vector clipping section 20, it is determined whether 
the value of the representative motion vector calculated in 
the representative-motion-vector calculating section 2 is 
within a predetermined range (this process corresponds to 
step S20 in FIG. 5). 

[0179] If the value of the representative motion vector is 
not within the predetermined range, the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have a value within this 
range (this process corresponds to step S21 in FIG. 5), and 
the representative motion vector after the clipping is output 
into the selector 3. If the value of the representative motion 
vector is within the predetermined range, the original rep­
resentative motion vector calculated in the representative­
motion-vector calculating section 2 is output into the selec­
tor 3. 

[0180] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector (for example, the range 
defined by the "fcode" in the MPEG-4 as shown in List 1) 
is from MV min to MV max· If the value of the representative 
motion vector is less than MV min• then the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have value MV min· If the 
value of the representative motion vector exceeds MV max• 

then the representative motion vector is clipped so as to have 
value MV max· For example, if the motion vector range is 
from -64 to +63.5 in the case of "fcode=3" (refer to List 1) 
as defined in the MPEG-4, and the predicted vector vp 
determined based on the global motion parameters is (xpv, 
YPv)=(+102, +75), then these values are compulsively 
changed into (63.5, 63.5). 

[0181] The clipping operation performed in the represen­
tative-motion-vector clipping section 20 uses the maximum 
or minimum value of a predetermined range; however, the 
clipping may be performed at value 0. 

[0182] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector is from MV min to MV max· If 
the value of the representative motion vector is less than 
MV min• then the representative motion vector is clipped so 
as to have value 0. If the value of the representative motion 
vector exceeds MV max• then the representative motion vec­
tor is also clipped so as to have value 0. For example, if the 
motion vector range is from -64 to +63.5 in the case of 
"fcode=3" (refer to List 1) as defined in the MPEG-4, and 
the predicted vector vp determined based on the global 
motion parameters is (xpv, YPv)=(+102, +75), then these 
values are compulsively changed into (0, 0). 

[0183] Accordingly, the motion vector predictive encod­
ing apparatus for performing the motion-vector predictive 
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encoding according to the motion vector predictive encoding 
method as shown in the flowchart of FIG. 5 can be realized. 

[0184] (2-2) Motion Vector Decoding Apparatus 

[0185] The motion vector decoding apparatus for perform­
ing the motion-vector decoding according to the motion 
vector decoding method (refer to FIG. 6) of the second 
embodiment will be explained with reference to FIG. 8. In 
FIG. 8, parts identical to those of the motion vector decod­
ing apparatus shown in FIG. 4 are given identical reference 
numbers, and explanations thereof are omitted here. 

[0186] The motion vector decoding apparatus shown in 
FIG. 8 differs from that in FIG. 4 in the point that repre­
sentative-motion-vector clipping section 21 is provided 
between representative-motion-vector calculating section 12 
and one of the input terminals of selector 13. The represen­
tative-motion-vector clipping section 21 determines whether 
the value of the representative motion vector output from the 
representative-motion-vector calculating section 12 is 
within a predetermined range. If the value is not within the 
range, the clipping section 21 clips the value of the repre­
sentative motion vector to the maximum or minimum value 
of the range. 

[0187] According to the motion vector decoding apparatus 
having the above-explained structure, when a representative 
motion vector is calculated and output from the representa­
tive-motion-vector calculating section 12, that is, when 
processes corresponding to steps S16 and S17 in FIGS. 2 
and 6 are performed in the representative-motion-vector 
calculating section 12, then in the representative-motion­
vector clipping section 21, it is determined whether the value 
of the representative motion vector calculated in the repre­
sentative-motion-vector calculating section 12 is within a 
predetermined range (this process corresponds to step S22 in 
FIG. 6). 

[0188] If the value of the representative motion vector is 
not within the predetermined range, the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have a value within this 
range (this process corresponds to step S22 in FIG. 6), and 
the representative motion vector after the clipping is output 
into the selector 13. If the value of the representative motion 
vector is within the predetermined range, the original rep­
resentative motion vector calculated in the representative­
motion-vector calculating section 12 is output into the 
selector 13. 

[0189] Here, 1t 1s assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector (for example, the range 
defined by the "fcode" in the MPEG-4 as shown in List 1) 
is from MV min to MV max· If the value of the representative 
motion vector is less than MV min• then the representative 
motion vector is clipped so as to have value MV min· If the 
value of the representative motion vector exceeds MV max• 

then the representative motion vector is clipped so as to have 
value MV max· For example, if the motion vector range is 
from -64 to +63.5 in the case of "fcode=3" (refer to List 1) 
as defined in the MPEG-4, and the predicted vector vp 
determined based on the global motion parameters is (xpv, 
YPv)=(+102, +75), then these values are compulsively 
changed into ( 63 .5, 63 .5). 

[0190] The clipping operation performed in the represen­
tative-motion-vector clipping section 21 uses the maximum 
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or minimum value of a predetermined range; however, the 
clipping may be performed at value 0. 

[0191] Here, it is assumed that the possible range for 
representing the motion vector is from MV min to MV max· If 
the value of the representative motion vector is less than 
MV min• then the representative motion vector is clipped so 
as to have value 0. If the value of the representative motion 
vector exceeds MV max• then the representative motion vec­
tor is also clipped so as to have value 0. For example, if the 
motion vector range is from -64 to +63.5 in the case of 
"fcode=3" (refer to List 1) as defined in the MPEG-4, and 
the predicted vector vp determined based on the global 
motion parameters is (xpv, YPv)=(+102, +75), then these 
values are compulsively changed into (0, 0). 

[0192] Accordingly, the motion vector decoding apparatus 
for performing the motion-vector decoding according to the 
motion vector decoding method as shown in the flowchart of 
FIG. 6 can be realized. 

[0193] In the above first and second embodiments, pro­
grams for executing the following operations may be stored 
in a computer-readable storage medium such as a CD-ROM 
or a floppy disk, and each program stored in the storage 
medium may be loaded and executed by a computer so as to 
perform the motion vector predictive encoding: the motion­
vector predictive encoding operations as shown in the flow­
charts of FIG. 1 and FIG. 5, and operations of motion vector 
memory 1, representative-motion-vector calculating section 
2, selector 3, subtracter 4, motion-vector encoding sections 
5 and 6 in the block diagram of FIG. 3, and representative­
motion-vector clipping section 20 in the block diagram of 
FIG. 7. 

[0194] Similarly, in order to perform the motion vector 
decoding, programs for executing the following operations 
may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium such 
as a CD-ROM or a floppy disk, and each program stored in 
the storage medium may be loaded and executed by a 
computer: the motion-vector decoding operations as shown 
in the flowcharts of FIG. 2 and FIG. 6, and operations of 
motion-vector decoding sections 10 and 11, representative­
motion-vector calculating section 12, selector 13, motion 
vector memory 14, adder 15, and representative-motion­
vector clipping section 21 in the block diagram of FIG. 8. 

[0195] The present invention is not limited to the above­
described embodiments, but various variations and applica­
tions are possible in the scope of the claimed invention. 

1. A motion vector predictive encoding method in which 
a target frame to be encoded is divided into small blocks and 
a motion-compensating method to be applied to each target 
small block to be encoded is selectable from among a 
plurality of motion-compensating methods, wherein: 

when the motion vector of the target small block is 
predicted based on the motion vector of an already­
encoded small block, if the motion model of the motion 
vector of the target small block differs from the motion 
model of the motion vector of the already-encoded 
small block, then the motion vector of the target small 
block is predicted by converting the motion vector of 
the already-encoded small block for the prediction into 
one suitable for the motion model of the motion vector 
used in the motion-compensating method of the target 
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small block, and calculating a predicted vector, and a 
prediction error of the motion vector is encoded. 

2. A motion vector predictive encoding method in which 
a target frame to be encoded is divided into small blocks and 
a global motion-compensating method and a local motion­
compensating method are switchable for each target small 
block to be encoded, wherein: 

when the motion vector of the target small block is 
predicted based on the motion vector of an already­
encoded small block, if the motion-compensating 
method of the target small block differs from the 
motion-compensating method of the already-encoded 
small block, then the motion vector of the target small 
block is predicted by converting the format of the 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block for 
the prediction into a format of the motion vector used 
in the motion-compensating method of the target small 
block, and a prediction error of the motion vector is 
encoded. 

3. A motion vector predictive encoding method as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein if the motion-compensating method used 
for the target small block is the local motion-compensating 
method and the motion-compensating method used for the 
already-encoded small block for the prediction is the global 
motion-compensating method, then a local motion vector of 
the already-encoded small block is calculated based on the 
global motion vector, a predicted vector with respect to the 
motion vector of the target small block is calculated, and the 
prediction error of the motion vector is encoded. 

4. A motion vector predictive encoding method as claimed 
in any one of claims 1-3, wherein if the value of the 
predicted vector with respect to the motion vector of the 
target small block is not within a predetermined range, the 
predicted vector is clipped so as to have a value within the 
predetermined range. 

5. A motion vector predictive encoding method as claimed 
in any one of claims 1-3, wherein if the value of the 
predicted vector with respect to the motion vector of the 
target small block is not within a predetermined range, the 
value of the predicted vector is set to 0. 

6. A motion vector decoding method for decoding a 
motion vector which was encoded using the motion vector 
predictive encoding method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
if the motion model of the motion vector of a target small 
block to be decoded differs from the motion model of the 
motion vector of the already-decoded small block, then the 
motion vector of the already-decoded small block is con­
verted into one suitable for the motion model of the motion 
vector used in the motion-compensating method of the target 
small block, and a predicted vector with respect to the 
motion vector of the target small block is calculated, and the 
motion vector is decoded by adding the prediction error to 
the predicted vector. 

7. A motion vector decoding method for decoding a 
motion vector which was encoded using the motion vector 
predictive encoding method as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
if the motion-compensating method of the target small block 
to be decoded differs from the motion-compensating method 
of the already-decoded small block, then the format of the 
motion vector of the already-decoded small block is con­
verted into a format of the motion vector used in the 
motion-compensating method of the target small block, and 
a predicted vector of the motion vector of the target small 
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block is calculated, and the motion vector is decoded by 
adding the prediction error to the predicted vector. 

8. A motion vector decoding method for decoding a 
motion vector which was encoded using the motion vector 
predictive encoding method as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
if the motion-compensating method used for the target small 
block to be decoded is the local motion-compensating 
method and the motion-compensating method used for the 
already-decoded small block for the prediction is the global 
motion-compensating method, then a local motion vector of 
the already-decoded small block is calculated based on the 
global motion vector, a predicted vector with respect to the 
motion vector of the target small block is calculated, and the 
motion vector is decoded by adding the prediction error to 
the predicted vector. 

9. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in any 
one of claims 6-8, wherein if the value of the predicted 
vector is not within a predetermined range, the predicted 
vector is clipped so as to have a value within the predeter­
mined range. 

10. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in any 
one of claims 6-8, wherein if the value of the predicted 
vector is not within a predetermined range, the value of the 
predicted vector is set to 0. 

11. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters 
with respect to the motion vector than parameters of the 
above motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
other motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

12. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters of 
the motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, a representative motion vector of the small block is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other motion 
model determined for each pixel in the small block. 

13. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters 
with respect to the motion vector than parameters of the 
above motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
other motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

14. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters 
with respect to the motion vector than parameters of the 
above motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
other motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

15. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters 
with respect to the motion vector than parameters of the 
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above motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
other motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

16. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
6, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in another 
motion model having fewer parameters with respect to the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion model, 
a representative motion vector of the small block is calcu­
lated based on the motion vector in the other motion model 
determined for each pixel in the small block. 

17. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
7, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in another 
motion model having fewer parameters with respect to the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion model, 
a representative motion vector of the small block is calcu­
lated based on the motion vector in the other motion model 
determined for each pixel in the small block. 

18. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
8, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in another 
motion model having fewer parameters with respect to the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion model, 
a representative motion vector of the small block is calcu­
lated based on the motion vector in the other motion model 
determined for each pixel in the small block. 

19. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
9, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in another 
motion model having fewer parameters with respect to the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion model, 
a representative motion vector of the small block is calcu­
lated based on the motion vector in the other motion model 
determined for each pixel in the small block. 

20. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
10, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in 
any motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters with respect 
to the motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, a representative motion vector of the small block is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other motion 
model determined for each pixel in the small block. 

21. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

22. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

23. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
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motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

24. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

25. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein when the motion vector of the 
small block in any motion model is converted into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

26. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
6, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a trans­
lational motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
translational motion model determined for each pixel in the 
small block. 

27. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
7, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a trans­
lational motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
translational motion model determined for each pixel in the 
small block. 

28. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
8, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a trans­
lational motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
translational motion model determined for each pixel in the 
small block. 

29. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
9, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a trans­
lational motion model, a representative motion vector of the 
small block is calculated based on the motion vector in the 
translational motion model determined for each pixel in the 
small block. 

30. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
10, wherein when the motion vector of the small block in 
any motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, a representative motion vector 
of the small block is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each pixel 
in the small block. 

31. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 21, wherein in the calculation of the 
representative motion vector, each component of the repre­
sentative motion vector is set to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and mini­
mum value, which is calculated for each component of the 
motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

32. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 22, wherein in the calculation of the 
representative motion vector, each component of the repre­
sentative motion vector is set to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and mini-
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mum value, which is calculated for each component of the 
motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

33. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 23, wherein in the calculation of the 
representative motion vector, each component of the repre­
sentative motion vector is set to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and mini­
mum value, which is calculated for each component of the 
motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

34. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 24, wherein in the calculation of the 
representative motion vector, each component of the repre­
sentative motion vector is set to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and mini­
mum value, which is calculated for each component of the 
motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

35. A motion vector predictive encoding method as 
claimed in claim 25, wherein in the calculation of the 
representative motion vector, each component of the repre­
sentative motion vector is set to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and mini­
mum value, which is calculated for each component of the 
motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

36. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
26, wherein in the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to one of the average, intermediate value, median, 
mode, maximum value, and minimum value, which is cal­
culated for each component of the motion vector in the 
translational motion model of each pixel in the small block. 

37. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
27, wherein in the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to one of the average, intermediate value, median, 
mode, maximum value, and minimum value, which is cal­
culated for each component of the motion vector in the 
translational motion model of each pixel in the small block. 

38. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
28, wherein in the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to one of the average, intermediate value, median, 
mode, maximum value, and minimum value, which is cal­
culated for each component of the motion vector in the 
translational motion model of each pixel in the small block. 

39. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
29, wherein in the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to one of the average, intermediate value, median, 
mode, maximum value, and minimum value, which is cal­
culated for each component of the motion vector in the 
translational motion model of each pixel in the small block. 

40. A motion vector decoding method as claimed in claim 
30, wherein in the calculation of the representative motion 
vector, each component of the representative motion vector 
is set to one of the average, intermediate value, median, 
mode, maximum value, and minimum value, which is cal­
culated for each component of the motion vector in the 
translational motion model of each pixel in the small block. 

41. A motion vector predictive encoding method in which 
interframe prediction is performed using one of a global 
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motion-compensating method for predicting a global motion 
or deformation of an entire frame and a local motion­
compensating method for predicting a local motion for each 
block, the encoding method comprising the steps of: 

determining the motion-compensating mode used for a 
target small block to be encoded; 

determining the encoding mode of an already-encoded 
small block if the motion-compensating mode of the 
target small block is the local motion compensation; 

setting the value of the motion vector of the already­
encoded small block to O if the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block is the intraframe coding; 

determining the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-encoded small block if the encoding mode of 
the already-encoded small block is the interframe cod­
ing; 

calculating a motion vector for each pixel of the already­
encoded small block based on global motion param­
eters if the motion-compensating mode of the already­
encoded small block 1s the global motion 
compensation; 

calculating a representative motion vector of the already­
encoded small block by using a predetermined method, 
based on the motion vector determined for each pixel; 

determining whether the value of the representative 
motion vector is within a predetermined range; 

clipping the representative motion vector to have a value 
within the predetermined range or setting the value of 
the representative motion vector to O if the value of the 
representative motion vector is not within a predeter­
mined range; 

calculating a prediction error which is a difference 
between the motion vector of the already-encoded 
small block and a predicted vector; and 

encoding the calculated prediction error. 
42. A motion vector decoding method corresponding to 

the motion vector predictive encoding method as claimed in 
claim 41, the decoding method comprising the steps of: 

determining the motion-compensating mode used for the 
target small block to be decoded; 

decoding the prediction error of the motion vector if the 
motion-compensating mode of the target small block is 
the local motion compensation; 

determining the encoding mode of the already-decoded 
small block; 

setting the value of the motion vector of the already­
decoded small block to O if the encoding mode of the 
already-decoded small block is the intraframe coding; 

determining the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-decoded small block if the encoding mode of 
the already-decoded small block is the interframe cod­
ing; 

calculating a motion vector for each pixel of a reference 
block based on global motion parameters if the motion­
compensating mode of the already-decoded small 
block is the global motion compensation; 
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calculating a representative motion vector of the block by 
using a predetermined method, based on the motion 
vector determined for each pixel; 

determining whether the value of the representative 
motion vector is within a predetermined range; 

clipping the representative motion vector to have a value 
within the predetermined range or setting the value of 
the representative motion vector to O if the value of the 
representative motion vector is not within a predeter­
mined range; and 

adding the prediction error of the already-decoded small 
block to the predicted vector. 

43. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus in 
which a target frame to be encoded is divided into small 
blocks and a global motion-compensating method and a 
local motion-compensating method are switchable for each 
target small block to be encoded, the apparatus comprising: 

already-encoded small block storing means for storing an 
input local motion vector of a target small block to be 
encoded, and outputting the stored motion vector as a 
local motion vector of an already-encoded small block 
when a next local motion vector of a target small block 
is input; 

predicted vector calculating means for calculating a pre­
dicted vector of the motion vector of the target small 
block by converting the format of an input global 
motion vector into the format of the local motion vector 
for each small block, and outputting the calculated 
predicted vector as the predicted vector of a target small 
block when a next local motion vector of the target 
small block is input; 

predicted vector choosing means for choosing the pre­
dicted vector calculated by the predicted vector calcu­
lating means if the motion-compensating method of the 
target small block is the local motion-compensating 
method and the motion-compensating method of the 
already-encoded small block for prediction is the global 
motion-compensating method, or choosing the local 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block out­
put from the already-encoded small block storing 
means as a predicted vector if the motion-compensating 
methods of the target small block and the already­
encoded small block are the local motion-compensat­
ing method; 

prediction error outputting means for outputting a predic­
tion error with respect to the motion vector of the target 
small block based on the predicted vector chosen by the 
predicted vector choosing means and the input motion 
vector of the target small block; and 

encoding means for encoding the prediction error output 
from the prediction error outputting means and the 
input global motion vector. 

44. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
claimed in claim 43, further comprising: 

clipping means for clipping the predicted vector calcu­
lated by the predicted vector calculating means to have 
a value within a predetermined range if the value of the 
predicted vector is not within the predetermined range. 

45. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
claimed in claim 43, further comprising: 
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clipping means for setting the value of the converted local 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block to 0 
if the value of the predicted vector calculated by the 
predicted vector calculating means is not within a 
predetermined range. 

46. A motion vector decoding apparatus for decoding the 
motion vector encoded by the motion vector predictive 
encoding apparatus as claimed in claim 43, the decoding 
apparatus comprising: 

decoding means for the encoded prediction error of the 
target small block to be decoded and the encoded global 
motion vector; 

already-decoded small block storing means for storing the 
local motion vector of the already-decoded small block, 
which was decoded by the motion vector decoding 
apparatus, and outputting the stored motion vector 
when next the prediction error is decoded by the 
decoding means; 

predicted vector calculating means for calculating, when 
the global motion vector is decoded by the decoding 
means, a predicted vector of the motion vector of the 
target small block by converting the global motion 
vector into a local motion vector for each small block, 
and outputting the calculated predicted vector when 
next the prediction error is decoded by the decoding 
means; 

predicted vector choosing means for choosing the pre­
dicted vector output from the predicted vector calcu­
lating means if the motion-compensating method with 
respect to the prediction error decoded by the decoding 
means is the local motion-compensating method and 
the motion-compensating method of the already-de­
coded small block for prediction is the global motion­
compensating method, or choosing the local motion 
vector of the already-decoded small block output from 
the already-decoded small block storing means as a 
predicted vector if the motion-compensating methods 
of the prediction error and the already-decoded small 
block are the local motion-compensating method; and 

motion vector decoding means for decoding the motion 
vector by adding the prediction error decoded by the 
above decoding means to the predicted vector chosen 
by the predicted vector choosing means. 

47. A motion vector decoding apparatus as claimed in 
claim 46, further comprising: 

clipping means for clipping the predicted vector calcu­
lated by the predicted vector calculating means to have 
a value within a predetermined range if the value of the 
predicted vector is not within the predetermined range. 

48. A motion vector decoding apparatus as claimed in 
claim 46, further comprising: 

clipping means for setting the value of the converted local 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block to 0 
if the value of the predicted vector calculated by the 
predicted vector calculating means is not within a 
predetermined range. 

49. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
claimed in any one of claims 43-45, wherein when the 
predicted vector calculating means converts the motion 
vector of the small block in any motion model into a motion 
vector in another motion model having fewer parameters of 
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the motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, a representative motion vector of the small block is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other motion 
model determined for each pixel in the small block. 

50. A motion vector decoding apparatus as claimed in any 
one of claims 46-48, wherein when the predicted vector 
calculating means converts the motion vector of the small 
block in any motion model into a motion vector in another 
motion model having fewer parameters of the motion vector 
than parameters of the above motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the other motion model determined for 
each pixel in the small block. 

51. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
claimed in any one of claims 43-45, wherein when the 
predicted vector calculating means converts the motion 
vector of the small block in any motion model into a motion 
vector in a translational motion model, a representative 
motion vector of the small block is calculated based on the 
motion vector in the translational motion model determined 
for each pixel in the small block. 

52. A motion vector decoding apparatus as claimed in any 
one of claims 46-48, wherein when the predicted vector 
calculating means converts the motion vector of the small 
block in any motion model into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, a representative motion vector 
of the small block is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each pixel 
in the small block. 

53. A motion vector predictive encoding apparatus as 
claimed in claim 51, wherein when the predicted vector 
calculating means calculates the predicted vector, each com­
ponent of the predicted vector is set to one of the average, 
intermediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each component of 
the motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

54. A motion vector decoding apparatus as claimed in 
claim 52, wherein when the predicted vector calculating 
means calculates the predicted vector, each component of 
the representative motion vector is set to one of the average, 
intermediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each component of 
the motion vector in the translational motion model of each 
pixel in the small block. 

55. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program for executing motion 
vector predictive encoding in which a target frame to be 
encoded is divided into small blocks and a motion-compen­
sating method to be applied to each target small block to be 
encoded is selectable from among a plurality of motion­
compensating methods, the program including the steps of: 

calculating a predicted vector when the motion vector of 
the target small block is predicted based on the motion 
vector of an already-encoded small block, wherein if 
the motion model of the motion vector of the target 
small block differs from the motion model of the 
motion vector of the already-encoded small block, then 
the motion vector of the already-encoded small block 
for the prediction is converted into a motion vector 
suitable for the motion model used in the motion­
compensating method of the target small block; and 
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predicting the motion vector of the already-encoded small 
block based on the calculated predicted vector, and 
encoding a prediction error of the motion vector. 

56. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program for executing motion 
vector predictive encoding in which a target frame to be 
encoded is divided into small blocks and a global motion­
compensating method and a local motion-compensating 
method are switchable for each target small block to be 
encoded, the program including the steps of: 

converting the format of the motion vector when the 
motion vector of the target small block is predicted 
based on the motion vector of an already-encoded small 
block, wherein if the motion-compensating method of 
the target small block differs from the motion-compen­
sating method of the already-encoded small block, then 
the format of the motion vector of the already-encoded 
small block for the prediction is converted into a format 
of the motion vector used in the motion-compensating 
method of the target small block; and 

predicting the motion vector of the already-encoded small 
block based on the predicted vector in the converted 
format, and encoding a prediction error of the motion 
vector. 

57. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 56, 
including the steps of: 

calculating a local motion vector of the already-encoded 
small block based on the global motion vector if the 
motion-compensating method used for the target small 
block is the local motion-compensating method and the 
motion-compensating method used for the already­
encoded small block for the prediction is the global 
motion-compensating method; and 

calculating a predicted vector with respect to the motion 
vector of the target small block, and encoding the 
prediction error of the motion vector. 

58. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in any one of 
claims 55-57, including the step of: 

clipping the predicted vector with respect to the motion 
vector of the target small block so as to have a value 
within a predetermined range if the value of the pre­
dicted vector is not within the predetermined range. 

59. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in any one of 
claims 55-57, including the step of: 

setting the value of the predicted vector with respect to the 
motion vector of the target small block to O if the value 
of the predicted vector is not within a predetermined 
range. 

60. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program for decoding the motion vector 
which was encoded by executing the motion vector predic­
tive encoding program as claimed in claim 55, the decoding 
program including the steps of: 

converting the motion vector of the already-decoded 
small block into a motion vector suitable for the motion 
model used in the motion-compensating method of a 
target small block to be decoded if the motion model of 
the motion vector of the target small block differs from 
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the motion model of the motion vector of the already­
decoded small block, and calculating a predicted vector 
with respect to the motion vector of the target small 
block; and 

decoding the motion vector by adding the prediction error 
to the predicted vector. 

61. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program for decoding the motion vector 
which was encoded by executing the motion vector predic­
tive encoding program as claimed in claim 56, the decoding 
program including the steps of: 

converting the format of the motion vector of the already­
decoded small block into a format of the motion vector 
used in the motion-compensating method of the target 
small block to be decoded if the motion-compensating 
method of the target small block differs from the 
motion-compensating method of the already-decoded 
small block, and calculating a predicted vector of the 
motion vector of the target small block; and 

decoding the motion vector by adding the prediction error 
to the predicted vector. 

62. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program for decoding the motion vector 
which was encoded by executing the motion vector predic­
tive encoding program as claimed in claim 57, the decoding 
program including the steps of: 

calculating a local motion vector of the already-decoded 
small block for the prediction based on the global 
motion vector if the motion-compensating method used 
for the target small block to be decoded is the local 
motion-compensating method and the motion-compen­
sating method used for the already-decoded small block 
is the global motion-compensating method, and calcu­
lating a predicted vector with respect to the motion 
vector of the target small block; and 

decoding the motion vector by adding the prediction error 
to the predicted vector. 

63. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in any one of claims 
60-62, including the step of: 

clipping the predicted vector so as to have a value within 
a predetermined range if the value of the predicted 
vector is not within the predetermined range. 

64. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in any one of claims 
60-62, including the step of: 

setting the value of the predicted vector to O if the value 
of the predicted vector is not within a predetermined 
range. 

65. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 55, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
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calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

66. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 56, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

67. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 57, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

68. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 58, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

69. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 59, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

70. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 60, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 
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71. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 61, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

72. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 62, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

73. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 63, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

74. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 64, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in 
another motion model having fewer parameters of the 
motion vector than parameters of the above motion 
model, wherein the representative motion vector is 
calculated based on the motion vector in the other 
motion model determined for each pixel in the small 
block. 

75. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 55, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

76. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 56, 
including the step of: 
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calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

77. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 57, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

78. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 58, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

79. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 59, 
including the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

80. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 60, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

81. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 61, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

82. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 62, including 
the step of: 
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calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

83. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 63, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

84. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 64, including 
the step of: 

calculating a representative motion vector of the small 
block when the motion vector of the small block in any 
motion model is converted into a motion vector in a 
translational motion model, wherein the representative 
motion vector is calculated based on the motion vector 
in the translational motion model determined for each 
pixel in the small block. 

85. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 75, 
including the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

86. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 76, 
including the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

87. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 77, 
including the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

88. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 78, 
including the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo-
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nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

89. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program as claimed in claim 79, 
including the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

90. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 80, including 
the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

91. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 81, including 
the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

92. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 82, including 
the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

93. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 83, including 
the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

94. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector decoding program as claimed in claim 84, including 
the step of: 

calculating the representative motion vector by setting 
each component thereof to one of the average, inter­
mediate value, median, mode, maximum value, and 
minimum value, which is calculated for each compo­
nent of the motion vector in the translational motion 
model of each pixel in the small block. 

95. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 
vector predictive encoding program in which interframe 
prediction is performed using one of a global motion­
compensating method for predicting a global motion or 
deformation of an entire frame and a local motion-compen-
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sating method for predicting a local motion for each block, 
the program including the steps of: 

determining the motion-compensating mode used for a 
target small block to be encoded; 

determining the encoding mode of an already-encoded 
small block if the motion-compensating mode of the 
target small block is the local motion compensation; 

setting the value of the motion vector of the already­
encoded small block to O if the encoding mode of the 
already-encoded small block is the intraframe coding; 

determining the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-encoded small block if the encoding mode of 
the already-encoded small block is the interframe cod­
ing; 

calculating a motion vector for each pixel of the already­
encoded small block based on global motion param­
eters if the motion-compensating mode of the already­
encoded small block 1s the global motion 
compensation; 

calculating a representative motion vector of the already­
encoded small block by using a predetermined method, 
based on the motion vector determined for each pixel; 

determining whether the value of the representative 
motion vector is within a predetermined range; 

clipping the representative motion vector to have a value 
within the predetermined range or setting the value of 
the representative motion vector to O if the value of the 
representative motion vector is not within a predeter­
mined range; 

calculating a prediction error which is a difference 
between the motion vector of the already-encoded 
small block and a predicted vector; and 

encoding the calculated prediction error. 
96. A computer-readable storage medium storing a motion 

vector decoding program for decoding the motion vector 
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which was encoded by executing the motion vector predic­
tive encoding program as claimed in claim 95, the decoding 
program including the steps of: 

determining the motion-compensating mode used for the 
target small block to be decoded; 

decoding the prediction error of the motion vector if the 
motion-compensating mode of the target small block is 
the local motion compensation; 

determining the encoding mode of the already-decoded 
small block; 

setting the value of the motion vector of the already­
decoded small block to O if the encoding mode of the 
already-decoded small block is the intraframe coding; 

determining the motion-compensating mode of the 
already-decoded small block if the encoding mode of 
the already-decoded small block is the interframe cod­
ing; 

calculating a motion vector for each pixel of a reference 
block based on global motion parameters if the motion­
compensating mode of the already-decoded small 
block is the global motion compensation; 

calculating a representative motion vector of the block by 
using a predetermined method, based on the motion 
vector determined for each pixel; 

determining whether the value of the representative 
motion vector is within a predetermined range; 

clipping the representative motion vector to have a value 
within the predetermined range or setting the value of 
the representative motion vector to O if the value of the 
representative motion vector is not within a predeter­
mined range; and 

adding the prediction error of the already-decoded small 
block to the predicted vector. 

* * * * * 
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