
 

 

 

May 17, 2023 

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Ascentcare Dental, Inc. 
c/o Austin Ritter, Founder and CEO 
335 North Griffin Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
RE:   Notice of Infringement of U.S. Patent Nos. 11,589,969, 11,589,970, D962,438, 

D962,439 

Dear Mr. Ritter: 

We represent Solmetex, LLC (“Solmetex”) in connection with intellectual property matters  and 
write regarding Ascentcare Dental Product’s infringing Vaculux isolation mouthpieces (the 
“Unauthorized Products”). If Ascentcare will be represented by counsel in connection with this 
matter, please direct future communications to my attention through your represented counsel.   

Solmetex is the sole owner of all rights and title to U.S. Patent Nos. 11,589,969 (“the ‘696 
patent”), 11,589,970 (“the ‘970 patent”), D962,438 (“the ‘438 patent”), and D962,439 (“the ‘439 
patent”) (collectively, the “Solmetex Patents”) and other intellectual property rights.1 Copies of 
the Solmetex Patents are attached hereto as Exhibits A-D. 

Ascentcare’s Unauthorized Products infringe one or more claims of each of the Solmetex Patents. 
Claim charts exemplifying Ascentcare’s infringement of the Solmetex Patents are attached hereto 
as Exhibits E-H. These claim charts are provided by way of example only and without limitation 
to any other positions or arguments by Solmetex. 

Ascentcare’s past and continuing infringement renders it liable to Solmetex, which is entitled to 
injunctive relief and damages, including disgorgement and treble damages for intentional 
infringement, and attorney fees pursuant to 35 United States Code §§ 271, 283, 284, 285, and 
289. With respect to the ‘969 and ‘970 utility patents, Solmetex is entitled to “damages adequate 
to compensate for the infringement, but in no event less than a reasonable royalty for the use made 
of the invention by the infringer, together with interest and costs.” 35 U.S.C. § 284.  With respect 
to the ‘438 and ‘439 design patents, 35 U.S.C. § 289 provides that Solmetex may recover 
Ascentcare’s “total profit” for selling “any colorable imitation” of Solmetex’s patented designs.    

Solmetex values its intellectual property rights and takes the matter seriously. Accordingly, 
Solmetex demands that Ascentcare immediately comply with the following: 

 
1 Additional Solmetex patents relevant to this matter include U.S. Patent Nos. 8,911,232, 
9,788,924, 11,576,764, D734,851, D809,660, D876,627, and other pending applications. 
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1. Cease and desist all making, using selling or offering to sell, and importing the 

Unauthorized Products, and any other infringing products in all channels, including 
through Ascentcare’s website, within the United States; and  
 

2. Provide an accounting of all sales, offers to sell, uses, installations or other transactions 
in order to understand the quantum of customers, uses, revenue or proceeds associated 
with the Unauthorized Products in the United States. 

 
Please confirm in writing by June 2, 2023, that Ascentcare has complied with the above and 
further provide the requested information by that date.  

Ascentcare is now on notice of Solmetex’s patent rights and the manner of Ascentcare’s 
infringement of the same. Any further making, using, selling, offering to sell, and/or importing of 
the Unauthorized Products will be deemed to constitute willful infringement.  

This letter is not intended to be, and should not be construed as, a full recitation of all outstanding 
and legal issues, and nothing in this letter is meant or should be construed to waive or limit any 
rights, claims, or defenses, all of which are expressly and formally reserved. We appreciate your 
attention to this matter and look forward to hearing from you and your immediate compliance 
with the above-mentioned demands. 

 
Regards, 
 
Daniel J. Burnham 
 
Daniel J. Burnham 
Partner 
  
 
 
 Cc: Lauren Nagel, Solmetex, Inc., Chief Operating Officer 
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