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120 bifurcation • bilateral 

bi,fur,ca,tlon \ ,bi·(,)far-'ka-sh~n\ 11 (1615) 1 a : the point at which bi­
furcating occurs b : BRANCH 2 : the act of b ifurcating : the state of 
being bifurcated 

1 blg \'bis\ a{lj b(g,ger; blg,ges t [ME, peril. of Scnnd o rigin; akin to 
Norw dial. bugge Important man] (14c) 1 a obs : of great strength b 
: of great force (a ~ storm) 2 a : large or great in dimensions, bulk, 
o r extent (a ~ house): also : large or great in q uantity, number, or 
amount ( a ,.._ fleet) b : opt::rating on a large scale <......., government) 
c : CAPITAL l 3 a : PREGNANT: esp : nearly ready to give birth b 
: full to bursting : SWELUNG <~ with rage) c of the voice : full and 
resonant 4 a : CHIEF, PREEMINENT (the~ issue of the campaign) b 
: outstandingly worthy or able (a truly ~ man) c : of great impor­
tam.:t: or signHil.:ance (the ,,...._, mome nt) d : [MPOSJNO, PRETENTIOUS; 
also : marked by or given to boasting <~ ta lk) e : MAGNANIMOUS, 
GENEROUS (was ~ about it) 5 : POPULAR (soft d rinks al'C very~ in 
Me><.ico -Russ Leadabrand) 6 : full-bodied and flavorful - used of 
wine - big,ly adv - biQ•ness 11 - b ig on : strongly favoring or lik· 
ing; also : noted for (she ,s big on blushing -Arnold Hano) 

2 big adv (1556) 1 : In a loud or declamatory manner; also : in a boast· 
Ing manner (talk ~> 2 a : to a large amount or extent (won ~> b 
: on a large scale (think~> 3: HARD (hits her forehand~) 

3b ig 11 (1833) : an individual or organization of outstanding importance 
or power; esp : MI\JOR LEAGUE - usu. used in pl. (playing in the ~s) 

big,a,mous \'bi-go-mos\ adj (1671) 1 : guilty of bigamy (a ~ man) 
2 : involving bigamy (a~ marriage) - big,a ,mous, ly adv 

big,a,my \ ' bi-:Jp •mc\ 11 [ME b/gamie, fr. ML bigamia, fr. L bi- + LL 
-gamia -gamy] (J4c): the act of entering into a marriage with one per­
son while still legally married to another - blg•a•mlst \·mist\ 11 

bl,ga,rade \ ,bc-gii-' riid\ 11 [F, fr. Oecitan bigan·ado, fr. biga,ra to varie­
gate] (1658) 1 : SOUR ORANGE 2 : a brown sauce flavored with the 
juice and grated rind of oranges 

big band n (1917) : a band that is larger than a combo and that usu. 
features a mixture of e nsemble playing and solo improvisation typical 
of jazz or swing 

big bang 11 (I 950) : the cosmic explosion that marked the beginning of 
the universe according to the big bang theory - compare DIG CRUNCH 

big bang theory 11 (I 955) : a theory in astronomy: the universe origi­
nated billions of years ago in an explosion from a single point o f nearly 
infinite energy density - compare STEAD Y STAT E T H EORY 

big beat 11, o}ien cap both Rs (1957) : music (as rock) c haracterized by a 
heavy persistent beat 

Big Ben \·' bcn\ 11 [Sir Be11jamin Hall t l867 Eng, Chief Commissioner o f 
Works] ( 1859) 1 : a large bell in the clock tower of the Houses of Par­
liament in London 2 : the lower that houses Big Ben; also : the clock 
in the tower 

big bluestem 11 (1887) : BLUESTEM l 
big- box \ 'big-,baks\ adj (1990): of, relating to, or being a large chain 
store having a boxlike structure - big box 11 

big boy 11 (1916) : BIG GUN - usu. used in pl. 
big brother n (1809) 1 : an older brother 2 : a man who serves as a 
companion, father figure, and role model for a boy 3 cap both Bs [/Jig 
Brother, personification of the power of the stale in 1984 (1949) by 
George 0 1well] a : the leader of nn authoritarian state or movement 
b : an all-powerful government or organization monitoring and direct­
ing people's actions 

Big Broth,er,ism \ -'brn-thar-,1->.am\ 11 (1950) : authoritarian attempts 
at complete control (as of a person or a nation) 

big brown bat n (1898) : an insectivorous medium-sized bat (Epresicus 
fuscus) having brownish fur that is found from southem Canada to 
northern South America and that often roosts in buildings 

big buck 11 (1941) : a large sum of money - usu . used in pl. (signed a 
con tract for big bucks) 

big business 11 (1905) 1 : an economic group consisting of large 
profit-making corporations esp. with regard to their influence on social 
or political policy 2 : a very profitable enterprise 

big C n, often cap B (1964) : CANCER 2 
big cheese 11 (19 12) : ROSS, 810 OUN 
big c runc h 11, of/en cap B&C (1977) : a hypothetical cosmological event 
in which all matter in the universe collapses to a singularity and w hich 
is posited to be a possible fate of the universe if the density of matter in 
it is sufficicnlly high - compare DIG BANG 

big daddy 11, of/e11 cap B&D (1881): one preeminent esp. by reason of 
power, s ize, or seniority: one n::presenting paternalistic authority 

big data 11 (1980): an accumulation of data tl1at is too large and com­
pfex for processing by traditional database management tools 

big deal 11 (1915) : something of special importance (what's the big 
deal?) - sometimes used ironically a~ an interjection 

Big Dipper 11 (1853) : the seven principal stars in the constellation of 
Ui:sa Major 

bl,gem,i,ny \bl-'je-ma-ne\ 11 [bi!(emi11al (double, paired), fr. LL bigemi­
n11s, fr. bi- + gem i1111s twin] (ca. 1923) : the state of having a pulse char­
acterized by two beats c lose together with a pause following eacl1 pair 
of beats - bl,gem,l,nal \ -m,,-n , I\ adj 

b(g,eye \ ' big-,i\ 11 (1861) : any of several small widely distributed rcd­
dfsh to silvery bony fishes (genus Priaca111hus of the family Priaean thl­
dae) of tropical seas 

bigeye tuna 11 (1944) : a large-eyed tuJJa (Thu11n11s obesus) that has 
long pectoral fi ns and often a bluish stripe o n the side and Is found In 
wann ocean waters worldwide 

big-foot \ ' big-,fut\ fl, pl big,feet \-,fet\ or big,foots often cap (1958) 
1 [fr. the size of the footprints ascribed to it] : SASQUATCH 2 : BIG 
SHOT 

big game 11 (J 773) 1 : relatively large animals sought or taken by 
hu nting or fishing esp. for sport 2 : an important o6jective esp. when 
involving risk 

blg,ge,ty or blg,gl,ty \ ' bi-ga-te\ a{lj [big + -ety (as in pers11ickety)] 
(18&0) 1 Southern & Mid/anti : CONCEITED, VAIN 2 Southem & Mid­
land : rudely self-important : IMPUDENT ( never acted,...._, in court, but 
she would bow her head only so low -Claude Brown) 

big ,gie \ ' bl•i!C\ fl (ca. 1926) : one that is big ai1d often lmpartant 
1 blg,gin or b1g,glng \ 'bi-gan\ 11 [ME biggiflg, fr. biggen to dwell. fr. ON 

byggja; akin lo OE bi!on to be] (14c) archaic : BUILDING 
2 biggin 11 [MF beguin] (15 11) archaic : CAP: a : a c hild's cap b 

: NIOHTCAP 

big,glsh \ 'bi-gish\ a{lj (1611) : somewhat big 
big gun " (1830) : one having preeminent status or pmver in a field 
big !\air 11 (1966) : hair that is styled and teased lo occupy an unusually 
large amount of space above and around the head 

big,head \ 'big-,hed\ 11 (1784) 1 : any of several diseases of animals 
marked by swelling about the head 2 : an exaggerated opinion of 
one's Importance - usu. used with the - blg,head,ed \ ·'he-dad\ a,(i 

blg,heart,ed \-'hiir-tad\ adj (1846) : GENEROUS, CHAnITADLE - blg­
heart,ed,ly adv - big,heart,ed,ness 11 

big,horn sheep \ 'big-;J,i>rn•\ n (1817): a usu. 
grayish-brown wild sheep (Ovls ca11ade11sls) of 
mountainous and desert regions or western 
No. America - called also bighorn 

big house 11, often cap B&JI (1913) slang 
; PENITENTIARY 

bight \'bit\ 11 [ME, fr. OE byht bend, bay; akin 
to OE bugan to bend - more at BOW] (15c) 1 
: a bend In a coast forming an open bay: also 
: a hay formed by such a bend 2 : a slack 
J?art or loop in a rope 

big league 11 (1882) 1 : MAJOR LEAGUE 2 
: BIG TIME 2 - often used in pl. - big­
league a{lj - big league r 11 

big lie 11, sometimes cap 7J&L (1824) : a deliber­
ate gross distortion of the truth used esp. as a 
propaganda tactic 

blg,mouthed \ 'bii:-,maulhd, 'big-,mautht, 
' big-'\ a<(i (1602) 1 : having a large mouth 2 bighorn s heep 
: LOUDMOUTHED 

big name 11 (1881) : a performer or personage of top rank in popular 
recognition (a big 11ame in the business world) - big-name aqf ' 

big,no,nia \hill,•'no-ne-a\ 11 [NL, genus name, fr. J. P. Big11011 t l 743 Fr. 
royal librarian] (1785) : a woody everg,-een vine (Bignonia capreolata 
of t he family Bignoniaceae, the bignonia family) of the southern and 
central U.S. that has ~ompound leaves and tubular flowers 

blg,ot \'bi-got\ 11 [F, hypacrite, bigot] (1660) : a person obstinately or 
intolerantly devoted to his or her own opin ions and prejudices; esp 
: one who regards o r treats the members of a group (as a racia l o r cth· 
nic grnup) with hatred and intolerance - big,ot•ed \·!l')•tad\ aqf -
big,ot,ed,ly adv 

blg,ot,rv \ 'bi-ga-tre\ 11, pl -rles (1632) 1 : the state o f mind of a bigot 
2 : acts or beliefs characteristic of a bigot 

big picture 11, of/en cap B&P (1904) : the enti re perspective on a situa-
tion or issue - used with the 

big science 11, ofte11 cap B&.S (19 14) : large-scale scientific research 
consisting of projec ts funded usu. by a national government or group 
of govcrmncnts 

big screen 11 (1914) : the motion-picture medium often as contrasted 
to television (a story adapted for the big screen) - big-screen a<(i 

big shot \ 'big-,shfit\ 11 (1929) : a person of consequence or prominence 
big stick 11 (1893) : threat esp. of mili tary or political intervention 
blg-tlck,et \ ' big-' ti-kot\ adj (1945) : having a high price ( the car was a 
~ item) 

1blg- tlme \'big-,llm\ a{lj (1910): relating to or involved in the big time 
<~ sports); also: MI\JOR 4 <~ operators) 

2b1g-time adv (1957) : in a major o r large-scale way (the new show 
bombed ~); also : lo a great extent or degree (owes me~> 

big time \-,tlm\ n (1910) 1 : a high-paying vaudeville circuit requiring 
only two performances a day 2 : the top rank of an activity or enter­
prise - blg- tlm,er \-,ti-m;,r\ 11 

big toe 11 (1699) : ti,e innermost and largest toe of the foot 
big top 11 (1763) 1 : the main tent of a circus 2 : CIRCUS 2a, b , c 
big tree 11 (1853) : GIANT SEQUOIA 
big wheel 11 (1942) : BJOWIO, DIG SHOT 
blg,wiQ \'big-,wig\ 11 (1703) : an important person 
Bi,ha•n \bi-' hiir-e\ 11 (1878) 1 a : a native or inhabitant of Blhar b : a 
Muslim bom in Bihar who emigrated after the partition of India in 
1947; also : a descendant of suc h a person 2 : a group of Inda-Aryan 
languages (as Bhojpurl) spoken in Bihar, India, and adjacent areas 

bl,Jec,tlon \(,)bl-'jek-sh"n\ 11 [1bi- + -ject/011 (as in i1uectio11)] (1956) : a 
mathematical function that is a one-to-one and onto ma11ping - com­
pare INIBCTION, SURJECTtON - bl•iec,tive \·'Jek-tlv\ aqj 

bl,Jou \'be-,zhii\ n, p l blJous or bl,Joux \-,zhii(z)\ [F, fr. Bret bizo11 
ring, fr. biz finger] (1668) 1 : a small dainty usu. ornamental piece of 
delicate workmanship : JEWEL 2 : something delicate, elegant, or 
highly prized - bijou adj 

bi,Jou,te,rie \bi-'zhil-ta-(,)re\ 11 [F, fr. bijou] (1735) : a collection of 
trinkets or ornaments : JE\VELS; also : DECORATION 

1 bike \ 'bik\ 11 [ME] (14c) 1 chiefly Scot : a nest of wild bees, wasps, or 
hornets 2 chiefly Scot : a crowd or swarm of people 

2 blke 11 [by sho rtening & alter.] (1880) 1 : BICYCLB 2 : MOTORCYCLE 
3 : MOTORBIKE 4 : STATIONARY BICYCLE 

3 b ike vi biked; blk,ing (1885) : to ride a bike • 
blk,er \ 'bi-kor\ 11 (18!!"3) 1 : BICYCLIST 2 : MOTORCYCLIST; esp : one 
who is a member of an organized clu b or gang 

blke,way \ 'bik-,wa\ n (1895) : a thoroughfare for bicycles 
bik•ie \ ' bi-kc\ n ['bike + -ie] (1967) : BlKER 2 
bi•ki,ni \ba-'ke-ne\ 11 [F, fr. Bikini, atoll of the Marshall Islands] (1947) 
1 a : a woman's scanty two-piece bathing suit b : a man's brief swim­
suit 2 : a man's or woman's low-cut briefs - bl•ki,nled also bl•kl­
nl'd \-ned\ adi 

bikini wax 11 (1973) : a procedure for removing pubic hair from the 
skin near the edge of the bottom half of a bikini by applying hot wax, 
covering the wax with a cloth to which the wax and hair adhere, and 
the n peeling it off quickly 

bll abbr billion 
1 bl,(a,bl,al \(,)bl- 'la-be-ol\ a<ii [ISV] (1878) of a consonant : produced 

with both lips 
2 bllabial 11 (1829) : a bilabial consonant 
bi,la,bi,ate \ -be-at\ adj (1720): having two lips (a~ corolla) 
bl,lat,er,al \(,)bi-'la-t(~•)rol\ a{lj (1751) 1 : affecting reciprocally two 
nations or parties ( a ~ treaty) (a~ trade agreement) 2 : having two 
sides 3 a : of, relating to, or affecting the right a nd left sides of the 
body or the right and left members of paired organs <~ nephrecto-
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, ted tree (F. carica) that produces edible figs 2 : a worthless tri­
culliV8 Jeast bit (doesn't care a~> 
ne: 1/ith; vb .. 10 adorn] (1835) : DRESS, ARRAY (a young woman in daz­

if)Q" 1 ya! full~ -Mollie Pante r-Downes) 
zlJOS ro figurative; figuratively: figure 

b%t\ vb fought \'fi>t\: fight-ing [ME, fr. OEfeohtan; akin to OHG 
t 

O 
fight and perh. to Lpectere to comb - more at PECTINATE] vi 

jc) 1 a : to contend in battle or physical combat: esp : to strive 
(bef. come a person by blows or weapons b : to engage in boxing 2 
10 o"e\ forth a determined effort ~ vt 1 a ( I) : to contend against in 
: to P1 in battle or physical combat (2) : to box against in the ring b 
or ~1~ attempt to prevent the success or effectiveness of (the company 
(ll • 1

1 
the takeover attempt) (2) : to oppose the passage or develop­

/01,r; 1 of <~ a blll in Congress) 2 a : WAGE, CARRY ON(~ a battle) 
,nent take part in (as a boxing match) 3 : to struggle to endure or sur­
b : 10 

1 
<~ a cold) 4 a : to gain by struggle ( ~s his way through) b 

n1°"~sotve by struggle <fought out their differences in court) 5 a : to 
: tor e (a ship) In a battle or storm b : to cause to struggle or con-
01.:i:tgc : to manage in an unnecessarily rough or awkward manner -
ten shY of : to avoid facing or meeting 
11r,:it,, (bef. 12c) 1 a : a hostile encounter : BA TTLB, COMBAT b : a 

iflg In match c : a verbal disagreement : ARGUMENT 2 : a struggle 
boXI :oal or an objective (a~ for Jnstice) 3 : strength or disPosition 
for fl Ming : PUGNACITY (still full of~> 
foht•:r \'fi-t<>r\ n (13c): on~ th_at fights: as a (I): WARRIOR, SOLDIBR 

fl~ . a pugnacious or game md1v1dual (3) : ' BOXER I b : an airplane 
( { high speed and maneuverability with armament designed to destroy 
0 niY aircraft 

1
jn~t-er- bomb,er \-'bti-mar\ n (1936) : a fighter aircraft fitted to carry 
g nibs and rockets in addition to its normal armament 

tr'ht1ng chair 11 (1950) : a chair from which a salt-water angler plays a 
~ ked fi sh 

tlg~lng chance ,z ( 1889) : a chance that may be realized by a strngglc 
(che atient had a/ighti11g cha11ce to live) 1hti~g word 11 (1917) : a word likely to provoke a fight 

1l9ht-or- fllght a<(j (1973) : relating to, being, or causing physiological 
1 c~,anges in tl1e body (as an increase in heart rate or dilation of bronchi) 
in response to stress (eplnc;)hrine is a~ hormone) ( a ~ reaction) 

fight song 11 (19~4) : a song used to inspire enthusiasm usu. during an 
athletic competil1on 

fl leaf 11 (14c) 1 : the leaf of a fig tree 2 [fr. the use by Adam and 
~ve or fig leaves to cover their nakedness after eating the forbidden 
fruit (Gen. 3:7)] : something that conceals or camouflages usu. inade­
quately or dishonestly 

tlg,ment \ 'fig-mant\ 11 [ME, fr. L figmentum, fr. fi11gere lo shape -
more at DOUGH] (15c) : something made up or contrived 

fig,ur,al \ 'fi-g(y)nal\ aai ( 15y) 1 : PIOURATIVE 2a 2: of, relating to, 
or consisting of human or ammal figures (a~ compos1t1on> 

flg,u•ra,tlon \,fl-g(y)~-•ra-shan\ ,z (14c) 1 : FORM, OUTLINE 2 : the 
act or process of creating or providing a figure 3 : an act or instance 
of representation in figures and shapes (cubism was explained as a syn­
thesis of colored ~s of objects - Janet Flanner) 4 : ornamentation 
of a musical passage by using decorative and usu. repetitive figures 

tfg,u ,ra,tlve \ 'fi-g(y):>-r:Hiv\ aclj (14c) 1 a : representing by a figure 
or resemblance : EMBLEMATIC b : of or relating to re presentation of 
form or fi gure in art (~ sculpture) 2 a : expressing one thing in 
1erms normally denoting another with which it may be regarded a.~ 
analogous : Mll'l'APHORICAL <~ language) b : characterized by fig­
ures of speech (a ~ description) - fig-u,ra,tive,ly adv - flg,u,ra­
tive-ness 11 

1tig,ure \ 'fi-gy~r. Brit & often US 'fi-gar\ 11 [ME, fr. AF, fr. Lfigura, fr. 
jingere] (I 3c) 1 a : a number symbol : NUMBRAL, DIGIT b pl : arith­
metical calculations (good at ........,.s) c : a written or printed character 
d : value esp. as expressed in numbers : SUM, PRlCB (sold at a low ~) 
e pl : digits representing an amount (as of money earned or points 
scored) (made six ~s last year) (a score in double ~s) 2 a : a geo­
melric form (as a line, triangle, or sphere) esp. when considered as a set 
of geometric elements (as points) in space of a given number of dimen­
sions (a square is a plane ~> b : bodily shape or form esp. of a per­
son (a slender ~) c : an object noticeable only as a shape or form 
(-.s moving in the dusk) 3 a : the graphic representation of a form 
esp. of a person or geometric e ntity b : a diagram or pictorial illustra­
lion of textual matter 4 : a person, thing, or action representative of 
another 5 a : FIGURE OF SPEECH b : an intentional deviation from 
the ordinary fonn or syntactical relation uf words 6 : the form of a 
syllogism with respect to the relative position of the middle term 7 
: an often repetitive pattern or design in a manufactured article (as 
cloth) or natural p rod uct (as wood) (a polka-dot ~> 8 : appearance 
made: impression produced (the couple cut quite a~> 9 a : a series 
of movements in a dance b : an outline representation of a form 
traced by a series of evolutions (as with skates on an ice surface or by 
an airplane in the air) 1 O : a prominent personality : PERSONAGE 
(great ~s of history) 11 : a short coherent group of notes o r chords 

2I that may constitute part of a phrase, theme, or composition 
lgure vb flg.ured; fig,ur•lng \ 'fi-gynil), 'fi-g(J-)riQ\ vt (14c) 1 : to 
represent by or as if by a figure or outline 2 : to decorate with a pat­
lehrn; also ; to write figures over or under (the bass) in order to indicate 
t e accompanying chords 3 : to indicate or represent by numerals 4 
8 : CALCULATE b : CONCLUDE, DECIDE <figured there was 110 use In 
further effort): also : ASSUME<~ ii will rain) C : REGARD, CONSIDl!R 
d : to appear likely (~s to win)~ vi 1 a : to be or appear important 
~r conspicuous b: to be involved or implicated <figured in a robbery) 

: to perform a figure in dancing 3 : COMPUTE, CALCULATE 4 : to 
seem rational, normal, or ci<pected (that ~s) 5 : to make sense of 
something - used Interjectionally in the phrase go figure to suggest 
th_a

1 
t something is surprising or perplexing (why do they think women 

~• l buy this lie? Go ~ - Ellen Rravo) - flg,ur,er \-g(y)ar-Jr\ 11 -
figure on 1 : to take into consideration (figuring on the extra in-

1, 0ine) 2 : to rely on 3 : PLAN (I figure on going Into town) 
19Ured aclj (15c) 1 : adorned with, formed into, or marked with a fig­
~1°d<~ muslin) <~ wood) 2 : being represented : PORTRAYED 3 

ti in lcated by figures 
9Ured bass 11 (1801) : CON'l'IN!JO 

fig • filet 467 

figure eight 11 (1748) : something resembling the Arabic numeral eight 
in form or shape: as a : a small knot - see KNOT illustration b : an 
embroidery stitch c : a dance pattern d : a skater's figure - called 
also figure-of-eight 

fig-ure,head \'fi-g(y)or-,hed\ 11 (1765) 1 : the figure on a ship's bow 
2 : a head or chief in name only 

figure in vi (ca. 1934): to include esp. in a reckoning 
figure of merit (ca. 1865) : a numerical quantity based on one or more 
characteristics of a syste m or device that represents a measure of effi­
ciency or effectiveness 

figure of speech (1751) : a form of expression (as a simile or meta­
phor) used to convey meaning or heighten effect often by comparing 
or identifying one thing with another that has a meaning or connota­
tion familiar to the reader or listener 

figure out vi (1600) 1 : DISCOVER, DETERMINE ( try to/ig11re out a way 
to do it) 2 : SOLVE, FATHOM <figure out a problem) 

figure skating n (1852) : skating characterized by the performance of 
various jumps, spins, and dance movements and formerly by the trac­
ing of prescribed figures - figure skater 11 

fig•u•rine \,fi-g(y):,-'ren\ 11 [F, fr. Il/igurina, dim. offigura figure, fr. L 
- more at PIGURE] (1854) : a small carved or molded figure : STATU­
ETTE 

fig wasp 11 (1883) : a minute wasp (B/astophaga psenes of the family 
Agaontidae) that breeds in the caprifig and is the agent of caprification; 
broadly : any wasp of the same family 

fig.wort \ ' fig-,w3fl, -,wort\ ,z (1548) : any of a genus (Scrophularia) of 
chiefly herbaceous often fetid plants of the snapdragon family with ter­
minal cymes of small purple, yellow, or greenish flowers 

Fi•il•an \ 'ff-(,)Jf -an, fi-'\ 11 (1809) 1 : a member of a Melanesian people 
of Fiji 2 : the Austronesian language of the Fijians - Fijian a<(j 

fil•a•ment \ 'fi-la-m,mt\ ,z [MF, fr. ML/ilamemum, fr. LLfilare to spin 
- more at FILE] (1594) : a single thread or a thin flexible th readlike 
object, process. or appendage: as a : a tenuous conductor (as of car­
bon or metal) made incandescent by the passage of an electric current; 
specif: a cathode in tbe form of a metal wire in an electron tube b (I) 
: a thin and fine elongated constituent part of a gill (2) : an elonga ted 
thin series of cells attached one to another or a very long thin cylindri­
cal single cell (as o f some algae, fungi, or bacteria) c : the anther• 
bearing stalk of a stamen - see FLOWER illustration - fil,a-men­
ta•ry \ ,fil-:i-'men-t(G-)r~\ a<(j -fil,a,men-tous \-'men-t:>s\ al(/ 

fi,lar \'fi-lar\ aai [L/ilw11 thread] (ca. 1859) : of or relating to a thread 
or line: esp : having threads across the field of view (a~ eyepiece) 

fi•lar•ia \fo-'ler-e-a\ 11, pl -I-ae \ -e-,e, -e•,i\ [NL, genus name, fr. Lfi/11111] 
(1833) : any of numerous slender filamentous nematodes (Fi/aria and 
related genera) that as adults arc parasites in the blood or tissues of 
mammals and as larvae us u. develop in biting Insects - fl•lar,f,al \ -c­
:,I\ a<(j - f i•lar,I,ld \ -e-ad\ ad/ or " 

fil,a,rl•a•sls \.fi-lJ-'ri-:,-sas\ n, pl -a,ses \-,sez\ [NL] (1879) : infestation 
with or disease caused by filariae 

fiJ,a,ture \ ' fil-a-,chur, -char, -,t(y)ur\ 11 [F, fr. LL fi/a111s, pp. of /ilarel 
(1759) : a factory where silk is reeled 

fil •bert \ ' fil-bart\ 11 [ME, fr. AF phi/ber, fr. St. Philibert t684 Frankish 
abbot whose feast day falls in the nulling season] (14c) 1 : either of 
two Eurasian hazels (Cory/us ave/lana and C. maxima) 2 : the sweet 
thick-shelled nut of the filbert; broadly : HAI.Bl.NUT 

fi lch \'filch\ vt [ME] (1561) : to appropriate furtively or casually <~ a 
cookie) syn see STEAL 

1file \ 'fi(~)I\ n [ME, fr. OE/eol; akin to OHO ft/a file] (bef. 12c) 1 : a 
tool usu. of hardened steel with culling ridges for fonning or smooth­
ing surfaces esp. of metal 2 : a shrewd or crafty person 

2file vt filed; 111,lng (13c) : to rub, smooth, or cut away with or as if with 
a file 

3flle vi filed; fll•lng [ME, fr. OE.fyla11, fr.flit foul] (bef. 12c) chiefly dial 
: DEFILE, CORRUPT 

4fila vb fi led; fll•ing [ME, fr. MLJilare to string documents on a string or 
wire, fr. filum file of documents, llt., thread, fr. L; akin to Arm Ji/ sin­
ew] vt (15c) 1 : to arrange in order for preservation and reference<~ 
letters) 2 a : to place among official records as prescribed by law(~ 
a mortgage) b : to send (copy) to a newspaper <filed a story) c : to 
return to the office of the clerk of a court without action on the merits 
3 : to initiate (as a legal action) through proper formal procedure 
<threatened to~ c harges)~ vi 1 : to register as a candidate esp. in a 
primary election 2 : to place items in a file 3 : to submit documents 
necessary to initiate a legal proceeding(~ for bankruptcy) - f ll,er 
\'fl-Jar\ n 

51i1e n (1525) 1 : a device (as a folder, case, or cabinet) by means of 
which papers are kept in order 2 a archaic : ROLL, LIST b : a collec­
tion of papers or publications usu. arranged or classified c (1) : a col­
lection of related data records (as for a computer) (2) : a complete 
collection of data (as text or a program) treated by a computer as a unit 
esp. for purposes of Input and output - on file : in or as If In a file for 
ready reference 

6file n [MF, fr.filer to spin, draw out, fr. LLfilare, fr. L/i/u111] (1598) 1 
: SINGLE FILE 2 : any of the rows of squares that extend across a 
chessboard from one player's side to the other player's side 

7 file vi filed; filin!j (1614): to march or proceed in single file 
fi, le also fl-le \fa- la, (,)fe-'la, 'fe-(,)lii\ n [LaF, fr. F, pp. of filer to twist, 
spin] (1806) : powdered young leaves of sassafras used to thicken soups 
or stews 

file clerk" (1919) : a clerk who works on files 
fi le•fish \ 'fi(-~)1-.fish\ 11 (1681) : any of various small-mouthed bony 
fishes (family Monacanlidae. esp. genera Alutel'US, Cantherhines, and 
Monacanthus) with rough granular leathery skin 

fi,iat \11-'la\ ,z [F, lit. , net] (1838) : a lace with a square mesh and geo­
metric designs 

\a\ abut \ ' \ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \ e\ bet \ e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \j\ Job 
\Q\ sing \o\ go \i>\ law \i>i\ boy \th\ thin \lh\ the \U\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re. te, >'\ see Guide to Pronunc iation 
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516 gargle • gas-liquid chromatography 

and agitate with air from the lungs b : to cleanse or disinfect (the oral 
cavity) in this manner 2 : to utter with a gargling sound ,._ vi 1 : to 
use a gargle 2 : to speak or sing as if gargling 

2 gargle n (1629) 1 : a liquid used in gargling 2 : a sound of or like that 
of gargling 

gar0 goyle \'gar-,goi(-a)I\ 11 [ME gargule, gargoyl, fr. OF gargoule] (13c) 
1 a : a spout in the form of a grotesque human or animal figure pro­
jecting from a roof gutter to throw rainwater clear of a building b : a 
grotesquely carved figure 2 : a person with an ugly face - gar­
goyled \-,goi(-a)ld\ aclj 

gar0 i0 bal 0 di \ ,gar-a-'bol-de\ 11 (1862) : a woman's blouse copied from 
the red shirt worn by the Italian patriot Garibaldi 

Ga0ri0 fu 0 na \,ga-re-'fii-na\ 11, pl Garifuna or Ga,ri.fu,nas [Garifuna 
garifuna, a self-designation; akin to Taino caribe, caribi Carib, Island 
Carib (Arawakan language of the Lesser Antilles) Ca/lipona, a self, 
designation, Guianan Carib kari?na Carib, person] (1977) : a member 
of a people of African and American Indian descent that live mainly 
along the Caribbean coast of northern Central America - called also 
Black Carib; also : the Arawakan language containing many Cariban 
elements spoken by the Garifunas 

ga-rigue \ga-'reg\ 11 [Fl (1896): a low open scrubland with many ever­
green shrubs, low trees, aromatic herbs, and bunchgrasses found in 
poor or dry soil in the Mediterranean region 

gar0 ish \ 'ger-ish\ aclj [origin unknown] (1545) 1 : clothed in vivid col­
ors 2 a : excessively or disturbingly vivid <~ colors) <~ imagery) 
b : offensively or distressingly bright : GLARJNG 3 : tastelessly showy 
: FLASHY syn see GAUDY - gar•ish•lY adv - gar-ish-ness 11 

1gar0 land \ 'gar-land\ t1 [ME, fr. AF garlande] (14c) 1 : a circular or spi­
ral arrangement of intertwined material (as flowers or leaves) 2 : AN­
THOLOGY, COLLECTION 

2garland vi (15c) 1 : to form into a garland 2 : to adorn with or as if 
with a garland 

gar0 lic \ 'gar-lik\ 11 [ME gar!ek, fr. OEgtirleac, fr. gar spear+ leac leek -
more at GORE] (bef. 12c) 1 : a European allium (Allium salivum) 
widely cultivated for its pungent compound bulbs much used in cook­
ery; broadly : ALLIUM 2 : a bulb of.garlic - gar0 licky \-li-ke\ aclj 

garlic chive 11 (1969): a perennial allium (Alliwn tuberosum) native to 
southeastern Asia but widely cultivated for its garlic-flavored stems, 
leaves, buds, and flower heads - usu. used in pl.; called also Chinese 
chive 

gar0 licked \'gar-likt\ aclj (1950): containing or prepared with garlic 
garlic salt 11 (1927): a seasoning of ground dried garlic and salt 

1 gar0 ment \ 'gar-mant\ 11 [ME, fr. AF gamement, fr. gamir to equip -
more at GARNISH] (14c) : an article of clothing 

2garment vi (ca. 1547) : to clothe with or as if with a garment 
garment bag 11 (1927) : a bag used by travelers that folds in half and 
has a center handle for easy carrying 

gar0 ner \'gar-nar\ vt gar0 nered; gar0 ner-ing \'garn-ritJ , 'gar-na-\ [ME 
(Sc), fr. ME gemer, gam er granary, fr. AF gerner, gre11ier, fr. L gra11a­
rium, fr. gra1111m grain - more at CORN] (14c) 1 a : to gather into 
storage b : to deposit as if in a granary (volumes in which he has ,.._ed 
the fruits of his lifetime labors -Reinhold Niebuhr) 2 a : to acquire 
by effort : EARN b : ACCUMULATE, COLLECT 

gar-net \ 'gar-nat\ 11 [ME gemel, fr. AF gernete, fr. gernet dark red, fr. 
pume gemete pomegranate] (14c) 1 : a brittle and more or less trans­
parent usu. red silicate mineral that has a vitreous luster, occurs mainly 
in crystals but also in massive form and in grains, is found commonly 
in gneiss and mica schist, and is used as a semiprecious stone and as an 
abrasive 2 : a variable color averaging a dark red - gar0 net0 if0 er­
ous \,gar-na-'ti-f(a-)ras\ aclj 

garnet paper 11 (ca. 1902) : an abrasive paper with crushed garnet as 
the abrasive 

gar-ni-er-ite \'gar-ne-a-,rit\ n [Jules Garnier tl904 Fr. geologist] (1875) 
: a soft mineral consisting of hydrous nickel magnesium silicate and 
constituting an important ore of nickel 

1 gar•nish \ 'gar-nish\ vt [ME, fr. AF gamiss-, stem of gamir to warn, 
equip, garnish, of Gmc origin; akin to OHO wam611 to take heed -
more at WARN] (14c) 1 a : DECORATE, EMBELLIS~ b : to add deco­
rative or savory touches to (food or drink) 2 : to equip with accesso­
ries : FURNISH 3 : GARNISHEE syn see ADORN 

2garnish 11 (1596) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, ORNAMENT 2 : something (as 
lemon wedges or parsley) used to garnish food or drink 3 a : an unau­
thorized fee formerly extorted from a new inmate of an English jail b 
: a similar payment required of a new worker 

1 gar-nish•ee \,gar-na-'she\ 11 (1627) : a person who is served with a legal 
process of garnishment ' 

2garnishee vi -eed; -ee,ing (1846) 1 : to serve with a garnishment 2 
: to take (as a debtor's wages) by legal authority 

gar0 nish-ment \ 'gar-nish-mant\ n (1550) 1 : ORNAMENT, GARNISH 2 
: a legal summons or warning concerning the attachment of property 
to satisfy a debt 3 : a stoppage of a specified sum from wages to satis­
fy a creditor or a legal obligation (as child support) 

gar0 ni0 ture \'gar-ni-char, -na-,chur\ 11 [MF, equipment, alter. of OF gar­
t1esture, fr. gamir] (1558) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, TRIMMING 2 : a set 
of decorative objects (as vases, urns, or clocks) 

gar-pike \ 'gar-,pik\ 11 (1776): GAR b 
gar-ret \ 'ger-at, 'ga-rat\ 11 [ME garite watchtower, turret, fr. AF, fr. 

1 
garir] (14c) : a room or unfinished part of a house just under the roof 

gar0 ri0 son \'ger-a-san, 'ga-ra-\ n [ME garisoun protection, fr. AF 
garisun healing, protection, fr. garfr to heal, protect, of G,mc origin; 
akin to OHG werien to defend - more at WEIR] (15c) 1 : a military 
post; esp : a permanent military installation 2 : the troops stationed at 
a garrison 

2garrison vt !;Jar0 rl0 soned; !JaMi•son,ing \-s(a-)niQ\ (1569) 1 : to sta­
tion troops 111 2 a : to assign as a garrison b : t6 occupy with troops 

garrison cap n (1944) : a visorless folding cap worn as part of a mili-
tary uniform - compare SERVICE CAP • 

Gar0 rl 0 son finish \'ga-ra-san-\ n [Edward H. "Snapper" Garrison, t I930 
Am. jockey] (1890): a finish in which the winner comes from behind at 
the end 

garrison house 11 (1676) 1 : a house fortified against attack 2 
: BLOCKHOUSE 3 : a house having the second story overhanging the 
first in the front 

garrison state 11 (1937) : a state organized to serve primarily i 
need for military security; also : a state maintained by military ~s 01>in 

gar-ran \ 'ga-ran, ga-'ron\ n [Ir gearrtit1 & ScGael gearra11, &ef'~er 
(1540) Scot & Irish : a small sturdy workhorse dtng) 

1gar•rote 01· ga,rotte \ga-'riit, -'rot; 'ger-at, 'ga-rat\ n [Sp garrote] (I 
1 a : a metliod of execution by strangulation b : the apparatu 622) 
2 : an implement (as a wire with a handle at each end) for strangu1 llscct 

2garrote or garotte vt gar0 rot-ed or !;la•rot1°ed; gar-rot,ing 
O 

at,on 
rot1°in9 (llf51): to strangle with or as 1f with a garrote - gar,ro' 9Q, 

gar0 ru 0 h0 ty \ga-'rii-la-te, ga-\ 11 (1581) : the quality or state of bein 1•er n 
rulous g &ar. 

gar•ru•lous \ 'ger-a-las, 'ga-ra- also 'ger-ya-\ aclj [L garrulus, fr, g . 
to chatter - more at CARE] (ca. 1611) 1 : given to prosy, rambI; arr,,e 
tedious loquacity : pointlessly or annoyingly talkative 2 : woR1' Or 
<~ speeches) syn see TALKATIVE - gar-ru-lous-ly adv - Qar YI 
lous-ness n •ru. 

1 gar-ter \'gar-tar\ n [ME, fr. AF gareter, fr. garet thigh, shank, of Celt 
igin; akin to W gar shank] (14c) 1 a : a band worn to hold up a st or. 
ing or sock b : a band worn to hold up a shirt sleeve c : a strap h 0ck. 
ing from a girdle or corset to support a stocking 2 cap a : the s/ng. 
Order of the Garter; also : the blue velvet garter that is its badg~hsh 
: membership in the order b 

2garter vi (15c) : to support with or as if with a garter 
garter snake 11 (1743) : any of a genus 
(Thamnophis) of harmless viviparous 
American snakes with longitudinal 
stripes on the back 

garth \'garth\ 11 [ME, fr. ON garthr yard; 
akin to OHO gart enclosure - more at 
YARD] (14c) : a small yard or enclosure 
: CLOSE 

gar-vey \ 'gar-ve\ n, pl garveys [prob. fr. 
the name Garvey] (ca. 1896) : a small 
scow esp. of the New Jersey coast 

1 gas \'gas\ 11, pl gas-es also gas-ses 
[NL, alter. of L chaos space, chaos] garter snake 
(1779) 1 : a fluid (as air) that has nei- , ·, 
ther independent shape nor volume but tends to expand indefinitely 2 a : a combustible gas or gaseous mixture for fuel or lighting; esp : NAT­
URAL GAS b : a gaseous product of digestion; also : discomfort from 
this c : a gas or gaseous mixture used to produce anesthesia d . a 
substance that can be used to produce a poisonous, asphyxiating, or ·ir. 
ritant atmosphere 3 : empty talk : BOMBAST 4 : GASOLINE; also : the 
accelerator pedal of an automotive vehicle 5 : driving force : ENERGY 
(I was young, and full of~ -H. L. Mencken) (ran out of~ in the 
seventh inning) 6 sla11g : something that gives pleasure : DELIGHT 
(the party was a~) 

2gas vb gassed; gas-sing vi (1852) 1 : to talk idly or garrulously 2 
: to give off gas 3 : to fifl the tank (as of an automobile) with gasoline 
- usu. used with up ~ vt 1 : to supply with gas or esp. gasoline<~ 
up the car) 2 a : to treat chemically with gas b : to poison or other­
wise affect adversely with gas 3 slang : to please greatly 

gas0 bag \ 'gas-,bag\ 11 (1827) 1 : a bag for holding gas 2 : an idle or 
garrulous talker 

gas chamber t1 (1933): a chamber in which prisoners are executed by 
poison gas 

gas chromatograph 11 (1958) : an instrument used to separate a sam­
ple into components in gas chromatography 

gas chromatography n (I 952) : chromatography in which the sample 
mixture is vaporized and injected into a stream of carrier gas (as nitro­
gen or helium) moving through a column containing a stationary phase 
composed of a liquid or particulate solid and is separated into its com­
ponent compounds according to their affinity for the stationary phase 
- gas chromatographic aclj 

gas-con \ 'gas-kan\ 11 (14c) 1 cap a : a native of Gascony b : the Ro­
mance speech of Gascony 2 : a boastful swaggering person - Gas­
con aclj 

gas•Co•nade \,gas-ka-'nad\ n [F gasconnade, fr. gasconner to boast, fr. 
gascon Gascon, boaster] (1709) : BRAVADO, BOASTING - gasconade 
vi - gas0 con°ad0 er n 

gas•eous \ 'ga-se-as, 'ga-shas\ aclj (1799) 1 : having the form of or be­
ing gas; also : of or relating to gases 2 a : lacking substance or solidity 
b : GASSY 3 (trick phrases and~ circumlocutions -Edwin Newman) 
- gas0eous0 ness 11 • , 

gas 1itter n (1849) : a worker who installs or repairs gas pipes and appli• 
ances 

gas gangrene n (1914) : progressive gangrene marked by impregna· 
lion of tfte dead and dying tissue with gas and caused by one or more 
toxin-producing clostridia 

gas-guz.zler \ 'gas-'gaz-lar, -'ga-za-\ n (1973) : a usu. large automobile 
that gets relatively poor mileage - gas-guz0 zling \ -liQ\ aclj 

1gash \ 'gash\ 11 (1548) 1 : a deep long cut in flesh 2 : a deep narrow 
depression or cut (cut a~ through the forest) (a~ in the hull) VL 

2gash vb [alter. of ME garsen, fr. AF garser to nip, scratch, fr. 
*charissare, fr. Gk charassein to scratch, engrave] vt (1566) : to make a 
gash in ~ vi : to make a gash : CUT 

3gash aclj [origin unknown] (1706) 1 chiefly Scot: KNOWING, w1TIY 2 
chiefly Scot : well-dressed : TRIM 

gas0 hold0 er \'gas-,h61-dar\ n (1802) : a container for gas; esp : a huge 
cylindrical tank for storing fuel gas under pressure 

gas-house \-,haus\ 11 (1840) : GASWORKS 
gas0 i•fi•Ca•tion \ ,ga-sa-fo-'ka-shan\ 11 (1812) : conversion into gas; esp 
: conversion of coal into natural gas ' 

gas•i•fY \'ga-sa-,fi\ vb -i•fied; -i•fY•ing vi (ca. 1828): to convert into gas 
<~ coal) ~ vi : to become gaseous - gas•ifi,er \ 'ga-sa-,fi(-a)r\ 11 • . 

gas•ket \ 'gas-kat\ 11 [perh. modif. of F garcette] (ca. 1889) : a matenal 
(as rubber) or a part (as an O-ring) used to make a joint fluid-tight b 

gas0 kin \'gas-kan\ n [prob. short for gal/igasldns] (1573) 1 pl, o s 
: HOSE, BREECHES 2 : a part of the hind leg of a quadruped between 
the stifle and the hock - sec HORSE illustration 

gas-light \ 'gas-,lit, -'lit\ 11 (1808) 1 : light made by burning illmninat· 
ing gas 2 a : a gas flame b : a gas lighting fixture . 

gas-liquid chromatography n (1952) : gas chromatography in _whtd)ch 
the stationary phase is a liquid - gas-liquid chromatograph IC a 
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]icY ~> - for a loop : into a state of amazemeni, confusion, or 
th• po (the news threw us for a loop) 
oistr•\5(1832) 1 : to make or form a loop 2 : to execute a loop in an 

'100P v'ie 3 : to move in loops or in an arc ~ vt 1 a : to make a loop 
airPlat or about b : to fasten with a loop 2 : to join (two courses of 
in, 00j in knitting 3 : to connect (electric conductors) so as to com-
100Ps looP 4 : to cause to move in an arc 
ptete d \ 'liipt\ at/i (1513) 1 : having, formed in, or characterized by 

100P8 (~ fabrics) 2 : DRUNK l a 
100Pser \ 'Iii-par\ n (1731) 1 : any of the usu. rather small hairless cat-

100 • rs that are mostly larvae of moths (families Geometridae and 
e e) and move with a looping motion in which the hind prolegs 
No posterior.body toward the front followed by forward exten-
oraWbY the anterior legs - called also inchworm 2 : one that loops 
si011 hole \'liip-,hol\" ['loop] (1591) 1 a : a small opening through 

1100~• h small arms may be fired b : a similar opening to admit light 
wh•C ir or to permit observation 2 : a means of escape; esp : an ambi­
and a or omission in the text through which the intent of a statute, con-
guitY or obligation may be evaded . 
tract, ole vt (1664) : to make loopholes in 

2100Phof Hen•le \-'hen-le\ [F. G. J. Henle tl885 Ger. pathologist] (1890) 
10°P v-shaped part of the nephron of birds and mammals that lies be­
: a 

O 
and is continuous with the proximal and distal convoluted tu­

twee and that functions in water resorption 
but•; \'lii-pe\ at/i loop,i,er; -est (1856) 1 : having or characterized 

10°~oops 2 : CRAZY, BIZARRE - IOOP•i•IY \-pa-le\ adv - IOOP•i· 
bY 5 \-pe-nas\ n • 

1 
ne;e \ 'liis\ at/i loos,er; loos•est [ME lous, fr. ON lauss; akin to OHG 

1°
1
!' loose - more at -LESS] (13c) 1 a : not rigidly fastened or securely 
os ched b (l) : having worked partly free from attachments (a ~ 
•11~h) (2) : having relative freedom of movement c : produced free­
lO~nd accompanied by raising of mucus (a ~ cough) d : not tight, 
(Yuing 2 a : free from a state of confinement, restraint, or obligation 
1 ]ion ~ in the streets) (spend ~ funds wisely) b : not brought to­

(ather in a bundle, container, or binding c archaic : DISCONNECTED, 
g~TACHED 3 a : not dense, close, or compact in structure or arrange­
Dent b : not solid : WATERY <~ stools) 4 a : lacking in restraint or 
mower of restraint (a ~ tongue) b : lacking moral restraint : UN­
gf!ASTE c : OVERACTIVE; specif: marked by frequent voiding esp. of 
valefY stools <~ bowels) 5 a : not tightly drawn or stretched 

'. SLACK b : being flexible or relaxed (stay r,-, > 6 a : lacking in preci­
;ion exactness, or care (~ brushwork) (~ usage) b : permitting 
freedom of interpretation 7 : not in the possession of either of two 
competing teams (a ~ ball) (a ~ puck) - loose,ly adv - loose­
ness n 

•1oose vb loosed; loos,ing vt (13c) 1 a : to let loose: RELEASE b : to 
free from restraint 2 : to make loose : UNTIE <~ a knot) 3 : to cast 
loose : DETACH 4 : to let fly : DISCHARGE 5 : to make less rigid, 
tight, or strict : RELAX~ vi : to let fly a missile (as an arrow) : FIRE 

'loose adv (15c) : m a loose manner : LOOSELY 
loose box 11 (1849) Brit : BOX STALL 
loose cannon n (1973) : a dangerously uncontrollable person or thing 
loose end n (1546) 1 : something left hanging loose 2 : a fragment 
of unfinished business - usu. used in pl. (tying up loose ends> 

loose-loint,ed \ 'liis-'join-tad\ at/i (1859) 1 : having joints apparently 
not closely articulated 2 : characterized by unusually free movements 
- loose-iolnt,ed,ness n 

loose-leaf \'liis-'lef\ at/i (1902) 1 : having leaves secured in book 
form in a cover whose spine may be opened for adding, arranging, or 
removing leaves <~ notebook) 2 : of, relating to, or used with a 
loose-leaf binding<~ paper) , 

loos,en \ 'lu-s•n\ vb loos,ened; loos,en,ing \ ' liis-niIJ, 'lu-s•n-il)\ vt 
(14c) 1 : to release from restraint 2 : to make looser (~ed his tie) 
(~ a screw) 3 : to relieve (the bowels) of constipation 4 : to cause 
or permit to become less strict - often used with up <~ed the rules) 
- vi : to become loose or looser 

loosen up vi (1922) : to become less tense : RELAX 
loose sentence n (ca. 1890) : a sentence in which the principal clause 
comes first and subordinate modifiers or trailing elements follow 

loose smut n (1890) : a smut disease of grains in which the entire head 
is transformed into a dusty mass of spores 

loose,strlfe \ 'lii(s)-,strif\ n [intended as trans. of Gk lysimacheios 
loosestrife (as if fr. /ysis act of loosing + machesthai to fight) - more at 
LYSIS] (1548) 1 : any of a genus (Lysimachia) of plants of the primrose 
family with leafy stems and usu. yellow or white flowers 2 : any of a 
genus (Lythrwn, family Lythraceae, the loosestrife family) of herbs 
having entire leaves and including some with showy spikes of purple 
flowers; esp : PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE ' ' 

loos,ey-goos,ey \,lii-se-'gii-se\ at/i (1964) : notably, loose or relaxed 
1 : not tense (a~ attitude) 
loot \'lilt\ n [Hindi & Urdu /u/; akin to Skt lw:,fati he plunders] (ca. 
1788) 1 : goods usu. of considerable value taken in war : SPOILS 2 
: something held to resemble goods of value seized in war: as a 
: something appropriated illegally often by force or violence b : illicit 
gains by public officials c : MONEY 3 : the action of looting syn 

2 see SPOI.L • 

loot vt (1845) 1 a: to plunder or sack in war b: to rob esp, on a large 
icate and usu. by violence or corruption 2 : to seize and carry away 
Y force esp. in war~ vi : to engage in robbing or plundering esp. in 

, war - loot,er n 
l~p \'lap\ n [ME loppe] (14c) : material cut away from a tree; esp : parts 

,1 IScarded in lumbering 
1P vt lopped; lop,ping (1519) 1 a (l) : to cut off branches or twigs 
;om (2) : to sever from a woody plant b (l) archaic : to cut off the 

eact or limbs of (2) : to cut from a person 2 a : to remove superflu­
~usdparts from b : to eliminate as unnecessary or undesirable - usu. 

,1 se :,yith off , 
~PD v, lopped; lop,plng [perh. imit.] (1578) : to hang downward 

110 Roop 
hr-a \'lop\ n [ME /oup, lope leap, prob. fr. ON h/aup; akin to OE 
h eapan to leap - more at LEAP] (1809) 1 : an easy natural gait of a 
b 0rse resembling a canter 2 : an easy usu. bounding gait capable of 

2,0 eing_sustained for a long time , 
Pe v, loped; lop,lng (ca. 1825) : to move or ride at a lope - lop,er 11 
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lop-eared \'liip-,ird\ at/i (1687) : having ears that droop 
loph,o,phore \'lii-fo-,for\ n [Gk /ophos crest + E -phore] (1850) : a cir­
cular or horseshoe-shaped organ about the mouth esp. of a brachiopod 
or bryozoan that bears tentacles and functions esp. in food-getting 

lop.per \ 'Iii-par\ n (1953) : pruning shears with long handles - usu. 
used in pl. 1 

lop,sid•ed \ 'liip-,si-dad\ at/i (1711) 1 : leaning to one side 2: lacking 
in balance, symmetry, or proportion : disproportionately heavy on one 
side (a~ vote of 99-1) - lop,sid,ed•IY adv - lop,sld•ed,ness n 

loq abbr [L /oquitur] he speaks; she speaks 
lo,qua,clous \16-'kwii-shas\ at/i [L /oquac-, /oquax, fr. loqui to speak) 
(1663) 1 : full of excessive talk : WORDY 2 : given to fluent or exces­
sive talk : GARRULOUS syn see TALKATIVE - lo,qua,ciOUS•IY adv 
- lo,qua,clous,ness n ' 

lo,quac,i,ty \-'kwa-sa-te\ n (13c) : the quality or state of being very 
talkative 

lo,quat \'16-,kwiit\ n [Chin (Guangdong) liiuh, 
gwat) (1820) : an Asian evergreen tree (Eriobotrya 
japonica) of the rose family often cultivated for 
its fruit; also : its small yellow edible fruit used 
esp. for preserves 

lo,ran \ 'lor-,an\ 11 [long-range navigation] (1932) 
: a system of long~range navigation in which 
pulsed signals sent out by two pairs of radio sta­
tions are used to determine the location of a ship 
or airplane 

lor,az,e,pam \ lor-'a-za-,pam\ n [prob. fr. ch/or- + 
-azepam (as in diazepam)] (1969) : benzodiaz­
epine C1sHwChN202 used esp. to relieve anxiety 

1 Iord \ 'lord\ n [ME loverd, lord, fr. OE hlaford, fr. 
h/afloaf + weard keeper - more at LOAF, WARD) 
(bef. 12c) 1 : one having power and authority 
over others: a : a ruler by hereditary right or loquat 
preeminence to whom service and obedience are 
due b : one of whom a fee or estate is held in feudal tenure C : a'n 
owner of land or other real property d obs : the male head of a house­
hold e : HUSBAND f : one that has achieved mastery or that exercises 
leadership or great power in some area (a drug~> 2 cap a : GOD 1 
b : rnsus 3 : a man of rank or high position: as a : a feudal tenant 
whose right or title comes directly from the king b : a British noble­
man: as 

0

(1) : BARON 2a (2) : a hereditary peer of the rank of mar­
quess, earl, or viscount (3) : the son of a duke or a marquess or the el­
dest son of an earl (4) : a bishop of the Church of England cpl, cap 
: HOUSE OF LORDS 4 - used as a British title: as a - used as part of 
an official title (Lord Advocate) (Lord Mayor) b - used informally 
in place of the full title for a marquess, earl, or viscount c - used for 
a baron d - used by courtesy before the name and surname of a 
younger son of a duke or a marquess 5 : a person chosen to preside 
over a festival 

2 Iord vi (14c) : to act like a lord; esp : to put on airs - usu. used with it 
(~s it over his friends) 

lord chancellor n, pl lords chancellor (15c) : a British officer of state 
who presides over the House of Lords in both its legislative and judicial 
capacities, serves as the head of the British judiciary, and is usu. a lead­
ing member of the cabinet 

lord,ing \'lor-diIJ\ n (13c) 1 archaic : LORD 2 obs : LORDLING 
lord,ling \'lord-Iii)\ n (13c) : a little or insignificant lord 
lord•IY \-le\ ac(j lord,ll,er; -est (bef. 12c) 1 a : of, relating to, or hav­
ing the characteristics of a lord : DIGNIFIED b : GRAND, NOBLE 2 
: exhibiting the pride and assurance associated with one of the highest 
birth or rank syn see PROUD - lord•li•ness n - lordly adv 

lord of misrule (15c) : a master of Christmas revels in England esp. in 
the 15th and 16th centuries 

lor,do,sis \lor-'do-sas\ n, pl -do•ses \·'do-,sez\ [NL, fr. Gk lordosis, fr. 
/ordos curving forward; akin to OE be/yrtan to deceive] (1704) 1 : ab­
normally increased inward curvature of the lower region of the spine 
resulting in a concave back as viewed from the side - compare KY­
PHOSIS 2 : a mating posture of some sexually receptive female mam­
mals (as rats) in which the head and rump are raised and the back is 
arched downward - IOr•dOt•IC \-'dii-tik\ at/i 

Lord Protector of the Commonwealth (ca. 1653) : PROTECTOR 2b 
Lord's day n, often cap D (12c) : SUNDAY 
lord,shlp \'lord-,ship\ 11 (bef. 12c) 1 a : the rank or d ignity of a lord 
- used as a title b : the authority or power of a lord : DOMINION 2 
: the territory under the jurisdiction of a lord : SEIGNIORY 

Lord's Prayer n (ca. 1549) : the prayer with variant versions in Mat­
thew and Luke that according to the Lucan account Christ taught his 
disciples 

Lord's Supper n (14c) : COMMUNION 2a 
Lord's table n, often cap T (1526) : ALTAR 2 
Lardy \'tor-de\ interj ['lord (God) + 4-y] (1853) - used to express sur­
prise or strength of feeling 

1 lore \ '!or\ n [ME, fr. OE lar; akin to OHG /era doctrine, OE leornian to. 
learn] (bef. 12c) 1 archaic : something that is taught : LESSON 2 
: something that is learned: a : knowledge gained through study or 
experience b : traditional knowledge or belief 3 : a particular body 
of knowledge or tradition • 

2 Iore 11 [NL lorum, fr. L, thong, rein; akin to Gk eulera reins] (1828) : the 
space between the eye and bill in a bird or the corresponding region in 
a reptile or fish - lo,re,al \ 'lor-e-al\ at/i 

Lo,re,lei \'lor-a-,li\ " [G] (1865) : a siren of Germanic legend whose 
singing lures Rhine River boatmen to destruction on a reef 

lor,gnette \lorn-'yet\ n [F, fr. lorg,ier to take a sidelong look at, fr. MF, 
fr. lorg,ie squinting] (1803) : a pair of eyeglasses or opera glasses with a 
handle 

lor,gnon \lorn-'yo"\ 11 [F, fr. lorg,ier) (1846) : LORGNETTE 

\a\ abut \'\ k itten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \ii\ ace \ ii\ mop, mar 
\ail\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \i\ job 
\IJ\ sing \6\ go \o\ I.aw \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ il\ loot \ii\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re, re, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation 




