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Attorney Docket Number | 8201-0013

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2

Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
[ ] 37CFR5.2 (Paper filers only. Applicatichs that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:
Inventor 1

Legal Name
Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
THOMAS L. DISTEFANO 1}
Residence Information (Select One) (¢} US Residency () NonUS Residency () Active US Military Service
City | BOCA RATON ‘ State/Province | FL ‘ Country of Residence | ‘ us

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 2910 NW 26TH AVENUE

Address 2

City BOCA RATON | State/Province | FL
Postal Code | 33434 ‘ Country i us

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number 55246
Email Address PTOMAIL@IPLAWPRO.COM | | AddEmail | |Remove Email|

Application Information:

Title of the Invention RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Attorney Docket Number| 8201-0013 Small Entity Status Claimed

Application Type Nonprovisional

Subject Matter Utility

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 29 Suggested Figure for Publication {(if any)
EFS Web2.26
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

8201-0013

Application Number

Title of Invention

RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Publication Information:

[[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.8.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires

[

publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application {see 37 CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer

Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One:

@ Customer Number | O US Patent Practitioner ‘ O Limited Recognition {37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number

55246

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the
specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

Prior Application Status | Pending
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD)
Continuation of 13763128 2013-02-08
Prior Application Status | Patented
Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
13763128 Continuation of 13669027 2012-11-05 8423399 2013-04-16
Prior Application Status | Patented ‘ Remove
Application oo Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
13669027 Continuation of 13206483 2011-08-09 8335713 2012-12-18
Prior Application Status | Patented ‘ Remove
Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
13206483 Continuation of 09589551 2000-06-07 7996259 2011-08-09

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button.

Add
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid GMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 8201-0013

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55(d). When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX) Ithe information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(h)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

[ Remove |
Application Number Country i Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD} Access Codei(if applicable)
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also

[] contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
16, 2013.

Authorization to Permit Access:

Authorization to Permit Access to the Instant Application by the Participating Offices

If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office {EPO),

the Japan Patent Office (JPQO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPQ),
and any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the instant patent application

is filed access to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14(c}) and (h). This box should not be checked if the applicant
does not wish the EPQ, JPQ, KIPO, WIPO, or other intellectual property office in which a foreign application claiming priority
to the instant patent application is filed to have access to the instant patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the instant patent application with respect

to: 1) the instant patent application-as-filed; 2) any foreign application to which the instant patent application

claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of
37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is
sought in the instant patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing this Authorization.
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Attorney Docket Number | 8201-0013

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant 1

If the applicant is the inventor {(or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

(®) Assignee (O Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 (O Joint Inventor

O Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. O Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent applicaticn, the inventor is:

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor :

If the Applicant is an Organization check here.

Organization Name PT 259, LLC

Mailing Address Information:

Address 1 2910 NW 26 TH AVENUE

Address 2

City BOCA RATON State/Province FL
Country i| US Postal Code 33434
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not subsitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR to
have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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Attorney Docket Number | 8201-0013
Application Number

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Title of Invention | RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Assignee 1

Complete this section only if non-applicant assignee information is desired to be included on the patent application publication in
accordance with 37 CFR 1.215(b). Do not include in this section an applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the
inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest), as the patent application publication will
include the name of the applicant(s).

If the Assignee is an Organization check here.

Organization Name PT 259, LLC

Mailing Address Information:

Address 1 2910 NwW 26 TH AVENUE

Address 2

City BOCA RATCN State/Province FL

Country i us Postal Code 33434

Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address
Additional Assignee Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. =

Signature:

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and
certifications

Signature [/SCOTT D. PAULY Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| 2013-07-19
First Name | SCOTT Last Name | PAUL Registration Number | 42984
Additicnal Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

EFSWeb2286

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 7 of 1793



Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to
a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection
of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information sclicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is
used by the U_S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.8. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552)
and the Privacy Act (5 U.8.C. 852a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine

whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or
administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an
individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of
the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in

order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant to 5 U.8.C. 5652a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed,
as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security
review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee,
during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records
management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such
disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant|
to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.8.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued
patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the
USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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METHOD POR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS
PROVIDING E-COMMERCE TOOLS

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

5

{Not Applicable}

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates generally to creating and posting web pages
to the internet, and more specifically, 1o 2 method for more easily developing

web pages through the use of a graphical user interface.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The World Wide Web {web) has rapidly become an invaluable tool to

individuals and businesses. Not only can an individual or business post

information on the web, but it can also use the web to rransact business,

Because the public is acutely aware of the web’s business and personal benefits,

15 millions of web pages are being added o the web each year.

Typically, 2 web page is defined by a document containing HyperText
Markup Language (HTML) code. An HTML document suitable for posting on
the internet includes both “content” and “markup.” The content is information
which describes 2 web page’s text or other informatioa for display or playback
20 on a computer’s monitor, speakers, ete. The markup is information which
describes the web page’s behavioral characteristics, such as how the content is

displayed and how other information can be accessed via the web page.

SEMEENSE4RTIS.LT -
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In order to provide web-based information and services over the internet,
the web employs “client” computers, “hrowser” sofvware, and “server”
computers. A client computer is a computer used by an individual to connect

to the internet and access web pages. A browser is a sofvware application,

Lt

located on a client computer, which requests, via the internet, a web page from
a server computer. After receiving the web page, the browser displays the web
page on the client computer’s monitor. A server computer is 2 computer which
stores web page informarion, retrieves that information in response 10 a
browser’s request, and sends the information, via the internet, to the client

10 computer. Thus, after a web page Is created, the page must be “posted” 10 2
particular server compurer which “hosts” the page, so that the page can be

accessed over the internet.

In order to have one’s web page hasted by a server, the individoal must
contract with an internet service provider (ISP) associated with the server. Thus
contract specifies, among other things, the duration of the time that the ISP will

host the page, and how much the individual will pay for that hosting service.

i Even though the idea of having one's own web page is appealing, the
average individual has little or no knowledge about how to create 2 weh page.
Parvicularly, the average individual does not know how to creare an HTML
20 document or to post that document to a server computer. Unless that
individual is willing to learn how to create and post their own web page, that

individual is faced with few options.

The most commonly used avenue for an individual to get his web page
on the internet is to employ one of numerous companies to provide, for a fee,

25 web page/website development services. After contacting such & website

metn 2
CRUKENS 44271003 A
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development company, the individeal would meer with one of the company’s
web page designers 1o explain the individual's concept for his web page. The
designer would then create the associated HTML document. After approval by
the individual, the designer may provide the service of posting the web page o a
5 server. The server typically is not associated with the website development
company. Thus, the individual must separately contract with an ISP associated
with the server to host the web page. Typically, this web page creation and
posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires the
individual and the designer to spend a significant amount of time together
working on a particular page design. In addivion, the process is mefficient
because the individual must work separately with a website development

company and an ISP.

The difficulties and expense associated with web page creation and design
P pag £

are exacerbated by the fact that many individeals who desire vo set up web pages
are doing so for commercial reasons, Le., the individuals desire to conduct
business or “e-commerce” over the internet using their web pages, Developing 2

weh page/website suitable for e-commerce typically requires at least two types

of features above and beyond those required for a standard {non-commercial}
web page/website. First, an e-commerce website typically requires marketing
20 features. As noted, there are millions of web pages already existing on the
interest, and so the success of an inrernet-based business employing a website
depends critically upon whether consumers on the internet are aware of, and

can easily access, the website.

With respect to these marketing features, a common way of marketing a

25 website on the internet 1s to have other websites display advertising messages
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(“banner ads”) concerning the website. A second way of marketing a particular
website on the internet is stmply to have other websites display selectable
commands {*links") which, if selected by a person accessing the other websites
using his browser, cause the browser to access the particular website. Although
5 the use of such banner ads and links is very common, the setting up of such
mechanisms is not always easy. In particular, other websites typically do not
display banner ads and links for a particular website without contractual
arrangements, including payment, which can be difficult for a novice web
designer to arrange and expensive to arrange via a website development

company.

Tn addition to marketing features, an e-commerce website typically also
requires features that allow the conducting of sales transactions, Le., features for

executing transactions involving the buying and selling of goods and/or

services. Such features typically include a sales mechanism, i.e., a “shopping
cart” mechanism or an “auction.” Further, such features typically include &

PAVINENT ATANZemeEnt, 1.€., an arrangement allowing for transfers froma

purchaser’s credit card to a merchant account associated with the e-commerce
website. The serting up of such sales mechanisms and payment arrangements
also can be difficult for a novice web designer and expensive if performed by a

20 website development company.

What is needed, therefore, is a method for enabling an individual to
conveniently design a web page without requiring that individual to learn
HTML or to interact extensively with a web page designer at a website

development company. What is further needed is 2 strearnlined method for

e
b

web page/website development and, in particular, a method of facilitating the

12

SEEEE
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development of e-commerce websites having key marketing and sales

transaction featares.

L
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to 2 method of assisting a website designer
in establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed by the
website designer and a second website in order to market the first website av the

5 second website upon the activation of the fixst website on the internet. The

user interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be
displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website
at which the element is to be displayed. The method further includes saving the
information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining the
clement for marketing of the type indicated, and causing the display o the
element for marketing at the second website when the first website is activated

with respect to the internet. The element for marketing includes at least one of

a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website.

The preseat invention additionally relates to a method of assisting a

website designer in establishing an e-commerce feature on a first website being

designed by the website designer for access by third parties upon the acuvation
of the first website on the internet. The method includes recetving at a user
interface a selection of the e-commerce feature that is desired to be implemented
20 on the first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least one of 2
shopping cart and an auction. The method further includes receiving at the user
interface information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold using
the e-commerce feature, receiving at the user interface information concerning a

written description of the product, receiving at the user interface information

[Re]
L 1)

concerning a price of the product, and receiving at the user interface

&
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information concerning an identification number of the product. The method
additionally includes, when the first website is activated on the internet,
displaying the e-commerce feature on the first website. The display of the -
commerce feature includes the display of at least some of the picture, written

description, price and identification information of the product.

(¥

The present invention further relaves to a computer-readable storage
medium containing computer executable code for instructing at least one
somputer to perform several steps. In particular, the computer executable code
instructs the computer to perform the step of, during design of a first website,

10 receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for
marketing rhat is to be displayed at a second website, and information
specifying the second website at which the element is to be displayed. The steps

further include saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the

user interface, obtaining an element for marketing of the type indicared, and
causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website when the

first website is activated with respect to the internet, The element for

markering includes ar least one of a banner ad concerning the first websire and a

link to the first website,

The present invention additionally relates to a computer-readable storage
20 medium containing computer executable code for instructing at least one
computer to perform several steps. In particular, the computer executable code
instructs the computer to perform the step of receiving at a user interface a
selection of an e-commerce feature that is desired to be implemented on a first

wehsite, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least one of a shopping cart and

]
(%41

an auction. The computer executable code further instructs the computer 1o
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perform the steps of receiving at the user interface information concerning a
picture of a product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature, recciving
at the user interface information concerning 2 written description of the

product, receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the

&

product, receiving at the user interface information concerning an identification
number of the product and, when the first website is activated on the internet,
displaying the e-commerce feature on the first website. The display of the e-
commerce feature includes the display of at least some of the picture, written

description, price and identification information of the product.

The present invention further relates to an internet-based system for
assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement between a first
sebsire being designed by the website designer and a second website in order to

market the first website at the second website upon the activation of the first

website on the internet. The system includes a server computer accessible by 2
plurality of registered user computers and a plurality of unregistered computers
using the internet. The server computer receives at a user interface displayed at

one of the registered user computers informarion indicating a type of an

element for marketing that is vo be displayed at the second website, and
information specifying the second website ar which the element s o be

20 displayed. The server computer additionally saves the information at a first
database that is coupled to the server computer, and obtains an element for
marketing. The server computer further hosts the second website, activates the
first website on the internet by hosting the first website on the internet,

provides a web page of the second website to one of the unregistered computers,

T
L 2]

and displays the element for marketing on the web page.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION QF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention
can be practiced;
FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary graphical user interface (GUI}, including a

website design plate and a STICKY PAD™, which is employed in performing

o

the method of the present invention;

FIG. 3 lustrates in greater detail the STICKY PAD™ of the GUT of FIG,
4

FIG. 4 illustrates scarching for graphic images (“web assets” or “x”) using

10 the STICKY PAD™,

FIG. 5 illustrates searching for sounds using the STICKY PAD™,

FIG. 6 illustrates searching for colors using the STICKY PAD™,

FIG. 7 illustrates texy ediring using the STICKY PAD™;

FIG, 8 illustrates the operation of a running meter on the STICKY
5 PAD™,
FIG. 9 tllustrates the creation of a banner ad and 2 logo using the

STICKY PAD™,

3
d
£

FIG. 10 illustrates the generation of a website outline using the

navigation feature of the website design plate;

20 FIG. 11 illustrates providing log in information and generating a
table/cell at the website design plate;
FIG. 12 illustrates the operation of STAY STICKY™ features, including
smart agent and MAIL WIZ™ feavures;
FIG. 13 illustrates the development of website e-commerce mechanisis,
25 including shopping carts and auctions, as well as the serting-up of a merchant

account, using the e-commerce feature of the website design plate;
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FIG. 14 illustrates the operation of examples and help/statisties features
(including a size meter/meter box) of the website design plate;
FIG. 15 illustrates providing payment {including credit card) information
when attempting to save website information assembled on the website design
5 plate;
FIG. 16 fllustrates a flowchart with method steps for developing a web
page of a website, in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 17 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for providing rext and
tables/cells into a web page of a website that is being developed, including text
editing, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16
FIG. 18 illusirates flowcharts with method steps for saving website
information and previewing website operation, which can be performed as part

of the flowchart of FIG. 14

FIG. 19 illustrates a Bowchart with method steps for generating a website
outline using a navigation feature, which can be performed as part of the
flowchart of FIG. 1§

FIG. 20 lustrates a flowchart with method steps for performing STAY

STICKY™ features, including smart agent features and MAIL WIZ™ features,

which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

20

FIG. 21 ilfustrates 2 flowchart with method steps for performing e-
commerce features, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16

FIG. 22 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for performing
examples and help/statistics features, which can be performed as part of the

flowchart of FIG. 16; and

.
et
[
[
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FIC. 23 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for recommencing
development of, and editing, a website that has already been partially developed
using the GUI of FIG. 2.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
5 It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed
herein is for the purpose of description, and not of limitation. Accordingly, the
invention is intended to embrace all such alternatives, modifications,
equivalents, and variations as fall within the spirit and broad scope of the
appended claims. The present invention is a method for developing website
10 through the use of a graphical user interface. Figure 1is a block diagram
illustrating a generalized computer/internet system 100 in whach the methaod of

the present invention can be practiced. Specifically, the preferred system 100

includes a server computer 140 operably connected to the internet 130 using

standard techniques well-known in the art, for instance the TCP/IP protocol.

15 The method preferably can be implemented through the use of the server

computer 140 using standard computer programming techniques well-known in

the art. As an example, the server computer 140 can preferably be programmed

using the Java™ programming language distributed by Sun Microcomputer
Corp. of Palo Alwo, Califoraia.

20 Three types of other parties can interact with the server computer 140,
First, registered users who have logged in with respect to the server compurer
140, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11, can fully access the server computer
at one or more registered users computers 180, Second, third party potential
customers who have not vet logged in with respect to the server computer 140

can obtain limited access to the server computer at ane or more third party

s
(¥4

potential customers computers 110. Finally, third party authors who
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contribute web assets for use in web pages created by registered users can access

the server computer 140, from one or more third party author computers 120,

for the imired purpose of uploading web assets to the server computer for

distribution. Registered users computers 180, third party potenual customers
5 computers 110 and third party authors computers 120 are home computers or
other interface devices (not necessarily complete computers} that are capable of
accessing the server computer 140 through the interner 130 using standard web-
browsers, well-known in the art.

The server computer 140 preferably has or is coupled to a third party

user database 160, 2 web assets darabase 170, and a programming database 190.
The third party user database 160 preferably includes a listing of all third party
users registered to access the server computer 140, Specifically, information

provided during the log in process by registered users is included in the third

party user database 160, Also, information regarding websites that have been or
15 are being designed by registered users can be saved {as discussed with reference
to FIG. 15) in the third party user database 160, Moreaver, third party user

database 160 preferably includes a Hsting of third party authors who have

uploaded web assets to the web assets database 170 for use by the registered
wsers in creating their websites, and who have been authorized by the system
20 100 to receive payment for the use of their web assets by the registered users.
Web assets database 170 stores a catalog of web assets uploaded by third party
authors. In addition, web assets that are stored in web assets database 170 can
include web assets that are derived from other sources, such as web assets

designed by the operator of the server computer 14C. System 100 automatically

Pt
[

compensates a third party author whose uploaded web asset has been

distributed to a registered user. When system 100 posts a web page having a

[y
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web asset uploaded by a third party author on behalf of a registered user, the
system 100 credits the credit card account of the third party author in
compensation for the use of the web asset. Specifically, the server computer 140
contacts the credit card company 150 corresponding to the third party suthor’s

5 credit card and submits a credit over the interner 130 to the credit card
company 150.

Referring to FIG. 2, the present invention employs a graphical user
interface {(GUD 1o allow a registered user to easily develop a website comprising
one or more web pages. In one embodiment, all or nearly all of the

10 programming required to operate the GUI is stored on programming database
190, and is accessed by potential customers and registered users by way of their
web browsers {(and is viewed via the internet 130 when needed by those

potential customers and registered users). However, in the preferred

embodiment, the programming required to operate the GUTL s provided to

15 potential customers and registered users as software (i.e., on a floppy disk or a

CD-ROM), and is stored directly in the programming database 190. Potential

customers are capable of interacting with the GUI o perform certain website

= design functions by logging into computer 140. However, key functions such as
searching for web assets, and saving/submitting a fully-designed website for
20 posting on the internet 130, can only be performed once the potential
customers have logged into the server computer 140 and become registered users
such tha they have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet 130,
Hereinafter {except with respect to FIG. 11 concerning the log in process}, all

discussion regarding use of the GUL will concern use of the GUI by registered

P
L3

users at registered user computers 180; however, it should be understood that
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third party potential customers can also perform limited functions with respect
to the GUI before logging into the system 100,
The GUI is provided on a display at the registered user computer 180 and

includes a primary display screen, which is termed a STICKY WEB™ websive
5 design plate 210 {or web design plate) (STICKY WEB™ is a trademark of the
Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach, Florida). Website design plate 210
has a plurality of selection buttons 212, which in the preferred embodiment
include a log in button 215, a save button 218, an edit button 220, a navigation
button 225, a preview button 230, a text button 235, an fx button 240, a color
button 245, a sound button 250, a tables burron 235, a STAY STICKY™ button
260, an e-commerce button 265, an examples button 270 and a help/statistics
button 275. In one embodiment, a registered user selects or actuates sclection

buttons 212 by pointing ar the buttons using a mouse of the registered user

computer 180, and clicking on the mouse. In alternate embodiments, a
15 registered user can select or actuate selection buttons 212 by providing
appropriate keystrokes on a keyboard of the registered user computer 180, by

appropriately touching a touch screen of the registered user computer, or by

roviding an input signal at another conventional type of input device known
in the art.
20 In addition to selection buttons 212, website design plate 210 further
includes a design space 214 in which can be displayed one or more web assets
205, which together form a web page. Web assets can include JAVA applets,
scripts {including moving scripts and scripts written in a variety of internet
languages such as PERL, CGI, SQL, JAVA, XML and HTML), stock art, clip
25 art, digiral art, background images, vextures, GIF, JPEG, TIF, BMP, chat rooms,

message boards, web objects, buttons, templates, themes, fading color, mouse

CEMEENETARTIF. D i8
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over effects, borders, buttons, shadows, icons, interner designs, sounds, music,
e, In general, web assets are graphic images, including text and related color,
sound and animation features, which can be displayed on a website. When
displayed for a registered user who has logged into the system 100 (as discussed
5 with reference to FIG, 11), the web assets are interactive, 1.e., information can
be exchanged between the registered user and the system 100 via the web assets.
As shown in FIG. 2, during design of a website using the GUI, a second
display screen, termed a STICKY PAD™ 310, is often shown within {or over)
website design plate 210 (STICKY PAD™ s a trademark of the Perfect Web
Corporation, of Delray Beach, Florida). STICKY PAD™ 310 includes a design
space 280 on which one or more web assets 305 can be displayed. Web assets

305 can be manipulated on the STICKY PAD™ 310, which acts as the editing

platform for the registered user and appears when it is necessary vo edit or

otherwise modify web assets. STICKY PAD™ 310 further includes a plurality
of selection buttons 285, 293, which are selected by a registered user in the same
manner as selection buttons 212 are selected. As shown in FIG. 3, buttons 285

include an fx button 315, a sound button 326, a color button 325 and a search

button 330, and buttons 295 inchude a text editor button 345 and a running
meter button 350, in one embodiment of the invention. Buttons 283, 295 are
20 described in further derall with reference to FIGS. 49, STICKY PAD™ 310
additionally includes, in certain embodiments, 2 banner bar 290, Banner bar
290 is capable of displaying one or more banner ads corresponding to other
websires designed by other registered users through the use of system 10,
which allow for marketing of those websites. Also, banner bar 290 is capable of

displaying banrner ads corresponding to outside advertisers.

28]
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A registered user can interact with STICKY PAD™ 310 to perform a
variery of operations. The registered user can select (by way of a mouse or
other input device) any of the web assets 305 that are currently shown on the
STICKY PAD™ 310, move the web assets relative to one another, and alter the

5 stze of the web assets. Referring ro FIGS. 4-6, the registered user also can select
search button 330 to identify and obtain new web assets and other elements,
including sound elements and color elements, which can be added 1o the website
that is being developed. Upon selecting search button 330, a scarch menu 410
appears having selectable options 420 for fx {web assers), sound and color. As

10 shown in FIG. 4, if the registered user selects fx {web assets) from search menu

410, an fx menu 430 appears. As shown in FIG. 5, if the registered user selects

sound from search menu 410, a sound menu 340 appears. As shown in FIG. 6,
if the registered user selects color from search menu 416, a color pallet 640
appears. To streamline operaticn of the STICKY PAD™ 310, the STICKY

15 PAD™ further includes individual fx, sound and color buttons 315, 320 and 325

which, when selected, result in the immediate display of fx menn 430, sound

menu 540 and color pallet 640,

In the preferred embodiment, fx {web asseis) menu 430 includes a search
entry field 435 in which the registered user can enter keywords or other search
20 criteria indicative of the type of web assets that the registered user desires wo
implement within its website. Upon receiving search criteria from the
registered user, the system 100 {particularly the server computer 140) searches
the web assets database 170 for web assets that meet the search criteria, System

100 employs any of 2 number of conventional search engines to perform the

25 searches. Upon the commanding of a search by the registered user, the fx menu
430 lists all available web assets that meert the search critenia in a scroll meny, as
CEMEEN4DATTIS S 17

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 25 of 1793



shown in FIG. 4. Also in the preferred embodiment, sound menu 340 includes
a search entry field 545 in which the registered user can enter keywords or other
search criteria indicative of the vype of sounds that the registered user destres to
implement within its website. Upon receiving search criveria from the
5 registered user, the system 100 performs a search for sounds meeting the search
criteria and then lists all available sound elements that meet the search criteria in
a scroll menu, as shown in FIG, 5.

Fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 typically list available elements in
categories, For example, for fx/web assets, the categories can include icons,
scripts, chat rooms and message boards and, for sound elements, the categories
can include general sounds, noises, music and sound effects, Although in the
preferred embodiment, fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 list web assets and
sound elements that are identified based upon scarches of web assets database
170 and meet search criteria specified in search entry fields 435, 545, in alternate
embodiments searches need not be performed. In such embodiments, fx menu

430 and sound menu 340 directly list all available web assets and sound elements

that are available for implementation into a website, without receiving search

criteria from the registered user, Further, with respect to color pallet 640, in
the preferred embodiment the color pallet lists all available colors without

20 receiving search criteria from the registered user or performing any searches to
narrow down the list of available colors. However, in alternate embodiments,
color patlet 640 can include a search entry field for receiving search erireria from
the registered user and, upon performing a search, display colors that meet the
specified search critersa,

25 Once fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color paller 640 list avatlable

web assets, sound elements and color elements, respectively, the registered user

)
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can select one or more of the elements for implementation in the registered
user's website (i.e., by selecting one or more of the elements using a mouse}.
The registered user can, upon selecting a web asset, sound or color, cause the
selected element to appear within design space 280 of STICKY PAD™ 310 (re.,
5 by double-clicking on the element using a mouse). The registered user also can
apply selected web assets, sound elements or color elements to existing web
assets or other elements within STICKY PAD™ 310, The registered user applies
the selected elements to existing elements within the STICKY PAD™ 310 by
dragging and dropping the selected elements onto the existing elements. In the
10 preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged, dropped and
otherwise manipulated around the STICKY PAD™ 310 in the same manner as

web assets; when the registered user selects a sound or color element, the

selected sound or color element is displayed a5 an icon or thumbnail image 550,

For example, once a chick icon has been selected from fx menu 430 and is
15 displayed in design space 280 as web asset 305a {as shown in FIG, 3), the

registered user can further modify the chick to make a peep or other noise by

3 selecting the desired noise from sound menu 540, dragging the noise to the
chick, and dropping the noise onto the chick. If the color of the chick as
obtained from fx menu 430 is not the desired color, Le., the color 1s white and

20 not yellow, the registered user can further modily the color of the chick by
selecting the color yellow from color pallet 640, dragging the colar to the chick,
and dropping the color onto the chick. Although in the preferred embodiment,
sound and color elements can be dragged and dropped i the same manner as
web assets, in alternate embodiments, a registered user can instead apply a

25 particular sound or color element to an existing element within the STICKY

<
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PAD™ 310 simply by selecting the existing element before {or immediately
after) selecting the particular sound or color element. The web assets,
sound clements and color elements displayed tn fx menu 430, sound menu 540
and color pallet 640, respectively, are provided from server computer 140,

5 which accesses web assets database 170. Web assets database 170 stores web
assets that ave provided from a variety of sources including internet companics,
publishers, geeks, designers, and artists. In the preferred embodiment, some of
the web assets stored on web assers database 170 are provided from independent
third party authors who access system 100 by way of third party author

10 computers 120. System 100 compensates the independent third party avthors

when their web assets are utilized by registered users in designing websites.

Web assets can also be provided under license from major digital and stock art

publishers {i.e., Adobe, Corel, Com Stock, etc.). Although the system 100 is

designed to allow the registered user to obtain web assets and sound and color
15 elements from web assets database 170, the system also allows the registered user
to obtain web assets from other sources. For example, the registered user can

upload its own web assets from a memory device {i.e., the hard drive) of

registered user computer 180, Also, in certain embodiments, the registered user
can obtain web assets by independently accessing third party websites via the
20 internet, and selecting web assets displayed on those websites.

"The web assets that can be selected from fx menu 430 include web assets
that consist partly, or even entirely, of text. However, STICKY PAD™310
further allows a registered user to enter text directly into the STICKY PAD™
by typing in the desired text at 2 keyboard at registered user computer 180, The

text is displayed within design space 280 of the STICKY PAD™ 310 once the

]
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registered user hivs the “enter” key on the keyboard. In certain embodiments,

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 28 of 1793



vext that is desired for entry into the STICKY PAD™ 310 can be uploaded from
a memory associated with registered user computer 180 rather than typed in by
the registered user. Once the text is displayed within the design space 280, the
text can be selected by the registered user and moved around within design

space 280 like any other web asset. The text can also be edited if the registered

v

user selects the text editor button 345, As shown in FIG. 7, upon the selection
of text editor button 345, a text editor menu 710 appears, Displayed on text
editor menu 710 are a font/stvle/size/color button 720 and a spell check button
730. Upon selection of the font/style/size/color button 720, a
10 font/stvle/sizedcelor menn 740 appears, from which the registered user can
select a plurality of fonts, styles and colors for the text as well as select a size
serting for the rext.
Upon selection of the spell check button 730, a spell check is performed
ustng computer algorithms that are well known mn the art. In one embodiment,
15 a spell check result box 750 appears once the spell check has been performed in
relarion vo the text, and suggested changes vo the vext appear in the spell check

result box. In alternate embodiments, the spell check is executed without the

display of any spell check result box. For example, if a spelling error s detected

20 can identify which text is to be edited in a variety of ways. In one embodiment,
the registered user must select the text (i.e., lughlight the text, using a mouse)
that s to be edited, and then subsequently select text ediror button 710, In
another embodiment, the registered user first selects text editor button 710 and
then subsequently selects the text that is to be edited.

Referning 1o FIG. §, STICKY PAD™ 310 addivionally includes running

o)
Wt

meter button 350, Upon being selected by the registered user, running meter
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button 350 provides a running meter block 810 that shows an indication of the
size of the web asset(s) that are displayed on STICKY PAD™ 310. Asshown in
FIG. 8, in one embodiment, the indication provided by running meter block

810 is an indication (preferably displaved on a single line of text) of the memory

L

required for storing the web assets. In alternate embodiments, other or
additional information can be displayed by running mever block 810, e.g, the
time required to download or execute the web assets. In the preferred
embodiment, this other information is not displayed by way of selecting
rupning meter button 350 of STICKY PAD™ 310, bur is displayed by way of
10 help/statistics button 275 of website design plate 210, as described below with
reference wo FIG. 14, Although in the present embodiment, size information is
only displayed when running meter button 350 is selected by the registered
user, in alternate embodiments the running meter button is replaced by a
running meter display region, which always displays the toral size of all web
15 assets currently being displayed in display region 280,

In the preferred embodiment, the web assets that are selectable by a

registered user are standardized to facilitate the registered user’s creation of a

oy
an

website that operates in an efficient and userriendly manner and, in particular,

does not require oo much memory or require excessive time 1o be downloaded
20 from the 1nternet. Thus, in the preferred embodiment, an authenticating team

reviews all web assets that are provided from third party authors before the web

assers are stored on web assets database 170 and accessible by registered users in

designing their websites. The authenticating team only allows web assets that

do not exceed a maximum kilobytes (K) allowed per web asset and web page to
25 be stored on the web assets datsbase 170, In addition to storing information

concerning the characteristics of the web assets, web assets database 170 also

ARMEES §342719. 3 22
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stores accounting information regarding the usage of the web assers stored on
the web assets database. At the end of each time period (i.e,, month or quarter),
the server computer 140 reviews the accounting information and determines the

amount of usage of each of the web assets by each registered user. The web

W

asset usage Is assigned a cash amount per use so thar a total amount of money
owed by each registered user can be calculated (and charged to cach respective
registered user},

Turning to FIG. 9, a registered wser can wtilize STICKY PAD™ 310 to
design a banner ad 910 to be used to advertise the registered user's website. The
10 registered user can search for a desired banner ad design by selecting search

button 330 and then selecting fx {rom search menu 410 (or sumply by selecting
fx button 315}, 1o obtain fx menu 430, at which a search can be requested. In
the {x menu 430, all available banner ads have standard size configurations,
namely 240X360 pixels or 240X240 pixels. As with respect 1o other web assets
15 that are displayed within STICKY PAD™ 310, the banner ad 910 that is being
developed using the STICKY PAD™ can be moved within the design space 280

and modified through the addition of other web assers {including text), which

= are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or fx button 315) and bringing up
fx menu 430. Also, the banners can be modified through the addition of sounds
20 and colors, which are obtained by selecting search button 330 {or by selecting
sound and color buttons 320 and 325, respectively) to bring up sound menu 540
and color pallet 648, respectively.
Also as shown in FIG. 9, the registered user can utilize STICKY PAD™

310 vo design a logo 920 for the registered user’s website. As with respect to the

¥
(¥4

design of banner ads, the registered user can search for a desired logo design in,

and select the desired logo design from, fx menu 430, Alternatively, the
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registered user can upload an already-designed logo from a memory device at
registered user computer 180 {e.g., the registered user’s hard drive) iato STICKY
PAD™ 310, The selected or uploaded logo can then be further edited and
modified within the STICKY PAD™ 310, for example, through the addition of

other web assets {including text), sounds and colors. Although in the present

5

embodiment logos and banner ads are designed using the same searching and
design procedures that are employed in the design of other website elements, in
other embodiments STICKY PAD™ 310 and/or website design plate 210 have
specific *logo design™ and “banner design” burtons that the registered user can
select 1o design logos and banner ads, respectively.

When the registered user finishes developing and modifying the web
assets in the design space 280 of the STICKY PAD™ 310, the registered user
drags and drops {i.e., using a2 mouse) the web assets into website design plate
21C. In alternate embodiments, the registered user can provide a command to
the system 100 to terminate the display of the STICKY PAD™ 310, ar which
time all of the elements being displayed in the STICKY PAD™ appear in the

website design plate 210, When the web assets are dropped into website design

plate 210, the web assets become interactive {as long as the registered user has
logged in to the system 100, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11). That is, the
26 web assets become functional so that the registered user is able to exchange
information with respect to the web assets, Le.,, interact with system 100
through the use of the web assets. When dropped inte website design plate 210,
the web assets form or are added to & particular web page of the website being

developed.

g
(¥ 1}

A website that is being developed typically will have more than one web

page. As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user can provide information to the
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system 100 indicating the number of web pages tn the website, as well as
determine the web page that is currently being displayed by website design plate
210, by selecting navigation button 225 on website design plate 210, Upon
selecting navigation button 225, 4 navigation menu 1010 appears. Navigation
5 menu 1010 includes a list of web pages 1 through 10, In alternate embodiments,
navigation menu 1010 can list fewer or greater than ten web pages. Adjacent to
the web page numbers are fields 1015 for inputting names/identifiers for the
respective web pages. The registered user can input a name/identifier
corresponding to each of web pages 1-10 by selecting the respective field 1015
10 {i.e., by way of a mouse} and typing in the name/identifier. The registered user
determines which web page s currently being displayed by website design plate
210 by selecting one of the page numbers in the list. In certain embodiments of
the invention, the website design plate 210 always displays a web page number
indication corresponding to the web page that is currently being displayed, for
15 example, av a corner of design space 214,
Websites that are designed using the system 100 are not hmited to ten

web pages. As shown in FIG, 10, the registered user can select an add new page

button 1020 on navigation menu 10190 to add additional pages (and to provide
names/identifiers corresponding vo those additional pages). Also, although the
20 registered user can type in original names/identifiers corresponding to the web
pages (e.g., in fields 1015}, the registered user can also utilize standard
names/identifiers by selecting a scroll menu burron 1030, Upon selecting scroll
menu button 1030, a scroll menu 1040 appears that lists various standard web

page names/identifiers such as, for example, Company Information, Recent

3]
(5]

News, Coming Soon, About Us, Products, and Convact Us. Navigation menu

1010 further includes a navigation locations butron 1050, Upon selecting the
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navigation locations button 1030, the registered user is able to determine where

a navigation bar or website map/outline will be positioned on one or more web

pages of the website (e.g., at the top, bottom, left or right). The navigation bar

or website map/outline allows website users to visualize the website as 3 whole
5 and the various web pages that are available for access by the website users.

As discussed, the STICKY PAD™ 310 acts as the editing platform for the
registered user, and appears when it is necessary to edit or otherwise modify
web assets. During development of @ website, the registered vser can select (by
way of a mouse or other input device) one or more of the web assets 205 that
are displayed on website design plate 210 to activate STICKY PAD™ 310 and
allow editing of the selected web assets, which appear in design space 280, If an
item of text within the design space 214 is selected by the registered user, both

the STICKY PAD™ 310 and then the text editor menu 710 appear to allow for

editing of the text. STICKY PAD™ 310 also appears when the registered user
15 proceeds with a search to obtain a desired web asset by selecting the fx burton
240. Upon the selecting of the fx button 240 by the registered user, the fx menu

430 appears, and the registered user can search for and select a desived web asser.

Onee the registered user selects a desired web asset from the fx menu 430, the
STICKY PAD™ 310 appears with the selected web asset being displayed in
2¢ design space 280.
Additionally, STICKY PAD™ 310 appears when either the color or
sound buttons 245, 250 are selected by the registered user. Upon the selecting
of the color or sound buttons 245, 250 by the registered user, the color pallet

640 or sound menu 540 appear, respectively. Once the registered user selects a

25 desired color or sound from the color pallet or sound menu, respectively, the
STICKY PAD™ 310 appears with a thumbnail image 550 representing the
DEMKROAS4TIE. 3 28
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selected color or sound being displayed in design space 280, Further, STICKY
PAD™ 310 appears when the text button 235 of website design plate 21C is
selected. When text button 233 is selected, the STICKY PAD™ 310
immediately appears and the registered user is allowed to type in text at the
keyboard of registered user computer 180, Text editor button 345 can then be
selected by the registered vser from the STICKY PAD™ 310 to edit the text.

In addition to web assets {from fx menn 430), sounds, colors and text, the
GUT of system 100 is also capable of adding rables and cells to the website being
designed in order to provide depth and perception to the website. Asshown in
1110 appears. The registered wser can then select from the tables menu 1110 one
or more tables 1120 and cells 1130, and also specify the locations of the
tables/cells on a web page by sclecting a locations button 1140, In one
embodiment, the possible locations of tables/cells on a web page include a top
location, a botrom location, a left location and a right location. Unlike the
editing of web assets, sounds, colors and text, in the preferred embodiment
STICKY PAD™ 310 does not appear upon the selection of tables button 255,
Rather, once a table/cell is selected, the registered user can drag and drop the
selected table/cell directly into website design plate 210.

Upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell
automatically aligns at an edge of the design space 214, with the appropriate
edge being determined by the location selected by the registered user. Also
upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell becomes
interactive. The registered user can move the table/cell from s original
location, and also can adjust the size of the table/cell by selecting the table/cell

{t-e., by way of a mouse) and stretching or contracting the boundaries of the
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table/cell, Web assets and other elements can be dragged and dropped both
from STICKY PAD™ 310 and from other locations on website design plate 210
into rables and cells, and the color of tables/cells can be modified by selecting

color button 245, Tables differ from cells in that cells typically form enclosed

(933

areas within tables. Cells cannot be moved outside of {or moved to overlap) a
table boundary enclosing the cells. In alternate embodiments, tables/cells can
be created and modified by way of the STICKY PAD™ 310,
Further shown in FIG. 11 is a log in menu 1150 that appears upon the
selection of log in button 215 by a potential customer. In the preferred
i0 embodiment of the invention, several features of the GUI can be operated
before completion of the log in process, such as uploading web assets from a
hard drive of a third party potential customer computer 110 into the website
design plate 210. However, key functions such as searching for web assets, and
saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the internet can only
15 be performed by registered wsers who have full access to the server computer
140 via the interner. To obtain full access to the server computer 140 and

perform such functions, log in information must be provided to the system 1C0.

By requiring this log in information, the system 100 can monitor the activity of
the registered users and bill the registered users {or their usage of the system,

20 including their usage of web assets provided from third party author computers
120 and saved on web assets database 170. Additionally, the information
provided by registered users during the log in process can be used by the system
100 to determine appropriate markets for the registered users’ websites. The use

of this market information is discussed further in reference o FIG. 12.

N2
(1}

As shown in FIG. 11, the selection of log in button 215 brings up log in

menu 1150, The log in menu 1150 includes a scroll and input form with
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multiple fields 1160 that must be filled in to complete the log in process. The
fields 1160 can include, for exanmple, fields for the potential customer’s (ie.,
prospective registered user's) name, address, e-muail address, telephone number,
interests, hobbies and businesses. Upon the completing of fields 1160, a desired
5 identification name is further provided tnto an identification field 1170 and a
desired password is provided into a password field 1180. The information from
fields 1160-1180 is then provided from the third party potential customer (L.e.,
praspective registered user) computer 110 via the interner 130 to the server
computer 140, where the informarion is processed and then provided {or storage
10 on third party user database 160, Although in the preferred embodiment, the
identification name and/or password are chosen by the potential customer, in
the system 100,
Assuming that the information provided into the ticlds 1160-1180 of log
15 in menu 1150 is not rejected by the server computer 140 {e.g., because
information was not entered for some of the fields, or because the e-mail address

that was entered is invalid), the server computer logs in the potential customer

as a registered user and allows the new registered user to access all of the
functionalivy of the system 100, Alse upon successfully logging in the new

20 registered user, the system prompts the new registered user regarding a web
address for the registered user’s website by displaying a URL query form 1190.
The web address typically concludes with any top-level domain name, re,,
com, .ne, ete. The query form is licensed for use on the system 100 from

Internic and/or the other five URL registrants. Further, upon successfully

Pk
(941

logging in to the system 100, the new registered user can thereafter bypass the

full log in process when reentering the system by simply inputting its
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identification name and password into the identification and password fields
1170, 1180. Upon reentering the system 100, the registered user selects edit
button 220 on website design plate 210 to cause the registered user’s website {in
its current state of development) w0 become interactive. Additionally, upon
5 selecting edit button 220, the registered user can modify any element of the
website that is shown within design space 214 by selecting that element (i.e., by
clicking on the element using 2 mouse} to bring up STICKY PAD™ 318, and
then modifying the element within the STICKY PAD™ as discussed above.
Turning to FIG. 12, website design plate 210 further includes STAY
STICKY™ button 260, which brings up a STAY STICKY™ menu 1210 when
selected by the registered user (STAY STICKY™ is a trademark of the Perfect
Web Corporation of Delray Beach, Florida), STAY STICKY™ menu 1210 lists
STAY STICKY™ features that are available to the registered user in designing
and marketing its website. The STAY STICKY™ features provide the
registered user with special information concerning, and marketing
opportunties with respect to, other registered users who have designed thewr

websites using the system 100. That is, the STAY STICKY™ features provide

special marketing benefits to registered users of the system 100 vis-a-vis one
another. Specifically, the registered user can select from vwo options on the

20 STAY STICKY™ menu 121€, smart agent and MAIL WIZ™ (MATL WIZ™is a
trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation of Delray Beach, Florida). Upen
the selection of the smart agent oprion from the STAY STICKY™ menu 1218, 2
start agent menu 1220 appears. The registered user can select {e.g., by way of 2

mouse) from among three options on the smart agent menu 1220, a suggested

25 marketing locations opuon 1230, a create links opuion 1240, and a banner ad
rotations option 1250,
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When the registered user selects suggested marketing locations option
1230, the server computer 140 determines the best possible places to marker the
registered user’s website on the internet, That is, the server computer 140
determines other websites on which it would be most beneficial to display a

link to, or banner concerning, the registered user’s websive. The server

5

computer 140 makes this determination based upon the information provided
by the registered user during the log in process, particularly the information
provided in fields 1160 as described with reference to FIG. 11. Using this
information, the server computer 140 searches the information stored in third
party user database 160 to identify other websites on which it would be
desirable 1o marker the registered user’s website. Server computer 140 can
utilize any one of a number of search engines that are currently well known in
the art to identify such websites using the log in information provided by the

registered user. In alternate ernbodiments, server computer 140 can also access

other information other than that within third party wser database 160,
including information concerning websites or other marketing locations that

were not developed through the use of the system 100, Upon determining

desirable marketing locations, the system 100 can display the 1dentified

marketing locations to the registered user.

20 Upon selection by the registered user of the create links option 124G, the
GUI provides a location selection menu 1260, 1n which the registered user can
identify addresses for websites to which the registered user desires its website to
be linked. In the preferred embodiment, the websites can be selected from
among the websites that have been created by other registered users using the

25 system 100, Locauion selection menu 1260 includes several open fields 1270 in

which the registered user can specify desired websites. Further, location
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selection menu 1260 lists the suggested websites that were identified in the
search performed by server computer 140 upon selection of the suggested
marketing locations option 1230, The list includes selection boxes 1275 that the
registered user can check to indicate uts selection of the various suggested
5 websites. If the registered wser has not yet selected suggested marketing
locations option 1238, the server computer 140 performs the search for
suggested websites when it generates location selection menu 1260, Once the
registered user has selected its desired marketing locations on location selection
menu 1260, the system 100 has sufficient information to create links to the
registered nser’s website ar other websites,

The registered user can further select the banner ad rotations oprion 1250
from the smart agent menu 1220. Upon the selecting of banner ad rotations
option 1250, the system 100 determines whether the registered user has already
designed (or uploaded or otherwise provided to the system) a banner ad, as
discussed with refevence to FIG. 9. If the registered user has not already
designed a banner ad, the system displays a message indicating thatv it is
necessary to create a banner ad in order to participate in banner ad rotations.

The system 100 also provides banner ad design options from which the

registered user can select a desired banner design. The design options can be

20 obtained by the registered user by using fx menu 430 to perform a search {or
banner ads. Following selection of a desived banner ad design, STICKY PAD'™
310 appears, allowing the registered user to further modify and then complete
its design of the banner ad, Once a banner ad design is completed, a location

selection menu identical to location selection menu 1260 appears following

|2
LSE

selection of the banner ad rotations option 1250, The location selecvion menu

allows the registered user to specify the websites at which the registered user
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desires its banner ad to appear. Once the registered user has selected its desired
locations on the location selection menu, the system 100 has sufficient
information to create banner ads advertising the registered user’s website at
other websites.
5 By completing these steps relating vo the create hnks option 1240 and/or
the banner ad rotations option 1250, the registered user causes 1ts website 10
participate in linking and/or banner ad display functions with other websites
that also were created using the system 100 by registered users who opted 1o
participate in these linking and/or banner ad display funcrions. Once the
design of the new website by the registered user is completed and the new
website is posted/activated, the system 100 causes the selected websites of other
registered users (.e., the websites selected during the design of the new website)
to display & link and/or banner ad concerning the new website. In the preferred
embodiment, each website that is developed by a registered user who opts to
participate in the linking functions can display unlimited links 1o ather
registered users” websites. If the number of links to be displayed exceeds the

available display space on the display screen, links can be rovated on and off the

screen. Bach website that is developed by a registered user who opts to

participate in the banner ad display functions can rotate an unlimired number of

20 banner ads for other registered users” websites. The banner ads can be shown
sequentially over a period of time at the registered user’s website.

System 100 will couse each website that is designed to participate in the
linking and/or banner ad functions to include, on ar least one web page of the
website, a link region and/or a banner ad region for the display of links ro

25 and/or banner ads for other websites. The links displayed in the link region of

a given website can change as new websites are created using the system 100 by

o
]
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registered users, or as old websires are deactivated. In certain embodiments, a
registered user is allowed to change its selections of desired marketing locations
after the posting of its website; in such embodiments, it can be the case that a

link displayed at a given marketing location is removed from display because

93]

the registered user who selected the link changed its preferences. Likewise, the
banner ads that are sequentially shown in the banner ad rotation region of a
given website can change as new websites are created, old websites are
deactivated or marketing location preferences change. System 100 charges the
registered user’s website a fee for participation in the linking and/or banner ad
10 functions whenever links to the registered user’s website are shown on other
websites, or whenever the banner ad for the registered user’s website is shown
on other websites. For the registered user’s website vo participate in the linking
and/or banner ad functions, the registered user must complete the website

design process and save the selecied locations for links and/or banner ads (as

el
n

well as, in the case of participation in the banner ad functions, save the banner
ad design for the registered user’s website) at the server compurer 140. In some

embaodiments, credit card {(and paymens)} information must be provided by the

registered user when the registered user is setting up the linking and/or banner
ad rotavion functions, L.e., after the registered user specifies the locations at

20 which the registered user desires links and/or banner ads for 1ts website 1o
appear. The amount of payment can depend upon the number of links and/or
banner ads to be displayed, i.e,, the number of desired marketing locations.

Upon selection of the mail wiz option from the STAY STICKY™ menu

B
L 1

with a field 1285 for entering a desired quantity 1285 of e-mail messages to be

sent out, and also provides an e-mail message field 129C in which the registered
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user can input a desired e-mail message. Once the registered user completes the
design of the website, and the website is posted/activated, the system 100 sends
the spectfied e-mail message to other registered users {or their websites), whose
e-mall addresses are located in third party user davabase 160. In certain
embodiments, e-mail messages are only sent to selecred locations that are
specified by the registered user during development of the website, for example,
the locations specified by the registered user in location selection menu 1260. In
other embodiments, e-mail messages are also sent to the e-mail addresses of
parties who are not registered users. In still further embodiments, the system
100 derermines suggested e-mail addresses based upon the log in information
provided by the registered user and the information in third party user database
160, In the preferred embodiment, the number of e-mail messages that are sent
{from the registered user’s website to other e«mail addresses is recorded in a
statistic log, and the number of e-mail messages that are received by the
registered user’s website is also recorded in the statistic log. Further in the
preferred embodiment, the registered user provides payment to the system 100
for the quantity of e-mail messages to be sent as specified on MAIL WIZ™ menu
1280. System 100 continues to send e-mail messages on behall of the registered
user’s website to other e-mail messages until the specified number of e-mail
messages has been sent.

Turning vo FIG 13, the registered user can select e-commerce button 265
to add to its website various features that allow for e-commerce (1.e., allow for
the selling of goods and services over the internet). Upon the selecting of e-
commerce button 263, an e-commerce menu 1310 appears. In the preferred
embodiment, the registered user can select from two different types of e-

commerce features, a standard e-<commerce feature 1320 and an auction feature
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1330, Upon selecting the standard e-commerce feature 1320, the registered user
then can select one or more shopping carts from a shopping carts to select list
1325. Upon selecting the auction feature 1330, the registered user can select one
or more types of auction features from an auction ro select list 1335, After
5 determining the type of ecommerce feature ro be implemented on its website,
the registered user then can upload {i.e., from a memory device at registered
user computer 180} a picture of the product to be sold on the registered user’s
webhsite, at product picture field 1340, Further, in a product description field
1345, a product price field 1350 and a SKU field 1335, a registered user can
respectively input a descriprion of the product to be sold atv its website, the
product’s price and a SKU number correlating to the product. In the case
where an auction feature has been selected, the product price entered in product
price field 1350 is a reserve price. Also, in certain embodiments, the creation of
an auction feature further requires the input of information, by the registered
user, concerning starting and finishing times for the holding of auctions,
Finally, the registered user must input 2 merchant account identifier in a

merchant account field 1360 indicating a merchant account thar will apply o

sales conducted using the shopping cart/auction of the registered user’s website.
If a merchant account relationship has not yet been established such that the

20 registered user cannot enter a merchant account identifier, a merchant account
information form 1370 appears, at which the registered user can enter necessary
information for setting up a merchant account relationship. This information
can include, for example, the name of the registered user’s business, the address
of the business, and the business type, among other types of informarion. In the

preferred embodiments, the merchant account information form 1370 s a

| o]
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standard form that is provided by a credit card and/or merchant account
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provider. The credit card and/or merchant account provider providing the
merchant account information form 1370 in certain embodiments pays a
licensing or other fee to the system 100 in order 1o display its merchant account
information form using the system. When the registered user has completed
5 filling out the merchant account information form 1370, the filled our form is

sent to the credit card and/or merchant account provider. The merchant
account provider eventually responds back to the registered user with follow-up
information concerning the setting up of the merchant account. The registered
user cannot activate any of the e-commerce functons {i.c., functions emploving

10 a shopping cart or auction) without having completed the serting up of a
merchant account with a merchant account provider. Once the merchant
account is set up, however, the registered user enters the merchant account
wdentification information into field 1360 and the e«commerce functionality can
be activated.

15 Referring vo FIG 14, the system 100 is also capable of providing several
types of assistance to the registered user during design of its website. The

registered user can select the examples button 270 to bring up an examples

menu 1410, which in the preferred embodiment hists ten examples 1420 that can
be selected by the registered user. Each of the examples 1420, upon being

20 selected by the registered user, shows how a web page, banner, logo, or other
element can be designed using website design plate 210, STICKY PAD™ 310,
and other features of the system 100, In the preferred embodiment, selection of
an example 1420 produces a visual demonstration of an example website being
taken apart and then put back rogether. While the example website is being put

25 back together, a tutortal program runs that instructs the registered user on

operating website design plate 210, STICKY PAD™ 310, and other features of
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system 100 to allow for the creation, saving, and posting/activation of a website
using the system. In certain embodiments, the system 100 will conduct contests
among registered users concerning the registered users’ prowess in designing
websites.

The registered user can also select the help/statistics button 275 1o bring

R

up 2 help/statistics menu 1430, Help/statistics menu 1430 lists four different
options that are selectable by the registered user: a document help option 144G;
a tech support option 1450, a wizard option 1460, and a size meter option 1470
Upon the selection of the document help option 1440, the GUI displays written

10 instructions concerning various features of the system 100. For example, the
GUI can display explanation messages concerning the purposes and operation of
the various buttons 215-275 when the registered user selects any of those

buttons {or, in certain embodiments, merely positions & cursor or other

selection marker over one of those buttons). Also, for example, the GUl can
15 display instructions as to how a web asset can be modified if that web asset is
positioned within website design plate 210 or STICKY PAD™ 310

With respect to tech support option 1450, the registered user can reach

tech support for the system 100 by telephoning a particuler telephone number
(i.e., 2 900 number), or by sending an e-mail to tech support. Then, by selecting

20 tech support option 1450, tech support personnel for the system 100 can view
the registered user’s website online and provide the registered user with any
needed website design information or other assistance either by way of
telephone or e-mail while viewing the registered user’s website online. Upon
selection of the wizard option 1460, a wizard caricature appears that offers

25 helpful hints and suggestions to the registered user during different steps in the

website design process. The information provided by the wizard is similar to
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that provided in connection with document help option 1440, although the text
shown is typically in a shortened form so that the text can be provided in a
caption along side the wizard caricature. In alternare embodiments, the helpful

hints and suggestions from the wizard caricature are verbalized using speech

5

synthesis technology.

The registered user can {urther select size meter option 1470 o obtain
information regarding how well the registered user’s website, as currently
designed, will perform upon posting. Upon the selection of the size meter
option 1470, a meter box 1480 appears, in which a variety of information
regarding the operability of the current website design is provided. In one
embodiment, as shown int FIG 14, the meter box 1480 includes information
regarding each of the size of the entire website currently being designed, the
time required to download the entire website via the lavernet (fo a computer
accessing the website using a browser) the size of the current web page thavis
being displayed on website design plate 210, and the tme for downloading that
particular web page. Further in the preferred embodiment, each of these types

of information is provided for the website when operating on different types of

internet systems with different connectivities, such as internet systems using a

T-1 communication link, 2 DSL or ISDN communication link, or modems

20 having operation speeds of 56K, 33.6K or 28.8K. In certain embodiments, the
registered user has an option to select the desired/expected connectivity of the
website and to obtain informatien for that connectivity only.

In certain embodiments of the invention, meter box 1480 can contain less

or more information concerning the expected operation of the website being

25 designed. For example, in certain embodiments, the meter box 1480 only

includes size information. In other embodiments, meter box 1480 includes not

ey
g
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only size information regarding the entire website and individual web pages, but
also provides a breakdown of the sizes of each web asset or other clement on a
given web page. In certain embodiments, running meter block 810 displayed in

conjunction with STICKY PAD™ 310 contains the same information that 1s

(¥ 7

displayed in meter box 1480. Although in one embodiment, the meter box
1480 is only displayed when the size meter option 1470 is selected , in alternate
embodiments, the meter box 1480 (or at least some of the information displayed
in meter box 1480) is always displayed on website design plate 210. In such
embodiments, the information being displayed that corresponds to the

10 particular web page that is being edited varies as the registered user changes

from editing one web page to editing a different web page using navigation
button 225. The information can be shown on multiple lines or be provided in

a single-line format to save display space. In the preferred embodiment, the

information provided in meter box 1480 changes whenever a new web asset or
other element is dropped into website design plate 210.
Further, in the preferred embodiment, the system 100 always monitors

the current sizes of the website and web pages thav are being designed, and

3 provides a warning message whenever the website 25 a whole or individual web
pages have exceeded maximum limits for size and download tmes {e.g., “Your
20 site has exceeded download time parameters.”). When the websire being
designed exceeds maximum size and/or download time parameters, the system
100 automarically displays relevant help message to provide the registered user
with suggestions for reducing the size and/or download time of the

website/web page. These warning and help messages can be provided by the

[
(% 1]

wizard feature discussed above. If the registered user does not heed the warning

concerning the size and/or download time of the website/web page, the system
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100 automatically restricts the ability of the registered user to add additional
web assets and other elements to the website/web page and thereby guarantees
that the website, when completed, will be within acceptable size and download
time guidelines.

5 At any time during the course of the design of a website using website
design plate 210 (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed
with reference to FIG. 11), the registered user can select preview bution 230 to
view the operation of the website in its current state of design. The registered
user can view the operation of the website as it would appear using a variety of

i0 different internet browsers, e.g., the Netscape Navigator™ browser or the

Microsoft Internet Explorer™ browser. Previewing the website does not save
the website for activation, but rather gives the registered user a “snapshot” of

the website in its current state, and allows the registered user 1o view the

______ alignment, color schemes and other features of the website before the website is
15 saved and activated. Further, at any time during the design of a website
(assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference to

FIG. 11), the registered user can select save button 218 to save the website in its

present form at server computer 140 {specifically ar third party user database
160). If the website design has been completed and the website is ready for

20 submission and activation on the internet, the registered user can provide such
an indication {in certain embodiments, an additional submit button is displayed
on website design plate 210 o allow the registered user to immediately submit a
completed website for activation on the internet),

If the registered user selects the save button 218 but has not yet provided

[2e]
5

payment information concerning the manner in which the registered user will

be paying for its use of systemn 100, a payment box 1510 appears. Within

542T1RLE 41
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payment box 1510, a message 1520 is provided to the registered user indicating
that payment information is necessary {e.g., “Did you forget to pay?”} and the
registered user is provided with an option 1530 to pay by credit card. When the

pay by credit card option 1530 is selected, a credit card information menu 1540

3

appears, in which the registered user can provided the necessary information for
enabling credit card payment to the system 100 from the registered user's credit
card. In one embodiment, the registered user must enter its name, credit card
number, and expiration date in 2 name field 1550, a eredit card number {ield
1560, and an expiration date field 1570, respectively. Once the credit card
information is received at, and approved by, the system 108, the registered user
can save its website design information. In the preferred embodiment, the
registered user provides the same user identification and password information

that were provided during the log in process at a user identification field 1580

and a password field 1550, respectively, for addivional security. In addition to
15 requiring credit card information for allowing the saving and submission of
website design information by the registered user, the system 100 also requires

credit card information to be provided before allowing the registered user to

access cerrain other features. For example, tech support will only be provided

when the registered user has provided credit card information or contacts tech
20 support via the 900 number or e-mail. Also, the system 100 does not accept

weh addresses specified by the registered user for the purpose of creating links

or participating in banner ad rotation unless the registered user has provided

credit card information,

FIGS. 16-23 provide flow charts showing exemplary steps of operation of

25 the system 100 as it is used by the registered user 1o design a website, In

particular, the flow charts concern the operation of the GUI, i.e., website design

CEEREAARSRTIE.S 42
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plate 210 and STICKY PAD™ 310, The flow charts of FIGS. 16-22 can be
cormbined together to form a larger collection of steps. Referring to FIG. 16,
the operation of the GUI of the system 100 begins with the display of the
website design plate 210 on a user interface at step 1602 The user interface can
be a computer monitor, a television screen or any other wnput/output device
that includes a display screen that is known in the art. Nexe, at step 1604, a
search request is received at the user interface. At step 1606, the system 100
determines if the party accessing the system has already logged into the system.
If the registered party has not already logged in {i.e., the party is potential

customer rather than a registered user), the system proceeds to step 1608, in

which a login form such as that discussed with reference to FIG. 11 is displayed.

At step 1610, the system 100 receives user information at the user interface (Le.,
in the login form). At steps 1612 and 1614, respectively, the user information is
transmitted to and saved at a database of the system, i.e., third party user
database 160.

Upon completing the log in process (such that the potential customer is
now a registered user), or if it was determined in step 1606 that the registered
user was already logged in, the system proceeds 1o step 1616, at which the
system accesses a database to obtain informarion regarding web assets or other
elements, The information that is obtained is responsive to the search request
entered at step 1604; that is, the information concerns web assets, if the search
request was made via fx menu 430, concerns sound elements if the search
request was made via sound menu 540 and concerns color elements if the search
request was made via color pallet 640, The information concerning the web
assets or other elements comes from web assets database 170. At step 1618, the

GUI provides a listing of the available web assets or other elements, in fx menu
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430, sound menu 540 or color pallet 640 depending upon the type of search
request that was received at step 1604, At step 1620, the system 100 receives a
selection indication from the registered user at the user interface that indicates a
first web asset or other element that the registered user desires ro implement in

5 its website. Upon receiving this selection of 2 web asser or other element, the
STICKY PAD™ 310 is displayed at the user interface. Atstep 1624, any further
information that is necessary to display the selected web asset or other elemem
is obtained from web assets database 170, and then, at step 1626, the selected
web asset or other element 1s displayed on the STICKY PAD™ 310, Io step

10 1638, the size of the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the

STICKY PAD™ in the running meter block 810, which in alternate

embodiments can also display the download time or other information

regarding the selected web asset or other element.

Ax step 1630, the system 100 receives an additional mput at the user
15 interface from the registered user. If the additional input is another search
request {as in step 1604), the system 100 again accesses web assets databiase 170 to

obtain information regarding available web assets or other elements, at step

3 1632. At step 1634, the system 100 again provides a listing of available web
assets or other elements that is responsive to the search request. At step 1636,
20 the system 100 receives an input from the registered user indicaring which of
the listed web assets or other elements is desired for implementation in the
registered user’s website. Then, in step 1638, the system 100 retrieves
information concerning the selected web asset or other element, Further, at

step 1640, the system 100 receives an additional input from the registered user

[
(95}

that is 2 command indicating where to position the newly selected web asset or

other element on the STICKY PAD™ 310. The input can be a command to

CBMEEALS4XTIR S 44
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drag and drop the selected web asset or other element onto the first web asset or
other element that is already positioned within the STICKY PAD™ 310, or can
be merely a command to display the selected web asser or other elemeny at some
location within design space 280 of STICKY PAD™ 310, In response to this

3 input command, the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD™ 310 are modified
to taclude the newly selected web asset or other element at step 1642, Upon
modifying the displayved contents of the STICKY PAD™ 310, the size of the
modified contents of the STICKY PAD™ is displayed (.e., updared) ar the
runming meter block 810 of the STICKY PAD™, at step 1644. The program

iC then returns to step 1630,

The additional input received at the user interface at step 1630 can also be

a command to drop the STICKY PAD™ contents into the website design plate

G T

210. H this occurs, the STICKY PAD™ 310 is removed from the user interface,
Le., 13 no longer displayed, at step 1646, Then, at step 1648, the STICKY PAD™

15 contents are displayed in an interactive manner on the website design plate 210,

= The system 100 then is ready to receive an additional input at the user nterface,
at step 1650, In certain embodiments in which the GUI can display both

website design plate 210 and STICKY PAD™ 310 simultancously {e.g., on

fodk ol e

different parts of the display screen of the user interface), the STICKY PAD™
20 310 need not be removed from display. Rather, the contents of the STICKY
PAD™ 310 need only be moved or copied 1o the website design plate 210.
Referring to FIG. 17A, if the input received at the user interface at step
1650 is a text input command, the system 100 immediately displays STICKY
PAD™ 310 again on the user interface at step 1702, The text input command is
25 a selection of text butron 235, Once STICKY PAD™ 310 is displayed, the

registeved user can inpur text by typing text at the user interface, which is
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received by the system 100 av step 1704, The text that Is inpur at the user
interface by the registered user is displayed in the STICKY PAD™ 310, at step
1706, Then, at step 1708, the system 100 receives an additional command at the
user interface. If the command is to invoke the text editor, Le., the registered
) user selects text editer button 345 of STICKY PAD™ 310, the system 100
proceeds to step 1710, and displays text editor options.

At step 1712, the system 100 receives a command concerning the text
editor options.  the registered user provides a commuand to perform a spell
check, the system 100 then executes a spell check of the text at step 1714 and
displays the spell checked rext ar step 1716, before returning to step 1708 to
receive an additional command. I the received command at step 1712 is to
modify one of the font, style, size or color of the text, the system 100 performs

the requested modification and then displays the modified text at step 1718

before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional comamand. The command

Yo
i1t

to modify the font, stvle, size or color of the text can include a selection of a
change font, change style, change size or change color button, followed by a

selection of a desired font, style, size or color to be applied to the text being

edited. At step 1708, it is also possible to receive a command 1o drop the
STICKY PAD™ contents back into the website design plate 210, Hsucha

20 command is received, the STICKY PAD™ 310 is removed from the user
interface (e, is no longer displayed) at step 1720, and then the STICKY PAD™
contents are displayed on the website design plate 210, at step 1722, The
program then returns to step 1650 for receipt of an additional input at the user
interface.

25 Referring to FIG. 178, the additional input received at step 1650 can also

be the selection of tables burton 255 of the website design plate 210 by the

NN G ARy A 3
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registered user, indicating that the registered user wishes to generate a table or
cell. Upon selection of the tables button 255, the system 100 displays the
options concerning the creation of tables and cells, including their location
within a website (e, by displaying tables menu 1110), av step 1750, At step
5 1752, the system 100 receives a selection concerning the tables and cells from the

registered user at the user interface. At step 1754, the selected table or cell 1s
displayed on the website design plate 210. Nexx, at step 1756, 2 command can
be recetved to modify the position or size of the table or cell. Upon receiving
such a command, the table or cell is appropriatelv adjusted in position and/or

10 size at step 1758, The command o modify the position or size of the table or
cell av step 1756 can include a command or selection input concerning the
location of the table or cell within the website or on a web page (e, by way of

locations button 1140). Upon completion of the table or cell, the system 100

returns to step 1650
15 Turning to FIGS, 18A and 18B, the additional input received at the user
interface at step 1650 can be a save input or a preview input, which the

registered user can provide by selecting save button 218 or preview button 230

of the website design plate 210, respectively. Upon receiving the save input, the

system 100 determines in step 1802 whether payment has been received from
20 the registered user. If payment has not yet been received from the registered

user, the system 100 displays at the user interface an inquiry as to whether

payment has been forgotten at step 1804. Upon receiving a pay by credit card

input at the user interface, at step 1806, the system displays a credit card

information form at step 1808 (1.e., credit card information menu 1540). In step
25 1810, credit card information is received from the registered user at the user

interface and, at step 1812, the svstem 100 determines whether the information

2
-3
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15

provided is adequate. If the credit card information is inadequate, the system
100 returns to step 1808 and the eredit card information form is again displayed.
If the credit card information is adequate, the system 100 proceeds 10 step 1814,
in which payment is received from the registered user’s credit card by way of a
standard e-commerce credit card transaction. Upon TeCceiving payinent at step
1814, or having determined that payment was already received at step 1802, the
system 100 saves all of the website design information that is currently existing
in website design plate 210 at the server computer 140, at step 1816, The saved
website design information can then be used to post/activate an operational
website on the internet. Upon saving the information, the system 100 returns
to step 1650. With respect 1o FIG. 18B, if the input at step 1650 is a preview
input, the system 100 proceeds to step 1818, at which a preview of the website’s
operation given its current state of developmient is provided. This allows for
the registered user to view a simulation of the operation of its website, before
the website is saved or activated on the internet. After providing this preview
or sumulation, the system 100 returns to step 1650,

Referring to FIG. 19, the additional input received at step 1650 can also
be a navigation input, which the registered user provides by selecting navigarion
button 225 of website design plate 210, Upon receiving the navigation input,
the system 100 displays a navigation menu {i.¢., navigation menu 1010}, and
then receives an additional input at the user interface, at steps 1902 and 1904,
respectively. If the additional input received a the user interface at step 1904 is
a selection of a page name feld corresponding to pages 1-10 (i.e., fields 1015), the
system 100 receives page name information from the registered user at step 1906
and then displays the page name information in the page name field ar step

1908, before returning to step 1904 to receive an additional mput at the user

43

TikTok Inc. EX1002
TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC

[PR2025-01061
Page 56 of 1793



wverface. If the input received at step 1904 is an add new page command (i.e.,
provided by selecting add new page button 1020}, the system 100 receives page
identification information concerning the newly added page at step 1910 and
displays the new page number and page identification information on the

5 navigation menu at step 1912 before returning to step 1904.

If the input at step 1904 is a selection of the scroll menu {i.c., provided by
selecting scroll menu button 1030}, the system 100 displays suggested page
names at step 1914, and then receives a selection of one or more of the suggested
page names from the registered user at step 1916 before returning to step 1904.

10 If the 1aput received at step 1904 is a selection of the navigation locations menu
(i.e. selection of navigation locations button 1050), the system 100 displays a list
of locations within a web page at which navigation information can be
displayed, at step 1918, Upon receiving a selected location for the navigation
information from the registered user av step 1920, the system returns to step

i5 1904, Further, if the input received at step 1904 is a selection of one of the
displayed page numbers on the navigation menu 1010, the display of the

navigation menu is ended at step 1922, and the selected web page is displayed on

the website design plate 210 at step 1924, The system 100 then returas to step
1650.

20 Referring to FIG. 20, the registered user can provide a STAY STICKY™
wput at step 1650 by selecting STAY STICKY™ button 260. Upon receiving
such an input, the system 100 displays STAY STICKY™ menu 1210 at step
2002 and then receives a STAY STICKY™ selection at step 2004, If the recetved

selection is for the smart agent feature, the system 100 then receives an input

I3
(71

concerning the smart agent feature at smart agent menu 1220, at step 2006, If

the received input is a request for suggested marketing locations, the system 100

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 57 of 1793



checks third party user database 160 to determine whether suggested markering
locations had previously been determined, at step 2008. If suggested marketing
locations had been previously determined, these suggested marketing locations
are then displayed av the user interface, at step 2014, ¥ suggested marketing

L) locations had not been previously determined, the system 100 accesses third
party user database 160 to obtain the registered user's log in information, and
then determines suggested marketing locations based upon this log in
information, at steps 2010 and 2012, respectively. Once the suggested
marketing locations are determined, these suggested marketing locations are

10 then displayed av step 2014. Following display of the suggested marketing

locations at step 2014, the system 100 revurns o step 2004,

I the STAY STICKY™ selection received at step 2004 is to create links,
the system 100 then receives marketing location selections at the user imterface
at step 2018, The marketing location selection information can be provided by

15 the registered user at location selection menu 1260. Upon receiving the
marketing location selection information, the marketing location selection

information is stored at third party user database 160 at step 2020, This stored

information is later used to generate links at the selected marketing locarions
{t.e., websites) when the registered user’s website is activared, The system 100
20 then proceeds to step 2022, at which the system determines whether a reciprocal
link site has already been created in the registered user’s website, for displaying
links to other websites. If a link site has not yet been created, the system creates
a link site on the registered user’s website, at step 2024 before returning to step

1650. Otherwise, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650,

25 If the STAY STICKY™ selection received at step 2004 is for banner ad
rotation, the system 100 proceeds to step 2026, at which the system determines
ORMRIN$642T1%.3 5¢
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whether a banner ad has already been created by the registered user. If a banner
ad has not yet been created, the system 100 proceeds to step 2028, in which the
system displays at the user interface a message indicating that a banner ad needs
1o be created by the registered user in order to participate in banner ad rovation,
5 before revurning to step 1650. A banner ad can then be created by the registered
user using he capabilities of the website design plate 210 and the STICKY
PAD™ 310, including the search capabilities. If it is determined at step 2026 that
a banmer ad has already been created by the registered user, the system 100
proceeds to step 2030, at which it receives marketing location selection
10 information at the user inverface. The marketing location selection information
can be provided at location selection menu 1260 or a similar menu, and can
include markering location selections that were determined by the svstem at
step 2012,
At step 2032, the marketing location selection information provided
15 from the registered user is stored in third party user database 160, where it can
be later accessed upon activation of the registered user’s website, The system

100 then proceeds o step 2034, at which it determines whether a reciprocal

= banner ad site has already been created on the registered user’s website, so that

banner ads from other websites can be displayed on the registered user’s website

20 once 1t 1s acnivated. Il & banner ad site has not yer been created, the system 100
creates a banner ad site at step 2034 before returning to step 1650. Qtherwise, if
a banner ad site has already been created, the system 100 immediately returns 1o
step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user’s website, the registered user’s
website can display an unlimited number of banner ads from other websites on
25 us reciprocal banner ad site, and the system 100 also displays the registered

o
i
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user’s banner ad ar the markering locations {websites) that the registered user

spectiied at step 2030,
p P

feature, the system 100 proceeds to step 2038 and displays MATL WIZ™ menu
5 1280. The system 100 then receives an input from the registered user
concerning the number of parties that the registered user desires to be included
on the registered user's e-mail list, at step 2040, Further, at step 2042, the
system 100 receives an input at the user inverface concerning the registered
user’s desired e-mail message. All of the received information is then saved in
10 third party user database 160, before the system 100 returns to step 165C. Upon
activation of the registered user's website, e-mail messages are sent to other
by the system 100, Although not shewn in FIG. 20, in some embodiments
credit card information {and payment) must be received by the system 100 in
15 order to set up and activate the STAY STICKY™ features, i.¢., banner ad
rotation, links creation, and MAIL WIZ™ In such embodiments, the system

100 performs steps 1808-1814 {shown with respect to FIG. 18} during or

immediarely following its performance of steps 2018-2024, 2026-2036 and 2038-
2044 concerning links creation, banner ad rotation and MAIL WIZ™,
20 respectively.

Referring vo FIG. 21, the registered user can provide an e-commerce
input at step 1650 by selecting e-commerce button 265 from website design plate
21C. Upon receiving the e-commerce input, the system 100 displays ¢
commerce menu 1310, at step 2102, The system 100 then receives av step 2104

25 an input from the registered user concerning the desired type of e-commerce. ¥

the reccived inpur indicates that the registered user desires to employ a standard
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e-comumerce arrangement tnvolving a shopping cart, the system 100 displays a
list of available shopping cart types at step 2106, The system then receives a
selection of a type of shopping cart from the registered user at step 2108, belore
proceeding to step 2114, If the received input at step 2104 is for an e-commerce
arrangement involving an auction, the system 100 displays a list of available
auction types at step 2110, and then receives a selection of a type of auction
from the registered user ar step 2112 before proceeding to step 2114. At step
2114, the system 100 uploads a product picture provided from the regisrered
user, L.e., from the hard drive of the registered user computer 180, Then, the
system 100 further receives inputs concerning the product description, the
product price and the product SKU number at the user interface, at steps 2116,
2118, and 2119, respectively. If the e-commerce arrangement selected by the
registered user involves an auction, the product price information received from
the registered user at step 2118 concerns a reserved price.

Next, at step 2120, the system 100 determines whether merchant account
mformation has already been provided from the registered nser. H merchant
account information has not yet been provided, the system 100 displays
merchant account information form 1370, at step 2122, Upon receiving
merchant account information at the user interface from the registered user at
step 2124, the system 100 then sends the merchant account information to the
merchant account vendor for processing at step 2126, before returning to step
1650. Although, because the registered user has not yet concluded its merchant
account arrangement, the system 100 cannot finalize the registered user’s e-
commerce arrangement, the information provided by the registered user in
steps 2104 to 2119 can be saved and utilized again once the registered user’s

merchant account arrangement has been finalized. I, at step 2120, it is

53
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determined that the merchant account information has already been provided
by the registered user, the system 100 receives a merchant account identification
number or other identifier at the user interface, at step 2128, and then proceeds
to display the finalized shopping cart or auction feature at website design plate

210. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

L

Turning to FIG, 224, the registered user can provide an examples inpue

by selecting examples button 270 from website design plate 210, Upon such a

selection, the system 100 displays an examples menu at the user’s interface, at

step 2124. The system 100 then receives an example selection by the registered
10 user at the user interface, at step 2226, and then displays the selected example, at
step 2228, before returning to step 1650, With respect to FIG. 22B, if the
registered user provides a help/statistics input by selecting help/statistics button
275 of the web design plate 210 at step 1650, the system 100 proceeds to display
help/statistics menu 1430, at step 2202. The system 100 then receives a
help/statistics selection at step 2204. If the help/statistics selection is a
document help input, the system 100 accesses programming database 190 to

obtain relevant written help instructions, at step 2206, and then displays the

written help instructions at the user interface, at step 2208, before returning o
step 1650, 1f the received help/statistics selection concerns tech support, the

20 system 100 displays a message indicating that tech support can be obrained
either by sending an e-mail message or by telephone, at step 2210, The system
100 then provides the registered user with an option to proceed with rech
support, which option must be selected by the registered user in order for a tech

support specialist to view the current status of the registered user’s GUI and

3ol
(%1

provide assistance, at step 2211, Once assistance has been provided, the system

100 returns to step 1650.
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If the received help/statistics selection concerns a wizard input, the
system 100 displays the wizard caricature at the user interface, at step 2212. The
system 100 then accesses programming database 190 to obrain any relevant
wizard suggestions, at step 2214, and then displays the relevant wizard
suggestions, at step 22186, before returning ro step 1650, 1f the help/statistics
selection received ar step 2204 is a size meter input, then the system calculares
size and download time parameters for the registered user’s website, as well as
for the current web page being displayed by website design plate 210, at step
2218, Then, av step 2220, the system 100 displays at the user interface meter
box 1480, which shows the size and download time parameters for the
registered user’s website and the currently displayed web page, before retarning
o step 1650,

Turning to FIG. 23, an additional flow charr is provided showing
operation of the system 100 when the registered user is returning to the system
ta complete a website design that was previously begun. At step 2302, website
design plare 210 is provided at the user interface. If the system 100 determines
that the registered user’s website in its current state of development has more
than one web page, at step 2304, the system 100 displays navigation menu 1010
at step 2306. The system 100 then receives a selection of one of the web page
numbers displayed on navigation menu 1010, at step 2308. Upon receiving a
selected web page number, the system 100 removes navigation menu 1010 from
the user interface, at step 2310, and displays the one or more web assets and
other elements of the selecred web page on the website design plate 210, at step
2312, Further, if the system 100 determines, at step 2304, that the registered

user's website in its current state of development has only web page, the system
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5

displays the one or more web assets or other elements of that web page on the
website design plate 210, at step 2312.

Next, at step 2314, the system 100 receives an edit command provided by
the registered user by selecting edit button 220, Upon receiving the edit

command, the system 100 causes each of the web assets and other elements that

are displayed on the website design plate 210 to become interactive, at step 2316

The system 100 then receives a selection of one or more of the web assets or
other elements displayed on the website design plate, at step 2318. In response
to this selection, the system 100 displays STICKY PAD™ 310 on the user
mterface, at step 2320, and further displays the selected web asser or other
element on the STICKY PAD™ as the STICKY PAD™ contents, at step 2322,
At step 2324, the system 100 receives a command to modify the selected web
asset or other element displayed within STICKY PAD™ 31C. This command
can involve adding additional web assets, sounds or colors to the selected web
asset or to the design space 280 surrounding the selected web asser, as well as
mvolve moving the selected web asset within design space 280 or resizing the
selected web asset, among other modifications.

At step 2326, the modified web asset or other element, or modified
contents of the STICKY PAD™ 310, are displayed within the STICKY PAD™,
At step 2328, the system 100 receives a command to drop the contents of the
STICKY PAD™ 310 into the website design plate 210. Next, at step 2330, the
STICKY PAD™ 310 is removed from the user mrterface {i.e., is no louger
displayed) and the contents of the STICKY PAD™ 310 are moved onto the
website design plate 210, at step 2332, The design of the registered user’s
website can continue with the receiving of additional inputs from the registered

user at the vser interface, at step 2334,

1
o
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While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred
embodiments of this invention, it is to be understood that the invention 1s not
limited ro the precise construction herein disclosed. The fnvention can be
embodied in other specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential

5 attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made to the following claims,
rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the

IVEntion.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

L. A method of assisting a website designer in establishing an
arrangement berween a first website being designed by the website designer and
a second website in order to market the first website at the second website upon
the activation of the first website on the interner, the method comprising:

during design of the first website, receiving information at a user

5

interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be displayed av
the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the
element is to be displayed;

saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the user
interface;

obtaining the element for marketing of the type indicated; and
when the first website is activared with respect o the internet,

wherein the element for marketing includes at least one of a banner ad

concerning the first website and a link to the first website,

1
e
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising, prior to receiving the
information indicating the type of the element and the information specifying
the second website:

receiving at the user interface information concerning at least one of the

5 website designer, a business of the website designer, and the first website;
performing a search of information on a second database having
information concerning at least one of a plurality of third party website
designers, a plurality of third party businesses and a plurality of third party
websites;
10 identifying from the search at least one third party website to which the
first website should be coupled for marketing purposes; and
providing information concerning the at least one third party website at
the user interface.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising
during design of the first website, receiving information specifying a
pluralivy of additional third party websives at which it is desirable to have the

element displayed;

5 saving the information at the first database; and
causing the display of the element for marketing at each of the plurality
of additional third party websites when the first website is activated with

respect 1o the internet,

(411
ox]
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4, The method of claim 1, further comprising:
derermining whether a reciprocal site for the display of at least one
marketing element of a third party website exists in the first website being
designed; and
5 creating the reciprocal site for the display of the at least one marketing
element of the third party website when the reciprocal site does not Vet exist in

the first website being designed.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:
when the element for marketing the first website is a banner ad
concerning the first website, causing the sequential display at the reciprocal site

of the first website of a plurality banner ads respectively concerning a pluraliry

st

of third party websites, when the first website is activated with respect 1o the

internet.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

when the element for marketing the first website is a link to the first
website, causing the display at the reciprocal site of the first website of 2
plurality of links to the plurality of third party websites, when the first website

is activated with respect to the wternet.

L%
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein the element for marketing is the
banner ad concerning the first website, further comprising:
determining whether the banner ad for the first website has already been
designed; and
5 when it is determined that the banner ad for the first website has not yet
been designed,
displaving a message at the user interface indicating the necessity of designing

the banner ad.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising, when it is determined
that the banner ad for the first website has not yet been designed:
providing a first display region on the user interface, the first display
region being capable of displaying a plurality of elements;
5 receiving a search request for available banner ad designs at the user
interface;

performing a search of information concerning a plurality of available

clements stored on a second database in response to the search request, wherein
a search engine program performs the scarch;
19 displaying resules of the search on the user interface; and
receiving a selection command at the user interface to select a first banner

ad design from the results,

£
i
3
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e
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9, The method of claim 8, further comprising:

providing a second display region on the user interface, the second
display region being capable of displaying the plurality of elements;

displaying the first banner ad design in the second display region;

recelving a first command to modify the first banner ad design in the

5

second display region;

modifying the first banner ad design in response to the first command;

terminating the display of the second display region;

displaying the modified first banner ad design in the first display region,
wherein the first display region is capable of displaying the first banner ad
design In an interactive manner; and

saving the modified first banner ad design.

10, The method of claim 9, further comprising:

receiving at the user interface 2 command to preview the modified first

banner ad design; and

providing a preview of the modified first banner ad design, wherein the
5 preview allows for the display of all visual effects of the moditied first banner ad
design, and allows for the sounding of all sonic effects of the modified first

banner ad design.

11, The method of claim 9, farther comprising, prior to the saving of
information concerning the modified first banner ad design:

displaving a prompt concerning payment;
R 7

CHMNTAASEETIN D &2
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receiving credit card processing information at the user interface; and

determining the adequacy of the credit card processing information.

12.  The method of claim 1, further comprising, prior to receiving the
information indicaring the type of the element and the information specifying
the second website:

providing a first display region on the user interface, the first display

5 region being capable of displaying a plurality of elements;

receiving a selection of the smart agent option at the user interface, the
selection of which is indicative of a desire to establish the arrangement between
the first website being designed by the website designer and the second website

in order to market the first website at the second wehsite upon the activation of

the first website on the interner;
displaying a smart agent menu having a suggested marketing locations
option, a create links option and a banner ad rotations option, wherewn the

create links option and the banner ad rotations option can be selected to

indicate the type of the element for marketing
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13. A method of assisting a website designer in establishing an e-
commerce feature on a first website being designed by the website designer for
access by third parties upon the activation of the first website on the internet,
the method comprising:

receiving at a user interface a selection of the e-commerce feature thar is

5

desired to be implemented on the first website, wherein the e-commerce feature
is at least one of a shopping cart and an avction;

receiving at the user interface information concerning a picture of &
product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature;

receiving at the user interface information concerning a written
descripuion of the producy;

receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the
product;

receiving at the user interface information concerning an identification
number of the producy; and

when the first websive is activated on the internet, displaying the e

commerce feature on the first website, wherein display of the e-commerce

feature includes the display of ar lcast some of the picture, written description,
3 P

price and identification information of the product.

14, The method of claim 13, further comprising, prior to recerving at
the user interface the selection of the e-commerce feature thar is desired to be
implemented:

displaying a list of at least one of a plurality of shopping carts and &

1

plurality of auctions.

tes
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15.  The method of claim 13, wherein the e-commerce feature that 1s
selected is an auction, and the information concerning the price of the product

CONCErns a Teserve price.

16.  The method of claim 13, wherein the information concerning the
picture of the product is uploaded from a memory device at 2 wehsite designer
computer, and wherein the information concerning the written description,
price and identificarion number of the product is received at the user interface

into a form field.

17.  The method of claim 13, further comprising, after the receiving of
the information concerning the identification number of the product:

romptine for an input of 2 merchant account identifier;
= ¥

when the merchant account identifier is received, saving the information
5 concerning the selected e-commerce feature, the received information
concerning the picture, wrirten description, price and identification number of
the product, and the merchant account identifier;
when an indication that no merchant account identifier exists is received,
providing a merchant account information form, receiving merchant account
10 information at the user interface, and sending the merchant account

wformation to a merchant account vendor,

CEMEENABEITIR. R 63
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wherein, the e-commerce feature is only displayed on the internet when
both the first website is activated on the internet and the merchant account

wdentifier has been received.

18, The method of claim 13, further comprising:
providing a first display region on the wser interface, the first display
region being capable of displaying a plurality of elemenys;

displaying the selected eccommerce feature including av least some of the

L=

information concerning the picture, written description, price and idenufication
number of the produoct on the first display region,
wherein the first display region is capable of displaying the e-commerce

feature in an interactive manner.

19, A computer-readable storage medium containing computer

executable code for wstructing at least one computer to perform the steps of:

during design of a first website, recelving information at a user interface
indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be displayed at a secand
5 website, and information specifying the second website at which the element is
to be displayed;
saving the information av a first database thar is coupled to the user
interface;
obtaining an element for marketing of the type indicated; and
e causing the display of the element for marketing at the second websiie

when the first website Is activated with respect to the internet,

[
T
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wherein the element for marketing includes at least one of a banner ad

concerning the first website and a link to the first website.

20. A computer-readable storage medium containing computer
executable code for instructing at least one computer o perform the steps ofs

receiving at a user interface a sedection of an e-commeree feature that is
desired to be tmplemented on a first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is

5 at least one of a shopping cart and an auction;

receiving at the user interface information concerning a picture of 2
product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature;

recetving at the user interface wformation concerning a written
description of the product;

10 receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the

product;

receiving at the user interface information concerning an idemification

number of the product; and

when the first website is activated on the internet, displaying the e
i5 commerce feature on the first website, wherein display of the ecommerce
feature includes the display of at least some of the picture, written description,

price and 1dentification information of the product.

ANEEL DTS 3 &y
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21, An internev-based system for assisting a website designer in
establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed by the
website designer and a second website in order to market the first websiee at the
second website upon the activation of the first website on the interner, the

5 system including:

a server computer accessible by a pluralivy of registered user computers
and a plurality of unvegistered computers using the internet, wherein the server
(95 mpute ¥

receives at a user interface displayed at one of the registered user
1 compraters information indicating a type of an element for marketing that isvo
be displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second

website at which the element is to be displayed;

saves the information at 2 first database that is coupled to the server
computer;
15 obtains an element for marketng;
hosts the second websitey

activates the first website on the internet by hosting the first website on

the interner;

provides a web page of the second website to one of the unregistered

-
[ee

compaters; and

displays the element for marketing on the web page.
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ABSTRACT

A method of assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement
between a first website being designed by the website designer and a second
website in order 1o market the first website at the second website upon the
activation of the first website on the internet is provided. The method includes,
during design of the first website, receiving information at & user interface
Indicating a type of an element for marketing thar is to be displayed ut the
second website, and information specifying the second website at which the
clement is to be displayed; saving the information ar a first database that is
coupled 1o the user nterface; obraining the element for marketing of the rype
indicated; and causing the display of the element for marketing at the second

website when the first website is activated with respeet to the internet. The

element for marketing includes av least one of a banner ad concerning the first
website and a link to the first website. Further provided is a method of assisting
a1 wehsite designer in establishing an e-commerce feature on a first website being

designed by the website designer for access by third parties upon the scuvation

of the first website on the internet, wherein the ecommerce feature is at least

one of a shopping cact and an auction,
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Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB contro} number.

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Title of | RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration N
is directed to: The attached application, or

D United States application or PCT international application number

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made In this declaration Is punishable under 18 U.8.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may alsc be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14), Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitied for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor: MST%NO L Date (Optional)

Slgnature uﬂﬁ

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire Inventive entity, must accompany this form.
Use an additional PTO/SB/AIAO1 form for each additional inventor.

This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14, This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wil! vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require 1o complete this form andfor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent fo the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-3199 and sefect option 2.
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Attorney Docket No.: 8201-0013 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of : Customer Number: 55246

Thomas DISTEFANO IIT Confirmation Number: Not yet assigned
Application No.: Not yct assigned Group Art Unit: Not yct assigned

Filed: July 19,2013 Examiner: Not yet assigned

For: RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES
(as amendced)

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.0O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir;

The following Amendment and Remarks are submitted herewith.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Title of the Invention as follows:

METHODFORDEVEFOPING EEECTROMNCDOCUMENTS PROVIDING E-COMMERCE

FOOES RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

Please insert the following paragraph prior to the "BACKGROUND OF THE

INVENTION" on page 1 of the specification.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0000.1] This application is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/763,128, filed on
February 8, 2013, which is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/669,027, filed on November 5,
2012 (now U.S. Patent No. 8,423,399), which is a Continuation of U.S. Application No.
13/206,483 (now U.S. Patent No. 8,335,713), filed on August 9, 2011, which is a Continuation of

U.S. Application No. 09/589,551 (now U.S. Patent No. 7,996,259), filed on June 7, 2000.
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Please delete the Abstract and insert therefore:

A method, within and by a computer hardware system that is configured to serve a first
wcb page associatcd with a first uscr and a sccond web page associated with a sccond uscr,
includes the following. A reciprocal arrangement is established between the first web page and
the second web page based upon both the first and second users opting to participate in the
reciprocal arrangement. A second functional identification element associated with the first
entity is included within the second web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. A
first functional identification element associated with the second entity is included within the
first web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. The second functional identification
clement includes a link to the first web page, and the first functional identification element

includes a link to the second web page.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

Claims 1-21 (Cancelled)

22. (Ncw) A mcthod, within and by a computer hardware system that is configurcd to
serve a first web page associated with a first user and a second web page associated with a
second user, comprising:

establishing a reciprocal arrangement between the first web page and the second web
page based upon both the first and second users opting to participate in the reciprocal
arrangement,

including, within the second web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement, a
second functional identification element associated with the first entity; and

including, within the first web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement, a first
functional identification element associated with the second entity, wherein

the second functional identification element includes a link to the first web page, and

the first functional identification element includes a link to the second web page.

23. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein
the first web page is stored in a database; and

the second web page is stored in the database.

24, (Ncw) The mcthod of claim 22, further comprising

receiving, from a third user, a request for the first web page;
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dynamically generating, using a database, the first web page; and

serving, to the third user, the dynamically-generated first web page.

25. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein

the first web page includes onc or morc web pages.

26. (New) The method of claim 22, further comprising
including, within the first web page, a web asset provided by a third party separate from

the computer hardware system.

27. (New) The method of claim 26, further comprising
causing, based upon the web asset being included within the first web page site, the third

party to be compensated.

28. (New) The method of claim 26, wherein

the web asset is a functional application.

29. (New) The method of claim 22, further comprising
providing, to the first user, at least one recommended web page, associated with the
computer hardware system, into which the second functional identification element is to be

included.

30. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein
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the second functional identification element includes an image.

31. (New) The method of claim 30, further comprising

receiving, from the first user, the image.

32. (New) A webpage implementation server system that is configured to serve a first
web page associated with a first user and a second web page associated with a second user,
comprising:

a database storing information associated with the first and second web pages;

a computer hardware system configured to perform:

establishing a reciprocal arrangement between the first web page and the second
web page based upon both the first and second users opting to participate in the
reciprocal arrangement;

including, within the second web page and based upon the reciprocal
arrangement, a second functional identification element associated with the first entity;
and

including, within the first web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement, a
first functional identification element associated with the second entity, wherein

the second functional identification element includes a link to the first web page, and

the first functional identification element includes a link to the second web page.

33. (Ncw) The server system of claim 32, whercin

the first web page is stored in the database; and
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the second web page is stored in the database.

34, (New) The server system of claim 32, wherein the computer hardware system is
further configured to perform

receiving, from a third uscr, a request for the first web page;

dynamically generating, using the database, the first web page; and

serving, to the third user, the dynamically-generated first web page.

35. (New) The server system of claim 32, wherein

the first web page includes one or more web pages.

36. (New) The server system of claim 32, wherein the computer hardware system is
further configured to perform
including, within the first web page, a web asset provided by a third party separate from

the computer hardware system.

37. (New) The server system of claim 36, wherein the computer hardware system is
further configured to perform
causing, based upon the web asset being included within the first web page site, the third

party to be compensated.

38. (Ncw) The scrver system of claim 36, whercin

the web asset is a functional application.
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39. (New) The server system of claim 32, wherein the computer hardware system is
further configured to perform:

providing, to the first user, at least one recommended web page, associated with the
computer hardwarc system, into which the sccond functional identification clement is to be

included.

40. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein

the second functional identification element includes an image.

41. (New) The method of claim 40, wherein the computer hardware system is further
configured to perform

receiving, from the first user, the image.
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REMARKS

Applicant has cancelled claims 1-21 to remove these claims from further consideration in
this application. Applicant is not conceding in this application that those claims are not
patentable over the prior art cited by the Examiner, as the present claim canccllations arc only for
facilitating expeditious prosecution of the present application. Applicant respectfully reserves
the right to pursue these and other claims in one or more continuations and/or divisional patent
applications. Applicant has introduced new claims 22-41, and Applicant respectfully submits

that the present Amendment does not generate any new matter issue.

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 503611, and please credit any excess fees to such deposit

account.

Date: July 19,2013 Respectfully submitted,

/Scott D. Paul/

Scott D. Paul

Registration No. 42,984
CUSTOMER NUMBER 55246
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RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/763.128. filed on

February 8. 2013, which is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/669.027. filed on November 5.

2012 (now U.S. Patent No. 8.423.399), which is a Continuation of U.S. Application No.

13/206.483 (now U.S. Patent No. 8.335.713), filed on August 9, 2011, which is a Continuation of

U.S. Application No. 09/589,551 (now U.S. Patent No. 7.996.,259). filed on June 7, 2000.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

0002] f8068H-(Not Applicable)

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

0003] f00021-The present invention relates generally to creating and posting web pages
to the internet, and more specifically, to a method for more easily developing web pages through
the use of a graphical user interface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

0004] {6063} The World Wide Web (web) has rapidly become an invaluable tool to
individuals and businesses. Not only can an individual or business post information on the web,
but it can also use the web to transact business. Because the public is acutely aware of the web's

business and personal benefits, millions of web pages are being added to the web each year.
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0005] F6004-Typically, a web page is defined by a document containing HyperText
Markup Language (HTML) code. An HTML document suitable for posting on the internet
includes both "content" and "markup.” The content is information which describes a web page's
text or other information for display or playback on a computer's monitor, speakers, etc. The
markup is information which describes the web page's behavioral characteristics, such as how

the content is displayed and how other information can be accessed via the web page.

00006] f0005)-In order to provide web-based information and services over the internet,
the web employs "client” computers, "browser" software, and "server”" computers. A client
computer is a computer used by an individual to connect to the internet and access web pages. A
browser is a software application, located on a client computer, which requests, via the internet, a
web page from a server computer. After receiving the web page, the browser displays the web
page on the client computer's monitor. A server computer is a computer which stores web page
information, retrieves that information in response to a browser's request, and sends the
information, via the internet, to the client computer. Thus, after a web page is created, the page
must be "posted” to a particular server computer which "hosts" the page, so that the page can be
accessed over the internet.

0007] F80061-In order to have one's web page hosted by a server, the individual must
contract with an internet service provider (ISP) associated with the server. This contract
specifies, among other things, the duration of the time that the ISP will host the page, and how
much the individual will pay for that hosting service.

0008] F800H-Even though the idea of having one's own web page is appealing, the

average individual has little or no knowledge about how to create a web page. Particularly, the
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average individual does not know how to create an HTML document or to post that document to
a server computer. Unless that individual is willing to learn how to create and post their own web
page, that individual is faced with few options.

0009] {0008} The most commonly used avenue for an individual to get his web page on
the internet is to employ one of numerous companies to provide, for a fee, web page/website
development services. After contacting such a website development company, the individual
would meet with one of the company's web page designers to explain the individual's concept for
his web page. The designer would then create the associated HTML document. After approval by
the individual, the designer may provide the service of posting the web page to a server. The
server typically is not associated with the website development company. Thus, the individual
must separately contract with an ISP associated with the server to host the web page. Typically,
this web page creation and posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires
the individual and the designer to spend a significant amount of time together working on a
particular page design. In addition, the process is inefficient because the individual must work
separately with a website development company and an ISP.

0010] F60091-The difficulties and expense associated with web page creation and design
are exacerbated by the fact that many individuals who desire to set up web pages are doing so for
commercial reasons, i.e., the individuals desire to conduct business or "e-commerce” over the
internet using their web pages. Developing a web page/website suitable for e-commerce typically
requires at least two types of features above and beyond those required for a standard (non-
commercial) web page/website. First, an e-commerce website typically requires marketing

features. As noted, there are millions of web pages already existing on the interest, and so the
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success of an internet-based business employing a website depends critically upon whether
consumers on the internet are aware of, and can easily access, the website.

0011] F60101-With respect to these marketing features, a common way of marketing a
website on the internet is to have other websites display advertising messages ("banner ads")
concerning the website. A second way of marketing a particular website on the internet is simply
to have other websites display selectable commands ("links") which, if selected by a person
accessing the other websites using his browser, cause the browser to access the particular
website. Although the use of such banner ads and links is very common, the setting up of such
mechanisms is not always easy. In particular, other websites typically do not display banner ads
and links for a particular website without contractual arrangements, including payment, which
can be difficult for a novice web designer to arrange and expensive to arrange via a website
development company.

0012] F604H-In addition to marketing features, an e-commerce website typically also
requires features that allow the conducting of sales transactions, i.e., features for executing
transactions involving the buying and selling of goods and/or services. Such features typically
include a sales mechanism, i.e., a "shopping cart" mechanism or an "auction.” Further, such
features typically include a payment arrangement, i.e., an arrangement allowing for transfers
from a purchaser's credit card to a merchant account associated with the e-commerce website.
The setting up of such sales mechanisms and payment arrangements also can be difficult for a
novice web designer and expensive if performed by a website development company.

0013] o2} What is needed, therefore, is a method for enabling an individual to
conveniently design a web page without requiring that individual to learn HTML or to interact

extensively with a web page designer at a website development company. What is further needed
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is a streamlined method for web page/website development and, in particular, a method of

facilitating the development of e-commerce websites having key marketing and sales transaction

features.
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION

0014] F80131-The present invention relates to a method of assisting a website designer in
establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed by the website designer and a
second website in order to market the first website at the second website upon the activation of
the first website on the internet. The method includes, during design of the first website,
receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to
be displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the
element is to be displayed. The method further includes saving the information at a first database
that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining the element for marketing of the type indicated.
and causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website when the first website
is activated with respect to the internet. The element for marketing includes at least one of a
banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website.

0015] F00+4-The present invention additionally relates to a method of assisting a
website designer in establishing an e-commerce feature on a first website being designed by the
website designer for access by third parties upon the activation of the first website on the
internet. The method includes receiving at a user interface a selection of the e-commerce feature
that is desired to be implemented on the first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least
one of a shopping cart and an auction. The method further includes receiving at the user interface
information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature,
receiving at the user interface information concerning a written description of the product,

receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the product, and receiving at the
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user interface information concerning an identification number of the product. The method
additionally includes, when the first website is activated on the internet, displaying the e-
commerce feature on the first website. The display of the e-commerce feature includes the
display of at least some of the picture, written description, price and identitication information of
the product.

0016] F80151-The present invention further relates to a computer-readable storage
medium containing computer executable code for instructing at least one computer to perform
several steps. In particular, the computer executable code instructs the computer to perform the
step of, during design of a first website, receiving information at a user interface indicating a
type of an element for marketing that is to be displayed at a second website, and information
specifying the second website at which the element is to be displayed. The steps further include
saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining an
element for marketing of the type indicated, and causing the display of the element for marketing
at the second website when the first website is activated with respect to the internet. The element
for marketing includes at least one of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the
first website.

0017] F00+61-The present invention additionally relates to a computer-readable storage
medium containing computer executable code for instructing at least one computer to perform
several steps. In particular, the computer executable code instructs the computer to perform the
step of receiving at a user interface a selection of an e-commerce feature that is desired to be
implemented on a first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least one of a shopping cart
and an auction. The computer executable code further instructs the computer to perform the steps

of receiving at the user interface information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold
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using the e-commerce feature, receiving at the user interface information concerning a written
description of the product, receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the
product, receiving at the user interface information concerning an identification number of the
product and, when the first website is activated on the internet, displaying the e-commerce
feature on the first website. The display of the e-commerce feature includes the display of at least
some of the picture, written description, price and identification information of the product.
0018] FOHA-The present invention further relates to an internet-based system for
assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement between a first website being
designed by the website designer and a second website in order to market the first website at the
second website upon the activation of the first website on the internet. The system includes a
server computer accessible by a plurality of registered user computers and a plurality of
unregistered computers using the internet. The server computer receives at a user interface
displayed at one of the registered user computers information indicating a type of an element for
marketing that is to be displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second
website at which the element is to be displayed. The server computer additionally saves the
information at a first database that is coupled to the server computer, and obtains an element for
marketing. The server computer further hosts the second website, activates the first website on
the internet by hosting the first website on the internet, provides a web page of the second
website to one of the unregistered computers, and displays the element for marketing on the web

page.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

0019] FOOH9Y-FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention
can be practiced;

0020] fO0201-FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary graphical user interface (GUI), including a
website design plate and a STICKY PAD.TM., which is employed in performing the method of
the present invention;

00211 FOO2H-FIG. 3 illustrates in greater detail the STICKY PAD.TM. of the GUI of
FIG. 2;

0022] fO0221-FIG. 4 illustrates searching for graphic images ("web assets” or "fx") using
the STICKY PAD.TM.;

0023] fOO231-FIG. 5 illustrates searching for sounds using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

0024] FO0241-F1G. 6 illustrates searching for colors using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

0025] FOO251-FIG. 7 illustrates text editing using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

0026] f00261-FIG. 8 illustrates the operation of a running meter on the STICKY
PAD.TM,;

0027] FO027-FIG. 9 illustrates the creation of a banner ad and a logo using the STICKY
PAD.TM.;

0028] FO0281-FIG. 10 illustrates the generation of a website outline using the navigation
feature of the website design plate;

0029] FO0291-FIG. 11 illustrates providing log in information and generating a table/cell
at the website design plate;

00301 fO0301-FIG. 12 illustrates the operation of STAY STICKY.TM. features,

including smart agent and MAIL WIZ.TM. features;
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0031] fOO31-FIG. 13 illustrates the development of website e-commerce mechanisms,
including shopping carts and auctions, as well as the setting-up of a merchant account, using the
e-commerce feature of the website design plate:

0032] fO032}-FIG. 14 illustrates the operation of examples and help/statistics features
(including a size meter/meter box) of the website design plate;

0033] FBO331-FIG. 15 illustrates providing payment (including credit card) information
when attempting to save website information assembled on the website design plate;

0034] [PO341 FIG 1 64ustrates-aflowehartFIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate flowcharts

with method steps for developing a web page ot a website, in accordance with one embodiment

of the present invention;

0035] [O035] FIG 174 Hustrates-aflowehartFIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate flowcharts

with method steps for providing text and tables/cells into a web page of a website that is being
developed, including text editing, which can be performed as part of the flewehartflowcharts of

HGH6FIGS. 16A and 16B;

00306] 00361 FIG 18- HustratesFIGS. 18A and18B illustrate flowcharts with method

steps for saving website information and previewing website operation, which can be performed

as part of the flowchart of HIGFIGS. 16_A and 16B;

0037] O3 FIG19Hustrates-aflowehartFIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate flowcharts

with method steps for generating a website outline using a navigation feature, which can be

performed as part of the flowchart of EXGFIGS. 16_A and 16B;

0038] 0038 FIG—20-Hustrates-a-flowehartFIGS. 20A and 20B illustrate flowcharts

with method steps for performing STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart agent features

10
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and MAIL WIZ.TM. features, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of EXGFIGS. 16
A and 16B;

0039] [OO391 FIG21H-Hustrates-aflowehartFIGS. 21A and 21B illustrate flowcharts

with method steps for performing e-commerce features, which can be performed as part of the

flowchart of FIGFIGS. 16 A and 16B;

0040] FO0401HIG-22 iHustratesa-fowehartFIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C illustrate

flowcharts with method steps for performing examples and help/statistics features, which can be

performed as part of the flowchart of EXG-36FIGS. 16A and 16B; and

00411 fO04H-FIG. 23 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for recommencing

development of, and editing, a website that has already been partially developed using the GUI

of FIG. 2.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
0042] FO0421-1t is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed herein

is for the purpose of description, and not of limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to
embrace all such alternatives, modifications, equivalents, and variations as fall within the spirit
and broad scope of the appended claims. The present invention is a method for developing a
website through the use of a graphical user interface. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a
generalized computer/internet system 100 in which the method of the present invention can be
practiced. Specifically, the preferred system 100 includes a server computer 140 operably
connected to the internet 130 using standard techniques well-known in the art, for instance the

TCP/IP protocol. The method preferably can be implemented through the use of the server

11

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 127 of 1793



computer 140 using standard computer programming techniques well-known in the art. As an
example, the server computer 140 can preferably be programmed using the Java.TM.
programming language distributed by Sun Microcomputer Corp. of Palo Alto, Calif.

0043] f0843}-Three types of other parties can interact with the server computer 140.
First, registered users who have logged in with respect to the server computer 140, as discussed
with reference to FIG. 11, can fully access the server computer at one or more registered users
computers 180. Second, third party potential customers who have not yet logged in with respect
to the server computer 140 can obtain limited access to the server computer at one or more third
party potential customers computers 110. Finally, third party authors who contribute web assets
for use in web pages created by registered users can access the server computer 140, from one or
more third party author computers 120, for the limited purpose of uploading web assets to the
server computer for distribution. Registered users computers 180, third party potential customers
computers 110 and third party authors computers 120 are home computers or other interface
devices (not necessarily complete computers) that are capable of accessing the server computer
140 through the internet 130 using standard web-browsers, well-known in the art.

0044] F80844-The server computer 140 preferably has or is coupled to a third party user
database 160, a web assets database 170, and a programming database 190. The third party user
database 160 preferably includes a listing of all third party users registered to access the server
computer 140. Specifically, information provided during the log in process by registered users is
included in the third party user database 160. Also, information regarding websites that have
been or are being designed by registered users can be saved (as discussed with reference to FIG.
15) in the third party user database 160. Moreover, third party user database 160 preferably

includes a listing of third party authors who have uploaded web assets to the web assets database
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170 for use by the registered users in creating their websites, and who have been authorized by
the system 100 to receive payment for the use of their web assets by the registered users. Web
assets database 170 stores a catalog of web assets uploaded by third party authors. In addition,
web assets that are stored in web assets database 170 can include web assets that are derived
from other sources, such as web assets designed by the operator of the server computer 140.
System 100 automatically compensates a third party author whose uploaded web asset has been
distributed to a registered user. When system 100 posts a web page having a web asset uploaded
by a third party author on behalf of a registered user, the system 100 credits the credit card
account of the third party author in compensation for the use of the web asset. Specifically, the
server computer 140 contacts the credit card company 150 corresponding to the third party
author's credit card and submits a credit over the internet 130 to the credit card company 150.
0045] f0045)-Referring to FIG. 2, the present invention employs a graphical user
interface (GUI) to allow a registered user to easily develop a website comprising one or more
web pages. In one embodiment, all or nearly all of the programming required to operate the GUI
is stored on programming database 190, and is accessed by potential customers and registered
users by way of their web browsers (and is viewed via the internet 130 when needed by those
potential customers and registered users). However, in the preferred embodiment, the
programming required to operate the GUI is provided to potential customers and registered users
as software (i.e., on a floppy disk or a CD-ROM), and is stored directly in the programming
database 190. Potential customers are capable of interacting with the GUI to perform certain
website design functions by logging into computer 140. However, key functions such as
searching for web assets, and saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the

internet 130, can only be performed once the potential customers have logged into the server
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computer 140 and become registered users such that they have full access to the server computer
140 via the internet 130. Hereinafter (except with respect to FIG. 11 concerning the log in
process), all discussion regarding use of the GUI will concern use of the GUI by registered users
at registered user computers 180; however, it should be understood that third party potential
customers can also perform limited functions with respect to the GUI before logging into the
system 100.

0046] {8046} The GUI is provided on a display at the registered user computer 180 and
includes a primary display screen, which is termed a STICKY WEB.TM. website design plate
210 (or web design plate) (STICKY WEB.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation, of
Delray Beach, Fla.). Website design plate 210 has a plurality of selection buttons 212, which in
the preferred embodiment include a log in button 215, a save button 218, an edit button 220, a
navigation button 225, a preview button 230, a text button 235, an fx button 240, a color button
245, a sound button 250, a tables button 255, a STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, an e-commerce
button 265, an examples button 270 and a help/statistics button 275. In one embodiment, a
registered user selects or actuates selection buttons 212 by pointing at the buttons using a mouse
of the registered user computer 180, and clicking on the mouse. In alternate embodiments, a
registered user can select or actuate selection buttons 212 by providing appropriate keystrokes on
a keyboard of the registered user computer 180, by appropriately touching a touch screen of the
registered user computer, or by providing an input signal at another conventional type of input
device known in the art.

00471 F80471-In addition to selection buttons 212, website design plate 210 further
includes a design space 214 in which can be displayed one or more web assets 203, which

together form a web page. Web assets can include JAVA applets, scripts (including moving
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scripts and scripts written in a variety of internet languages such as PERL, CGL SQL, JAVA,
XML and HTML), stock art, clip art, digital art, background images, textures, GIF, JPEG, TIF,
BMP, chat rooms, message boards, web objects, buttons, templates, themes, fading color, mouse
over effects, borders, buttons, shadows, icons, internet designs, sounds, music, etc. In general,
web assets are graphic images, including text and related color, sound and animation features,
which can be displayed on a website. When displayed for a registered user who has logged into
the system 100 (as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the web assets are interactive, i.e.,
information can be exchanged between the registered user and the system 100 via the web assets.
0048] f0848}As shown in FIG. 2, during design of a website using the GUI, a second
display screen, termed a STICKY PAD.TM. 310, is often shown within (or over) website design
plate 210 (STICKY PAD.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach,
Fla.). STICKY PAD.TM. 310 includes a design space 280 on which one or more web assets 305
can be displayed. Web assets 305 can be manipulated on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, which acts
as the editing platform for the registered user and appears when it is necessary to edit or
otherwise modify web assets. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further includes a plurality of selection
buttons 285, 295, which are selected by a registered user in the same manner as selection buttons
212 are selected. As shown in FIG. 3, buttons 285 include an fx button 315, a sound button 320,
a color button 325 and a search button 330, and buttons 295 include a text editor button 345 and
a running meter button 350, in one embodiment of the invention. Buttons 285, 295 are described
in further detail with reference to FIGS. 4-9. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes, in
certain embodiments, a banner bar 290. Banner bar 290 is capable of displaying one or more

banner ads corresponding to other websites designed by other registered users through the use of
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system 100, which allow for marketing of those websites. Also, banner bar 290 is capable of
displaying banner ads corresponding to outside advertisers.

00491 FB00491-A registered user can interact with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to perform a
variety of operations. The registered user can select (by way of a mouse or other input device)
any of the web assets 305 that are currently shown on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, move the web
assets relative to one another, and alter the size of the web assets. Referring to FIGS. 4-6, the
registered user also can select search button 330 to identify and obtain new web assets and other
elements, including sound elements and color elements, which can be added to the website that is
being developed. Upon selecting search button 330, a search menu 410 appears having selectable
options 420 for fx (web assets), sound and color. As shown in FIG. 4, if the registered user
selects fx (web assets) from search menu 410, an fx menu 430 appears. As shown in FIG. 5, if
the registered user selects sound from search menu 410, a sound menu 540 appears. As shown in
FIG. 6, if the registered user selects color from search menu 410, a color pallet 640 appears. To
streamline operation of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the STICKY PAD.TM. further includes
individual fx, sound and color buttons 315, 320 and 325 which, when selected, result in the
immediate display of fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640.

0050] f00504-In the preferred embodiment, fx (web assets) menu 430 includes a search
entry field 435 in which the registered user can enter keywords or other search criteria indicative
of the type of web assets that the registered user desires to implement within its website. Upon
receiving search criteria from the registered user, the system 100 (particularly the server
computer 140) searches the web assets database 170 for web assets that meet the search criteria.
System 100 employs any of a number of conventional search engines to perform the searches.

Upon the commanding of a search by the registered user, the fx menu 430 lists all available web
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assets that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 4. Also in the preferred
embodiment, sound menu 540 includes a search entry field 545 in which the registered user can
enter keywords or other search criteria indicative of the type of sounds that the registered user
desires to implement within its website. Upon receiving search criteria from the registered user,
the system 100 performs a search for sounds meeting the search criteria and then lists all
available sound elements that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 5.

00511 F805H-Fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 typically list available elements in
categories. For example, for fx/web assets, the categories can include icons, scripts, chat rooms
and message boards and, for sound elements, the categories can include general sounds, noises,
music and sound effects. Although in the preferred embodiment, fx menu 430 and sound menu
540 list web assets and sound elements that are identified based upon searches of web assets
database 170 and meet search criteria specified in search entry fields 435, 545, in alternate
embodiments searches need not be performed. In such embodiments, fx menu 430 and sound
menu 540 directly list all available web assets and sound elements that are available for
implementation into a website, without receiving search criteria from the registered user. Further,
with respect to color pallet 640, in the preferred embodiment the color pallet lists all available
colors without receiving search criteria from the registered user or performing any searches to
narrow down the list of available colors. However, in alternate embodiments, color pallet 640
can include a search entry field for receiving search criteria from the registered user and, upon
performing a search, display colors that meet the specified search criteria.

0052] F80523-Once fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640 list available web
assets, sound elements and color elements, respectively, the registered user can select one or

more of the elements for implementation in the registered user's website (i.e., by selecting one or
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more of the elements using a mouse). The registered user can, upon selecting a web asset, sound
or color, cause the selected element to appear within design space 280 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310
(i.e., by double-clicking on the element using a mouse). The registered user also can apply
selected web assets, sound elements or color elements to existing web assets or other elements
within STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The registered user applies the selected elements to existing
elements within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 by dragging and dropping the selected elements
onto the existing elements. In the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be
dragged, dropped and otherwise manipulated around the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 in the same
manner as web assets; when the registered user selects a sound or color element, the selected
sound or color element is displayed as an icon or thumbnail image 550.

0053] f8053}-For example, once a chick icon has been selected from fx menu 430 and is
displayed in design space 280 as web asset 305a (as shown in FIG. 3), the registered user can
further modify the chick to make a peep or other noise by selecting the desired noise from sound
menu 540, dragging the noise to the chick, and dropping the noise onto the chick. If the color of
the chick as obtained from fx menu 430 is not the desired color, i.e., the color is white and not
yellow, the registered user can further modify the color of the chick by selecting the color yellow
from color pallet 640, dragging the color to the chick, and dropping the color onto the chick.
Although in the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged and dropped in
the same manner as web assets, in alternate embodiments, a registered user can instead apply a
particular sound or color element to an existing element within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310
simply by selecting the existing element before (or immediately after) selecting the particular
sound or color element. The web assets, sound elements and color elements displayed in fx menu

430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively, are provided from server computer 140,
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which accesses web assets database 170. Web assets database 170 stores web assets that are
provided from a variety of sources including internet companies, publishers, geeks, designers,
and artists. In the preferred embodiment, some of the web assets stored on web assets database
170 are provided from independent third party authors who access system 100 by way of third
party author computers 120. System 100 compensates the independent third party authors when
their web assets are utilized by registered users in designing websites. Web assets can also be
provided under license from major digital and stock art publishers (i.e., Adobe, Corel, Cormn
Stock, etc.). Although the system 100 is designed to allow the registered user to obtain web
assets and sound and color elements from web assets database 170, the system also allows the
registered user to obtain web assets from other sources. For example, the registered user can
upload its own web assets from a memory device (i.e., the hard drive) of registered user
computer 180. Also, in certain embodiments, the registered user can obtain web assets by
independently accessing third party websites via the internet, and selecting web assets displayed
on those websites.

0054] f00541-The web assets that can be selected from fx menu 430 include web assets
that consist partly, or even entirely, of text. However, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further allows a
registered user to enter text directly into the STICKY PAD.TM. by typing in the desired text at a
keyboard at registered user computer 180. The text is displayed within design space 280 of the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 once the registered user hits the "enter" key on the keyboard. In certain
embodiments, text that is desired for entry into the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 can be uploaded from
a memory associated with registered user computer 180 rather than typed in by the registered
user. Once the text is displayed within the design space 280, the text can be selected by the

registered user and moved around within design space 280 like any other web asset. The text can
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also be edited if the registered user selects the text editor button 345. As shown in FIG. 7, upon
the selection of text editor button 345, a text editor menu 710 appears. Displayed on text editor
menu 710 are a font/style/size/color button 720 and a spell check button 730. Upon selection of
the font/style/size/color button 720, a font/style/size/color menu 740 appears, from which the
registered user can select a plurality of fonts, styles and colors for the text as well as select a size
setting for the text.

00551 f8055}-Upon selection of the spell check button 730, a spell check is performed
using computer algorithms that are well known in the art. In one embodiment, a spell check
result box 750 appears once the spell check has been performed in relation to the text, and
suggested changes to the text appear in the spell check result box. In alternate embodiments, the
spell check is executed without the display of any spell check result box. For example, if a
spelling error is detected in the text, the spelling error is highlighted in the text itself, The
registered user can identify which text is to be edited in a variety of ways. In one embodiment,
the registered user must select the text (i.e., highlight the text, using a mouse) that is to be edited,
and then subsequently select text editor button 710. In another embodiment, the registered user
first selects text editor button 710 and then subsequently selects the text that is to be edited.

0056] F00S61-Referring to FIG. §, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes running
meter button 350. Upon being selected by the registered user, running meter button 350 provides
a running meter block 810 that shows an indication of the size of the web asset(s) that are
displayed on STICKY PAD.TM.310. As shown in FIG. 8, in one embodiment, the indication
provided by running meter block 810 is an indication (preferably displayed on a single line of
text) of the memory required for storing the web assets. In alternate embodiments, other or

additional information can be displayed by running meter block 810, e.g., the time required to
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download or execute the web assets. In the preferred embodiment, this other information is not
displayed by way of selecting running meter button 350 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, but is
displayed by way of help/statistics button 275 of website design plate 210, as described below
with reference to FIG. 14. Although in the present embodiment, size information is only
displayed when running meter button 350 is selected by the registered user, in alternate
embodiments the running meter button is replaced by a running meter display region, which
always displays the total size of all web assets currently being displayed in display region 280.

00571 F6057-In the preferred embodiment, the web assets that are selectable by a
registered user are standardized to facilitate the registered user's creation of a website that
operates in an efficient and user-friendly manner and, in particular, does not require too much
memory or require excessive time to be downloaded from the internet. Thus, in the preferred
embodiment, an authenticating team reviews all web assets that are provided from third party
authors before the web assets are stored on web assets database 170 and accessible by registered
users in designing their websites. The authenticating team only allows web assets that do not
exceed a maximum kilobytes (K) allowed per web asset and web page to be stored on the web
assets database 170. In addition to storing information concerning the characteristics of the web
assets, web assets database 170 also stores accounting information regarding the usage of the
web assets stored on the web assets database. At the end of each time period (i.e., month or
quarter), the server computer 140 reviews the accounting information and determines the amount
of usage of each of the web assets by each registered user. The web asset usage is assigned a
cash amount per use so that a total amount of money owed by each registered user can be

calculated (and charged to each respective registered user).
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0058] F0058+-Turning to FIG. 9, a registered user can utilize STICKY PAD. TM. 310 to
design a banner ad 910 to be used to advertise the registered user's website. The registered user
can search for a desired banner ad design by selecting search button 330 and then selecting fx
from search menu 410 (or simply by selecting fx button 315), to obtain fx menu 430, at which a
search can be requested. In n the fx menu 430, all available banner ads have standard size
configurations, namely 240.times.360 pixels or 240.times.240 pixels. As with respect to other
web assets that are displayed within STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the banner ad 910 that is being
developed using the STICKY PAD.TM. can be moved within the design space 280 and modified
through the addition of other web assets (including text), which are obtained by selecting search
button 330 (or fx button 315) and bringing up fx menu 430. Also, the banners can be modified
through the addition of sounds and colors, which are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or
by selecting sound and color buttons 320 and 325, respectively) to bring up sound menu 540 and
color pallet 640, respectively.

0059] f0859}Also as shown in FIG. 9, the registered user can utilize STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 to design a logo 920 for the registered user's website. As with respect to the
design of banner ads, the registered user can search for a desired logo design in, and select the
desired logo design from, fx menu 430. Alternatively, the registered user can upload an already-
designed logo from a memory device at registered user computer 180 (e.g., the registered user's
hard drive) into STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The selected or uploaded logo can then be further
edited and modified within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, for example, through the addition of
other web assets (including text), sounds and colors. Although in the present embodiment logos
and banner ads are designed using the same searching and design procedures that are employed

in the design of other website elements, in other embodiments STICKY PAD.TM.310 and/or
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website design plate 210 have specific "logo design” and "banner design" buttons that the
registered user can select to design logos and banner ads, respectively.

0060] F60601-When the registered user finishes developing and modifying the web
assets in the design space 280 of the STICKY PAD.TM.310, the registered user drags and drops
(i.e., using a mouse) the web assets into website design plate 210. In alternate embodiments, the
registered user can provide a command to the system 100 to terminate the display of the
STICKY PAD.TM.310, at which time all of the elements being displayed in the STICKY
PAD.TM. appear in the website design plate 210. When the web assets are dropped into website
design plate 210, the web assets become interactive (as long as the registered user has logged in
to the system 100, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11). That is, the web assets become
functional so that the registered user is able to exchange information with respect to the web
assets, 1.e., interact with system 100 through the use of the web assets. When dropped into
website design plate 210, the web assets form or are added to a particular web page of the
website being developed.

0061] F60641-A website that is being developed typically will have more than one web
page. As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user can provide information to the system 100
indicating the number of web pages in the website, as well as determine the web page that is
currently being displayed by website design plate 210, by selecting navigation button 225 on
website design plate 210. Upon selecting navigation button 225, a navigation menu 1010
appears. Navigation menu 1010 includes a list of web pages 1 through 10. In alternate
embodiments, navigation menu 1010 can list fewer or greater than ten web pages. Adjacent to
the web page numbers are fields 1015 for inputting names/identifiers for the respective web

pages. The registered user can input a name/identifier corresponding to each of web pages 1-10
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by selecting the respective field 1015 (i.e., by way of a mouse) and typing in the name/identifier.
The registered user determines which web page is currently being displayed by website design
plate 210 by selecting one of the page numbers in the list. In certain embodiments of the
invention, the website design plate 210 always displays a web page number indication
corresponding to the web page that is currently being displayed, for example, at a corner of
design space 214.

0062] {00621 Websites that are designed using the system 100 are not limited to ten web
pages. As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user can select an add new page button 1020 on
navigation menu 1010 to add additional pages (and to provide names/identifiers corresponding to
those additional pages). Also, although the registered user can type in original names/identifiers
corresponding to the web pages (e.g., in fields 1015), the registered user can also utilize standard
names/identifiers by selecting a scroll menu button 1030. Upon selecting scroll menu button
1030, a scroll menu 1040 appears that lists various standard web page names/identifiers such as,
for example, Company Information, Recent News, Coining Soon, About Us, Products, and
Contact Us. Navigation menu 1010 further includes a navigation locations button 1050. Upon
selecting the navigation locations button 1050, the registered user is able to determine where a
navigation bar or website map/outline will be positioned on one or more web pages of the
website (e.g., at the top, bottom, left or right). The navigation bar or website map/outline allows
website users to visualize the website as a whole and the various web pages that are available for
access by the website users.

0063] FO00631-As discussed, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 acts as the editing platform for
the registered user, and appears when it is necessary to edit or otherwise modify web assets.

During development of a website, the registered user can select (by way of a mouse or other
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input device) one or more of the web assets 205 that are displayed on website design plate 210 to
activate STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and allow editing of the selected web assets, which appear in
design space 280. If an item of text within the design space 214 is selected by the registered user,
both the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and then the text editor menu 710 appear to allow for editing of
the text. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 also appears when the registered user proceeds with a search to
obtain a desired web asset by selecting the fx button 240. Upon the selecting of the fx button 240
by the registered user, the fx menu 430 appears, and the registered user can search for and select
a desired web asset. Once the registered user selects a desired web asset from the fx menu 430,
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with the selected web asset being displayed in design space
280.

00641 F6064-Additionally, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears when either the color or
sound buttons 245, 250 are selected by the registered user. Upon the selecting of the color or
sound buttons 245, 250 by the registered user, the color pallet 640 or sound menu 540 appear,
respectively. Once the registered user selects a desired color or sound from the color pallet or
sound menu, respectively, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with a thumbnail image 550
representing the selected color or sound being displayed in design space 280. Further, STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 appears when the text button 235 of website design plate 210 is selected. When
text button 235 is selected, the STICKY PAD. TM. 310 immediately appears and the registered
user is allowed to type in text at the keyboard of registered user computer 180. Text editor button
345 can then be selected by the registered user from the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to edit the text.

0065] f0065}In addition to web assets (from fx menu 430), sounds, colors and text, the
GUI of system 100 is also capable of adding tables and cells to the website being designed in

order to provide depth and perception to the website. As shown in FIG. 11, when tables button
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255 is selected by the registered user, a tables menu 1110 appears. The registered user can then
select from the tables menu 1110 one or more tables 1120 and cells 1130, and also specify the
locations of the tables/cells on a web page by selecting a locations button 1140. In one
embodiment, the possible locations of tables/cells on a web page include a top location, a bottom
location, a left location and a right location. Unlike the editing of web assets, sounds, colors and
text, in the preferred embodiment STICKY PAD.TM. 310 does not appear upon the selection of
tables button 255. Rather, once a table/cell is selected, the registered user can drag and drop the
selected table/cell directly into website design plate 210.

0066] f0866}-Upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell
automatically aligns at an edge of the design space 214, with the appropriate edge being
determined by the location selected by the registered user. Also upon being dropped into the
website design plate 210, the table/cell becomes interactive. The registered user can move the
table/cell from its original location, and also can adjust the size of the table/cell by selecting the
table/cell (i.e., by way of a mouse) and stretching or contracting the boundaries of the table/cell.
Web assets and other elements can be dragged and dropped both from STICKY PAD.TM. 310
and from other locations on website design plate 210 into tables and cells, and the color of
tables/cells can be modified by selecting color button 245. Tables differ from cells in that cells
typically form enclosed areas within tables. Cells cannot be moved outside of (or moved to
overlap) a table boundary enclosing the cells. In alternate embodiments, tables/cells can be
created and modified by way of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

0067] fo067-Further shown in FIG. 11 is a log in menu 1150 that appears upon the
selection of log in button 215 by a potential customer. In the preferred embodiment of the

invention, several features of the GUI can be operated before completion of the log in process,
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such as uploading web assets from a hard drive of a third party potential customer computer 110
into the website design plate 210. However, key functions such as searching for web assets, and
saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the internet can only be performed by
registered users who have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet. To obtain full
access to the server computer 140 and perform such functions, log in information must be
provided to the system 100. By requiring this log in information, the system 100 can monitor the
activity of the registered users and bill the registered users for their usage of the system,
including their usage of web assets provided from third party author computers 120 and saved on
web assets database 170. Additionally, the information provided by registered users during the
log in process can be used by the system 100 to determine appropriate markets for the registered
users' websites. The use of this market information is discussed further in reference to FIG. 12.
0068] f006&8}-As shown in FIG. 11, the selection of log in button 215 brings up log in
menu 1150. The log in menu 1150 includes a scroll and input form with multiple fields 1160 that
must be filled in to complete the log in process. The fields 1160 can include, for example, fields
for the potential customer's (i.e., prospective registered user’s) name, address, e-mail address,
telephone number, interests, hobbies and businesses. Upon the completing of fields 1160, a
desired identification name is further provided into an identification field 1170 and a desired
password is provided into a password field 1180. The information from fields 1160-1180 is then
provided from the third party potential customer (i.e., prospective registered user) computer 110
via the internet 130 to the server computer 140, where the information is processed and then
provided for storage on third party user database 160. Although in the preferred embodiment, the
identification name and/or password are chosen by the potential customer, in alternate

embodiments, the identification name and password are assigned by the system 100.
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0069] F00691-Assuming that the information provided into the fields 1160-1180 of log
in menu 1150 is not rejected by the server computer 140 (e.g., because information was not
entered for some of the fields, or because the e-mail address that was entered is invalid), the
server computer logs in the potential customer as a registered user and allows the new registered
user to access all of the functionality of the system 100. Also upon successfully logging in the
new registered user, the system prompts the new registered user regarding a web address for the
registered user's website by displaying a URL query form 1190. The web address typically
concludes with any top-level domain name, i.e., .com, .net, etc. The query form is licensed for
use on the system 100 from Internic and/or the other five URL registrants. Further, upon
successfully logging in to the system 100, the new registered user can thereafter bypass the full
log in process when reentering the system by simply inputting its identification name and
password into the identification and password fields 1170, 1180. Upon reentering the system
100, the registered user selects edit button 220 on website design plate 210 to cause the
registered user's website (in its current state of development) to become interactive. Additionally,
upon selecting edit button 220, the registered user can modify any element of the website that is
shown within design space 214 by selecting that element (i.e., by clicking on the element using a
mouse) to bring up STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and then modifying the element within the STICKY
PAD.TM. as discussed above.

0070] FO0704-Turning to FIG. 12, website design plate 210 further includes STAY
STICKY.TM. button 260, which brings up a STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 when selected by
the registered user (STAY STICKY.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation of
Delray Beach, Fla.). STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 lists STAY STICKY.TM. features that are

available to the registered user in designing and marketing its website. The STAY STICKY.TM.

28

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 144 of 1793



features provide the registered user with special information concerning, and marketing
opportunities with respect to, other registered users who have designed their websites using the
system 100. That is, the STAY STICKY.TM. features provide special marketing benefits to
registered users of the system 100 vis-a-vis one another. Specifically, the registered user can
select from two options on the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, smart agent and MAIL
WIZ.TM. (MAIL WIZ.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation of Delray Beach,
Fla.). Upon the selection of the smart agent option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a
smart agent menu 1220 appears. The registered user can select (e.g., by way of a mouse) from
among three options on the smart agent menu 1220, a suggested marketing locations option
1230, a create links option 1240, and a banner ad rotations option 1250.

0071] F607H-When the registered user selects suggested marketing locations option
1230, the server computer 140 determines the best possible places to market the registered user's
website on the internet. That is, the server computer 140 determines other websites on which it
would be most beneficial to display a link to, or banner concerning, the registered user's website.
The server computer 140 makes this determination based upon the information provided by the
registered user during the log in process, particularly the information provided in fields 1160 as
described with reference to FIG. 11. Using this information, the server computer 140 searches
the information stored in third party user database 160 to identify other websites on which it
would be desirable to market the registered user's website. Server computer 140 can utilize any
one of a number of search engines that are currently well known in the art to identify such
websites using the log in information provided by the registered user. In alternate embodiments,
server computer 140 can also access other information other than that within third party user

database 160, including information concerning websites or other marketing locations that *e-
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were not developed through the use of the system 100. Upon determining desirable marketing
locations, the system 100 can display the identified marketing locations to the registered user.

0072] F60721-Upon selection by the registered user of the create links option 1240, the
GUTI provides a location selection menu 1260, in which the registered user can identify addresses
for websites to which the registered user desires its website to be linked. In the preferred
embodiment, the websites can be selected from among the websites that have been created by
other registered users using the system 100. Location selection menu 1260 includes several open
fields 1270 in which the registered user can specify desired websites. Further, location selection
menu 1260 lists the suggested websites that were identified in the search performed by server
computer 140 upon selection of the suggested marketing locations option 1230. The list includes
selection boxes 1275 that the registered user can check to indicate its selection of the various
suggested websites. If the registered user has not yet selected suggested marketing locations
option 1230, the server computer 140 performs the search for suggested websites when it
generates location selection menu 1260. Once the registered user has selected its desired
marketing locations on location selection menu 1260, the system 100 has sufficient information
to create links to the registered user's website at other websites.

0073] F0073+-The registered user can further select the banner ad rotations option 1250
from the smart agent menu 1220. Upon the selecting of banner ad rotations option 1250, the
system 100 determines whether the registered user has already designed (or uploaded or
otherwise provided to the system) a banner ad, as discussed with reference to FIG. 9. If the
registered user has not already designed a banner ad, the system displays a message indicating
that it is necessary to create a banner ad in order to participate in banner ad rotations. The system

100 also provides banner ad design options from which the registered user can select a desired
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banner design. The design options can be obtained by the registered user by using fx menu 430
to perform a search for banner ads. Following selection of a desired banner ad design, STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 appears, allowing the registered user to further modify and then complete its
design of the banner ad. Once a banner ad design is completed, a location selection menu
identical to location selection menu 1260 appears following selection of the banner ad rotations
option 1250. The location selection menu allows the registered user to specify the websites at
which the registered user desires its banner ad to appear. Once the registered user has selected its
desired locations on the location selection menu, the system 100 has sufficient information to
create banner ads advertising the registered user's website at other websites.

0074] [60741-By completing these steps relating to the create links option 1240 and/or
the banner ad rotations option 1250, the registered user causes its website to participate in linking
and/or banner ad display functions with other websites that also were created using the system
100 by registered users who opted to participate in these linking and/or banner ad display
functions. Once the design of the new website by the registered user is completed and the new
website is posted/activated, the system 100 causes the selected websites of other registered users
(i.e., the websites selected during the design of the new website) to display a link and/or banner
ad concerning the new website. In the preferred embodiment, each website that is developed by a
registered user who opts to participate in the linking functions can display unlimited links to
other registered users' websites. If the number of links to be displayed exceeds the available
display space on the display screen, links can be rotated on and off the screen. Each website that
is developed by a registered user who opts to participate in the banner ad display functions can
rotate an unlimited number of banner ads for other registered users' websites. The banner ads can

be shown sequentially over a period of time at the registered user's website.
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0075] F60751-System 100 will cause each website that is designed to participate in the
linking and/or banner ad functions to include, on at least one web page of the website, a link
region and/or a banner ad region for the display of links to and/or banner ads for other websites.
The links displayed in the link region of a given website can change as new websites are created
using the system 100 by registered users, or as old websites are deactivated. In certain
embodiments, a registered user is allowed to change its selections of desired marketing locations
after the posting of its website; in such embodiments, it can be the case that a link displayed at a
given marketing location is removed from display because the registered user who selected the
link changed its preferences. Likewise, the banner ads that are sequentially shown in the banner
ad rotation region of a given website can change as new websites are created, old websites are
deactivated or marketing location preferences change. System 100 charges the registered user’s
website a fee for participation in the linking and/or banner ad functions whenever links to the
registered user's website are shown on other websites, or whenever the banner ad for the
registered user's website is shown on other websites. For the registered user's website to
participate in the linking and/or banner ad functions, the registered user must complete the
website design process and save the selected locations for links and/or banner ads (as well as, in
the case of participation in the banner ad functions, save the banner ad design for the registered
user's website) at the server computer 140. In some embodiments, credit card (and payment)
information must be provided by the registered user when the registered user is setting up the
linking and/or banner ad rotation functions, i.e., after the registered user specifies the locations at
which the registered user desires links and/or banner ads for its website to appear. The amount of
payment can depend upon the number of links and/or banner ads to be displayed, i.e., the number

of desired marketing locations.
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0076] F60761-Upon selection of the mail wiz option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu
1210, a MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280 appears, which provides the registered user with a field
1285 for entering a desired quantity 1285 of e-mail messages to be sent out, and also provides an
e-mail message field 1290 in which the registered user can input a desired e-mail message. Once
the registered user completes the design of the website, and the website is posted/activated, the
system 100 sends the specified e-mail message to other registered users (or their websites),
whose e-mail addresses are located in third party user database 160. In certain embodiments, e-
mail messages are only sent to selected locations that are specified by the registered user during
development of the website, for example, the locations specified by the registered user in
location selection menu 1260. In other embodiments, e-mail messages are also sent to the e-mail
addresses of parties who are not registered users. In still further embodiments, the system 100
determines suggested e-mail addresses based upon the log in information provided by the
registered user and the information in third party user database 160. In the preferred
embodiment, the number of e-mail messages that are sent from the registered user's website to
other e-mail addresses is recorded in a statistic log, and the number of e-mail messages that are
received by the registered user's website is also recorded in the statistic log. Further in the
preferred embodiment, the registered user provides payment to the system 100 for the quantity of
e-mail messages to be sent as specified on MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280. System 100 continues to
send e-mail messages on behalf of the registered user's website to other e-mail messages until the
specified number of e-mail messages has been sent.

00771 F8077-Turning to FIG. 13, the registered user can select e-commerce button 265
to add to its website various features that allow for e-commerce (i.e., allow for the selling of

goods and services over the internet). Upon the selecting of e-commerce button 265, an e-
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commerce menu 1310 appears. In the preferred embodiment, the registered user can select from
two different types of e-commerce features, a standard e-commerce feature 1320 and an auction
feature 1330. Upon selecting the standard e-commerce feature 1320, the registered user then can
select one or more shopping carts from a shopping carts to select list 1325. Upon selecting the
auction feature 1330, the registered user can select one or more types of auction features from an
auction to select list 1335. After determining the type of e-commerce feature to be implemented
on its website, the registered user then can upload (i.e., from a memory device at registered user
computer 180) a picture of the product to be sold on the registered user's website, at product
picture field 1340. Further, in a product description field 1345, a product price field 1350 and a
SKU field 1355, a registered user can respectively input a description of the product to be sold at
its website, the product's price and a SKU number correlating to the product. In the case where
an auction feature has been selected, the product price entered in product price field 1350 is a
reserve price. Also, in certain embodiments, the creation of an auction feature further requires
the input of information, by the registered user, concerning starting and finishing times for the
holding of auctions.

0078] F60781-Finally, the registered user must input a merchant account identifier in a
merchant account field 1360 indicating a merchant account that will apply to sales conducted
using the shopping cart/auction of the registered user's website. If a merchant account
relationship has not yet been established such that the registered user cannot enter a merchant
account identifier, a merchant account information form 1370 appears, at which the registered
user can enter necessary information for setting up a merchant account relationship. This
information can include, for example, the name of the registered user's business, the address of

the business, and the business type, among other types of information. In the preferred
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embodiments, the merchant account information form 1370 is a standard form that is provided
by a credit card and/or merchant account provider. The credit card and/or merchant account
provider providing the merchant account information form 1370 in certain embodiments pays a
licensing or other fee to the system 100 in order to display its merchant account information form
using the system. When the registered user has completed filling out the merchant account
information form 1370, the filled out form is sent to the credit card and/or merchant account
provider. The merchant account provider eventually responds back to the registered user with
follow-up information concerning the setting up of the merchant account. The registered user
cannot activate any of the e-commerce functions (i.e., functions employing a shopping cart or
auction) without having completed the setting up of a merchant account with a merchant account
provider. Once the merchant account is set up, however, the registered user enters the merchant
account identification information into field 1360 and the e-commerce functionality can be
activated.

0079] FO879}-Referring to FIG. 14, the system 100 is also capable of providing several
types of assistance to the registered user during design of its website. The registered user can
select the examples button 270 to bring up an examples menu 1410, which in the preferred
embodiment lists ten examples 1420 that can be selected by the registered user. Each of the
examples 1420, upon being selected by the registered user, shows how a web page, banner, logo,
or other element can be designed using website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and
other features of the system 100. In the preferred embodiment, selection of an example 1420
produces a visual demonstration of an example website being taken apart and then put back
together. While the example website is being put back together, a tutorial program runs that

instructs the registered user on operating website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM.310, and
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other features of system 100 to allow for the creation, saving, and posting/activation of a website
using the system. In certain embodiments, the system 100 will conduct contests among registered
users concerning the registered users' prowess in designing websites.

00801 f00806}-The registered user can also select the help/statistics button 275 to bring
up a help/statistics menu 1430. Help/statistics menu 1430 lists four different options that are
selectable by the registered user: a document help option 1440; a tech support option 1450, a
wizard option 1460, and a size meter option 1470. Upon the selection of the document help
option 1440, the GUI displays written instructions concerning various features of the system 100.
For example, the GUI can display explanation messages concerning the purposes and operation
of the various buttons 215-275 when the registered user selects any of those buttons (or, in
certain embodiments, merely positions a cursor or other selection marker over one of those
buttons). Also, for example, the GUI can display instructions as to how a web asset can be
modified if that web asset is positioned within website design plate 210 or STICKY PAD.TM.
310.

0081] F6084H-With respect to tech support option 1450, the registered user can reach
tech support for the system 100 by telephoning a particular telephone number (i.e., a 900
number), or by sending an e-mail to tech support. Then, by selecting tech support option 1450,
tech support personnel for the system 100 can view the registered user's website online and
provide the registered user with any needed website design information or other assistance either
by way of telephone or e-mail while viewing the registered user's website online. Upon selection
of the wizard option 1460, a wizard caricature appears that offers helpful hints and suggestions to
the registered user during different steps in the website design process. The information provided

by the wizard is similar to that provided in connection with document help option 1440, although
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the text shown is typically in a shortened form so that the text can be provided in a caption along
side the wizard caricature. In alternate embodiments, the helpful hints and suggestions from the
wizard caricature are verbalized using speech synthesis technology.

0082] f0082}-The registered user can further select size meter option 1470 to obtain
information regarding how well the registered user's website, as currently designed, will perform
upon posting. Upon the selection of the size meter option 1470, a meter box 1480 appears, in
which a variety of information regarding the operability of the current website design is
provided. In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 14, the meter box 1480 includes information
regarding each of the size of the entire website currently being designed, the time required to
download the entire website via the internet (to a computer accessing the website using a
browser) the size of the current web page that is being displayed on website design plate 210,
and the time for downloading that particular web page. Further in the preferred embodiment,
each of these types of information is provided for the website when operating on different types
of internet systems with different connectivities, such as internet systems using a T-1
communication link, a DSL or ISDN communication link, or modems having operation speeds
of 56K, 33.6K or 28.8K. In certain embodiments, the registered user has an option to select the
desired/expected connectivity of the website and to obtain information for that connectivity only.

0083] f0083+In certain embodiments of the invention, meter box 1480 can contain less
or more information concerning the expected operation of the website being designed. For
example, in certain embodiments, the meter box 1480 only includes size information. In other
embodiments, meter box 1480 includes not only size information regarding the entire website
and individual web pages, but also provides a breakdown of the sizes of each web asset or other

element on a given web page. In certain embodiments, running meter block 810 displayed in
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conjunction with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 contains the same information that is displayed in
meter box 1480. Although in one embodiment, the meter box 1480 is only displayed when the
size meter option 1470 is selected , in alternate embodiments, the meter box 1480 (or at least
some of the information displayed in meter box 1480) is always displayed on website design
plate 210. In such embodiments, the information being displayed that corresponds to the
particular web page that is being edited varies as the registered user changes from editing one
web page to editing a different web page using navigation button 225. The information can be
shown on multiple lines or be provided in a single-line format to save display space. In the
preferred embodiment, the information provided in meter box 1480 changes whenever a new
web asset or other element is dropped into website design plate 210.

0084] F6084-Further, in the preferred embodiment, the system 100 always monitors the
current sizes of the website and web pages that are being designed, and provides a warning
message whenever the website as a whole or individual web pages have exceeded maximum
limits for size and download times (e.g., "Your site has exceeded download time parameters.").
When the website being designed exceeds maximum size and/or download time parameters, the
system 100 automatically displays relevant help message to provide the registered user with
suggestions for reducing the size and/or download time of the website/web page. These warning
and help messages can be provided by the wizard feature discussed above. If the registered user
does not heed the warning concerning the size and/or download time of the website/web page,
the system 100 automatically restricts the ability of the registered user to add additional web
assets and other elements to the website/web page and thereby guarantees that the website, when

completed, will be within acceptable size and download time guidelines.

38

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 154 of 1793



0085] FO0851-At any time during the course of the design of a website using website
design plate 210 (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference to
FIG. 11), the registered user can select preview button 230 to view the operation of the website
in its current state of design. The registered user can view the operation of the website as it
would appear using a variety of different internet browsers, e.g., the Netscape Navigator.TM.
browser or the Microsoft Internet Explorer. TM. browser. Previewing the website does not save
the website for activation, but rather gives the registered user a "snapshot” of the website in its
current state, and allows the registered user to view the alignment, color schemes and other
features of the website before the website is saved and activated. Further, at any time during the
design of a website (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference
to FIG. 11), the registered user can select save button 218 to save the website in its present form
at server computer 140 (specifically at third party user database 160). If the website design has
been completed and the website is ready for submission and activation on the internet, the
registered user can provide such an indication (in certain embodiments, an additional submit
button is displayed on website design plate 210 to allow the registered user to immediately
submit a completed website for activation on the internet).

0086] FO0861-If the registered user selects the save button 218 but has not yet provided
payment information concerning the manner in which the registered user will be paying for its
use of system 100, a payment box 1510 appears. Within payment box 1510, a message 1520 is
provided to the registered user indicating that payment information is necessary (e.g., "Did you
forget to pay?") and the registered user is provided with an option 1530 to pay by credit card.
When the pay by credit card option 1530 is selected, a credit card information menu 1540

appears, in which the registered user can provided the necessary information for enabling credit
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card payment to the system 100 from the registered user's credit card. In one embodiment, the
registered user must enter its name, credit card number, and expiration date in a name field 1550,
a credit card number field 1560, and an expiration date field 1570, respectively. Once the credit
card information is received at, and approved by, the system 100, the registered user can save its
website design information. In the preferred embodiment, the registered user provides the same
user identification and password information that were provided during the log in process at a
user identification field 1580 and a password field 1590, respectively, for additional security. In
addition to requiring credit card information for allowing the saving and submission of website
design information by the registered user, the system 100 also requires credit card information to
be provided before allowing the registered user to access certain other features. For example,
tech support will only be provided when the registered user has provided credit card information
or contacts tech support via the 900 number or e-mail. Also, the system 100 does not accept web
addresses specified by the registered user for the purpose of creating links or participating in
banner ad rotation unless the registered user has provided credit card information.

0087] FOO8H-FIGS. 1616A-23 provide flow charts showing exemplary steps of
operation of the system 100 as it is used by the registered user to design a website. In particular,
the flow charts concern the operation of the GUI, i.e., website design plate 210 and STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. The flow charts of FIGS. 16 2216A-22C can be combined together to form a

larger collection of steps. Referring to FHGFIGS. 16_A and 16B, the operation of the GUI of the

system 100 begins with the display of the website design plate 210 on a user interface at step
1602. The user interface can be a computer monitor, a television screen or any other input/output
device that includes a display screen that is known in the art. Next, at step 1604, a search request

is received at the user interface. At step 1606, the system 100 determines if the party accessing
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the system has already logged into the system. If the registered party has not already logged in
(i.e., the party is a potential customer rather than a registered user), the system proceeds to step
1608, in which a login form such as that discussed with reference to FIG. 11 is displayed. At step
1610, the system 100 receives user information at the user interface (i.e., in the login form). At
steps 1612 and 1614, respectively, the user information is transmitted to and saved at a database
of the system, i.e., third party user database 160.

0088] f808&}-Upon completing the log in process (such that the potential customer is
now a registered user), or if it was determined in step 1606 that the registered user was already
logged in, the system proceeds to step 1616, at which the system accesses a database to obtain
information regarding web assets or other elements. The information that is obtained is
responsive to the search request entered at step 1604; that is, the information concerns web
assets, if the search request was made via fx menu 430, concerns sound elements if the search
request was made via sound menu 540 and concerns color elements if the search request was
made via color pallet 640. The information concerning the web assets or other elements comes
from web assets database 170. At step 1618, the GUI provides a listing of the available web
assets or other elements, in fx menu 430, sound menu 540 or color pallet 640 depending upon the
type of search request that was received at step 1604. At step 1620, the system 100 receives a
selection indication from the registered user at the user interface that indicates a first web asset or
other element that the registered user desires to implement in its website. Upon receiving this
selection of a web asset or other element, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed at the user
interface. At step 1624, any further information that is necessary to display the selected web
asset or other element is obtained from web assets database 170, and then, at step 1626, the

selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In step 1628, the
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size of the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. in the
running meter block 810, which in alternate embodiments can also display the download time or
other information regarding the selected web asset or other element.

0089] fO089}-At step 1630, the system 100 receives an additional input at the user
interface from the registered user. If the additional input is another search request (as in step
1604), the system 100 again accesses web assets database 170 to obtain information regarding
available web assets or other elements, at step 1632. At step 1634, the system 100 again provides
a listing of available web assets or other elements that is responsive to the search request. At step
1636, the system 100 receives an input from the registered user indicating which of the listed
web assets or other elements is desired for implementation in the registered user's website. Then,
in step 1638, the system 100 retrieves information concerning the selected web asset or other
element. Further, at step 1640, the system 100 receives an additional input from the registered
user that is a command indicating where to position the newly selected web asset or other
element on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The input can be a command to drag and drop the
selected web asset or other element onto the first web asset or other element that is already
positioned within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, or can be merely a command to display the
selected web asset or other element at some location within design space 280 of STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. In response to this input command, the displayed contents of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 are modified to include the newly selected web asset or other element at step
1642. Upon modifying the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the size of the
modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. is displayed (i.e., updated) at the running meter

block 810 of the STICKY PAD.TM., at step 1644. The program then returns to step 1630.
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0090] F60901-The additional input received at the user interface at step 1630 can also be
a command to drop the STICKY PAD.TM. contents into the website design plate 210. If this
occurs, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface, i.e., is no longer
displayed, at step 1646. Then, at step 1648, the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed in an
interactive manner on the website design plate 210. The system 100 then is ready to receive an
additional input at the user interface, at step 1650. In certain embodiments in which the GUI can
display both website design plate 210 and STICKY PAD.TM. 310 simultaneously (e.g., on
different parts of the display screen of the user interface), the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need not
be removed from display. Rather, the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need only be
moved or copied to the website design plate 210.

0091] FB09H-Referring to FIG. 17A, if the input received at the user interface at step
1650 13 a text input command, the system 100 immediately displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310
again on the user interface at step 1702. The text input command is a selection of text button 235.
Once STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed, the registered user can input text by typing text at the
user interface, which is received by the system 100 at step 1704. The text that is input at the user
interface by the registered user is displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at step 1706. Then, at
step 1708, the system 100 receives an additional command at the user interface. If the command
is to invoke the text editor, i.e., the registered user selects text editor button 345 of STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the system 100 proceeds to step 1710, and displays text editor options.

0092] F60921-At step 1712, the system 100 receives a command concerning the text
editor options. If the registered user provides a command to perform a spell check, the system
100 then executes a spell check of the text at step 1714 and displays the spell checked text at step

1716, before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional command. If the received command
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at step 1712 is to modify one of the font, style, size or color of the text, the system 100 performs
the requested modification and then displays the modified text at step 1718 before returning to
step 1708 to receive an additional command. The command to modify the font, style, size or
color of the text can include a selection of a change font, change style, change size or change
color button, followed by a selection of a desired font, style, size or color to be applied to the text
being edited. At step 1708, it is also possible to receive a command to drop the STICKY
PAD.TM. contents back into the website design plate 210. If such a command is received, the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) at step

1720, and then the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed on the website design plate 210, at
step 1722. The program then returns to step 1650 for receipt of an additional input at the user
interface.

0093] f80931 Referring to FIG. 17B, the additional input received at step 1650 can also
be the selection of tables button 255 of the website design plate 210 by the registered user,
indicating that the registered user wishes to generate a table or cell. Upon selection of the tables
button 255, the system 100 displays the options concerning the creation of tables and cells,
including their location within a website (i.e., by displaying tables menu 1110), at step 1750. At
step 1752, the system 100 receives a selection concerning the tables and cells from the registered
user at the user interface. At step 1754, the selected table or cell is displayed on the website
design plate 210. Next, at step 1756, a command can be received to modify the position or size
of the table or cell. Upon receiving such a command, the table or cell is appropriately adjusted in
position and/or size at step 1758. The command to modify the position or size of the table or cell

at step 1756 can include a command or selection input concerning the location of the table or cell
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within the website or on a web page (i.e., by way of locations button 1140). Upon completion of
the table or cell, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

0094] F6094}-Turning to FIGS. 18A and 18B, the additional input received at the user
interface at step 1650 can be a save input or a preview input, which the registered user can
provide by selecting save button 218 or preview button 230 of the website design plate 210,
respectively. Upon receiving the save input, the system 100 determines in step 1802 whether
payment has been received from the registered user. If payment has not yet been received from
the registered user, the system 100 displays at the user interface an inquiry as to whether
payment has been forgotten at step 1804. Upon receiving a pay by credit card input at the user
interface, at step 1806, the system displays a credit card information form at step 1808 (i.e.,
credit card information menu 1540). In step 1810, credit card information is received from the
registered user at the user interface and, at step 1812, the system 100 determines whether the
information provided is adequate. If the credit card information is inadequate, the system 100
returns to step 1808 and the credit card information form is again displayed. If the credit card
information is adequate, the system 100 proceeds to step 1814, in which payment is received
from the registered user's credit card by way of a standard e-commerce credit card transaction.
Upon receiving payment at step 1814, or having determined that payment was already received
at step 1802, the system 100 saves all of the website design information that is currently existing
in website design plate 210 at the server computer 140, at step 1816. The saved website design
information can then be used to post/activate an operational website on the internet. Upon saving
the information, the system 100 returns to step 1650. With respect to FIG. 18B, if the input at
step 1650 is a preview input, the system 100 proceeds to step 1818, at which a preview of the

website's operation given its current state of development is provided. This allows for the
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registered user to view a simulation of the operation of its website, before the website is saved or
activated on the internet. After providing this preview or simulation, the system 100 returns to
step 1650.

0093] foa95}-Referring to FHG—9FIGS. 19A and 19B, the additional input received at

step 1650 can also be a navigation input, which the registered user provides by selecting
navigation button 225 of website design plate 210. Upon receiving the navigation input, the
system 100 displays a navigation menu (i.e., navigation menu 1010), and then receives an
additional input at the user interface, at steps 1902 and 1904, respectively. If the additional input
received at the user interface at step 1904 is a selection of a page name field corresponding to
pages 1-10 (i.e., fields 1015), the system 100 receives page name information from the registered
user at step 1906 and then displays the page name information in the page name field at step

1908, before returning to step 1904 to receive an additional input at the user interface. If the
input received at step 1904 is an add new page command (i.e., provided by selecting add new
page button 1020), the system 100 receives page identification information concerning the newly
added page at step 1910 and displays the new page number and page identification information
on the navigation menu at step 1912 before returning to step 1904.

0096] FO0961-If the input at step 1904 is a selection of the scroll menu (i.e., provided by
selecting scroll menu button 1030), the system 100 displays suggested page names at step 1914,
and then receives a selection of one or more of the suggested page names from the registered
user at step 1916 before returning to step 1904. If the input received at step 1904 is a selection of
the navigation locations menu (i.e. selection of navigation locations button 1050), the system 100
displays a list of locations within a web page at which navigation information can be displayed,

at step 1918. Upon receiving a selected location for the navigation information from the
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registered user at step 1920, the system returns to step 1904. Further, if the input received at step
1904 is a selection of one of the displayed page numbers on the navigation menu 1010, the
display of the navigation menu is ended at step 1922, and the selected web page is displayed on
the website design plate 210 at step 1924. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

0097] F009-Referring to FIG-—20FIGS. 20A and 20B, the registered user can provide a

STAY STICKY.TM. input at step 1650 by selecting STAY STICKY.TM. button 260. Upon
receiving such an input, the system 100 displays STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 at step 2002
and then receives a STAY STICKY.TM. selection at step 2004. If the received selection is for
the smart agent feature, the system 100 then receives an input concerning the smart agent feature
at smart agent menu 1220, at step 2006. If the received input is a request for suggested marketing
locations, the system 100 checks third party user database 160 to determine whether suggested
marketing locations had previously been determined, at step 2008. If suggested marketing
locations had been previously determined, these suggested marketing locations are then
displayed at the user interface, at step 2014. If suggested marketing locations had not been
previously determined, the system 100 accesses third party user database 160 to obtain the
registered user's log in information, and then determines suggested marketing locations based
upon this log in information, at steps 2010 and 2012, respectively. Once the suggested marketing
locations are determined, these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at step 2014.
Following display of the suggested marketing locations at step 2014, the system 100 returns to
step 2004.

0098] f009&}-1f the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is to create
links, the system 100 then receives marketing location selections at the user interface at step

2018. The marketing location selection information can be provided by the registered user at
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location selection menu 1260. Upon receiving the marketing location selection information, the
marketing location selection information is stored at third party user database 160 at step 2020.
This stored information is later used to generate links at the selected marketing locations (i.e.,
websites) when the registered user's website is activated. The system 100 then proceeds to step
2022, at which the system determines whether a reciprocal link site has already been created in
the registered user's website, for displaying links to other websites. If a link site has not yet been
created, the system creates a link site on the registered user's website, at step 2024 before
returning to step 1650. Otherwise, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650.

00991 fOQ99HIf the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is for banner ad
rotation, the system 100 proceeds to step 2026, at which the system determines whether a banner
ad has already been created by the registered user. If a banner ad has not yet been created, the
system 100 proceeds to step 2028, in which the system displays at the user interface a message
indicating that a banner ad needs to be created by the registered user in order to participate in
banner ad rotation, before returning to step 1650. A banner ad can then be created by the
registered user using he capabilities of the website design plate 210 and the STICKY PAD.TM.
310, including the search capabilities. If it is determined at step 2026 that a banner ad has already
been created by the registered user, the system 100 proceeds to step 2030, at which it receives
marketing location selection information at the user interface. The marketing location selection
information can be provided at location selection menu 1260 or a similar menu, and can include
marketing location selections that were determined by the system at step 2012.

0100] FOHO01-At step 2032, the marketing location selection information provided from
the registered user is stored in third party user database 160, where it can be later accessed upon

activation of the registered user's website. The system 100 then proceeds to step 2034, at which it
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determines whether a reciprocal banner ad site has already been created on the registered user's
website, so that banner ads from other websites can be displayed on the registered user's website
once it is activated. If a banner ad site has not yet been created, the system 100 creates a banner
ad site at step 2036 before returning to step 1650. Otherwise, if a banner ad site has already been
created, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's
website, the registered user's website can display an unlimited number of banner ads from other
websites on its reciprocal banner ad site, and the system 100 also displays the registered user's
banner ad at the marketing locations (websites) that the registered user specified at step 2030.
01011 fHOHHIE, at step 2004, the STAY STICKY.TM. selection is for the MAIL
WIZ.TM. feature, the system 100 proceeds to step 2038 and displays MAIL WIZ. TM. menu
1280. The system 100 then receives an input from the registered user concerning the number of
parties that the registered user desires to be included on the registered user's e-mail list, at step
2040. Further, at step 2042, the system 100 receives an input at the user interface concerning the
registered user's desired e-mail message. All of the received information is then saved in third
party user database 160, before the system 100 returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the
registered user's website, e-mail messages are sent to other registered user's websites, and the
number of e-mail messages sent is monitored by the system 100. Although not shown in FIG=

20FIGS. 20A and 20B, in some embodiments credit card information (and payment) must be

received by the system 100 in order to set up and activate the STAY STICKY.TM. features, i.e.,
banner ad rotation, links creation, and MAIL WIZ.TM.. In such embodiments, the system 100
performs steps 1808-1814 (shown with respect to FIG. 3818A) during or immediately following
its performance of steps 2018-2024, 2026-2036 and 2038-2044 concerning links creation, banner

ad rotation and MAIL WIZ.TM., respectively.
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0102] F0102}Referring to FIG-—21FIGS. 21A and 21B, the registered user can provide

an e-commerce input at step 1650 by selecting e-commerce button 265 from website design plate
210. Upon receiving the e-commerce input, the system 100 displays e- commerce menu 1310, at
step 2102. The system 100 then receives at step 2104 an input from the registered user
concerning the desired type of e-commerce. If the received input indicates that the registered
user desires to employ a standard e-commerce arrangement involving a shopping cart, the system
100 displays a list of available shopping cart types at step 2106. The system then receives a
selection of a type of shopping cart from the registered user at step 2108, before proceeding to
step 2114. If the received input at step 2104 is for an e-commerce arrangement involving an
auction, the system 100 displays a list of available auction types at step 2110, and then receives a
selection of a type of auction from the registered user at step 2112 before proceeding to step
2114. At step 2114, the system 100 uploads a product picture provided from the registered user,
i.e., from the hard drive of the registered user computer 180. Then, the system 100 further
receives inputs concerning the product description, the product price and the product SKU
number at the user interface, at steps 2116, 2118, and 2119, respectively. If the e-commerce
arrangement selected by the registered user involves an auction, the product price information
received from the registered user at step 2118 concerns a reserved price.

0103] F61031-Next, at step 2120, the system 100 determines whether merchant account
information has already been provided from the registered user. If merchant account information
has not yet been provided, the system 100 displays merchant account information form 1370, at
step 2122. Upon receiving merchant account information at the user interface from the registered
user at step 2124, the system 100 then sends the merchant account information to the merchant

account vendor for processing at step 2126, before returning to step 1650. Although, because the
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registered user has not yet concluded its merchant account arrangement, the system 100 cannot
finalize the registered user's e-commerce arrangement, the information provided by the registered
user in steps 2104 to 2119 can be saved and utilized again once the registered user's merchant
account arrangement has been finalized. If, at step 2120, it is determined that the merchant
account information has already been provided by the registered user, the system 100 receives a
merchant account identification number or other identifier at the user interface, at step 2128, and
then proceeds to display the finalized shopping cart or auction feature at website design plate
210. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

0104] foH04}-Turning to FIG. 22A, the registered user can provide an examples input by
selecting examples button 270 from website design plate 210. Upon such a selection, the system
100 displays an examples menu at the user's interface, at step 2124. The system 100 then
receives an example selection by the registered user at the user interface, at step 2226, and then
displays the selected example, at step 2228, before returning to step 1650. With respect to FIG.
22B, if the registered user provides a help/statistics input by selecting help/statistics button 275
of the web design plate 210 at step 1650, the system 100 proceeds to display help/statistics menu
1430, at step 2202. The system 100 then receives a help/statistics selection at step 2204. If the
help/statistics selection is a document help input, the system 100 accesses programming database
190 to obtain relevant written help instructions, at step 22006, and then displays the written help
instructions at the user interface, at step 2208, before returning to step 1650. If the received
help/statistics selection concerns tech support, the system 100 displays a message indicating that
tech support can be obtained either by sending an e-mail message or by telephone, at step 2210.
The system 100 then provides the registered user with an option to proceed with tech support,

which option must be selected by the registered user in order for a tech support specialist to view
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the current status of the registered user's GUI and provide assistance, at step 2211. Once
assistance has been provided, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

0105] FO1O51-If the received help/statistics selection concerns a wizard input, as shown

in FIG. 22C, the system 100 displays the wizard caricature at the user interface, at step 2212. The
system 100 then accesses programming database 190 to obtain any relevant wizard suggestions,
at step 2214, and then displays the relevant wizard suggestions, at step 2216, before returning to
step 1650. If the help/statistics selection received at step 2204 is a size meter input, then the
system calculates size and download time parameters for the registered user's website, as well as
for the current web page being displayed by website design plate 210, at step 2218. Then, at step
2220, the system 100 displays at the user interface meter box 1480, which shows the size and
download time parameters for the registered user's website and the currently displayed web page,
before returning to step 16350.

0106] F61061-Turning to FIG. 23, an additional flow chart is provided showing
operation of the system 100 when the registered user is returning to the system to complete a
website design that was previously begun. At step 2302, website design plate 210 is provided at
the user interface. If the system 100 determines that the registered user's website in its current
state of development has more than one web page, at step 2304, the system 100 displays
navigation menu 1010 at step 2306. The system 100 then receives a selection of one of the web
page numbers displayed on navigation menu 1010, at step 2308. Upon receiving a selected web
page number, the system 100 removes navigation menu 1010 from the user interface, at step
2310, and displays the one or more web assets and other elements of the selected web page on
the website design plate 210, at step 2312. Further, if the system 100 determines, at step 2304,

that the registered user's website in its current state of development has only web page, the
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system displays the one or more web assets or other elements of that web page on the website
design plate 210, at step 2312.

0107] F0107}-Next, at step 2314, the system 100 receives an edit command provided by
the registered user by selecting edit button 220. Upon receiving the edit command, the system
100 causes each of the web assets and other elements that are displayed on the website design
plate 210 to become interactive, at step 2316. The system 100 then receives a selection of one or
more of the web assets or other elements displayed on the website design plate, at step 2318. In
response to this selection, the system 100 displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 on the user interface,
at step 2320, and further displays the selected web asset or other element on the STICKY
PAD.TM. as the STICKY PAD.TM. contents, at step 2322. At step 2324, the system 100
receives a command to modify the selected web asset or other element displayed within STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. This command can involve adding additional web assets, sounds or colors to the
selected web asset or to the design space 280 surrounding the selected web asset, as well as
involve moving the selected web asset within design space 280 or resizing the selected web
asset, among other modifications.

0108] foHO8T-At step 2326, the modified web asset or other element, or modified
contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, are displayed within the STICKY PAD.TM.. At step
2328, the system 100 receives a command to drop the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310
into the website design plate 210. Next, at step 2330, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed
from the user interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) and the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM.
310 are moved onto the website design plate 210, at step 2332. The design of the registered
user's website can continue with the receiving of additional inputs from the registered user at the

user interface, at step 2334.
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0109] F61091-While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred
embodiments of this invention, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited to the
precise construction herein disclosed. The invention can be embodied in other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or essential attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made
to the following claims, rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the

invention.

54

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 170 of 1793



Abstract

A method, within and by a computer hardware system that is configured to serve a first

web page associated with a first user and a second web page associated with a second user.

includes the following. A reciprocal arrangement is established between the first web page and

the second web page based upon both the first and second users opting to participate in the

reciprocal arrangement. A second functional identification element associated with the first

entity is included within the second web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. A

first functional identification element associated with the second entity is included within the

55

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 171 of 1793



first web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. The second functional identification

element includes a link to the first web page, and the first functional identification element

includes a link to the second web page.
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RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] This application is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/763,128, filed on
February 8, 2013, which is a Continuation of U.S. Patent No. 13/669,027, filed on November 35,
2012 (now U.S. Patent No. 8,423,399), which is a Continuation of U.S. Application No.
13/206,483 (now U.S. Patent No. 8,335,713), filed on August 9, 2011, which is a Continuation of

U.S. Application No. 09/589,551 (now U.S. Patent No. 7,996,259), filed on June 7, 2000.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

[0002] (Not Applicable)

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The present invention relates generally to creating and posting web pages to the
internet, and more specifically, to a method for more easily developing web pages through the
use of a graphical user interface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The World Wide Web (web) has rapidly become an invaluable tool to individuals
and businesses. Not only can an individual or business post information on the web, but it can
also use the web to transact business. Because the public is acutely aware of the web's business
and personal benefits, millions of web pages are being added to the web each year.

[00035] Typically, a web page is defined by a document containing HyperText Markup

Language (HTML) code. An HTML document suitable for posting on the internet includes both
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"content" and "markup."” The content is information which describes a web page's text or other
information for display or playback on a computer's monitor, speakers, etc, The markup is
information which describes the web page's behavioral characteristics, such as how the content is
displayed and how other information can be accessed via the web page.

[0006] In order to provide web-based information and services over the internet, the web
employs "client" computers, "browser" software, and "server” computers. A client computer is a
computer used by an individual to connect to the internet and access web pages. A browser is a
software application, located on a client computer, which requests, via the internet, a web page
from a server computer. After receiving the web page, the browser displays the web page on the
client computer's monitor. A server computer is a computer which stores web page information,
retrieves that information in response to a browser's request, and sends the information, via the
internet, to the client computer. Thus, after a web page is created, the page must be "posted” to a
particular server computer which "hosts" the page, so that the page can be accessed over the
internet.

[0007] In order to have one's web page hosted by a server, the individual must contract
with an internet service provider (ISP) associated with the server. This contract specifies, among
other things, the duration of the time that the ISP will host the page, and how much the
individual will pay for that hosting service.

[0008] Even though the idea of having one's own web page is appealing, the average
individual has little or no knowledge about how to create a web page. Particularly, the average
individual does not know how to create an HTML document or to post that document to a server
computer. Unless that individual is willing to learn how to create and post their own web page,

that individual is faced with few options.
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[0009] The most commonly used avenue for an individual to get his web page on the
internet is to employ one of numerous companies to provide, for a fee, web page/website
development services. After contacting such a website development company, the individual
would meet with one of the company's web page designers to explain the individual's concept for
his web page. The designer would then create the associated HTML document. After approval by
the individual, the designer may provide the service of posting the web page to a server. The
server typically is not associated with the website development company. Thus, the individual
must separately contract with an ISP associated with the server to host the web page. Typically,
this web page creation and posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires
the individual and the designer to spend a significant amount of time together working on a
particular page design. In addition, the process is inefficient because the individual must work
separately with a website development company and an ISP.

[0010] The difficulties and expense associated with web page creation and design are
exacerbated by the fact that many individuals who desire to set up web pages are doing so for
commercial reasons, i.e., the individuals desire to conduct business or "e-commerce" over the
internet using their web pages. Developing a web page/website suitable for e-commerce typically
requires at least two types of features above and beyond those required for a standard (non-
commercial) web page/website. First, an e-commerce website typically requires marketing
features. As noted, there are millions of web pages already existing on the interest, and so the
success of an internet-based business employing a website depends critically upon whether
consumers on the internet are aware of, and can easily access, the website.

[0011] With respect to these marketing features, a common way of marketing a website

on the internet is to have other websites display advertising messages ("banner ads") concerning
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the website. A second way of marketing a particular website on the internet is simply to have
other websites display selectable commands ("links") which, if selected by a person accessing
the other websites using his browser, cause the browser to access the particular website.
Although the use of such banner ads and links is very commeon, the setting up of such
mechanisms is not always easy. In particular, other websites typically do not display banner ads
and links for a particular website without contractual arrangements, including payment, which
can be difficult for a novice web designer to arrange and expensive to arrange via a website
development company.

[0012] In addition to marketing features, an e-commerce website typically also requires
features that allow the conducting of sales transactions, i.e., features for executing transactions
involving the buying and selling of goods and/or services. Such features typically include a sales
mechanism, i.e., a "shopping cart" mechanism or an "auction.” Further, such features typically
include a payment arrangement, i.e., an arrangement allowing for transfers from a purchaser's
credit card to a merchant account associated with the e-commerce website. The setting up of
such sales mechanisms and payment arrangements also can be difficult for a novice web designer
and expensive if performed by a website development company.

[0013] What is needed, therefore, is a method for enabling an individual to conveniently
design a web page without requiring that individual to learn HTML or to interact extensively
with a web page designer at a website development company. What is further needed is a
streamlined method for web page/website development and, in particular, a method of
facilitating the development of e-commerce websites having key marketing and sales transaction

features.
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0014] The present invention relates to a method of assisting a website designer in
establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed by the website designer and a
second website in order to market the first website at the second website upon the activation of
the first website on the internet. The method includes, during design of the first website,
receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to
be displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the
element is to be displayed. The method further includes saving the information at a first database
that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining the element for marketing of the type indicated,
and causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website when the first website
is activated with respect to the internet. The element for marketing includes at least one of a
banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website.

[0015] The present invention additionally relates to a method of assisting a website
designer in establishing an e-commerce feature on a first website being designed by the website
designer for access by third parties upon the activation of the first website on the internet. The
method includes receiving at a user interface a selection of the e-commerce feature that is desired
to be implemented on the first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least one of a
shopping cart and an auction. The method further includes receiving at the user interface
information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature,
receiving at the user interface information concerning a written description of the product,
receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the product, and receiving at the
user interface information concerning an identification number of the product. The method

additionally includes, when the first website is activated on the internet, displaying the e-

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 177 of 1793



commerce feature on the first website. The display of the e-commerce feature includes the
display of at least some of the picture, written description, price and identification information of
the product.

[0016] The present invention further relates to a computer-readable storage medium
containing computer executable code for instructing at least one computer to perform several
steps. In particular, the computer executable code instructs the computer to perform the step of,
during design of a first website, receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an
element for marketing that is to be displayed at a second website, and information specifying the
second website at which the element is to be displayed. The steps further include saving the
information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining an element for
marketing of the type indicated, and causing the display of the element for marketing at the
second website when the first website is activated with respect to the internet. The element for
marketing includes at least one of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first
website.

[0017] The present invention additionally relates to a computer-readable storage medium
containing computer executable code for instructing at least one computer to perform several
steps. In particular, the computer executable code instructs the computer to perform the step of
receiving at a user interface a selection of an e-commerce feature that is desired to be
implemented on a first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at least one of a shopping cart
and an auction. The computer executable code further instructs the computer to perform the steps
of receiving at the user interface information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold
using the e-commerce feature, receiving at the user interface information concerning a written

description of the product, receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the
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product, receiving at the user interface information concerning an identification number of the
product and, when the first website is activated on the internet, displaying the e-commerce
feature on the first website, The display of the e-commerce feature includes the display of at least
some of the picture, written description, price and identification information of the product.
[0018] The present invention further relates to an internet-based system for assisting a
website designer in establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed by the
website designer and a second website in order to market the first website at the second website
upon the activation of the first website on the internet. The system includes a server computer
accessible by a plurality of registered user computers and a plurality of unregistered computers
using the internet. The server computer receives at a user interface displayed at one of the
registered user computers information indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be
displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the
element is to be displayed. The server computer additionally saves the information at a first
database that is coupled to the server computer, and obtains an element for marketing. The server
computer further hosts the second website, activates the first website on the internet by hosting
the first website on the internet, provides a web page of the second website to one of the

unregistered computers, and displays the element for marketing on the web page.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention can be
practiced;
[0020] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary graphical user interface (GUI), including a

website design plate and a STICKY PAD.TM., which is employed in performing the method of

the present invention;

[0021] FIG. 3 illustrates in greater detail the STICKY PAD.TM. of the GUI of FIG., 2;
[0022] FIG. 4 illustrates searching for graphic images ("web assets" or "fx") using the
STICKY PAD.TM ;

[0023] FIG. 5 illustrates searching for sounds using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

[0024] FIG. 6 illustrates searching for colors using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

[0025] FIG. 7 illustrates text editing using the STICKY PAD.TM,;

[0026] FIG. 8 illustrates the operation of a running meter on the STICKY PAD.TM.;
[0027] FIG. 9 illustrates the creation of a banner ad and a logo using the STICKY
PAD.TM,;

[0028] FIG. 10 illustrates the generation of a website outline using the navigation feature

of the website design plate;

[0029] FIG. 11 illustrates providing log in information and generating a table/cell at the
website design plate;

[0030] FIG. 12 illustrates the operation of STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart

agent and MAIL WIZ. TM. features;
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[0031] FIG. 13 illustrates the development of website e-commerce mechanisms,
including shopping carts and auctions, as well as the setting-up of a merchant account, using the
e-commerce feature of the website design plate:

[0032] FIG. 14 illustrates the operation of examples and help/statistics features
(including a size meter/meter box) of the website design plate;

[0033] FIG. 15 illustrates providing payment (including credit card) information when
attempting to save website information assembled on the website design plate;

[0034] FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for developing a web
page of a website, in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;

[0035] FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for providing text and
tables/cells into a web page of a website that is being developed, including text editing, which
can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

[0036] FIGS. 18A and18B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for saving website
information and previewing website operation, which can be performed as part of the flowchart
of FIGS. 16 A and 16B;

[0037] FIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for generating a
website outline using a navigation feature, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of
FIGS. 16 A and 16B;

[0038] FIGS. 20A and 20B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing STAY
STICKY.TM. features, including smart agent features and MAIL WIZ.TM. features, which can
be performed as part of the flowchart of FIGS. 16 A and 16B;

[0039] FIGS. 21A and 21B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing e-

commerce features, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIGS. 16 A and 16B;
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[0040] FIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing
examples and help/statistics features, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIGS.
16A and 16B; and

[0041] FIG. 23 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for recommencing development

of, and editing, a website that has already been partially developed using the GUI of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0042] It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for
the purpose of description, and not of limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to
embrace all such alternatives, modifications, equivalents, and variations as fall within the spirit
and broad scope of the appended claims. The present invention is a method for developing a
website through the use of a graphical user interface. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a
generalized computer/internet system 100 in which the method of the present invention can be
practiced. Specifically, the preferred system 100 includes a server computer 140 operably
connected to the internet 130 using standard techniques well-known in the art, for instance the
TCP/IP protocol. The method preferably can be implemented through the use of the server
computer 140 using standard computer programming techniques well-known in the art. As an
example, the server computer 140 can preferably be programmed using the Java. TM.
programming language distributed by Sun Microcomputer Corp. of Palo Alto, Calif.

[0043] Three types of other parties can interact with the server computer 140. First,
registered users who have logged in with respect to the server computer 140, as discussed with

reference to FIG. 11, can fully access the server computer at one or more registered users
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computers 180. Second, third party potential customers who have not yet logged in with respect
to the server computer 140 can obtain limited access to the server computer at one or more third
party potential customers computers 110. Finally, third party authors who contribute web assets
for use in web pages created by registered users can access the server computer 140, from one or
more third party author computers 120, for the limited purpose of uploading web assets to the
server computer for distribution. Registered users computers 180, third party potential customers
computers 110 and third party authors computers 120 are home computers or other interface
devices (not necessarily complete computers) that are capable of accessing the server computer
140 through the internet 130 using standard web-browsers, well-known in the art.

[0044] The server computer 140 preferably has or is coupled to a third party user
database 160, a web assets database 170, and a programming database 190. The third party user
database 160 preferably includes a listing of all third party users registered to access the server
computer 140. Specifically, information provided during the log in process by registered users is
included in the third party user database 160. Also, information regarding websites that have
been or are being designed by registered users can be saved (as discussed with reference to FIG.
15) in the third party user database 160. Moreover, third party user database 160 preferably
includes a listing of third party authors who have uploaded web assets to the web assets database
170 for use by the registered users in creating their websites, and who have been authorized by
the system 100 to receive payment for the use of their web assets by the registered users. Web
assets database 170 stores a catalog of web assets uploaded by third party authors. In addition,
web assets that are stored in web assets database 170 can include web assets that are derived
from other sources, such as web assets designed by the operator of the server computer 140.

System 100 automatically compensates a third party author whose uploaded web asset has been
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distributed to a registered user. When system 100 posts a web page having a web asset uploaded
by a third party author on behalf of a registered user, the system 100 credits the credit card
account of the third party author in compensation for the use of the web asset. Specifically, the
server computer 140 contacts the credit card company 150 corresponding to the third party
author's credit card and submits a credit over the internet 130 to the credit card company 150.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 2, the present invention employs a graphical user interface
(GUD) to allow a registered user to easily develop a website comprising one or more web pages.
In one embodiment, all or nearly all of the programming required to operate the GUI is stored on
programming database 190, and is accessed by potential customers and registered users by way
of their web browsers (and is viewed via the internet 130 when needed by those potential
customers and registered users). However, in the preferred embodiment, the programming
required to operate the GUI is provided to potential customers and registered users as software
(i.e., on a floppy disk or a CD-ROM), and is stored directly in the programming database 190.
Potential customers are capable of interacting with the GUI to perform certain website design
functions by logging into computer 140. However, key functions such as searching for web
assets, and saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the internet 130, can only
be performed once the potential customers have logged into the server computer 140 and become
registered users such that they have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet 130.
Hereinafter (except with respect to FIG. 11 concerning the log in process), all discussion
regarding use of the GUI will concern use of the GUI by registered users at registered user
computers 180; however, it should be understood that third party potential customers can also

perform limited functions with respect to the GUI before logging into the system 100.
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[0046] The GUI is provided on a display at the registered user computer 180 and includes
a primary display screen, which is termed a STICKY WEB.TM. website design plate 210 (or
web design plate) (STICKY WEB.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray
Beach, Fla.). Website design plate 210 has a plurality of selection buttons 212, which in the
preferred embodiment include a log in button 215, a save button 218§, an edit button 220, a
navigation button 225, a preview button 230, a text button 235, an fx button 240, a color button
245, a sound button 250, a tables button 255, a STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, an e-commerce
button 265, an examples button 270 and a help/statistics button 275. In one embodiment, a
registered user selects or actuates selection buttons 212 by pointing at the buttons using a mouse
of the registered user computer 180, and clicking on the mouse. In alternate embodiments, a
registered user can select or actuate selection buttons 212 by providing appropriate keystrokes on
a keyboard of the registered user computer 180, by appropriately touching a touch screen of the
registered user computer, or by providing an input signal at another conventional type of input
device known in the art.

[0047] In addition to selection buttons 212, website design plate 210 further includes a
design space 214 in which can be displayed one or more web assets 205, which together form a
web page. Web assets can include JAVA applets, scripts (including moving scripts and scripts
written in a variety of internet languages such as PERL, CGI, SQL, JAVA, XML and HTML),
stock art, clip art, digital art, background images, textures, GIF, JPEG, TIF, BMP, chat rooms,
message boards, web objects, buttons, templates, themes, fading color, mouse over effects,
borders, buttons, shadows, icons, internet designs, sounds, music, etc. In general, web assets are
graphic images, including text and related color, sound and animation features, which can be

displayed on a website. When displayed for a registered user who has logged into the system 100
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(as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the web assets are interactive, i.e., information can be
exchanged between the registered user and the system 100 via the web assets.

[0048] As shown in FIG. 2, during design of a website using the GUI, a second display
screen, termed a STICKY PAD.TM. 310, is often shown within (or over) website design plate
210 (STICKY PAD.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach, Fla.).
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 includes a design space 280 on which one or more web assets 305 can
be displayed. Web assets 305 can be manipulated on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, which acts as
the editing platform for the registered user and appears when it is necessary to edit or otherwise
modify web assets. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further includes a plurality of selection buttons 285,
295, which are selected by a registered user in the same manner as selection buttons 212 are
selected. As shown in FIG. 3, buttons 285 include an fx button 315, a sound button 320, a color
button 325 and a search button 330, and buttons 295 include a text editor button 345 and a
running meter button 350, in one embodiment of the invention. Buttons 285, 295 are described in
further detail with reference to FIGS. 4-9. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes, in
certain embodiments, a banner bar 290. Banner bar 290 is capable of displaying one or more
banner ads corresponding to other websites designed by other registered users through the use of
system 100, which allow for marketing of those websites. Also, banner bar 290 is capable of
displaying banner ads corresponding to outside advertisers.

[0049] A registered user can interact with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to perform a variety of
operations. The registered user can select (by way of a mouse or other input device) any of the
web assets 305 that are currently shown on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, move the web assets
relative to one another, and alter the size of the web assets. Referring to FIGS. 4-6, the registered

user also can select search button 330 to identify and obtain new web assets and other elements,
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including sound elements and color elements, which can be added to the website that is being
developed. Upon selecting search button 330, a search menu 410 appears having selectable
options 420 for fx (web assets), sound and color. As shown in FIG. 4, if the registered user
selects fx (web assets) from search menu 410, an fx menu 430 appears. As shown in FIG. 5, if
the registered user selects sound from search menu 410, a sound menu 540 appears. As shown in
FIG. 6, if the registered user selects color from search menu 410, a color pallet 640 appears. To
streamline operation of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the STICKY PAD.TM. further includes
individual fx, sound and color buttons 315, 320 and 325 which, when selected, result in the
immediate display of fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640.

[0050] In the preferred embodiment, fx (web assets) menu 430 includes a search entry
field 435 in which the registered user can enter keywords or other search criteria indicative of the
type of web assets that the registered user desires to implement within its website. Upon
receiving search criteria from the registered user, the system 100 (particularly the server
computer 140) searches the web assets database 170 for web assets that meet the search criteria.
System 100 employs any of a number of conventional search engines to perform the searches.
Upon the commanding of a search by the registered user, the fx menu 430 lists all available web
assets that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 4. Also in the preferred
embodiment, sound menu 540 includes a search entry field 545 in which the registered user can
enter keywords or other search criteria indicative of the type of sounds that the registered user
desires to implement within its website. Upon receiving search criteria from the registered user,
the system 100 performs a search for sounds meeting the search criteria and then lists all

available sound elements that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 5.
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[0051] Fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 typically list available elements in categories.
For example, for fx/web assets, the categories can include icons, scripts, chat rooms and message
boards and, for sound elements, the categories can include general sounds, noises, music and
sound effects. Although in the preferred embodiment, tx menu 430 and sound menu 540 list web
assets and sound elements that are identified based upon searches of web assets database 170 and
meet search criteria specified in search entry fields 435, 545, in alternate embodiments searches
need not be performed. In such embodiments, fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 directly list all
available web assets and sound elements that are available for implementation into a website,
without receiving search criteria from the registered user. Further, with respect to color pallet
640, in the preferred embodiment the color pallet lists all available colors without receiving
search criteria from the registered user or performing any searches to narrow down the list of
available colors. However, in alternate embodiments, color pallet 640 can include a search entry
field for receiving search criteria from the registered user and, upon performing a search, display
colors that meet the specified search criteria.

[0052] Once fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640 list available web assets,
sound elements and color elements, respectively, the registered user can select one or more of the
elements for implementation in the registered user's website (i.e., by selecting one or more of the
elements using a mouse). The registered user can, upon selecting a web asset, sound or color,
cause the selected element to appear within design space 280 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310 (i.e., by
double-clicking on the element using a mouse). The registered user also can apply selected web
assets, sound elements or color elements to existing web assets or other elements within
STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The registered user applies the selected elements to existing elements

within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 by dragging and dropping the selected elements onto the
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existing elements. In the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged,
dropped and otherwise manipulated around the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 in the same manner as
web assets; when the registered user selects a sound or color element, the selected sound or color
element is displayed as an icon or thumbnail image 550.

[0053] For example, once a chick icon has been selected from fx menu 430 and is
displayed in design space 280 as web asset 305a (as shown in FIG. 3), the registered user can
further modify the chick to make a peep or other noise by selecting the desired noise from sound
menu 540, dragging the noise to the chick, and dropping the noise onto the chick. If the color of
the chick as obtained from fx menu 430 is not the desired color, i.e., the color is white and not
yellow, the registered user can further modify the color of the chick by selecting the color yellow
from color pallet 640, dragging the color to the chick, and dropping the color onto the chick.
Although in the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged and dropped in
the same manner as web assets, in alternate embodiments, a registered user can instead apply a
particular sound or color element to an existing element within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310
simply by selecting the existing element before (or immediately after) selecting the particular
sound or color element. The web assets, sound elements and color elements displayed in fx menu
430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively, are provided from server computer 140,
which accesses web assets database 170. Web assets database 170 stores web assets that are
provided from a variety of sources including internet companies, publishers, geeks, designers,
and artists. In the preferred embodiment, some of the web assets stored on web assets database
170 are provided from independent third party authors who access system 100 by way of third
party author computers 120. System 100 compensates the independent third party authors when

their web assets are utilized by registered users in designing websites. Web assets can also be
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provided under license from major digital and stock art publishers (i.e., Adobe, Corel, Comn
Stock, etc.). Although the system 100 is designed to allow the registered user to obtain web
assets and sound and color elements from web assets database 170, the system also allows the
registered user to obtain web assets from other sources. For example, the registered user can
upload its own web assets from a memory device (i.e., the hard drive) of registered user
computer 180. Also, in certain embodiments, the registered user can obtain web assets by
independently accessing third party websites via the internet, and selecting web assets displayed
on those websites.

[0054] The web assets that can be selected from fx menu 430 include web assets that
consist partly, or even entirely, of text. However, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further allows a
registered user to enter text directly into the STICKY PAD.TM. by typing in the desired text at a
keyboard at registered user computer 180. The text is displayed within design space 280 of the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 once the registered user hits the "enter" key on the keyboard. In certain
embodiments, text that is desired for entry into the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 can be uploaded from
a memory associated with registered user computer 180 rather than typed in by the registered
user. Once the text is displayed within the design space 280, the text can be selected by the
registered user and moved around within design space 280 like any other web asset. The text can
also be edited if the registered user selects the text editor button 345. As shown in FIG. 7, upon
the selection of text editor button 345, a text editor menu 710 appears. Displayed on text editor
menu 710 are a font/style/size/color button 720 and a spell check button 730. Upon selection of
the font/style/size/color button 720, a font/style/size/color menu 740 appears, from which the
registered user can select a plurality of fonts, styles and colors for the text as well as select a size

setting for the text.
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[0055] Upon selection of the spell check button 730, a spell check is performed using
computer algorithms that are well known in the art. In one embodiment, a spell check result box
750 appears once the spell check has been performed in relation to the text, and suggested
changes to the text appear in the spell check result box. In alternate embodiments, the spell check
is executed without the display of any spell check result box. For example, if a spelling error is
detected in the text, the spelling error is highlighted in the text itself. The registered user can
identify which text is to be edited in a variety of ways. In one embodiment, the registered user
must select the text (i.e., highlight the text, using a mouse) that is to be edited, and then
subsequently select text editor button 710. In another embodiment, the registered user first
selects text editor button 710 and then subsequently selects the text that is to be edited.

[0056] Referring to FIG. 8, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes running meter
button 350. Upon being selected by the registered user, running meter button 350 provides a
running meter block 810 that shows an indication of the size of the web asset(s) that are
displayed on STICKY PAD.TM.310. As shown in FIG. 8, in one embodiment, the indication
provided by running meter block 8§10 is an indication (preferably displayed on a single line of
text) of the memory required for storing the web assets. In alternate embodiments, other or
additional information can be displayed by running meter block 810, e.g., the time required to
download or execute the web assets. In the preferred embodiment, this other information is not
displayed by way of selecting running meter button 350 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, but is
displayed by way of help/statistics button 275 of website design plate 210, as described below
with reference to FIG. 14. Although in the present embodiment, size information is only

displayed when running meter button 350 is selected by the registered user, in alternate
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embodiments the running meter button is replaced by a running meter display region, which
always displays the total size of all web assets currently being displayed in display region 280.
[0057] In the preferred embodiment, the web assets that are selectable by a registered
user are standardized to facilitate the registered user's creation of a website that operates in an
efficient and user-friendly manner and, in particular, does not require too much memory or
require excessive time to be downloaded from the internet. Thus, in the preferred embodiment,
an authenticating team reviews all web assets that are provided from third party authors before
the web assets are stored on web assets database 170 and accessible by registered users in
designing their websites. The authenticating team only allows web assets that do not exceed a
maximum kilobytes (K) allowed per web asset and web page to be stored on the web assets
database 170. In addition to storing information concerning the characteristics of the web assets,
web assets database 170 also stores accounting information regarding the usage of the web assets
stored on the web assets database. At the end of each time period (i.e., month or quarter), the
server computer 140 reviews the accounting information and determines the amount of usage of
each of the web assets by each registered user. The web asset usage is assigned a cash amount
per use so that a total amount of money owed by each registered user can be calculated (and
charged to each respective registered user).

[0058] Turning to FIG. 9, a registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to design a
banner ad 910 to be used to advertise the registered user's website. The registered user can search
for a desired banner ad design by selecting search button 330 and then selecting fx from search
menu 410 (or simply by selecting fx button 315), to obtain fx menu 430, at which a search can be
requested. In n the fx menu 430, all available banner ads have standard size configurations,

namely 240.times.360 pixels or 240.times.240 pixels. As with respect to other web assets that are
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displayed within STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the banner ad 910 that is being developed using the
STICKY PAD.TM. can be moved within the design space 280 and modified through the addition
of other web assets (including text), which are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or fx
button 315) and bringing up fx menu 430. Also, the banners can be modified through the
addition of sounds and colors, which are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or by selecting
sound and color buttons 320 and 325, respectively) to bring up sound menu 540 and color pallet
640, respectively.

[0059] Also as shown in FIG. 9, the registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to
design a logo 920 for the registered user's website. As with respect to the design of banner ads,
the registered user can search for a desired logo design in, and select the desired logo design
from, fx menu 430. Alternatively, the registered user can upload an already-designed logo from a
memory device at registered user computer 180 (e.g., the registered user's hard drive) into
STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The selected or uploaded logo can then be further edited and modified
within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, for example, through the addition of other web assets
(including text), sounds and colors, Although in the present embodiment logos and banner ads
are designed using the same searching and design procedures that are employed in the design of
other website elements, in other embodiments STICKY PAD.TM.310 and/or website design
plate 210 have specific "logo design” and "banner design" buttons that the registered user can
select to design logos and banner ads, respectively.

[0060] When the registered user finishes developing and modifying the web assets in the
design space 280 of the STICKY PAD.TM.310, the registered user drags and drops (i.e., using a
mouse) the web assets into website design plate 210. In alternate embodiments, the registered

user can provide a command to the system 100 to terminate the display of the STICKY
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PAD.TM.310, at which time all of the elements being displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM.
appear in the website design plate 210. When the web assets are dropped into website design
plate 210, the web assets become interactive (as long as the registered user has logged in to the
system 100, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11). That is, the web assets become functional so
that the registered user is able to exchange information with respect to the web assets, i.e.,
interact with system 100 through the use of the web assets. When dropped into website design
plate 210, the web assets form or are added to a particular web page of the website being
developed.

[0061] A website that is being developed typically will have more than one web page. As
shown in FIG. 10, the registered user can provide information to the system 100 indicating the
number of web pages in the website, as well as determine the web page that is currently being
displayed by website design plate 210, by selecting navigation button 225 on website design
plate 210. Upon selecting navigation button 225, a navigation menu 1010 appears. Navigation
menu 1010 includes a list of web pages 1 through 10. In alternate embodiments, navigation menu
1010 can list fewer or greater than ten web pages. Adjacent to the web page numbers are fields
1015 for inputting names/identifiers for the respective web pages. The registered user can input a
name/identifier corresponding to each of web pages 1-10 by selecting the respective field 1015
(i.e., by way of a mouse) and typing in the name/identifier. The registered user determines which
web page is currently being displayed by website design plate 210 by selecting one of the page
numbers in the list. In certain embodiments of the invention, the website design plate 210 always
displays a web page number indication corresponding to the web page that is currently being

displayed, for example, at a corner of design space 214.
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[0062] Websites that are designed using the system 100 are not limited to ten web pages.
As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user can select an add new page button 1020 on navigation
menu 1010 to add additional pages (and to provide names/identifiers corresponding to those
additional pages). Also, although the registered user can type in original names/identifiers
corresponding to the web pages (e.g., in fields 1015), the registered user can also utilize standard
names/identifiers by selecting a scroll menu button 1030. Upon selecting scroll menu button
1030, a scroll menu 1040 appears that lists various standard web page names/identifiers such as,
for example, Company Information, Recent News, Coining Soon, About Us, Products, and
Contact Us. Navigation menu 1010 further includes a navigation locations button 1050. Upon
selecting the navigation locations button 1050, the registered user is able to determine where a
navigation bar or website map/outline will be positioned on one or more web pages of the
website (e.g., at the top, bottom, left or right). The navigation bar or website map/outline allows
website users to visualize the website as a whole and the various web pages that are available for
access by the website users.

[0063] As discussed, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 acts as the editing platform for the
registered user, and appears when it is necessary to edit or otherwise modify web assets. During
development of a website, the registered user can select (by way of a mouse or other input
device) one or more of the web assets 205 that are displayed on website design plate 210 to
activate STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and allow editing of the selected web assets, which appear in
design space 280. If an item of text within the design space 214 is selected by the registered user,
both the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and then the text editor menu 710 appear to allow for editing of
the text. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 also appears when the registered user proceeds with a search to

obtain a desired web asset by selecting the fx button 240. Upon the selecting of the fx button 240
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by the registered user, the fx menu 430 appears, and the registered user can search for and select
a desired web asset. Once the registered user selects a desired web asset from the fx menu 430,
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with the selected web asset being displayed in design space
280.

[0064] Additionally, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears when either the color or sound
buttons 245, 250 are selected by the registered user. Upon the selecting of the color or sound
buttons 245, 250 by the registered user, the color pallet 640 or sound menu 540 appear,
respectively. Once the registered user selects a desired color or sound from the color pallet or
sound menu, respectively, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with a thumbnail image 550
representing the selected color or sound being displayed in design space 280. Further, STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 appears when the text button 235 of website design plate 210 is selected. When
text button 235 is selected, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 immediately appears and the registered
user is allowed to type in text at the keyboard of registered user computer 180. Text editor button
345 can then be selected by the registered user from the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to edit the text.
[0065] In addition to web assets (from fx menu 430), sounds, colors and text, the GUI of
system 100 is also capable of adding tables and cells to the website being designed in order to
provide depth and perception to the website. As shown in FIG. 11, when tables button 255 is
selected by the registered user, a tables menu 1110 appears. The registered user can then select
from the tables menu 1110 one or more tables 1120 and cells 1130, and also specify the locations
of the tables/cells on a web page by selecting a locations button 1140. In one embodiment, the
possible locations of tables/cells on a web page include a top location, a bottom location, a left
location and a right location. Unlike the editing of web assets, sounds, colors and text, in the

preferred embodiment STICKY PAD.TM. 310 does not appear upon the selection of tables
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button 255. Rather, once a table/cell is selected, the registered user can drag and drop the
selected table/cell directly into website design plate 210.

[0066] Upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell automatically
aligns at an edge of the design space 214, with the appropriate edge being determined by the
location selected by the registered user. Also upon being dropped into the website design plate
210, the table/cell becomes interactive. The registered user can move the table/cell from its
original location, and also can adjust the size of the table/cell by selecting the table/cell (i.e., by
way of a mouse) and stretching or contracting the boundaries of the table/cell. Web assets and
other elements can be dragged and dropped both from STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and from other
locations on website design plate 210 into tables and cells, and the color of tables/cells can be
modified by selecting color button 245. Tables differ from cells in that cells typically form
enclosed areas within tables. Cells cannot be moved outside of (or moved to overlap) a table
boundary enclosing the cells. In alternate embodiments, tables/cells can be created and modified
by way of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

[0067] Further shown in FIG. 11 is a log in menu 1150 that appears upon the selection of
log in button 215 by a potential customer. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, several
features of the GUI can be operated before completion of the log in process, such as uploading
web assets from a hard drive of a third party potential customer computer 110 into the website
design plate 210. However, key functions such as searching for web assets, and
saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the internet can only be performed by
registered users who have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet. To obtain full
access to the server computer 140 and perform such functions, log in information must be

provided to the system 100. By requiring this log in information, the system 100 can monitor the
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activity of the registered users and bill the registered users for their usage of the system,
including their usage of web assets provided from third party author computers 120 and saved on
web assets database 170. Additionally, the information provided by registered users during the
log in process can be used by the system 100 to determine appropriate markets for the registered
users’ websites. The use of this market information is discussed further in reference to FIG. 12.
[0068] As shown in FIG. 11, the selection of log in button 215 brings up log in menu
1150. The log in menu 1150 includes a scroll and input form with multiple fields 1160 that must
be filled in to complete the log in process. The fields 1160 can include, for example, fields for
the potential customer's (i.e., prospective registered user's) name, address, e-mail address,
telephone number, interests, hobbies and businesses. Upon the completing of fields 1160, a
desired identification name is further provided into an identification field 1170 and a desired
password is provided into a password field 1180. The information from fields 1160-1180 is then
provided from the third party potential customer (i.e., prospective registered user) computer 110
via the internet 130 to the server computer 140, where the information is processed and then
provided for storage on third party user database 160. Although in the preferred embodiment, the
identification name and/or password are chosen by the potential customer, in alternate
embodiments, the identification name and password are assigned by the system 100.

[0069] Assuming that the information provided into the fields 1160-1180 of log in menu
1150 18 not rejected by the server computer 140 (e.g., because information was not entered for
some of the fields, or because the e-mail address that was entered is invalid), the server computer
logs in the potential customer as a registered user and allows the new registered user to access all
of the functionality of the system 100. Also upon successfully logging in the new registered user,

the system prompts the new registered user regarding a web address for the registered user's
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website by displaying a URL query form 1190. The web address typically concludes with any
top-level domain name, i.e., .com, .net, etc. The query form is licensed for use on the system 100
from Internic and/or the other five URL registrants. Further, upon successfully logging in to the
system 100, the new registered user can thereafter bypass the full log in process when reentering
the system by simply inputting its identification name and password into the identification and
password fields 1170, 1180. Upon reentering the system 100, the registered user selects edit
button 220 on website design plate 210 to cause the registered user's website (in its current state
of development) to become interactive. Additionally, upon selecting edit button 220, the
registered user can modify any element of the website that is shown within design space 214 by
selecting that element (i.e., by clicking on the element using a mouse) to bring up STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, and then modifying the element within the STICKY PAD.TM. as discussed
above.

[0070] Turning to FIG. 12, website design plate 210 further includes STAY
STICKY.TM. button 260, which brings up a STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 when selected by
the registered user (STAY STICKY.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation of
Delray Beach, Fla.). STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 lists STAY STICKY.TM. features that are
available to the registered user in designing and marketing its website. The STAY STICKY.TM.
features provide the registered user with special information concerning, and marketing
opportunities with respect to, other registered users who have designed their websites using the
system 100. That is, the STAY STICKY.TM. features provide special marketing benefits to
registered users of the system 100 vis-a-vis one another. Specifically, the registered user can
select from two options on the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, smart agent and MAIL

WIZ.TM. (MAIL WIZ.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation of Delray Beach,
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Fla.). Upon the selection of the smart agent option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a
smart agent menu 1220 appears. The registered user can select (e.g., by way of a mouse) from
among three options on the smart agent menu 1220, a suggested marketing locations option
1230, a create links option 1240, and a banner ad rotations option 1250.

[0071] When the registered user selects suggested marketing locations option 1230, the
server computer 140 determines the best possible places to market the registered user's website
on the internet. That is, the server computer 140 determines other websites on which it would be
most beneficial to display a link to, or banner concerning, the registered user's website. The
server computer 140 makes this determination based upon the information provided by the
registered user during the log in process, particularly the information provided in fields 1160 as
described with reference to FIG. 11. Using this information, the server computer 140 searches
the information stored in third party user database 160 to identify other websites on which it
would be desirable to market the registered user's website. Server computer 140 can utilize any
one of a number of search engines that are currently well known in the art to identify such
websites using the log in information provided by the registered user. In alternate embodiments,
server computer 140 can also access other information other than that within third party user
database 160, including information concerning websites or other marketing locations that *e-
were not developed through the use of the system 100. Upon determining desirable marketing
locations, the system 100 can display the identified marketing locations to the registered user.
[0072] Ubpon selection by the registered user of the create links option 1240, the GUI
provides a location selection menu 1260, in which the registered user can identify addresses for
websites to which the registered user desires its website to be linked. In the preferred

embodiment, the websites can be selected from among the websites that have been created by
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other registered users using the system 100. Location selection menu 1260 includes several open
fields 1270 in which the registered user can specify desired websites. Further, location selection
menu 1260 lists the suggested websites that were identified in the search performed by server
computer 140 upon selection of the suggested marketing locations option 1230. The list includes
selection boxes 1275 that the registered user can check to indicate its selection of the various
suggested websites. If the registered user has not yet selected suggested marketing locations
option 1230, the server computer 140 performs the search for suggested websites when it
generates location selection menu 1260. Once the registered user has selected its desired
marketing locations on location selection menu 1260, the system 100 has sufficient information
to create links to the registered user's website at other websites.

[0073] The registered user can further select the banner ad rotations option 1250 from the
smart agent menu 1220. Upon the selecting of banner ad rotations option 1250, the system 100
determines whether the registered user has already designed (or uploaded or otherwise provided
to the system) a banner ad, as discussed with reference to FIG. 9. If the registered user has not
already designed a banner ad, the system displays a message indicating that it is necessary to
create a banner ad in order to participate in banner ad rotations. The system 100 also provides
banner ad design options from which the registered user can select a desired banner design. The
design options can be obtained by the registered user by using fx menu 430 to perform a search
for banner ads. Following selection of a desired banner ad design, STICKY PAD.TM. 310
appears, allowing the registered user to further modify and then complete its design of the banner
ad. Once a banner ad design is completed, a location selection menu identical to location
selection menu 1260 appears following selection of the banner ad rotations option 1250. The

location selection menu allows the registered user to specify the websites at which the registered
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user desires its banner ad to appear. Once the registered user has selected its desired locations on
the location selection menu, the system 100 has sufficient information to create banner ads
advertising the registered user's website at other websites.

[0074] By completing these steps relating to the create links option 1240 and/or the
banner ad rotations option 1250, the registered user causes its website to participate in linking
and/or banner ad display functions with other websites that also were created using the system
100 by registered users who opted to participate in these linking and/or banner ad display
functions. Once the design of the new website by the registered user is completed and the new
website is posted/activated, the system 100 causes the selected websites of other registered users
(i.e., the websites selected during the design of the new website) to display a link and/or banner
ad concerning the new website. In the preferred embodiment, each website that is developed by a
registered user who opts to participate in the linking functions can display unlimited links to
other registered users' websites. If the number of links to be displayed exceeds the available
display space on the display screen, links can be rotated on and off the screen. Each website that
is developed by a registered user who opts to participate in the banner ad display functions can
rotate an unlimited number of banner ads for other registered users' websites. The banner ads can
be shown sequentially over a period of time at the registered user's website.

[0075] System 100 will cause each website that is designed to participate in the linking
and/or banner ad functions to include, on at least one web page of the website, a link region
and/or a banner ad region for the display of links to and/or banner ads for other websites. The
links displayed in the link region of a given website can change as new websites are created
using the system 100 by registered users, or as old websites are deactivated. In certain

embodiments, a registered user is allowed to change its selections of desired marketing locations
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after the posting of its website; in such embodiments, it can be the case that a link displayed at a
given marketing location is removed from display because the registered user who selected the
link changed its preferences. Likewise, the banner ads that are sequentially shown in the banner
ad rotation region of a given website can change as new websites are created, old websites are
deactivated or marketing location preferences change. System 100 charges the registered user's
website a fee for participation in the linking and/or banner ad functions whenever links to the
registered user's website are shown on other websites, or whenever the banner ad for the
registered user's website is shown on other websites. For the registered user's website to
participate in the linking and/or banner ad tfunctions, the registered user must complete the
website design process and save the selected locations for links and/or banner ads (as well as, in
the case of participation in the banner ad functions, save the banner ad design for the registered
user's website) at the server computer 140. In some embodiments, credit card (and payment)
information must be provided by the registered user when the registered user is setting up the
linking and/or banner ad rotation functions, i.c., after the registered user specifies the locations at
which the registered user desires links and/or banner ads for its website to appear. The amount of
payment can depend upon the number of links and/or banner ads to be displayed, i.e., the number
of desired marketing locations.

[0076] Upon selection of the mail wiz option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210,
a MAIL WIZ.'TM. menu 1280 appears, which provides the registered user with a field 1285 for
entering a desired quantity 1285 of e-mail messages to be sent out, and also provides an e-mail
message field 1290 in which the registered user can input a desired e-mail message. Once the
registered user completes the design of the website, and the website is posted/activated, the

system 100 sends the specified e-mail message to other registered users (or their websites),
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whose e-mail addresses are located in third party user database 160. In certain embodiments, e-
mail messages are only sent to selected locations that are specified by the registered user during
development of the website, for example, the locations specified by the registered user in
location selection menu 1260. In other embodiments, e-mail messages are also sent to the e-mail
addresses of parties who are not registered users. In still further embodiments, the system 100
determines suggested e-mail addresses based upon the log in information provided by the
registered user and the information in third party user database 160. In the preferred
embodiment, the number of e-mail messages that are sent from the registered user's website to
other e-mail addresses is recorded in a statistic log, and the number of e-mail messages that are
received by the registered user's website is also recorded in the statistic log. Further in the
preferred embodiment, the registered user provides payment to the system 100 for the quantity of
e-mail messages to be sent as specified on MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280. System 100 continues to
send e-mail messages on behalf of the registered user's website to other e-mail messages until the
specified number of e-mail messages has been sent.

[0077] Turning to FIG. 13, the registered user can select e-commerce button 265 to add
to its website various features that allow for e-commerce (i.e., allow for the selling of goods and
services over the internet). Upon the selecting of e-commerce button 265, an e-commerce menu
1310 appears. In the preferred embodiment, the registered user can select from two different
types of e-commerce features, a standard e-commerce feature 1320 and an auction feature 1330.
Upon selecting the standard e-commerce feature 1320, the registered user then can select one or
more shopping carts from a shopping carts to select list 1325. Upon selecting the auction feature
1330, the registered user can select one or more types of auction features from an auction to

select list 1335. After determining the type of e-commerce feature to be implemented on its
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website, the registered user then can upload (i.e., from a memory device at registered user
computer 180) a picture of the product to be sold on the registered user's website, at product
picture field 1340. Further, in a product description field 1345, a product price field 1350 and a
SKU field 1355, a registered user can respectively input a description of the product to be sold at
its website, the product's price and a SKU number correlating to the product. In the case where
an auction feature has been selected, the product price entered in product price field 1350 is a
reserve price. Also, in certain embodiments, the creation of an auction feature further requires
the input of information, by the registered user, concerning starting and finishing times for the
holding of auctions.

[0078] Finally, the registered user must input a merchant account identifier in a merchant
account field 1360 indicating a merchant account that will apply to sales conducted using the
shopping cart/auction of the registered user's website. If a merchant account relationship has not
yet been established such that the registered user cannot enter a merchant account identifier, a
merchant account information form 1370 appears, at which the registered user can enter
necessary information for setting up a merchant account relationship. This information can
include, for example, the name of the registered user's business, the address of the business, and
the business type, among other types of information. In the preferred embodiments, the merchant
account information form 1370 is a standard form that is provided by a credit card and/or
merchant account provider. The credit card and/or merchant account provider providing the
merchant account information form 1370 in certain embodiments pays a licensing or other fee to
the system 100 in order to display its merchant account information form using the system.
When the registered user has completed filling out the merchant account information form 1370,

the filled out form is sent to the credit card and/or merchant account provider. The merchant
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account provider eventually responds back to the registered user with follow-up information
concerning the setting up of the merchant account. The registered user cannot activate any of the
e-commerce functions (i.e., functions employing a shopping cart or auction) without having
completed the setting up of a merchant account with a merchant account provider. Once the
merchant account is set up, however, the registered user enters the merchant account
identification information into field 1360 and the e-commerce functionality can be activated.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 14, the system 100 is also capable of providing several types of
assistance to the registered user during design of its website. The registered user can select the
examples button 270 to bring up an examples menu 1410, which in the preferred embodiment
lists ten examples 1420 that can be selected by the registered user. Each of the examples 1420,
upon being selected by the registered user, shows how a web page, banner, logo, or other
element can be designed using website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and other
features of the system 100. In the preferred embodiment, selection of an example 1420 produces
a visual demonstration of an example website being taken apart and then put back together.
While the example website is being put back together, a tutorial program runs that instructs the
registered user on operating website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM.310, and other features
of system 100 to allow for the creation, saving, and posting/activation of a website using the
system. In certain embodiments, the system 100 will conduct contests among registered users
concerning the registered users' prowess in designing websites.

[0080] The registered user can also select the help/statistics button 275 to bring up a
help/statistics menu 1430. Help/statistics menu 1430 lists four different options that are
selectable by the registered user: a document help option 1440; a tech support option 1450, a

wizard option 1460, and a size meter option 1470. Upon the selection of the document help
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option 1440, the GUI displays written instructions concerning various features of the system 100.
For example, the GUI can display explanation messages concerning the purposes and operation
of the various buttons 215-275 when the registered user selects any of those buttons (or, in
certain embodiments, merely positions a cursor or other selection marker over one of those
buttons). Also, for example, the GUI can display instructions as to how a web asset can be
modified if that web asset is positioned within website design plate 210 or STICKY PAD.TM.
310.

[0081] With respect to tech support option 1450, the registered user can reach tech
support for the system 100 by telephoning a particular telephone number (i.e., a 900 number), or
by sending an e-mail to tech support. Then, by selecting tech support option 1450, tech support
personnel for the system 100 can view the registered user's website online and provide the
registered user with any needed website design information or other assistance either by way of
telephone or e-mail while viewing the registered user's website online. Upon selection of the
wizard option 1460, a wizard caricature appears that offers helpful hints and suggestions to the
registered user during different steps in the website design process. The information provided by
the wizard is similar to that provided in connection with document help option 1440, although
the text shown is typically in a shortened form so that the text can be provided in a caption along
side the wizard caricature. In alternate embodiments, the helpful hints and suggestions from the
wizard caricature are verbalized using speech synthesis technology.

[0082] The registered user can further select size meter option 1470 to obtain information
regarding how well the registered user's website, as currently designed, will perform upon
posting. Upon the selection of the size meter option 1470, a meter box 1480 appears, in which a

variety of information regarding the operability of the current website design is provided. In one
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embodiment, as shown in FIG. 14, the meter box 1480 includes information regarding each of
the size of the entire website currently being designed, the time required to download the entire
website via the internet (to a computer accessing the website using a browser) the size of the
current web page that is being displayed on website design plate 210, and the time for
downloading that particular web page. Further in the preferred embodiment, each of these types
of information is provided for the website when operating on different types of internet systems
with different connectivities, such as internet systems using a T-1 communication link, a DSL or
ISDN communication link, or modems having operation speeds of 56K, 33.6K or 28.8K. In
certain embodiments, the registered user has an option to select the desired/expected connectivity
of the website and to obtain information for that connectivity only.

[0083] In certain embodiments of the invention, meter box 1480 can contain less or more
information concerning the expected operation of the website being designed. For example, in
certain embodiments, the meter box 1480 only includes size information. In other embodiments,
meter box 1480 includes not only size information regarding the entire website and individual
web pages, but also provides a breakdown of the sizes of each web asset or other element on a
given web page. In certain embodiments, running meter block 810 displayed in conjunction with
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 contains the same information that is displayed in meter box 1480.
Although in one embodiment, the meter box 1480 is only displayed when the size meter option
1470 is selected , in alternate embodiments, the meter box 1480 (or at least some of the
information displayed in meter box 1480) is always displayed on website design plate 210. In
such embodiments, the information being displayed that corresponds to the particular web page
that is being edited varies as the registered user changes from editing one web page to editing a

different web page using navigation button 225. The information can be shown on multiple lines
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or be provided in a single-line format to save display space. In the preferred embodiment, the
information provided in meter box 1480 changes whenever a new web asset or other element is
dropped into website design plate 210.

[0084] Further, in the preferred embodiment, the system 100 always monitors the current
sizes of the website and web pages that are being designed, and provides a warning message
whenever the website as a whole or individual web pages have exceeded maximum limits for
size and download times (e.g., "Your site has exceeded download time parameters."”). When the
website being designed exceeds maximum size and/or download time parameters, the system
100 automatically displays relevant help message to provide the registered user with suggestions
for reducing the size and/or download time of the website/web page. These warning and help
messages can be provided by the wizard feature discussed above. If the registered user does not
heed the warning concerning the size and/or download time of the website/web page, the system
100 automatically restricts the ability of the registered user to add additional web assets and
other elements to the website/web page and thereby guarantees that the website, when
completed, will be within acceptable size and download time guidelines.

[0085] At any time during the course of the design of a website using website design
plate 210 (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference to FIG.
11), the registered user can select preview button 230 to view the operation of the website in its
current state of design. The registered user can view the operation of the website as it would
appear using a variety of different internet browsers, e.g., the Netscape Navigator.TM. browser
or the Microsoft Internet Explorer.TM. browser. Previewing the website does not save the
website for activation, but rather gives the registered user a "snapshot” of the website in its

current state, and allows the registered user to view the alignment, color schemes and other
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features of the website before the website is saved and activated. Further, at any time during the
design of a website (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference
to FIG. 11), the registered user can select save button 218 to save the website in its present form
at server computer 140 (specifically at third party user database 160). If the website design has
been completed and the website is ready for submission and activation on the internet, the
registered user can provide such an indication (in certain embodiments, an additional submit
button is displayed on website design plate 210 to allow the registered user to immediately
submit a completed website for activation on the internet).

[0086] It the registered user selects the save button 218 but has not yet provided payment
information concerning the manner in which the registered user will be paying for its use of
system 100, a payment box 1510 appears. Within payment box 1510, a message 1520 is provided
to the registered user indicating that payment information is necessary (e.g., "Did you forget to
pay?") and the registered user is provided with an option 1530 to pay by credit card. When the
pay by credit card option 1530 is selected, a credit card information menu 1540 appears, in
which the registered user can provided the necessary information for enabling credit card
payment to the system 100 from the registered user's credit card. In one embodiment, the
registered user must enter its name, credit card number, and expiration date in a name field 1550,
a credit card number field 1560, and an expiration date field 1570, respectively. Once the credit
card information is received at, and approved by, the system 100, the registered user can save its
website design information. In the preferred embodiment, the registered user provides the same
user identification and password information that were provided during the log in process at a
user identification field 1580 and a password field 1590, respectively, for additional security. In

addition to requiring credit card information for allowing the saving and submission of website
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design information by the registered user, the system 100 also requires credit card information to
be provided before allowing the registered user to access certain other features. For example,
tech support will only be provided when the registered user has provided credit card information
or contacts tech support via the 900 number or e-mail. Also, the system 100 does not accept web
addresses specified by the registered user for the purpose of creating links or participating in
banner ad rotation unless the registered user has provided credit card information.

[0087] FIGS. 16A-23 provide flow charts showing exemplary steps of operation of the
system 100 as it is used by the registered user to design a website. In particular, the flow charts
concern the operation of the GUI, i.e., website design plate 210 and STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The
flow charts of FIGS. 16A-22C can be combined together to form a larger collection of steps.
Referring to FIGS. 16 A and 16B, the operation of the GUI of the system 100 begins with the
display of the website design plate 210 on a user interface at step 1602. The user interface can be
a computer monitor, a television screen or any other input/output device that includes a display
screen that is known in the art. Next, at step 1604, a search request is received at the user
interface. At step 1606, the system 100 determines if the party accessing the system has already
logged into the system. If the registered party has not already logged in (i.e., the party is a
potential customer rather than a registered user), the system proceeds to step 1608, in which a
login form such as that discussed with reference to FIG. 11 is displayed. At step 1610, the system
100 receives user information at the user interface (i.e., in the login form). At steps 1612 and
1614, respectively, the user information is transmitted to and saved at a database of the system,
i.e., third party user database 160.

[0088] Upon completing the log in process (such that the potential customer is now a

registered user), or if it was determined in step 1606 that the registered user was already logged
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in, the system proceeds to step 1616, at which the system accesses a database to obtain
information regarding web assets or other elements. The information that is obtained is
responsive to the search request entered at step 1604; that is, the information concerns web
assets, if the search request was made via tx menu 430, concerns sound elements if the search
request was made via sound menu 540 and concerns color elements if the search request was
made via color pallet 640. The information concerning the web assets or other elements comes
from web assets database 170. At step 1618, the GUI provides a listing of the available web
assets or other elements, in fx menu 430, sound menu 540 or color pallet 640 depending upon the
type of search request that was received at step 1604. At step 1620, the system 100 receives a
selection indication from the registered user at the user interface that indicates a first web asset or
other element that the registered user desires to implement in its website. Upon receiving this
selection of a web asset or other element, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed at the user
interface. At step 1624, any further information that is necessary to display the selected web
asset or other element is obtained from web assets database 170, and then, at step 1626, the
selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In step 1628, the
size of the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. in the
running meter block 810, which in alternate embodiments can also display the download time or
other information regarding the selected web asset or other element.

[0089] At step 1630, the system 100 receives an additional input at the user interface
from the registered user. If the additional input is another search request (as in step 1604), the
system 100 again accesses web assets database 170 to obtain information regarding available
web assets or other elements, at step 1632. At step 1634, the system 100 again provides a listing

of available web assets or other elements that is responsive to the search request. At step 1636,
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the system 100 receives an input from the registered user indicating which of the listed web
assets or other elements is desired for implementation in the registered user's website. Then, in
step 1638, the system 100 retrieves information concerning the selected web asset or other
element. Further, at step 1640, the system 100 receives an additional input from the registered
user that is a command indicating where to position the newly selected web asset or other
element on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The input can be a command to drag and drop the
selected web asset or other element onto the first web asset or other element that is already
positioned within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, or can be merely a command to display the
selected web asset or other element at some location within design space 280 of STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. In response to this input command, the displayed contents of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 are modified to include the newly selected web asset or other element at step
1642. Upon modifying the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the size of the
modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. is displayed (i.e., updated) at the running meter
block 810 of the STICKY PAD.TM., at step 1644. The program then returns to step 1630.
[0090] The additional input received at the user interface at step 1630 can also be a
command to drop the STICKY PAD.TM. contents into the website design plate 210. If this
occurs, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface, i.e., is no longer
displayed, at step 1646. Then, at step 1648, the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed in an
interactive manner on the website design plate 210. The system 100 then is ready to receive an
additional input at the user interface, at step 1650. In certain embodiments in which the GUI can
display both website design plate 210 and STICKY PAD.TM. 310 simultaneously (e.g., on

different parts of the display screen of the user interface), the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need not
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be removed from display. Rather, the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need only be
moved or copied to the website design plate 210.

[0091] Referring to FIG. 17A, if the input received at the user interface at step 1650 is a
text input command, the system 100 immediately displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 again on the
user interface at step 1702. The text input command is a selection of text button 235. Once
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed, the registered user can input text by typing text at the user
interface, which is received by the system 100 at step 1704. The text that is input at the user
interface by the registered user is displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at step 1706. Then, at
step 1708, the system 100 receives an additional command at the user interface. If the command
is to invoke the text editor, i.e., the registered user selects text editor button 345 of STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the system 100 proceeds to step 1710, and displays text editor options.

[0092] At step 1712, the system 100 receives a command concerning the text editor
options. If the registered user provides a command to perform a spell check, the system 100 then
executes a spell check of the text at step 1714 and displays the spell checked text at step 1716,
before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional command. If the received command at step
1712 is to modify one of the font, style, size or color of the text, the system 100 performs the
requested modification and then displays the modified text at step 1718 before returning to step
1708 to receive an additional command. The command to modify the font, style, size or color of
the text can include a selection of a change font, change style, change size or change color
button, followed by a selection of a desired font, style, size or color to be applied to the text
being edited. At step 1708, it is also possible to receive a command to drop the STICKY
PAD.TM. contents back into the website design plate 210. If such a command is received, the

STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) at step
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1720, and then the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed on the website design plate 210, at
step 1722. The program then returns to step 1650 for receipt of an additional input at the user
interface.

[0093] Referring to FIG. 17B, the additional input received at step 1650 can also be the
selection of tables button 255 of the website design plate 210 by the registered user, indicating
that the registered user wishes to generate a table or cell. Upon selection of the tables button 255,
the system 100 displays the options concerning the creation of tables and cells, including their
location within a website (i.e., by displaying tables menu 1110), at step 1750. At step 1752, the
system 100 receives a selection concerning the tables and cells from the registered user at the
user interface. At step 1754, the selected table or cell is displayed on the website design plate
210. Next, at step 1756, a command can be received to modify the position or size of the table or
cell. Upon receiving such a command, the table or cell is appropriately adjusted in position
and/or size at step 1758. The command to modify the position or size of the table or cell at step
1756 can include a command or selection input concerning the location of the table or cell within
the website or on a web page (i.e., by way of locations button 1140). Upon completion of the
table or cell, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

[0094] Turning to FIGS. 18A and 18B, the additional input received at the user interface
at step 1650 can be a save input or a preview input, which the registered user can provide by
selecting save button 218 or preview button 230 of the website design plate 210, respectively.
Upon receiving the save input, the system 100 determines in step 1802 whether payment has
been received from the registered user. If payment has not yet been received from the registered
user, the system 100 displays at the user interface an inquiry as to whether payment has been

forgotten at step 1804. Upon receiving a pay by credit card input at the user interface, at step

43

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 215 of 1793



1806, the system displays a credit card information form at step 1808 (i.e., credit card
information menu 1540). In step 1810, credit card information is received from the registered
user at the user interface and, at step 1812, the system 100 determines whether the information
provided is adequate. If the credit card information is inadequate, the system 100 returns to step
1808 and the credit card information form is again displayed. If the credit card information is
adequate, the system 100 proceeds to step 1814, in which payment is received from the
registered user's credit card by way of a standard e-commerce credit card transaction. Upon
receiving payment at step 1814, or having determined that payment was already received at step
1802, the system 100 saves all of the website design information that is currently existing in
website design plate 210 at the server computer 140, at step 1816. The saved website design
information can then be used to post/activate an operational website on the internet. Upon saving
the information, the system 100 returns to step 1650. With respect to FIG. 18B, if the input at
step 1650 is a preview input, the system 100 proceeds to step 1818, at which a preview of the
website's operation given its current state of development is provided. This allows for the
registered user to view a simulation of the operation of its website, before the website is saved or
activated on the internet. After providing this preview or simulation, the system 100 returns to
step 1650.

[0095] Referring to FIGS. 19A and 19B, the additional input received at step 1650 can
also be a navigation input, which the registered user provides by selecting navigation button 225
of website design plate 210. Upon receiving the navigation input, the system 100 displays a
navigation menu (i.e., navigation menu 1010), and then receives an additional input at the user
interface, at steps 1902 and 1904, respectively. If the additional input received at the user

interface at step 1904 is a selection of a page name field corresponding to pages 1-10 (i.e., fields
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1015), the system 100 receives page name information from the registered user at step 1906 and
then displays the page name information in the page name field at step 1908, before returning to
step 1904 to receive an additional input at the user interface. If the input received at step 1904 is
an add new page command (i.e., provided by selecting add new page button 1020), the system
100 receives page identification information concerning the newly added page at step 1910 and
displays the new page number and page identification information on the navigation menu at step
1912 before returning to step 1904.

[0096] If the input at step 1904 is a selection of the scroll menu (i.e., provided by
selecting scroll menu button 1030), the system 100 displays suggested page names at step 1914,
and then receives a selection of one or more of the suggested page names from the registered
user at step 1916 before returning to step 1904. If the input received at step 1904 is a selection of
the navigation locations menu (i.e. selection of navigation locations button 1050), the system 100
displays a list of locations within a web page at which navigation information can be displayed,
at step 1918. Upon receiving a selected location for the navigation information from the
registered user at step 1920, the system returns to step 1904. Further, if the input received at step
1904 is a selection of one of the displayed page numbers on the navigation menu 1010, the
display of the navigation menu is ended at step 1922, and the selected web page is displayed on
the website design plate 210 at step 1924. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

[0097] Referring to FIGS. 20A and 20B, the registered user can provide a STAY
STICKY.TM. input at step 1650 by selecting STAY STICKY.TM. button 260. Upon receiving
such an input, the system 100 displays STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 at step 2002 and then
receives a STAY STICKY.TM. selection at step 2004. If the received selection is for the smart

agent feature, the system 100 then receives an input concerning the smart agent feature at smart
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agent menu 1220, at step 2006. If the received input is a request for suggested marketing
locations, the system 100 checks third party user database 160 to determine whether suggested
marketing locations had previously been determined, at step 2008. If suggested marketing
locations had been previously determined, these suggested marketing locations are then
displayed at the user interface, at step 2014. If suggested marketing locations had not been
previously determined, the system 100 accesses third party user database 160 to obtain the
registered user's log in information, and then determines suggested marketing locations based
upon this log in information, at steps 2010 and 2012, respectively. Once the suggested marketing
locations are determined, these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at step 2014.
Following display of the suggested marketing locations at step 2014, the system 100 returns to
step 2004.

[0098] If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is to create links, the
system 100 then receives marketing location selections at the user interface at step 2018. The
marketing location selection information can be provided by the registered user at location
selection menu 1260. Upon receiving the marketing location selection information, the
marketing location selection information is stored at third party user database 160 at step 2020.
This stored information is later used to generate links at the selected marketing locations (i.e.,
websites) when the registered user's website is activated. The system 100 then proceeds to step
2022, at which the system determines whether a reciprocal link site has already been created in
the registered user's website, for displaying links to other websites. If a link site has not yet been
created, the system creates a link site on the registered user's website, at step 2024 before

returning to step 1650. Otherwise, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650.

46

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 218 of 1793



[0099] If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is for banner ad
rotation, the system 100 proceeds to step 2026, at which the system determines whether a banner
ad has already been created by the registered user. If a banner ad has not yet been created, the
system 100 proceeds to step 2028, in which the system displays at the user interface a message
indicating that a banner ad needs to be created by the registered user in order to participate in
banner ad rotation, before returning to step 1650. A banner ad can then be created by the
registered user using he capabilities of the website design plate 210 and the STICKY PAD.TM.
310, including the search capabilities. If it is determined at step 2026 that a banner ad has already
been created by the registered user, the system 100 proceeds to step 2030, at which it receives
marketing location selection information at the user interface. The marketing location selection
information can be provided at location selection menu 1260 or a similar menu, and can include
marketing location selections that were determined by the system at step 2012.

[0100] At step 2032, the marketing location selection information provided from the
registered user is stored in third party user database 160, where it can be later accessed upon
activation of the registered user's website. The system 100 then proceeds to step 2034, at which it
determines whether a reciprocal banner ad site has already been created on the registered user's
website, so that banner ads from other websites can be displayed on the registered user's website
once it is activated. If a banner ad site has not yet been created, the system 100 creates a banner
ad site at step 2036 before returning to step 1650. Otherwise, if a banner ad site has already been
created, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's
website, the registered user's website can display an unlimited number of banner ads from other
websites on its reciprocal banner ad site, and the system 100 also displays the registered user's

banner ad at the marketing locations (websites) that the registered user specified at step 2030.
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[0101] If, at step 2004, the STAY STICKY.TM. selection is for the MATL. WIZ. TM.
feature, the system 100 proceeds to step 2038 and displays MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280. The
system 100 then receives an input from the registered user concerning the number of parties that
the registered user desires to be included on the registered user's e-mail list, at step 2040. Further,
at step 2042, the system 100 receives an input at the user interface concerning the registered
user's desired e-mail message. All of the received information is then saved in third party user
database 160, before the system 100 returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's
website, e-mail messages are sent to other registered user's websites, and the number of e-mail
messages sent is monitored by the system 100. Although not shown in FIGS. 20A and 20B, in
some embodiments credit card information (and payment) must be received by the system 100 in
order to set up and activate the STAY STICKY.TM. features, i.e., banner ad rotation, links
creation, and MAIL WIZ.TM.. In such embodiments, the system 100 performs steps 1808-1814
(shown with respect to FIG. 18A) during or immediately following its performance of steps
2018-2024, 2026-2036 and 2038-2044 concerning links creation, banner ad rotation and MAIL
WIZ.TM., respectively.

[0102] Referring to FIGS. 21A and 21B, the registered user can provide an e-commerce
input at step 1650 by selecting e-commerce button 265 from website design plate 210. Upon
receiving the e-commerce input, the system 100 displays e- commerce menu 1310, at step 2102.
The system 100 then receives at step 2104 an input from the registered user concerning the
desired type of e-commerce. If the received input indicates that the registered user desires to
employ a standard e-commerce arrangement involving a shopping cart, the system 100 displays a
list of available shopping cart types at step 2106. The system then receives a selection of a type

of shopping cart from the registered user at step 2108, before proceeding to step 2114. If the
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received input at step 2104 is for an e-commerce arrangement involving an auction, the system
100 displays a list of available auction types at step 2110, and then receives a selection of a type
of auction from the registered user at step 2112 before proceeding to step 2114. At step 2114, the
system 100 uploads a product picture provided from the registered user, i.e., from the hard drive
of the registered user computer 180. Then, the system 100 further receives inputs concerning the
product description, the product price and the product SKU number at the user interface, at steps
2116, 2118, and 2119, respectively. If the e-commerce arrangement selected by the registered
user involves an auction, the product price information received from the registered user at step
2118 concerns a reserved price.

[0103] Next, at step 2120, the system 100 determines whether merchant account
information has already been provided from the registered user. If merchant account information
has not yet been provided, the system 100 displays merchant account information form 1370, at
step 2122. Upon receiving merchant account information at the user interface from the registered
user at step 2124, the system 100 then sends the merchant account information to the merchant
account vendor for processing at step 2126, before returning to step 1650. Although, because the
registered user has not yet concluded its merchant account arrangement, the system 100 cannot
finalize the registered user's e-commerce arrangement, the information provided by the registered
user in steps 2104 to 2119 can be saved and utilized again once the registered user's merchant
account arrangement has been finalized. If, at step 2120, it is determined that the merchant
account information has already been provided by the registered user, the system 100 receives a
merchant account identification number or other identifier at the user interface, at step 2128, and
then proceeds to display the finalized shopping cart or auction feature at website design plate

210. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

49

TikTok Inc. EX1002

TikTok Inc. v. Distefano Website Innovations, LLC
IPR2025-01061

Page 221 of 1793



[0104] Turning to FIG. 22A, the registered user can provide an examples input by
selecting examples button 270 from website design plate 210. Upon such a selection, the system
100 displays an examples menu at the user's interface, at step 2124. The system 100 then
receives an example selection by the registered user at the user interface, at step 2226, and then
displays the selected example, at step 2228, before returning to step 1650. With respect to FIG.
22B, if the registered user provides a help/statistics input by selecting help/statistics button 275
of the web design plate 210 at step 1650, the system 100 proceeds to display help/statistics menu
1430, at step 2202. The system 100 then receives a help/statistics selection at step 2204. If the
help/statistics selection is a document help input, the system 100 accesses programming database
190 to obtain relevant written help instructions, at step 2206, and then displays the written help
instructions at the user interface, at step 2208, before returning to step 1650. If the received
help/statistics selection concerns tech support, the system 100 displays a message indicating that
tech support can be obtained either by sending an e-mail message or by telephone, at step 2210.
The system 100 then provides the registered user with an option to proceed with tech support,
which option must be selected by the registered user in order for a tech support specialist to view
the current status of the registered user's GUI and provide assistance, at step 2211. Once
assistance has been provided, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

[0105] If the received help/statistics selection concerns a wizard input, as shown in FIG.
22C, the system 100 displays the wizard caricature at the user interface, at step 2212. The system
100 then accesses programming database 190 to obtain any relevant wizard suggestions, at step
2214, and then displays the relevant wizard suggestions, at step 2216, before returning to step
1650. If the help/statistics selection received at step 2204 is a size meter input, then the system

calculates size and download time parameters for the registered user's website, as well as for the
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current web page being displayed by website design plate 210, at step 2218. Then, at step 2220,
the system 100 displays at the user interface meter box 1480, which shows the size and
download time parameters for the registered user's website and the currently displayed web page,
before returning to step 1650.

[0106] Turning to FIG. 23, an additional flow chart is provided showing operation of the
system 100 when the registered user is returning to the system to complete a website design that
was previously begun. At step 2302, website design plate 210 is provided at the user interface. If
the system 100 determines that the registered user's website in its current state of development
has more than one web page, at step 2304, the system 100 displays navigation menu 1010 at step
2306. The system 100 then receives a selection of one of the web page numbers displayed on
navigation menu 1010, at step 2308. Upon receiving a selected web page number, the system 100
removes navigation menu 1010 from the user interface, at step 2310, and displays the one or
more web assets and other elements of the selected web page on the website design plate 210, at
step 2312. Further, if the system 100 determines, at step 2304, that the registered user's website
in its current state of development has only web page, the system displays the one or more web
assets or other elements of that web page on the website design plate 210, at step 2312.

[0107] Next, at step 2314, the system 100 receives an edit command provided by the
registered user by selecting edit button 220. Upon receiving the edit command, the system 100
causes each of the web assets and other elements that are displayed on the website design plate
210 to become interactive, at step 2316. The system 100 then receives a selection of one or more
of the web assets or other elements displayed on the website design plate, at step 2318. In
response to this selection, the system 100 displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 on the user interface,

at step 2320, and further displays the selected web asset or other element on the STICKY
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PAD.TM. as the STICKY PAD.TM. contents, at step 2322. At step 2324, the system 100
receives a command to modify the selected web asset or other element displayed within STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. This command can involve adding additional web assets, sounds or colors to the
selected web asset or to the design space 280 surrounding the selected web asset, as well as
involve moving the selected web asset within design space 280 or resizing the selected web
asset, among other modifications.

[0108] At step 2326, the modified web asset or other element, or modified contents of the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310, are displayed within the STICKY PAD.TM.. At step 2328, the system
100 receives a command to drop the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 into the website
design plate 210. Next, at step 2330, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user
interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) and the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 are moved
onto the website design plate 210, at step 2332. The design of the registered user's website can
continue with the receiving of additional inputs from the registered user at the user interface, at
step 2334.

[0109] While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred
embodiments of this invention, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited to the
precise construction herein disclosed. The invention can be embodied in other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or essential attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made
to the following claims, rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the

invention.
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Abstract

A method, within and by a computer hardware system that is configured to serve a first
web page associated with a first user and a second web page associated with a second user,
includes the following. A reciprocal arrangement is established between the first web page and
the second web page based upon both the first and second users opting to participate in the
reciprocal arrangement. A second functional identification element associated with the first
entity is included within the second web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. A
first functional identification element associated with the second entity is included within the
first web page and based upon the reciprocal arrangement. The second functional identification
element includes a link to the first web page, and the first functional identification element

includes a link to the second web page.
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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Appraved for usé throug: 11302018 OB 4851.007
3 5. Patent and Tradernark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERS

Linder the Paperverk Reduction Aot of 1595, ne persons 816 regquired 1o reaspond to & noliection of infonmation unless & displays 3 valid OMB contra! nurrber

g

.

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT

{ heraby revoke all previous powers of aiiorney given in the application identified in the attached transmitlal latler,

@ | hareby appoint Practitionar(s} assoctated with the following Customer Numbey as my/ow atformey(s) or ageni(s). and {o
' transact all business in the United States Patent and Tradernark Gifine cormented tharewith for the application referenced

in the giiached trancmitis! letter {form PTCAIAMS2A of equivalent):
LY @

T | hareby appoint Practiioner(s) nared below 28 myiour atfomey(s) or agent{s}, and o ransact all business in the
= United States Patent and Trademark Office sonneciad therewith for the application referenced in e attached
transroitial leiter {form PTO/AIAGLZA or equivalent):

OR

Registration Name Registeation

3
name Nurnber Number

Pleaze recognize or changs the corres;ﬁgndenca agdress for the gpgiication identifisd in the attached
transmitial letter t
The address associated with the abave-mantioned Customsar Number

OR
D The address sssooiated with Customer Nunbar:

OR

™ Firmor
Individual Name

Address
Cry Bl { 2o |
Country
Talephons § Email

Fam the Applicant:
| Itnventor or Joint Inventor

DLegai Represeniative of 8 Deceased or Legally Incapacilated Inveniar

@Assignee or Person io Whom the Invesior is Under an Obligation to Assign
Person Who Qiherwise Shaws@ufﬁciéﬁt ?mprietafy interest {e.g., a petlition under 37 CFR 1.46(bX2) was

7

granted in the application or 4t toncufrandly being filed with this docurnent)

g

S

et S/ SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent
Signature A e N i Date
Name TrOmas L DisTERAND, e (1S Telephons | (581} 7054386
Titie and Compeany | MEMBER MANAGER, PT280,LLC ©

NQTE: Signature - This foym must be signed by the applivant in accordance with 37 GFR 1.33. Bee 37 OFR 1.4 for signature requliements and

certifications. Submit mudtipls Torms for mom than ong signatire, see betow *.

“Totat of ! forms are submitted.

This colfection of information is requirsd by 37 CFR 1 &1, 1.32 and 1,33, The information is required 1o oblain or retain & benefit by Hie public which 8 1o file {and by the
USPTQ o procase} an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 33 U.3.C. 122 and 37 CFR 111 and 114, Thi tion is estimated © ke 3 mimutes lo complete,
ncluding gathesng, prepaning, and subrmitting the complatad appiltsion form o the USPTC, Timd wilt vary depending upon the individual case  Any conuments on
{he smouwd worequire to nomplete this fem andior suQQestions 1o reducing this burden, should be send i the Lhief Information CF . U8 Patent ans

Trademark Ciice. U8 Department of Commerse, PO, Bax 1458, Alexandia, Y& 272154480, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TQ: Commissioner for Patents, P, Box 1480, Alexandria, YA 233131460

If you need assistance in-completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-8188 and select option 2.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

THOMAS L. DISTEFANOQ IlI

Filer: Scott David Paul/Alaine Allison
Attorney Docket Number: 8201-0013
Filed as Small Entity
Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sut;;l’;(t;)l in
Basic Filing:
Utility filing Fee (Electronic filing) 4011 1 70 70
Utility Search Fee 2111 1 300 300
Utility Examination Fee 2311 1 360 360

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su:aj;l';(tsa)l in
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 730
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 16365924
Application Number: 13946461
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9140

Title of Invention:

RECIPROCAL INSERTION OF IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS FOR WEB PAGES

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

THOMAS L. DISTEFANO 1l

Customer Number:

55246

Filer:

Scott David Paul/Alaine Allison

Filer Authorized By:

Scott David Paul

Attorney Docket Number: 8201-0013
Receipt Date: 19-JUL-2013
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 15:26:33

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

yes

Payment Type Deposit Account
Payment was successfully received in RAM $730

RAM confirmation Number 1949

Deposit Account 503611

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:
Document _ . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y v . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
196784
1 Transmittal of New Application 8201-0013_Transmittal.pdf no 1
931119¢b7d807<73205b0a359834b2a765.
Warnings:
Information:
1503891
2 Application Data Sheet 8201-0013_ADS.pdf no 6
1 17¢8700bed 1¢51h42074828a% 12 adld.
70d48
Warnings:
Information:
8201-0013_Conti tionAppli 20283040
- _ContinuationAppliC
3 ation_07-19-13.pdf yes 69
2481cccd3a9393e226219802a141032901
7181a
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Specification 1 57
Claims 58 68
Abstract 69 69
Warnings:
Information:
. N ) 5194213
Drawings-only black and white line 8201-0013_FormalDrawings_0
4 . no 29
drawings 7-19-13.pdf
7908d95d 2a0613f12555125934fc2172d1
29dd
Warnings:
Information:
8201-0013_Declarati 07-19 70301
5 Oath or Declaration filed —weclaration. no 1
13.pdf
d977a41297d04be29a77926e160dbabaBb7|
de079
Warnings:
Information:
. 74928
6 8201-0013_PreliminaryAmend s 9
ment_07-19-13.pdf y
2e5f26c61e3ac3725650a337e61186afed82)
e91¢
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Preliminary Amendment 1 1
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Specification 2 2
Abstract 3 3
Claims 4 8
Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 9 9
Warnings:
Information:
. 230437
7 Specification 8201-0013_MarkedUp_Substit o 56
P uteSpecification_07-19-13.pdf
2d8903620599d6939802705b9daf6b7e32¢
Warnings:
Information:
. » 218872
8 Specification 8201-0013_SubstituteSpecifica o 53
P tion_07-19-13.pdf
1724085171 /62fa1621298U5000d 10268972
Warnings:
Information:
Infq tion Discl Stat t (IDS) 612887
nrormation visclosure >tatemen
9 Form (SB0S) 8201-0013_IDS_07-19-13.pdf no 5
4bc6044c624c8a37 1b71eca5300d6911c61
3efc8
Warnings:
Information:
8201-0013_P fAtt 887955
10 Power of Attorney - og/fero orney. no 2
p 4Ab4b6 1a140ee43¢165e50ea997072d9173 1|
336e3
Warnings:
Information:
33066
11 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
9068f8056557706950562b8478bccf2b0d 1
V6334
Warnings:
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Total Files Size (in bytes):l 29306374
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C, 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.
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