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MITIGATING EFFECTS OF ELECTRONIC
AUDIO SOURCES IN EXPRESSION
DETECTION

BACKGROUND

Certain types of devices and services may interact with
users through speech. A typical user environment, however,
may contain sources of interfering sound that make it
difficult to isolate user speech and to recognize and under-
stand the user speech. In particular, a user environment may
contain one or more media sources such as televisions,
radios, or other audio devices that generate interfering
sound.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description references the accompanying
figures. In the figures, the left-most digit(s) of a reference
number identifies the figure in which the reference number
first appears. The use of the same reference numbers in
different figures indicates similar or identical components or
features.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system that performs
speech recognition and language understanding based on
user commands that are prefaced by a trigger expression.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating an example method
of determining whether a given directional audio signal
corresponds to the direction of an electronic source of sound.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating an example method
of expression detection that accounts for sound generated by
electronic source of sounds.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating another example
method of expression detection that accounts for sound
generated by electronic source of sounds.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating an example of
processing an audio signal to remove identifiable audio
content from the audio signal.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of an illustrative voice interaction
computing architecture in which the described techniques
may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure pertains generally to a speech interface
device or other audio device that facilitates speech-based
interactions with a user. The audio device has a microphone
array and a loudspeaker. The microphone array captures user
speech and the loudspeaker plays responsive speech.

Spoken user commands directed to the audio device are
prefaced by a wake word, which is more generally referred
to herein as a trigger expression. In response to detecting the
trigger expression, the audio device or an associated service
interprets any immediately following words or phrases as
actionable speech commands.

The audio device has an audio beamformer that produces
directional audio signals, each emphasizing sound from a
corresponding different direction. A speech activity detector
analyzes the directional audio signals to identify one or more
of the directional audio signals that contain human speech.
An expression detector analyzes the identified directional
audio signals to detect spoken utterances of the trigger
expression.

In some situations, an electronic source of sound such as
a television, radio, or other audio device may produce sound
that contains speech. The speech produced by the electronic
source of sound may be detected by the speech activity
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detector and in some cases the trigger expression may be
detected in the sound produced by the electronic source of
sound device. This is an undesirable outcome, because only
trigger expressions spoken by an actual human who is
present in the environment of the audio device should be
detected.

In order to avoid detection of the trigger expression based
on sound produced by a non-human source, the audio device
is configured to monitor its environment to detect the
directions or locations of fixed, non-human sound sources
such as electronic media devices. In described embodiments,
the audio device analyzes each of its directional audio
signals to detect sound that has likely been generated by an
electronic device such as a television, radio, or other audio
system that may contain representations of human speech.
Specifically, each directional audio signal is analyzed to
detect the presence over time of sound having certain
characteristics tending to indicate that the sound has origi-
nated from an electronic source rather than being produced
by a human who is present and near the audio device. For
example, the audio device may identify sound that contains
speech but that also contains a wider range of frequencies
than typically found in human speech. If sound such as this
is found in an audio signal consistently, over time, the audio
device may assume that there is an electronic source of
sound in the direction of the directional audio signal.

When speech is detected in a directional audio signal,
subsequent expression detection uses different expression
detection standards, depending on whether there is a
detected electronic source of sound in the same direction. If
the directional audio signal has not been flagged as corre-
sponding to the direction of an electronic source of sound,
a default detection standard is applied during the expression
detection. If the directional audio signal has been flagged as
corresponding to the direction of an electronic source of
sound, however, a different, more stringent detection stan-
dard is applied during the expression detection. The more
stringent detection standard may have the effect of decreas-
ing the sensitivity of the expression detector and thereby
decreasing the number of false detections that may other-
wise result from the sound produced by an electronic source
of sound. In some cases, the more stringent detection
standard may comprise a different detection algorithm, such
as one that requires the user to repeat the trigger expression
before it is recognized as a valid utterance of the trigger
expression.

In some embodiments, the audio device may be config-
ured to listen for the trigger expression in the directional
audio signal that has the highest detected level of speech
presence. When this directional audio signal corresponds to
the direction of an electronic source of sound, however, the
audio device may also listen to the directional audio signal
having the second highest level of speech presence. A
default detection standard may be used for detecting the
trigger expression in the audio signal having the second
highest level of speech presence, while a more strict or
stringent standard may be used for detecting the trigger
expression in the audio signal having the first highest level
of speech presence, corresponding to the direction of the
electronic source of sound.

FIG. 1 shows elements of a system or device 100 that
receives and responds to voice commands. The system or
device 100 has a microphone array 102 that captures sound
from the environment of the system 100. The sound may
contain user speech. The speech may contain a trigger
expression that has been spoken by a user as an indication
that subsequent speech is directed to the device 100. The
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trigger expression may comprise a word, a phrase, or a
sound. In some cases, the trigger expression may comprise
a wake word that is intended to cause a device or system to
move from a low power consumption and low functionality
state to a normal operating state. In some cases, the trigger
expression may cause the device or system to analyze
subsequent speech and to conduct a dialog with the user in
order to determine and act upon an intent that is being
expressed by the user.

The microphone array 102 has multiple microphone ele-
ments that are spaced from each other so that they can be
used for audio beamforming. The microphone array 102
produces multiple microphone audio signals 104 corre-
sponding respectively to the microphone elements of the
microphone array 102.

The system or device 100 includes an audio beamformer
or beamforming component 106. The audio beamformer 106
receives the microphone audio signals 104 and processes
them to produce multiple directional or directionally-fo-
cused audio signals 108. Each directional audio signal 108
corresponds to one of multiple different beam directions.
Each directional audio signal emphasizes sound from its
corresponding beam direction. In the described embodi-
ment, the directional audio signals 108 correspond respec-
tively to and emphasize sound from different radial beam
directions relative to the microphone array 102. In other
embodiments, the audio signals may correspond to and may
emphasize sound from different areas of the environment.

Any given directional audio signal 108 may contain
speech spoken by a user who is in the environment of the
audio device 100 and who is in the beam direction of the
directional audio signal 108. A given directional audio signal
may also receive sound produced by a non-human sound
source such as an electronic media device. The sound
produced by the non-human sound source may also contain
a representation of human speech.

Audio beamforming, also referred to as audio array pro-
cessing, uses multiple omnidirectional microphone elements
that are spaced from each other at known distances. Sound
originating from a sound source is received by each of the
microphone elements. However, because each microphone
element is at a different distance from the sound source, a
propagating sound wave arrives at the microphone elements
at slightly different times. The difference in arrival time
results in phase differences between audio signals produced
by the microphone elements. The phase differences can be
exploited to enhance or amplify sounds originating from
chosen directions relative to the microphone array.

More specifically, audio beamforming uses signal pro-
cessing techniques to combine signals from the different
microphone elements so that sounds originating from a
particular direction are emphasized or amplified while
sounds originating from other directions are deemphasized
or attenuated. In particular, signals from the different micro-
phones are combined in such a way that sounds from a
particular direction experience constructive interference,
while sounds from other directions experience destructive
interference. The parameters used in beamforming may be
varied to dynamically select different directions, even when
using a fixed-configuration microphone array.

In certain implementations, a potentially different delay is
added to each microphone signal so that sounds from a
particular direction become aligned in time. These delayed
signals are then summed. A beamformer such as this is
referred to as having a delay-sum architecture. The amount
of delay for each microphone signal is determined based on
the known spatial relationships of the microphones and the
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direction from which sounds are to be emphasized. The
delays can be changed over time to receive sounds from
different directions.

The system or device 100 has a speech activity detector
110 that detects the level of human speech presence in each
of the directional audio signals 108. The level of speech
presence is detected by analyzing a portion of an audio
signal to evaluate features of the audio signal such as signal
energy and frequency distribution. The features are quanti-
fied and compared to reference features corresponding to
reference signals that are known to contain human speech.
The comparison produces a score corresponding to the
degree of similarity between the features of the audio signal
and the reference features. The score is used as an indication
of the detected or likely level of speech presence in the audio
signal. The speech activity detector 110 may be configured
to continuously or repeatedly provide the level of speech
presence for each of the directional audio signals 108 over
time. Accordingly, levels of speech presence may include
levels corresponding to past times or time periods and/or
may include current levels.

The system 100 has an expression detector 112 that
receives and analyzes the directional audio signals 108 to
detect a predefined word, phrase, or other sound. In the
described embodiment, the expression detector 112 is con-
figured to detect a representation of a wake word or other
trigger expression in one or more of the directional audio
signals 108. Generally, the expression detector 112 analyzes
an individual directional audio signal 108 in response to an
indication from the speech activity detector 110 that the
directional audio signal 108 contains a certain level of
speech presence.

The expression detector 112 may be implemented using
keyword spotting technology, as an example. A keyword
spotter is a functional component or algorithm that evaluates
an audio signal to detect the presence a predefined word or
expression in the audio signal. Rather than producing a
transcription of the words of the speech, a keyword spotter
generates a true/false output to indicate whether or not the
predefined word or expression was represented in the audio
signal.

In certain embodiments, the expression detector 112 may
be configured to analyze one or more of the directional audio
signals 108 to produce a score indicating a likelihood that a
trigger expression is represented in the directional audio
signal 108. The expression detector 112 then compares the
score to a threshold to determine whether the trigger expres-
sion will be declared as having been spoken.

In some cases, a keyword spotter may use simplified ASR
(automatic speech recognition) techniques. For example, the
expression detector 112 may use a Hidden Markov Model
(HMM) recognizer that performs acoustic modeling of the
directional audio signals 108 and compares HMM models of
the directional audio signals 108 to one or more reference
HMM models that have been created by training for a
specific trigger expression. An HMM model represents a
word as a series of states. Generally, a portion of an audio
signal is analyzed by comparing its HMM model to an
HMM model of the trigger expression, yielding a feature
score that represents the similarity of the audio signal model
to the trigger expression model. In practice, an HMM
recognizer may produce multiple feature scores, correspond-
ing to different features of the HMM models.

The expression detector 112 may also use a support vector
machine (SVM) classifier that receives the one or more
feature scores produced by the HMM recognizer. The SVM
classifier produces a confidence score indicating the likeli-
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hood that an audio signal contains the trigger expression.
The confidence score is compared to a confidence threshold
to make a final decision regarding whether a particular
portion of an audio signal represents an utterance of the
trigger expression.

In some implementations, the speech activity detector 110
may determine which of the multiple directional audio
signals 108 has the highest speech presence at any given
time, and the expression detector 112 may analyze that
directional audio signal 108 for detection of the trigger
expression. Thus, at any given time, expression detection is
being performed on the single one of the directional audio
signals 108 that has the highest level of speech presence as
evaluated by the speech activity detector 110. In some
situations, as will be described in more detail below, the
speech activity detector 110 may identify the directional
audio signal 108 having the highest level of speech presence
and may also identify the directional audio signal 108
having the second highest level of speech presence. In these
situations, the expression detector 112 may perform expres-
sion detection on both of the identified directional signals,
using different confidence thresholds or different criteria.
For example, a more stringent and less sensitive criteria may
be used for expression detection on the audio signal having
the highest level of speech presence and a less stringent and
more sensitive criteria may be used for expression detection
on the audio signal having the second highest level of speech
presence.

The system 100 also has a sound source detector 114 that
is configured to identify one or more of the beamformer
beam directions in which an electronic source of sound or
other fixed, non-human sound source is located. In certain
embodiments, the sound source detector 114 is configured to
identify the beam direction by determining whether the
directional audio signal 108 corresponding to the beam
direction contains sound having certain characteristics over
time, such as might be produced by a non-human source. For
example, the sound source detector might identify a beam
direction from which continuous speech is received for a
significant period of each day, and might as a result conclude
that the speech is being produced by an electronic source
rather than a human source.

Non-human sound sources may include various types of
audio and/or audio-visual equipment that produce sound
using loudspeakers, such as televisions, radios, and media
players, home entertainment systems, theater systems,
audio/visual equipment, speakerphones, etc. Equipment
such as this typically receives content from content sources
such as terrestrial or cable broadcast networks, Internet or
other network-based services, physical media such as a hard
disks, CD-ROM, flash memory derive, etc., and other
sources. The sound produced by the sound sources may
include representations of human speech.

The sound source detector 114 analyzes each directional
audio signal 108 to determine whether the audio signal has
characteristics of a non-human or electronic source. As one
example, the sound source detector 114 may monitor the
levels of speech presence produced by the speech activity
detector 110 over time to determine whether past levels of
speech presence have exceeded a level threshold for at least
a threshold amount of time during a past time period.
Similarly, the sound source detector 114 may monitor speech
presence levels to determine whether a particular directional
audio signal contains continuous speech for a given length
of time or for multiple time periods throughout a day or over
the course of several days. As a more specific example, the
sound source detector 114 may detect that speech originates
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every day from a particular direction for a time period,
wherein the time period is of at least a threshold length.
Similarly, the sound source detector 114 may detect that
sound or speech is present during multiple time periods that
occur within an encompassing time period of no more than
a predefined length such as a day or a number of days,
wherein each of the multiple time periods is of at least a
threshold length. The threshold length may comprise 30
minutes, as one example.

In addition to determining whether speech occurs in
particular directional audio signal over time, the source
detector 114 may also determine whether the sound repre-
sented by the particular directional audio signal has particu-
lar audio frequency characteristics that may be associated
with electronically generated sound. Electronically gener-
ated sound, for example, may contain a wider range of audio
frequencies than uttered speech. Accordingly, if a directional
audio signal contains speech and has a relatively large
frequency range (i.e., a range of frequencies outside the
typical frequency range of human speech), and the sound is
received consistently or repeatedly over a given time period,
the electronic source of sound detector 114 may conclude
that the sound has been generated by a non-human source at
a fixed location that is located in the beam direction corre-
sponding to the directional audio signal.

Note that in some embodiments, the function of the sound
source detector 114 may be performed by other means, such
as by receiving and recording explicit information from a
user regarding the directions of non-human sound sources.
For example, a user may provide configuration information
regarding locations of non-human sound sources. Similarly,
a user may position themselves near a non-human sound
source and speak a command or statement indicating that the
non-human sound source is in the same direction as the user.
As a further example, the system 100 may in some cases
control the non-human sound source and may have the
ability to turn the sound source on and off and/or to cause the
sound source to play specific sounds that can be uniquely
identified. In cases such as this, the audio device may
command the non-human sound source to produce identifi-
able sound and may detect and record the direction from
which the sound was received.

The expression detector 112 is configured to receive
information from the sound source detector 114 regarding
the directions of detected non-human sound sources and to
exploit this information in order to reject or avoid detections
of trigger expressions produced by the non-human sound
sources. Specifically, the expression detector 112 receives an
indication of which directional audio signals 108 correspond
to the directions of non-human sound sources. When a
directional audio signal 108 corresponds to the direction of
a detected non-human sound source, the expression detector
112 applies a relatively higher or more stringent standard
when performing expression detection, effectively decreas-
ing the sensitivity of the expression detector 112 in the
directions corresponding to non-human sound sources.

As a specific example, the expression detector 112 may
identify a first direction in which a currently occurring level
of speech presence, as indicated by the speech activity
detector 110, is the highest. The expression detector 112 may
also determine that the first direction corresponds to the
direction in which an electronic source of sound is located,
based on information received from the sound source detec-
tor 114. Upon determining that the first direction, which
corresponds to the highest level of speech presence, corre-
sponds to the direction of the electronic source of sound, the
expression detector 112 produces a first score indicating the
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likelihood that the trigger expression is represented in the
directional audio signal corresponding to the first direction
and compares the first score to a first threshold to determine
whether the first score is greater than the first threshold.

The expression detector 112 may also identify a second
direction in which a currently occurring level of speech
presence, again as indicated by the speech activity detector
110, is the second highest. The expression detector 112
produces a second score indicating the likelihood that the
trigger expression is represented in the directional audio
signal corresponding to the second direction and compares
the second score to a second threshold to determine whether
the second score is greater than the second threshold,
wherein the second threshold is less than the first threshold.

Upon determining that (a) the first score is greater than the
first threshold or (b) the second score is greater than the
second threshold, the expression detector concludes that the
trigger expression has been uttered by a user who is present
and in the vicinity of the audio device.

A higher or more stringent standard, to be used for signals
corresponding to directions of non-human sound sources,
may in some cases be represented by a higher confidence
threshold used by the expression detector as described
above. In other cases, a more stringent standard may be
implemented by using a different detection algorithm that is
optimized for the presence of an interfering sound source.
For example a strict or more stringent algorithm might
require the user to say the trigger expression twice within a
short time period. As another example, a strict or more
stringent algorithm may require that the trigger expression
occur after a time period of relative silence.

Upon detecting a representation of the trigger expression
in one of the directional audio signals 108 in accordance
with the criteria discussed above, the expression detector
112 generates a detection signal 116. The detection signal
116 indicates that the trigger expression has been detected
and identifies the directional audio signal 108 in which the
trigger expression has been detected.

A beam selector 118 receives the detection signal and
selects the directional audio signal indicated by the detection
signal. The selected audio signal 108 is provided to a speech
service 120 for understanding of subsequent user speech and
for responding appropriately to such user speech.

The speech service 120 may include an automatic speech
recognition (ASR) component 122 that recognizes speech
represented in the selected directional audio signal 108. In
contrast to the expression detector 112, which may some-
times be capable only of a binary decision regarding whether
or not any given portion of an audio signal represents a
predefined word or other expression, the ASR component
122 uses backward and forward context to create a full
transcript of speech words represented in the selected direc-
tional audio signal 108, not limited to the detection of a
particular word or other expression.

The speech service 120 may also include a natural lan-
guage understanding (NLU) component 124 that determines
a meaning of the speech. The NLU component 124 analyzes
a word stream provided by the ASR component 122 and
produces a representation of a meaning of the word stream.
For example, the NLU component 124 may use a parser and
grammar rules to analyze a sentence and to produce a
representation of a meaning of the sentence in a formally
defined language that conveys concepts in a way that is
easily processed by a computer. The meaning may be
semantically represented as a hierarchical set or frame of
slots and slot values, where each slot corresponds to a
semantically defined concept. NLU may also use statistical
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models and patterns generated from training data to leverage
statistical dependencies between words in typical speech.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example method 200 of determining
whether one of the directional audio signals 108 represents
sound from an electronic source of sound or other non-
human sound source. In the context of FIG. 1, the method
200 may be performed by the sound source detector 114,
with respect to the directional audio signals 108 correspond-
ing to different directions relative to the device or system
100. The method 200 is performed independently with
respect to each of the directional audio signals 108, to
determine whether there is a non-human audio source any
beam direction.

An action 202 comprises receiving one of the directional
audio signals 108. An action 204 comprises periodically
evaluating signal characteristics of the received directional
audio signal. The action 204 may be performed as a back-
ground process at a time interval such as every minute. The
results of the evaluation are recorded each time the action
204 is performed, to create a historical record 206 of the
characteristics of the directional audio signal over time. For
example, the historical record 206 may indicate, for a
particular directional audio signal at each of multiple dis-
crete past times, whether the signal had components of
speech, the level of detected speech presence as provided by
the speech activity detector 110, whether the energy of the
signal exceeded a predetermined threshold, and whether the
audio signal had frequency characteristics typical of or
similar to electronically generated sound. For example, it
may be assumed that naturally spoken human speech will
have a frequency range of 300-4000 Hertz and that sound
produced by an electronic source will have a wider range of
frequencies. The action 204 may therefore comprise deter-
mining and recording whether the directional audio signal
has wider frequency range than that of human speech and or
whether the directional audio signal has frequencies outside
the 300-4000 Hertz range.

Other techniques may be used in the action 204 to
evaluate the directional audio signal. For example, more
complex frequency analyses may be performed to determine
whether the audio signal has characteristics of an electronic
source. Furthermore, various types of data may be indicated
by the historical record 206, in addition to the data elements
described above.

Independently or in conjunction with the action 204, the
speech activity detector 110 may detect speech in the
directional audio signal in an action 208. The action 208 may
in some cases comprise determining that the detected level
of speech presence exceeds a threshold, for example. In
response, an action 210 is performed of determining whether
the directional audio signal has demonstrated characteristics
of electronically generated sound over a given length of
time. For example, the action 210 may comprise examining
the historical record 206 to determine whether certain cri-
teria were satisfied for all or most of a given preceding time
period such as 10 minutes. The criteria, for example, may be
that the directional audio signal has had at least a given
signal strength and has had frequency characteristics typical
of electronically generated sound for at least 80% of the
discrete times for which data is recorded by the historical
record 206 over a preceding time period. If the criteria are
satisfied, the directional audio signal is flagged as corre-
sponding to a beam direction in which an electronic source
of sound or other non-human sound source is located. If the
criteria are not satisfied, the directional audio signal is
indicated as not corresponding to the direction of an elec-
tronic source of sound or other non-human sound source.
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This information—whether or not a directional audio signal
corresponds to a non-human sound source—is used when
performing expression detection, as will described with
reference to FIG. 3.

In some cases the criteria may be more complex. For
example, the criteria may be that the directional audio signal
demonstrate certain characteristics during multiple indi-
vidual time periods that occur within a larger, encompassing
time period. For example, the characteristics might be
detected during multiple individual 30-minute time periods
that occur within an encompassing time period of a day or
several days. In some cases, the criteria may require that
there be at least a threshold number of such individual time
periods that occur during the encompassing time period. In
some cases, the criteria may require that the individual time
periods be distributed somewhat evenly over the course of
the encompassing time period, such as at least one individual
time period occurring during every 24 hour period of the
encompassing time period. Various different criteria may be
devised, based on listening habits of users within a home.

The signal characteristics specified by the criteria may
comprise any combination of the characteristics described
above, including signal strength, speech presence, and fre-
quency characteristics. For the characteristics to be judged
as being present during an individual time period, the sound
source detector may determine that the characteristics are
present for a threshold percentage (80%, for example) of the
discrete times for which data is recorded by the historical
record 206 over the individual time period.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example method 300 of performing
expression detection. In the context of FIG. 1, the method
300 may be performed by the speech activity detector, the
expression detector 112, and/or the sound source detector
114.

An action 302 comprises receiving directional audio
signals 108. In the described embodiment, the directional
audio signals 108 are received by the speech activity detec-
tor 110 from the beamformer 106.

An action 304 comprises detecting speech presence in one
of the directional audio signals. For example, this action
may be performed by the speech activity detector 110. In
certain implementations, the evaluated level of speech pres-
ence may be compared to a threshold, where speech is
determined to have occurred when the speech activity level
exceeds the threshold.

An action 306 comprises determining whether the direc-
tional audio signal in which speech has been detected
corresponds to a beam direction in which a non-human
sound source is located. As an example, the action 306 may
comprise receiving information regarding the beam direc-
tions of non-human sound sources from the sound source
detector 114. In some cases, the action 306 may correspond
to or comprise the action 210 of FIG. 2, performed by the
sound source detector 114, which comprises determining
whether sound having certain characteristics has been
detected in the directional audio signal over a given length
of time.

An action 308, which comprises performing expression
detection by the expression detector 112, is performed after
the action 306 of determining whether the directional audio
signal corresponds to a beam direction in which a non-
human sound source is located. If the directional audio
signal does not correspond to the direction of an electronic
source of sound, the action 308 is performed using a default
detection standard 310. If the directional audio signal does
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correspond to the direction of an electronic source of sound,
the action 308 is performed using strict detection standard
312.

In some embodiments, the default and strict standards
may correspond to different confidence thresholds used by
the expression detector 112. For example, the default stan-
dard may correspond to a first, relatively low confidence
threshold and the strict standard may corresponds to a
second, relatively higher confidence threshold. Accordingly,
a higher level of confidence may be required when perform-
ing expression detection with respect to any directional
audio signal that corresponds in direction to the location of
a non-human sound source.

In other embodiments, the default and strict standards 310
and 312 may represent different expression detection algo-
rithms. For example a first detection algorithm may be used
when detecting a trigger expression in an audio signal that
contains sound from a non-human sound source and a
second, different detection algorithm may be used when
detecting a trigger expression in an audio signal that does not
contain sound from a non-human sound source. The first
algorithm may be designed for the particular situation in
which it is known that the audio signal contains sounds from
non-human sources and may thus produce more reliable
results in that situation. For example, the first algorithm may
ignore single utterances of the trigger expression and instead
respond only to situations in which at least two utterances of
the trigger expression are detected within a relatively short
time period. In some cases, the system or device 100 may be
configured to prompt the user by speech to repeat the trigger
expression. As another example, a strict detection algorithm
may ignore detections of the trigger expression that are not
preceded by a period of relative silence, and may instead
declare the occurrence of the trigger expression only when
it occurs after a period of time during which sound or speech
was not detected. Similarly, a strict detection algorithm may
ignore detections of the trigger expression that occur within
the middle of recognized sentences, rather than at the start
of sentences.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example method 400 that may be
used in the system or device 100 to detect a valid trigger
expression that has been spoken by a person who is in the
environment of the system or device 100. The actions of the
method 400 may be performed by the speech activity
detector 110 and/or the expression detector 112.

An action 402 comprises receiving directional audio
signals representing sound from an environment, wherein
each audio signal corresponds to one of multiple beam
directions and each audio signal emphasizes sound from the
corresponding beam direction.

An action 404 comprises analyzing the directional audio
signals to identify a first of the directional audio signals
having the highest level of speech presence among the
multiple directional audio signals, as evaluated by the
speech activity detector 110. For purposes of discussion, this
signal will be referred to as the strongest signal.

An action 406 comprises determining whether the stron-
gest signal corresponds to a beam direction in which an
electronic or non-human sound source has been determined
to be located, with reference to the information provided by
the source detector 114 and the method 200 of FIG. 2. If the
strongest signal does not correspond to a beam direction of
a non-human sound source, an action 408 is performed of
performing default expression detection on the strongest
signal to detect utterances of the trigger expression. Default
expression detection uses a default detection standard such
as discussed with reference to the element 310 of FIG. 3.
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If the strongest signal does correspond to a beam direction
of a non-human sound source, an action 410 is performed,
comprising performing strict expression detection on the
strongest signal to detect utterances of the trigger expression
represented by the strongest signal. Strict expression detec-
tion uses a more stringent detection standard such as dis-
cussed with reference to the element 312 of FIG. 3. In
addition, an action 412 is performed of analyzing the direc-
tional audio signals to identify a second of the directional
audio signals representing the second highest level of speech
presence among the multiple directional audio signals, as
evaluated by the speech activity detector 110. For purposes
of discussion, this signal will be referred to as the second
strongest signal. An action 414 is then performed, compris-
ing performing default expression detection on the second
strongest signal to detect utterances of the trigger expression
represented by the second strongest signal.

The strict expression detection of the action 410 may
comprise analyzing the strongest directional audio signal to
produce a confidence score indicating a likelihood that a
trigger expression is represented in the strongest audio
signal and comparing the score to a first threshold to detect
that the trigger expression has been spoken. The default
expression detection of the action 408 may comprise ana-
lyzing the strongest directional audio signal to produce a
confidence score indicating a likelihood that a trigger
expression is represented in the strongest audio signal and
comparing the score to a second threshold to detect that the
trigger expression has been spoken, wherein the first thresh-
old is greater than the second threshold. The default expres-
sion detection of the action 414 may comprise analyzing the
second strongest directional audio signal to produce a score
indicating a likelihood that a trigger expression is repre-
sented in the second strongest audio signal and comparing
the score to the second threshold to detect that the trigger
expression has been spoken.

Alternatively, the strict expression detection of the action
410 may comprise any one or more of the stringent or strict
detection algorithms described above, while the default
expression detection may comprise a less strict or default
detection algorithm.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example method 500 that may be
performed in some embodiments to subtract interfering
audio from either or both of the strongest directional audio
signal and the second strongest directional audio signal
when the interfering audio comprises identifiable audio
content produced by the non-human sound source.

An action 502 comprises identifying the content being
played or produced by the non-human sound source. For
example, the audio system or device 100 may have access to
one or more repositories or sources of audio content that are
playing on a media player. The sources may comprise online
repositories, online streaming services, over-the-air (OTA)
broadcasts, user libraries, etc. In certain embodiments, the
sources may be relatively comprehensive, and may include
a substantial portion of all content items that are available to
large numbers of users.

The system or device may use one or more of several
different techniques to identify the audio content that is
currently being played by the non-human sound source.
Upon identifying the interfering audio content, the system or
device obtains the same content from an available source
and uses the obtained content as a reference signal in an
interference cancellation process 504 that suppresses or
removes the content from the directional audio signal. For
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example, an estimated presence of the content in the direc-
tional audio signal may be cancelled or subtracted from the
directional audio signal.

In certain situations, the audio content being played by a
non-human source such as a media player can be identified
by communicating with and querying the media player or an
associated online service. In some cases, for example, an
online media service providing streaming audio to the media
player can be queried to identify the audio content.

In other situations, system or device may analyze the
directional audio signal to create a signature or fingerprint of
a portion of currently playing audio content. The created
signature or fingerprint may then be compared to signatures
or fingerprints of known and available reference content
items to identify which of the reference content items is
currently playing. Reference content items can be obtained
or accessed from multiple content services, repositories, and
sources, including broadcast sources such as Internet
streaming services and over-the-air or cable broadcast net-
works. Sources may also include personal media libraries of
users, online or network-based public sources such as media
sharing services, social media sites or streams, for-purchase
media services, on-demand media services, subscription
media services, etc.

The action 504 of subtracting the content from the direc-
tional audio signal may be implemented by an finite impulse
response (FIR) filter that effectively determines a temporal
alignment of the reference content with the directional audio
signal and to provide a time-aligned estimate of the presence
of the content in the directional audio signal for subtraction
from the directional audio signal.

FIG. 6 shows an illustrative voice interaction computing
architecture 600 set in an environment 602, such as a home
environment, that includes a user 604. The architecture 600
includes an electronic, voice-controlled audio device 606
with which the user 604 may interact and which may
implement the techniques described above. The environ-
ment 602 includes a television 608 as an example of an
electronic, non-human sound source. The sound source in
this example is located in a different radial direction than the
user 604 relative to the voice-controlled audio device 606,
although as the user 604 moves he or she may at times be
positioned in the same radial direction as the television 608.
The television 608 has a loudspeaker 610 that produces
electronically generated sound that may include speech.

The audio device 606 has a microphone array 612 and one
or more audio loudspeakers 614 to facilitate audio interac-
tions with the user 604 and/or other users. The microphone
array 612 produces microphone audio signals representing
audio from the environment 602 such as sounds uttered by
the user 604. The microphone audio signals produced by the
microphone array 612 may comprise directional audio sig-
nals or may be used to produce directional audio signals,
where each of the directional audio signals emphasizes
audio from a different radial direction relative to the micro-
phone array 612.

The audio device 606 includes control logic, which may
comprise a processor 616 and memory 618. The processor
616 may include multiple processors and/or a processor
having multiple cores. The memory 618 may contain appli-
cations and programs in the form of instructions that are
executed by the processor 616 to perform acts or actions that
implement desired functionality of the audio device 606,
including the functionality specifically described herein. The
memory 618 may be a type of computer storage media and
may include volatile and nonvolatile memory. Thus, the
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memory 618 may include, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory, or other memory technology.

The audio device 606 may have an operating system 620
that is configured to manage hardware and services within
and coupled to the audio device 606. In addition, the audio
device 606 may include audio processing components 622
and speech processing components 624.

The audio processing components 622 may include func-
tionality for processing microphone audio signals generated
by the microphone array 612 and/or output audio signals
provided to the loudspeaker 614. As an example, the audio
processing components 622 may include an acoustic echo
cancellation or suppression component 626 for reducing
acoustic echo generated by acoustic coupling between the
microphone array 612 and the loudspeaker 614. The audio
processing components 622 may also include a noise reduc-
tion component 628 for reducing noise in received audio
signals, such as elements of microphone audio signals other
than user speech.

The audio processing components 622 may include one or
more audio beamformers or beamforming components 630
that are configured to generate directional audio signals that
are focused in different directions. More specifically, the
beamforming components 630 may be responsive to spa-
tially separated microphone elements of the microphone
array 612 to produce audio signals that emphasize sounds
originating from different areas of the environment 602 or
from different directions relative to the audio device 606.

The speech processing components 624 receive one or
more directional audio signals that have been processed by
the audio processing components 622 and perform various
types of processing in order to understand the intent
expressed by human speech. The speech processing com-
ponents 624 may include an automatic speech recognition
(ASR) component 632 that recognizes human speech in the
received audio signal. The speech processing components
624 may also include a natural language understanding
(NLU) component 634 that is configured to determine user
intent based on recognized speech of the user 604.

The speech processing components 624 may also include
a text-to-speech or speech generation component 636 that
converts text to audio for generation at the loudspeaker 614.

The audio device 606 may include a speech or voice
activity detector (VAD) 638 that functions as described
above to detect which of the directional audio signals have
the strongest and second strongest presence of speech or
human voice. The audio device 606 may include a sound
source detector 640 that functions as described above to
determine the directions of non-human sound sources rela-
tive to the device 606. The audio device 606 may also
include an expression detector 642 as described above to
detect user utterances of a trigger expression.

In certain embodiments, the primary mode of user inter-
action with the audio device 606 may be through speech. For
example, the audio device 606 may receive spoken com-
mands from the user 604 and provide services in response to
the commands. The user 604 may speak a predefined trigger
expression (e.g., “Awake”), which may be followed by
instructions or directives (e.g., “I’d like to go to a movie.
Please tell me what’s playing at the local cinema.”). Pro-
vided services may include performing actions or activities,
rendering media, obtaining and/or providing information,
providing information via generated or synthesized speech
via the audio device 606, initiating Internet-based services
on behalf of the user 604, and so forth.

In some instances, the audio device 606 may operate in
conjunction with or may otherwise utilize computing
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resources 644 that are remote from the environment 602. For
instance, the audio device 606 may couple to the remote
computing resources 644 over a network 646. As illustrated,
the remote computing resources 644 may be implemented as
one or more servers or server devices 648. The remote
computing resources 644 may in some instances be part of
a network-accessible computing platform that is maintained
and accessible via a network 646 such as the Internet.
Common expressions associated with these remote comput-
ing resources 644 may include “on-demand computing”,
“software as a service (SaaS)”, “platform computing”, “net-
work-accessible platform”, “cloud services”, “data centers”,
and so forth.

Each of the servers 648 may include processor(s) 650 and
memory 652. The servers 648 may perform various func-
tions in support of the audio device 606, and may also
provide additional services in conjunction with the audio
device 606. Furthermore, one or more of the functions
described herein as being performed by the audio device 606
may be performed instead by the servers 648, either in whole
or in part. As an example, the servers 648 may in some cases
provide the functionality attributed above to the speech
processing components 624.

The audio device 606 may communicatively couple to the
network 646 via wired technologies (e.g., wires, universal
serial bus (USB), fiber optic cable, etc.), wireless technolo-
gies (e.g., radio frequencies (RF), cellular, mobile telephone
networks, satellite, Bluetooth, etc.), or other connection
technologies. The network 646 is representative of any type
of communication network, including data and/or voice
network, and may be implemented using wired infrastruc-
ture (e.g., coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, etc.), a wireless
infrastructure (e.g., RF, cellular, microwave, satellite, Blu-
etooth®, etc.), and/or other connection technologies.

Although the audio device 606 is described herein as a
voice-controlled or speech-based interface device, the tech-
niques described herein may be implemented in conjunction
with various different types of devices, such as telecommu-
nications devices and components, hands-free devices,
entertainment devices, media playback devices, and so forth.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to certain features, it is to be understood that
the subject matter defined in the appended claims is not
necessarily limited to the specific features described. Rather,
the specific features are disclosed as illustrative forms of
implementing the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a microphone array configured to produce microphone

audio signals;

an audio beamformer configured to process the micro-
phone audio signals to produce directional audio sig-
nals, wherein a first directional audio signal of the
directional audio signals corresponds to a first direction
with respect to the microphone array and wherein a
second directional audio signal of the directional audio
signals corresponds to a second direction with respect
to the microphone array, wherein the first directional
audio signal and the second directional audio signal
emphasize sound from the first direction and the second
direction, respectively;

a speech activity detector configured to analyze one or
more frequency characteristics of the first directional
audio signal and the second directional audio signal to
determine a first level of speech presence and a second
level of speech presence occurring in the first direction
and the second direction, respectively, over time;
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a source detector configured to analyze the first level of
speech presence and the second level of speech pres-
ence occurring over a past time period to determine that
an electronic source of sound is located in the first
direction or the second direction; and
an expression detector configured to perform actions
comprising:
identifying the first direction where a first occurring
level of speech presence is a highest level of speech
presence;

determining that the first direction corresponds to a
direction in which the electronic source of sound is
located;

identifying the second direction where a second occur-
ring level of speech presence is a second highest
level of speech presence;

analyzing the first directional audio signal correspond-
ing to the first direction to produce a first score
indicating a first likelihood that a trigger expression
is represented in the first directional audio signal;

analyzing the second directional audio signal corre-
sponding to the second direction to produce a second
score indicating a second likelihood that the trigger
expression is represented in the second directional
audio signal;

comparing the first score to a first threshold,;

comparing the second score to a second threshold,
wherein the second threshold is less than the first
threshold;

determining that (i) the first score is greater than the
first threshold or (ii) the second score is greater than
the second threshold;

concluding that the trigger expression has been uttered,
and

performing speech recognition on subsequent speech,
based at least in part on the trigger expression.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the source detector is
further configured to determine that the electronic source of
sound is located in the first direction by performing actions
comprising:

determining a first range of frequencies of the first direc-
tional audio signal corresponding to the first direction;
and

determining that the first range of frequencies is at least
partially outside a second range of frequencies, wherein
the second range of frequencies corresponds to fre-
quencies of human speech.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the source detector is
further configured to determine that the electronic source of
sound is located in the first direction by determining that the
first level of speech presence corresponding to the first
direction has exceeded a level threshold for at least a
threshold amount of time during the past time period.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the speech activity
detector is configured to perform actions comprising:

determining one or more features of the first directional
audio signal; and

comparing the one or more features to one or more
reference signals that are known to contain human
speech.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein analyzing the first

directional audio signal to produce the first score comprises:
creating an acoustic model of an utterance represented by
the first directional audio signal; and

comparing the acoustic model to one or more reference
acoustic models that correspond to the trigger expres-
sion.
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6. A processor-implemented method, comprising:

receiving, from one or more microphones, a plurality of

audio signals, wherein the plurality of audio signals are
processed by an audio beamformer to produce direc-
tional audio signals, wherein a first audio signal of the
directional audio signals corresponds to a first direction
with respect to the one or more microphones and
wherein a second audio signal of the directional audio
signals corresponds to a second direction with respect
to the one or more microphones, wherein the first audio
signal and the second audio signal emphasize sound
from the first direction and the second direction,
respectively;

identifying the first direction as an identified direction in

which a non-human sound source is located;
analyzing the first audio signal to identify a representation
of speech;

determining that the first audio signal corresponds to the

identified direction in which the non-human sound
source is located;

selecting a first standard to analyze the first audio signal

based at least in part on the first audio signal corre-
sponding to the identified direction of the non-human
sound source;

analyzing the first audio signal using the first standard to

detect an utterance of a trigger expression;

analyzing the second audio signal using a second standard

to detect the utterance of the trigger expression,
wherein the first standard includes (i) a first threshold
that is greater than a second threshold associated with
the second standard or (ii) a first detection algorithm
that is different than a second detection algorithm
associated with the second standard; and

receiving, from the one or more microphones, a third

audio signal including subsequent speech for perform-
ing subsequent speech recognition, based at least in
part on the utterance of the trigger expression.

7. The processor-implemented method of claim 6, further
comprising:

producing a first score indicating a first likelihood that the

trigger expression is represented by the first audio
signal;

comparing the first score to the first threshold;

producing a second score indicating a second likelihood

that the trigger expression is represented by the second
audio signal; and

comparing the second score to the second threshold.

8. The processor-implemented method of claim 7,
wherein producing the first score comprises:

creating an acoustic model of the utterance represented by

the first audio signal; and

comparing the acoustic model to one or more reference

acoustic models that correspond to the trigger expres-
sion.

9. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein:

analyzing the first audio signal using the first standard

comprises performing expression detection in accor-
dance with the first detection algorithm; and
analyzing the second audio signal using the second stan-
dard comprises performing expression detection in
accordance with the second detection algorithm.

10. The processor-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the first detection algorithm comprises analyzing
the first audio signal to detect at least two utterances of the
trigger expression within a particular time period to deter-
mine a valid utterance of the trigger expression.
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11. The processor-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the first detection algorithm comprises analyzing
the first audio signal to detect the utterance of the trigger
expression after a time period during which speech is not
detected.

12. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein identifying the first direction as the identified direc-
tion further comprises determining that the first audio signal
represents speech during at least a threshold amount of time
during a past time period.

13. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein identifying the first direction as the identified direc-
tion further comprises determining that the first audio signal
has audio frequencies outside of a range of spoken speech
frequencies.

14. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein identifying the first direction as the identified direc-
tion further comprises receiving an indication from a user
that the non-human sound source is located in the first
direction.

15. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein identifying the first direction as the identified direc-
tion further comprises receiving an indication from a user
that the non-human sound source is located in a direction
corresponding to the position of the user.

16. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein analyzing the first audio signal to identify the
representation of speech comprises:

determining one or more features of the first audio signal;

and

comparing the one or more features to one or more

reference signals that are known to contain human
speech.

17. A processor-implemented method, comprising:

receiving, from one or more microphones, a plurality of

audio signals, wherein the plurality of audio signals are
processed by an audio beamformer to produce direc-
tional audio signals, wherein a first audio signal of the
directional audio signals corresponds to a first area of
an environment with respect to the one or more micro-
phones and wherein a second audio signal of the
directional audio signals corresponds to a second area
of the environment with respect to the one or more
microphones, wherein the first audio signal and the
second audio signal emphasize sound from the first area
of the environment and the second area of the envi-
ronment, respectively;

determining that the first audio signal represents sound

generated by a non-human sound source;

selecting a first standard to analyze the first audio signal

based at least in part on the first audio signal repre-
senting the sound generated by the non-human sound
source;

analyzing the first audio signal using the first standard to

detect an utterance of a trigger expression;

analyzing the second audio signal using a second standard

to detect the utterance of the trigger expression,
wherein the first standard includes (i) a first threshold
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that is greater than a second threshold associated with
the second standard or (ii) a first detection algorithm
that is different than a second detection algorithm
associated with the second standard; and

receiving, from the one or more microphones, subsequent

speech for performing subsequent speech recognition,
based at least in part on the utterance of the trigger
expression.

18. The processor-implemented method of claim 17,
further comprising:

producing a first score indicating a first likelihood that the

trigger expression is represented by the first audio
signal;

comparing the first score to the first threshold;

producing a second score indicating a second likelihood

that the trigger expression is represented by the second
audio signal; and

comparing the second score to the second threshold.

19. The processor-implemented method of claim 17,
further comprising:

determining that the trigger expression is represented in

the first audio signal using the first detection algorithm;
and

determining that the trigger expression is represented in

the second audio signal using the second detection
algorithm,

wherein the second detection algorithm is a default detec-

tion algorithm.

20. The processor-implemented method of claim 17,
wherein determining that the first audio signal represents
sound generated by the non-human sound source comprises
determining that the first audio signal represents speech
during at least a threshold amount of time during a past time
period.

21. The processor-implemented method of claim 17,
wherein determining that the first audio signal represents
sound generated by the non-human source comprises deter-
mining that the first audio signal has audio frequencies
outside of a range of human speech frequencies.

22. The processor-implemented method of claim 17,
further comprising:

accessing a database including a plurality of audio con-

tent;

identifying audio content of the plurality of audio content

corresponding to the sound produced by the non-
human sound source; and

canceling the audio content from the first audio signal.

23. The processor-implemented method of claim 6,
wherein identifying the first direction as the identified direc-
tion further comprises:

transmitting an instruction to an electronic device

instructing the electronic device to produce an identi-
fiable sound; and

detecting the identifiable sound from the first direction.

* * * * *
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