
 

 

EXHIBIT D 

 

 
 This claim chart is meant to be illustrative for 

purposes of meeting Plaintiff's pleading obligations 

and should not be construed as binding or limiting. 
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U.S. Patent No. 9,246,857
• “Method and System for 

Correlating Conversations in a 
Messaging Environment”

• Filed Dec. 13, 2014; provisional 
priority claimed back to Oct. 8, 
2014
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Infringed Claims
• This chart includes infringement 

evidence for independent claims 1 
(method) and 15 (system)

• In addition to those claims, 
preliminary analysis reveals that at 
least dependent claims 2, 5-7, 14,  
and 16 are infringed
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• Apple products such as 
its iPhone, iPad, iPod 
touch, watch, and Mac 
computers use the 
Messages app

• The Messages app allows 
replies to specific 
messages as shown in 
the introductory excerpt 
on the right

• That reply functionality 
forms the basis for the 
infringement allegations 
in the chart

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211303

Apple’s Infringing Technology – Message RepliesCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 4 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

Apple makes uses, imports, sells, and/or offers for sale devices that feature the Messages app with 
iMessage functionality. Those devices include iPhones, iPads, iPod Touches, Apple Watches, and Mac 
computers. (the “Accused Devices”). The excerpts below from Apple’s support website introduces the 
Messages app used on the iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch, and Apple Watch which includes iMessage 
functionality.

’857 Patent at 1[pre] – Apple Claim Chart

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201287

https://support.apple.com/guide/watch/send-messages-apd92a90f882/watchos
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

The excerpt below from Apple’s support website shows the Messages app used on Mac computers 
and shows that each of the Mac, iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch products use iMessage functionality.

’857 Patent at 1[pre] – Apple Claim Chart

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT202549
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes a computer based method for correlating 
conversations in a messaging environment comprising the claimed elements as shown in the 
following slides. An example of correlated conversations in a messaging environment is shown below. 
The messaging environment comprises, for example, the overall Messages app. The conversations are 
correlated based on correlated replies as seen in the example below.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

The Messages app correlates conversations in at least three ways. In the first way, a message is 
correlated with its replies by indicating the number of replies directly below the message. If a user 
then clicks on the number of replies, (e.g., “1 Reply”) below, then the message is shown together 
with its reply, while the rest of the messaging environment is blurred in the background.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

In the second way of correlating conversations, the original message is reproduced in a different 
format with the reply inline below it and with a curved line indicating the message to which the reply 
is responding.

’857 Patent at 1[pre] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 9 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[pre] A computer based 
method for correlating 
conversations in a 
messaging environment, 
the method comprising:

In the third way of correlating conversations, replies to a message such as a “thumbs up” are 
correlated by placing the reply adjacent to the message in a bubble from to the message. These kind 
of replies are referred to as a “Tapback” in this chart.

’857 Patent at 1[pre] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 10 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[a] providing a 
discussion interface at a 
first interface device, 
wherein the discussion 
interface displays a first 
message and a second 
message;

The Messages app provides a discussion interface (e.g., the area displaying the messages) at a first 
interface device (e.g., the phone, iPod, tablet, or Mac) running the Messages app. The discussion 
interface displays any number of messages, including a first message and a second message. 

’857 Patent at 1[a] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 11 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[b] providing a message 
entry location for 
inputting new messages, 
the message entry 
location associated with 
the discussion interface,

The Messages app provides a message entry location (e.g., the input box shown below). That 
message entry location is associated with the discussion interface by appearing adjacent to the 
bottom of the discussion interface.

’857 Patent at 1[b] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 12 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[c] receiving, at the first 
interface device, a first 
indication that the first 
message is part of an 
active conversation;

The Messages app receives, at the first interface device (e.g., the phone, iPod, tablet, or Mac), a first 
indication (e.g., an input caused by a tap or hold on the first message, which can be followed by a tap 
on “Reply”) that the first message is part of an active conversation. For example, the Messages app 
receives, at the phone, an indication that the first message is part of an active conversation when the 
first message (“What time are you going to arrive?”) is pressed, and that indication causes the 
following change in the display.

’857 Patent at 1[c] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 13 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[d] changing a visual 
element of the message 
entry location upon 
receipt of the first 
indication to match a 
first visual cue shared by 
messages associated 
with the active 
conversation;

The Messages app changes a visual element of the message entry location upon receipt of the first indication to 
match a first visual cue shared  by messages associated with the active conversation in at least two ways. The first 
example relates to responding via the Tapback options such as the heart, thumbs up, or question mark. In this 
example, a visual element of the message entry location is changed to match a first visual cue shared by messages 
associated with the active conversation upon receipt of a first indication (e.g., when the first message is pressed).  
Specifically, the message entry location is moved in close proximity to and changed to a bubble of possible reply 
options above the first message. 

’857 Patent at 1[d] – Apple Claim Chart

Note that this infringement read aligns with the 
disclosure in the specification. See, e.g., ’904 patent 
at 2:49-53 (“The visual cue may be a proximity from 
message to message, such that a new message is 
displayed at a location within the discussion interface 
in closer proximity to the first message relative to the 
proximity of the second message to the first 
message.”); 11:28-32 (“In some embodiments, the 
message entry location may be modified so that text 
entered appears in the same format and with the 
same visual cues as will appear when the text is 
transmitted, while in others, a tint is applied so that 
the currently active conversation is clear.”).
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[d] changing a visual 
element of the message 
entry location upon 
receipt of the first 
indication to match a 
first visual cue shared by 
messages associated 
with the active 
conversation;

The second example that meets this limitation relates to responding via the “Reply” option. Once the 
indication is received via a “Reply” input, at least two visual elements of the message entry location 
are changed to match a first visual cue shared by the first message. First, the input box for the 
message entry location now appears in close proximity to the first message. Second, the message 
entry location includes the text “Reply” instead of “iMessage.” 

’857 Patent at 1[d] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 15 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[e] receiving a first new 
message at the message 
entry location; and

The Messages app receives a first new message at the message entry location. In the two examples 
above, the Messages app receives the “?” Tapback or the text reply “I’m not sure.”

’857 Patent at 1[e] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 16 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[f] displaying the first 
new message within the 
discussion interface at 
the first interface device,

The Messages app displays the first new message within the discussion interface at the first interface 
device. In the Tapback example shown below, the “?” is displayed within the discussion interface 
(e.g., the area where the messages are displayed) of the first interface device (e.g., the iPhone).

’857 Patent at 1[f] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 17 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[f] displaying the first 
new message within the 
discussion interface at 
the first interface device,

In the Reply example shown below, the new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed in two ways 
withing the discussion interface. In the first way, the text “1 Reply” is displayed below the first 
message and the first new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed within the discussion interface after 
“1 Reply” is clicked.

’857 Patent at 1[f] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 18 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[f] displaying the first 
new message within the 
discussion interface at 
the first interface device,

In the second way the new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed within the discussion interface, the 
first message (“What time are you going to arrive?”) is repeated and the first new message (“I don’t 
know.”) is displayed directly below the repeated first message.

’857 Patent at 1[f] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 19 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[f] displaying the first 
new message with the 
first visual cue applied 
within the discussion 
interface at the first 
interface device,

In the second way the new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed, the first message (“What time are 
you going to arrive?”) is repeated and the first new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed directly 
below the repeated first message. Thus again, the visual cue of proximity is applied.

’857 Patent at 1[f] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 20 of 58



CText IP LLC         20

REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

1[g] wherein the 
displaying of the first 
new message 
incorporates the first 
visual cue shared by 
messages associated 
with the active 
conversation.

In each of the examples above, the displaying of the first new message incorporates the first visual 
cue shared by messages associated with the active conversation. In the examples in which the visual 
cue is proximity, the first message that is part of the active conversation and the first new message 
each share proximity to each other. In the example in which “Reply” is the visual cue, the “Reply” 
visual cue is shared by the first message and the first new message. When “1 Reply” is pressed, both 
messages are brought to the foreground, while the other messages are blurred, thereby sharing 
proximity and other visual cues. 

’857 Patent at 1[g] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 21 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

2. The computer based 
method of claim 1 
wherein the first 
indication is generated 
by a tapping input at a 
touch sensitive display of 
the first interface device.

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes the method of claim 1 as shown above. 

Moreover, in the Messages app with iMessage functionality, the first indication is generated by a 
tapping input at a touch sensitive display of the first interface device. For example, the iPhone, iPad, 
Apple Watch, and iPod touch Accused Devices include touch sensitive displays. The first indication is 
generated by a tapping input at a touch sensitive display. See 1[c] above. 

’857 Patent at Claim 2 – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 22 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

5. The computer based 
method of claim 1, 
wherein the first 
message is part of a first 
conversation and the 
second message is part 
of a second 
conversation, the 
method further 
comprising:

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes the method of claim 1 as shown above. 

Moreover, in the Messages app with iMessage functionality, the first message can be part of a first 
conversation and the second message can be part of a second conversation. As shown below, any of 
the three messages can be part of a first conversation or part of a second conversation.

’857 Patent at Claim 5[pre] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 23 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

defining, upon receiving 
the first indication, the 
first conversation as the 
active conversation, and

defining the first new 
message as part of the 
first conversation,

The Messages app with iMessage functionality defines, upon receiving the first indication, the first 
conversation as the active conversation and defines the first new message as part of the first 
conversation. For example, upon receiving the first indication (e.g., an input caused by a tap or hold 
on the first message, which can be followed by a tap on “Reply”), the first conversation (e.g., the 
conversation with message “What time are you going to arrive?”) is defined as the active 
conversation. And the first new message is defined as part of that conversation as shown, e.g., in the 
Tapback or Reply options below.

’857 Patent at Claim 5[a-b] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 24 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

wherein the first visual 
cue is incorporated into 
any previously displayed 
messages that are part of 
the first conversation.

The first visual cue is incorporated into any previously displayed messages that are part of the first 
conversation. This can be, for example, the proximity of the Tapback bubble, the word “Reply,” or the 
proximity of the text of the reply message, e.g., (“I don’t know.”), as shown below, which are 
incorporated into the previously displayed message, e.g., (“What time are you arriving?”). 

’857 Patent at Claim 5[c] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 25 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

6. The computer based 
method of claim 5 
further comprising:

receiving, at the first 
interface device, after 
displaying the first new 
message, a second 
indication that the 
second message is part 
of an active 
conversation;

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes the method of claim 5 as shown above. The 
Messages app with iMessage functionality, receives, at the first interface device, after displaying the 
first new message, a second indication that the second message is part of an active conversation. This 
indication occurs in the same way as the first indication, e.g., by a tap or hold on the touch screen. In 
the example below, the first conversation includes the question “What time are you arriving?” and 
the response (e.g., “I don’t know” or a question mark Tapback) which correlates to the first new 
message. After that message is displayed, the Messages app can receive second indication that the 
second message (e.g., “Are you bringing the dog?” or “See you there”) is part of an active 
conversation. 

’857 Patent at Claim 6[pre-a] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 26 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

defining, upon receiving 
the second indication, 
the active conversation 
as the second 
conversation exclusively;

receiving a second new 
message at the message 
entry location; and

The Messages app defines, upon receiving the second indication, the active conversation as the 
second conversation exclusively, e.g., the conversation associated with the statements (e.g., “Are you 
bringing the dog?” or “See you there”). 

The Messages app receives a second new message at the message entry location in the same way as it 
received the first new message as described at 1[e], (e.g., receiving a Tapback or entered text). These 
second new messages can be the “Yes” reply or the thumbs-up Tapback shown below. 

’857 Patent at Claim 6[b-c] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 27 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

displaying the second 
new message in the 
discussion interface at 
the first interface device;

wherein the displaying 
of the second new 
message incorporates a 
second visual cue shared 
by messages associated 
with the second 
conversation.

The Messages app displays the second new message in the discussion interface at the first interface 
device (e.g., the “Yes” reply or the thumbs-up Tapback shown below). The displaying of the second 
new message incorporates a second visual cue shared by messages associated with the second 
conversation. For example, the thumbs-up Tapback shown below uses the proximity of the Tapback 
as the incorporated second visual cue shared by messages associated with the second conversation. 
Or the “Yes” reply uses the proximity, the linking line, or the text “reply” as the incorporated second 
visual cue shared by messages associated with the second conversation. 

’857 Patent at Claim 6[d-e] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 28 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

7. The computer based 
method of claim 6 
wherein the first and 
second new messages 
are displayed in the 
discussion interface in 
the chronological order 
in which they were 
received.

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes the method of claim 6 as shown above. As 
shown below, the first and second new messages are displayed in the discussion interface in the 
chronological order in which they were received.

’857 Patent at Claim 7[pre] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 29 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

14. The computer based 
method of claim 1 
wherein the first visual 
cue is in the form of 
proximity such that the 
first new message is 
displayed at a location 
within the discussion 
interface in closer 
proximity to the first 
message relative to 
proximity of the second 
message to the first 
message.

The Messages app with iMessage functionality includes the method of claim 1 as shown above. As 
shown below, the first visual cue is in the form of proximity such that the first new message is 
displayed at a location within the discussion interface in closer proximity to the first message relative 
to proximity of the second message to the first message. As another example, a Tapback on the 
message “What time are you arriving?” is displayed at a location within the discussion interface in 
closer proximity to the first message relative to proximity of the second message to the first message.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[pre] A system for 
correlating 
conversations, the 
system comprising an 
interface device in 
communication with a 
computerized network, 
the interface device 
comprising:

Apple makes uses, imports, sells, and/or offers for sale systems for correlating conversations. Those 
systems include iPhones, iPads, iPod Touches, Apple watches, and Mac computers. (the “Accused 
Devices”).

The Accused Devices comprise an interface device, e.g., a device that allows users to create and 
transmit messages, using for example the Messages App and its iMessage functionality.  The Accused 
Devices are in communication with a communication network, e.g., any of the network(s) along the 
transmission/reception path used by the Accused Devices to transmit and receive messages.

’857 Patent at 15[pre] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/iphone/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[pre] A system for 
correlating 
conversations, the 
system comprising an 
interface device in 
communication with a 
computerized network, 
the interface device 
comprising:

The excerpt below from Apple’s support website introduces the Messages app used on the iPhone, 
iPad, Apple Watch, and iPod Touch, which includes iMessage functionality.

’857 Patent at 15[pre] – Apple Claim Chart

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201287

https://support.apple.com/guide/watch/send-messages-apd92a90f882/watchos
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[pre] A system for 
correlating 
conversations, the 
system comprising an 
interface device in 
communication with a 
computerized network, 
the interface device 
comprising:

The excerpt below from Apple’s support website shows the Messages app used on Mac computers 
and shows that each of the Mac, iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch products use iMessage functionality.

’857 Patent at 15[pre] – Apple Claim Chart

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT202549
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[a] a processor for 
implementing a software 
application on the 
interface device;

The Accused Devices each include a processor for implementing a software application (e.g., the 
Messages application) on the interface device. 

The example below shows the A15 processor on the iPhone 13 Pro.

The example below shoes the M2 and M1 processors in the MacBook Pro.

’857 Patent at 15[a] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/iphone-13-pro/specs/

https://www.apple.com/macbook-pro/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[a] a processor for 
implementing a software 
application on the 
interface device;

The example below shows the M1, A13, and A15 processors in the iPad Pro, iPad Air, iPad, and iPad 
mini.

’857 Patent at 15[a] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/ipad/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[b] a memory for 
storing the software 
application and for 
storing a plurality of 
messages in accordance 
with the software 
application;

’857 Patent at 15[b] – Apple Claim Chart

The Accused Devices include a memory for storing the software application and for storing a plurality 
of messages in accordance with the software application. This memory can either be volatile memory 
such as the Accused Devices’ RAM or their non-volatile storage.

The example below shows the RAM on the iPhone 13 Pro, 13, 12 Pro, and 12.

The example below shows the non-volatile storage on the iPhone 13 Pro.

https://www.macrumors.com/roundup/iphone-13-pro/

https://www.apple.com/iphone-13-pro/specs/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[b] a memory for 
storing the software 
application and for 
storing a plurality of 
messages in accordance 
with the software 
application;

’857 Patent at 15[b] – Apple Claim Chart

The example below shows the RAM and non-volatile storage on the current MacBook Pro models.

https://www.apple.com/macbook-pro/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[b] a memory for 
storing the software 
application and for 
storing a plurality of 
messages in accordance 
with the software 
application;

’857 Patent at 15[b] – Apple Claim Chart

The example below shows the RAM and non-volatile storage on the current iPad Pro models.

https://www.apple.com/ipad-pro/specs/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[b] a memory for 
storing the software 
application and for 
storing a plurality of 
messages in accordance 
with the software 
application;

The Accused Devices each include a memory for storing the software application, such that it can 
execute, and for storing a plurality of messages in accordance with the software application. 

As shown in the example excerpt below, the memory in the Accused Devices stores the messages sent 
and received in the Messages app.

’857 Patent at 15[b] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/legal/privacy/data/en/messages/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[c] a transmission unit 
for transmitting 
messages to the 
computerized network; 
and

The Accused Devices include a transmission unit for transmitting messages to the computerized 
network.  The transmission unit includes, for example, the cellular and Wi-Fi antennas and their 
associated transmission components.

The example below shows the cellular and Wi-Fi capabilities of the iPhone 13 Pro.

’857 Patent at 15[c] – Apple Claim Chart

https://support.apple.com/kb
/SP852?locale=en_US
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[c] a transmission unit 
for transmitting 
messages to the 
computerized network; 
and

The example below shows the Wi-Fi capabilities of the MacBook Pro 13”.

’857 Patent at 15[c] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/macbook-pro-13/specs/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[c] a transmission unit 
for transmitting 
messages to the 
computerized network; 
and

The example below shows the cellular and Wi-Fi capabilities of the various iPad models.

’857 Patent at 15[c] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[d] a display, The Accused Devices include a display.

The example below shows the display of the iPhone 13 Pro.

’857 Patent at 15[d] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/iphone-13-pro/specs/

Case 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 43 of 58



CText IP LLC         43

REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[d] a display, The example below shows the display of the current MacBook Pro models.

’857 Patent at 15[d] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/macbook-pro/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[d] a display, The example below shows the display of the current iPad models.

’857 Patent at 15[d] – Apple Claim Chart

https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[e] wherein the 
software application 
comprises instructions 
for:

providing a discussion 
interface at the display 
of the user interface 
device for displaying 
messages stored in the 
memory;

The Messages app provides a discussion interface (e.g., the area displaying the messages) at the 
display of the user interface device for displaying messages stored in the memory. The discussion 
interface displays any number of messages, which are stored in the memory as shown in limitation 
15[b] . 
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[f] providing a 
message entry location 
for entering new 
messages, the message 
entry location associated 
with the discussion 
interface;

The Messages app provides a message entry location for entering new messages (e.g., the input box 
shown below) with the message entry location associated with the discussion interface. That 
message entry location is associated with the discussion interface by appearing adjacent to the 
bottom of the discussion interface.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[g] recording an 
indication that one of 
several conversations, 
each comprising one or 
more of the messages 
stored in memory, is an 
active conversation;

The Messages app records an indication (e.g., an input caused by a tap or hold on a message, which 
can be followed by a tap on “Reply”) that one of several conversations, each comprising one or more 
of the messages stored in memory, is an active conversation. For example, when the iPhone running 
the Messages app in the example below records an input caused by pressing the first message (“What 
time are you going to arrive?”), that indication causes the following change in the display.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[h] modifying a visual 
element of the message 
entry location based on 
which of the 
conversations is the 
active conversation;

The Messages app modifies a visual element of the message entry location based on which of the conversations is 
the active conversation in at least two ways. The first example relates to responding via the Tapback options such as 
the heart, thumbs up, or question mark. In this example, the message entry location is modified based on which of 
the conversations is the active conversation (e.g., when the message below is pressed to indicate that it is the active 
conversation).  Specifically, the message entry location is moved in close proximity to and changed to a bubble of 
possible reply options above the message in the active conversation. 

’857 Patent at 15[h] – Apple Claim ChartCase 1:24-cv-08821-JMF     Document 24-4     Filed 03/03/25     Page 49 of 58
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[h] modifying a visual 
element of the message 
entry location based on 
which of the 
conversations is the 
active conversation;

The second example that meets this limitation relates to responding via the “Reply” option. Once the 
indication of an active conversation is recorded via a “Reply” input, at least two visual elements of 
the message entry location are modified. First, the input box for the message entry location now 
appears in close proximity to the first message. Second, the message entry location includes the text 
“Reply” instead of “iMessage.” 
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[i] receiving at least 
one new message 
entered at the message 
entry location;

The Messages app receives at least one new message entered at the message entry location. In the 
two examples above, the Messages app receives the “?” Tapback or the text reply “I’m not sure.”
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[j] transmitting, using 
the transmission unit, 
the at least one new 
message to the 
computerized network 
incorporating an 
indication of which of 
the several conversations 
was the active 
conversation at the time 
of entry of the new 
messages; and

The Messages app transmits, using the transmission unit, the at least one new message to the 
computerized network incorporating an indication of which of the several conversations was the 
active conversation at the time of entry of the new messages. In this way, the device receiving the 
message can correctly correlate the new message to the correct conversation, as shown, for example, 
in the following screenshots.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[j] transmitting, using 
the transmission unit, 
the at least one new 
message to the 
computerized network 
incorporating an 
indication of which of 
the several conversations 
was the active 
conversation at the time 
of entry of the new 
messages; and
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[j] transmitting, using 
the transmission unit, 
the at least one new 
message to the 
computerized network 
incorporating an 
indication of which of 
the several conversations 
was the active 
conversation at the time 
of entry of the new 
messages; and
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[k] displaying, at the 
display, the at least one 
new message alongside 
the several conversations 
and incorporating visual 
cues shared with any 
messages that are part of 
the conversation that 
was the active 
conversation upon entry 
of the at least one new 
message.

The Messages app displays, at the display, the at least one new message alongside the several 
conversations and incorporates visual cues shared with any messages that are part of the 
conversation that was the active conversation upon entry of the at least one new message. In the 
Tapback example shown below, the “?” is displayed with the visual cues incorporated, e.g., it is in 
close proximity to and in a bubble above the display of the message that is part of the active 
conversation (“What time area you arriving?”). This displaying occurs alongside the several other 
conversations (e.g., “Are you bringing the dog?” and “See you there”).
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[k] displaying, at the 
display, the at least one 
new message alongside 
the several conversations 
and incorporating visual 
cues shared with any 
messages that are part of 
the conversation that 
was the active 
conversation upon entry 
of the at least one new 
message.

In the Reply example shown below, the new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed in two ways, each of which 
have the visual cues incorporated. In the first way, the text “1 Reply” is displayed below the first message. The 
visual cue “Reply” that is used in the changed message entry location is thus incorporated into the display of 
the new message and shared with the message in the active conversation. Also, the visual cue of proximity is 
also incorporated for the “1 Reply” text below the first message as well as for the “I don’t know.” text that 
appears directly under the repeated first message after “1 Reply” is clicked.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

15[k] displaying, at the 
display, the at least one 
new message alongside 
the several conversations 
and incorporating visual 
cues shared with any 
messages that are part of 
the conversation that 
was the active 
conversation upon entry 
of the at least one new 
message.

In the second way the new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed, the first message (“What time are 
you going to arrive?”) is repeated and the first new message (“I don’t know.”) is displayed directly 
below the repeated first message. Thus again, the visual cue of proximity is incorporated and shared 
with the message in the active conversation.
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REPRESENTATIVE PROOFCLAIM LANGUAGE

16. The system of claim 
15, wherein the display 
is a touch screen, and 
wherein the indication 
recorded that one of the 
several conversations is 
the active conversation is 
a tapping input at the 
display.

The Accused Devices infringe claim 15 as shown above. Moreover, in the iPhone, iPad, iPod touch, 
and Apple Watch Accused Devices, the display is a touch screen and the indication recorded that one 
of the several conversations is the active conversation is a tapping input at the display.
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