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concatenate

screen together make up the console and represent the pri-
mary sources of input and output in an MS-DOS computer
system.

concatenate vb. To join sequentially (for example, to
combine the two strings “hello™ and “there” into the single
string “hello there™). See also character string.

concatenated data set n. A group of separate sets of
related data treated as a single unit for processing.

concentrator n. A communications device that combines
signals from multiple sources, such as terminals on a net-
work, into one or more signals before sending them to
their destination. Compare multiplexer (definition 2).

conceptual schema n. In a database model that supports
a three-schema architecture (such as that described by
ANSI/X3/SPARC), a description of the information con-
tents and structure of a database. A conceptual schema
(also known as a logical schema) provides a model of the
total database, thus acting as an intermediary between the
two other types of schemas (internal and external) that
deal with storing information and presenting it to the user.
Schemas are generally defined using commands from a
DDL (data definition language) supported by the database
system. See also internal schema, schema.

concordance n. A list of words that appear in a docu-
ment, along with the contexts of the appearances.

concrete class . In object-oriented programming, a
class in which objects can be created. See also class (defi-
nition 1). Compare abstract class.

concurrent adj. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a
computer operation in which two or more processes (pro-
grams) have access to the microprocessor’s time and are
therefore carried out nearly simultaneously. Because a
microprocessor can work with much smaller units of time
than people can perceive, concurrent processes appear to
be occurring simultaneously but in reality are not.

concurrent execution »n. The apparently simultaneous
execution of two or more routines or programs. Concur-
rent execution can be accomplished on a single process or
by using time-sharing techniques. such as dividing pro-
grams into different tasks or threads of execution, or by
using multiple processors. Also called: parallel execution.
See also parallel algorithm, processor, sequential execu-
tion, task, thread (definition 1), time-sharing.

concurrent operation #1. See concurrent.

concurrent processing . See concurrent.

condition code

concurrent program execution n. See concurrent.
Concurrent Versions System . See CVS (definition 2).

condensed adj. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a
font style, supported in some applications, that reduces the
width of each character and then sets the characters closer
together than their normal spacing. Many dot-matrix print-
ers have a feature that causes the printer to reduce the
width of each character and print them closer together,
resulting in more characters fitting on a single line. Com-
pare expanded.

condition n. The state of an expression or a variable (for
example, when a result can be either true or false, or equal
or not equal).

conditional adj. Of. pertaining to, or characteristic of an
action or operation that takes place based on whether or
not a certain condition is true. See also Boolean expres-
sion, conditional statement.

conditional branch ». In a program, a branch instruction
that occurs when a particular condition code is true or
false. The term is normally used in relation to low-level
languages. See also branch instruction, condition code.

conditional compilation 5. Selective compilation or
translation of source code of a program based on certain
conditions or flags; for example, sections of a program
specilied by the programmer might be compiled only if a
DEBUG flag has been defined at compilation time. See
also comment out.

conditional expression n. See Boolean expression.

conditional jump ». In a program. a jump instruction that
occurs when a particular condition code is true or false.
The term is normally used in relation to low-level lan-
guages. See also condition code, jump instruction.

conditional statement n. A programming-language
statement that selects an execution path based on whether
some condition is true or false (for example, the IF state-
ment). See also case statement, conditional, IF statement,
statement.

conditional transfer n. A transfer of the flow of execu-
tion to a given location in a program based on whether a
particular condition is true. The term is usually used in
relation to high-level languages. See also conditional
statement.

condition code n. One of a set of bils that are set on (1. or
true) or off (0, or false) as the result of previous machine
instructions. The term is used primarily in assembly or
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