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and Trademark Office connected therewith:
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D | heraby appoint Practitionar(s) named below as my/our attorney(s} or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, and
to transact sl business in the United States Patent and Trademark Offica connected therowith:
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Firm or
Individual Nama|
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Country
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Ifyou neaed assistance in campleting the form, call 1-800-PTO-8199 and salect aplion 2.
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From John A" Ga'breathh To. USPTO Issue Fee Payments Date: 04/06/05 Time 11-28:04 AM Page 4 of 4

LA e
A=CEVED

\TRAL AN CENTE

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

Appl. 09/593,993

Paragraph 8 of the Examiner’s Statement of Reasons for Allowance (page 3) discussed parsing
resume data from resume warchouses, using applicant-specific templates, and using parsed
resume data for increased tracking efficiency. This paragraph does not apply to the present
application. A March 29, 2005 telephone conversation with the Examiner confirmed this; an
inadvertent word processing error caused the insertion of this inapplicable language.

Respectfully,

A Dl

A. Galbreath
eg. #46,718

ba/busduad BaULIZ  €:3ubuBl 69393393
vt +l:e3di 760,48 0p

PAGE 4/4 * RCVD AT 4/6/2005 11:27:59 AM [Eastern Daytight Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7464000 " CSID:410-686-7274 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-12
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From. John & Galbreath To USPTO Issue Fee Payments Date: 04/06/05 Time: 11:28:04 AM Page 10of 4
REOEAEW
DEAIEATIEAY SEI
AT AR 9ReR

N -~
N CCTN

GL@&| Galbreath Law Offices, P.C.

2516 Chestnut Woods Ct. Reisterstown, MD 21136-5523 U.S.A.
Telephone: 410-628-7770 Fax: 410-666-7274 Email: info@galbreath-law.com
Web: www.galbreath-law.com

Confidential
To: USPTO iIssue Fee Payments From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-746-4000 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message: ) )
6 April 2005

Dear Sir or Madam:
Please process the attached issue fee payment in Appl. # 09/593,993 as soon as possible.

Note that a Comment on the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance is also
attached. If you have any questions, just give me a call at 410-628-7770.

Best regards,

69,4&74. el

Reg. # 46,718

PAGE 1/4 * RCVD AT 4/6/2005 11:27:59 AM [Eastern Day#ight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7464000 * CSID:410-666-7274 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-12
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(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: {(CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
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Pleasc check the appropri igr gory or categories (will not be printed on the patens) : 1) Individual Corporation or other privatc group entity 1) Government
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In the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 /593,993

~ Appn. Filed: 06/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: Ouellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

IDrawing Corrections

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Madam:

As requested in the Notice of Allowance mailed 01/11/2005, attached are corrected drawings
wherein the drawing elements are labeled as well as numbered. Please enter these corrected
drawings as soon as possible, so as not to delay issuance of the patent.

13
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Appn. Number_ 09/593,993 (Shkedi, Roy) GAU 3629 Corrected Drawings

Respectfully,

O

n A. Galbreath
Registered Practitioner #46,718

2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Tel. (410) 666-7274

Certificate of Mailing: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced
attachments, if any, was mailed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450.

31 January 2005 ,x_\bA/ @‘%/‘
@n A. Galbreath
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark ice
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR P,
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1350'
WWW.uSpto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

24271 7590 01/11/2005 | EXAMINER I
JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH OUELLETTE, JONATHAN P
2516 CHESTNUT WOODS CT
REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 ( ART UNIT | papernumBErR |

3629
DATE MAILED: 01/11/2005

I APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE l FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ] ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. ] CONFIRMATION NO. l
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221

" TITLE OF INVENTION: DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE METHOD

( APPLN. TYPE |  smaLLenTITY l ISSUE FEE [ PUBLICATION FEE | TOTALFEEGS)DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional YES $700 $0 7 $700 04/11/2005

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE . SEE 35 US.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

' If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now

Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)

and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

M. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (703) 746-4000

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if requiged{).eBlogks I through § should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated unl;:_ss cor_rf!_:ctcd below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block | for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only. be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
g:pcrs. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

24271 7590 01/1112005 ve its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH __ Certificate of Mailing or Transmission " )
transmitted to the USPTO (5.03) 746-4000, on the date indicated below.
(Depositor's name)
(Signature)
(Date)
[ aprLicaTioNNO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATIONNO. |
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221
TITLE OF INVENTION: DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE METHOD
| APPLN. TYPE | smaLLentirY | ISSUE FEE |  pusLicaTioN FEE | TotaLFeEs)DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional YES $700 $0 $700 04/11/2005
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | crasssuscLass |
OUELLETTE, JONATHAN P 3629 705-001000
lC.F(lZlhel;Egg;)).f correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list |

, (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attomeys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, altemnatively,

Address form PTO/5B/122) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2

[ *Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a C 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

w

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 3 individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government

4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s):
3 Issue Fee {3 A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed.
(1 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
(3 Advance Order - # of Copies [ The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to
Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this fo:;g.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
Oa Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Q. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).
The Director of the USPTO is requested to agply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-ag‘ply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above.

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)

an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take li minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and

submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vag' depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete

this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the éﬂfef Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S, Department otg Commerce,g’.o.

gcl)x Mgg, A‘l,qxa_n. 5,23’; lln;z;gZJ 13-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
exandria, Virginia - .

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 12/04) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033  U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450 R
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.USPLO.gOV
| appLicationyo. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. ]
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221
240m 7590 01/1172005 ( EXAMINER |
JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH OUELLETTE, JONATHAN P
2516 CHESTNUT WOODS CT
REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 [ ART UNIT l PAPER NUMBER l

3629

DATE MAILED: 01/11/2005

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 329 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 329 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571) 272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
~ directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. . 09/593,993 SHKED!, ROY
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit
Jonathan Ouellette 3629

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [X) This communication is responsive to 12/10/2004.
2. [X) The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13.
3. [ The drawings fited on are accepted by the Examiner.

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). o
a)® Al b)[dSome* c¢)[1None of the: A |
1. X Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). '
* Certified copies not received: __

o) st
; .-'.(..:‘ _‘\‘lll e, H“*

Appllcant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this commumcauon to fle a reply complylng wnh the requnrements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. : S DT T X
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. S A &

5. [] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Nole the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT-or-NOTIGE OF t»niqen
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

- camy

6. [X CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets™) must be submitted. = - : SR D e e
(a) O including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review { PTO-948) attached

1) (1 hereto or 2) (] to Paper No./Mail Date ~____. oty

(b) X including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of )

Paper No./Mail Date 20041230. 11 Order 1o InsuTe DTONG

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. [J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s) 2

1. [J Notice of References Clted (PTO-892) 5. [J Notice of Informal Patent Apphcatnon (PTO 152)
2. [J Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. X Interview Summary (PTO-413), VPRHCAT B aionGii
o Paper No./Mail Date 20041109 . : R
3. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), - 7. [0 Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date
4. [J Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit " 8. [X) Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material 9. d other . e P

JOHN G. WEISS
cuprayiGORY PATENT EXAMINER

B Y AR nr\ﬂ‘)

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office . B -
* PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) - - - - - Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041230
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 2
Art Unit: 3629 h

DETAILED ACTION
Request for Continued Examination
1. The Request filed on 12/13/2004 for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114

based on parent Application No. 09/593,993 is acceptable and a RCE hasbeént:s -7== - - <=7 "

established. An action on the RCE follows. . Ine ToNowWIn s an ey

(K}

- Drawings

[3i
1t4)

2. The drawings filed on 6/14/2000 are acceptable subject to correction of the iffforalitiesssuime daia b

indicated below. In order to avoid abandonment of this application, correctién' 18 tequired”™ =" "

Cin répfy to the Office action. The correction will not bé held in abeyance; I

SESCHIPHIVE-DIO e MGIT.

3. The drawing should contain textual labels for each element of the

e T —'

method/system/application along with numeric labels corresponding to the specification: =" Sy

%]

having associsted therey

in order to insure proper understanding and use of the illustrated invention.

VS T R R L A
PRGNS LT SI8nE O &
< B p

Claim Rejections - 35 USC.§102 crafios. Slecreniegh s
4. The rejection of Claims 1-3, 5, and 9-13 under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being antidipteldbipr fo (e et
Acxiom (“Their Time Has Come,” Direct, vI1, n8, p1+, June 1999) is withdt&¥Whdii¢fp i is

1 Nl plactrang
120, 200!

. : sartin! prot
Applicant’s amendment. - pariia: pro:

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 ' Page 3
Art Unit: 3629

S. The rejection of Claims 4 and 6-8 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpale'ntable over

Acxiom is withdrawn due to Applicant’s amendment. . G O e 11 b

Allowable Subject Matter
6. Claims 1-13 are allowed
7. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: L LI TETROMIAL SACONS
8. As per independent Claims 1 and 11-13, the prior art does not teach or suggest:amethod: «c ihe user
or application which parses resume data from a plurélity of resume -wé-rehcjuses; p]aéé’s"!“:wi:- Tima 1
the parsed resume data into an applicant specific template and wtilizes the paf;@dagfgsunzg,.i Giiie tuere
data for increased tracking efficiency. ' | _ | o | _ Ao e IR
9. As per independent Claims 1 and 11-13, The prior art fail 1o teach or su'gge‘s‘l.‘a.:.,,v e
device, computer system), for use at a juncture in a data-communications topolegy:s..ciccionicaliv
having associated tHerewith a maintained databank of partial profiles, the methiodzeszs; ;35}, sipamiee
including the steps of: a) from an entity who owns or represents a right to multipléiing » <isiubank LA:
profiles, electronically receiving a transaction havipg therein a first partial profile:ofes: nosial names .
single visitor to the entity, said transaction iizélzldi;zg real-time access to the single-yisitors Giat said -
wherein an identifier is recognized or placed on the si;‘;gle visito'r,'.i)) usi;lg thedirst B dreie -
partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality of secondipartialine entity and v
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so thatisaidixiznzni 10 own oy

electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profileitorth@ e ;i b

first partial profile; i) between the entity and the databank, electronically-contracting-for a--. " i+,
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 T Page-4 -
Art Unit: 3629 |

" transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the second préofile::

10.

royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed

portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incerponating.i v « »vus
the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; @i} mertre: wonpn -
between the entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a royalty payment for-- =+ - -~
the entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one ;... ~:-. ..

said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank: rnienivnenis o Sy v

Acxiom'(“Their Time Has Come,” Direct, v11, nS; pl+, June 1999) disclosesazzz == fa cinglo vich

descriptive-profile mercantile method (computer program product, program storage «.i: (i3 4,053,51

device, computer system), for use at a juncture in a data-communications topology - =~~~ =
having associated therewith a maintained databank of pai‘tial profiles, the method o ooos oo oo

including the steps of: a)-from an entity who owns. or represents a right to multiple sroisies. e meii

profiles, elecironica]ly recefving a transaction having therein a first partial prafile(e=mailii;ving, her
addresses/ poétal names and addresses); b) using the first partial profile, eleqlr@ﬁicauf::zz--:,;:j:_;a'ih':;: s;;;
searching a databank (Acxiom) having a plurality of second partial profiles (€mail: 1-14), wherein i
addresses/ postal names and addresses), wherein is included in said databankjatigastonearching wili .
null profile so that said electronic searching will al\\fays yield at least one proximateiz; wioiiic G,
second pérfié], pfdﬁle to the‘ﬁrst partial profile (inherent to database searching);:).:: surese norion -
between the entity and the datébank, electronically contracting for a royalty paymerit forcrparatin.
the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion dﬁ;t_ﬁczﬁrgt'uékig OO R

partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed-portion - . 17~

of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or ii) between the entity and the
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 5
Art Unit: 3629

11.

databank, electronically contracting for a royalty payment for the entity to own or

second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to-the:user::= .:oimim o
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile (“Their Time Has Come;;’ P
Direct, v11, n8, pl+, June 1999); but Axiom’s descriptive-profile mercantile system does

not incorporate a first partial profile of a single v'isitor to the entity, said transaction:. :-: 7100 LUl
iﬁcluding real-time access to the single visitor wherein an identifier is recognized-ors inciude sraiile
placed on the single visitor, as described in the independent claims. Sucinononlivn o usoo
Katz et al. (US 6,055',51'3) discloses a descriptive-profile mercar;tile_ mgthod{(éomp.ute’fﬁ? L1-16, 08
program product, program storage device, computer system), for use at a juncture’ind- - )
data-connnunicatidns topolog); héQiﬁé associéiéd'thervé'\'vil-ht a ﬁda'intained. datébank';ojf; U v ,

o~ "

paniélzﬁtég_{g;;"tl;é method including the steps of: a) from a uséi’, ve;l.ec‘ironic‘a]']_yi:}cégiyai‘ﬂ;ggg:g‘,-i}ggﬁ;.
a transaction having therein a first partial proﬁ.le (C28 L11-14); b) using the ﬁnst:pgnialco;;égo;-a;c a fi
profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality of second partiakprofiles;zi;i-iime nocc.
(C28 L11-14), wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile soithatisardii:c single visis
electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial prefilectorthe:; tiie combir,
first partial profile (inherent); i) for the databaﬁk to own or represent a rigﬁt‘ to:d firstdiaber wouid =

mutually agreed portion of the first part4ial ‘profile, and substantially thereafter-said=== + - mmenun

databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least bneSecondrainine denende

partial profile (C28 L17-28); or ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a:se¢ond i1 o it
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and = onig oo
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the-user the second mutually.agreed i - wie -0
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Art Unit: 3629

portion of the second profile (C28 L17-28); but Katz’s descriptive-profile mercantile

system does not incorporate electronically contracting a royalty payment between thes =7 - S

user and the databank or a first partial profile of a single visitor to the entity, said

transaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an identifier is

recognized or placed on the single visitor, as described in the independent claims; - .-+ -

12. Goldhaber (US 5,855,008) discloses the registering (contracting) of users by athird:=r sz ne
party, to include profile and contact information (Ci2 Li5-45), and providing G52, ThRe oxmminor o
compensation to users who agree to sell their information to individual marketersvor:.

(abstract, C7 L1-10, C8 L59-61) - and it would have beep obvious to pay the thirdipartys (¢ reach the
_(databank) for the information, wherein the third party distributes a percentage ofthefee . ¥ -
to thé'ﬁfd'ﬁle owner, as lic‘eﬁ.sing/royalty agreements were a well known way of paying

for information when the invention was made; but Goldhaber’s profile marketing systemusisiiia:u:

does not incorporate a first partial profile of a single visitor to the entity, s;iﬁi transactiony ¥ 2 renear

including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an identifier is recognized:or te dirocied i i

placed on the single visitor, as described in the independent claims.

13. Furthermore, the combination of the profile marketing systems provided by Axiom, Katz,
and Goldhaber would still not teach (or provide the basis for obviousness)'igill:the7featﬁ’f’es” e

| described in'the;independént claims.
" 14. The remaining dependent Claims 2-10 are considered allowable, as they are dependent
and based off of an allowable independent claim.

15. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 7
Art Unit: 3629 '

the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of

Reasons for Allowance.”

Conclusion - . -

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the. ... ..

gyt fomms et

examiner should be directed to J onathan Ouellette whose telephone number-is ( 63)M60 -

0662. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday throuéH ThuEscfay,Sam s
5:00pm. : - iveniel tirounacl ingonongent Claini

SEEIETA e

supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone numbers for

the organization where this appllcatlon or ploceedmg is 3551gne N'('7(AJS:“ ZZ “3

e iaY=-}

official communications. | (A SUEER QesenDLon. f.necessary. ana &
: i aiiowabie. i avaliabie. musi be atiached
18. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this: apjﬂicati’o’n»b‘r— proceeding-

A7
_/,[/ jO f i )
,/ December 30, 2004 ' IR G »ma‘%

R et
SV T4
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. 09/593,993 . .|:SHKEDI;ROY - __... _
Interview Summary Examiner l Ar.t Unit ‘
Jonathan Ouellette 3629

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) Jonathan OQuellette. (3)Roy Shkedi.

(2) John Galbreath. 4) -

Date of Interview: 09 December 2004.

TAGUnaZid BN Loniuie s et

~ ¢)[J Personal [copy given to: 1)[] applicant

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)[] Yes.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: Independentl Claims.

v on nnr 10 He ne ) Of

Identification of prior art discussed: Acxiom reference.

Name of anplicarl

Mine 0l Ayzmune,T

Agreement with respect to the claims f)[X] was reached. g)[] was not reached. h)[J N/A.

Substance of Inferview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to |f an agreemenfwa
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet. :

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreedy would render the clalms
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that wouldareaderrthe claums
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) g
i 1N EREMINE v
THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE.QE THE. .
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has alreadybeen filed: APPLICANT—IS

FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCEOFTHEINTERVIEW. See
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

Type: a)X] Telephonic b)[] Video Conference i vaoms s e vy £ iR =

GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF.THIS INTERVIEW- SUMMARY." - 7 =0~

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an A —— = -
Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner’s signature, if required
U.S. Patent and Tracemark Office T .. R . . - B
PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summary - Paper No. 20041109
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)
In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written slaxemem of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in wiiting.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their aﬂomeys or’agents'al the Patent and = if1we
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. -

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

- Application Number (Series Code and Senal Number) R

-~ Name of applicant - - -

- Name of examiner

— Date of interview

- Typeof interview (telephonlc video-conference, or personal) -

—  Name of pamctpant(s) (applicant, altorney or agent examiner, other PTO personnel etc )

- Anindication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

- Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed

- Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. ’

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,
(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed descrlpuon of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasnze and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)
6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interwew Summary Form completed by -
the ‘examiner.

-

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting foith the exarr-\iner’s. versionofthe = . ‘
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK" on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) Application No. 09/593,993

Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Examiner Ouellette, Mr. Galbreath , and Mr.Shkedi discussed
possible amendments to the independent claims to overcome the sited prior art of Acxiom (See Attachment).
Examiner Ouellette, Mr. Galbreath, and Mr. Shkedi agreed that incorporating realtime entity access to a single user
identification information would overcome the prior art. Examiner Ouellette also suggested filing a RCE, since current
status is after-final and the amended independent claims would require additional search and consideration.
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Fmr&: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3829 Date: 12/13/04 Time: 1:49:42 PM Page 1 of 5
.« Wi -
R/

Confidential
To: USPTO-GAU 3629 From: John A. Galbreath
Company: '
Fax Number: 1-703-872-9306 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
13 Dec. 2004
After-Final

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please enter the attached Request for Continued Examination in Appl. # 09/5693,993 as
soon as possible, and forward Amendment D in the application (which was separately faxed
into the Office on 12/10/04) to Examiner Jon Ouellette in GAU 3629. If you have any
questions, please give me a call at 410-666-7274.

Best regards,

:%,a\-A. Ot

#46,718

P
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Fron:l: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 12/13/04 Time: 1:49:42 PM Page 2 of 5
IO -

In the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 / 593,993

Appn. Filed: 06/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: OQOuellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

[Request For Continued Examination]

Mail Stop AF

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Madam:

In response to the Office Action mailed 11/15/04, applicant hereby requests continued
examination of this application under 37 CFR 1.114, and that Amendment D in the application
(faxed into the Office on 12/10/04) be entered. The requisite fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is
attached. ’

Respectfully,
‘A 4 ’Q‘Jw‘—

John A. Galbreath
Registered Practitioner #46,718

12/14/2004 BBONNER 00000008 09593993
01 FC:2801 395.00 0P
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTC-GAU 3628 Date: 12/13/04 Time: 1:49:42 PM Page 3 of 5

Appn. Number 09/593.993 {Shkedi, Roy) GAU 3629 RCE 2

2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Tel. (410) 666-7274

Certificate of Fax Transmission: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced
attachments, if any, was faxed to the U.S. Patent Office at 703-872-9306.

A Ol

John A. Galbreath

13 December 2004
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 12/13/04 Time: 1:49:42 PM Page 4 of 5

LSRN
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Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0032
U S. Patem anu Tradamant Omee U, s. DEP

Ccvmplete II Known

FEE TRANSMITTAL Application Number 09/593,993
Filing Date 6/14/2000
Effsctive Oilﬁl?fMQPla'the!m nzwlg too am:3uel sion. First Named inventor | Shkedi, Roy
[X] Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 i’:::rme (;l;;”ge fte, Jon
\_ TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT () 395 Attormney Docket No.

M
METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) FEE CALCULATION (continued)

[cnoo [X] Crodtcars |_] Monsy [ ] otner [ Jnone | 3. ADDITIONAL FEES

i E
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1. BASIC FILING FEE 1252 410 | 2252 205 Extension for reply within second month
Large Entity Small Entity 1263 930 2253 485 Extension for reply within third month
K Eeg Descrintion Feo Pald ¥ 1254 1450 | 225¢ 725 Extension for reply within fourth month
Ulility filing foe 1255 1,970 | 2285 985 Extension for reply within fifth month
Design filing foe 1401 320| 2401 180 Notice of Appeal
Plant filing fee ‘J 1402 320} 2402 160 Filing a briefin support of an app
Reissue fiing fee 1403 280 | 2403 140 Request for oral hearing
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Lorge Entity 4 Small Entity 1808 180 | 1808 180 Submission of Information D Stmt
Code ($) Code ($) 8021 40| 8021 4g Recording each patent assignment per
1202 18 2202 9 Claims In excess of 20 . propeny (times number of propertias)
) 1808 750} 2809 ars sbmission aftet final rejection
1201 84 2201 42 Independent claims in excess of 3 (37 CFR 1. 129(a))
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over original patent {80170 2801 376 Request for Continued Examination (RCE $395
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Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, Washingion, DC 20231, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
\ for Patents, Washington, DC 20231,

i you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2.
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From: John A.'Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3620 Date: 12/10/04 Time: 1:07:52 PM Page 1 of 11
b

- RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

- DEC 10 2004
1" The Bright Ideas Company, Inc.

Confidential
To: USPTO-GAU 3629 From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-872-8306 _ Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
- Message:
10 Dec. 2004

After-Final Amendment

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please enter the attached after-final Amendment D in Appl. # 09/593,993, and forward to
Examiner Jon Ouellette in GAU 3629 as soon as possible. If you have any questions,
please call me at 410-666-7274.

Best regards,

John Galbreath
#46,718
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From: John A. Galbreath To; USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 12/10/04 Time: 1:07:52 PM Page 2 of 11

RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

DEC 10 2004

In the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 / 593,993

Appn. Filed: 06/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: Quellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

Amendment D

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Madam:

In reply to the Office Action mailed 11/15/04 and in accordance with the agreement reached in
Applicant’s 12/9/04 interview with the Examiner, applicant requests that the application be
amended as follows:
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS

1. (Currently amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,

electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile of a single visitor

to the entity, said transaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an

identifier is recognized or placed on the single visitor;

b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said electronic searching will always vield at least one proximate second parttal

profile to the first partial profile;

c) i) between the entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a

royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or
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i1) between the entity and the databank, electfom’cally contracting for a
royalty payment for the entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said pfoximate second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter the databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed

portion of the second profile.

2. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically
receiving a transaction includes extracting at least one predetefmined key portion of the
first partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is

then used as the first partial profile for the electronic searching of the databank.
3. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 2 wherein extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the electronic searching of the databank using a

combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile.

4. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically

confracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the entity.

5. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically

contracting a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or
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transfer of the agreed portion.

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein incorporating the agreed portion

includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of the first profile.

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6 wherein incorporating includes convoluting
the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility
weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a proximate second profile;-and storing

the convoluted new credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.
8. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 7 wherein electronically |
contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a result of a computation

comparing the new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically

receiving a transaction includes consulting an external database.

10. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 further including

i) electronically searching at least one external database for a partial profile or portion

thereof which complements a at least one second partial profile of the databank, and
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i) between the database and the databank, electronically contracting for the databank to
own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed

portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile.

11. (Currently amended) A computer program product including a computer usable
medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating

descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program code including:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a computer to receive a
transaction from a entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,
the transaction having therein a first partial profile of a single visitor to the

entity, said transaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an

identifier is recognized or placed on the single visitor;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer readable
program code for causing the computer to use the first partial profile to search a
databank having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said
databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one

proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile; and

c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer readable
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program code:

1) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the entity and the
databank for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of
the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter for said databank to incorporate the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the entity and the
databank for the entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion

of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter for the
databank to transmit to the entity the second mutually agreed portion of the second

profile.

12. (Currently amended) A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps
for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of partial prof';les, said method

steps including:

a) from a entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles, receiving a transaction

having therein a first partial profile of a single visitor fo the entity, said fransaction

including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an identifier is recognized or
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placed on the single visitor;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one nuil profile so that said searching

will always vield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

¢) i) between the entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment
for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or
ii) between the entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for the entity to
own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate

second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the entity the

second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

13. (Currently amended) A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile

mercantile method, the system including:

a) a computer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;
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b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a maintained

databank of partial profiles; and

¢) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

appurtenances for performing method steps including:

i) from a entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles, receiving

a transaction having therein a first partial profile of a single visitor to the entity, said

fransaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an identifier is

recognized or placed on the single visitor,

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that said
searching will always yield at least one ‘proximate second partial profile to the first partial

profile;

iii) (1) between the entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment

for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partal profile; or

(2) between the entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for
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the entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at
least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the entity the second mutually agreed portion of the

)

second profile.
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REMARKS

As agreed in the 12/9/04 interview, the amendments to independent claims 1 and 11-13 define
over the method described in the Acxiom article, as well as the other prior art — none of which
discloses or suggests a method with a transaction having therein a first partial profile of a single
visitor to the entity, said transaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an
identifier is recognized or placed on the single visitor.

In addition, since independent claim 1 defines patentably over the prior art, its dependent claims
2-10 also define patentably, for the same reasons.

CONCLUSION

For all of the above reasons, Applicant submits that the claims all define patentably over the
prior art. Therefore Applicant submits that this application is now in condition for allowance,
which action they respectfully solicit.

Respectful ly,

& AN/

Registered Practitioner #46,718

2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Tel. (410) 666-7274

Certificate of Fax Transmission: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced
attachments, 1f any, was faxed to the U.S. Patent Office at 703-872-

Nt A é)du_

ohn A. Galbreath

10 December 2004
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- o RECE,VED
DEC 19 2004

The Bright Ideas Company, Inc.

Confidential
To: USPTO-GAU 3629 _ From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-872-9306 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
10 Dec. 2004

After-Final Amendment

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please enter the attached after-final Amendment D in Appl. # 09/593,993, and forward to
Examiner Jon Ouellette in GAU 3629 as soon as possible. If you have any questions,
please call me at 410-666-7274.

Best regards,

A Dl

Jghn Galbreath
46,718

P e
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RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

DEC 10 2004

In the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 /593,993

Appn. Filed: 06/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: Ouellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

Amendment D

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Madam:

In reply to the Office Action mailed 11/15/04 and in accordance with the agreement reached in
Applicant’s 12/9/04 interview with the Examiner, applicant requests that the application be
amended as follows:
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 (Shkedi, Roy) GAU 3629 Amnt. D 2

CLAIM AMENDMENTS

1. (Currently amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,

electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile of a single visitor

to the entity, said transaction including real-time access to the single visitor wherein an

56



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.USPLO.govV
r APPLICATION NO. ] FILING DATE [ FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ] ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. [ CONFIRMATION NO\ ]
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221 \
24271 7590 1171572004 | EXAMINER |
JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH OUELLETTE, JONATHAN P
2516 CHESTNUT WOODS CT -
REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 | ART UNIT [ eapernumBer |
3629

DATE MAILED: 11/15/2004

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03)

57



Application No. Applicant(s)

09/593,993 ' SHKEDI, ROY

Office Action Summary Examiner A Unit

Jonathan OQuellette 3629 W /

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address —
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Ifthe period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SiX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 August 2004.
2a)X This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-final.
3)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Cuayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 0.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)[X Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5)[] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
6)X] Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected.
7)] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
8)[] Claim(s) _____are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[C] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

2)[C] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)(JAIl b)[J Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.[]] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. cCertified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) X] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) X Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [ Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 20040517 .
3) [J information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) ] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
Paper No(s)Mail Date 6) (] other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office N
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041109
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993
Art Unit: 3629

1.

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent.

Claims 1-3, 5, and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being

anticipated by Acxiom (“Their Time Has Come,” Direct, v11, n8, pl+, June
1999). |
As per independent Claims 1 and 11-13, Acxiom discloses a descriptive-profile
mercantile method (computer program product, program storage device, computer
éystem), for use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having
associated therewith a maintained databank of partiai profiles, the method

including the steps of: a) from an entity who owns or represents a right to multiple

profiles, electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile
(e-mail addresses/ postal names and addresses); b) using the first partial profile,
electronically searching a databank (Acxiom) having a plurality of second partial
profiles (e-mail addresses/ postal names and addresses), wherein is included in
said databank at least one null profile so that said electronic searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile
(inherent to database searching); i) between the entity and the databank,

electronically contracting for a royalty payment for the databank to own or
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represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first
profile into at least one second partial profile; or ii) between the entity and the
databank, electronically contracting for a royalty payment for the entity to own or
represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank
transmitting to the user the sscond mutually agreed portion of the second profile
(“Their Time Has Come,” Direct, v11, n§, pl+, June 1999).

4. As per Claim 2, Acxiom discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction
includes extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial
profile (e-mail address); wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key
portions is then used as the first partial profile for the electronic searching of the
databank.

5. As per Claim 3, Acxiom discloses wherein extracting includes constructing at

. least one composite key for the electronic searching of the databank using a
combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first partial
profile.

6. Asper Claim §, Acxiom discloses wherein electronically contracting a right
includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the
agreed portion.

7. As per Claim 9, Acxiom discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction

includes consulting an external database.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

As per Claim 10, Acxiom discloses 1) electronically searching at least one
external database for a partial profile or portion thereof which complements a at
least one second partial profile of the databank, and ii) between the databaée and
the databank, electronically contracting for the databank to own or represent a
right to a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first partial profile,
and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the

first profile into at least one second partial profile.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fdrms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Acxiom.

As per Claim 4, Acxiom fails to expressly disclose wherein electronically
contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the
entity.

However, Acxiom does disclose offering a royalty payment to participants based
on the usage of their content, and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary
skill in the art to structure the payment based on quantity and quality of the
content provided, as such a pricing structure was well known in business at the

time the invention was made.

61



Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 5
Art Unit: 3629

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

As per Claim 6, Acxiom fails to expressly disclose wherein incorporating the
agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of
the first profile.

However Acxiom does disclose integrating data-with several other content
providers and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the
time the invention was ﬁade, for Ac?(iom to ensure the credibility of the data
provided before integrating it into the databank, in order to reduce the risk of
corruption.

As per Claim 7, Acxiom discloses wherein incorporating includes convoluting the

assigned credibility weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility

‘weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and

storing the convoluted new credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the
databank (see rejection of claim 6 — how the credibility weighting was assigned
would be non-functional descriptive material).

As per Claim 8, Acxiom discloses wherein electronically contracting includes
selecting a pricing structure according to a result of a computation comparing the
new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting (see

rejection of claim 4 and claim 6).
Response to Arguments

Applicant's arguments filed 8/9/2004, regarding Claims 1-13, have been

considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in
37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the
adVisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will
be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no évent, however,
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date

of this final action.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Ouellette whose telephone number is
(703) 605-0662. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through
Thursday, 8am - 5:00pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

- supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone

numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned

(703) 872-9306 for all official communications.
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22. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is

(703) 306-5484.

 B—

ovember 10, 2004

JOHN G. WEISS

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. 09/593,993 SHKEDI, ROY
Interview Summary Erairer AU
Jonathan Ouellette 3629 w

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) Jonathan Ouellette. (3)John Galbreath.
(2) Dean Nguyen. (4)Roy Shkedi.

Date of Interview: 01 July 2004.
Type: a)l] Telephonic b)[] Video Conference
¢)X Personal [copy given to: 1)[] applicant  2)[]] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)[J Yes ) No.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: 1 and 11-13.
Identification of prior art discussed: Katz and Goldhaber.

Agreement with respect to the claims f)[X] was reached. g)[] was not reached. h)[] N/A.

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet.

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.)

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an
Attachment to a signed Office action. / ):(xaminer‘s signature, if required
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office /
PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summqy/ Paper No. 20040517
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’
Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

M { of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to.the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made.of record.in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)
In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

— Name of applicant

— Name of examiner

— Date of interview

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

— Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

-~ An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the genera! nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

Itis desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below conceming the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,
(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed descnptxon of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the ’
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)
6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by
the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. [f the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK" on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials.
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‘Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) Application No. 09/593,993

Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Mr. Shkedi explained the basic concept of the instant invention and
how it was different than the sited prior art. Mr. Galbreath presented a potential amendment (see attached) to the
independent claims that would further incorporate the basic concept of the instant invention into the independent claims
and distinguish the invention from the sited prior art. Primary Exmainer Nguyen suggested changing "user" to "entity”
in the claims to further clarify the concept. Examiner Ouellette agreed that the sited prior art does not read on the
proposed amendment to the independent claims.
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From: John A. ' Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 1 of 9

RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

AUG 09 suuy

’ AThe Bright Ideas Company, Inc. OFHCIAL

Confidential
To: USPTO-GAU 3629 : From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-872-9306 A . Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
9 August 2004

Appl. # 09/593,993

Dear Sir or Madam:

In reply to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment mailed 5 August 2004,
attached is a corrected Claim Amendments section in Appl. # 09/593,993.

Please process this correction as soon as possible, since the original amendment
was faxed in on 2 July 2004 - over a month ago - and forward to Examiner Jon
Ouellette in GAU If you have any questions, just give me a call at
410-666-7274.

Best regards,

Voo A Dl

Galbreath
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 2 of 8

Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt._C contd. ' 2

CLATM AMENDMENTS

1. (Currently Amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
_]lmcture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,

electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate

second partial profile to the first partial profile;

¢) i) between the user entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a
royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereaﬁer said databank
incorporatiﬁg the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or
ii) between the user entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a

royalty payment for the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually

agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially

>
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 3of 8

Al Number 09/5 edi) GAU 3629 Armnt. C contd 3

thereafter the databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed

portion of the second profile.

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes extracting at least one
predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein at least one of
these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial

profile for the electronic searching of the databank.

3. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2 wherein
extracting includes constructing at least one composite key for the
electronic searching of the databank using a combinatorial of at least two of

the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile.

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically
contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user

entity.

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically contracting a right includes acce;iting an obligation to pay for

substantially each use or transfer of the agreed portion.
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From: John A, Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 4 of 9

Appn. Num| 09/593 di) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 4

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein incorporating the
agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed
portion of the first profile.

7. -(Origina.l) The method according to claim 6 wherein incorporating
includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile
with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed
portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new

- credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7 wherein
electronically contracting includes selecting a pricing:structure according to
a result of a computation comparing the new credibility weighting with the

pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes consulting an external

database.
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 5 of 9

Appn. Number 09/593.993  (Shkedi) GAU 3629 - C con 5

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 further including

i) electroﬁically searching at least one external database for a partial profile or portion

thereof which complements a at least one second partial profile of the databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, electronically contracting for the databank to
own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed

portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile.

11. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including a computer usable
medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating
descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program code

including:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a computer to receive a

transaction from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,

the transaction having therein a first parﬁﬂ profile;
b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer readable
program code for causing the computer to use the first partial profile to search a

databank having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included

=
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 6 of 9

ber 3,99 Shkedi Amnt. C contd. 6

in said databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at

least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile; and

¢) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer readable

program code:

i) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the user
entity and the databank for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter for
said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one

second partial profile; or

ii) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the user
entity and the databank for the user entity to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter for the databank to MMt to the user entity the second

mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

12. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform method steps for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for
use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith

-
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-GAU 3629 Date: 08/09/04 Time: 8:52:42 AM Page 7 of 9

.

um| 93.993 hkedi 62, t. C cont 7

a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

a) from a user entity who or represents a right to multiple profile receiving

a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile

to the first partial profile;

c) i) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment
for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for
the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at
least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmmmg to the user entity the second mutually agreed portion of the

second profile.
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.

. Number 09/593,993 - Shkedi GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. : 8

13. (Currently Amended) A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile

mercantile method, the system including:
a) acomputer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a maintained

databank of partial profiles; and

c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

appurtenances for performing method steps including:

i) from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles, receiving

a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

if) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the

first partial profile;

iii) (1) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment

for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
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umber 0. edi) GAU 3629 Anant. C contd. 9

first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

(2) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for
the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed porﬁon of at
least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed portion of the

second profile.
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Paper No.
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121)

The amendment document filed on Z ZQ{ [8) Z is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of
37 CFR 1.121, as amended on June 30;.2003 (see 68 Fed. Reg. 38611, Jun. 30, 2003). In order for the amendment document to

be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is required. Only the corrected section of the non-compliant amendment
document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire “Amendments to the claims” section of applicant’s
amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1.121(h).

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT:
O 1. Amendments to the specification:

O A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings.

[ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined.

O C. Other

O 2. Abstract:
O A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72.
O B. Other

1 3. Amendmenits to the drawings:

\Q 4. Amendments to the claims:.
‘ O A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present.
O B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (including withdrawn claims)
2@ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each
claim cannot be identified.
O D. The cl%ms of this amen,

@ E. Other:

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USPTO website at
http://www.uspto.gov/web/oftices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/officeflyer.pdf .

ent paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result in
non-cntry of the preliminary amendment and examineion on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed
changes in the preliminary amendment(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit
is not extendable.

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION (including a submission for an RCE), and
since the amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1.135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of
ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121
in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a).

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection, and is not affected by the non-compliant

tatus of the amendment.
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 3629 Date: 07/02/04 Time: 4:20:14 PM . Page 2 of 11

RECEIVED
FAX CENTER

JUL - 2 2004

OFFICIAL

K

In the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 /593,993

Appn. Filed: 6/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: Ouellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

Amendment G

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendments
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Madam:

In response to the Office Action mailed 6/9/04, and consistent with the discussion and
agreements reached in Applicant's 7/1/04 interview with Examiner, Applicant requests that the
above application be amended as follows:
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.. - X

Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 2

CLAIM AMENDMENTS

1. (Cun'éntly Amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,

electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate

second partial profile to the first partial profile;

¢) i) between the user entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a
royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or

ii) between the user entity and the databank, electronically contracting for a
royalty payment for the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually

agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially
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Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 3

thereafter the databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed

portion of the second profile.

2. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes extracting at least one
"predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein at least one of*
these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial

~ profile for the electronic searching of the databank.

3. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 2 wherein
extracting includes constructing at least one composite key for the
electronic searching of the databank using a combinatorial of at least two of

the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile.

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically
contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user

entity.

5. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically contracting a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for

substantially each use or transfer of the agreed portion.
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Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 4

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein incorporating the
agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed

portion of the first profile.

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6 wherein incorporating
includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile
witﬁ a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substaﬁtially like agreed
portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new A

credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 7 wherein
electronically contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to
a result of a computation comparing the new credibility weighting with the

pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes consulting an external

database.
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Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 5

10. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 further including

1) electronically searching at least one external database for a partial profile or portion

thereof which complements a at least one second partial profile of the databank, and

1i) between the database and the databank, electronically contracting for the databank to
own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed

portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile.

11. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including a computer usable
medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating
_descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program code

including:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a computer to receive a
transaction from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles,
“the transaction having therein a first partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer readable

program code for causing the computer to use the first partial profile to search a

databank having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included
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Appn. Number 09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. C contd. 6

in said databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at

least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile; and

c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer readable

program code:

i) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty paymeht between the user
entity and the databank for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter for
said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one

second partial profile; or

ii) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the user
entity and the databank for the user entity to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially therecafter for the databank to transmit to the user entity the second

-mutually agreed portion of the second profile.
12. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the

machine to perform method steps for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for

use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith
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a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

‘a) from a user entity who owns or represents a right to multiple profiles, receiving

a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
: partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile

to the first partial profile;

c) 1) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment
for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for
the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at
least oﬁe said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed portion of the

second profile.
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13. (Currently Amended) A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile

mercantile method, the system including:

a) a computer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a maintained

databank of partial profiles; and

c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

- appurtenances for performing method steps including:

i) from a user entity who owns or represents a right to muitiple profiles, receiving

a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the

first partial profile;

iii) (1) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment

for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
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first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

(2) between the user entity and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for
the user entity to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at
least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user entity the second mutually agreed portion of the

second profile. |
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REMARKS

In the 6/9/04 interview, Applicant and Examiner agreed that the above claim amendments
distinguish the invention over the proposed combination of Katz '513 and Goldhaber '008,
because the amendments further define the user as an entity who owns or represents a right to
multiple profiles. Katz nor Goldhaber are both directed to users who are consumers, and who
thus own their own profile but not those of others. Therefore, a combination of Katz and
Goldhaber would not exhibit the claimed features.

Finally, since independent Claims 1 and 11-13 now define patentably over the prior art,
dependent claims 2-10 also define patentably.

CONCLUSION

For all of the above reasons, Applicant submits that the claims are now in proper form, and that
the claims all define patentably over the prior art. Therefore Applicant submits that this
application is now in condition for allowance, which action they respectfully solicit.

Very respectfully,

A A LD lpn—

hn A. Galbreath
Registered Practitioner #46,718
2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Tel. (410) 666-7274

Certificate of Fax Transmission: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced
attachments, if any, was faxed to the U.S. Patent Office at 703-872-9306.

A%; A. LMy

U John A. Galbreath

2 July 2004
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 3629 Date: 07/02/04 Time: 4:20:14 PM Page 1 of 11
. »

RECEIVED
CENTRAL PAX

JUL - 2 2004

The Brlght Ideas Company, Inc. OFHC}AL

Confidential
To: USPTO - GAU 3629 From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-872-9306 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
2 July 2004

| Dear Sir or Madam:

Please enter the attached formal amendment to Appl. # 09/593,993, .
and forward to Examiner Jonathan Ouellette in GAU 3629 as soon as possible.
If you have any questions, just give me a call at 410-666-7274.

Best regards,

Ao A @wa

( n Galbreath
Reg. Pract. # 46,718

Lecuiped om
7/&loy
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Application No. - Applicant(s)
. 09/593,993 SHKEDI, ROY
Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit
Jonathan Ouellette 3629

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) Jonathan Quellette. (3)John Galbreath.
(2) Dean Nguyen. (4)Roy Shkedi.

Date of Interview: 01 July 2004.
Type: a)[] Telephonic b)[] Video Conference
¢)IX] Personal [copy given to: 1)[] applicant  2)[T] applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)[_] Yes €)X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: 1 and 11-13.
Identification of prior art discussed. Katz and Goldhaber.
Agreement with respect to the claims f)[X] was reached. g)[[] was not reached. h)[] N/A.

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet.

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.)

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

/%ﬂ ,
Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an

. . LY . R
Attachment to a signed Office action. /éxamlner s signature, if required
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summ% Paper No. 26030517~
gooyoZo/
/s
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)
In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

Itis the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manuat of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

- Name of applicant

- Name of examiner

- Date of interview

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

~ Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed

- Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,
(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)
6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by
the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. [f the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials.
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) Application No. 09/593,993

Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Mr. Shkedi explained the basic concept of the instant invention and
how it was different than the sited prior art. Mr. Galbreath presented a potential amendment (see attached) to the
independent claims that would further incorporate the basic concept of the instant invention into the independent claims
and distinguish the invention from the sited prior art. Primary Exmainer Nguyen suggested changing "user” to "entity"
in the claims to further clarify the concept. Examiner Ouellette agreed that the sited prior art does not read on the
proposed amendment to the independent claims.

99



2 . ’

U.S. Appl. # 09/593,993 - A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method

Claims Through Amendment B

1. A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
juncture in a data-communications topology having associated
therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles, the 7
method including the steps of: . f

g{,':& Who ouhT o /?//‘CIM'/'/ 4 f/// 4 ’/”h«l«/"ﬁ/f / yohle

a) from a'w " electronically receiving a transaction

having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, electronically
searching a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one
null profile so that said electronic searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the
first partial profile;

?

o7
c) i) between the ggLﬁyand the databank, electronically
contracting for a royalty payment for the databank to own or
represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) between the e(”1‘!7and the databank, ‘)&e;ectronically
contracting for a royalty payment for the 2 to own or
represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least
one said proximate second partial profile, an ubstantially
thereafter the databank transmitting to the Jthe
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes extracting at
least one predetermined key portion of the first partial
profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined
key portions is then used as the first partial profile for the
electronic searching of the databank.

3. The method according to claim 2 wherein extracting
includes constructing at least one composite key for the
electronic searching of the databank using a combinatorial of
at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first
partial profile.
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4. The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically contracting includes selecting a pricing
structure according to a rating of the_user.

Z

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically contracting a right includes accepting an
obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer
of the agreed portion.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein
incorporating the agreed portion includes assigning a
credibility weighting to the agreed portion of the first
profile.

7. The method according to claim 6 wherein
incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility
weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility
weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a
proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new
credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. The method according to claim 7 wherein
electronically contracting includes selecting a pricing
structure according to a result of a computation
comparing the new credibility weighting with the pre-existing
credibility weighting.

9. The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes
consulting an external database.

10. The method according to claim 1 further including

i) electronically searching at least one external
database for a partial profile or portion thereof which
complements a at least one second partial profile of the
databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, electronically
contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to
a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at
least one second partial profile.
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11. A computer program product including a
computer usable medium having computer readable program code
embodied therein for facilitating descriptive profile . /}
mercantile activities, the computer readable program code

7 & 7
including: wlo %Afﬂr%7:(7/aﬁ7(j
mu

a) first computer readable program codg¢£6;/:;using a
computer to receive a transaction from a wsexr¥ the transaction
having therein a first partial profile; Ckh%>

b) tied to the first computer readable program code,
second computer readable program code for causing the computer
to use the first partial profile to search a databank having
a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included
in said databank at least one null profile so that said
searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile; and

¢) tied to the second computer readable program code,
third computer readable program code:

i) for causingnthe computer to contract for a royalty payment
between the ' 7and the databank for the databank to own or
represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter for said databank
to incorporate the agreed portion of the first profile

into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for causing, the computer to contract for a royalty payment
between the Yand the databank for the user to own or
represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least
one said proximate second partial profile, and sggftantlally
thereafter for the databank to transmit to the the

second mutually agreed portion of the second proflle.

12. A program storage device readable by
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions
executable by the machine to perform method steps for a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture
in a data-communications topology having associated therewith
a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps

including: (ke awns 47 ,e//e,cm/? a rpd? o ma/ﬁ//e/nﬁ o

a) from a Hgénﬁ receiving a transaction having therein
a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank
having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is
included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first p?rtial profile;

c) i) between the%ﬁk& ;nd the databank, contracting for a

royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a
first mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
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substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed
portion of the first profile into at least one second partial
profile; or

]

ii) between the s£§§1and the databank, contracting for a
royalty payment for the user to own or represent a right to a
second mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate
second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

13. A computer system for facilitating a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:

a) a computer installed at a juncture in a
data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for
keeping a maintained databank of partial profiles; and

c) associated with the internal functionality components
of the computer, appurtenances for performing method steps ”,é ’zgaé/
including: 7
rnetnaing A ko owhs o7 rprsent? 4 ry/f 7 ws/1PE )

i) from a et receiving a transaction having
therein a first partial profile;

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a
databank having a plurality of second partial profiles,
wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said searching will always yield at
least one proximate second partial profile to the first
partial profile;

1)
iii) (1) between the égégjand the databank, contracting for
a royalty payment for the databank to own or represent a
right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of
the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or v
o) |

(2) between the pe®r and the databank, contracting for
a royalty payment for the user to own or represent a right
to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one
said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting
to the &?.\ the second mutually agreed portion of
the second profile.
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é Application No.

09/593,993 SHKEDI, ROY

Applicant(s)

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

Jonathan Ouellette 3629 u(( /

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

)X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 January 2004.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)X Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application.
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5)] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X] Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected.
7)[] Claim(s)_____is/are objected to.
8)[] Claim(s)____are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[_] The drawing(s) filed on isfare: a)[] accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)J The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)JAIl  b)[]Some * ¢)[] None of:
1. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ____
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) @ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PT0O-413)
2) [] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _____
3) [] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) (] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20040517
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 2
Art Unit: 3629

DETAILED ACTION

‘Request for Continued Examination
1. The Request filed on 1/21/2004 for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114
based on parent Application No. 09/593,993 is acceptable and a RCE has been

established. An action on the RCE follows.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katz et al.
(US 6,055,513) in view of Goldhaber (US 5,855,008).

4. As per independent Claims 1, and 11-13, Katz discloses a descriptive-profile mercantile
method (computer program product, program storage device, computer system), for use
at a juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a
maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of: a) from a user,

electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile (C28 L11-14);

b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality of

second partial profiles (C28 L11-14), wherein is included in said databank at least one

null profile so that said electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate

107



Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 3
Art Unit: 3629

second partial profile to the first partial profile (inherent); i) for the databank to own or
represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile (C28 L17-28); or ii) for the user to own or
represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate
second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile (C28 L17-28).

5. Katz fails to expressly disclose electronically contracting a royalty payment between the

1~
user and the databank.

6. However, Goldhaber discloses the registerinf_z,/(contracting) of users by a third party, to
include profile and contact information (C12 L15-45), and providing compensation to
users who agree to sell their information to individual marketers (abstract, C7 L1-10, C8
L59-61) - and it would have been obvious to pay the third party (databank) for the
information, wherein the third party distributes a percentage of the fee to the profile
owner, as licensing/royalty agreements were a well known way of paying for information
when the invention was made.

7. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the
invention was made to have included electronically contracting a royalty payment
between the user and the databank, as disclosed by Goldhaber in the system disclosed by
Katz, for the advantage of providing a descriptive-profile mercantile method with the
ability to increase system effectivéness by offering several possible types of financial

arrangements between the user and the databank.
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 4
Art Unit: 3629
8. As per Claim 2, Katz discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction includes

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein at
least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial
profile for the electronic searching of the databank (C26 L13-17).

As per Claim 3, Katz discloses wherein extracting includes constructing at least one
composite key for the electronic searching of the databank using a combinatorial of at
least two of the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile (C17 L48-60).

As per Claim 4, Katz discloses wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a
pricing structure according to a rating of the user (C13 L41-46).

As per Claim 5, Katz discloses wherein electronically contracting a right includes
accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the agreed portion
(C2 L41-49).

As per Claim 6, Katz discloses wherein incorporating the agreed portion includes
assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of the first profile (C9 L23-27).
As per Claim 7, Katz discloses wherein incorporating includes convoluting the assigned
credibility weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a
substantially like agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the
convoluted new credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank (C9 L57-62).
As per Claim 8, Katz discloses wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a
pricing structure according to a result of a computation comparing the new credibility

weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.
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15. As per Claim 9, Katz discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction includes

16.

17.

18.

19.

consulting an external database (C9 L57-62).

As per Claim 10, Katz discloses i) electronically searching at least one external database
for a partial profile or portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and ii) between the database and the databank, electronically
contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion
of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile

(C9 L57-62).

Response to Arguments
Applicant's arguments filed 1/21/2004, regarding Claims 1-13, have been considered but

are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Ouellette whose telephone number is (703) 605-
0662. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8am -
5:00pm.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone numbers for
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned (703) 872-9306 for all
official communications.
20. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5484.

Tone 1,2004 e

JOHN G. WEISS
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600
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9/19/5 (Item 1 from file: 9)
DIALOG(R)File 9:Business & Industry(R)
(c) 2004 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv.

2632044 Supplier Number: 02632044 (THIS IS THE FULLTEXT)
Web Marketing News: Firms Tout Cost-Effective Tracking Tool
( Cybergold and Inference have jointly introduced Cash2 Register, which
enables consumers to fill out virtual product registration cards online)
DM News, v 21, n 41, p 26
November 01, 1999
DOCUMENT TYPE: Journal ISSN: 0194-3588 (United States)
LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: Fulltext
WORD COUNT: 614

ABSTRACT:

Cybergold Inc. and Inference Corp. say they have come up with the first
cost-effective way for manufacturers to know their customers and identify
their buying habits. Analysts question the claim.

TEXT:
Analysts question product's first-to-market claim

By Ted Kemp

Cybergold Inc. and Inference Corp. say they have come up with the first
cost-effective way for manufacturers to know their customers and identify
their buying habits. Analysts question the claim.

Online incentives firm Cybergold , Oakland, CA, and e-commerce software
firm Inference, Novato, CA, last month introduced Cash2Register, a program
that lets consumers fill out virtual product registration cards online.
People will receive a brightly colored slip of paper with the appliances,
electronics and other products shipped to them, and that slip will direct
them to a URL where they can register their new stuff. They'll receive a
cash incentive offer in the process.

The program is meant to be an improvement over traditional, offline
registration cards, which people mail in only between 1 percent and 3
percent of the time, according to Steven Farber, chief operating officer of

Cybergold . He said buying trends and information on individual consumers
can be valuable to manufacturers that want to more effectively target their
market. Manufacturers using the program will pay a fee for each registered
buyer.

Cybergold and Inference said in a prepared statement that before
Cash2Register, "there was no efficient, cost-effective way for
manufacturers to identify their customers, track buying patterns and
develop one-to-one relationships." Farber told DM News that conversations
with analysts from Jupiter Communications, New York, and Forrester
Research, Cambridge, MA, affirmed the statement.

photo omitted

But Jim Nail, senior analyst at Forrester, said the companies might be
hyping things a bit. "It's a novel idea, but give me a break," Nail said.

"Does the Internet give (manufacturers) an ability to do it more
cost-efficiently, better, faster, smarter, cheaper than they've ever done
it before? Absolutely. Does Cash2Register? Cash2Register's just a

little piece," he said.

"I guess I would rephrase that" Jupiter analyst Melissa Shore said of the
claims from Cybergold and Inference. She said the typical manufacturer

10of2 6/1/04 11:14 AM
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"doesn't necessarily have access . to the data" it needs for setting up
individual relationships with buyers. Shore noted that, for example, makers
of products generally don't have consumer-monitoring programs that are as
effective as the frequent shopper cards that grocery stores can use to
track purchases.

Executives at Cybergold and Inference insisted that Cash2Register will be
an effective marketing weapon. Farber said he expects the program's
response rates to reach as high as 35 percent -- vastly better than
traditional product registration cards.

Incentives will range between $1 and $15 depending on the product being
registered, Farber said, though he could provide no specifics because
Inference, which will sell Cash2Register under license from Cybergold |,
is still in talks with its first clients for the product. Incentives will
account for at least half the total amount manufacturers will pay for each
registration; the remainder will be go to Inference, which will, in turn,
pay a royalty to Cybergold . Manufacturers will be allowed to pick and
choose what questions they want to ask consumers during the registration
process.

Should the program work, Cybergold stands to boost its base of registered
members -- a pool of cybershoppers already 3.3 million-strong and growing
by about 9,000 daily. Manufacturers will have their own individualized URLs
where people register their products, but the cash rewards will be made
available through Cybergold 's existing online incentives program.

The firm sets up accounts for its members, adding money when people take
desired actions online such as making purchases. Consumers can transfer
that money as they choose to their credit cards, bank accounts and
charities, or they can apply it toward further purchases.

Cybergold and Inference plan to market Cash2Register to their existing
members and corporate partners. Specifics on those campaigns are not yet
available, executives said.

Copyright 1999 Mill Hollow Corporation

COMPANY NAMES: CYBERGOLD INC; INFERENCE CORP

INDUSTRY NAMES: Applications software; Business services; Information
industry; Online services; Software

PRODUCT NAMES: Advertising NEC (731900); Applications software packages
NEC (737279); On-line service providers (737500)

CONCEPT TERMS: All company; All market information; All product and
service information; Internet activity; Joint venture; Product
introduction; Users

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES: North America (NOAX); United States (USA)
?
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Pharmaceuticl News Idx 1974-2004/May W3
(c)2004 ProQuest Info&Learning

:American Banker Publications 1981-2004/May 28

(c) 2004 American Banker

:Journal of Commerce 1986-2004/May 31

(c) 2004 Commonwealth Bus. Media
Insurance Periodicals 1984-1999/Nov 15
(c) 1999 NILS Publishing Co.

:TGG Aerospace/Def.Mkts (R) 1986-2004/May 31

(c) 2004 The Gale Group

:NTIS 1964-2004/May W5

(c) 2004 NTIS, Intl Cpyrght All Rights Res

:Transport Res (TRIS) 1970-2004/Apr

(c) fmt only 2004 Dialog Corp.

:Business Dateline(R) 1985-2004/May 28

(c) 2004 ProQuest Info&Learning

:Gale Group MARS(R) 1984-2004/May 31

(c) 2004 The Gale Group

:Employee Benefits 1986-2004/May

(c) 2004 Int.Fdn.of Empl.Ben.Plans

:Gale Group Magazine DB(TM) 1959-2004/May 28

(c) 2004 The Gale group

:Ei Compendex(R) 1970-2004/May W4

(c) 2004 Elsevier Eng. Info. Inc.

:JICST-EPlus 1985-2004/May W2

(c)2004 Japan Science and Tech Corp (JST)

:Social SciSearch(R) 1972-2004/May W4

(c) 2004 Inst for Sci Info

:Banking Info Source 1981-2004/May W3

(c) 2004 ProQuest Info&Learning

:Bond Buyer Full Text 1981-2004/May 28

(c) 2004 Bond Buyer
Finance & Banking Newsletters 2004/Jun 01
(c) 2004 The Dialog Corp.

:EconLit 1969-2004/May

(c) 2004 American Economic Association

:KR/T Bus.News. 1992-2004/Jun 01

(c)2004 Knight Ridder/Tribune Bus News
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S2 323
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S4 15
S5 10
Sé6 195
s7 15
S8 14
S9 2
S10 2
S11 2

Description
WINWIN?

RD (unique items)
S2 AND PROFILE
MONEYFORMAIL?

RD (unique items)
CYBERGOLD

S6 AND LICENSE
RD (unique items)
S8 AND ROYALTY
S6 AND ROYALTY
RD (unique items)
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FILES
:ABI/Inform(R) 1971-2004/Jun 01
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9

610

810

275

476

624

621:Gale Group New Prod.Annou. (R) 1985-2004/May 28

636

613

813

16

160

634

148

20

35

583

65

2

233

474

475

(c) 2004
:Business
(c) 2004
:Business
(c) 2004
:Business
(c) 1999

"

ProQuest Info&Learning

& Industry(R) Jul/1994-2004/May 28
The Gale Group

Wire 1999-2004/Jun 01

Business Wire.

Wire 1986-1999/Feb 28

Business Wire

:Gale Group Computer DB (TM) 1983-2004/May 31

(c) 2004

The Gale Group

:Financial Times Fulltext 1982-2004/Jun 01

(c) 2004

Financial Times Ltd

:McGraw-Hill Publications 1985-2004/May 31

(c) 2004

(c) 2004

:Gale Group Newsletter DB (TM)

(c) 2004

McGraw-Hill Co. Inc
The Gale Group

The Gale Group

:PR Newswire 1999-2004/Jun 01

(c) 2004

PR Newswire Association Inc

:PR Newswire 1987-1999/Apr 30

(c) 1999

PR Newswire Association Inc

:Gale Group PROMT(R) 1990-2004/May 31

(c) 2004

The Gale Group

:Gale Group PROMT (R) 1972-1989

(c) 1999
:San Jose
(c) 2004

:Gale Group Trade & Industry DB 1976-2004/May 31

The Gale Group
Mercury Jun 1985-2004/May 25
San Jose Mercury News

(c)2004 The Gale Group
:Dialog Global Reporter 1997-2004/Jun 01

(c) 2004

The Dialog Corp.

:Dissertation Abs Online 1861-2004/May

(c) 2004

ProQuest Info&Learning

:Gale Group Globalbase(TM) 1986-2002/Dec 13

(c) 2002

The Gale Group

:Inside Conferences 1993-2004/May W5

(c) 2004

BLDSC all rts. reserv.

: INSPEC 1969-2004/May W4

(c) 2004
:Internet
(c) 2003
:New York
(c) 2004

Institution of Electrical Engineers
& Personal Comp. Abs. 1981-2003/Sep
EBSCO Pub.

Times Abs 1969-2004/May 31

The New York Times

:Wall Street Journal Abs 1973-2004/May 28

(c) 2004

The New York Times

99:Wilson Appl. Sci & Tech Abs 1983-2004/Apr
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348

349:PCT FULLTEXT 1979-2002/UB=20040527,UT=20040520

(c) 2004

:SoftBase:Reviews, Companies&Prods. 82-2004/Apr

The HW Wilson Co.

(c)2004 Info.Sources Inc

: EUROPEAN
(c) 2004

(c) 2004
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European Patent Office
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WINWIN?
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Frequently Asked Questions

Membership Aqreement

Forget Your Email Address Contact Us

Forget Your Password

Your attention is valuable, and you deserve to be paid for
it. Cybergold is working to create "win - win" exchanges
between consumers and marketers. We are making it possible
to literally pay for attention.

Cybergold is your "attention broker". We find advertisers that
want to pay you for your attention. As with any trusted broker,
participation is completely voluntary and privacy is protected
absolutely. You can opt out at any time, and no advertiser will
ever get your name or email address.

The site you see today is only the beginning. Cybergold
technology will also match ads and other online information to
your personal interests and demographics. We envision a
world in which "every ad is a wanted ad".

iHiother help topics

Request a New Password
Request your exact Email Address

Read our Frequently Asked Questions "FAQs"
Review the Member Agreement

Ask Customer Service

Go back to the Log In Page

Home | Earn | Shop | Spend | My Account | Help
Tour | Privacy | Company Info. | Investor Relations | Legal Notices

©1998,1999,2000 Cybergold, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Helpout popup-6+3

http://web.archive.org/web/20000301220633/www]1.cybergold.com/popup?helpout_req&sessi... 6/1/04
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Set Items Description
S1 12 PERSONAL (W) PROFILE AND ROYALTY (W5) PAY?
s2 12 RD (unique items)
S3 1818 PROFILE AND ROYALTY (W5) PAY?
S4 1172 RD (unique items)
S5 33 S4 AND PROFILE (W3) INFORMATION
S6 1552813 ROYALTY OR LICENSE
S7 27777 USER (W) PROFILE OR CUSTOMER (W) PROFILE OR CONSUMER (W) PROFILE
S8 34387 USER (W) PROFILE OR CUSTOMER (W) PROFILE OR CONSUMER (W) PROFILE
OR PERSONAL (W) PROFILE
S9 1796 S6 AND S8
S10 2250960 DATABANK OR DATABASE
S11 861 S9 AND S10
S12 671 RD (unique items)
S13 1 S12 AND PARTIAL (W) PROFILE
S14 251 S12 AND CONTRACT?
S15 15 SELL (W3) PROFILE (W3 ) INFORMATION
S16 6 RD (unique items)
il .
Lofl 5/27/04 12:11 PM
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T S28/FULL/52

28/9/52 (Item 1 from file: 608)
DIALOG(R)File 608:KR/T Bus.News.
(c)2004 Knight Ridder/Tribune Bus News. All rts. reserv.

06761904 (THIS IS THE FULLTEXT)

Some Internet Users Gladly Give Up Personal Data for Even a Small Price
Kristi Heim
San Jose Mercury News, Calif
March 20, 2000
DOCUMENT TYPE: NEWSPAPER RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
WORD COUNT: 1377

TEXT: By Kristi Heim, San Jose Mercury News, Calif.

Mar. 20--How many people would give an Internet marketing company
intimate details about their lives -- the names and birth dates of their
kids, how much money they save each month, their health concerns and even
the license plate number and mileage on the family Honda?

The answer: about 11 million, in the case of just one company that has
found a way to persuade Americans to trade their personal igfg;maeiqg‘gg;/

advige th ha of a w di plan.
At a time when surveéys show Web surfers are deeply worried about

companies building huge databases about them, a growing number of online
marketers have found they can collect the most revealing details about
people simply by asking for them.

"Because the Internet is a more intimate media, it plays by different
rules -- the first rule is permission," says Jim Nail, senior analyst with
technology research firm Forrester. "If you want something from me, tell me
why and what you're going to do with it. Show me a reason why giving up
this information wiflll improve my life."

That's whatEE%eMinders.com, WinWin.com, MoneyforMail.ca%)and other
companies in the growing "permission-based marketing" industry are trying
to do.

Virginia-based LifeMinders raked in $14 million last year minding
other people's business. It sends personalized e-mail greetings reminding
registered users of anniversaries, telling them when it's time to prune the
roses, warning parents about a recall of their children's toys or a
breakout of Lyme disease in their neighborhood.

That's a hook that has prompted 500,000 new members a week to sign up,
"opt in" and volunteer dozens of pieces of personal information on
questionnaires tailored to the topics that interest them.

Take Joan Schramm, 46, a performing arts center manager in Washington,
D.C. -- one of several users whose names the company provided with their
approval. sShe has used LifeMinders for a year and has no qualms about
giving the company details about her income, savings, car, pets, recreation
and travel.

The messages remind her to get her oil changed and how to prepare
taxes and research stocks. She even received notices about two recalls on
her 1999 Ford Explorer.

"I found I wasn't getting all kinds of weird stuff, so gradually I
signed up for more," she said, adding that she's not too worried about her
personal data being abused.

"People are out there scrounging trash cans finding information, too,"
Schramm said. "There's a point at which you would not want to make yourself
crazy worrying about it."

But she draws the line when it comes to giving her data to another
company. "I'd be seriously upset," she says. "They said they wouldn't do
that."

Krista Linza, a 27-year-old sales representative from Virginia, says
she relies on her daily LifeMinders notices for information on disciplining
children, buying gifts, remembering to take vitamins and finding out what
movies to see. "You don't have a lot of time to read anymore," she says. "I
get a lot of interesting news and articles that make me a more well-rounded
person."
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She and the other 11 million LifeMinders users also get a lot of
advertising.

The company makes its money by wrapping ads around the reminders.
Companies that have signed up include Healtheon/WebMD, PetSmart, Home
Depot, Kimberly-Clark, Ralston Purina, Borders.com, eNutrition, Bank One,
Providian Financial, InsWeb and onmoney.com.

All of these companies are eager to target their ads to the people
most likely to buy. Dog owners, clearly, are more inclined to buy Purina
Chow than someone who doesn't own a pet.
strategy is what's driving online advertising companies like

; which track Web surfing patters in an attempt to serve up more
relevant ads. The big difference: DoubleClick collects information on
surfing habits without the user knowing, and the company isn't offering the
kind of special inducements that LifeMinders and others do for that kind of
detailed data.

DoubleClick became embroiled in controversy when it planned to match
Web surfing behavior with millions of names and addresses in an offline

database pressure from privacy advocates and consumers,
DoubleClick drapped those plans.

But a§ has discovered, users don't necessarily mind giving
up data as Io €y have a say in how it's used. In a recent survey of
10,000 Internet users by Forrester, more than two-thirds said they're
willing to provide personal information, but 90 percent said they want to
control how that information is used after it's collected. Forrester
projects the market for online advertising to grow from $3.3 billion last
year to $33 billion by 2004.

LifeMinders does not send out e-mail to people who have not opted in,
said President and CEO Stephen R. Chapin Jr. LifeMinders matches
information users provide about themselves with their buying habits
collected automatically when they click on ads in their personalized e-mail
messages. .

While the company says it doesn't share members' names and addresses
with anyone, LifeMinders does give advertisers a direct channel into
mailboxes. The company guarantees that each advertiser appears in millions
of personalized messages each month. Advertisers can tell whether the
message was opened, and get a breakdown of the readers' ages, genders and
income levels.

Chapin, who started his career building a data warehouse for credit
card companies, said he believes his company can maintain customer loyalty.
"If I sold that data, all my trust would be gone," he said.

"Usage increases over time because we learn more about you," he said.
"Then we gi u more of what you "

o capitalize on this~kind of marketing
include MoneyforMail.com, Cybergold and WinWin.com.

"People are perfectl to give-out_pe information as long
as they get something back," says WinWin.com CEO Kieran Clifford. "Why
would you let someone come and use your car as a taxi if they didn't even
ask your permission or_give a sh i t nue m_it?"

Consumer dissatisfaction with online ads is evident in de€lining click
rates, he says.

Providing financial rewards to viewers is one way to make advertising
more efficient, he says.

On the WinWin Web site, consumers fill out a personal profile and

gquestionnaires related to their interests. %Egx_gg2_LQQE~£Q}}§S£_29-922223§
ég;jpg_yalge~o€~€he—aduertigigg_;hgx\gggg. ‘banner ad costs the advertiser

, 80 the consumer who clicks on it-gets 20 cents. If the consumer simply
mouses over the ad, he gets 10 cents.

"The reward is just incidental," Clifford maintains, adding that the
company filters out people visiting just for money by measuring the time
they spend at the site.

"We make no secret of the fact that we use a cookie. It can actually
make your experience better if it's used ethically."

o papers _can see what information i callacted on-them-and changeor
elete elr profiles anytime, as théy can on the LifeMi site.

C and addresses are on a separate computer

5/27/04 12:25 PM
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in a different location from the one on which their profiles are held.
"We're adamant that we won't get hacked, so we don't even trust a
firewall," Clifford said.
Advertisers can see data on WinWin's Web site and zero in on their
target customers. They can find out exactly how many people drink

chardonnay and are fans of the Denver Broncos, for instance, Clifford says.

They can then send banner ads to those specific customers.

Far from the depersonalized shopping experience of strip malls,
Clifford says the wave of the future is creating an intimate experience
connecting the business and consumer.

"Eventually, every business in America will be able to reach its
target customer," he says.

To see more of the San Jose Mercury News, or to subscribe to the
newspaper, go to http://www.sjmercury.com

(c) 2000, San Jose Mercury News, Calif. Distributed by Knight
Ridder/Tribune Business News.

COMPANY NAMES: Bank One ; Borders ; Denver Broncos ; Eventually ; Home
Depot ; Honda ; Kimberly Clark ; Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News ;
LifeMinders ; PetSmart ; Providian Financial ; Ralston Purina ; San Jose
Mercury News

DESCRIPTORS: Internet/Online

TICKER SYMBOLS: LFMN; F; HLTH; PETM; HD; KMB; RAL; BGP; ONE; PVN; DCLK
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In the United Statés Patent and Trademark Office

Serial Number: 09 / 593,993

Appn. Filed: 6/14/2000

Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi

Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examinet/GAU: Ouellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

[Request For Continued Examination)

Mail Stop AF

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

-

Dear Sir or Madam:
In response to the Office Action mailed 11/20/03, and consistent with the procedural agreement
reached in Applicant's 1/20/04 interview with Examiner, Applicant hereby requests continued

prosecution of this application under 37 CFR 1.114, and that Amendment B in the application be
entered. The requisite fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is attached.

Ji/25/8004 AUTDRFY 05000003 093533

3 2Cezl00 353,00 €7

PAGE 13/16 * RCVD AT 1/21/2004 3:12:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:410-666-7274 * DURATION imnv-ss):12-oo

123



From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 36’ Date: 01/21/04 Time: 3I1‘M

N

)

»

Appn. Number 09/5 3 S H GAU 3629 R st for Continued Examination

gistered Practitioner #46,718

2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Tel. (410) 666-7274

Page 14 of 16

Certificate of Fax Transmission: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced

attachments, if any, was faxed to the U.S. Patent Office at 703-872-9306.

21 January 2004 ' M‘ 'gﬂ‘/
ijm A. Galbreath .

PAGE 14/16 * RCVD AT 1/21/2004 3:12:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time} * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729308 * CSID:410-666-7274 * DURATION (mm-ss):12-00

124



From: Johi A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 36. Date: 01/21/04 Time: 3:1.DM Page 15 of 16

o/

PTQ/SB/17 (01-03)
Appfwed for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0032
rk Office; DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

F EE TRANSMITTAL Complte
Application Number 09/593,993
f or FY 2 o 0 3 Filing Date 6/14/2000
Effective 01/01/2003. Patent fees are subject to annual rovision. First Named Inventor | _Shkedi, Roy
X Examiner Name Ouellette, Jonathan P.
icant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27
Appl ity Art Unit 3629
\_TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($) 385 Attorney Docket No. ]
i e —_——
METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) FEE CALCULATION (continued)
[ Tcheck [x] Credtcars |_] Money [ ] Other | Inono | 3. ADDITIONAL FEES
[ oepost Account: ° Large Entity | Small Entity
posit Accoun Fee Foe |Feo Foe Foe Description
Depo:rn‘it Code ($) [Code ($) Foa Pald
Aecou - 1051 130 2031 €5 Surchargs - iate filing fee or cath
Deposit _ .
Aﬁcﬁfm ) 1052 60 |2052 25 Surd:arge ; tate provisional filing fee or
amoe
. Py aak 1s authorized to: (chock e that apply) 1053 130 [1053 130 :_lon-Engﬂsh speciﬂqauon
Charga fea(s) indicated below Credit any overpayments 1812 2,520 |1812 2,520 For filing a request for ax parte reexamination
Charge any addifional fee(s) during the p y of this application| 1804 920°) 1804 920" Requesting publication of SIR pror to
, [CJenarge fee(s) indicated beiow, excapt tor the filing fee 1805 1,840°| 1805 1,840 Requesting publication of SIR after
to the above-identifiod deposit account. Examiner action
FEE CALCULATION 1251 110 | 2261 55 Exension vf: reply mn first month W
n
1. BASIC FILING FEE 1252 4102252 205 Extenslon for reply within sacond mon
P_.,m Entity Small Entity 1253 930 | 2253 485 Extension for reply within third month
F Eca Description Feo Pald § 1254 1450} 2254 725 Extension for reply within fourth month
Utisty filing feo 1255 1,970 | 2255 985 Extension for reply within fifth month
165 Dasign filing fee 1401 320 | 2401 180 Notice of Appeal -
1003 520 |2003 260 Plant filing foe 1402 320 | 2402 160 Fillng a brief in support of an appeal
1004 750 |2004 375 Relssue fiing fee 1403 280 ) 2403 140 Request for oral hearing
1005 160 2005 890 Provisional filing fee 1451 1,510 | 1451 1,510 Petition to institute a public use p fing
SUBTOTAL (1) I (3) I 1452 110 | 2452 55 Petition to revive - unavoidable
1453 1,300 | 2453 650 Patition to revive - unintantional
2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILIT!‘\”&REISSUE 1601 1,300 | 2501 650 Undity issue e (or reissue)
Extm_qmuim __halow % 1502 470 | 2502 235 Design issue fee
Yotal Claims 207 = x[___]1d | 1503 s30f 2503 315 Plantissus fee
Claims o -3 Ix I 1460 130] 1460 130 Petivons to the Commissioner
Muhipio Dapandent 1 | 1607 s0| 1807 s0 Processing fee undar 37 CFR 1.17(q)
Large Entity | Smp)) Entity 1806 180 ] 1808 180 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt
Fee Fee Feo Fee Eoe Description
Code ($) Code ($) 8021 40l 8021 40 Recording each patent assignment per
1202 18 2202 9 Claimsin excess of 20 property (times number of propertias)
. 1808 750 | 2809 375 Filing a submission after final rejection
1201 84 2201 42 independent ciaims in excess of 3 (37 CFR 1.129(a))
1203 280 2203 140 Muttiple dependent ctaim, Hnotpaid | 1810 750 | 2810 375 For each additional invention to be
1204 84 2204 42 °* Reissue independant claims B examined (37 C b)
over original patent 801 750 | 2801 376 R for Continued Examinalion (Rc_E_'ﬁ $385
1205 18 2205 9 " Reissueclaims in excess of 20 1602 800 | 180Z BUU Request for expediied examinalion
and over original patent of a design application
Other fee (specify)
swwrota  [® | =
**or number eld, i ter; For Relssues. 566 above Roducad by Basic Filing Fee Paid SUBTOTAL (3) |($ 38_5
-SURMITIEDR OY (Complete (7 sppiicabia)
Ry No, - -
Name (Prin/Type) JohmA. Galbrgath/— 4, I !eglmm I 46718 Tolophoned 10-600-7274
Signature J AL~ bata | 1/21/04 -

WARNING: Anformation on this form may become pubilc. Credit card information should not

be Incdudod on this form. Provide credit card informatlon and authorization on PTO-2038.
This collection of information is red by 37 CFR 1.17 and 1.27. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to px ) an applicati Cor ity is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes o complets,
including gamenng. preparing, and submitting the compieted application form o the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infarmation Olficer, U.S. Patent and

Trademavk Office. U. s Department of Commerce, Washington, OC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
t for P. ts, Washington, DC 20231.

H you neod assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2,
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UNITED STATES Q‘ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE .

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
P.O. Box 1450

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-145

MAR - | 2004
MAILED

JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH MAR -1 2004
2516 CHESTNUT WOODS CT OFFICE OF T,
REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 Te seon RECTOR
In re application of

Roy Shkedi :
Application No. 09/593,993 : DECISION ON REQUEST
Filed: June 14, 2000 : FOR WITHDRAWAL OF
For: DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE : ATTORNEY

METHOD

This is a decision on the request filed on July 7, 2003 under 37 CFR 1.36 and
MPEP 402.06, requesting permission to withdraw as the attorney of record in the
above-identified application.

The request is NOT APPROVED as MOOT.

Under 37 CFR 1.36 an attorney may withdraw only upon application to and
approval by the Commissioner. It should be noted that a withdrawal is effective
when approved, not when filed. Besides giving due notice to his or her client and
delivering to the client all papers and property to which the client is entitled as
specified under 37 CFR 10.40, approval of such a request requires that the
following conditions be met:

A) Each attorney of record must sign the notice of withdrawal, or the
notice must contain a clear indication of one attorney signing on behalf of
another, because the Office does not recognize law firms;

B) A proper reason for the withdrawal as enumerated in 37 CFR
10.40(b) or subsection (1)-(6) of 37 CFR 10.40(c) must be provided; and

C) If withdrawal is requested in accordance with 37 CFR 10.40(c) above,
there must be at least 30 days between approval of the withdrawal and the
later of the expiration date of a time period for reply or the expiration date
of the period which can be obtained by a petition and fee for extension of
time under 37 CFR 1.136(a).
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The request to withdraw as attorney in this application is not approved as moot
because a revocation of power of attorney to all attorneys named in the original
declaration and a new power of attorney to Customer No. 24271 was submitted
to the United States Patent and Trademark Office on October 14, 2003. The
power of attorney therefore has already been withdrawn as per the Notice to that
effect mailed October 2, 2003.

DN _

Steven N. M&yers

Special Programs Examiner
Patent Technology Center 3600
(703) 308-3868

SNM/mjz: 2/23/04

cc:

Jay F. Moldovanyi Esq.

Fay Sharpe Fagan Minnich & McKee LLP

1100 Superior Avenue, 7" Floor
Cleveland, OH 44114-2518
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From: Joh~n A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 3’ - Date: 01/21/04 Tlme 3 Page 2 of 16

eya
WFFICIAL

In the United States Patent and Trademark Office RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER
Serial Number: 09 / 593,993 , . JAN 21 2004

Appn. Filed: 6/14/2000

. Applicant(s): Roy Shkedi
Appn. Title: A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
Examiner/GAU: Ouellette, Jonathan P. / 3629

Amendment B

Mail Stop AF

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir or Maaam:

In response to the Office Action mailed 11/20/03, and consistent with the discussion and
agreements reached in Applicant's 1/20/04 interview with Examiner, Applicant requests that the

- above application be amended as follows. Please note that attached to this amendment is a
Request for Continued Examination and the requisite fee, such that the amendment may be
immediately entered.
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 _(Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B contd. 2

CLAIM AMENDMENTS

1. (Currently Amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a
Jjuncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a user, electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial

profile;

| - b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null

profile so that said electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate

-

second partial profile to the first partial profile;

i) between the user and the databank, electronically contracting for a royalty

payment for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion

of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank -
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B contd. 3

ii) between the user and the databank, electronically contracting for a rovalty

payment for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion
of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of

the second profile.

| 2. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein

clectronically receiving a transaction includes extracting at least one
predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein at least one of
these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial
profile for the electronic searching of the databank.

3. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 2 wherein
extracting includes constructing at least one composite key for the
clectronic mmcﬂng of the databank using a combinatorial of at least two of

the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile. ‘

4. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein electronically

contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.
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Appn. Number_09/593,993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B_contd, 4

5. (Previously Amended) The method according fo claim 1 wherein
electronically contracting a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for

substantially each use or transfer of the agreed portion.

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein incorporating the
agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed

portion of the first profile.

7. (Original) 'Ihe method according to claim 6 wherein incorporating
includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile
with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed
portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new

credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.
8. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 7 wherein
_ electronically contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to

a result of a computation comparing the new credibility weighting with the

pre-existing credibility weighting.
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 {Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B contd. 5

9. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein
electronically receiving a transaction includes consulting an external

database.
10. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 further including

i) electronically searching at least one external database for a partial profile or portion

\ ' thereof which complements a at least one second partial profile of the databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, electronically contracting for the databank to -
own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
parttal profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incérporating the agreed

portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile.
11. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including a computer usable
medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating
descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program code

including:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a computer to receive a

transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first partial profile;
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Appn. Number 09/593,993 {Shkedi) . GAU 3629 Amnt. B contd. 6

b) tied to the first computer readable program i:ode, second computer readable
program code for causing the computer to use the first partial profile to search a
databank having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included

in said databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at

least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile; and

¢) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer readable

i) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the user and
tie databank for the databank to own or reprcs;:'nt a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profille, and substantially thereafter for said databank

to incorporate the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or

ii) for causing the computer to contract for a royalty payment between the user and
the databank for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user the second mutually agreed

portion of the second profile.
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 (Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B contd.

12. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by
_ machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform method steps fora descriptive-profile mercantile method, for
use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having associated therewith

a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:
‘\ : a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;
b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second

partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so

that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile

to the first partial profile;

i) between the user and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for the
databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed

portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 {Shkedi) GAU 3629 Amnt. B _contd. . 8

ii) between the user and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for the

user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at l.east one
said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafier the databank

transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

13. (Currently Amended) A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile

mercantile method, the system including:
\ a) acomputer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a maintained

databank of partial profiles; and

¢) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

appurtenances for performing method steps including:

i) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second
partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that

said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the

first partial profile;
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. (1) between the user and the databank, contracting for a royalty payment for the

databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
l first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the

agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or

(2) between the user and the databank, contracting for a royalty pavment for the

user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one
- said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the databank

trnsmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.
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REMARKS

In the 1/21/04 interview, Applicant and Examiner agreed that the above claim amendments
distinguish the invention over Katz '513, because the amendments further define the contracting
aspect of the invention as involving a royalty payment. Katz does not disclose nor contemplate
contracting for a royalty payment.

Further, consistent with the discussion during the interview, in independent Claims 1 and 11-13
the preamble preceding the alternative sections (connected with an "or") has been moved down
into each alternative section, in order to clarify that the elements in the preamble and the
additional royalty payment element apply to each alternative section.

Finally, since independent Claims 1 and 11-13 now define patentably over the prior art,
dependent claims 2-10 also define patentably.

CONCLUSION
For all of the above reasons, Applicant submits that the claims are now in proper form, and that

the claims all define patentably over the prior art. Therefore Applicant submits that this
application is fdw in condition for allowance, which action they respectfully solicit.

Very respectfully,

R egxstered Practitioner #46,718
2516 Chestnut Woods Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Tel. (410) 666-7274
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Appn. Number 09/593.993 Shkedi GAU 3629 Amnt. B _contd. 11

Certificate of Fax Transmission: I certify that on the date below, this document and referenced
attachments, if any, was faxed to the U.S. Patent Office at 703-872-9306.

21 Jaﬁuary 2004 &o'/,u_ 74 Gv(/&”v—‘
OJoIm A. Galbreath
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From: pr:n A. Galbreath To: USPTO - GAU 3(. ) . M Date: 01/21/04 Time: 3:. PM pa}m)e"‘

RECEIVED
FAX CENTER

JAN 2 1 2004
The Bright Ideas Company, Inc. /

OFFICIAL

Confidential
To: USPTO - GAU 3629 From: John A. Galbreath
Company: _ ‘
Fax Number: 1-703-872-9306 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
: 21 Jan. 2004
After-Final

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please enter the attached formal amendment to Appli # 09/593,993, .
and forward to Examiner Jonathan Ouellette in GAU 8629 as soon as’possible.
Please note that also included is a Request for Continied Examij
the requisite fee, so that the amendment may be immedi entered.
If you have any questions, just give me a call at 410-666-7274.

,4,_74'. L) A

: (J n Galbreath
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. 09/593,993 SHKEDI, ROY
Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit
Jonathan Ouellette 3629

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) Jonathan OQuellette. (3)John Galbreath.

(2) John Weiss (SPE). (4)Roy Shkedi.

Date of Interview: 20 January 2004.
Type: a)] Telephonic b)[] Video Conference
¢)IX Personal [copy given to: 1) applicant  2)[] applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)[ ] Yes €)X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: 1 and 11-13.

Identification of prior art discussed: Katz (US 6,055,513).

Agreement with respect to the claims f)[X] was reached. g)[] was not reached. h)[C] N/A.

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet.

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.)

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY
FORM, WICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an
Attachment to a signed Office action.

Examiner's signature, if required
¥

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summary Paper No. 13
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) Application No. 09/593,993

Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an
agreement was reached, or any other comments: The applicant and attorney reviewed the basic concepts of the
invention and outlined the similarities and differences with the prior art of Katz. Mr. Galbreath proposed an amendment
to the independent claims (1 and 11-13), which would integrate the "royalty payments" element described in the
specification. Agreement was reached between Examiner Ouellette, Mr. Weiss, Mr. Galbreath, and Mr. Shkedi that the
prior art of Katz did not contain a royalty payment element, and submitting the amendment would distinguish the instant
invention from the cited prior art of Katz. Examiner Ouellette suggested filing an RCE, as the amendment would be
after-final, and would neccesitate an additional search.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Tradémark ;0!
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS'

P.O. B .

Alexanod):'xa Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USPLo.gov

L APPLICATION NO. ] FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR [ ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. I
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221
2427 7590 11/20/2003 | EXAMINER |
JOHN ALEXANDER GALBREATH OUELLETTE, JONATHAN P
2516 CHESTNUT WOODS CT
REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 [ ArTuNIT | PAPERNUMBER |

3629

DATE MAILED: 11/20/2003

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03)
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‘ ' Application No. ' Applicant(s)

N
09/593,993 SHKEDI, ROY i
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
Jonathan Ouellette 3629

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Ifthe period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- I NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
eamned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 September 2003.
2a)X] This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-final.

3)[ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)X Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5)] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected.
7)[J Claim(s) ____is/are objected to. .
8)[] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[_] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[_] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120

12)X)  Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)} Al b)[] Some * ¢)[J None of:
1.X) Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] cCertified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. .
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
13)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application)
since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet.
37 CFR 1.78.
a) [0 The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received.
14)[]] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78.

Attachment(s)

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) |:] Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). .
2) D Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) E] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)

3) [:] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) D Other:

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 8
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DETAILED ACTION

Drawings

1. The objection to the Applicant’s Drawings is withdrawn.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101
2. The rejection of Claims 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. 101 is withdrawn due to Applicant’s

Amendment.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(¢) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent,
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English
language.

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Katz et al. (US
6,055,513).

5. Asper independent Claims 1, and 11-13, Katz discloses a descriptive-profile mercantile
method (computer program product, program storage device, computer system), for use
at a juncture in a data-communications topology ﬁaving associated therewith a

maintained databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of: a) from a user,
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electronically receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile (C28 L11-14);
b) using the first partial profile, electronically searching a databank having a plurality of
second partial profiles (C28 L11-14), wherein is included in said databank at least one
null profile so that said electronic searching will always yield at least one proximate
second partial profile to the first partial profile (inherent) c) between the user and the
databank, electronically contracting: i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a
first mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said
databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second
partial profile (C28 L17-28); or ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed
portion of the second profile (C28 L17-28).

6. As per Claim 2, Katz discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction includes
extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein at
least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial
profile for the electronic searching of the databank (C26 L13-17).

7. As per Claim 3, Katz discloses wherein extracting includes constructing at least one
composite key for the electronic searching of the databank using a combinatorial of at
least two of the predetermined key portions of the first partial profile (C17 L48-60).

8. As per Claim 4, Katz discloses wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a

pricing structure according to a rating of the user (C13 L41-46).
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9. As per Claim 5, Katz discloses wherein glectronically contracting a right includes

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the agreed portion
(C2 L41-49).

As per Claim 6, Katz discloses wherein incorporating the agreed portion includes
assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of the first profile (C9 L23-27).
As per Claim 7, Katz discloses wherein incorporating includes convoluting the assigned
credibility weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a
substantially like agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the
convoluted new credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank (C9 L57-62).
As per Claim 8, Katz discloses wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a
pricing structure according to a result of a computation comparing the new credibility
weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting ().

As per Claim 9, Katz discloses wherein electronically receiving a transaction includes
consulting an external database (C9 L57-62).

As per Claim 10, Katz discloses i) electronically searching at least one external database
for a partial profile or portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and ii) between the database and the databank, electronically
contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion
of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile

(C9 L57-62).
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Response to Arguments
Applicant's arguments filed 10/2/2003, regarding Claims 1-13, have been fully
considered but they are not persuasive. The rejection will remain as final, based on the
sited prior art.
The application makes the argument that the prior art fails to teach the “knowledge
transfer value” aspect of e-commerce (applicant’s “brokerage representation model”),
with regards to the contracting/transferring of partial profiles between the e-commerce
merchant and “the databank.”
However, Katz does disclose wherein the telemarketing system acquires primary
transaction data/customer identification data from a user (first partial profile), and using
the primary transaction data (SSN) to search third party databases, in order to obtain a
second data element relating to the user (second partial profile) (Abstract, C8 1L34-67, C9
L21-64). Katz further discloses wherein the third party databases include credit
worthiness agencies (Experian, Equifax, etc.). So, while the prior art of Katz does not
solely disclose the method/concept of “knowledge transfer value” — the system disclosed
by Katz does incorporate the method, when integrating the system with third party

databases to obtain the second data element used for the telemarketing upsell.

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Jonathan Ouellette whose telephone number is (703) 605-
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0662. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8am -
5:00pm.

19. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE é?llﬁy

In re Application of : Roy Shkedi
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MERCANTILE ffg;ﬂﬁ?

Serial No. : 09/593,993

Filing Date : June 14, 2000

Last Office Action

January 3, 2003

Examining Attorney

Theoplis E. Stewart

Art Unit 3629

Attorney Docket No. H JMB 2 0005

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518
April 3, 2003

Asgsistant Commissioner for Patents
BOX: AMENDMENT - NO FEE *
Washington, DC 20231

Dear Sir:

In response to the Examiner’'s Office Action. mailed
January 3, 2003, the following amendments and remarks are .
respectfully submitted in connection with the above-identified
application.

CE [o]

I hereby certify that this Amendment {s
being deposited with the United States Postal

Service as first class mail in an envelope
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner For Patents,
Washington, D.C. 20231, on April 3, 2003.

Kathleen A. Nimrichter
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9:33:02 AM

Please replace the currently pending claims with the
following claims:

Page 3 of 11

1. (Currently Amended)
method, for use at a ju

descriptive-profile mercantile
ture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of
partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

.a) from a user,. ly receiving a transaction

" having therein a first partial profile;

b) wusing the first/| partial profile, glgg;;gniggllg

searching a databank having a plurality of second partial

profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one

electronic searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the

null profile so that sai

first partial profile;
c) between the usey and the databank, electronically
contracting:
i) for the dat
a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial
profile, and substantially thereafter said databank

incorporating the

ank to own or represent a right to

greed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the usler to own or represent a right to a
second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second artial profile, and substantially
thereafter the datagbank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1

wherein electropically receiving‘~a transaction includes
extracting at least one prjedetermined key portion of the first
partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted

pPredetermined key portions is then used as the first partial
pProfile for the gig;;;gn;; searching of the databank.

2

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 ([TX/RX NO 9336]
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9:33:02 AM Page 4 of 11

5

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2
wherein extracting includes constructing at 1least one
searching of the databank
using a combinatorial of at|least two of the predetermined key

composite key for the
portions of the first partlial profile.
4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1

wherein electronically

pricing structure according to a rating of the user.

ontracting includes selecting a

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to‘claim 1

A\ wherein glectronically cgntracting a right includes accepting
an obligation to pay fo substantially each use or transfer

of the agreed portion.

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein
incorporating the agreed portion includes assigning a
credibility weighting [to the agreed portion of the first

pfofile.

7. (Original) Thie method according to claim 6 wherein
incorporating includes| convoluting the assigned credibility
weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility
weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a
proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new

credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. (Currently Am
wherein troni

nded) The method according to claim 7
contracting includes sélecting a
pricing structure accarding to a result of a computation
comparing the new credibility weighting with the pre-existing
credibility weighting.

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 9336] @004
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette

\

Date: 09/08/03 Time: 9:33:.02 AM

9. (Currently Amended)/ The method according to claim 1

wherein electronically regeiving a

consulting an external dat

10.
1 further including

(Currently

i) electronically

transaction includes

Amended) The method according to claim

earching at 1least one external

database for a partial [profile or portion thereof which
complements a at least [one second partial profile of the

databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, electronically

contracting for the d

a first mutually agree

partial profile, and

incorporating the agre

at

ank to own or represent a right to
portion of the complementing first
substantially thereafter said databank

ed portion of the first profile into at

least one second partial profile.

11. (Original)

computer program product including a

computer usable medium| having computer readable program code

embodied

therein fo

facilitating descriptive profile

mercantile activities|, the computer readable program code

including:

a) first compute

computer to receive a
having therein a firs
b) tied to the
second computer readab
to use the first parti

a plurality of second

in said databank at

searching will always

partial profile to thj

c) tied to the
third computer readabl

r readablé program code for causing a
transaction from a user, the transaction
t partial profile; _

first computer readable program code,
le program code for causing the computer
al profile to search a databank having
partial profiles, wherein is included
least one null profile so that said

yield at least one proximate second

first partial profile; and
econd computer readable program code,

program code for causing the computer

to contract between the user and the databank:

4
09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 9336]
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9:33:02 AM Page 6 of 11

i) for the databank| to own or represent a right to
a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial
profile, and substani:ia ly thereafter for said databank
to incorporate the agrged portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a

second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second partjial profile, and substantially
thereafter for the datdbank to transmit to the user the

second mutually agreed|portion of the second profile.

12. (Original) A prqgram storage device readable by

/\ machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions

executable by the machine] to perform method steps for a

descriptive-profile mercantiile method, for use at a juncture

in a data-communications topology having associated therewith

a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps

including:

a)vfrom a user, receiving a transaction having therein

a first partial profile;

b) using the first pantial piofile, searching a databank

having a plurality of segond partial profiles, wherein is

included in said databank |at least one null profile so that

said searching will always yield at least one proximate second

partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i) for the datab?nk to own or represent a right to

a first mutually agrieed portion of the first partial

profile, and substantially thereafter said databank

incorporating the agreed porfion of the first profile

into at least one sej;nd partial profile; or A

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a

second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second pa%fial profile, and substantially

09/09/03 " TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 9336] [doo0s6
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: i'3§:02 AM -
‘ ’

b

thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agree portion of the second profile.

13.

(Original) A computer system for facilitating a

descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:

a)

a computer installed at a Jjuncture in a

data-communications topology:

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for

keeping'a

maintained databpnk of partial profiles; and

c) associated with the internal functionality components

of the computer, appurtenances for performing method steps

’\\ including:

i) from a user, receiving a transaction having

therein a first partial profile;

ii) using the fiirst partial profile, searching a

databank having a plyrality of second partial profiles,

wherein is included jin said databank at least one null

profile so that said searching will always yield at

least one proximate gecond partial profile to the first

partial profile;

contracting:

iii) between the user ahd the databank,

(1) for the databank to own or represent a
right to a firgt mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed pottion'of
the first profile into at least one second partial

profile; or

(2) for the user to own or represent a right
to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one
said  proximate | second partial profile, and
substantially thelreafter the databank transmitting
to the user the second mutually agreed portion of
the second profilY.

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX _NO 9336
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9:33:02 AM Page 8 of 11

REMARKS )

The applicant has had an opportunity to carefully

consider the Examinerfs Office Action of January 3, 2003, and

believes this amendment is fully responsi#e to every point

raised by the Examiner. Reconsideration of the application,

as amended, is respectfully requesfed. Claims 1-13 remain in
the application after this amendment is entered.

The Office Action:

The drawings were objécted to for not offering further
understanding of the invention. .

The claimed invention stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §
101 for lack of technological detail.

Claims 1-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (e) as
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,055,513 to Katz et al.

The Non-Art Objections:

sufficiently facilitate understanding of the invention,

The applicant’s attorney contacted the Examiner to

determine the Examiner’s reasons for objecting to the
drawings. After discussing the drawing objection with the
Examiner and the Examiner’s supervisor, the applicant’s
attorney understood that the Examiner agreed to withdraw the
drawiné objection. Accordingly, the applicant hereby requests
that the drawing objection be removed.

The Art ggjgggions: .
Claims 1-10 are directed to patentable subject gat:e;.

The Examiner has rejected the claimed invention under 35
U.5.C. § 101. 1In support, the Examiner stated “the claimed
invention is primarily cbnceptual and lacks technological
details.” More genérally, the Examiner contended that the
steps of “receiving,” “searching,” and *contracting” can be
done manually, as well as by computer. .

7
09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 93361 [@oo8
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette‘ Date: 09/09/03 Time; i’33:02 AM Page 9 of 11

The applicant’s attorney also discussed the Examiner’s
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §101 with the Examiner and the
Examiner’s supervisor. After this discussion, the applicant’s
attorney understands that this rejection is limited to claims
1-10. Additionally, the applicant’s attorney understands that
amending claims 1-10 by inserting “electronically” ahead of
the “receiving,” “searching,” and “contracting” actions would
be sufficient to overcome this rejection. One or more of
these three terms were found in claims 1-8. Therefo;e, claims
1-8 have been amended as described above. Accordingly, claims
1-10, as amended, are directed tovproper patentable subject
matter. Therefore, the applicant submits that claim
rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 should be removed as a result
of this amendment.

Claims 1-13 patepntably distinguish over Katz.

The Examiner has rejected claims 113 under 35 U.s.c. §
102 (e) as anticipated by Katz. The applicant respectfully
disagrees.

Clearly, neither the instant application nor Katz
pretends to have invented relational data base technology, but
only makes claim to a use of that type of technology in
electronic commerce.

Essentially, Katz describes a situation in electronic
commerce where integrating a profile of a potential buyer with
information known about persons having such a profile will
facilitate suggesting additional commercial offers to the
potential buyer. For example, a potential buyer identifies
himself as John Doe, age 35 from Alaska, which allows the e~
commerce merchant technology to quefy some database and
disclose that 35 year olds like to buy bargain tickets to Las
Vegas - so it makes good business sense to offer these tickets
to John.

The instant application is not interested in this chain
of e-commerce events whatsoever. The instant application is

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 93361 [doo9
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9;33:02 AM Page 10 of 11

concerned with property rights to information in the chain.
For example, a database receiving the query knew that John Doe
was from Alaska and knew that he is married but did not know
that he was 35 years old. Now, is the value of knowing that
John is 35 equal to the value of knowing that John is married
- or does this represent an asymmetric information transfer
- for which some economic credit must be given to the merchant
or alternatively to the database.

Katz is silent and oblivious to the “knowledge transfer
value” aspect of e-commerce - while the instént application
is exclusively concerned with this aspect (e.g. the instant
applicatioh’s *brokerage representation model”). Katz

‘presumes that profile information for the potential buyer
either exists or doesn’t - but makes no provisions whatsoever
for the accumulation of new profile information in the course
of the e-commerce nor especially for the economic exploitation
of the new information as, for example, a commodity.

Simply stated, in a narrow context of electronic commerce
and partial profiles therein, the Examiner may have
misunderstood the meaning of *contracting” in the instant
application. For Katz, “contracting” deals with exchanges of
goods, service, or money between the potential buyer and the
e-commerce merchant - even if the merchant consults database
using profile information about the potential buyer. For the
instant application, “contracting” deals with an exchange of
information or economic credit between the e-commerce merchant
and “the databank” . '

Furthermore, the instant application is concerned with

applications beyond e-commerce, such as electronic
advertising, and other information media transfer
technologies. '

Based on the above arguments, the applicant respectfully
‘submits that Katz does not teach, nor suggest, the inventions
recited in claims 1-13. Accordingly, Katz does not anticipate

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 9336] [010
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette Date: 09/09/03 Time: 9'i3:02 AM . Page 11 of 11

claims 1-13 -and applicant submits that claims 1-13 are
currently in condition for allowance.

CONCLUSION
In view of the above amendments and remarks, applicant
submits that the present application is in condition for
allowance. Notice of such allowance is hereby respectfully
requested.
’ Respectfully submitted,

FAY SHARPE, FAGAN,
MINNICH & MCKEE, LLP

QMFW""

YJF Moldovanyi, Reg. No. 29,678
C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218
1100 Superior Avenue

Suite 700

Cleveland, OH 44114-2518

(216) 861-5582

10
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From: John A. Galbreath To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette. ’ Date: 09/09/03 Time: 962 AM Page 1 of 11

-

The Bright Ideas Company, Inc.

oo

Confidential
To: USPTO-Jon Ouellette From: John A. Galbreath
Company:
Fax Number: 1-703-308-3687 Fax Number: 1-410-666-7274
Message:
9 Sept. 2003

Dear Jonathan:

As requested, enclosed is a copy of the amendment in Appl. # 09/593,993,

- |that was submitted by mail on April 3, 2003. A certificate of mailing is shown'

on the first page of the amendment, establishing the mailing date.
A return receipt postcard was never received for this amendment, and
apparently, the amendment was lost in the mail or misplaced at the Office.

Please enter the amendment, and if you have any questions or if | may help
further, please don't hesitate to contact me at 410-666-7274.

Best regards,

S A A Mpn—

Johin Galbreath

09/09/03 TUE 09:35 [TX/RX NO 93361 [@oo01
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

PATENTS

In re Application of : Roy Shkedi

Entitled : A DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE
MERCANTILE METHOD

Serial No. : 09/593,993

Filed - : June 14, 2000

Examining Attorney : Theoplis E. Stewart

Art Unit : 3629

Attorney Docket No. : jMBZ 2 00005

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518
July 3, 2003

Commissioner for Patents

P.0. Box 1450 RECE!\/ED

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
JUL 1 0 2003

REQUEST TO WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEY OF RECORD GQQ!» ‘P BGUO
Dear Sir:
The undersighed hereby applies to withdraw as attorney of
record in connection with the above-identified application.
The reason for this request is that the undersigned has been
discharged.

Please change the correspondence address in connection with

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I hereby certify that this Request To
Withdraw As Attorney Of Record is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service as first class
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner For

Patents/, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,
on 3, 2003.
& A ez d /U /

ul
“\ Kathleen A. Nimrichter
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this case and direct all further correspondence to:

Mr. John Galbreath
The Bright Ideas Company,
2516 Chestnut Woods Ct.
Reisterstown, Maryland

In view of the foregoing,

Inc.

21136

the undersigned will have no duty

to represent the applicant in any proceedings before the U.S.

Patent and Trademark Office connection with the above-identified

application.

2 Yy 20z

JData

168

Respectfully submitted,

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN,
MINNICH & MCKEE, LLP

Voo A

g%y . Moldovanyi

eg.l No. 29,678

1100 Superior Avenue
Suite 700

Cleveland, OH 44114-2518
(216) 861-5582




IN THE UNITED STATES
In re Application of :

For :

Serial No. :
Filing Date :
Last Office Action :
Examining Attorney :
Art Unit :

Attorney Docket No. :

AMENDMENT

Assistant Commissioner for Patents

BOX: AMENDMENT -
Washington, DC

NO FEE
20231

Dear Sir:

In response to the

January 3, 2003,

PATENTS ONLY
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIC ’
Roy Shkedi

A DESCRIPTIVE -
MERCANTILE METHOD

ROFIL

09/593,993
June 14, 2000
January 3, 2003
Theoplis E. Stewart
3629

JMB 2 0005 R

&
Cleveland, Ohio 4411.3,5Q§/VED

April 3, 2003 4_ ,910200
GRoyp 36;0

Examiner's Office Action mailed

the following amendments and remarks are

respectfully submitted in connection with the above-identified

application.

CERTIFICATE OF MATILING

I hereby certify that this Amendment is

being deposited with the United States Postal

Service as first class mail in an envelope

addressed to: Assistant Commissioner For Patents,

Washington, D.C. 20231, on April 3, 2003.

Kathleen A. Nimrichter
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IN %HE CLAIMS:

Please replace the currently pending claims with the
following claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A descriptive-profile mercantile
method, for use at a Jjuncture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of
partial profiles, the method including the steps of:

a) from a user, electronically receiVing a transaction
having therein a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, electronically

searching a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one
null profile so that said electronic searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the
first partial profile;
c) between the user and the databank, electronically
contracting:
i) for the databank to own or represent a right to
a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial
profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or
ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a
second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the

second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1

wherein electronically receiving a transaction includes

extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first
partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted
predetermined key portions is then used as the first partial

profile for the electronic searching of the databank.

2
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2
wherein extracting includes constructing at least one
composite key for the electronic searching of the databank
using a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key

portions of the first partial profile.

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1

wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a

pricing structure according to a rating of the user.

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1
wherein electronically contracting a right includes accepting
an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer

of the agreed portion.

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein
incorporating the agreed portion includes assigning a
credibility weighting to the agreed portion of the first
profile.

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6 wherein
incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility
weighting of the first profile with a pre-existing credibility
weighting of a substantially 1like agreed portion of a
proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new

credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 7
wherein electronically contracting includes selecting a
pricing structure according to a result of a computation
comparing the new credibility weighting with the pre-existing

credibility weighting.
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9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1

wherein electronicall receiving a transaction includes

consulting an external database.

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim
1 further including

i) electronically searching at least one external

database for a partial profile or portion thereof which
complements a at least one second partial profile of the
databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, electronically
contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to
a first mutually agreed portion of the complementing first
partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank
incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at

least one second partial profile.

11. (Original) A computer program product including a
computer usable medium having computer readable program code
embodied therein for facilitating descriptive profile
mercantile activities, the computer readable program code
including:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a
computer to receive a transaction from a user, the transaction
having therein a first partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code,
second computer readable program code for causing the computer
to use the first partial profile to search a databank having
a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included
in said databank at least one null profile so that said
searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile; and

c) tied to the second computer readable program code,
third computer readable program code for causing the computer

to contract between the user and the databank:

4
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i) for the databank to own or represent a right to
a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial
profile, and substantially thereafter for said databank
to incorporate the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a
second mutually agreed portion of at least one said
proximate second partial profile, and substantially
thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user the

second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

12. (Original) A program storage device readable by
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions
executable by the machine to perform method steps for a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture
in a data-communications topology having associated therewith
a maintained databank of partial profiles, said method steps
including:

a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein
a first partial profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank
having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is
included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i) for the databank to own or represent a right to

a first mutually agreed portion of the first partial

profile, and substantially thereafter said databank

incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a
second mutually agreed portion of at least one said

proximate second partial profile, and substantially
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thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the

second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

13. (Original) A computer system for facilitating a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:

a) a computer installed at a juncture in a
data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for
keeping a maintained databank of partial profiles; and

c) associated with the internal functionality components
of the computer, appurtenances for performing method steps
including:

i) from a user, receiving a transaction having
therein a first partial profile;

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a
databank having a plurality of second partial profiles,
wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said searching will always yield at
least one proximate second partial profile to the first
partial profile;

iii) between the user and the databank,
contracting:

(1) for the databank to own or represent a
right to a first mutually agreed portion of the
first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of
the first profile into at least one second partial
profile; or

(2) for the user to own or represent a right
to a second mutually agreed portion of at least one
said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting

to the user the second mutually agreed portion of

the second profile.
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REMARKS
The applicant has had an opportunity to carefully
consider the Examiner’s Office Action of January 3, 2003, and
believes this amendment is fully responsive to every point
raised by the Examiner. Reconsideration of the application,
as amended, is respectfully requested. Claims 1-13 remain in

the application after this amendment is entered.

The Office Action:

The drawings were objected to for not offering further
understanding of the invention.

The claimed invention stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §
101 for lack of technological detail.

Claims 1-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,055,513 to Katz et al.

The Non-Art Objections:
The originally-filed drawings comply with 37 CFR 1.81 and

sufficiently facilitate understanding of the invention.

The applicant’s attorney contacted the Examiner to
determine the Examiner’s reasons for objecting to the
drawings. After discussing the drawing objection with the
Examiner and the Examiner’s supervisor, the applicant’s
attorney understood that the Examiner agreed to withdraw the
drawing objection. Accordingly, the applicant hereby requests

that the drawing objection be removed.

The Art Rejections:

Claims 1-10 are directed to patentable subiject matter.

The Examiner has rejected the claimed invention under 35
U.s.C. § 101. In support, the Examiner stated “the claimed
invention is primarily conceptual and lacks technological
details.” More generally, the Examiner contended that the
steps of “receiving,” “searching,” and “contracting” can be

done manually, as well as by computer.

7
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) The applicant’s attorney also discussed the Examiner’s
rejections under 35 U.S.C. $§101 with the Examiner and the
Examiner’s supervisor. After this discussion, the applicant’s
attorney understands that this rejection is limited to claims
1-10. Additionally, the applicant’s attorney understands that
amending claims 1-10 by inserting “electronically” ahead of
the “receiving,” “searching,” and “contracting” actions would
be sufficient to overcome this rejection. One or more of
these three terms were found in claims 1-8. Therefore, claims
1-8 have been amended as described above. Accordingly, claims
1-10, as amended, are directed to proper patentable subject
matter. Therefore, the applicant submits that claim
rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 should be removed as a result

of this amendment.

Claims 1-13 patentably distinguish over Katz.
The Examiner has rejected claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. §

102 (e) as anticipated by Katz. The applicant respectfully
disagrees.

Clearly, neither the instant application nor Katz
pretends to have invented relational data base technology, but
only makes claim to a use of that type of technology in
electronic commerce.

Essentially, Katz describes a situation in electronic
commerce where integrating a profile of a potential buyer with
information known about persons having such a profile will
facilitate suggesting additional commercial offers to the
potential buyer. For example, a potential buyer identifies
himself as John Doe, age 35 from Alaska, which allows the e-
commerce merchant technology to dquery some database and
disclose that 35 year olds like to buy bargain tickets to Las
Vegas - so it makes good business sense to offer these tickets
to John.

The instant application is not interested in this chain

of e-commerce events whatsoever. The instant application is

8
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conéérned with property rights to information in the chain.
For example, a database receiving the query knew that John Doe
was from Alaska and knew that he is married but did not know
that he was 35 years old. Now, is the value of knowing that
John is 35 equal to the value of knowing that John is married
— or does this represent an asymmetric information transfer
— for which some economic credit must be given to the merchant
or alternatively to the database.

Katz is silent and oblivious to the “knowledge transfer
value” aspect of e~commerce - while the instant application
is exclusively concerned with this aspect (e.g. the instant
application’s “brokerage representation model”). Katz
bresumes that profile information for the potential buyer
either exists or doesn’t - but makes no provisions whatsoever
for the accumulation of new profile information in the course
of the e-commerce nor especially for the economic exploitation
of the new information as, for example, a commodity.

Simply stated, in a narrow context of electronic commerce
and partial profiles therein, the Examiner may have
misunderstood the meaning of “contracting” in the instant
application. For Katz, “contracting” deals with exXchanges of
goods, service, or money between the potential buyer and the
e-commerce merchant - even if the merchant consults database
using profile information about the potential buyer. For the
instant application, “contracting” deals with an exchange of
information or economic credit between the e-commerce merchant
and “the databank”.

Furthermore, the instant application is concerned with

applications beyond e—commerce, such as electronic
advertising, and other information media transfer
technologies.

Based on the above arguments, the applicant respectfully
submits that Katz does not teach, nor suggest, the inventions

recited in claims 1-13. Accordingly, Katz does not anticipate
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claims 1-13 and applicant submits that claims 1-13 are

currently in condition for allowance.

CONCLUSION
In view of the above amendments and remarks, applicant
submits that the present application is in condition for
allowance. Notice of such allowance is hereby respectfully
requested.

Respectfully submitted,

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN,
MINNICH. & MCKEE, LLP

e, ?%‘”@Q/“v N

J, yﬂﬁ: Moldovanyi, Reg. No. 29,678
ary C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218

1100 Superior Avenue

Suite 700

Cleveland, OH 44114-2518

(216) 861-5582
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AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Attorney Doc|
Serial No.: 09/593,993 L " Filing Date: June 14, 2000 Examiner: Theople E. Stewart
Group Art Unit: 3629 . . . Invention: A DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE
: . - | METHOD
To the Assistant Commissioner for Patents: /
Transmitted herewith is a amendment in the above-identified
. application. The fee has been calculated as shown below. L
« CLAIMS AS AMENDED
Claims Highest Number No. of Extra Rate Additional Rate
remaining after Previously Paid For Claims Present
amendment
Total Claims 13 Minus 20 0 X18 | § 0.00
Indep. Claims 4 Minus 4 0 X8 | § 0.00
X No additional fee is required.

A check in the amount of $ for additional claims is enclosed.
A check in the amount of $ for a month extension
of time is enclosed.
Please charge $ to Deposit Account No. 06-0308 for

X Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit
Account No. 06-0308.

Respectfully submitted,

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN,
MINNICH & MCKEE, LLP

Noy | I
E@E I JED jr??Moldovanyl Reg. No. 29,678

R n'C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218
102003 - 1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 700
U Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518

. GR@ R "‘6001 (216) 861-5582

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

Date: A

e I hereby certify that this Amendment
Transmittal Letter is being deposited with the
United States Postal Service as first class mail
in an envelope addressed to: Assistant
Commissioner For Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231,
on Ap il 3, 2003.

m/r\ q. /UM“A/M:,%L

Kathleen A. Nimrichter
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE

¢ TH

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Washington, D.C. 20231
WWW.USpLo.gov

I APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE I FIRST NAMED INVENTOR l ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO.
09/593,993 06/14/2000 Roy Shkedi JMB-2-0005 8221
7590 01/03/2003
Jay F Moldovanyi Esq [ EXAMINER B
STEWART, THEOPLIS E

Fay Sharpe Fagan Minnich & McKee LLP
1100 Superior Avenue

7th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44114-2518

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3629
DATE MAILED: 01/03/2003

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01)
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f Application No. ‘ Applicant(s)
, 09/593,993 - SHKEDI, ROY / '
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
Theoplis E Stewart 3629

-~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -
Period for Reply : ’ \

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. .

. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Ifthe period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35U.8.C. § 133).
- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). +

Status
H[J] Responsive to communication(s) filed on
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b)X] This action is non-final.

3)[0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.
Disposition of Claims

4)[X Claim(s) 1-13is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) ___ is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5[] Claim(s) _____is/are allowed. '
6)X Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected.
7 Claim(s) is/are objected to. ‘

8)(] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
Application Papers
9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[J The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[J accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

11)J The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)(] approved b)[] disapproved by the Examiner.

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action.
12)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120
13)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or ®.
a)(JAIl b)[] Some * ¢)[] None of: »
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2] certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _____

3.[J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

14)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(¢) (to a provisional application).

a) [J The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received.
15)[]] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121.

Attachment(s)

1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). .
2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) D Notice of informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
3) [j Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) D Other:

U.S, Patent and Trademark Office ] .
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office ‘Action Summary Part of Paper No. 3
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 2
Art Unit: 3629
Detailed Action
Drawings
1. The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to facilitate

understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing under 37 CFR 1.81.
No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. Submitted drawing offers no further
understanding of invention as is.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101
2.0. 35U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

2-1.  The claimed invention is primarily conceptual and lacks technological details. For
example: receiving, searching, and contracting as applied in claimed steps do not necessarily
require a computer or computer network implementation to accomplish applicant’s objective.
These same steps can equally be executed via manual intervention.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent.

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of
1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being
examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35
U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)).
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Application/Control Number: 09/593,993 Page 3
Art Unit: 3629

30 Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Katz et al
(6,055,513).

3.1. Regarding claim 1, 11, 12, and 13,

Katz discloses a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a data-
communications topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles,
the method including the steps of

e receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;(Column 28, lines 11-14,
“obtaining primary transaction data with respect to the primary transaction, including the
identity of the prospective customer and of the good or service for purchase in the
primary transaction,”) Whereas obtaining primary transaction data is receiving a
transaction of profile data.

« searching a databank having a plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in
said databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least
one proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile; (Column 28, lines 11-14,
“obtaining primary transaction data with respect to the primary transaction, including the
identity of the prospective customer and of the good or service for purchase in the
primary transaction,”) Whereas the process identity of prospective customer step is
similar to searching profiles on a databank.

« contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion
of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; (Column 28
lines 17-28, “ utilizing the identity of the prospective customer to obtain at least a
second data element relating to the user, utilizing at least in part the primary transaction
data including the identity of the good or service of the primary transaction and the
second data element and determining at least one item for a prospective upsell
transaction with the prospective customer, and offering the item to the prospective
customer and receiving an acceptance of the offer from at least one user in real time
during the course of the user initiated communication. *) Whereas primary data has been
identified, and the gaining access to secondary data on an user to then enter into a
purchase offer and acceptance. The steps in this process are known by both entities.

¢ contracting for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion
of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the second
profile. (Column 28, lines 17-28, * utilizing the identity of the prospective customer to
obtain at least a second data element relating to the user, utilizing at least in part the
primary transaction data including the identity of the good or service of the primary
transaction and the second data element and determining at least one item for a
prospective upsell transaction with the prospective customer, and offering the item to
the prospective customer and receiving an acceptance of the offer from at least one user
in real time during the course of the user initiated communication. *) Whereas after a
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purchase of a product secondary data has been provided to complete the sale of a
product. It is common for an user in the electronic marketplace to provide additional data
to complete a sale. This is a mutually agreed upon transaction.

3-2.  Regarding claim 2;
Katz further discloses:

« receiving a transaction includes extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the
first partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is
then used as the first partial profile for the searching of the databank. (Column 26, lines
13-17, “Upon receiving an initial contact, the transaction type may be determined at step.
Various identification determinations may be collected and then used in determining
whether any limitations are to be applied.)

3-3. Regarding claim 3,
Katz further discloses:

e extracting includes constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the
databank using a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the
first partial profile. (Column 17, lines 48-60, “ANI data, which may be utilized by the
control unit 100 to retrieve information from the database particular to the customer. In
addition to database 98, geographic designator programs exist which may be utilized to
receive ANI data and to identify the geographic location of a customer such as by zip
code, or more particularly, by zip code plus four. Based upon the retrieved information
as provided to the live operator, a dialog is conducted relating to the primary transaction
for which the customer made the primary or initial contact with the system. While
handling the primary transaction, the system may access one or more databases, such
as a credit database and a inventory database.”) Whereas ANI data is captured and
stored in a database for future use to identify a customer profile.

3-4. Regarding claim 4,
Katz further discloses:

« contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.
(Column 13, lines 41-46, “The term "upsell" means an offer or provision of a good or
service which is selected for offer to the customer and differs from the good or service
for which the primary contact was made. The term "upsell” is not limited to the context in
which a primary transaction is intended to be a sales transaction, but additionally
includes the offer of a good or service offered in accordance with the selection criteria of
the invention even if the primary transaction is not principally sales motivated,”)
Throughout the specification of this Katz, the term upsell is used to imply further action is
taken electronically to the databases, and further communication (offers) takes place
with call of which is initiate by profile data already obtained in the database. An offer
(agreement) is presented to the call to based on secondary data obtained on the call to
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3-5.

establish a sell. This would include establishing a price structure possibly offered to only
to callers within a certain profile.

Regarding claim 5;

Katz further discloses:

3-6.

contracting a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or
transfer of the agreed portion.(Column 2, lines 41-49, “the caller may be prompted to
enter an item number for purchase, utilizing an item number designation from the
catalog or otherwise interact with the system to identify the good or service desired.
Provision is made for user entry of payment information, such as the entry of a credit
card number and type identifier’) This step obligates the user to pay for product and
service.

Regarding claim 6;

Katz further discloses:

3-7.

e incorporating the agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed

portion of the first profile. (Column 9, lines 23-27, “Yet another aspect of primary
transaction data may include customer identification data. Such data may be specific
data in that it uniquely identifies the contact, such as in person specific data comprising
an electronic address, an e-mail address, customer number, billing data or credit card
number.”) Whereas the plurality of personal data provides a level of credibility and
places additional emphasis to the agreement.

Regarding claim 7,

Katz further discloses:

3-8.

incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile
with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a
proximate second probe; and storing the convoluted new credibility weighting for the -
agreed portion in the databank. (Column 9, lines 57-62, “The collection of input
information for the system may be effected based upon local resident databases, such
as a telemarketer's database, or through use of third party databases, such as credit
card or credit worthiness databases, or possibly, a combination of both local and remote
databases.”) Whereas the combination of data from different databases are assigned
credible weight between profiles. The combined data form a new set of credible
information on an user.

Regarding claim 8;
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Katz further discloses:
 contracting includes selecting a pricing structure according to a result of a computation
comparing the new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.
3-9. Regarding claim 9,
Katz further discloses:
« receiving a transaction includes consulting an external database. (Column 9, lines 57-62,
“The collection of input information for the system may be effected based upon local

resident databases, such as a telemarketer's database, or through use of third party
databases, such as credit card or credit worthiness databases”)

3-10. Regarding claim 10;
Katz further discloses:

« searching at least one extemal database for a partial profile or portion thereof which
complements a at least one second partial profile of the databank, and between the
database and the databank, contracting for the databank to own or represent a right to a
first mutually agreed portion of the complementing fist partial profile, and substantially
thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least
one second partial profile. (Column 9, lines 57-62, “The collection of input information for
the system may be effected based upon local resident databases, such as a
telemarketer's database, or through use of third party databases, such as credit card or
credit worthiness databases, or possibly, a combination of both local and remote
databases.”) Whereas the combination of data from different databases are assigned
credible weight between profiles. Invention uses different databases in the process. The
combined data form a new set of credible information on an user.

Pertinent Art

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's
disclosure:

e Scroggie Michael et al (5970469) - consumers based on a consumer purchase history
and transmitted to consumers' computers using electronic mail addresses stored in a
consumer database

« Foreign: 200023928 WO 4-2000

« NPL: InfoUSA.com Partners With DoubleClick to Sell Advertising on its WEBSite;
Business Wire; New York; April 13, 1999
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Conclusion

Any communications concerning this communications or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Theoplis Stewart whose telephone number is (703) 305-5344.
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) - 308-1113.

If in attempts to reach the examiner by phone is unsuccessfully, the examiner’s supervisor,
John Weiss can be reached at 703-308-2702. Responses to this action should be mailed to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C 20231

=aem
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A.
12-11-02 F
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A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method

+x N 9o Sw o mnon nuiw

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a mercantile method.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a mercantile method

directed to brokerage of attributes of information.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Advances in database technology have given rise to commerce in records,
files and databases, per se. For example, paying for a database credit check for
an individual or buying a mailing list have become common practice. These
well-known systems do not address the problems of how the database is to
collect all of the attributes of information that are contained therein. Often, the
contents of a database are the result of massive clerical efforts, which usually
represent the product of many caler"ldar years of transactional accumulations.

Sometimes, whole databases are merged to form higher precision data

clusters. For example, voting turnout lists may be integrated with census data to
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producc a register from which a statistical profile of voters may be derived.
Another exarple relates to merging the records of a credit card company with
the records of a mortgage company. For those persons having an entry in each
of the constituent record sets, the result is a credit profile of more precise
resolution. In this example, the actual economic value of merged records
exceeds the combined values of constituent records. This would likewise be
true for the incluéion of any additional attribute of information to any record.

Unfortunately, the current state of information commerce is focused on
the sales of whole databases, whole records, or evaluations based on single or
clusters of records. In commercial applications where specific attributes of
information strongly effect the value of evaluations, there is a need in the art
for commerce in such attributes. For example, in targeted adve;'ﬁsing, every
attribute, which substantially effects the probabﬂity of that advertisement’s
success, innately has a discrete economic value. Likewise, in actuarial
calculations, how precisely a client can be profiled determines what the
probability of profiting from such a client.

More specifically, there remains a need in the art for assigning values to
information attributes or for managing value assignments to information
attributes. In the absence of such assignments or management, the commerce n
information attributes, per se, is substantially precluded; .especially in
client-specific advertisement profiling, client-specific actuarial targeting, and
the like.

NOTICES

The present invention will forthwith be described with a certain degree of
particularity, however those versed in the art will readily appreciate that various
modifications and alterations may be carried out without departing from either
the spirit or scope,.as hereinafter claimed.

In describing the present invention, explanations are presented in light of

currently accepted theories and models; be they scientific, economic,

(s
4
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sociological, etc. Such thcories and models are subject to changes, both
adiabatic and radical. Often these changes occur because representations for
fundamental component elements are innovated, because new transformations
between these elements are conceived, or because new interpretations arise for
these elements or for their transformations. - Therefore, it is important to note
that the present invention rclates to specific technological actualization in
embodiments. Aécording'ly, theory or model dependent explanations herein,

related to these embodiments, are presented for the purpose of teaching, the

current man of the art or the current team of the art, how these embodiments

may be substantially realized in practice. Alternative or equivalent explanations

for these embodiments may neither deny nor alter their realization.

GLOSSARY

Profile: A collection of attributes that describe a person or an
organization or any other entity that can be described by a combination of
data. For example, a person profile could be a collection of the following
attributes: the person’s gender, the person’s age, the person’s education,
the person’s interests as reflected in his behavior or as reported by the
person or as reflected from his membership in a specific club and so forth.
An organization profile could be a collection of the following attributes:
number of employees, activities the organization maintain whether
business activities or other activities, the organization’s revenues, the
organization’s gross profit, the organization’s operating profit, the
organization’s net profit, the organization’s equity and so forth. It should
be mentioned that profile attributes include among other things, attributes
that enable the identification of the entity described by the profile such as
name, address_, URL, cookie. In addition, profile attributes may include
information léaxned about the entity described by the profile from a
communication protocol such as the information learned about the visitor

to a web site from its http header.
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User: any entity that owns attributes contained in at least one partial
profile. The entity could be a web site that has a database of its visitor
profiles, an organization with a database of partial profiles or the subject

described by the profile itself.

Cookié: A text (or alphanumeric) string that is put on a computer
hard disk of a visitor to a web site by the web site’s server. The cookie
enables the identification of the specific computer on its future visits to
the web site. Each cookie is reported (by the computer browser) only to
the web site server that installed that cookie. Therefore, it should be
clearly understood that the only way for a third party to acquire cookie
data is to receive that data from the server that installed that cookie, or
from another third party who so acquired the data from a chain of parties

going back to that cookie setting server, etc.

Contract: An agreement between a user and a system incorporating
the method of the present invention wherein ownership of an attribute or a
right to represent an attribute is transferred from one party to another for
an agreed consideration. Generally, examples include a purchase of an
attribute for cash or credit, or an acceptance of an attribute according to a
brokerage fee schedule. More specifically, since there are many problems
in assigning the value of an attribute, the system of the present invention
may simply agree to store new attributes with the proviso that users
wishing to acquire a copy of these attributes will transfer a payment
specified by the original attribute provider (the royalty payment) to that
provider and a brokerage fee for providing this service payable to the
system’s account. Alternatively, the attribute providér or the system may
elect to assig;i a value to an attribute using a formula which factors in
such parameters as newness of the attribute, geographical extent wherein

the attribute is of presumable value, veracity of the attribute, etc.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a descriptive-profile mercantile
method, for use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having
associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles, the method
including the stepﬁ of:

(a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;

(b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of
second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said searching will always yleld at least one proximate
second partial profile to the first partial proﬁle

(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i, for the databank to own or represent a right.to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into
at least one second partial profile; or

ii. for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention comes to provide a means for making viable the
economic commerce in information attributes. Since the value of such attribute
will only become well understood with the implementation of the present
method in the electronic commerce marketplace, the present best enabling
mode for the present invention operates on a brokerage representation model.
According to this model, a typical use of the present invention may be
according to the folllowing scenario.

An electronically facilitated visitor to an Internet web-site presents his

credentials. These credentials could be the visitor profile itself or a cookie or a

201



10

15

20

25

30

user name and so forth that enables the site to retrieve the visitor profile or any
combination of the above. Of course, it could be that the site does not have a
profile of the visitor to that web-site. The web-site may make better profit from
the visitation if it were to know more about the visitor. The web-site 'fofwards
particulars from the visitor’s credentials (a partial profile), as well as
(optionally) a redirect to a portion of the visitor’s page to a server located 1n
cyberspace (at a juncture in a data communications topology). By redirecting a
portion of the visitor’s page to the server, the visitor’s browser reports to the
server a cookie the server put on the visitor’s computer in the past, if any. This
server interconnects the user’s transactions and the server own cookie (if used)
with a computer having therein software for running the method of the present
invention. Associated with the computer is a databank, having therein an
organized ensemble of information attributes.

The computer uses the forwarded visitor credentials with its server cookie
(if any) to search the associated databank. Either or both of two possible
mercantile events are set into motion thereby.

Firstly, it may be the case that the credentials contain new information
attributes which are not heretofore known in the databank. According to a
simple model of evaluating the value of those attributes, the database
incorporates these new attributes and the computer assigns a -user selected
micro-payment royalty for each elected use of these attributes by any other
user. Stated simply, if the user provides a date of birth for a known named
person in the data bank, then the user is the owner of that date of birth attribute,
and a user designated micro payment royalty (or credit) 1s assigned to the user
for each purchase of that attribute by another user. The owner of the databank
may likewise collect for itself a brokerage commission for each use of the
attribute.

Secondly, the databank may contain new attributes that were not in the
initial visitor credéﬁtials. In this case, the user is told that such attributes exist
for purchase, what these new attributes describe (e.g. education level associated

with the visitor), and the micro-payment' royalty plus brokerage fee that is
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charged for cach respective attribute. If the user-is interested in any of these
attributes, then a contract is agreed to, resulting in a micro-payment transfer
from the user to the broker and to the royalty owner, and a transfer of a copy of
the attribute to the user (the buyer).

Other types of contracts and other types of pricing structures are available
for the user in his interactions with the “system of the present invention” (e.g.
the computer with its associated databank); as will be describes in subsequent

sections.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES AND APPENDICES

In order to understand the invention and to see how it may be carried out
in practice, embodiments including the preferred embodiment will now be
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a schematic view of an Internet data-communications
topology;

Figure 2 illustrates a schematic view of a system using the
descriptive-profile mercantile method;

Figure 3 illustrates a schematic view of a computer program product;

Figure 4 illustrates a schematic view of a program storage device; and

Figure 5 illustrates a schematic view of an installed computer system for

facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
In Figure 1 there is presented a schematic illustration of a
data-communications topology as a wide area network (e.g. the Internet) (1)

having interconnected thereto a visitor (2), a uwser (3), and a system (4)

embodying the method of the present invention.
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The present invention rclates to a descriptive-profile mercantile method
(further presénted in figure 2), for use at a juncture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles,
the method including the steps of:

(a) from a user (3), receiving (5) a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;

(b) using the ﬁrst partial profile, searching (6) a databank (7) having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at
least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i. (10) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said
databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least
one second partial profile; or

ii. (9) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed

portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the

second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

" According to an embodiment of the present invention, receiving a
transaction includes extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the
first partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key
portions is then used as the first partial profile for the searching of the
databank. According to a variation of this embodiment, extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank using
a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first
pﬁd profile.

According to another embodiment of the present invention, coﬁtracting

includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.
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According to a different embodiment of the present invention, contracting
a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or

transfer of the agreed portion.

According to a further embodiment of the present invention, incorporating
the agreed porﬁbn includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed
portion of the first profile. According to a varation of this embodiment,
incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the
first profile with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like
agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new
credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank. According to a
further refinement of this variation, contracting includes selecting a pricing
structure according to a result of a computation comparing the new credibility

weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

According to an additional embodiment of the present invention,

receiving a transaction includes consulting an external database (11).

According to an extension embodiment of the present invention, the
method is furthermore including:

i) searching at least one external database (11) for a partial profile
or portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and
ii) between the database and the databank, contracting for the
databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially
thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the

first pro”ﬁle into at least one second partial profile.
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The present invention also relates to (see figure 3) a computer program

product including a computer usable medium having computer readable

® program code embodied thercin for facilitating descriptive profile mercantile
: activities, the computer readable program code including:

5 a) first computer readable program code (20) for causing a computer to
receive a transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first
partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer
readable program code (21) for causing the computer to use the first
10 partial profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile; and
c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
15 readable program code (22) for causing the computer to contract
between the user and the databank:
i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first
20 profile into at least one second partial profile; or
| i) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

25
Furthermore, the present invention relates to (see figure 4) a program
storage device (30) readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of
instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture 'in a
30 data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained

databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

10
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a) from a user, receiving a transaction having -therein a first partial
profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between'the user and the databank, contracting:

i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial préﬁle, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, .
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention also relates to (see figure 5) a computer system for
facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:
a) a computer (40) installed at a juncture in a data-communications
topology (1);
b) associated with said computer, a storage device (42) for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and
c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,
appurtenances (41) for performing method steps including:
i) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;
il) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said
databank“at least one null profile so that said searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial

profile;

11

207



10

15

20

25

30 .

iii) between the user and the databank, contracting:

(1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second
partial profile; or

(2)A for the user to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate
second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user the second mutually
agreed portion of the second préﬁle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
«Attribute” relates to an Information particular (or attribute) that is aggregated
with other particulars to form a partial profile. Examples of Attributes may be:
name, address, income, age, education, details of product purchase
Transaction over the Internet, credit rating, etc.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Data” relates to knowledgé concerning a Visitor.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Data-Communications Topology” relates to a virtually interconnected
collection of communications facilities including at least one mutually agreed
protocol between any directly communication facilities in the collection.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Information” relates to the collection of all Attributes known by a User about
a Visitor.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,

"Pricing Structure” relates to the price and payments for Data exchanged by the

User and the System.

12
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In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, all
profiles are by deﬁnition partial. A profile may describe aspects of a person,
_or an organization, or of a corporation. It is logically impossible to have
complete Information about any of these. However, any -particular of
Information about any of these may have an economic value for a customer of
profile Information.

In the confext of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, a
«“Databank” relates to an accessible searchable aggregation of records or like
Data structure units wherein “partial” profiles are stored.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“System” relates to a computer embodying the descriptive profile mercantile
method according to the present invention.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, .
“Transaction” relates to a process to complete a communicative activity
between the parties that reciprocally affect or influence the other party. It may
include a partial profile, an identification of the User, a reference to a
contractual mechanism relatéd to the acquisition, screening, and/or
distribution of new Data and a Pricing Structure

In the context of the preferred. embodiment of the present invention,
«user” relates to an individual; web site, search-robot and/or other type of
software agent that interacts with the System by virtue of their contacting a
juncture in the Data-communications topology where the method is installed in
order to acquire, trade, dispose of and/or broker some Attribute Data for the
purpose of acquiring some potential economic or other value in connection
with that Attribute Data. _

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
«“yisitor” relates toan entity the User has access to or is interested in. The visitor
could be a consumer or potential customer of an offering of goods, services, or

information.

13

209



10

15

20

25

30

INTRODUCTION

This invention relates to gaini'ng an ability to buy, sell, broker, and trade
specific picces of Data between two disjoint parties within the context of a
System that may include a Databank and that may include a micro-payment
royalty arrangement as a Pricing Structure in connection with the aforesaid
exchange of Data.

The specific pieces of Data that may be involved in the exchange are
known as Attributes. The Attributes relate to details of a p.articular profile. The
profile can be a collection of descripﬁve Information as used by an advertiser
for generating targeted advertising or used by an insurer for finding a more
specific actuarial rate. It is noted that a secondaiy type of profile that is also
contained in another embodiment of the invention is a form of a collective
profile that is an aggregate that is based on a pre-structured analysis of the
existing individual profiles such as average or typical.

In the normal course of a Transaction between a User and an

embodiment of a System according to the present invention a typical scenario

ensues:
1. A Visitor ‘arrives at a web site of the User. The web site of the
User collects a variety of specific Data about the Visitor that may
include the Visitor's cookie and any other Information that the
Visitor voluntarily disclosed to the web site.
2. The web site has a number of interests in the Visitor and the

Information that the web site possesses about the Visitor. In
connection to a profile of the Visitor, there would be a benefit to
the web site if the web site could acquire additional Information
as to the specific Visitor or at least acquire typical profile
Information about a class of individuals possessing -similar
profiles relative to the specific Visitor. Possession of such
additional Information will enable .the web site to engage In

potentially more successful product offering and/or targeted

. , 14

210



10

15

20

25

30

advertising to the Visitor. Another independent benefit that can
accrue to the web site is to gain some economic remuneration for
and as a function of the Information itself that the web site

possesses about the Visitor.

In order for the web site to progress and to potentially achieve either or
both of the above mentioned benefits (the improved targeted advertising (or
improved product offering) to the Visitor as well as the gain of some economic
remuneration of the Information itself about the Visitor); the web site now
becomes a User of the System of the present invention. The web site as a User
of the present invention constructs a Transaction that contain those portions of
the Information it possesses about the Visitor that it is allowed to diverge to

third parties.

The Transaction includes:

1. Information that the User is allowed to disclose to third parties
about the Visitor.

2. Contract terms about the User, typically including but not limited
to: identity, pre-determined rate structures per Transaction type,
and Information type, pre-determined contractual -relations with
the System as to what each party - the User and the System can
do with Information exchanged between them.

3. Instructions as to the type of Transaction - buy, sell, broker,
and/or trade Information to be‘ conducted between the User and

the System.

Thus, the User sends a Transaction in the Data communication typology
where the System is installed; as for example, via the Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless packet communications System, etc. Thereupon, the System
receives the Transaction, identifies the User, interprets instructions sent

concerning the Transaction’s contractual terms and type, i.e. the applicable
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contract and structure for using all or part of the Attributes contained in the
Information (hereinafter, "First Visitor Profile Data " includes the profile of the
visitor as known to the site, visitor information included in the communication
protocol such as the information in the http header, profile attributes that enable
the identification of the entity described by the profile by the databank such as
namc; address, URL, cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so
forlh. It should be noticed that the profile of the visitor known to the site
mentioned above might not include certain attributes the User is not interested
in exposing to the databank or attributes that are of no interest to the databank.
For example, a databank that identifies web site visitors by the cookie its server
put on their computers, could decide not to take ‘real world identifying
attributes’ such as name, address and e-mail in order to give web surfers a level
of anonymity

The System searches a Databank according to what is contained in the
First Visitor Profile Data (contained in the transaction) in order to find either: at
least one. profile in the Databank that matches the Information in the visitor
profile (that includes the information dispatched by the User related to the
Visitor, visitor information included in the communication protocol such as the
information in the http header, profile attributes that enable the identification of
the entity described by the profile by the databank such as name, address, URL,
cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so forth.) or to find at
least one aggregate profile that describes a profile of a group that the Visitor
might be belonging to, as a member of that groﬁp.

If it is the intent contained in the Transaction instructions of the User to
purchase additional Attributes that may relate to the First Visitor Profile Data,
then the System examines the profiles it has found 1n its search, determines if 1t
has any new Attributes not sent by the User. In the event that the System has
found new Attributes that had not been sent by the User, the System reviews
the contract instructions of the Transaction in order to determine the relevance
of the new Attributes found to the intent of the User. If the system finds the

new attributes relevant then, the System. will debt the User's -account in
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accordance with a pre-agreed Pricing Structure in connection with additional
Attributes related to the First Visitor Profile Data that are delivered as Data to
the User.

A non-limiting example of the principle of Data release in accordance
with the User's contractual instructions is here in provided. It may be that in
the contract with the User, the User has instructed that it is never interested in
receiving any Data that not specifically relates to the visitor, meaning the user
is not interested in information about an average profile of a group that the
visitor might belongs to. Another example could be that the user has instructed
that it is not interested in the habits of a visitor, but specifically only in
information about his age, gender, education and income. (((the sentence in the
brackets should be erased: in connection with the name of the Visitor. The
reason may be to preclude the System from disclosing the name of the Visitor
since the User always knows the name of the Visitor and has no interest in
paying to re-learn what it already knows. Thus, in accordance with the
contractual instructions, no new Attribute Data relating to information the user
specified it is not interested in will either be sent, and since not sent; it will not
be debited.

An alternative example is the case where the User only has an interest in
a pre-defined - with in the Transactional instructions - set of Attributes. For
example the User may only be interested in what type of car the Visitor drives,
or what the Visitor's current credit rating is, or what may be most interesting
example, what category of goods have been purchased by the Visitor over a
pre-defined period. It is noted that elements of this last example may typically
be a piece of Information that other typical Users trade with or sell to the
System.

It should be noted that a user may restrict the use of attributes it sells to
the databank. The restrictions could be of number of usage, to whom the
databank has the permission to sell or to whom not to sell and so forth.

A second class of Data that is found by the System as it searches may

- equally be of value to the User. This is the search result that demonstrate
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discrepancies between the disclosure of Information by the User to the System
and the results of the search by the System. The fact that.there is a discrepancy
as well as the nature thereof may be of value to the User, the System, or both.

A third category is the example where there may be pieces of
(nformation of the User in the descriptive portion of the Transaction that
describes the Visitor which the search by the System failed to disclose. For
example, the make and model of the car driven by the Visitor of a recent
purchase from the User's web site might be the new Information otherwise
unknown to the System. In this instance, the System would go through an
appropriate contractual arrangement in order to credit the User for the new
Attribute which the User has delivered to the System. '

The various kinds of contracts available in a Transaction between the
System and the User are: buy, sell, broker, and trade. Where new Information is
disclosed to the System a royalty arrangement (or, alternatively, an outright
purchase or sale) comprised of micro payments may be employed. In addition
to the various kinds of contracts, there are various types of Users. A User may
be a large scale commercial web site or an individual small scale web page.
Furthermore, there may be different types of rate structures. An audited User
where the Users have taken efforts to verify Information relative to a User, as
for example a credit bureau, would have a different payment rate for new
Information that it discloses to the System than from a User with Information
that is neither audited not verified but which is causal.

Thus the value of Information in'a Databank can change as a function of
its credibility, source, and veracity. Accordingly, the royalty payment rate. for
said Information could be enhanced or reduced as a function of its value.

In addition to proﬁles of a Visitor it may be of interest to allow an
embodiment of the invention to create a type of secondary market for the
Information consisting of a predetermined class of profiles about all Visitors.
For example it vl.nay be of interest to know what type of individuals, their

profession, income, gender, and geographic location buy a certain model of
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vehicle. The purchase, sale, trade, and/or brokerage of this class of Data can

than enter a mercantile model and may be of significant interest to advertisers.

DESCRIPTION

The preferred embodiment of the present invention relates to the use of a
procedure on a computer attached to a network, Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless backet communication System or hybrid composite of any of
the above whereby Data is exchanged by purchase, sale, trade, or brokerage
and micro payments of royalties as a Pricing Structure that may accompany
the Data exchange.

This procedure begins with the introduction to the System of Data that
contains a partial profile that will be used in the establishment, supplement, or
improvement of a descriptive profile. The partial profile will often itself
contain certain predetermined identified commercial Attributes, demographic
Attributes, or behavioral Attributes or combinations thereof or the like. These
Attributes then allow construction of a descriptive profile that resides as
existing Information in a Databank. However, inherent design characteristics -
of the descriptive profile results in the descriptive profile always being partial.
This means that Data within the profile relates to one or more Attributes of
the item, business, service, Data characteristic, advertisement, or person that
is being profiled. The descriptive profile is then methodically employed in an
activity that verifies or contradicts, maintains, modifies, updates or
downgrades, and/or enhances the Databank of corresponding previously
existing partiaj profiles. Thereafter, the System may retain, market, and/or
‘exchange with the User new resultant (of the process described) Data that
contains further descriptive profile Attributes for further usage.

Since the present invention is directed to the value of details of a profile;
it is an object of the present invention to facilitate transfer of rights to such
particulars. For e;ample, a visitor may arrive at a comumercial Internet
web-site. The visitor may disclose his cookie and may provide the web-site

with other facts about the Visitor on a non-confidential basis. The web site
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may then contact a juncturc in a Data-communications topology where the
present method is installed. According to one -scenario, the web-site is a
familiar User of the prescnt' method, and has pre-arranged the terms and
conditions of what I[nformation he may wish to transfer rights to. For
example, after considering the web-site transmission containing the
non-c onﬁdentxdl disclosed Information, the System may find that all of the
Information already recorded in its Databank with the single exception of the
visitor’s annual income. By prearranged contract details, the web-site is given
a predetermined micro-payment credit for providing this detail. Alternatively,
by prearranged contract the Databank agrees to store this User Attribute and
to credit the providing web-site with a micro-payment royalty for each use of
this Attribute “purchased” from the Databank by each interested party.

L1kew1se according to the same prearranged contractual arrangements
between the User and the Databank, the Databank may find that it represents a
right to an Attribute that has not been disclosed to it by the User. In this
example, the System's Databank may then transmit a query to the User in the
form: “for the identified visitor (detail from original Transaction inserted), are
you interested in the following Attributes according to the associated payment
conditions: (education level, micro-payment price schedule 1), (gender,
micro-payment price schedule 2), etc.?”

The Systematic procedure described in the preceding paragraph includes
various steps that can be better illustrated by example. However, the reader
should be aware that all examples which are stated in this document are
limiting examples that are expressed in this document solely for the purpose
of explanation and not for the purpose of limitation.

Initially a User will interface with the System by providing the System's
Databank with a partial profile consisting of at least one Attribute which will
enable the 1dent1ﬁcat10n of the entity described by the profile in the
System’s databank (the attribute could be for example, the cookie installed
on the visitor’s computer (the visitor to a web site which is a user of the

system of course) by the server attached to the databank. The User enables
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the server attached to the databank to receive the cookie it installed by
redirecting a portion of the visitor page to the Databank’s server) . For
example a company might provide the System with a name of one of its
customers. This step sets the process in motion. For once there is an
initiation by contribution of an initial Attribute list by the User, the System
will search existing Data in the Databank.

It should be recognized that the existing Databank would have the
characteristics that when it is approached by the User it will already contain
or have the ability to acquire or generate a multiplicity of other partial
profiles and room for at least one null profile; since it is the business of the
Databank to consider representing any new item of profile Information. For
example the Databank might contain a list of geographic addresses of
individuals. Then, once the User provides a name, the System will provide
either a corresponding address or the message address unknown.

An alternative example has the User, in this case a web portal, providing
the computer with a list of the previously monitored search habits of one of
the portal's Visitors. The System's Databank might then suggest to the portal
other web sites that contain text and/or graphics of similar type which the
portal might then suggest to the Visitor, presuming that the system maintains
profiles on portals or web sites or surfing habits. If the web sites provided by
the portal are provided on a fee basis, then a mechanism may be included in
the contractual basis between the portal and the System whereby partial
remuneration in the form of a micro payment would be made for any click
through activity on the part of the Visitor to a web site suggested by the
System to the portal and then suggested by the portal to the Visitor. It is
noted that the click through itself would be of further interest to both the
portal and the System in the building by the System of a profile related to the
behavioral characteristics or psychological makeup or predisposition of the
Visitor.

Once there is a coupling of the first partial profile of the User with a

- second partial profile existing in the Databank, a contract can be formed
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between the User and the System rclated to the new Information set which has
resulted. The: contract should provide that the System will own or acquire a
license to utilize an agreed portion of the first partial profile which has been
confirmed and at some time thercafter the System‘ will incorporate the agreed
portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile in the System's
Databank.

For example the name of an individual (an initial partial profile provided
by the User) when coupled with age (a second partial profile provided by
another use, inherent in the System's Databank, or acquired by the System
searching other Databases will provide a partial second profile of certain
demographic value consisting of name and age. If for example other partial
profiles are found to correspond to gender, geographic address, and/or general
income there is a further enhancement of the partial second profile which
results in a gain in the value of the Information residing or incorporated from
other Databases into the System's Databank and offered for exchange in
accordance with the terms and instructions existing between the User and the
System.

Alternatively, rather than the System acquiring by ownership or license
an agreed portion of the first profile; the User itself might desire to acquire a
right to own or license to use at least a part of an agreed portion of the second
partial profile which has been confirmed by the System by its coupling with the
first partial profile. Thus it would be an agreed function of the System to
provide to the User an agreed portion of the second profile

For example the User might have the name and car model owned by a
driver; the System's Databank might have or have acquired the driving record
of the driver and the safety record of the particular car model. The result of the
coupling is the ability to refine an appropriate insurance rate for the particular
driver and his car. ‘

Alternatively the descriptive profile mercantile method might do both of

the above by providing ownership or license to use certain Information gleaned

- by the coupling of an initial partial profile with a second partial profile to both
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the Systcm and the User. For example the System's Databank might retain the
use of the names and addresses of insurance agents and their actuarial
calculations residing in a geographical arca proximate to the dnver mentioned
in the above paragraph while a User (in this case the driver himself) might
retain the name and address of the insurance agents willing to offer him
insurance.

Inherent in the above examples is that the System that receives an input
or exchange of Data consisting of a first partial profile from a User will distiil
from that Information at least one predetermined Attribute. This Athibute is
then utilized by the System for searching the System's Databank. Thus, the
System when receiving Data will within the parameters of the Transaction
extract at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein
at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the
first partial profile for the searching of the System's Databank. When the
System extracts Data it also constructs at least one composite key for the
searching of the Databank using a combinatorial of at least two of the
predetermined key portions of the first partial profile. For example, a
combination of the name and address of a person described in a profile will be
used to search the databank. The combinatorial use is of importance to
differentiate between partial profiles of people with the same name that does not
allow cookies for example. Continuing the example, in addition to whether the
advertisement is for automobiles, it may be important to couple that Information
with only advertisements for home utility vans such that the first partial profile
will now consist of car advertisements for only home utility vans.

An “interest" expressed by a User and the System, as to what these
parties define between them as relevant Data, may be expressed by the User
and the System in a Pricing Structure. The Pricing Structure will include a
contract between the User and the System that will include an obligation by the
party which utilizes the Information flowing to the System’s Databank to pay
the other for substantially each use or transfer of the agreed Information

transferred between them. Instant Data may or may not be ephemeral, however
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the profiles themselves may have a certain limited or even unlimited shelf live.

" This means that Information becomes currency and 1s treated by the parties in a

manner similar to currency. To own or utilize certain Information, there is a
price associated with it either as a salcs price or a rental price. In the event that
the Information is re-useable, in part or in whole then a certain predetermined
royalty may be associated with each use of the portion of the Information
which is reused. Let an example be provided at this juncture to further illustrate
the operation of the preferred embodiment.

Normative market research consists of an array of Information that is
gleaned from answers provided to a questioner. However the market research
contains within itself not only the ability to provide truthful responses but also
the ability to provide sampling errors due to either wrong answers, wrongly
recorded answers, an error in the framing of the questions themselves, and/or
an error in the population base which is being questioned. Clearly the larger
and more diverse (or more homogeneous) the sample population (dependent on
the type of responses required), the larger number of similar questions
answered, and the ability to better refine the questions all assist in increasing
the value of the market analysis performed.

In the embodiment of the invention described, the User provides either a
question or an answer, i.e. the initial partial profile. Thereupon, the System
thereupon takes the initial partial profile and extracts from it a predetermined
Data that is then used for searching the Databank. Depending on the contract
between the User and the System, the System will or will not pay the User for
the initial partial profile, or parts thereof. The search, of the Databank, results
in the construction of a new profile that contains at least two predetermined
parts of the first partial profile. For example, both the User and the System may
be interested in screening the responses to a market survey of an individual
respondent in order to ascertain whether on previous or similar questionnaires
the respondent's answers were identical or deviant. This will allow both the

User and the System to value the truthfulness and veracity of the current
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responses. The aforesaid quality value will have a predetermined monetary or
other agreed “barter” value between the parties.

In addition, since the upgrading or downgrading of the credibility of the
respondent has qualitative value in and of itself for other market surveys; to the
extent that the User's Information contributed to the new evaluation of the
respondent a payment might flow to the User. Similarly, to the extent that the
upgrading or dov;mgréding of the credibility of the respondent is based on
existing Information in the System's Databank, the System may provide a
royalty payment to the initiator of the existing Information in the System's
Databank. Thus, to the extent that the Information inherent in the initial partial
profile and in existing partial profiles have value and to the extent that
participants who utilize the System (including the System's Databank itself)
have agreed on the value rating of the Information and the amount to be paid
between them an exchange of predetermined economic value will flow between
the participants. In addition, to the extent there is further Information and
further participants, the continuing re-evaluation by the participants of a market
valuation of the Information as a function of the expected utility value of the
Information may further drive over time the price evaluation of both the
Information and the payments to be made between Users and the System.

Furthermore, the preferred embodiment may embrace a further possible
variations, i.€. an assignment by the contracting participants and/or the
Databank, per se, of a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the first partial
profile. Coupling of the first partial profile with a second partial profile result
in verification/confirmation of the first partial profile and second partizil profile
or contradiction/down grading of the credibility of the first partial profile
and/or the second partial.proﬁle. By example, the first partial profile contains
the name of Joe Blue, the Information that he is ‘male, and the Information that
he lives in Mississippi. However the corresponding second partial profile
associated with Joe élue contains the Information that he is a she (real name

Josephine) and that she lives in Mississippi. The verification - perhaps- of the

“name is of dubious value in and of itself. However, in the event that for a
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certainty it can be established that Joe Blue is really Joscphine Blue and that
the gender is female rather than male; then to a User of the Information the
validation or disqualification of the Information has significant results. Assume
if you would that the User of the Information is an advertiser of beauty care
products; the fact that Joe is male or female can result in an advertisement of

beauty care products to specifically targeted to the profile - in this case, male or

female. In this instant case the User (the advertiser) will assign a value to the -

credibility of the Information.
Intrinsic to the example immediately above is the ability of the

participants either individually or collectively to either raise or lower the rated
utility value assigned to the first partial profile consistent with - the
pre-determined (but perhaps equally dynamic) credibility weighting System of
the second partial profile. Thereafter the newly rated utility value of the partial
profile incorporated in the Database is stored for future usage. Lets see how
this works in the case of Joe (Josephine) Blue. The first partial profile indicated
that Joe was male; however all subsequent partial profiles which could be
assigned to Joe (Josephine) Blue render to a statistical certainty that Joe
(Josephine) Blue is actually female. This combined with other Attributes like

geographical address, income level, and even spending patterns, when stored in

‘the Databank results in an increasingly higher utility value rating for the

(credible) Information associated with Joe (Josephine) Blue. Thus, the raising
or lowering of the credibility rating of an Attribute due to the interaction
between the associated Attribute of the first partial profile and the second
partial profile results in a corresponding change in the rating of the anticipated
utility value of the Attributes and profile themselves.

A further variation of the preferred embodiment incorporates an agreed
portion of the Data and assigns a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the
first profile. This is accomplished by assigning a credibility rating of the first
profile with a pre—existiﬁg credibility rating of a substantially like agreed portion
of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new credibility

weighting for the agreed portion in the System's Databank. This may result in an
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interesting result. When the participants select a Pricing Structure in accordance
with a predetermined corresponding raling of the utility value of the partial
Attributes; the result of the continuous re-calibration of new Information with
existing Information and a predetermined agreement by the parties as to the
various value rating of an Attribute.

If for example, Ms. Bluc's credit rating would be confirmed as
bankrupt; the desirabiﬁty of an advertiser to send her advertisements for the
purchase of a pleasure craft would be seriously impacted notwithstanding the
fact that other Information in the Databank related to Ms Blue indicates that she
is a water skiing enthusiast and otherwise fits both demographic, behavioral,
and/or psychological profiles (which might reside in the Databank) associated
with candidates for potential purchasers of pleasure craft.

Another particularly useful variation of the preferred embodiment of the
invention includes within it the possibility of consultation by the System with
an external Database or external Databases. For example, the System is not
restricted to searching the existing Attributes residing within its own Databank.
Rather, the System is capable of acting as a first partial profile User to other
Databases, searching them, trading Information with them or borrowing,
renting, or purchasing other Attributes with them. Thus the Information related
to‘ credit worthiness Attributes of Ms. Blue of the previous example might
reside in a Database owned by a credit company. Nonetheless, as per the
example, the System would be able to utilize the Information resident in the
credit company's Database for its own purposes related to the Transaction with
the User.

Furthermore the preferred embodiment may embrace other possible
variations, including an ability to search one or more external Databases for a
partial profile, or part thereof which complements at least one second partial
profile of the System’s Databank. In the example of Ms. Blue; the name may
be resident in the bétabank as well as a number of different external Databases.
Other Attributes may reside as well either in the Databank or in one or more

external Databases. Nonetheless the result by search, correlation, and rating of
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the Information in the Databank and the Databases results in both an expanded
profile and a higher rating as to credibility of the partial profile existing both in
the Databank and in the other Databases.

Thus, both System and owners of other Databases may themselves
contract between themselves for the right to own, use, license, or rent the
other's partial profile and for the right to sublicense others to further use the
other's partial profile. Since the Information may very well have a shelf life -
even as its credibility and rating may change over time - the result is a
corresponding velocity of the value of the Information in that not only is the
more the Information used is the more valuable it is and becomes; but the more
the Information can be used the greater the potential value it has to its owners
of licensors (with a right to sublicense). If we return to our example of Ms.
Blue, the fact that she is female (Information from the System's Databank), is
interested in water skiing (a partial Attribute contributed by the first partial
profile User), and has a restored credit rating (provided by an external credit
service Database) means that other Users looking at their own profiles of
young, single, sports minded women, would desire to provide her with
advertisements related to scuba diving in the Gulf of Mexico. This other User
would pay the System for the Information it has stored or accessed. The System
itself would pay the initial provider of the verification of the gender of Ms.
Blue, to the User who contributed that Ms. Blue is interested in water skiing
and might share a fee associated with the clarification of Ms. Blues' actual
credit worthiness.

As an alternative embodiment to a process that has previously been
described is the ability to embody the invention not as a process but as a

computer useable program, i.e. a software product, which allows the exchange

- of descriptive profiles between Users, Databanks, and/or computers. Another

alternative is usage as a computer program storage device.
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CLAIMS
® 1. A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
5 databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:
a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile; |
b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality -
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
10 one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;
c) between the user and the databank, contracting:
i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
15 : said databank incorporating the agreéd portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or
ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
20 second mutually agreed porﬁon of the second profile.

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein receiving a transaction includes
extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile,
wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then

25 used as the first partial profile for the searching of the databank.

3. The method according to claim 2 wherein extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank

using a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of

30 the first partial profile.
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4. The method according to claim | whercin contracting includes selecting

a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.

5. The method according to claim | wherein contracting a right includes
accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the

agreed portion.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein incorperating the agreed
portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of
the first profile.

7. The method according to claim 6 wherein incorporating includes
convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile with a
pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a
proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new credibility -

weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. The method according to claim 7 wherein contracting includes selecting
a pricing structure according to a result of a computation comparing the

new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. The method according to claim 1 wherein receiving a transaction includes

consulting an external database.

a) The method according to claim 1 ﬁxrther including
1) searching at least one external database for a partial profile or
portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and
ii) between the database -and the databank, contracting for the
databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed

portion of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially
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thercafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the

first profile into at least one second partial profile.

10. A computer program product including a computer usable medium having
computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating
descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program
code includiné:

a) first computer readable program code for causing a computer to
receive a transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first
partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer
readable program code for causing the computer to use the first partial
profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial profiles,
wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that said"
searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile
to the first partial profile; and |

c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
readable program code for causing the corﬁputer to contract between
the user and the databank:

i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first
profile into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed.portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user

the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.
11. A program stdfage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a
program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps

for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
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data-communications topology having associated thercwith a maiﬁtained
databank of partial profiles, said method steps including;: .

a) from a uscr, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

1) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

12. A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile
method, the system including:
a) a computer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;
b)  associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and
c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,
‘appurtenances for performing method steps including:
1) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;
1) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said

databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always

228



yield at least onc proximate second partial profile to the first partial
profile;
iii) between the uscr and the databank, contracting:
(1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
5 mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second
partial profile; or
(2) for the user to own or represent a right to a second
10 mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate
second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user the second mutually
agreed portion of the second profile.

15 For the Applicant ,
By: Jeremy vid & Co. Ltd.
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A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a mercantile method.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a mercantile method

directed to brokerage of attributes of information.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Advances in database technology have given rise to commerce in records,
files and databases, per se. For example, paying for a database credit check for
an individual or buying a mailing list have become common practice. These
well-known systems do not address the problems of how the database is to
collect all of the attributes of information that are contained therein. Often, the
contents of a database are the result of massive clerical efforts, which usually
represent the product of many calendar years of transactional accumulations.

Sometimes, whole databases are merged to form higher precision data
clusters. For example, voting turnout lists may be integrated with census data to
produce a register from which a statistical profile of voters may be derived.
Another example relates to merging the records of a credit card company with
the records of a mortgage company. For those persons having an entry in each
of the constituent record sets, the result is a credit profile of more precise
resolution. In this example, the actual economic value of merged records
exceeds the combined values of constituent records. This would likewise be
true for the inclusion of any additional attribute of information to any record.

Unfortunately, the current state of information commerce is focused on
the sales of whole databases, whole records, or evaluations based on single or

clusters of records. In commercial applications where specific attributes of

1
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information strongly effect the value of evaluations, there is a need in the art
for commerce in such attributes. For example, in targeted advertising, every
attribute, which substantially effects the probability of that advertisement’s
success, innately has a discrete economic value. Likewise, in actuarial
calculations, how precisely a client can be profiled determines what the
probability of profiting from such a client.

More specifically, there remains a need in the art for assigning values to
information attributes or for managing value assignments to information
attributes. In the absence of such assignments or management, the commerce in
information attributes, per se, is substantially precluded; especially in
client-specific advertisement profiling, client-specific actuarial targeting, and
the like.

NOTICES

The present invention will forthwith be described with a certain degree of
particularity, however those versed in the art will readily appreciate that various
modifications and alterations may be carried out without departing from either
the spirit or scope, as hereinafter claimed.

In describing the present invention, explanations are presented in light of
currently accepted theories and models; be they scientific, economic,
sociological, etc. Such theories and models are subject to changes, both
adiabatic and radical. Often these changes occur because representations for
fundamental component elements are innovated, because new transformations
between these elements are conceived, or because new interpretations arise for
these elements or for their transformations. Therefore, it is important to note
that the present invention relates to specific technological actualization in
embodiments. Accordingly, theory or model dependent explanations herein,
related to these embodiments, are presented for the purpose of teaching, the

current man of the art or the current team of the art, how these embodiments
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may be substantially realized in practice. Alternative or equivalent explanations

for these embodiments may neither deny nor alter their realization.

GLOSSARY

Profile: A collection of attributes that describe a person or an
organization or any other entity that can be described by a combination of
data. For example, a person profile could be a collection of the following
attributes: the person’s gender, the person’s age, the person’s education,

10 the person’s interests as reflected in his behavior or as reported by the
person or as reflected from his membership in a specific club and so forth.
An organization profile could be a collection of the following attributes:
number of employees, activities the organization maintain whether
business activities or other activities, the organization’s revenues, the
15 organization’s gross profit, the organization’s operating profit, the
organization’s net profit, the organization’s equity and so forth. It should
be mentioned that profile attributes include among other things, attributes
that enable the identification of the entity described by the profile such as
name, address, URL, cookie. In addition, profile attributes may include

20 information learned about the entity described by the profile from a
communication protocol such as the information learned about the visitor

to a web site from its http header.

User: any entity that owns attributes contained in at least one partial
25 profile. The entity could be a web site that has a database of its visitor
profiles, an organization with a database of partial profiles or the subject

described by the profile itself.

Cookie: A text (or alphanumeric) string that is put on a computer

30 hard disk of a visitor to a web site by the web site’s server. The cookie

enables the identification of the specific computer on its future visits to
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the web site. Each cookie is reported (by the computer browser) only to
the web site server that installed that cookie. Therefore, it should be
clearly understood that the only way for a third party to acquire cookie
data is to receive that data from the server that installed that cookie, or
5 from another third party who so acquired the data from a chain of parties

going back to that cookie setting server, etc.

Contract: An agreement between a user and a system incorporating

the method of the present invention wherein ownership of an attribute or a

10 right to represent an attribute is transferred from one party to another for
an agreed consideration. Generally, examples include a purchase of an

attribute for cash or credit, or an acceptance of an attribute according to a

brokerage fee schedule. More specifically, since there are many problems

in assigning the value of an attribute, the system of the present invention

15 may simply agree to store new attributes with the proviso that users
wishing to acquire a copy of these attributes will transfer a payment

specified by the original attribute provider (the royalty payment) to that

provider and a brokerage fee for providing this service payable to the

system’s account. Alternatively, the attribute provider or the system may

20 elect to assign a value to an attribute using a formula which factors in
such parameters as newness of the attribute, geographical extent wherein

the attribute is of presumable value, veracity of the attribute, etc.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
25
The present invention generally relates to a descriptive-profile mercantile
method, for use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having
associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles, the method
including the steps of:

30 (a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;
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(b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of
second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said searching will always yield at least one proximate
second partial profile to the first partial profile;

(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i.  for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into
at least one second partial profile; or

ii.  for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention comes to provide a means for making viable the
economic commerce in information attributes. Since the value of such attribute
will only become well understood with the implementation of the present
method in the electronic commerce marketplace, the present best enabling
mode for the present invention operates on a brokerage representation model.
According to this model, a typical use of the present invention may be
according to the following scenario.

An electronically facilitated visitor to an Internet web-site presents his
credentials. These credentials could be the visitor profile itself or a cookie or a
user name and so forth that enables the site to retrieve the visitor profile or any
combination of the above. Of course, it could be that the site does not have a
profile of the visitor to that web-site. The web-site may make better profit from
the visitation if it were to know more about the visitor. The web-site forwards
particulars from the visitor’s credentials (a partial profile), as well as
(optionally) a redirect to a portion of the visitor’s page to a server located in
cyberspace (at a juncture in a data communications topology). By redirecting a

portion of the visitor’s page to the server, the visitor’s browser reports to the
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server a cookie the server put on the visitor’s computer in the past, if any. This
server interconnects the user’s transactions and the server own cookie (if used)
with a computer having therein software for running the method of the present
invention. Associated with the computer is a databank, having therein an
organized ensemble of information attributes.

The computer uses the forwarded visitor credentials with its server cookie
(if any) to search the associated databank. Either or both of two possible
mercantile events are set into motion thereby.

Firstly, it may be the case that the credentials contain new information
attributes which are not heretofore known in the databank. According to a
simple model of evaluating the value of those attributes, the database
incorporates these new attributes and the computer assigns a user selected
micro-payment royalty for each elected use of these attributes by any other
user. Stated simply, if the user provides a date of birth for a known named
person in the data bank, then the user is the owner of that date of birth attribute,
and a user designated micro payment royalty (or credit) is assigned to the user
for each purchase of that attribute by another user. The owner of the databank
may likewise collect for itself a brokerage commission for each use of the
attribute.

Secondly, the databank may contain new attributes that were not in the
initial visitor credentials. In this case, the user is told that such attributes exist
for purchase, what these new attributes describe (e.g. education level associated
with the visitor), and the micro-payment royalty plus brokerage fee that is
charged for each respective attribute. If the user is interested in any of these
attributes, then a contract is agreed to, resulting in a micro-payment transfer
from the user to the broker and to the royalty owner, and a transfer of a copy of
the attribute to the user (the buyer).

Other types of contracts and other types of pricing structures are available
for the user in his interactions with the “system of the present invention” (e.g.

the computer with its associated databank); as will be describes in subsequent

sections.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES AND APPENDICES

In order to understand the invention and to see how it may be carried out
in practice, embodiments including the preferred embodiment will now be
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a schematic view of an Internet data-communications
topology;

Figure 2 illustrates a schematic view of a system using the
descriptive-profile mercantile method;

Figure 3 illustrates a schematic view of a computer program product;

Figure 4 illustrates a schematic view of a program storage device; and

Figure 5 illustrates a schematic view of an installed computer system for

facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In Figure 1 there is presented a schematic illustration of a
data-communications topology as a wide area network (e.g. the Internet) (1)
having interconnected thereto a visitor (2), a user (3), and a system (4)
embodying the method of the present invention.

The present invention relates to a descriptive-profile mercantile method
(further presented in figure 2), for use at a juncture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles,
the method including the steps of:

(a) from a user (3), receiving (5) a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;

(b) using the first partial profile, searching (6) a databank (7) having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at
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least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;
(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i. (10) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said
databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least
one second partial profile; or

ii. (9) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, receiving a
transaction includes extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the
first partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key
portions is then used as the first partial profile for the searching of the
databank. According to a variation of this embodiment, extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank using
a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first
partial profile.

According to another embodiment of the present invention, contracting
includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.

According to a different embodiment of the present invention, contracting
a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or
transfer of the agreed portion.

According to a further embodiment of the present invention, incorporating

the agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed
portion of the first profile. According to a variation of this embodiment,
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incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the
first profile with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like
agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new
credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank. According to a
further refinement of this variation, contracting includes selecting a pricing
structure according to a result of a computation comparing the new credibility

weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

According to an additional embodiment of the present invention,

receiving a transaction includes consulting an external database (11).

According to an extension embodiment of the present invention, the
method is furthermore including:

i) searching at least one external database (11) for a partial profile
or portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and
ii) between the database and the databank, contracting for the
databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially
thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the
first profile into at least one second partial profile.

The present invention also relates to (see figure 3) a computer program
product including a computer usable medium having computer readable
program code embodied therein for facilitating descriptive profile mercantile
activities, the computer readable program code including:

a) first computer readable program code (20) for causing a computer to
receive a transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first
partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer

readable program code (21) for causing the computer to use the first
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partial profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile; and
c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
readable program code (22) for causing the computer to contract
between the user and the databank:
1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first
profile into at least one second partial profile; or
ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

Furthermore, the present invention relates to (see figure 4) a program
storage device (30) readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of
instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial

profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter

10
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said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention also relates to (see figure 5) a computer system for
facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:
a) a computer (40) installed at a juncture in a data-communications
topology (1);
b) associated with said computer, a storage device (42) for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and
c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,
appurtenances (41) for performing method steps including:
1) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;
ii) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said
databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always
yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial
profile;
iii) between the user and the databank, contracting:

(1)  for the databank to own or represent a right to & first
mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second
partial profile; or

(2) for the user to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate

second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the

11
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databank transmitting to the user the second mutually
agreed portion of the second profile.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Attribute” relates to an Information particular (or attribute) that is aggregated
with other particulars to form a partial profile. Examples of Attributes may be:
name, address, income, age, education, details of product purchase
Transaction over the Internet, credit rating, etc.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Data” relates to knowledge concerning a Visitor.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Data-Communications Topology” relates to a virtually interconnected
collection of communications facilities including at least one mutually agreed
protocol between any directly communication facilities in the collection.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Information” relates to the collection of all Attributes known by a User about
a Visitor.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
"Pricing Structure" relates to the price and payments for Data exchanged by the
User and the System.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, all
profiles are by definition partial. A profile may describe aspects of a person,
or an organization, or of a corporation. It is logically impossible to have
complete Information about any of these. However, any particular of
Information about any of these may have an economic value for a customer of
profile Information.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, a
“Databank” relates to an accessible searchable aggregation of records or like

Data structure units wherein “partial” profiles are stored.
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In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“System” relates to a computer embodying the descriptive profile mercantile
method according to the present invention.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Transaction” relates to a process to complete a communicative activity
between the parties that reciprocally affect or influence the other party. It may
include a partial profile, an identification of the User, a reference to a
contractual mechanism related to the acquisition, screening, and/or
distribution of new Data and a Pricing Structure

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“user” relates to an individual, web site, search-robot and/or other type of
software agent that interacts with the System by virtue of their contacting a
juncture in the Data-communications topology where the method is installed in
order to acquire, trade, dispose of and/or broker some Attribute Data for the
purpose of acquiring some potential economic or other value in connection
with that Attribute Data.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“visitor” relates toan entity the User has access to or is interested in. The visitor
could be a consumer or potential customer of an offering of goods, services, or

information.

13

248



10

15

20

25

30

INTRODUCTION

This invention relates to gaining an ability to buy, sell, broker, and trade
specific pieces of Data between two disjoint parties within the context of a
System that may include a Databank and that may include a micro-payment
royalty arrangement as a Pricing Structure in connection with the aforesaid
exchange of Data.

The specific pieces of Data that may be involved in the exchange are
known as Attributes. The Attributes relate to details of a particular profile. The
profile can be a collection of descriptive Information as used by an advertiser
for generating targeted advertising or used by an insurer for finding a more
specific actuarial rate. It is noted that a secondary type of profile that is also
contained in another embodiment of the invention is a form of a collective
profile that is an aggregate that is based on a pre-structured analysis of the
existing individual profiles such as average or typical.

In the normal course of a Transaction between a User and an

embodiment of a System according to the present invention a typical scenario

ensues:
1. A Visitor arrives at a web site of the User. The web site of the
User collects a variety of specific Data about the Visitor that may
include the Visitor's cookie and any other Information that the
Visitor voluntarily disclosed to the web site.
2. The web site has a number of interests in the Visitor and the

Information that the web site possesses about the Visitor. In
connection to a profile of the Visitor, there would be a benefit to
the web site if the web site could acquire additional Information
as to the specific Visitor or at least acquire typical profile
Information about a class of individuals possessing similar
profiles relative to the specific Visitor. Possession of such
additional Information will enable the web site to engage in

potentially more successful product offering and/or targeted
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advertising to the Visitor. Another independent benefit that can
accrue to the web site is to gain some economic remuneration for
and as a function of the Information itself that the web site

possesses about the Visitor.

In order for the web site to progress and to potentially achieve either or
both of the above mentioned benefits (the improved targeted advertising (or
improved product offering) to the Visitor as well as the gain of some economic
remuneration of the Information itself about the Visitor);, the web site now
becomes a User of the System of the present invention. The web site as a User
of the present invention constructs a Transaction that contain those portions of
the Information it possesses about the Visitor that it is allowed to diverge to

third parties.

The Transaction includes:

1. Information that the User is allowed to disclose to third parties
about the Visitor.

2. Contract terms about the User, typically including but not limited
to: identity, pre-determined rate structures per Transaction type,
and Information type, pre-determined contractual relations with
the System as to what each party - the User and the System can
do with Information exchanged between them.

3. Instructions as to the type of Transaction - buy, sell, broker,
and/or trade Information to be conducted between the User and

the System.

Thus, the User sends a Transaction in the Data communication typology
where the System is installed; as for example, via the Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless packet communications System, etc. Thereupon, the System
receives the Transaction, identifies the User, interprets instructions sent

concerning the Transaction’s contractual terms and type, i.e. the applicable
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contract and structure for using all or part of the Attributes contained in the
Information (hereinafter, "First Visitor Profile Data " includes the profile of the
visitor as known to the site, visitor information included in the communication
protocol such as the information in the http header, profile attributes that enable
the identification of the entity described by the profile by the databank such as
name, address, URL, cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so
forth. It should be noticed that the profile of the visitor known to the site
mentioned above might not include certain attributes the User is not interested
in exposing to the databank or attributes that are of no interest to the databank.
For example, a databank that identifies web site visitors by the cookie its server
put on their computers, could decide not to take ‘real world identifying
attributes’ such as name, address and e-mail in order to give web surfers a level
of anonymity

The System searches a Databank according to what is contained in the
First Visitor Profile Data (contained in the transaction) in order to find either: at
least one profile in the Databank that matches the Information in the visitor
profile (that includes the information dispatched by the User related to the
Visitor, visitor information included in the communication protocol such as the
information in the http header, profile attributes that enable the identification of
the entity described by the profile by the databank such as name, address, URL,
cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so forth.) or to find at
least one aggregate profile that describes a profile of a group that the Visitor
might be belonging to, as a member of that group.

If it is the intent contained in the Transaction instructions of the User to
purchase additional Attributes that may relate to the First Visitor Profile Data,
then the System examines the profiles it has found in its search, determines if it
has any new Attributes not sent by the User. In the event that the System has
found new Attributes that had not been sent by the User, the System reviews
the contract instructions of the Transaction in order to determine the relevance
of the new Attributes found to the intent of the User. If the system finds the

new attributes relevant then, the System will debt the User's account in
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accordance with a pre-agreed Pricing Structure in connection with additional
Attributes related to the First Visitor Profile Data that are delivered as Data to
the User.

A non-limiting example of the principle of Data release in accordance
with the User's contractual instructions is here in provided. It may be that in
the contract with the User, the User has instructed that it is never interested in
receiving any Data that not specifically relates to the visitor, meaning the user
is not interested in information about an average profile of a group that the
visitor might belongs to. Another example could be that the user has instructed
that it is not interested in the habits of a visitor, but specifically only in
information about his age, gender, education and income. (((the sentence in the
brackets should be erased: in connection with the name of the Visitor. The
reason may be to preclude the System from disclosing the name of the Visitor
since the User always knows the name of the Visitor and has no interest in
paying to re-learn what it already knows. Thus, in accordance with the
contractual instructions, no new Attribute Data relating to information the user
specified it is not interested in will either be sent, and since not sent; it will not
be debited.

An alternative example is the case where the User only has an interest in
a pre-defined - with in the Transactional instructions - set of Attributes. For
example the User may only be interested in what type of car the Visitor drives,
or what the Visitor's current credit rating is, or what may be most interesting
example, what category of goods have been purchased by the Visitor over a
pre-defined period. It is noted that elements of this last example may typically
be a piece of Information that other typical Users trade with or sell to the
System.

It should be noted that a user may restrict the use of attributes it sells to
the databank. The restrictions could be of number of usage, to whom the
databank has the permission to sell or to whom not to sell and so forth.

A second class of Data that is found by the System as it searches may

equally be of value to the User. This is the search result that demonstrate
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discrepancies between the disclosure of Information by the User to the System
and the results of the search by the System. The fact that there is a discrepancy
as well as the nature thereof may be of value to the User, the System, or both.

A third category is the example where there may be pieces of
Information of the User in the descriptive portion of the Transaction that
describes the Visitor which the search by the System failed to disclose. For
example, the make and model of the car driven by the Visitor of a recent
purchase from the User's web site might be the new Information otherwise
unknown to the System. In this instance, the System would go through an
appropriate contractual arrangement in order to credit the User for the new
Attribute which the User has delivered to the System.

The various kinds of contracts available in a Transaction between the
System and the User are: buy, sell, broker, and trade. Where new Information is
disclosed to the System a royalty arrangement (or, alternatively, an outright
purchase or sale) comprised of micro payments may be employed. In addition
to the various kinds of contracts, there are various types of Users. A User may
be a large scale commercial web site or an individual small scale web page.
Furthermore, there may be different types of rate structures. An audited User
where the Users have taken efforts to verify Information relative to a User, as
for example a credit bureau, would have a different payment rate for new
Information that it discloses to the System than from a User with Information
that is neither audited not verified but which is causal.

Thus the value of Information in a Databank can change as a function of
its credibility, source, and veracity. Accordingly, the royalty payment rate for
said Information could be enhanced or reduced as a function of its value.

In addition to profiles of a Visitor it may be of interest to allow an
embodiment of the invention to create a type of secondary market for the
Information consisting of a predetermined class of profiles about all Visitors.
For example it may be of interest to know what type of individuals, their

profession, income, gender, and geographic location buy a certain model of
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vehicle. The purchase, sale, trade, and/or brokerage of this class of Data can

than enter a mercantile model and may be of significant interest to advertisers.

DESCRIPTION

The preferred embodiment of the present invention relates to the use of a
procedure on a computer attached to a network, Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless packet communication System or hybrid composite of any of
the above whereby Data is exchanged by purchase, sale, trade, or brokerage
and micro payments of royalties as a Pricing Structure that may accompany
the Data exchange.

This procedure begins with the introduction to the System of Data that
contains a partial profile that will be used in the establishment, supplement, or
improvement of a descriptive profile. The partial profile will often itself
contain certain predetermined identified commercial Attributes, demographic
Attributes, or behavioral Attributes or combinations thereof or the like. These
Attributes then allow construction of a descriptive profile that resides as
existing Information in a Databank. However, inherent design characteristics
of the descriptive profile results in the descriptive profile always being partial.
This means that Data within the profile relates to one or more Attributes of
the item, business, service, Data characteristic, advertisement, or person that
is being profiled. The descriptive profile is then methodically employed in an
activity that verifies or contradicts, maintains, modifies, updates or
downgrades, and/or enhances the Databank of corresponding previously
existing partial profiles. Thereafter, the System may retain, market, and/or
exchange with the User new resultant (of the process described) Data that
contains further descriptive profile Attributes for further usage.

Since the present invention is directed to the value of details of a profile;
it is an object of the present invention to facilitate transfer of rights to such
particulars. For example, a visitor may arrive at a commercial Internet
web-site. The visitor may disclose his cookie and may provide the web-site

with other facts about the Visitor on a non-confidential basis. The web site
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may then contact a juncture in a Data-communications topology where the
present method is installed. According to one scenario, the web-site is a
familiar User of the present method, and has pre-arranged the terms and
conditions of what Information he may wish to transfer rights to. For
example, after considering the web-site transmission containing the
non-confidential disclosed Information, the System may find that all of the
Information already recorded in its Databank with the single exception of the
visitor’s annual income. By prearranged contract details, the web-site is given
a predetermined micro-payment credit for providing this detail. Alternatively,
by prearranged contract the Databank agrees to store this User Attribute and
to credit the providing web-site with a micro-payment royalty for each use of
this Attribute “purchased” from the Databank by each interested party.

Likewise, according to the same prearranged contractual arrangements
between the User and the Databank, the Databank may find that it represents a
right to an Attribute that has not been disclosed to it by the User. In this
example, the System's Databank may then transmit a query to the User in the
form: “for the identified visitor (detail from original Transaction inserted), are
you interested in the following Attributes according to the associated payment
conditions: (education level, micro-payment price schedule 1), (gender,
micro-payment price schedule 2), etc.?”

The Systematic procedure described in the preceding paragraph includes
various steps that can be better illustrated by example. However, the reader
should be aware that all examples which are stated in this document are
limiting examples that are expressed in this document solely for the purpose
of explanation and not for the purpose of limitation.

Initially a User will interface with the System by providing the System's
Databank with a partial profile consisting of at least one Attribute which will
enable the identification of the entity described by the profile in the
System’s databank (the attribute could be for example, the cookie installed
on the visitor’s computer (the visitor to a web site which is a user of the

system of course) by the server attached to the databank. The User enables
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the server attached to the databank to receive the cookie it installed by
redirecting a portion of the visitor page to the Databank’s server) . For
example a company might provide the System with a name of one of its
customers. This step sets the process in motion. For once there is an

5 initiation by contribution of an initial Attribute list by the User, the System
will search existing Data in the Databank.

It should be recognized that the existing Databank would have the
characteristics that when it is approached by the User it will already contain
or have the ability to acquire or generate a multiplicity of other partial

10 profiles and room for at least one null profile; since it is the business of the
Databank to consider representing any new item of profile Information. For
example the Databank might contain a list of geographic addresses of
individuals. Then, once the User provides a name, the System will provide
either a corresponding address or the message address unknown.

15 An alternative example has the User, in this case a web portal, providing
the computer with a list of the previously monitored search habits of one of
the portal's Visitors. The System's Databank might then suggest to the portal
other web sites that contain text and/or graphics of similar type which the
portal might then suggest to the Visitor, presuming that the system maintains

20 profiles on portals or web sites or surfing habits. If the web sites provided by
the portal are provided on a fee basis, then a mechanism may be included in
the contractual basis between the portal and the System whereby partial
remuneration in the form of a micro payment would be made for any click
through activity on the part of the Visitor to a web site suggested by the

25 System to the portal and then suggested by the portal to the Visitor. It is
noted that the click through itself would be of further interest to both the
portal and the System in the building by the System of a profile related to the
behavioral characteristics or psychological makeup or predisposition of the
Visitor.

30 Once there is a coupling of the first partial profile of the User with a

second partial profile existing in the Databank, a contract can be formed
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between the User and the System related to the new Information set which has
resulted. The contract should provide that the System will own or acquire a
license to utilize an agreed portion of the first partial profile which has been
confirmed and at some time thereafter the System will incorporate the agreed
portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile in the System's
Databank.

For example the name of an individual (an initial partial profile provided
by the User) when coupled with age (a second partial profile provided by
another use, inherent in the System's Databank, or acquired by the System
searching other Databases will provide a partial second profile of certain
demographic value consisting of name and age. If for example other partial
profiles are found to correspond to gender, geographic address, and/or general
income there is a further enhancement of the partial second profile which
results in a gain in the value of the Information residing or incorporated from
other Databases into the System's Databank and offered for exchange in
accordance with the terms and instructions existing between the User and the
System.

Alternatively, rather than the System acquiring by ownership or license
an agreed portion of the first profile; the User itself might desire to acquire a
right to own or license to use at least a part of an agreed portion of the second
partial profile which has been confirmed by the System by its coupling with the
first partial profile. Thus it would be an agreed function of the System to
provide to the User an agreed portion of the second profile

For example the User might have the name and car model owned by a
driver; the System's Databank might have or have acquired the driving record
of the driver and the safety record of the particular car model. The result of the
coupling is the ability to refine an appropriate insurance rate for the particular
driver and his car.

Alternatively the descriptive profile mercantile method might do both of
the above by providing ownership or license to use certain Information gleaned

by the coupling of an initial partial profile with a second partial profile to both
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the System and the User. For example the System's Databank might retain the
use of the names and addresses of insurance agents and their actuarial
calculations residing in a geographical area proximate to the driver mentioned
in the above paragraph while a User (in this case the driver himself) might
retain the name and address of the insurance agents willing to offer him
insurance.

Inherent in the above examples is that the System that receives an input
or exchange of Data consisting of a first partial profile from a User will distill
from that Information at least one predetermined Attribute. This Attribute is
then utilized by the System for searching the System's Databank. Thus, the
System when receiving Data will within the parameters of the Transaction
extract at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein
at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the
first partial profile for the searching of the System's Databank. When the
System extracts Data it also constructs at least one composite key for the
searching of the Databank using a combinatorial of at least two of the
predetermined key portions of the first partial profile. For example, a
combination of the name and address of a person described in a profile will be
used to search the databank. The combinatorial use is of importance to
differentiate between partial profiles of people with the same name that does not
allow cookies for example. Continuing the example, in addition to whether the
advertisement is for automobiles, it may be important to couple that Information
with only advertisements for home utility vans such that the first partial profile
will now consist of car advertisements for only home utility vans.

An “interest” expressed by a User and the System, as to what these
parties define between them as relevant Data, may be expressed by the User
and the System in a Pricing Structure. The Pricing Structure will include a
contract between the User and the System that will include an obligation by the
party which utilizes the Information flowing to the System’s Databank to pay
the other for substantially each use or transfer of the agreed Information

transferred between them. Instant Data may or may not be ephemeral, however
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the profiles themselves may have a certain limited or even unlimited shelf live.
This means that Information becomes currency and is treated by the parties in a
manner similar to currency. To own or utilize certain Information, there is a
price associated with it either as a sales price or a rental price. In the event that
the Information is re-useable, in part or in whole then a certain predetermined
royalty may be associated with each use of the portion of the Information
which is reused. Let an example be provided at this juncture to further illustrate
the operation of the preferred embodiment.

Normative market research consists of an array of Information that is
gleaned from answers provided to a questioner. However the market research
contains within itself not only the ability to provide truthful responses but also
the ability to provide sampling errors due to either wrong answers, wrongly
recorded answers, an error in the framing of the questions themselves, and/or
an error in the population base which is being questioned. Clearly the larger
and more diverse (or more homogeneous) the sample population (dependent on
the type of responses required), the larger number of similar questions
answered, and the ability to better refine the questions all assist in increasing
the value of the market analysis performed.

In the embodiment of the invention described, the User provides either a
question or an answer, i.e. the initial partial profile. Thereupon, the System
thereupon takes the initial partial profile and extracts from it a predetermined
Data that is then used for searching the Databank. Depending on the contract
between the User and the System, the System will or will not pay the User for
the initial partial profile, or parts thereof. The search, of the Databank, results
in the construction of a new profile that contains at least two predetermined
parts of the first partial profile. For example, both the User and the System may
be interested in screening the responses to a market survey of an individual
respondent in order to ascertain whether on previous or similar questionnaires
the respondent's answers were identical or deviant. This will allow both the

User and the System to value the truthfulness and veracity of the current
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responses. The aforesaid quality value will have a predetermined monetary or
other agreed “barter” value between the parties.

In addition, since the upgrading or downgrading of the credibility of the
respondent has qualitative value in and of itself for other market surveys; to the
extent that the User's Information contributed to the new evaluation of the
respondent a payment might flow to the User. Similarly, to the extent that the
upgrading or downgrading of the credibility of the respondent is based on
existing Information in the System's Databank, the System may provide a
royalty payment to the initiator of the existing Information in the System's
Databank. Thus, to the extent that the Information inherent in the initial partial
profile and in existing partial profiles have value and to the extent that
participants who utilize the System (including the System's Databank itself)
have agreed on the value rating of the Information and the amount to be paid
between them an exchange of predetermined economic value will flow between
the participants. In addition, to the extent there is further Information and
further participants, the continuing re-evaluation by the participants of a market
valuation of the Information as a function of the expected utility value of the
Information may further drive over time the price evaluation of both the
Information and the payments to be made between Users and the System.

Furthermore, the preferred embodiment may embrace a further possible
variations, i.e. an assignment by the contracting participants and/or the
Databank, per se, of a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the first partial
profile. Coupling of the first partial profile with a second partial profile result
in verification/confirmation of the first partial profile and second partial profile
or contradiction/down grading of the credibility of the first partial profile
and/or the second partial profile. By example, the first partial profile contains
the name of Joe Blue, the Information that he is male, and the Information that
he lives in Mississippi. However the corresponding second partial profile
associated with Joe Blue contains the Information that he is a she (real name
Josephine) and that she lives in Mississippi. The verification - perhaps- of the

name is of dubious value in and of itself, However, in the event that for a
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certainty it can be established that Joe Blue is really Josephine Blue and that
the gender is female rather than male; then to a User of the Information the
validation or disqualification of the Information has significant results. Assume
if you would that the User of the Information is an advertiser of beauty care
products; the fact that Joe is male or female can result in an advertisement of
beauty care products to specifically targeted to the profile - in this case, male or
female. In this instant case the User (the advertiser) will assign a value to the
credibility of the Information.

Intrinsic to the example immediately above is the ability of the
participants either individually or collectively to either raise or lower the rated
utility value assigned to the first partial profile consistent with the
pre-determined (but perhaps equally dynamic) credibility weighting System of
the second partial profile. Thereafter the newly rated utility value of the partial
profile incorporated in the Database is stored for future usage. Lets see how
this works in the case of Joe (Josephine) Blue. The first partial profile indicated
that Joe was male; however all subsequent partial profiles which could be
assigned to Joe (Josephine) Blue render to a statistical certainty that Joe
(Josephine) Blue is actually female. This combined with other Attributes like
geographical address, income level, and even spending patterns, when stored in
the Databank results in an increasingly higher utility value rating for the
(credible) Information associated with Joe (Josephine) Blue. Thus, the raising
or lowering of the credibility rating of an Attribute due to the interaction
between the associated Attribute of the first partial profile and the second
partial profile results in a corresponding change in the rating of the anticipated
utility value of the Attributes and profile themselves.

A further variation of the preferred embodiment incorporates an agreed
portion of the Data and assigns a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the
first profile. This is accomplished by assigning a credibility rating of the first

profile with a pre-existing credibility rating of a substantially like agreed portion
of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new credibility

weighting for the agreed portion in the System's Databank. This may result in an
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interesting result. When the participants select a Pricing Structure in accordance
with a predetermined corresponding rating of the utility value of the partial
Attributes; the result of the continuous re-calibration of new Information with
existing Information and a predetermined agreement by the parties as to the
various value rating of an Attribute.

If, for example, Ms. Blue's credit rating would be confirmed as
bankrupt; the desirability of an advertiser to send her advertisements for the
purchase of a pleasure craft would be seriously impacted notwithstanding the
fact that other Information in the Databank related to Ms Blue indicates that she
is a water skiing enthusiast and otherwise fits both demographic, behavioral,
and/or psychological profiles (which might reside in the Databank) associated
with candidates for potential purchasers of pleasure craft.

Another particularly useful variation of the preferred embodiment of the
invention includes within it the possibility of consultation by the System with

an external Database or external Databases. For example, the System is not
restricted to searching the existing Attributes residing within its own Databank.
Rather, the System is capable of acting as a first partial profile User to other
Databases, searching them, trading Information with them or borrowing,
renting, or purchasing other Attributes with them. Thus the Information related
to credit worthiness Attributes of Ms. Blue of the previous example might
reside in a Database owned by a credit company. Nonetheless, as per the
example, the System would be able to utilize the Information resident in the
credit company's Database for its own purposes related to the Transaction with
the User.

Furthermore the preferred embodiment may embrace other possible
variations, including an ability to search one or more external Databases for a
partial profile, or part thereof which complements at least one second partial
profile of the System’s Databank. In the example of Ms. Blue; the name may
be resident in the Databank as well as a number of different external Databases.
Other Attributes may reside as well either in the Databank or in one or more

external Databases. Nonetheless the result by search, correlation, and rating of
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the Information in the Databank and the Databases results in both an expanded
profile and a higher rating as to credibility of the partial profile existing both in
the Databank and in the other Databases.

Thus, both System and owners of other Databases may themselves
contract between themselves for the right to own, use, license, or rent the
other's partial profile and for the right to sublicense others to further use the
other's partial profile. Since the Information may very well have a shelf life -
even as its credibility and rating may change over time - the result is a
corresponding velocity of the value of the Information in that not only is the
more the Information used is the more valuable it is and becomes; but the more
the Information can be used the greater the potential value it has to its owners
of licensors (with a right to sublicense). If we return to our example of Ms.
Blue, the fact that she is female (Information from the System's Databank), is
interested in water skiing (a partial Attribute contributed by the first partial
profile User), and has a restored credit rating (provided by an external credit
service Database) means that other Users looking at their own profiles of
young, single, sports minded women, would desire to provide her with
advertisements related to scuba diving in the Gulf of Mexico. This other User
would pay the System for the Information it has stored or accessed. The System
itself would pay the initial provider of the verification of the gender of Ms.
Blue, to the User who contributed that Ms. Blue is interested in water skiing
and might share a fee associated with the clarification of Ms. Blues' actual
credit worthiness.

As an alternative embodiment to a process that has previously been
described is the ability to embody the invention not as a process but as a
computer useable program, i.e. a software product, which allows the exchange
of descriptive profiles between Users, Databanks, and/or computers. Another

alternative is usage as a computer program storage device.
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CLAIMS

1. A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
5 databank of partial profiles, the method including the steps of:
a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;
b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
10 one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;
¢) between the user and the databank, contracting:
1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
15 said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or
i) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the

20 second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein receiving a transaction includes
extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile,
wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then

25 used as the first partial profile for the searching of the databank.

3. The method according to claim 2 wherein extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank

using a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of
30 the first partial profile.
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4, The method according to claim 1 wherein contr::facting includes selecting
a pricing structure according to  rating of the user,

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein contracting a right includes
5 accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the
agreed portion.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein ﬁ@moraﬁng the agreed
portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of
10 the first profile.

7. The method according to claim 6 wherein ,:incorporating includes
convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the first profile with a
pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a

15 proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted mew credibility
weighting for thg agreed portion in the databank.

8. The method according to claim 7 wherein contracting includes selecting
a pricing structure according to a result of a computation comparing the
20 new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. The method according to claim 1 wherein receivfihg a transaction includes
consulting an external database.

25 10, The method according to claim 1 further includi:i‘g
i) searching at least one external database for a partial profile or

portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and

ii) between the database and the databank, contracting for the
30 databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially
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thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the
first profile into at least one second partial profile.

11. A computer program product including a computer ussble medinm having
5 computer readable program code embodied : therein for facilitating
descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program
code including: ‘

a) first computer readable program code fort causing a computer to

receive a transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first
10 partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer
readable program code for causing the computer to use the first partial
profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial profiles,
wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that said

15 searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile
to the first partial profile; and X

c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
readable program code for causing the compiter to contract between
the user and the databank: .

20 i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first

profile into at least one second partial profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
25 agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,

and substantially thereafter for the databan}c to transmit to the user

the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

12, A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a
30 program of instructions executable by the machiné to perform method steps

for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
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data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:
a) from a user, receiving a transaction havi;ig thercin a first partial
profile;

5 b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
one mull profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

10 i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agteed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or
ii)' for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually

15 agreed portion of at least one said proximﬁte second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutnalty agreed portion of the second profile.

13. A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile
20 method, the system including:
a) a computer installed at a juncture in a data-communications topology;
b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and .,
c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

25 appurtenances for performing method steps including:
i) from a user, receiving a transaction hai}ing therein a first partial
profile;
i) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said
30 databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always
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yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial
profile;
iii) between the user and the databank, contracting:
(1) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
5 mufually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first proﬁfe into at least one second
partial profile; or :
(2) for the user to own or represént a right to a second
10 mutually agreed portion of at }east one said proximate
second partial profile, and sﬁbs’wnﬁa]ly thereafter the
databank transmitting to the~1?1ser the second mutually
agreed portion of the second pfo_ﬁle.

33

268



10

15

ABSTRACT

A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, is disclosed. The method includes the steps of:
from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile; using
the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile to
the first partial profile; and between the user and the databank, contracting: (I)
for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of
the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating
the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or
(I1) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion
of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter
the databank transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the
second profile. The present invention operates best on a brokerage
representation model; and thereby provides a means for making viable the

economic commerce in information attributes.
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A Descriptive-Profile Mercantile Method
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a mercantile method.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a mercantile method

directed to brokerage of attributes of information.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Advances in database technology have given rise to commerce m records,
files and databases, per se. For example, paying for a database credit check for
an individual or buying a mailing list have become common practice. These
well-known systems do not address the problems of how the database is to
collect all of the attributes of information that are contained therein. Often, the
contents of a database are the result of massive clerical efforts, which usually
represent the product of many calendar years of transactional accumulations.

Sometimes, whole databases are merged to form higher precision data
clusters. For example, voting turnout lists may be integrated with census data to
produce a register from which a statistical profile of voters may be derived.
Another example relates to merging the records of a credit card company with
the records of a mortgage company. For those persons having an entry in each
of the constituent record sets, the result is a credit profile of more precise
resolution. In this example, the actual economic value of merged reco_rds
exceeds the combined values of constituent records. This would likewise be
true for the inclusion of any additional attribute of information to any record.

Unfortunately, the current state of information commerce is focused on
the sales of whole databases, whole records, or evaluations based on single or

clusters of records. In commercial applications where specific attributes of
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information strongly effect the value of evaluations, there is a need in the art
for commerce in such attributes. For example, in targeted advertising, every
attribute, which substantially effects the probability of that advertisement’s
success, innately has a discrete economic value. Likewise, in actuarial
calculations, how precisely a client can be profiled determines what the
probability of profiting from such a client.

More specifically, there remains a need in the art for assigning values to
information attributes or for managing value assignments to information
attributes. In the absence of such assignments or management, the commerce in
information attributes, per se, is substantially precluded; especially in
client-specific advertisement profiling, client-specific actuarial targeting, and
the like.

NOTICES

The present invention will forthwith be described with a certain degree of
particularity, however those versed in the art will readily appreciate that various
modifications and alterations may be carried out without departing from either
the spirit or scope, as hereinafter claimed.

In describing the present invention, explanations are presented in light of
currently accepted theories and models; be they scientific, economic,
sociological, etc. Such theories and models are subject to changes, both
adiabatic and radical. Often these changes occur because representations for
fundamental component elements are innovated, because new transformations
between these elements are conceived, or because new interpretations arise for
these elements or for their transformations. Therefore, it is important to note
that the present invention relates to specific technological actualization in
embodiments. Accordingly, theory or model dependent explanations herein,
related to these embodiments, are presented for the purpose of teaching, the

current man of the art or the current team of the art, how these embodiments
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may be substantially realized in practice. Alternative or equivalent explanations

for these embodiments may neither deny nor alter their realization.
GLOSSARY

Profile: A collection of attributes that describe a person or an
organization or any other entity that can be described by a combination of
data. For example, a person profile could be a collection of the following
attributes: the person’s gender, the person’s age, the person’s education,

10 the person’s interests as reflected in his behavior or as reported by the
person or as reflected from his membership in a specific club and so forth.
An organization profile could be a collection of the following attributes:
number of employees, activities the organization maintain whether

business activities or other activities, the organization’s revenues, the

15 organization’s gross profit, the organization’s operating profit, the

organization’s net profit, the organization’s equity and so forth. It should

e

be mentioned that profile attributes include among other things, attributes
that enable the identification of the entity described by the profile such as

name, address, URL, cookie. In addition, profile attributes may include
20 information learned about the entity described by the profile from a

communication protocol such as the information learned about the visitor

to a web site from its http header.

y at owns attributes contained in at least one partial

25 profile. The entity could be a web site that has a database of its visitor
profiles, an organization with a database of partial profiles or the subject
described by the profile itself. '

Cookie: A text (or alphanumeric) string that is put on a computer

30 hard disk of a visitor to a web site by the web site’s server. The cookie

enables the identification of the specific computer on its future visits to
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the web site. Each cookie is reported (by the computer browser) only to
the web site server that installed that cookie. Therefore, it should be
clearly understood that the only way for a third party to acquire cookie
data is to receive that data from the server that installed that cookie, or
5 from another third party who so acquired the data from a chain of parties

going back to that cookie setting server, etc.

Contract: An agreement between a user and a system incorporating

the method of the present invention wherein ownership of an attribute or a

10 right to represent an attribute is transferred from one party to another for
an agreed consideration. Generally, examples include a purchase of an

attribute for cash or credit, or an acceptance of an attribute according to a

brokerage fee schedule. More specifically, since there are many problems

in assigning the value of an attribute, the system of the present invention

15 may simply agree to store new attributes with the proviso that users
wishing to acquire a copy of these attributes will transfer a payment

specified by the original attribute provider (the royalty payment) to that

provider and a brokerage fee for providing this service payable to the

system’s account. Alternatively, the attribute provider or the system may

20 elect to assign a value to an attribute using a formula which factors in
such parameters as newness of the attribute, geographical extent wherein

the attribute is of presumable value, veracity of the attribute, etc.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
25
The present invention generally relates to a descriptive-profile mercantile
method, for use at a juncture in a data-communications topology having
associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles, the method
including the steps of:

30 (a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile;
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(b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of
" second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null
profile so that said searching will always yield at least one proximate
second partial profile to the first partial profile;
(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i.  for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into
at least one second partial profile; or

ii.  for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention comes to provide a means for making viable the
economic commerce in information attributes. Since the value of such attribute
will only become well understood with the implementation of the present
method in the electronic commerce marketplace, the present best enabling
mode for the present invention operates on a brokerage representation model.
According to this model, a typical use of the present invention may be
according to the following scenario.

An electronically facilitated visitor to an Internet web-site presents his
credentials. These credentials could be the visitor profile itself or a cookie or a
user name and so forth that enables the site to retrieve the visitor profile or any
combination of the above. Of course, it could be that the site does not have a

profile of the visitor to that web-site. The web-site may make better profit from

- the visitation if it were to know more about the visitor. The web-site forwards

particulars from the visitor’s credentials (a partial profile), as well as
(optionally) a redirect to a portion of the visitor’s page to a server located in
cyberspace (at a juncture in a data communications topology). By redirecting a

portion of the visitor’s page to-the server, the visitor’s browser reports to the
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server a cookie the server put on the visitor’s computer in the past, if any. This
server interconnects the user’s transactions and the server own cookie (if used)
with a computer having therein software for running the method of the present
invention. Associated with the computer is a databank, having therein an
organized ensemble of information attributes.

The computer uses the forwarded visitor credentials with its server cookie
(if any) to search the associated databank. Either or both of two possible
mercantile events are set into motion thereby.

Firstly, it may be the case that the credentials contain new information
attributes which are not heretofore known in the databank. According to a
simple model of evaluating the value of those attributes, the database
incorporates these new attributes and the computer assigns a user selected
micro-payment royalty for each elected use of these attributes by any other
user. Stated simply, if the user provides a date of birth for a known named
person in the data bank, then the user is the owner of that date of birth attribute,
and a user designated micro payment royalty (or credit) is assigned to the user
for each purchase of that attribute by another user. The owner of the databank
may likewise collect for itself a brokerage commission for each use of the
attribute.

Secondly, the databank may contain new attributes that were not in the
initial visitor credentials. In this case, the user is told that such attributes exist
for purchase, what these new attributes describe (e.g. education level associated
with the visitor), and the micro-payment royalty plus brokerage fee that is
charged for each respective attribute. If the user is interested in any of these
attributes, then a contract is agreed to, resulting in a micro-payment transfer
from the user to the broker and to the royalty owner, and a transfer of a copy of
the attribute to the user (the buyer).

Other types of contracts and other types of pricing structures are available
for the user in his interactions with the “system of the present invention” (e.g.

the computer with its associated databank); as will be describes in subsequent

sections.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES AND APPENDICES

In order to understand the invention and to see how it may be carried out
in practice, embodiments including the preferred embodiment will now be
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a schematic view of an Internet data-communications
topology;

Figure 2 illustrates a schematic view of a system wusing the
descriptive-profile mercantile method;

Figure 3 illustrates a schematic view of a computer program product;

Figure 4 illustrates a schematic view of a program storage device; and

Figure 5 illustrates a schematic view of an installed computer system for

facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In Figure 1 there is presented a schematic illustration of a
data-communications topology as a wide area hetwork (e.g. the Internet) (1)
having interconnected thereto a visitor (2), a user (3), and a system (4)
embodying the method of the present invention.

The present invention relates to a descriptive-profile mercantile method
(further presented in figure 2), for use at a juncture in a data-communications
topology having associated therewith a maintained databank of partial profiles,
the method including the steps of:

(a) from a user (3), receiving (5) a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;

(b) using the first partial profile, searching (6) a databank (7) having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at
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least one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;
(c) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i. (10) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said
databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile into at least
one second partial profile; or

ii. (9) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed
portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and
substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, receiving a
transaction includes extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the
first partial profile, wherein at least one of these extracted predetermined key
portions is then used as the first partial profile for the searching of the
databank. According to a variation of this embodiment, extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank using
a combinatorial of at least two of the predetermined key portions of the first
partial profile.

According to another embodiment of the present invention, contracting

includes selecting a pricing structure according to a rating of the user.

According to a different embodiment of the present invention, contracting
a right includes accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or
transfer of the agreed portion.

According to a further embodiment of the present invention, incorporating

the agreed portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed
portion of the first profile. According to a variation of this embodiment,
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incorporating includes convoluting the assigned credibility weighting of the

first profile with a pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like

agreed portion of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new

credibility weighting for the agreed portion in the databank. According to a
5 further refinement of this variation, contracting includes selecting a pricing

structure according to a result of a computation comparing the new credibility

weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

According to an additional embodiment of the present invention,

10  receiving a transaction includes consulting an external database (11).

According to an extension embodiment of the present invention, the

method is furthermore including:
1) searching at least one external database (11) for a partial profile

15 or portion thereof which complements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and .
ii) between the database and the databank, contracting for the

ot s

[l

databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed

N

portion of the complementing first partial profile, and substantially

et MLt U @

0l 100 s

20 thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the
first profile into at least one second partial profile.

The present invention also relates to (see figure 3) a computer program

product including a computer usable medium having computer readable

25 program code embodied therein for facilitating descriptive profile mercantile
activities, the computer readable program code including:

a) first computer readable program code (20) for causing a computer to
receive a transaction from a user, the transaction having therein a first
partial profile;

30 b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer

readable program code (21) for causing the computer to use the first
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partial profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so
that said searching will always yield at least one proximate second
partial profile to the first partial profile; and
¢) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
readable program code (22) for causing the computer to contract
between the user and the databank:
i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first
profile into at least one second partial profile; or
if) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter for the databank to transmit to the user
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

Furthermore, the present invention relates to (see figure 4) a program
storage device (30) readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of
instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for a
descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

a) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial

profile;

b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality
of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least
one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second partial profile to the first partial profile;

¢) between the user and the databank, contracting:

i) for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter

10 .
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said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the first profile
into at least one second partial profile; or

ii)) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually
agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the
second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.

The present invention also relates to (see figure 5) a computer system for
facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile method, the system including:
a) a computer (40) installed at a juncture in a data-communications
topology (1);
b) associated with said computer, a storage device (42) for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and
¢) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,
appurtenances (41) for performing method steps including:
1) from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial
profile;
i) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial profiles, wherein is included in said
databank at least one null profile so that said searching will always
, yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial
profile;
iii) between the user and the databank, contracting:

(1)  for the databank to own or represent a right to a first
mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially thereafter said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second
partial profile; or

(2) for the user to own or represent a right to a second
mutually agreedAportion of at least one said proximate

second partial profile, and substantially thereafter the

11
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databank transmitting to the user the second mutually
agreed portion of the second profile.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

5
In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Attribute” relates to an Information particular (or attribute) that is aggregated
with other particulars to form a partial profile. Examples of Attributes may be:
name, address, income, age, education, details of product purchase
10 Transaction over the Internet, credit rating, etc.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Data” relates to knowledge concerning a Visitor.
In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,

“Data-Communications Topology” relates to a virtually interconnected

15 collection of communications facilities including at least one mutually agreed

pop
Han

protocol between any directly communication facilities in the collection.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,

“Information” relates to the collection of all Attributes known by a User about
a Visitor. ’

100 W kb

Wttt

20 In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
"Pricing Structure” relates to the price and payments for Data exchanged by the
User and the System.
In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, all
profiles are by definition partial. A profile may describe aspects of a person,
25 or an organization, or of a corporation. It is logically impossible to have
complete Information about any of these. However, any particular of
Information about any of these may have an economic value for a customer of
profile Information.
In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, a
30 “Databank™ relates to an accessible searchable aggregation of records or like

Data structure units wherein “partial” profiles are stored.

12
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In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“System” relates to a computer embodying the descriptive profile mercantile
method according to the present invention.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“Transaction” relates to a process to complete a communicative activity
between the parties that reciprocally affect or influence the other party. It may
include a partial profile, an identification of the User, a reference to a
contractual mechanism related to the acquisition, screening, and/or
distribution of new Data and a Pricing Structure

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“user” relates to an individual, web site, search-robot and/or other type of
software agent that interacts with the System by virtue of their contacting a
juncture in the Data-communications topology where the method is installed in
order to acquire, trade, dispose of and/or broker some Attribute Data for the
purpose of acquiring some potential economic or other value in connection
with that Attribute Data.

In the context of the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
“visitor” relates toan entity the User has access to or is interested in. The visitor
could be a consumer or potential customer of an offering of goods, services, or

information.

13
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INTRODUCTION

This invention relates to gaining an ability to buy, sell, broker, and trade
specific pieces of Data between two disjoint parties within the context of a
System that may include a Databank and that may include a micro-payment
royalty arrangement as a Pricing Structure in connection with the aforesaid
exchange of Data.

The specific pieces of Data that may be involved in the exchange are
known as Attributes. The Attributes relate to details of a particular profile. The
profile can be a collection of descriptive Information as used by an advertiser
for generating targeted advertising or used by an insurer for finding a more
specific actuarial rate. It is noted that a secondary type of profile that is also
contained in another embodiment of the invention is a form of a collective
profile that is an aggregate that is based on a pre-structured analysis of the
existing individual profiles such as average or typical.

In the normal course of a Transactior_l between a User and an

embodiment of a System according to the present invention a typical scenario

ensues:
1. A Visitor arrives at a web site of the User. The web site of the
User collects a variety of specific Data about the Visitor that may
include the Visitor's cookie and any other Information that the
Visitor voluntarily disclosed to the web site.
2. The web site has a number of interests in the Visitor and the

Information that the web site possesses about the Visitor. In
connection to a profile of the Visitor, there would be a benefit to
the web site if the web site could acquire additional Information
as to the specific Visitor or at least acquire typical profile
Information about a class of individuals possessing similar
profiles relative to the specific Visitor. Possession of such
additional Information will enable the web site to engage in
potentially more successful product offering and/or targeted

14
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advertising to the Visitor. Another independent benefit that can
accrue to the web site is to gain some economic remuneration for
and as a function of the Information itself that the web site

possesses about the Visitor.

In order for the web site to progress and to potentially achieve either or
both of the above mentioned benefits (the improved targeted advertising (or
improved product offering) to the Visitor as well as the gain of some economic
remuneration of the Information itself about the Visitor); the web site now
becomes a User of the System of the present invention. The web site as a User
of the present invention constructs a Transaction that contain those portions of
the Information it possesses about the Visitor that it is allowed to diverge to

third parties.

The Transaction includes:

1. Information that the User is allowed to disclose to third parties
about the Visitor.

2. Contract terms about the User, typically including but not limited
to: identity, pre-determined rate structures per Transaction type,
and Information type, pre-determined contractual relations with
the System as to what each party - the User and the Systein can
do with Information exchanged between them.

3. Instructions as to the type of Tramsaction - buy, sell, broker,
and/or trade Information to be conducted between the User and

the System.

Thus, the User sends a Transaction in the Data communication typology
where the System is installed; as for example, via the Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless packet communications System, etc. Thereupon, the System
receives the Transaction, identifies the User, interprets instructions sent

concerning the Transaction’s contractual terms and type, i.e. the applicable

15
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contract and structure for using all or part of the Attributes contained in the
Information (hereinafter, "First Visitor Profile Data " includes the profile of the
visitor as known to the site, visitor information included in the communication
protocol such as the information in the http header, profile attributes that enable
the identification of the entity described by the profile by the databank such as
name, address, URL, cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so
forth. It should be noticed that the profile of the visitor known to the site
mentioned above might not include certain attributes the User is not interested
in exposing to the databank or attributes that are of no interest to the databank.
For example, a databank that identifies web site visitors by the cookie its server
put on their computers, could decide not to take ‘real world identifying
attributes’ such as name, address and e-mail in order to give web surfers a level
of anonymity

The System searches a Databank according to what is contained in the
First Visitor Profile Data (contained in the transaction) in order to find either: at
least one profile in the Databank that matches the Information in the visitor
profile (that includes the information dispatched by the User related to the
Visitor, visitor information included in the communication protocol such as the
information in the http header, profile attributes that enable the identification of
the entity described by the profile by the databank such as name, address, URL,
cookie put by the server connected to the databank and so forth.) or to find at
least one aggregate profile that describes a profile of a group that the Visitor
might be belonging to, as a member of that group.

If it is the intent contained in the Transaction instructions of the User to
purchase additional Attributes that may relate to the First Visitor Profile Data,
then the System examines the profiles it has found in its search, determines if it
has any new Attributes not sent by the User. In the event that the System has
found new Attributes that had not been sent by the User, the System reviews
the contract instructions of the Transaction in order to determine the relevance
of the new Attributes found to the intent of the User. If the system finds the

new attributes relevant then, the System will debt the User's account in
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accordance with a pre-agreed Pricing Structure in connection with additional
Attributes related to the First Visitor Profile Data that are delivered as Data to
the User.

A non-limiting example of the principle of Data release in accordance
with the User's contractual instructions is here in provided. It may be that in
the contract with the User, the User has instructed that it is never interested in
feceiving any Data that not specifically relates to the visitor, meaning the user
is not interested in information about an average profile of a group that the
visitor might belongs to. Another example could be that the user has instructed
that it is not interested in the habits of a visitor, but specifically only in
information about his age, gender, education and income. (((the sentence in the
brackets should be erased: in connection with the name of the Visitor. The
reason may be to preclude the System from disclosing the name of the Visitor
since the User always knows the name of the Visitor and has no interest in
paying to re-learn what it already knows. Thus, in accordance with the
contractual instructions, no new Attribute Data relating to information the user
specified it is not interested in will either be sent, and since not sent; it will not
be debited.

An alternative example is the case where the User only has an interest in
a pre-defined - with in the Transactional instructions - set of Attributes. For
example the User may only be interested in what type of car the Visitor drives,
or what the Visitor's current credit rating is, or what may be most interesting
example, what category of goods have been purchased by the Visitor over a
pre-defined period. It is noted that elements of this last example may typically
be a piece of Information that other typical Users trade with or sell to the
System.

It should be noted that a user may restrict the use of attributes it sells to
the databank. The restrictions could be of number of usage, to whom the
databank has the permission to sell or to whom not to sell and so forth.

A second class of Data that is found by the System as it searches may

equally be of value to the User. This is the search result that demonstrate
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discrepancies between the disclosure of Information by the User to the System
and the results of the search by the System. The fact that there is a discrepancy
as well as the nature thereof may be of value to the User, the System, or both.

A third category is the example where there may be pieces of
Information of the User in the descriptive portion of the Transaction that
describes the Visitor which the search by the System failed to disclose. For
example, the make and model of the car driven by the Visitor of a recent
purchase from the User's web site might be the new Information otherwise
unknown to the System. In this instance, the System would go through an
appropriate contractual arrangement in order to credit the User for the new
Attribute which the User has delivered to the System.

The various kinds of contracts available in a Transaction between the
System and the User are: buy, sell, broker, and trade. Where new Information is
disclosed to the System a royalty arrangement (or, alternatively, an outright
purchase or sale) comprised of micro payments may be employed. In addition
to the various kinds of contracts, there are varioué types of Users. A User may
be a large scale commercial web site or an individual small scale web page.
Furthermore, there may be different types of raté structures. An audited User
where the Users have taken efforts to verify Information relative to a User, as
for example a credit bureau, would have a different payment rate for new
Information that it discloses to the System than from a User with Information
that is neither audited not verified but which is causal.

Thus the value of Information in a Databank can change as a function of
its credibility, source, and veracity. Accordingly, the royalty payment rate for
said Information could be enhanced or reduced as a function of its value.

In addition to profiles of a Visitor it may be of interest to allow an
embodiment of the invention to create a type of secondary market for the
Information consisting of a predetermined class of profiles about all Visitors.
For example it may be of interest to know what type of individuals, their

profession, income, gender, and geographic location buy a certain model of
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vehicle. The purchase, sale, trade, and/or brokerage of this class of Data can

than enter a mercantile model and may be of significant interest to advertisers.

DESCRIPTION
5 The preferred embodiment of the present invention relates to the use of a
procedure on a computer attached to a network, Internet, Intranet, LAN,
WAN, wireless packet communication System or hybrid composite of any of
the above whereby Data is exchanged by purchase, sale, trade, or brokerage
and micro payments of royalties as a Pricing Structure that may accompany
10 the Data exchange.

This procedure begins with the introduction to the System of Data that
contains a partial profile that will be used in the establishment, supplement, or
improvement of a descriptive profile. The partial profile will often itself
contain certain predetermined identified commercial Attributes, demographic

15 Attributes, or behavioral Attributes or combinations thereof or the like. These
Attributes then allow construction of a descriptive profile that resides as
existing Information in a Databank. However, inherent design characteristics
of the descriptive profile results in the descriptive profile always being partial.
This means that Data within the profile relates to one or more Attributes of

£3 20 the item, business, service, Data characteristic, advertisement, or person that
is being profiled. The descriptive profile is then methodically employed in an
activity that verifies or contradicts, maintains, modifies, updates or
downgrades, and/or enhances the Databank of corresponding previously
existing partial profiles. Thereafter, the System may retain, market, and/or

25 exchange with the User new resultant (of the process described) Data that
contains further descriptive profile Attributes for further usage.

Since the present invention is directed to the value of details of a profile;
it is an object of the present invention to facilitate transfer of rights to such
particulars. For example, a visitor may arrive at a commercial Internet

30 web-site. The visitor may disclose his cookie and may provide the web-site

with other facts about the Visitor on a non-confidential basis. The web site
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may then contact a juncture in a Data-communications topology where the
present method is installed. According to one scenario, the web-site is a
familiar User of the present method, and has pre-arranged the terms and
conditions of what Information he may wish to transfer rights to. For
example, after considering the web-site transmission containing the
non-confidential disclosed Information, the System may find that all of the
Information already recorded in its Databank with the single exception of the
visitor’s annual income. By prearranged contract details, the web-site is given
a predetermined micro-payment credit for providing this detail. Alternatively,
by prearranged contract the Databank agrees to store this User Attribute and
to credit the providing web-site with a micro-payment royalty for each use of
this Attribute “purchased” from the Databank by each interested party.

Likewise, according to the same prearranged contractual arrangements
between the User and the Databank, the Databank may find that it represents a
right to an Attribute that has not been disclosed to it by the User. In this
example, the System's Databank may then transmit a query to the User in the
form: “for the identified visitor (detail from original Transaction inserted), are
you interested in the following Attributes according to the associated payment
conditions: (education level, micro-payment price schedule 1), (gender,
micro-payment price schedule 2), etc.?”

The Systematic procedure described in the preceding paragraph includes
various steps that can be better illustrated by example. However, the reader
should be aware that all examples which are stated in this document are
limiting examples that are expressed in this document solely for the purpose
of explanation and not for the purpose of limitation.

Initially a User will interface with the System by providing the System's
Databank with a partial profile consisting of at least one Attribute which will
enable the identification of the entity described by the profile in the
System’s databank (the attribute could be for example, the cookie installed
on the visitor’s computer (the visitor to a web site which is a user of the

system of course) by the server attached to the databank. The User enables
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the server attached to the databank to receive the cookie it installed by
redirecting a portion of the visitor page to the Databank’s server) . For
example a company might provide the System with a name of one of its
customers. This step sets the process in motion. For once there is an
5 initiation by contribution of an initial Attribute list by the User, the System
will search existing Data in the Databank.

It should be recognized that the existing Databank would have the
characteristics that when it is approached by the User it will already contain
or have the ability to acquire or generate a multiplicity of other partial

10 profiles and room for at least one null profile; since it is the business of the
Databank to consider representing any new item of profile Information. For
example the Databank might contain a list of geographic addresses of
individuals. Then, once the User provides a name, the System will provide
either a corresponding address or the message address unknown.

15 An alternative example has the User, in this case a web portal, providing
the computer with a list of the previously monitored search habits of one of
the portal's Visitors. The System's Databank might then suggest to the portal
other web sites that contain text and/or graphics of similar type which the
portal might then suggest to the Visitor, presuming that the system maintains

20 profiles on portals or web sites or surfing habits. If the web sites provided by
the portal are provided on a fee basis, then a mechanism may be included in
the contractual basis between the portal and the System whereby partial
remuneration in the form of a micro payment would be made for any click
through activity on the part of the Visitor to a web site suggested by the

25 System to the portal and then suggested by the portal to the Visitor. It is
noted that the click through itself would be of further interest to both the
portal and the System in the building by the System of a profile related to the
behavioral characteristics or psychological makeup or predisposition of the
Visitor.

30 Once there is a coupling of the first partial profile of the User with a

second partial profile existing in the Databank, a contract can be formed
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between the User and the System related to the new Information set which has
resulted. The contract should provide that the System will own or acquire a
license to utilize an agreed portion of the first partial profile which has been
confirmed and at some time thereafter the System will incorporate the agreed
portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile in the System's
Databank. '

For example the name of an individual (an initial partial profile provided
by the User) when coupled with age (a second partial profile provided by
another use, inherent in the System's Databank, or acquired by the System
searching other Databases will provide a partial second profile of certain
demographic value consisting of name and age. If for example other partial
profiles are found to correspond to gender, geographic address, and/or general
income there is a further enhancement of the partial second profile which
results in a gain in the value of the Information residing or incorporated from
other Databases into the System's Databank and offered for exchange in
accordance with the terms and instructions existing between the User and the
System.

Alternatively, rather than the System acquiring by ownership or license
an agreed portion of the first profile; the User itself might desire to acquire a
right to own or license to use at least a part of an agreed portion of the second
partial profile which has been confirmed by the System by its coupling with the
first partial profile. Thus it would be an agreed function of the System to
provide to the User an agreed portion of the second profile

For example the User might have the name and car model owned by a
driver; the System's Databank might have or have acquired the driving record
of the driver and the safety record of the particular car model. The result of the
coupling is the ability to refine an appropriate insurance rate for the particular
driver and his car.

Alternatively the descriptive profile mercantile method might do both of
the above by providing ownership or license to use certain Information gleaned

by the coupling of an initial partial profile with a second partial profile to both
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the System and the User. For example the System's Databank might retain the
use of the names and addresses of insurance agents and their actuarial
calculations residing in a geographical area proximate to the driver mentioned
in the above paragraph while a User (in this case the driver himself) might
retain the name and address of the insurance agents willing to offer him
insurance. |

Inherent in the above examples is that the System that receives an input

or exchange of Data consisting of a first partial profile from a User will distill
from that Information at least one predetermined Attribute. This Attribute is
then utilized by the System for searching the System's Databank. Thus, the
System when receiving Data will within the parameters of the Transaction
extract at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile, wherein
at least one of these extracted predetermined key portions is then used as the
first partial profile for the searching of the System's Databank. When the
System extracts Data it also constructs at least one composite key for the
searching of the Databank using a combinatorial of at least two of the
predetermined key portions of the first partial profile. For example, a
combination of the name and address of a person described in a profile will be
used to search the databank. The combinatorial use is of importance to
differentiate between partial profiles of people with the same name that does not
allow cookies for example. Continuing the example, in addition to whether the
advertisement is for automobiles, it may be important to couple that Information
with only advertisements for home utility vans such that the first partial profile
will now consist of car advertisements for only home utility vans.

An “interest" expressed by a User and the System, as to what these
parties define between them as relevant Data, may be expressed by the User
and the System in a Pricing Structure. The Pricing Structure will include a
contract between the User and the System that will include an obligation by the
party which utilizes the Information flowing to the System’s Databank to pay
the other for substantially each use or transfer of the agreed Information

transferred between them. Instant Data may or may not be ephemeral, however
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the profiles themselves may have a certain limited or even unlimited shelf li\}e.
This means that Information becomes currency and is treated by the parties in a
manner similar to currency. To own or utilize certain Information, there is a
price associated with it either as a sales price or a rental price. In the event that
the Information is re-useable, in part or in whole then a certain predetermined
royaltyv may be associated with each use of the portion of the Information
which is reused. Let an example be provided at this juncture to further illustrate
the operation of the preferred embodiment.

Normative market research consists of an array of Information that is
gleaned from answers provided to a quesﬁoner. However the market research
contains within itself not only the ability to provide truthful responses but also
the ability to provide sampling errors due to either wrong answers, wrongly
recorded answers, an error in the framing of the questions themselves, and/or
an error in the population base which is being questioned. Clearly the larger
and more diverse (or more homogeneous) the sample population (dependent on
the type of responses required), the larger number of similar questions
answered, and the ability to better refine the questions all assist in increasing
the value of the market analysis performed.

In the embodiment of the invention described, the User provides either a
question or an answer, ie. the initial partial profile. Thereupon, the System
thereupon takes the initial partial profile and extracts from it a predetermined
Data that is then used for searching the Databank. Depending on the contract
between the User and the System, the System will or will not pay the User for

“the initial partial profile, or parts thereof. The search, of the Databank, results

in the construction of a new profile that contains at least two predetermined
parts of the first partial profile. For example, both the User and the System may
be interested in screening the responses to a market survey of an individual
respondent in order to ascertain whether on previous or similar questionnaires
the respondent's answers were identical or deviant. This will allow both the

User and the System to value the truthfulness and veracity of the current
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responses. The aforesaid quality value will have a predetermined monetary or
other agreed “barter” value between the parties.

In addition, since the upgrading or downgrading of the credibility of the
respondent has qualitative value in and of itself for other market surveys; to the
extent that the User's Information contributed to the new evaluation of the
respondent a payment might flow to the User. Similarly, to the extent that the
upgrading or downgrading of the credibility of the respondent is based on
existing Information in the System's Databank, the System may provide a
royalty payment to the initiator of the existing Information in the System's
Databank. Thus, to the extent that the Information inherent in the initial partial
profile and in existing partial profiles have value and to the extent that
participants who utilize the System (including the System's Databank itself)
have agreed on the value rating of the Information and the amount to be paid
between them an exchange of predetermined economic value will flow between
the participants. In addition, to the extent there is further Information and
further participants, the continuing re-evaluation by the participants of a market
valuation of the Information as a function of the expected utility value of the
Information may further drive over time the price evaluation of both the
Information and the payments to be made between Users and the System.

Furthermore, the preferred embodiment may embrace a further possible
variations, i.e. an assignment by the contracting participants and/or the
Databank, per se, of a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the first partial
profile. Coupling of the first partial profile with a second partial profile result
in verification/confirmation of the first partial profile and second partial profile
or contradiction/down grading of the credibility of the first partial profile
and/or the second partial profile. By example, the first partial profile contains
the name of Joe Blue, the Information that he is male, and the Information that
he lives in Mississippi. However the corresponding second partial profile
associated with Joe Blue contains the Information that he is a she (real name
Josephine) and that she lives in Mississippi. The verification - perhaps- of the

name is of dubious value in and of itself, However, in the event that for a
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certainty it can be established that Joe Blue is really Josephine Blue and that
the gender is female rather than male; then to a User of the Information the
validation or disqualification of the Information has significant results. Assume
if you would that the User of the Information is an advertiser of beauty care
products; the fact that Joe is male or female can result in an advertisement of
beauty care products to specifically targeted to the profile - in this case, male or
female. In this instant case the User (the advertiser) will assign a value to the
credibility of the Information.

Intrinsic to the example immediately above is the ability of the
participants either individually or collectively to either raise or lower the rated
utility value assigned to the first partial profile consistent with the
pre-determined (but perhaps equally dynamic) credibility weighting System of
the second partial profile. Thereafter the newly rated utility value of the partial
profile incorporated in the Database is stored for future usage. Lets see how
this works in the case of Joe (Josephine) Blue. The first partial profile indicated
that Joe was male; however all subsequent partial profiles which could be
assigned to Joe (Josephine) Blue render to a statistical certainty that Joe
(Josephine) Blue is actually female. This combined with other Attributes er
geographical address, income level, and even spending patterns, when stored in
the Databank results in an increasingly higher utility value rating for the
(credible) Information associated with Joe (Josephine) Blue. Thus, the raising
or lowering of the credibility rating of an Attribute due to the interaction
between the associated Attribute of the first partial profile and the second
partial profile results in a corresponding change in the rating of the anticipated
utility value of the Attributes and profile themselves.

A further variation of the preferred embodiment incorporates an agreed
portion of the Data and assigns a credibility rating to the agreed portion of the
first profile. This is accomplished by assigning a credibility rating of the first
profile with a pre-existing credibility rating of a substantially like agreed portion
of a proximate second profile; and storing the convoluted new credibility

weighting for the agreed portion in the System’s Databank. This may result in an
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interesting result. When the participants select a Pricing Structure in accordance
with a predetermined corresponding rating of the utility value of the partial
Attributes; the result of the continuous re-calibration of new Inforfnation with
existing Information and a predetermined agreement by the parties as to the
various value rating of an Attribute.

If, for example, Ms. Blue's credit rating would be confirmed as
bankrupt; the desirability of an advertiser to send her advertisements for the
purchase of a pleasure craft would be seriously impacted notwithstanding the
fact that other Information in the Databank related to Ms Blue indicates that she
is a water skiing enthusiast and otherwise fits both demographic, behavioral,
and/or psychological profiles (which might reside in the Databank) associated
with candidates for potential purchasers of pleasure craft.

Another particularly useful variation of the preferred embodiment of the
invention includes within it the possibility of consultation by the System with
an external Database or external Databases. For example, the System is not
restricted to searching the existing Attributes residing within its own Databank.
Rather, the System is capable of acting as a ﬁrsf partial profile User to other
Databases, searching them, trading Information with them or borrowing,
renting, or purchasing other Attributes with them. Thus the Information related
to credit worthiness Attributes of Ms. Blue of the previous example might
reside in a Database owned by a credit company. Nonetheless, as per the

-example, the System would be able to utilize the Information resident in the
credit company's Database for its own purposes related to the Transaction with
the User.

Furthermore the preferred embodiment may embrace other possible
variations, including an ability to search one or more external Databases for a
partial profile, or part thereof which complements at least one second partial
profile of the System’s Databank. In the example of Ms. Blue; the name may
be resident in the Databank as well as a number of different external Databases.
Other Attributes may reside as well either in the Databank or in one or more

external Databases. Nonetheless the result by search, correlation, and rating of
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the Information in the Databank and the Databases results in both an expanded
profile and a higher rating as to credibility of the partial profile existing both in
the Databank and in the other Databases.

Thus, both System and owners of other Databases may themselves
contract between themselves for the right to own, use, license, or rent the
other's partial profile and for the right to sublicense others to further use the
other's partial profile. Since the Information may very well have a shelf life -
even as its credibility and rating may change over time - the result is a
corresponding velocity of the value of the Information in that not only is the
more thé Information used is the more valuable it is and becomes; but the more
the Information can be used the greater the potential value it has to its owners
of liéensors (with a right to sublicense). If we return- to our example of Ms.
Blue, the fact that she is female (Information from the System's Databank), is
interested in water skiing (a partial Attribute contributed by the first partial
profile User), and has a restored credit rating (provided by an external credit
service Database) means that other Users looking at th;eir own profiles of
young, single, sports minded women, would desire to provide her with
advertisements related to scuba diving in the Gulf of Mexico. This other User
would pay the System for the Information it has stored or accessed. The System

itself would pay the initial provider of the verification of the gender of Ms.

Blue, to the User who contributed that Ms. Blue is interested in water skiing
and might share a fee associated with the clarification of Ms. Blues' actual
credit worthiness.

As an alternative embodiment to a process that has previously been
described is the ability to embody the invention not as a process but as a
computer useable program, i.e. a software product, which allows the exchange
of descriptive profiles between Users, Databanks, and/or computers. Another

alternative is usage as a computer program storage device.
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CLAIMS

a) from a user, recelvmg a transactxon having therem a ﬁrst partlal

profile; .
b) using the first partial profile, searchmg a databank havmg a plurahty

of second partlal proﬁles herein is mcluded in said databank at least

one null profile so that said searching will always yield at least one
proximate second pértial profile to the first partial profile;
¢) between the user and the databank, contracting:

1) for the databank tp own or represent a right to a first mutually
st partial profile, and substantially thereafter

10

agreed portion of the
said databank incorpprating the agreed portion of the first profile

S O ) M
R i
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15
into at least one second partial profile; or

i) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually

agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substéntiall& thereafter the databank transmitting to the user the

20 second mutually agree¢d portion of the second profile.

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein receiving a transaction includes

extracting at least one predetermined key portion of the first partial profile,

extracted predetermined key portions is then
for the searching of the databank.

wherein at least one of thesé
25 used as the first partial profile

3. The method according tp claim 2 wherein extracting includes
constructing at least one composite key for the searching of the databank
Tst two of the predetermined key portions of

using a combinatorial of at 1

30 the first partial profile.
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4, The method according to claim 1 wherein contracting includes selecting

a pricing structure according to a of the user.

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein contracting a right includes
5 accepting an obligation to pay for substantially each use or transfer of the

agreed portion.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein ﬁ@moraﬁng the agreed
portion includes assigning a credibility weighting to the agreed portion of
10 the first profile.

7. The method according to claim 6 wherein :incorporating includes
convoluting the assigned cre?ibi]ity weighting 6f the first profile with a
pre-existing credibility weighting of a substantially like agreed portion of a
proximate second profile; d storing the convoluted mew credibility
weighting for the agreed portion in the databank.

8. The method according to claim 7 wherein contracting includes selecting
a pricing structure according| to a result of a computation compaﬁng the
new credibility weighting with the pre-existing credibility weighting.

9. The method according to claim 1 wherein rece:vmg a transaction includes
consulting an external dambje.

25 10, The method according to claim 1 further including
i) searching at least one external database for a partial profile or
portion thereof whicthomplements a at least one second partial
profile of the databank, and
ii) between the database and the databank, contracting for the
30 databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed
portion of the compleanﬁng first partial profile, and substantially
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thereafter said databank incorporating the agreed portion of the
first profile into at least one s¢cond partial profile.

11. A computer program product including a computer usable medium having
5 computer readable program code embodied : therein for facilitating
descriptive profile mercantile activities, the computer readable program
code including; -
a) first computer readable program code for'-‘ causing a computer to
receive a transaction from a u’ser, the transaction having therein a first

10 partial profile;

b) tied to the first computer readable program code, second computer
readable program code for causing the computer to use the first partial
profile to search a databank having a plurality of second partial profiles,
wherein is included in said databank at Ieast one null profile so that said
searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile
to the first partial profile; and A

c) tied to the second computer readable program code, third computer
readable program code for|causing the compiter to contract between
the user and the databank: .

20 i) for the databank to/own or represent a right to a first mutually
agreed portion of the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter
for said databank to incorporate the agreed portion of the first
profile into at least one [second partial profile; or
ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually

25 agreed portion of at least one said proximate second partial profile,
and substantially thereafter for the databan}c to transmit to the user
the second mutually agreed portion of the second profile.
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12, A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a
30 program of instructions executable by the machiné to perform method steps
for a descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
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data-communications topology ﬂavhg associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, said method steps including:

a) from a user, receiving a

profile;

ction havi;ig therein a first partial

5 b) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality

of second partial profiles, w
one mull profile so that said
proximate second partial profi

ein is included in said databank at least
searching will always yield at least one
le to the first partial profile;

c) between the user and the
10 i) for the databank to o

bank, contracting:
or represent a right to a first mutually

agreed portion of the first partial profile, and snbstantially thereafter
said databank incorporating the agteed portion of the first profile
into at least one second p profile; or

ii) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually

agreed portion of at least\one said proximéte second partial profile,

and substantially there

20 method, the system including:

a) a computer installed at a junc

the databank ti’gnsmitting to the user the

= second mutually agreed pottion of the second profile.

13. A computer system for facilitating a descriptive-profile mercantile

in a data-communications topology;

b) associated with said computer, a storage device for keeping a
maintained databank of partial profiles; and
c) associated with the internal functionality components of the computer,

25 appurtenances for performing

method steps including:

30

i) from a user, receiving a transaction hai}ing therein a first partial
profile; '

ii) using the first partial profile, searching a databank having a
plurality of second partial p\roﬁles, wherein is included in said
databank at least one null pro?.le so that said searching will always
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yield at least one proximate second partial profile to the first partial
profile;
iil) between the user and the bank, contracting:
(1) for the databank to jown or represent a right to a fixst
S mutually agreed portion of the first partial profile, and
substantially ther said databank incorporating the
agreed portion of the first proﬁl'é into at least one second

\ partial profile; or
(2) for the user to o or represent a right to a second
10 mutually agreed portion of at least one said proximate

second partial proﬂ%e, and substantially thereafter the
databank transmitting to the user the second mutually
agreed portion of the second profile.
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ABSTRACT

A descriptive-profile mercantile method, for use at a juncture in a
data-communications topology having associated therewith a maintained
databank of partial profiles, is disclosed. The method includes the steps of:
from a user, receiving a transaction having therein a first partial profile; using
the first partial profile, searching a databank having a plurality of second partial
profiles, wherein is included in said databank at least one null profile so that
said searching will always yield at least one proximate second partial profile to
the first partial profile; and between the user and the databank, contracting; (I)
for the databank to own or represent a right to a first mutually agreed portion of
the first partial profile, and substantially thereafter said databank incorporating
the agreed portion of the first profile into at least one second partial profile; or
(IT) for the user to own or represent a right to a second mutually agreed portion
of at least one said proximate second partial profile, and substantially thereafter
the databank transmitting to the user the second mutually agreed portion of the
second profile. The present invention operates best on a brokerage
representation model; and thereby provides a means for making viable the

economic commerce in information attributes.
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willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both under > 1001 of Title 18 of
the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent
issuing thereon.

Full name of sole inventor: Roy SHKEDI

Inventor's Signature: /\\ ? Date: (:,/ 5// 00

Residence: Bnei-Brak,Ts?p(

Country of Citizenship: Israel Post Office Address: 10 Hakishon St.

Bnei-Brak 51203
Israel
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

PATENT

IN RE APPLICATION OF : Roy Shkedi

FOR : A DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE
METHOD

SERIAL NO. : MOW

FILING DATE : HEREWITH

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. : JMB 2 0005

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2214

37 C.F.R. 1.27
STATEMENT OF STATUS AS A
SMALL BUSINESS ENTITY

3

Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Box Application
Washington, D.C. 20231

af
HH
asd

_:, Dear Sir:

E: The undersigned affirms:

3 That he is an officer of the assignee, AlmondNet, Inc., and is empowered to act
on behalf of the assignee;

That the above listed assignee qualifies as a small business concern as defined in
§ 1.9(d), in that the above listed assignee, together with all of its affiliates combined had fewer
than five hundred (500) employees including full-time, part-time, and temporary employees on
the average during each pay period of the previous fiscal year of the assignee and its affiliates;
and,

That the exclusive rights to the invention have been conveyed to and remain with
the small business concern or, if the rights are not exclusive, that all other rights belong to small
entities as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.9 and that the assignee has not assigned, granted, conveyed,
or licensed, and is under no obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or license
any rights in the invention to any person who could not be classified as an independent inventor
under 37 C.F.R. 1.9(c) if that person had made the invention, or to any concern which would
not qualify as a small business under 37 C.F.R. 1.9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37
C.F.R. 1.9(e).

The undersigned acknowledges a duty to file, in this application or patents
issuing thereon, notification of any change in status resulting in loss of entitlement to small entity
status prior to paying, or at the time or paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance
fee due after the date on which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate.
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The undersigned further declares that all statements made herein of his own
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful and false statements may
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon.

ALMONDNET, INC.

By foy S4ted N\ =
Name Aoy 54 4ed;
78

Title Frey; Aeat

Date: G,% /30

S

PR

[ T

Hondt thaft U488
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* PATENT APPLICATION SERIAL NO.

- U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
FEE RECORD SHEET

-9
Repln. Ref: 06/22/2000 BALEXGND 0010070500 ;E
:060308 Haoe/Nunber:09593993 ™33 L
FC: 704 $100.00 CR ;’;’gg‘; >
g'f‘ ' —
g
g%
06/22/2000 BALEXAND 00000068 09593993 Q%
01 FC:2PTO-1556 us.00 00 2%
T (5/87) . g%é‘gu
*U.S. GPO: 1999-450-082/19144 Bg&‘.‘a’. .
S£3%
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD
Effective December 29, 1999

Application or Docket Number

07573 93

CLAIMS AS FILED - PART | SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) TYPE 1/ OR SMALLENTITY
FOR ‘ NUMBER FILED NUMBER _EXTRA RATE FEE RATE FEE
BASIC FZE R "1 345.00 |oR 690.00
TOTAL CLAIMS /5 minus 20= - X$ 9= ol xs18-
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS /7/ minus 3 = [* / xas= | 2747 lor| x78-
7 /e
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAII\’I PRESENT
+130= OR|] +260=
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2 TOTAL 3 f¢ OR TOTAL
CLAIMS AS AMENDED - PART Il OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2)  (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALLENTITY
BTN CLAIMS PN HIGHEST
A R - ADDI-
< REMAINING |- - ; NUMBER PRESENT ADDI
E E : AFTER s PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE TlON?[ RATE Tlolgl'AL
Tl AMENPBAENT | ;i PAID FOR., - FE FEE
= [ 7 3} 7 _ .
g Total * / \)/ Minus «*OLM = U X$ 9= / oRr| X$18=
w « i ey =
E Independent L// Minus /WL/ O X39= // oR X78=
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM
+11% OR +}¢6{)=
OTAL TOTAL
AD}Z{; FEE OR sh0iT. FEE
(Column'1) (Columg 2) (Column 3) _
CLAIMS RIGHEST
@ |- _ REMAINING [ - -~ °f  NUMBER PRESENT ADDI- - | ADDI-
E - J/ AFTER : .| PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE |TIONAL RATE | TIONAL
uEJ e AMENDMENT | ] PAID FOR FEE FEE
% Total * IB Minus ** ;O = ({y X$ 9= OR X$18=
Independent |+ Minus - =
<Et el '\‘u L-I- X39= orl| X78=
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM
+130= OR| +260=
TOTAL TOTAL
ADDIT. FEE OR ADDIT. FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
: CLAIMS s HIGHEST
o REMAINING R NUMBER PRESENT ADDI- ADDI-
'E AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE |TIONAL RATE | TIONAL
uEJ AMENDMENT | =~ - PAID FOR FEE FEE
g Total * v Minus ** = X$ 9= OR X$18=
£ | independent |+ Minus . =
- X39= or| x78=
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM
+130= OR | +260=
" * lfthe entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3. T TAl
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20." ADD,?FTQ'E‘ OR ADD,?:@E

“**If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3.” .
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

R ——
"ORM PTO-875

Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(Rev. 12/99)

°U.S. GPO: 2000-463-433/29044
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"3 83'.7 U.S. PTO Attorney’s Docket No. JMB 2 0005
je J.S. P’

AT _ N———— )
06/14/00

Assistant Commissioner

for Patents o
Washington, DC 20231-9999 ~ 3
405 P
Transmitted herewith for filing is a patent application of: g\\ _\§
A
Roy Shkedi SRS
RN =
for __A DESCRIPTIVE-PROFILE MERCANTILE METHOD ﬁg&‘_%\ﬁ}_
=©
Enclosed are: n =
[ x ] __ 28 sheets of specification.
[ x 1] 1 sheet of Abstract.
[ x ] 5 sheets of claims.
[ x 1 3 sheets of formal drawings (FIGS. 1 - 5)
[ x1] Assignment of an invention to AlmondNet, Inc., along
with the assignment cover sheet is enclosed. i
[ x 1 Declaration. ‘
[ ] A Preliminary Amendment
[ 1 Information Disclosure Statement and PTO-1449.
[ x ] Small Entity Statement.
R { ] Certified copy of application No.
) filed on , along with a translation of the first page.
CLATMS AS FILED
FOR NO. FILED NO. EXTRA RATE FEE
HOTAL CLAIMS | 13 0 | [ ] $18 LARGE [ ] $9 SMALL | $ .o0 |
1 ]
f T
NDEPENDENT CLAIMS 4 1 | [ 1 $78 LARGE ([X] $39 SMALL | 39.00
! 1
( ] LARGE ENTITY $690 [ X ] SMALL ENTITY $345
TOTAL FILING FEE $384.00
)
[ ] Please charge my Deposit Account No. in the amount of $

[x] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees which
may be required for this application without specific authorization, or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-0308.

[x] Checks in the amount of $_384.00 to cover the small entity filing fee and $_40.00 to
cover the assignment recordal fee are enclosed.

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, MINNICH & McKEE, LLP
*

14 Quwe 2000 F

Dédte Jiy F. Moldovanyi
. Rég. No. 29,678
1100 Superior Ave.
Suite 700
Cieveland, OH 44114-2518
(216) 861-5582

EXPRESS MATIL. CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service |!
"Express ‘Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F. § 1.10 in an envelope addressed }
to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents/ Washington, D 20P31-9999 on this 14th day of June

2000. "Express Mail" Mailing Label No.:/EL530410507}5«

i

/ Ben Trella v
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