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|IEEE’s roots reach back to the 19th century. Scientists and engineers had
harnessed electrical power; connected the world via transatlantic
telegraph; and built ringing telephones and lights with switches.
Electricity was gaining global influence. In the spring of 1884, a group of
industry professionals met in New York, USA. They agreed on a goal: They
would use their knowledge and influence to benefit humanity.
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1884: A Technical Society Formed

The American Institute of Electrical Engineers (AIEE) met in October in Philadelph
Western Union’s president, Norvin Green, was the Institute’s first president, repre

telegraph industry. Charter member Thomas Alva Edison, of the lighting industry,
president.
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CELEBRATING DISCOVERY

Inspiring Technology: 34 Breakthroughs' Reveals the
Minds of Innovation
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HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

IEEE History Center: Preserving and Promoting the
Legacy of Engineering and Technology

Delve into the past of an organization built by engineers and technologists.
Explore this collection of articles, memorabilia, milestones, and more.
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Coder Jean Sammett Helped Write Computer Language Cobol
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