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plunging means attached to the plunger element 5. The plunging means may comprise a 

central elongated handle 7 comprising rod 8 and optional knob 9, for example, which may be 

grasped by a user to move the plunger element 5. The extraction apparatus 1 may additionally 

comprise a lid 10 with central hole 11 through which rod 8 may pass to assist in centering the 

5 plunger element 5 and rod 8 inside infusing container 2 and prevent it from tilting. Plunger 

element 5 additionally comprises sealing means 12 situated at the edge of a first surface or 

wall 13 of the plunger element 5, which is oriented substantially transverse to the vertical axis 

6. In use inside infusing container 2, the first surface 13 and sealing means 12 of the plunger

element 5 define a first chamber 14 containing the mixture of extract 3 and infusible material 

10 4. FIG. 1 shows the extraction apparatus 1 in a first or starting position for separating the

extract 3 from the mixture of extract 3 and infusible material 4 in infusing container 2. 

The plunger element 5 further comprises a second surface or wall 15 depending from and 

oriented substantially perpendicular to the first surface 13, defining second chamber 16 

containing extract 3. In some embodiments, the second surface or wall 15 may enclose the 

15 second chamber 16, whereas in other embodiments, second chamber 16 may comprise a 

partially or completely open top and/or bottom, for example. The joint between the first 

surface 13 and the second surface 15 is substantially leak proof with respect to extract 3 and 

infusible material 4. The second surface 15 of plunger element 5 also comprises one or more 

extract flow openings 17. In an exemplary embodiment, at least a portion of the one or more 

20 extract flow openings 17 are situated at a depth 18 separated from the first surface 13 along 

the vertical axis 6, either above or below the first surface 13. The one or more extract flow 

openings 1 7 are adapted to permit flow of extract 3 from the first chamber 14 ( containing a 

mixture of extract 3 and infusible material 4) to the second chamber 16 (containing extract 3) 

as shown by arrow 19. In another embodiment, the second surface or wall 15 may depend 

25 from the first surface 13, extending away from the first surface 13 at a non-perpendicular 

angle. In an exemplary such embodiment, the second surface or wall 15 may extend away 

from the first surface 13 at an angle between about 45-85 degrees, for example. The further 

embodiments of the inventive plunger element described below in FIG.s 2-11 may also be 

similarly adapted such that the second surface or wall may extend away from the first surface 

30 at a non-perpendicular angle. 
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