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1
ADHESIVE POCKET WITH A FINGER
TETHER STRAP FOR A CELLULAR PHONE

PRIORITY CLAIM(S) & RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This is related to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/046,
573, filed Oct. 4, 2013, which is hereby incorporated herein
by reference.

This is related to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/499,
032, filed Sep. 25, 2014, which is hereby incorporated herein
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to cell phone acces-
sories. More particularly, the present invention relates to a
pocket or wallet adhered to the cell phone to provide a way to
minimize the quantity of items a user carries while making
those items easier to locate and access, and to provide a way
to tether the cellular phone to the user’s hand.

2. Related Art

People often carry a cellular phone in addition to other
items, such as a wallet or purse, and the items therein, such as
personal identification cards, driver’s license, credit/atm
cards, cash, keys, etc. It has been proposed to secure a pouch
to a cellular phone. These pouches adhere to an outer surface
of'a cellular phone and can carry credit cards or other similar
payment cards, identification or other similar cards, or other
small objects. For example, see the iRoo card pouch attach-
ment by Kena Kai, or the Stixs card carrying pouch, or the
Sinji Pouch by Sinjimoru, or the CardNinja® by Wallaroo
LLC. In addition, see US Patent Publications 2013/0037187;
2012/0168483; and 2005/0133130; and U.S. Pat. No. 8,047,
364.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It has been recognized that it would be advantageous to
develop an adhesive pocket that provides a way to minimize
the quantity of items a user carries while making those items
easier to locate and access; and provides a tether for the cell
phone.

The invention provides a pocket device to be affixed to a
cellular phone and to receive a rectangular card to selectively
couple the rectangular card to the cellular phone. The pocket
device comprises a pouch formed by inner and outer planer,
rectangular panels, and a perimeter wall extending between
the panels around a majority of a perimeter of the panels. A
planer, rectangular hollow is formed between the inner and
outer panels and the perimeter wall to removably receive the
rectangular card therein. An open end is formed between
short sides of the inner and outer panels, and extends to the
hollow to removably receive the rectangular card there-
through. An inner finger notch is formed in the short side of
the inner panel adjacent the open end. An adhesive is disposed
on an exterior surface of the inner panel to adhere the pouch
to the cellular phone. A pair of elongated slots is formed in the
outer panel. The pair of slots is spaced-apart from one another
to form an elongated strap therebetween with opposite distal
ends attached to and formed with the outer panel. The pair of
slots defines finger openings to removably receive a user’s
finger. The strap is flexible to bend away from the outer panel
and elastic to return to a flat configuration. The strap has at
least two positions, including: 1) a non-use position in which
the strap is relaxed and planar and flush with the outer panel;
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and 2) a use position in which the strap is stretched and
arcuate and bowed away from the outer panel configured to
receive the user’s finger through the pair of slots and between
the strap and the hollow configured to tether the pouch, and
thus the cellular phone, to the user’s finger.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the detailed description which follows, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which
together illustrate, by way of example, features of the inven-
tion; and, wherein:

FIG. 11is a front view of a pocket device in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a front view of the pocket device of FIG. 1, shown
affixed to a cellular phone and shown removably receiving a
rectangular card to selectively couple the rectangular card to
the cellular phone;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the pocket device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a front view of the rectangular card;

FIG. 5is across-sectional view of the pocket device of FIG.
1 taken along line 5-5 in FIG. 2, shown affixed to the cellular
phone and shown removably receiving the rectangular card to
selectively couple the rectangular card to the cellular phone;

FIG. 6 is a front view of the pocket device of FIG. 1, shown
affixed to the cellular phone and shown removably receiving
the rectangular card to selectively couple the rectangular card
to the cellular phone, and shown with a user’s finger through
a pair of slots and between a strap and a hollow to tether the
pocket device, and thus the cellular phone, to the user’s fin-
ger;

FIG. 7 is a front view of an inner surface of either or both
of inner and/or outer panels of the pocket device of FIG. 1,
showing a plurality of indentations;

FIG. 8 is a front view of an inner surface of either or both
of inner and/or outer panels of the pocket device of FIG. 1,
showing a plurality of protrusions;

FIG. 9 is a front view of an inner surface of either or both
of inner and/or outer panels of the pocket device of FIG. 1,
showing a plurality of indentations;

FIG. 10 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of the pocket device of
FIG. 14 taken along line 15-15 in FIG. 14, and also shown
affixed to the cellular phone and shown removably receiving
the rectangular card to selectively couple the rectangular card
to the cellular phone;

FIG. 16 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 17 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 19 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 20 is a front view of another pocket device in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present invention;
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Reference will now be made to the exemplary embodi-
ments illustrated, and specific language will be used herein to
describe the same. It will nevertheless be understood that no
limitation of the scope of the invention is thereby intended.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENT(S)

Definitions

The terms “cell phone” and “cellular phone” are used inter-
changeably herein to refer broadly to a cellular phone, smart
phone, phablet, or other handheld electronic device. In addi-
tion, the terms “cell phone” or “cellular phone” include any
protective or decorative case or skin or film attached to the
cellular phone. For example, the phrase “attached to a cellular
phone” is intended to mean directly attached to the cellular
phone, as well as indirectly attached by way of being attached
to a protective or decorative case, skin or film.

The term “rectangular” is used herein to refer to a rectan-
gular shape with a length greater than a width, and thus having
a pair of parallel long sides, and pair of parallel short sides
perpendicular to the long sides. The rectangular shape can
have beveled, chamfered or radius or rounded corners.
Examples of rectangular or rectangular shape include credit
cards, driver’s licenses, and the like.

The term “rectangular card” is used herein to refer to a
credit card(s), a bank card, a debit card, a driver’s license, an
identification card, a membership card, a key card, currency
folded multiple times, and the like.

The term “indicia” is used herein to refer to a visual ele-
ment(s) that can convey information. The indicia can be
embossed or raised, or debossed or lowered, in the material.
The indicia can be formed by ink printed on the material or
surface. The indicia can be indicative of or representing a
business (or company or organization), a product or service,
or both, such as a logo, message, slogan, etc. The logo or
indicia can be or can include letters, symbols, figures, pic-
tures, logos, art, corporate messages, slogans, bi-lines, icons,
etc. that are associated with or that form a representation of a
business, company or organization or the like, or a product,
service or the like, or both. Thus, the indicia indicative of or
representing a business (or company), a product, or both, such
as a logo, is presented to the user, and thus becomes a pro-
motion. Thus, the pocket device can be a promotional item
and can be provided by businesses, corporations or other
organizations, with indicia indicative of or representing a
business (or company or organization), a product or service,
or both, such as a logo, message, slogan, etc. The pocket
devices can be inexpensively manufactured, and in use, can
occupy a position of high and frequent visibility. Thus, the
pocket devices can be inexpensively manufactured, and given
away as promotional items. In addition, the indicia can
include instructions or directions for use, orientation, care,
warnings, etc. The indicia can include instructions that can be
related or unrelated to the use or care of the pocket device. For
example, the instructions can include how to use or place the
pocket device and/or tether, and how to clean or wash the
pocket device and/or tether. As another example, the instruc-
tions can relate to the use of something other than the pad
itself, such as an item to be disposed thereon or therein.

DESCRIPTION

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-6, a pocket device 10 in an
example implementation in accordance with the invention is
shown that can be affixed or releasably adhered to a cellular
phone 14, or case thereof. The pocket 10 has a pouch 18
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4

therein that is sized and shaped to removably receive items
therein, such as a rectangular card 22. The rectangular card
can be a credit or debit card, cash, adriver’s license, etc. Thus,
the pocket can selectively couple the item or rectangular card
to the cellular phone. The pouch can be formed between inner
and outer panels or layers 26 and 28 with a hollow 32 ther-
ebetween to hold the item or rectangular card 22 in the pouch.
A pair of slots 36 and 38 can be formed in the outer panel 28
to form a strap 42 in the outer panel 28. A user’s finger 46 can
be inserted under the strap 42 to tether the pocket 10, and thus
the cellular phone 14, to the user’s finger. The pocket device
can be made of silicone, and inexpensively molded as a
single, unitary, monolithic body. In addition, the pocket
device can be provided with indicia that is indicative of or
representing a business (or company or organization), a prod-
uct or service, or both, such as a logo, message, slogan, etc.
Thus, the pocket device can be utilized as a promotional
device, and given away by companies or organizations to
promote products or services. The pocket device is positioned
on cellular phone, and thus positioned for ready and frequent
viewing by a user.

The pocket 10 can have or can be a pouch 18 formed by the
inner and outer panels 26, and 28 and a perimeter wall 50
extending between the panels, and around a majority of a
perimeter of the panels. The inner and outer panels 26 and 28
can be planer and rectangular panels spaced-apart from one
another. The panels can have long sides, parallel and spaced-
apart from one another, and short sides parallel and spaced-
apart from one another, and perpendicular with the long sides.
The panels and the perimeter wall can be formed of silicone,
and can be formed or molded in a mold as a single, unitary,
monolithic body. For example, the panels and the perimeter
wall can be formed integrally together at the same time by
introducing silicone into a mold. The panels and the perimeter
wall can form or define the hollow 32 therebetween. The
hollow 32 can be a planer and rectangular hollow, formed
between the panels and the perimeter wall. The pocket, pouch
and/or hollow can removably receive one or more rectangular
cards 22. The hollow can have a thickness between the panels
sized the same or slightly less than a thickness of the rectan-
gular card to grip the card between the panels, and/or to hold
the rectangular card by friction between the surface of the
card and interior surfaces of the panels. The pocket, pouch
and/or body can be flexible and resilient, so that it can stretch
to receive the rectangular card. An exterior surface of the
inner panel 26 can have an adhesive 50 disposed thereon to
adhere the pouch to the cellular phone. The adhesive can be a
removable or temporary adhesive to removably adhere the
pouch to the cellular phone.

The pocket 10, pouch 18 and/or hollow 32 can have an open
end 54 formed between short sides of the panels 26 and 28,
and extending to the hollow 32. In addition, the pocket 10,
pouch 18 and/or hollow 32 can have a closed end opposite the
open end. The open and closed ends can be formed in the short
ends of the rectangular panels. The closed end can be sub-
stantially closed, or mostly closed with a majority thereof
closed. While the open end can be substantially open, or
mostly open with a majority thereof open. The lateral sides
can be substantially or mostly closed. The inner panel can be
substantially or mostly closed, or entirely closed. The open
end can be a proximal end of the pocket, pouch, hollow and
panels; while the closed end can be a distal end of the pocket,
pouch, hollow and panels. The open end 54 can removably
receive the rectangular card 22 therethrough and into the
hollow.

The inner panel 26 can have a length Li approximately the
same length ¢ as the rectangular card 22. The length Li of the
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inner panel 26 can be slightly greater than the length Lc of the
rectangular card 22 to account for the width of the perimeter
wall 50 at the distal end or closed end of the pouch. Thus, the
inner panel 26 can separate the rectangular card 22 from the
cellular phone 14 along the entire length of the card. In
addition, outer panel 28 can have a length Lo that is less than
the length Li of the inner panel 26, and less than the length L.c
of'the rectangular card 22. Thus, the proximal end of the inner
panel 26 extends beyond the proximal end of the outer panel
28 at the open end 54 or proximal end of the pouch to create
atab 58. The tab 58 can identify the open end 54 of the pouch,
and can facilitate insertion of the card into the pouch or
hollow. In addition, a small portion of the rectangular card can
extend from the open end 54 to facilitate removal thereof. The
distal ends of the panels 26 and 28 can be co-extensive or can
co-terminate, with one another.

In addition, the inner panel 26 can have an inner finger
notch 62 formed in the short side or proximal end of the inner
panel adjacent the open end 54. The inner finger notch 62 can
receive the user’s finger or the user’s fingernail inserted
therein, and between the cellular phone 14 and the rectangular
card 22, to facilitate withdrawing the rectangular card from
the hollow 32. The outer panel 28 can have an outer finger
notch 66 formed in the outer panel on an opposite short side,
opposite the inner notch and the open end, or at the distal end
or closed end. The outer finger notch 66 can receive the user’s
finger or the user’s fingernail inserted therein and into the
outer finger notch, to facilitate sliding the rectangular card out
of the hollow through the open end. In one aspect, the outer
panel 28 can further have another outer finger notch 70 at the
open end to facilitate removal of the card.

The inner or interior surfaces 74 and 78 of the hollow 32 or
panels 26 and 28 can be textured to reduce the outermost
surface area contacting the rectangular card, and thus reduce
friction to facilitate removal of the rectangular card from the
hollow. In one aspect, the texture can be formed by a plurality
of'indentations 82 (FIG. 7) extending into the surfaces to form
a continuous outermost surface 84 that is interconnected (but
discontinuous indentations that are not interconnected). The
indentations can be arranged in a matrix. In another aspect,
the texture can be formed by a plurality of protrusions 86
(FIG. 8) extending from the surface to form a discontinuous
outermost surface 88 (but a continuous indentation that is
interconnected). The protrusions can be arranged in a matrix.
In another aspect, the texture can be formed by an array of
linear indentation and/or protrusions 90 (FIG. 9) to form an
outermost surface 92 that is segmented and discontinuous. In
one aspect, an inner surface 74 of the inner panel 26 facing
into the hollow 32 can have a texture defining an outermost
contact surface in contact with the rectangular card 22, and
with a surface area less than a surface area of the inner panel.
In another aspect, an inner surface 78 of the outer panel 28
facing into the hollow 32 has a texture defining an outermost
contact surface in contact with the rectangular card 22, and
with a surface area less than a surface area of the outer panel.

As mentioned above, the pocket 10, pouch 18 and/or outer
panel 28 has a pair of elongated slots 36 and 38 formed in the
outer panel, and extending to the hollow 32. The pair of slots
can be spaced-apart from one another. In addition, the pair of
slots can be parallel with one another, and parallel with the
long side of the panels. The pair of slots forms an elongated
strap 42 therebetween. The strap 42 has opposite distal ends
attached to and formed with the outer panel 28. The strap 42
can be aligned parallel with the long side of the panels. In
addition, the pair of slots defines finger openings configured
to removably receive a user’s finger 46. The pair of slots, and
the strap, can each have a length Ls greater than half of a
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length Lo of the outer panel 28 (I.s>L0/2), and less than a
length Lc of the rectangular card 22 (ILs<Lc). Thus, the slots
are large enough to receive a user’s finger 46, and small
enough not to inadvertently release the card therethrough. In
addition, the strap 42 is long enough to accommodate the
user’s finger 46. The strap 42 can have a width Ws greater
than one-third of a width Wp of the panels (Ws>Wp/3), and
less than a width Wc of the rectangular card 22 (Ws<Wc).
Thus, the strap 42 is broad enough to resist twisting, and to
provide coverage for the card. The outer panel 28 and the strap
42 can have a thickness of at least 0.04 inches (1 mm) to
support bending and flexing of the strap (of silicone) without
breaking. In addition, the pair of slots 36 and 38 can have
radiused or curved end to reduce stress points when the strap
is flexed. The pocket or pouch can have an overall thickness
less than 0.20 inches (5 mm) in one aspect, and 0.15 inches
(3.8 mm) in another aspect, so that the pocket or pouch
reduces interference with use of the cellular phone, while still
providing a strap and a pouch.

The strap 42 is flexible to bend away from the outer panel
28 to accommodate the user’s finger, and elastic to return to a
flat configuration when the user’s finger is withdrawn so that
the pocket remains flat. The strap 42 can have at least two
positions, including: a non-use position; and a use position. In
the non-use position, the strap 42 is relaxed and planar and
flush with the outer panel 28, as shown in FIG. 1. In the use
position, the strap 42 is stretched and arcuate and bowed away
from the outer panel 28 to receive a user’s finger 46 through
the pair of slots 36 and 38, and between the strap 42 and the
hollow 32, to tether the pouch, and thus the cellular phone, to
the user’s finger.

Furthermore, the pocket or pouch can have a grip surface to
resist sliding when placed on a support surface. The pocket or
pouch can include a grip layer 94 disposed on the outer panel
28, or exterior surface thereof. The grip layer 94 can comprise
a plurality of protrusions disposed on the external surface of
the outer panel. In one aspect, the grip layer and/or protru-
sions can comprise silicone, and can be formed with and
integral with the outer panel. In another aspect, the grip layer
and/or the protrusions can comprise a different material than
the outer panel. The strap 42 can have an open area 98 on the
strap and exposed by the grip layer 94. The open area 98 can
expose a majority of the strap. The strap 42 can have indicia
102 disposed on the strap in the open area 98. As described
above, the indicia 102 can be indicative of or representing a
business (or company or organization), a product or service,
or both, such as a logo, message, slogan, etc.

A method for selectively tethering the cellular phone 14 to
the user’s finger 46 with the pocket device 10 as described
above comprises: 1) inserting the user’s finger 46 into a first
of'the pair of slots 36, under the strap 42, and out of a second
of the pair of slots 38 so that the pocket 10, and thus the
cellular phone 14, is carried by the user’s finger 46, and
displacing the strap 42 from the non-used position to the used
position; and 2) withdrawing the user’s finger 46 from the
second of the pair of slots 38, from under the strap 42, and
from the first of the pair of slots 36, and allowing the strap 42
to return to the non-used position.

A method for selectively coupling the rectangular card 22
to the cellular phone 14 with the pocket device 10 as described
above comprises: 1) inserting the rectangular card 22 through
the open end 54 and into the hollow 32; 2) inserting the user’s
finger 46 or a user’s fingernail into the outer finger notch 66
and sliding the rectangular card 22 out of the hollow 32
through the open end 54; and 3) inserting the user’s finger 46
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or the user’s fingernail between the cellular phone 14 and the
rectangular card 22, and withdrawing the rectangular card 22
from the hollow 32.

As described above, in one aspect, the pocket 10 can have
a single strap 42. In another aspect, the pocket can have one or
more straps, such as a pair of straps. Referring to FIG. 10,
another pocket device 104 is shown that is similar in many
respects to that described above, and which description is
hereby incorporated herein by reference. The pocket 105 can
have four slots, or two pairs of slots 36 and 38, formed in the
outer panel 28 to form a pair of straps 425 in the outer panel
28. A user’s finger can be inserted under the straps 425 to
tether the pocket 105, and thus the cellular phone 14, to the
user’s finger. The pair of straps can be spaced apart from one
another, and can have a greater width than that of a single
strap, to provide greater stability and resist pivoting or rota-
tion on the user’s finger. In addition, the four slots can provide
greater visibility of the card or other contents of the pocket.

As described above, in one aspect, the pocket 10 can have
a pair of slots 36 and 38, and a strap 42, parallel with one
another, and parallel with the long sides of the panels, and a
longitudinal axis of the pocket. In another aspect, the slots
and/or strap(s) can be oriented at an acute angle with respect
to the long sides of the panels, and the longitudinal axis of the
pocket. Orienting the strap and an angle can properly or more
comfortably orient the cellular phone in the user’s hand or
palm when the user’s finger is inserted through the slots.
Referring to FIG. 11, another pocket device 10¢ is shown that
is similar in many respects to that described above, and which
description is hereby incorporated herein by reference. The
pocket 10¢ can have a pair of slots 36¢ and 38¢, and a strap
42c, oriented at an acute angle with respect to the long sides
of the panels, and the longitudinal axis of the pocket.

As described above, in one aspect, the pocket 10 can have
a pair of slots 36 and 38, and a strap 42, parallel with one
another, and the strap can have a substantially constant width.
In another aspect, the slots can be oriented at an acute angle
with respect to one another, and the strap can have a tapering
width. The tapering width of the strap can provide additional
comfort to the user’s finger. In one aspect, the strap can have
a wider width near the open end, and a narrower width near
the closed end. The wider width at the open end can provide
less stretching while the narrower width at the closed end can
provide greater stretching; and can bias the user’s finger
towards the closed end. Referring to FIG. 12, another pocket
device 104 is shown that is similar in many respects to that
described above, and which description is hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference. The pocket 104 can have a pair of
slots 364 and 384 oriented at an acute angle with respect to
one another. The strap 42d can have a wider width near the
open end 54, and a narrower width near the closed end. In
another aspect, the strap can have a narrower width near the
open end and a wider width near the closed end; to facilitate
insertion of the rectangular card into the open end without
inadvertently being inserted into one or both of the slots.

As described above, in one aspect, the pocket 10 can have
apair of slots 36 and 38, and a strap, that are straight and that
have a constant width. In another aspect, the slots can be
non-linear, arcuate, and/or angled, and the strap can have a
variable width along its length. In one aspect, the slots can be
angled (at an obtuse angle with respect to one another), and
oriented to be spaced apart further at their ends, and spaced
apart narrower intermediate their ends. The strap can have
wider ends and a narrower interior or intermediate portion.
Thus, the strap can stretch less at the ends, and more in the
middle. Such a configuration can bias the user’s finger
towards a middle of the strap, and/or provide comfort. Refer-
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ring to FIG. 13, another pocket device 10e is shown that is
similar in many respects to that described above, and which
description is hereby incorporated herein by reference. The
pocket 10e can have a pair of slots 36e and 38e that are angled
with respect to one another from an intermediate point to form
an obtuse angle with respect to one another. Thus, the slots
can have broad V-shapes. The slots can be oriented with their
distal ends further apart from one another, and their interme-
diate points closer to one another, in an hour-glass shape. The
strap 42e¢ can have wider ends and a narrower interior or
intermediate portion. In another aspect, the slots can be ori-
ented with their distal ends closer to one another, and their
intermediate points closer to one another, in a diamond shape.
The strap can have narrower ends and a wider interior or
intermediate portion. Thus, the strap can stretch more at the
ends, and have a wider intermediate portion for greater com-
fort.

As described above, in one aspect, the pockets can have a
pair of elongated slots formed in the outer panel and extend-
ing to the hollow 32, and the strap can be defined between the
pair of slots. In another aspect, the strap can be formed inte-
grally with the outer panel 28, and can be molded with the
outer panel as a single, unitary, monolithic body. The pair of
slots can extend toward one another from opposite sides of the
strap to create an aperture between the strap and the outer
panel. Thus, the hollow and the card therein can be substan-
tially covered by the outer panel, without exposure by the
slots. Referring to FIGS. 14 and 15, another pocket device 10/
is shown that is similar in many respects to that described
above, and which description is hereby incorporated herein
by reference. The pocket 10f can have a strap 42f formed
integrally with the outer panel 28, and separated in its interior
or intermediate portion from the outer panel by a lateral
aperture 43 extending from one side of the strap to the other.
The ends of the strap can be integrally formed with the outer
panel, while the interior or intermediate portion of the strap is
separate from the outer panel. The user’s finger can be
inserted through the aperture. The aperture 43 can define the
pair of slots 36/'and 38/ on each side of the strap.

In one aspect, the strap 42f, and slots 36/ and 38/, can be
oriented parallel with one another, and parallel with the long
sides of the panels, and a longitudinal axis of the pocket. In
another aspect, the slots and/or strap(s) can be oriented at an
acute angle with respect to the long sides ofthe panels, and the
longitudinal axis of the pocket, as described above. Referring
to FIG. 16, another pocket device 10g is shown that is similar
in many respects to that described above, and which descrip-
tion is hereby incorporated herein by reference. The pocket
10g can have a strap 42g formed integrally with the outer
panel 28, and can be oriented at an acute angle with respect to
the long sides of the panels, and the longitudinal axis of the
pocket.

In one aspect, the slots can be oriented parallel with one
another, and the strap can have a substantially constant width.
In another aspect, the slots can be oriented at an acute angle
with respect to one another, and the strap can have a tapering
width, as described above. Referring to FIG. 17, another
pocket device 10/ is shown that is similar in many respects to
that described above, and which description is hereby incor-
porated herein by reference. The pocket 10/ can have a pair of
slots 36/ and 38/ oriented at an acute angle with respect to
one another. The strap 42/ can have a wider width near the
open end 54, and a narrower width near the closed end. In
another aspect, the strap can have a narrower width near the
open end and a wider width near the closed end.

As described above, in one aspect, the pocket can have a
pair of slots, and a strap, that are straight and that have a



US 9,362,968 B1

9

constant width. In another aspect, the slots can be non-linear,
arcuate, and/or angled, and the strap can have a variable width
along its length, as described above. Referring to FIG. 18,
another pocket device 107 is shown that is similar in many
respects to that described above, and which description is
hereby incorporated herein by reference. The pocket 10i can
have a pair of slots 36; and 38i that are arcuate. Thus, the slots
can have broad U-shapes. The slots can be oriented with their
distal ends further apart from one another, and their interme-
diate points closer to one another, in an hour-glass shape. The
strap 42i can have wider ends and a narrower interior or
intermediate portion. In another aspect, the slots can be ori-
ented with their distal ends closer to one another, and their
intermediate points closer to one another. The strap can have
narrower ends and a wider interior or intermediate portion.

Referring to FIG. 19, another pocket device 105 is shown
that is similar in many respects to that described above, and
which description is hereby incorporated herein by reference.
The pocket 10/ can have a pair of slots 36; and 38;, formed in
the outer panel 28 to form a strap 42; in the outer panel 28. In
addition, the slots, outer panel, and/or the strap can have a
notch formed therein to facilitate insertion of the user’s finger
under the strap 42j. An outer notch 45 formed in the outer
panel 28 and the slots, and oriented to face inwardly with
respect to the pocket.

Referring to FIG. 20, another pocket device 10k is shown
that is similar in many respects to that described above, and
which description is hereby incorporated herein by reference.
The pocket 10k can have a pair 364 and 38%, formed in the
outer panel 28 to form a strap 424 in the outer panel 28. The
slots 364 and 38% can be located adjacent the edges, so that the
panel 28, and thus the strap 42%, is only coupled to the inner
panel 26 at the outer corners. Thus, the strap 42 can be broader
for comfort, and the slots can be located at the edges of the
pocket to facilitate insertion of the user’s finger.

While the forgoing examples are illustrative of the prin-
ciples of the present invention in one or more particular appli-
cations, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
that numerous modifications in form, usage and details of
implementation can be made without the exercise of inventive
faculty, and without departing from the principles and con-
cepts of the invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the
invention be limited, except as by the claims set forth below.

What is claimed is:

1. A pocket device in combination with a cellular phone
and a rectangular card, the pocket device being affixed to the
cellular phone and removably receiving the rectangular card
therein to selectively couple the rectangular card to the cel-
Iular phone, the pocket device comprising:

a) a pouch formed by inner and outer planer, rectangular
panels and a perimeter wall extending between the pan-
els around a majority of a perimeter of the panels, the
panels and the perimeter wall being formed of'silicone as
a single, unitary, monolithic body;

b) a planer, rectangular hollow formed between the panels
and the perimeter wall, and removably receiving the
rectangular card therein;

¢) an open end formed between short sides of the panels
and extending to the hollow, and removably receiving
the rectangular card therethrough;

d) an inner finger notch formed in the short side of the inner
panel adjacent the open end;

e) an outer finger notch formed in the outer panel on an
opposite short side opposite the inner notch and the open
end;

f) an adhesive disposed on an exterior surface of the inner
panel and adhering the pouch to the cellular phone;
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g) an inner surface of the inner panel facing into the hollow
and having a texture with a plurality of indentations or
protrusions defining an outermost contact surface in
contact with the rectangular card with a surface area less
than a surface area of the inner panel;

h) an inner surface of the outer panel facing into the hollow
and having a texture with a plurality of indentations or
protrusions defining an outermost contact surface in
contact with the rectangular card with a surface area less
than a surface area of the outer panel;

1) a pair of elongated slots formed in the outer panel and
extending to the hollow, the pair of elongated slots being
spaced-apart and parallel with one another to form an
elongated strap therebetween with opposite distal ends
attached to and formed with the outer panel, the pair of
elongated slots and the elongated strap being aligned
parallel with a long side of the panels, the pair of elon-
gated slots defining finger openings configured to
removably receive a user’s finger;

j) the elongated strap being flexible to bend away from the
outer panel and elastic to return to a flat configuration,
the elongated strap having at least two positions, includ-
ing:

A) a non-use position in which the elongated strap is
relaxed and planar and flush with the outer panel; and

B) a use position in which the elongated strap is
stretched and arcuate and bowed away from the outer
panel configured to receive the user’s finger through
the pair of elongated slots and between the elongated
strap and the hollow to tether the pouch, and thus the
cellular phone, to the user’s finger;

k) a grip layer comprising a plurality of protrusions dis-
posed on an external surface of the outer panel;

1) an open area on the elongated strap and exposed by the
grip layer, the open area exposing a majority of the
elongated strap; and

m) indicia disposed on the elongated strap in the open area.

2. The pocket device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the pair of elongated slots each have a length greater than half
of a length of the outer panel, and less than a length of the
rectangular card.

3. The pocket device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the elongated strap has a width greater than one-third of a
width of the panels, and less than a width of the rectangular
card.

4. The pocket device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the outer panel has a length less than a length of the inner
panel, the panels having distal ends opposite the open end
co-extensive with one another, and proximal ends at the open
end with the proximal end of the inner panel extending
beyond the proximal end of the outer panel.

5. A method for selectively tethering the cellular phone to
the user’s finger with the pocket device in accordance with
claim 1, the method comprising:

a) inserting the user’s finger into a first of the pair of
elongated slots, under the elongated strap, and out of a
second of the pair of elongated slots so that the pocket,
and thus the cellular phone, is carried by the user’s
finger, and displacing the elongated strap from the non-
used position to the used position; and

b) withdrawing the user’s finger from the second of the pair
of elongated slots, from under the elongated strap, and
from the first of the pair of elongated slots, and allowing
the elongated strap to return to the non-used position.

6. The pocket device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the elongated strap and the outer panel have a thickness of at
least 0.04 inches.
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7. A method for selectively coupling the rectangular card to
the cellular phone with the pocket device in accordance with
claim 1, the method comprising:

a) inserting the rectangular card through the open end and

into the hollow;

b) inserting the user’s finger or a user’s fingernail into the
outer finger notch and sliding the rectangular card out of
the hollow through the open end; and

¢) inserting the user’s finger or the user’s fingernail
between the cellular phone and the rectangular card, and
withdrawing the rectangular card from the hollow.

8. A pocket device configured to be affixed to a cellular
phone and configured to receive a rectangular card to selec-
tively couple the rectangular card to the cellular phone, the
pocket device comprising:

a) a pouch formed by inner and outer planer, rectangular
panels and a perimeter wall extending between the pan-
els around a majority of a perimeter of the panels;

b) a planer, rectangular hollow formed between the inner
and outer panels and the perimeter wall, and configured
to removably receiving the rectangular card therein;

¢) an open end formed between short sides of the inner and
outer panels and extending to the hollow, and configured
to removably receive the rectangular card therethrough;

d) an inner finger notch formed in the short side of the inner
panel adjacent the open end;

e) an adhesive disposed on an exterior surface of the inner
panel and configured to adhere the pouch to the cellular
phone;

f) a pair of elongated slots formed in the outer panel and
being spaced-apart from one another to form an elon-
gated strap therebetween with opposite distal ends
attached to and formed with the outer panel, the pair of
elongated slots defining finger openings configured to
removably receive a user’s finger;

g) the elongated strap being flexible to bend away from the
outer panel and elastic to return to a flat configuration,
the elongated strap having at least two positions, includ-
ing:

i) a non-use position in which the elongated strap is
relaxed and planar and flush with the outer panel; and

ii) a use position in which the elongated strap is stretched
and arcuate and bowed away from the outer panel
configured to receive the user’s finger through the pair
of elongated slots and between the elongated strap
and the hollow configured to tether the pouch, and
thus the cellular phone, to the user’s finger.

9. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, further
comprising:

the inner and outer panels and the perimeter wall being
formed together from silicone as a single, unitary, mono-
lithic body.

10. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, further

comprising:

at least one slot notch formed in at least one of the pair of
elongated slots.

11. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, further

comprising:

an inner surface of the inner panel facing into the hollow
and having a texture with a plurality of indentations or
protrusions defining an outermost contact surface in
contact with the rectangular card with a surface area less
than a surface area of the inner panel.

12. The pocket device in accordance with claim 11, further

comprising:

an inner surface of the outer panel facing into the hollow
and having a texture with a plurality of indentations or
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protrusions defining an outermost contact surface in

contact with the rectangular card with a surface area less

than a surface area of the outer panel.

13. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, wherein
the pair of elongated slots is parallel with one another; the pair
of elongated slots and the elongated strap being aligned par-
allel with a long side of the panels.

14. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, further
comprising:

a) a grip layer comprising a plurality of protrusions dis-

posed on an external surface of the outer panel;

b) an open area on the elongated strap and exposed by the
grip layer, the open area exposing a majority of the
elongated strap; and

¢) indicia disposed on the elongated strap in the open area.

15. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, wherein
the outer panel has a length less than a length of the inner
panel, the panels having distal ends opposite the open end
co-extensive with one another, and proximal ends at the open
end with the proximal end of the inner panel extending
beyond the proximal end of the outer panel.

16. A method for selectively tethering the cellular phone to
the user’s finger with the pocket device in accordance with
claim 8, the method comprising:

a) inserting the user’s finger into a first of the pair of
elongated slots, under the elongated strap, and out of a
second of the pair of elongated slots so that the pocket,
and thus the cellular phone, is carried by the user’s
finger, and displacing the elongated strap from the non-
used position to the used position; and

b) withdrawing the user’s finger from the second of the pair
of elongated slots, from under the elongated strap, and
from the first of the pair of elongated slots, and allowing
the elongated strap to return to the non-used position.

17. The pocket device in accordance with claim 8, further
comprising:

an outer finger notch formed in the outer panel on an
opposite short side opposite the inner notch and the open
end.

18. A method for selectively coupling the rectangular card
to the cellular phone with the pocket device in accordance
with claim 17, the method comprising:

a) inserting the rectangular card through the open end and

into the hollow;

b) inserting the user’s finger or a user’s fingernail into the
outer finger notch and sliding the rectangular card out of
the hollow through the open end; and

c) inserting the user’s finger or the user’s fingernail
between the cellular phone and the rectangular card, and
withdrawing the rectangular card from the hollow.

19. A method for selectively coupling a rectangular card to

a cellular phone, and for tethering the cellular phone, the
method comprising:

a) inserting the rectangular card into a pocket affixed to the
cellular phone, the pocket comprising:

i) a pouch formed by inner and outer planer, rectangular
panels and a perimeter wall extending between the
panels around a majority of a perimeter of the panels;

ii) the inner and outer panels and the perimeter wall
being formed together from silicone as a single, uni-
tary, monolithic body;

iii) a planer, rectangular hollow formed between the
inner and outer panels and the perimeter wall, and
configured to removably receiving the rectangular
card therein;
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iv) an open end formed between short sides of the inner
and outer panels and extending to the hollow, and
configured to removably receive the rectangular card
therethrough;

v) an inner finger notch formed in the short side of the
inner panel adjacent the open end;

vi) an adhesive disposed on an exterior surface of the
inner panel and configured to adhere the pouch to the
cellular phone;

vii) a pair of elongated slots formed in the outer panel
and extending to the hollow, the pair of elongated slots
being spaced-apart from one another to form an elon-
gated strap therebetween with opposite distal ends
attached to and formed with the outer panel, the pair
of'elongated slots defining finger openings configured
to removably receive a user’s finger;

viii) the elongated strap being flexible to bend away
from the outer panel and elastic to return to a flat
configuration, the elongated strap having at least two
positions, including:

A) a non-use position in which the elongated strap is
relaxed and planar and flush with the outer panel;
and

B) a use position in which the elongated strap is
stretched and arcuate and bowed away from the
outer panel configured to receive the user’s finger
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through the pair of elongated slots and between the
elongated strap and the hollow configured to tether
the pouch, and thus the cellular phone, to the user’s
finger;

b) inserting the user’s finger into a first of the pair of

elongated slots, under the elongated strap, and out of a
second of the pair of elongated slots so that the pocket,
and thus the cellular phone, is carried by the user’s
finger, and displacing the elongated strap from the non-
used position to the used position; and

¢) withdrawing the user’s finger from the second of the pair

of elongated slots, from under the elongated strap, and
from the first of the pair of elongated slots, and allowing
the elongated strap to return to the non-used position.

20. The method in accordance with claim 19, further com-
prising:
a) inserting the user’s finger or a user’s fingernail into an

outer finger notch formed in the outer panel on an oppo-
site short side opposite the inner notch and the open end,
and sliding the rectangular card out of the hollow
through the open end; and

b) inserting the user’s finger or the user’s fingernail

between the cellular phone and the rectangular card, and
withdrawing the rectangular card from the hollow.

#* #* #* #* #*
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