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[57] ABSTRACT
Disclosed is a card case, made of two rectangular sheets 
of plastic or leather, produced by fusing or seaming 
three edges thereof together and leaving one edge 
thereof unfused. One or both of the rectangular sheets 
are provided with an elongated opening the width of 
which is at least sufficient to receive a finger tip so as to 
allow a card to be pushed through the open side. The 
card case is constructed such that it can be used conve­
niently for cash dispenser cards, telephone cards, name 
cards, season tickets and the like because bearers can 
remove the cards quickly from the case by simply put­
ting their finger tip on the card through the opening and 
pushing the card out.

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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CARD CASE HAVING A FINGER ACCESS HOLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
2. Field of the invention
This invention relates to a card case for cash dis­

penser (CD) cards, telephone cards, name cards, season 
tickets and the like. More specifically it relates to a card 
case from which a card can be removed very easily, jq

2. Prior art
Hitherto a card case has been used for holding CD 

cards or telephone cards, for example. FIGS. 13 and 14 
show such a conventional card case, for which gener­
ally thin leather or plastic sheeting is used. 15

In order to make the card case 3, at first two sheets 2, 
2, cut to a size a little larger than that of a card 1, are 
superposed one on top of another and then their three 
sides are fused together by heating with their one side 
left open (at 4) so that the card 1 can be put in or taken 20 
out of the card case 3 through the opening 4. Also, an 
indent 5 is provided to the open side in order that the 
card 1 in the card case 3 may be held between fingers 
when removed therefrom. Problems to be solved by the 
invention 25

In such conventional card case, however, the indent 
5 is generally so shallow that it is difficult to hold one 
side of the card appearing out of the card case 3 be­
tween fingers. This is especially true during cold win­
ters due to fingers becoming numbed by the cold. 30

Under the circumstances, the object of the invention 
is to solve the above mentioned problem and to provide 
a card case which allows bearers to remove a card 
therefrom without any difficulty even when their fin- 
gers are numbed due to cold.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
For the above mentioned object, the inventor has 

invented a card case comprising two sheets, each of 
which has four edges. The two sheets are fused together 
along three of their four edges, the fourth edge of the 
respective sheets remaining separable so that a card can 
be put in or removed through an opening formed 
thereby. The card case includes an elongated opening, 4J 
the width of which is at least sufficient to receive a 
finger tip, provided between the opening formed by the 
separable fourth edges and a closed end formed oppo­
site the opening by fused edges of the sheets.

The card case of the invention is formed in such a 50 
way that those who bear it can remove a card therefrom 
by pushing the card toward the opening with a finger 
tip and withdrawing the card by holding it between 
fingers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 55

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a card case according 
to a first embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the card case taken 
along line II—II of FIG. 1. 60

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a card case according 
to a second embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a card case according 
to a third embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a card case according 65 
to a fourth embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a card case according 
to a fifth embodiment of this invention.
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FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a card case accord­

ing to a sixth embodiment of this invention.
FIG. 8 is a front view of a card case according to a 

seventh embodiment of this invention.
FIG. 9 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the 

card case taken along line IX—IX of FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a transversal cross-sectional view of the 

card case taken along line X—X of FIG. 8.
FIG. 11 is a front view of a card case of an eighth 

embodiment of this invention.
FIG. 12 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the 

card case taken along line XII—XII of FIG. 11.
FIGS. 13 and 14 are perspective views of a conven­

tional card case.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS
FIGS. 1 and 2 show a bi-fold card case 11 according 

to a first embodiment of this invention. Two rectangular 
base sheets 13, 13 of equal size and having lengths 
slightly greater than the length of a card 1 are joined 
together by a pliable portion 12. Another two rectangu­
lar cover sheets 14, 14 of equal size and having lengths 
slightly smaller than the length of the sheets 13,13 are 
put on top of the sheets 13, 13, respectively, and then 
fused (at 15) along three edges (both longitudinal edges 
and one lateral edge) thereof to the sheets 13, 13 by 
heating. The remaining lateral edge of each sheet is left 
unfused so as to form openings 16, 16. In this manner, 
two pockets 17,17 are formed respectively on the two 
sheets 13, 13.

Long openings or windows 18, 18, the width of 
which is at least sufficient to receive a finger tip, are 
respectively formed in the center of each of the sheets 
14, 14 from the fused lateral edges thereof toward the 
openings at the unfused lateral edges 16,16 thereof.

When the sheets 14,14 are made of transparent plas­
tics, it is convenient for bearers to see what card is in the 
card case and similarly convenient for them to know 
how many calls they can make or identify a mark that 
indicates the direction to insert the card in the telephone 
fare slit. When the sheets 14, 14 are opaque, it is desir­
able to provide a window 19, 19 on one longitudinal 
side of the sheets 14, 14 in order to allow a person to 
quickly determine what card is in the card case.

Also, when the free ends of the sheets 14,14, adjacent 
their openings, are slightly bulged at the centers 
thereof, the cards 1 can be put in the pockets 17,17 with 
ease.

The card case of the first embodiment of this inven­
tion is constructed as described above. The manner in 
which the card case is usable will now be described 
below in detail.

A card 1 can be put in each of the pockets 17, 17 
through the openings 16, 16. A card can be removed 
from one of the pockets by putting a finger A on top of 
the card appearing out of the window 18 in such a way 
as to slide the card toward the opening 16, as shown in 
FIG. 2, and then grasping between fingers and pulling 
on the portion of the card extending from the opening 
16.

FIG. 3 shows a card case 21 according to a second
embodiment of this invention. In the following embodi­
ments the same numbers and the same symbols as those
in FIGS. 1 and 2 are to be allotted to identify any por­
tion corresponding to a portion in the first embodiment.

The card case 21 of the second embodiment is pro­
duced by putting a cover sheet 14, the length and width
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opening 40 is fused to the cover sheet 36. The sheet 38 
is also fused centrally along a longitudinal line, to 
thereby form pockets 43,44 above the opening 40. Also, 
one lower pocket 45 is formed below the opening 40 
and cards can be put in each of the pockets.

A longitudinal opening or window 18 is provided for 
each of the pockets 43, 44, 45 and a pair of snaps or 
other attachment means 46,47 are attached to the upper 
part of the sheet 38 and near the end of the closure flap 
35 so that the upper pockets 43,44 can be closed firmly 
by fastening one part of the attachment means on the lid 
35 to the other on the sheet 38. Likewise, the pocket 45 
is closed by inserting in a slit 49 a tongue 48, which 
projects upwardly from the portion of the sheet 38 
forming the lower periphery of the opening 40. In the 
meantime, a clip 50 is provided to the upper part of the 
back of the main hard sheet 32 and a rear pocket mem­
ber 51 is provided to the lower part of the back of the 
sheet 32 so that some paper can be put in it if necessary.

The eighth embodiment of this invention shown in 
FIGS. 11 and 12 is a card case constructed mainly of a 
rectangular main hard sheet 32 provided with surround­
ing pliable portions 33 and a cover sheet 36. The cover 
sheet 36 is fused to the surrounding pliable portions 33 
of the main hard sheet 32. An opening 52, spanning the 
whole width of the cover sheet 36, is provided in the 
upper part of the cover sheet 36 and a longitudinally 
elongated window 18 is provided in the lower part of 
the cover sheet 36. A pocket 53 for holding a card is 
formed between the main hard board 32 and the cover 
sheet 36.

In any of the above mentioned embodiments, not only 
CD cards and telephone cards but also name cards, 
season tickets and the like can be put in the card case. In 
the case of superposed name cards, they can be re­
moved individually in turn. '

As stated above, the card case of this invention is 
provided with the window that is adapted to receive a 
finger tip. Thereby, bearers can push a card out of the 
pocket so as to remove it quickly even when their fin­
gers are numbed by cold.

What is claimed is:
1. A card case comprising:
a substantially rectangular base sheet having two 

longitudinal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a 
lower lateral edge;

a substantially rectangular cover sheet having two 
longitudinal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a 
lower lateral edge, said two longitudinal edges and 
said lower lateral edge of said cover sheet being 
joined to said two longitudinal edges and said 
lower lateral edge, respectively, of a front face of 
said base sheet, and said upper lateral edge of said 
cover sheet remaining unjoined and separable from 
said upper lateral edge of said base sheet, so as to 
form a first pocket having an upper opening and 
adapted to receive a card;

a substantially rectangular outer sheet having a longi­
tudinal direction, a lateral direction, two longitudi­
nal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a lower lateral 
edge, said two longitudinal edges and said lower 
lateral edge of said outer sheet being joined to said 
two longitudinal edges and said lower lateral edge, 
respectively, of said cover sheet, and said upper 
lateral edge of said outer sheet remaining unjoined 
and separable from said upper lateral edge of said 
cover sheet, so as to form at least one additional 
pocket adapted to receive a card;
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of which are slightly greater than those of the card 1, on 
a base sheet 13, the length and width of which are 
slightly greater than those of the sheet 14. The sheet 14 
is then fused along three edges thereof, i.e., both longi­
tudinal edges and one lateral edge, to the sheet 14. The 5 
remaining lateral edge is left unfused to form an opening 
16. A long opening or window 18 adapted to receive a 
finger tip is provided through the sheet 14 from the 
center of the fused lateral edge toward the opening 16.

When the window 18 is formed from the fused lateral 10 
edge of the pocket 17 as shown in the first and the 
second embodiments, bearers can hook their finger nail 
on the end of the card 1 in the pocket 17, whereby they 
can remove the card 1 readily. Moreover, when a hole 
22 is formed through the base sheet 13 adjacent where 15 
the window 18 is formed through the cover sheet 14, as 
shown in FIG. 3, a portion of the card end is exposed, 
and allows the bearer to firmly grasp the card between 
his fingers and remove it.

How much the card end is to be pushed out by a 20 
finger tip A is dependent on how long the opening 18 is. 
In the case of a card case for telephone cards, for exam­
ple, it is convenient for bearers when the length of the 
opening 18, i.e. the length of portion of the card end to 
be pushed out of the card case, is equal to the gap be- 25 
tween the fare slit and the card feed roll of the tele­
phone, because they can insert the card end in the tele­
phone fare slit without removing the card from the case.

As shown in FIG. 4, a card case 21 of the third em­
bodiment of this invention has the same construction as 30 
the one of the second embodiment, except that the 
opening 18 is formed in a long oval shape in this exam­
ple.

The fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 5 is a card 
case 21 for holding a card that indicates particulars of 35 
video cassette tapes or video discs to be displayed in a 
showcase as rental. Its construction is similar to that of 
the second example. The card case is however to be 
glued on a showcase with adhesives.

Each of the fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 6 and 40 
the sixth embodiment shown in FIG. 7 is a card case 21 
for holding two cards 1, 1 at the same time. The two 
cards 1, 1 can be removed separately, because the card 
case of the fifth embodiment has an opening 18 through 
both of the sheets 13, 14. Thereby, each card can be 45 
removed upon request. The card case of the sixth exam­
ple has a partition 23 between the sheets 13,14, as well 
as the openings 18 through both sheets. In this manner, 
two pockets are formed independently so that bearers 
can remove each card selectively upon request. 50

The seventh embodiment shown in FIGS. 8 to 10 is a 
card case to be attached to the front face of a case 31 
and is arranged with a view towards showing particu­
lars of documents in the case. The case 31 includes a 
rectangular main (or base) hard sheet 32 and soft pliable 55 
portions that form both the longitudinal edges 31, 33 
and the bottom edge 33 of the hard sheet. A lid or clo­
sure flap 35 is joined to the upper side of the main board 
32 with a pliable portion 34 in between. A cover sheet 
36 and the main sheet 32 are fused together at their two 60 
longitudinal edges and bottom edge with their top edge 
left unfused so as to form an opening and thus a pocket 
37 between them. An outer sheet 38 forming a card case 
is put on top of the cover sheet 36 and fused thereto at 
its three edges 39,39, 39 but not its top edge. An open- 65 
ing 40 is formed in the middle of the sheet 38 and is 
elongated in the transverse direction, and the portion of 
the sheet 38 defining the upper periphery 41 of the
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wherein a longitudinally elongated hole, which is 
elongated along the longitudinal direction of said 
outer sheet, is formed through a lower portion of 
said outer sheet and is adapted to receive a finger 
therethrough to push a card out of the at least one 
additional pocket; and

wherein a laterally elongated hole, which is elon­
gated along the lateral direction of said outer sheet, 
is formed through said outer sheet at a longitudi­
nally intermediate portion thereof, and a portion of 
said outer sheet forming an upper peripheral edge 
of said laterally elongated hole is joined to said 
cover’sheet, such that an upper pocket is formed 
above said laterally elongated hole and a lower 
pocket is formed below said laterally elongated 
hole.

2. A card case as recited in claim 1, wherein
said longitudinally elongated hole formed through a 

lower portion of said outer sheet is formed below 
said laterally elongated hole and defines a first 
longitudinally elongated hole; and

a second longitudinally elongated hole, which is elon­
gated along the longitudinal direction of said outer 
sheet, is formed through said outer sheet at a posi­
tion above said laterally elongated hole.

3. A card case as recited in claim 2, wherein
said outer sheet is further joined to said over sheet 

along a longitudinal line intermediate said two 
longitudinal edges of said outer sheet and above 
said laterally elongated holoe, so as to divide said 
upper pocket into a first upper pocket and a second 
upper pocket.

4. A card case as recited in claim 3, wherein
said second longitudinally elongated hole is formed 

through a potion of said outer sheet which defines 
said first upper pocket; and

a third longitudinally elongated hole is formed 
through a portion of said outer sheet which defines 
said second upper pocket.

5. A card case as recited in claim 1, further compris- 
g
a closure flap attached to an upper end of said base 

sheet by a pliable portion.
6. A card case as recited in claim 5, further compris- 
g
attachment means for attaching an upper portion of 

said closure flap to said outer sheet so as to close at 
least said first pocket.

7. A card case as recited in claim 1, wherein
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said cover sheet is slightly smaller than said base 

sheet, and said outer sheet is slightly smaller than 
said cover sheet.

8. A card case as recited in claim 1, further compris- 
g
a clip mounted to an upper portion of a rear face of 

said base sheet; and
a rear pocket member mounted to a lower portion of 

said rear face of said base sheet.
9. A card case as recited in claim 1, further compris- 
g
means for rigidifying said base sheet.
10. A card case comprising:
a substantially rectangular base sheet having two 

longitudinal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a 
lower lateral edge;

a substantially rectangular cover sheet having two 
longitudinal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a 
lower lateral edge, said two longitudinal edges and 
said lower lateral edge of said cover sheet being 
joined to said two longitudinal edges and said 
lower lateral edge, respectively, of a front face of 
said base sheet, and said upper lateral edge of said 
cover sheet remaining unjoined and separable from 
said upper lateral edge of said base sheet, so as to 
form a first pocket having an upper opening and 
adapted to receive a card;

a substantially rectangular outer sheet having a longi­
tudinal direction, a lateral direction, two longitudi­
nal edges, an upper lateral edge, and a lower lateral 
edge, said two longitudinal edges and said lower 
lateral edge of said outer sheet being joined to said 
two longitudinal edges and said lower lateral edge, 
respectively, of said over sheet, and said upper 
lateral edge of said outer sheet remaining unjoined 
and separable from said upper lateral edge of said 
over sheet, so as to form at least one additional 
pocket adapted to receive a card;

a clip mounted to an upper portion of a rear face of 
said base sheet;

a rear pocket member mounted to a lower portion of 
said rear face of said base sheet; and

wherein a longitudinally elongated hole, which is 
elongated along the longitudinal direction of said 
outer sheet, is formed through a lower portion of 
said outer sheet and is adapted to receive a finger 
therethrough to push a card out of the at least one 
additional pocket.

*****
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