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Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their
usage. Words that are known to have current trademark
registrations are shown with an initial capital and are also
identified as trademarks. No investigation has been made of
common-law trademark rights in any word, because such
investigation is impracticable. The inclusion of any word in
this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the
Publisher’s opinion as to whether or not it is subject to
proprietary rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is
to be regarded as affecting the validity of any trademark.

American Heritage® and the eagle logo are registered
trademarks of Forbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license
agreement with Forbes Inc.

Houghton Mifflin Company gratefully acknowledges Mead
Data Central, Inc., providers of the LEXIS®/NEXIS® services,
for its assistance in the preparation of this edition of
The American Heritage® Dictionary.

Copyright © 1996, 1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company.
All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any

form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including

photocopying and recording, or by any information storage or

retrieval system without the prior written permission of
Houghton Mifflin Company unless such copying is expressly
permitted by federal copyright law. Address inquiries to
Reference Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Company, 222
Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

The American heritage dictionary of the English language.
—3rd ed.

p- cm.

ISBN 0-395-44895-6

1. English language —Dictionaries.
PE1628.A623 1992 92-851
423 —dc20 CIP

Manufactured in the United States of America

For information about this and other Houghton Mifflin
trade and reference books and multimedia products, visit
The Bookstore at Houghton Mifflin on the World Wide Web
at http://www.hmco.com/trade/.
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To act against an
dd ¢ English coun-
M."uml- . contre-,
15re. 10 be strong: se¢
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ce eqhallv coumelactmg
rid) ad).

n) n.

. woman who
m'(' prar-wdom '3 A
sour:

1 holding the title of count
Mfmcourt i various European
e “( an ear] in Great Britain. 3.
o n. [Middle English countes,
- H:‘f conte, count. See COU NT2]
: :wum .ing house (kounting-hous’)
¢ in which 2 business firm carries on
t]g and mrrespondgnce. .
| ad. Incapable of being counte
2 incalculable. —count’less:ly adv.

2n object, such as chair, or for an
« that speakers of & language 1dent1fv as
a6 that can form a plural or oceur in
. witn an indefinite article, with nu-
s & many.
ykting « o counts palatine. 1.a. Any of _»'arioqs
ising certeln royal powers within their
& count of the Holy Roman Empire hav-
cowntemitories, b, A feudal lord hav-
lands 2. The titled proprietor of a
¢ o England oy Ireland.
e s counetry-fied (kinttri-fid?) adj. 1. Re-

Leong the characteristics of country life; rural. 2.

I

| Pl +tries, V.a. A nation or state. b,
LMW orstate; land. ¢, The peaple of a nation
21(’ chole country will profit from the new
Aok T land of & person’s birth or citizenship:
) ;r:;lvdmlm country, J.A:egmn territory,
o :sm‘gllhhdb]( by features of topography,
iy ‘untry; Bible country. 4, Adistrict out-
‘ M:'néraluren vacation in the country. 5,
il of l"uhln music. —country adj. 1. Of
Yoty e country: ¢ country road; wunny’
Rlvmunuv music, — jdj
18 the purog i om. in coun-
W'J'/lun[hJ US. military operations
i), Llsh lomger than the other four”
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wu pj ,1 S Ko land) opposite, before,
estorn Abp 0 Appendax |

'n,% rlaw,

o, Cand W Sce coun-
b’l.. 1,5._“;5 lrhy, '
TR )
f‘“ur. n‘ lf M S0cal and sports aetyy-
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’Hn

) “ !
g ﬂmyd g AUOUsRESs o pugtic ways
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tulk d.mw of English
h oth
arj
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T Ty wns g country estate,
Ny llv: llve o nhPelson from one's gwn
b e i aby
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istance

sic bdsed on the folk

atvle of the southenc il thnted Statos o an tie nmane of
bovs M the Ameniean West Also ealled comntry aned

(OUH"I’Y'SGO' (kin'tie sbtry o
country

coun-try-side (kin‘ire sid’) »
mhatants of a nwal vegion

country singer One wha sings conntry musie

coun-try-wide (ki tre-wid?) adi & ad)  Thronghant o
whole country: nahonwide launched a fundrmsimg campaign
countrgretde; a countrperde search

coun-trywomean (kun/ic-wiom'an) »
one's own connlry;
country
ways.

counsty (koun’té) n. pl -tes. Abhr ¢o, co. 1. An admin
istrative subdivision of a state in the United States 2.0, A ter
ntonal division exercising admimstrative, judical, and polstical
functions m Great Britan and Ireland b, The ferritory under the
junsdiction of a count vt carl 3, The penple living m o
[Middie English counte, terntorial division, from Old French
conte, the termtory of a count, from Medieval Latin comitatus,
from Late Lann. the office of count, from Latin, retinue,
comes, connt-, companion. Sce @i= 1in Appendix | —coun’ty ad;

county agent A government employee who serves as o con
sultant and adviser 11 a chiefly rural county on such matters 5
agriculture, education, and home economics.

county fair ». A fair usually held every vear at the same lo-
cation in a county, especially for the competitive showing of live-
stock and farm products.

county palatine .. )i counties palatine. The domain of 4
count palatine in England or Ireland

county seat
of its county.

county town n.
shire town.

coun-ty-wide (koun’té-wid’) adr. & adj. Throughout a
whole county: jound at locations countywide; a countywide war
on drugs.

COUp (kad) n., pl. coups (kdoz). 1. A brilliantly executed strat-
agem; a masterstroke. 2, A coup d'état. 3, Among certain Nu
tive American peoples, a feat of bravery performed in battle, es-
pecially the touching of an enemy’s body without causing injury
—idiom. count coup. Among certain Native American peoples.
to ceremoniously recount one's exploits in battle. (French, stroke,
frem Old French celp, from Late Latin colpus. See cope .|

coup de gréice (ko' do gris/) n., pl. coups de gréce. 1. A
deathblow dclivered to end the misery of a mortally wounded vic-

An oatate oF mandaion i the

1A vl region 2, The

Musie

1. A woman from
a compatitot, 2, A woman from a particula:
3. A woman who lives 1 the country or has country

A town or city that is the administrative center

Chiefly British. A county seat. Also called

tim. 2. A finishing stroke or decisive event. {French = coup,
stroke + de, of + grdce, mercy.|
coup de main (do max/) n, pl. coups de main. A sudden

action undertaken to surprise an enemy.
blow + de, of + main, hand.|

coup d’é-tat (da-ti’) n, pl coups d‘état ui coup d'états
(-da-ta’). The sudden overthrow of a government by a usually
small group of persons in or previously in positions of authority
[French : coup, blow, stroke + de, of + etat, state.

coupdethé:-G-tre (dsta-a’tra) n, pl. coups de théatre. 1.
A sudden, dramatic turn of events in a play. 2. An unexpected
and sensational event. especially one that reverses or negates a

[French - coup. stroke,

prevailing situation. [French : coup, stroke + de, of + theatre,
theater.|

coup d’oeil (derys) n, bl coups doeil. A quick survev: u
glance. [French : coup, stroke + de, of + oeil, eve.

coupe‘ (koop) n. l.a. A dessert of ice cream or fruit-flavored
ice, garnished and served in a special dessert glass. b, The
stemmed glass in which u coupe is served. 2. A shallow, bow |-
shaped dessert dish.  [French, cup, from Late Latin cuppa.|

coupe? (kéop) n. Variant of coup@ (sense 2)

GOU'pé tkan-pa’) n. V. A closed four-wheel carniage with two
seats inside and one outside. 2. Also coupe (kdop). A closed
two-door automobile. [French, from past participle of couper, to
cut, from coup, blow. See coup.|

Cou-pe-rin (koo-pi-rav’, kiop-rax’), Frangois. 1668 1733
French compuser who was court orgamist at Versalles during the
reign of Louis XIV.

cou-ple (kap’ol) n. V. Two items of the sume Kind: a pair. 2,
Sumething that jomns or connects two things together; a link. 3.
(used with a siny. or plocerk). a. Two people umted, as by be-
trothal or marnage. by Two people wgether & tnformal. A tew,
several: ¢ couple of days. 5. Physics. A pan of tarces ot equal
magnitude scting m parallel but opposite directions capable ot
Causig totation but not tunslation. —couple ¢ -pled, -pling,
sples. — 1. V. To luk togerher; conneet coupled e wefusal
weth an explanation. 2@ 'To join as spouses oty be To jam
e sexual unton. Jo Electrecdy To link (Two etreutts or curtents)y
as hy magnetic mducton, —antro ¥, To torm paws: o 20 To
unite sexually; copulate. 30 To o chenneadly. —couple ad)
Informal. Two or few: "Erery couple gears the we striees, to
haul off to a new site” (Gunison Kedlor)  [Mddle English, from
Old French, from Latin copula, bond, pair. |

SYNONYMS: couple, pair, brace, yoke. These nouns denote two
individuals of the same kind together. Couple does not neeessarily
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