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[57] ABSTRACT 
A database system is provided in a network system 
capable of exchanging medical data, including at least 
image data and key data associated therewith, and can 
store and retrieve the medical data via the network 
system. The database system has first and second. data 
file devices and a file management device. The first data 
file device stores image data supplied via the network 
system in a first rewritable storage. The second data file 
device stores image data transferred from the first stor­
age in a non-rewritable second storage. The file man­
agement device has an index data storage for storing the 
key data, supplied via the network system, and memory 
addresses of image data, which correspond to the key 
data, on the first and second storages in correspondence 
with each other, and manages storing and reading of the 
image data in and from the first and second data file 
devices. 

21 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a database system 5 

which can file image data through a network system 
and, more particularly, to a database system for storing 
medical data including image data such as diagnostic 
images. 

In a database system using a network system, a plural- 10 
ity of nodes of a network system are connected to one 
or a plurality of data output devices, database systems, 
and terminals. The data output devices output data to be 
stored, e.g., image data. The output data is filed in the 
database. The data filed in the database is retrieved by 15 
the terminals. 

A practical example of a database system using a 
network system will be described with reference to 
FIG. 1. This database system handles, e.g., image data. 

The network system shown in FIG. 1 is a loop-like 20 
link-type network system. Loop-like common data 
transmission path 400 is provided with a plurality of 
nodes 401, 402, 403, 404, and 405. Data, i.e., image data 
is transferred among nodes 401 to 405 via transmission 
path 400. In image data transfer, image data to be 25 
stored, additional data of the image data, and a proce­
dure signal for allowing data exchange are exchanged. 

In the network system having the above arrange­
ment, node 401 is connected to image data generator 
406 as a data output device and data generated by gen- 30 
erator 406 is output onto transmission path 400. The 
output data is filed by database system 407 connected to 
node 402. Database system 407 accumulates image data 
from generator 406 as an image database. The data 
stored in database system 407 is retrieved by terminal 35 
408 connected to node 403 and is transferred thereto. 

Database system 407 has a memory device for storing 
data, e.g., a rewritable storage (a so-called erasable 
storage) such as a semiconductor memory device, a 
magnetic tape device, and a magnetic disk device, or a 40 
non-rewritable storage (a so-called non-erasable stor­
age) such as an optical disc device. In a general database 
system, either a rewritable storage or a non-rewritable 
storage is used. Particularly in a database system for 
storing image data, a memory device having a large 45 
memory capacity of several GB (gigabytes) is required. 
Therefore, a database system for storing image data uses 
a rewritable storage having a high recording density. 
An optical disc device requires, however, a long access 
time of 800 msec to access stored image data while a 50 
recording density per optical disc is as high as 3.6 GB. 
Generally, the larger the memory capacity of a memory 
device, the longer an average access time required for 
data to be read out from the memory device. As a result, 
if a memory device has a large memory capacity, a 55 
retrieval time required for the memory content is pro­
longed in proportion to the access time. 

Furthermore, when a non-rewritable storage has 
written data on its recording medium, it cannot write 
other data on the same location of the recording me- 60 
dium. 

Thus, when the image data is edited, the image before 
editing is left without being erased, and the amount of 
data to be stored is further increased. 

In this manner, in a conventional database system, 65 
when a large amount of data, such as image data, is to be 
handled, since a considerably large amount of data is 
stored in a memory device, the memory device must 

2 
have a large memory capacity while the access time is 
prolonged, degrading processing efficiency. 

Particularly when a medical database system is to be 
constituted, most of the data used for medical diagnosis, 
examination, or therapy is image data having a high 
density and covering a broad range of gradation, e.g., a 
CT (computed tomographic) image and an MR (mag­
netic resonance) image. Therefore, a memory device 
must have a still larger memory capacity while the 
access time is further prolonged, thus degrading the 
pr.ocessing efficiency. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
database system whose processing efficiency is im­
proved. 

The database system according to the present inven­
tion has first and second data file devices and a file 
management device is provided in a network system 
capable of exchanging medical data, including at least 
image data and key data associated thereto, and can 
store and retrieve the medical data via the network 
system. The first data file device stores image data sup­
plied via the network system in a rewritable first stor­
age. The second data file device stores image data trans­
ferred from the first storage in a non-rewritable second 
storage. The file management device has an index data 
storage for storing the key data, supplied via the net­
work system, and memory addresses of image data, 
which correspond to the key data, on the first and sec­
ond storages in correspondence with each other, and 
manages storing and reading of the image data in and 
from the first and second data file devices. 

According to the database system of the present in­
vention, data which is used relatively frequently is 
stored in the rewritable storage and data which is used 
relatively less frequently is stored in the non-rewritable 
storage. As a result, the processing efficiency of the 
database system is improved. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ORA WINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a network 
system including a general image database system; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a database system ac­
cording to a first embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 shows a memory format of a memory module 
of the system shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 shows a memory format of an index file of the 
system shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 shows an arrangement of a time management 
device applied to the system shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a network system includ­
ing a database system according to a second embodi­
ment of the present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a database system ac­
cording to a third embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram ofa network system includ­
ing a medical database system according to a fourth 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 9 and 10 show format of the index file of the 
system shown in FIG. 8, respectively; 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a database system ac­
cording to a fifth embodiment of the present invention; 
and 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a database system ac­
cording to a sixth embodiment of the present invention. 

IPR2025-01249 Page 00012
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4 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

A database system according to a first embodiment of 
the present invention will be described with reference 5 
to FIG. 2. The database system shown in FIG. 2 is 
connected to a network system in the same manner as 
database system shown in FIG. 1. 

Node 5 is connected to common data transmission 
path 4. Image data from an image data generator con- 10 
nected to .anothet' node (not shown), additional data of 
the image data, and a command or status data for data 
transfer are supplied to node 5 via transmission path 4. 
The image data generator is a device for supplying 
image data onto transmission path 4, such as an image 15 
recording/reproducing system, an image pick-up sys­
tem, a copy system, a diagnostic system (e.g., a com­
puted tomography system or a magnetic resonance 
imaging system) for generating image data. Node 5 
supplies image data and additional data to another node 20 
(not shown) connected to a terminal (not shown) via 
transmission path 4. 

The database system shown in FIG. 2 is constituted 
by temporary file device 1, active file device 2, and 
system management device 3. 25 

Temporary file device 1 has 1/0 (input/output) con­
trol unit 6, buffer storage unit 7, address addition unit 8, 
memory retrieval unit 9, and memory module 10. 

Active file device 2 has memory interface 11, image 
processing unit 12, image retrieval unit 14, image edit- 30 
ing unit 16, and optical disc device 17. Disc device 17 
has optical disc control unit 18 and optical disc auto­
changers 19a to 19d. 

System management device 3 has temporary file man­
agement unit 20, index file unit 21, and active file man- 35 
agement unit 22. 

Data exchange between node 5 and file device 1 is 
performed via coupling 23. More specifically, coupling 
23 corresponds to a data transmission section between 
the network system and the database system. Coupling 40 
23 can thus couple remote two points through a beam or 
radiowave. 

1/0 control unit 6 of file device 1 is connected to 
node 5 via coupling 23. Control unit 6 is connected to 
buffer storage unit 7 which can store a plurality of data. 45 
Memory retrieval and address addition units 9 and 8 are 
also connected to control unit 6. Memory module 10 is 
connected to both units 9 and 8. 

Memory module 10 is connected to file device 2. 
Data exchange is performed between module 10 and file 50 
device 2. 

Memory interface 11 of file device 2 is connected to 
both memory module 10 and active file management 
unit 22 of database system management device 3. Mem­
ory interface 11 is also connected to both image pro- 55 
cessing unit 12 and image retrieval unit 14. Interface 11 
is also connected to 1/0 control unit 6 of file device 1. 
Units 14 and 12 are connected to image editing unit 16 
and to optical disc control unit 18 of optical disc device 
17. Control unit 18 is connected to four optical disc 60 
autochangers 19a to 19d. Autochangers 19a to 19d each 
store a plurality of optical discs. A desired optical disc 
is selected by control unit 18 and is subjected to record-
ing or reproduction. 

System management device 3 manages temporary 65 
and active file devices 1 and 2. Management device 3 
aids operation of file devices 1 and 2 and is provided for 
allowing smooth data transmission therebetween. Tern-

porary file management unit 20 of management device 3 
is connected to both 1/0 control and memory retrieval 
units 6 and 9. Index file unit 21 is connected to manage­
ment, address addition, image retrieval, and image edit­
ing units 20, 8, 14, and 16. Management unit 22 is con­
nected to index file, temporary file management, and 
image editing units 21, 20, and 16. 

Temporary file management unit 20 employs a de­
scription system divided into three hierarchical stages 
of external schema for describing a data structure with 
an expression suitable for a particular application, inter­
nal schema for describing a physical structure of a data­
base and data internal expression, and conceptual 
schema, located between the internal and external sche­
mas, for matching them. The schema of each stage is 
described with a predetermined data description lan­
guage (DDL). In this case, a data dictionary is prepared 
and data of each schema is transformed using the func­
tion of the data dictionary, so that interface between a 
terminal and memory module 10 can be achieved. 

The operation of the database system having the 
above arrangement will be described for cases wherein: 
(1) image data from common data transmission path 4 is 
stored in memory module 10; (2) data stored in module 
10 is retrieved; (3) data in module 10 is transferred to 
optical disc device 17 and is stored therein; and (4) data 
stored in optical disc device 17 is read out and is trans­
ferred to a terminal. 
(1) When image data from common data transmission 

path is stored in memory module 
Data to be stored is supplied from an image data 

generator to 1/0 control unit 6 via common data trans­
mission path 4 and node 5. When the data is supplied 
from node 5, if temporary file device 1 is processing 
another instruction, the data is temporarily stored in 
buffer storage unit 7. When processing of the other 
instruction is ended, the data temporarily stored in stor­
age unit 7 is read out and transferred to address addition 
unit 8. If file device 1 is not processing another instruc­
tion, the data is directly transferred to addition unit 8. 
Storage unit 7 comprises a rewritable storage, e.g., a 
RAM (random-access memory) and a hard disc device. 

Address addition unit 8 adds address data supplied 
from index file unit 21 to the supplied data, and transfers 
it to memory module 10 to be stored therein. Thus, the 
data to be stored coincides with the address and hence 
the stored data can be read out by the address or be 
identified by the address. 

Memory module 10 stores a plurality of images. For 
example, assuming that a 6-KB memory is required for 
storing a single-frame image, a memory capacity re­
quired for storing 1,000-frame image data is 60 MB 
(megabytes). Each image is assigned a corresponding 
address. 

FIG. 3 schematically shows the memory content of 
memory module 10, which is an example of an image 
database file. The database file consists of address por­
tion 40 and data portion 41. Each data of data portion 41 
is assigned a corresponding address. For example, ad­
dress "001" is added to certain one-frame image data 1 
and additional data 1 added thereto. Additional data 1 
represents, e.g., date and/or place image data 1 was 
picked up or generated, the name of a person in charge 
of handling image data 1 and/or a person as the object, 
error detection data, and so on. Continuous 2-frame 
image data 2 and 3 and additional data 2 thereof is 
stored at address "002". Text data 1, i.e., non-image data 
such as paragraph .data or message data input by a 
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6 
wordprocessor, is stored at address "003". Data other In the above case, the database file and the index file 
than text, e.g., a program, can be stored. No data is are separately arranged. However, both can be stored in 
stored at address "005" (data stored at this address is memory module 10, or the index file can be stored in a 
erased). database system connected to a node other than a node 

As memory module 10, a rewritable storage such as a 5 connected to the database file. A rewritable storage is 
magnetic bubble device, a CCD (charge coupled de- used as the index file. Therefore, unnecessary data can 
vice), a magnetic disc device, and a magnetic tape de- be erased like data at address "005", and new data can 
vice can be used. In this manner, since a rewritable be stored. 
storage is used as module 10 and data which is accessed (2) When data stored in memory module is to be re-
comparatively frequently is constantly written in mod- 10 trieved 
ule 10, an access time required for retrieving data can be A retrieval instruction and identification code data or 
shortened. key data are supplied from a terminal to 1/0 control 

Index file unit 21 has an index file for storing an ad- unit 6 via common data transmission path 4 and node 5. 
dress, type, length, and identification code of data When a retrieval instruction and identification code 
stored in module 10, and key data. A rewritable storage 15 data or key data are supplied, if memory module 10 is 
requiring a short access time is preferably used as the used, the supplied data is temporarily stored in buffer 
index file. storage unit 7. When processing using module 10 is 

FIG. 4 shows an example of the content of the index ended, the instruction and identification code data or 
file. The index file consists of address portion 50 storing key data are fetched from storage unit 7 and are pro-
address data the same as the address of the data stored 20 cessed. Storage unit 7 can determine priority of process-
in the database file, key portion 51 for storing key data, ing instructions corresponding to the respective stored 
type portion 52 representing the type of data portion 41, data. An urgent instruction is processed prior to the 

other ones. 
length portion 53 representing the lengtb of image data, When it is determined that a retrieval instruction is 
additional data, and text data, and identification code 25 supplied, a retrieval instruction is supplied from control 
portion 54. A hashing method is adopted for storing unit 6 to memory retrieval unit 9. Upon reception of this 
these data. More specifically, each data is directly ed- instruction, retrieval unit 9 checks whether data to be 
ited in accordance with the hashing function, and is retrieved which corresponds to the key or identification 
stored. The hashing function is a logical structure for code data is stored in index file unit 21 via temporary 
storing data that enables high-speed retrieval of data 30 file management unit 20. If such data is present, address 
constituting a large table. When the amount of data is data corresponding to the key or identification code 
small, a sequential arrangement structure of a memory data, and type data are fetched from address and type 
structure using an index or pointer is adopted. portions 50 and 52 and are transferred to memory re-

Data to be supplied in key and identification code trieval unit 9. When the key data corresponds to a plu-
portions 51 and 54 is supplied from a terminal. The data 35 rality of addresses, all these addresses are transferred. 
of remaining address, type, and length portions 50, 52, Data stored in memory module 10 is retrieved by mem-
and 53 is calculated by temporary file management unit ory retrieval unit 9 in accordance with the address data. 
20 and is automatically added to the data supplied from A retrieved image and text data are transferred to node 
the terminal. Management unit 20 calculates data of 5 via control unit 6 and are transferred to the terminal 
address, type, and length portions 50, 52, and 53 so that 40 via data transmission path 4. 
it is efficiently stored in memory module 10. Key data to (3) When data in memory module is stored in optical 
be stored in key portion 51 can be character data includ- disc device 
ing an alphanumeric character and a special symbol. In An "instruction requesting data transfer from mem-
FIG. 4, key data is constituted by three alphanumeric ory module 10 to optical disc device 17" is supplied 
characters. Key data represents personal data on a per- 45 from a terminal to node 5 via common data transmission 
son to be examined, such as the name, the name of the path 4. This instruction is transmitted from node 5 to 
company, the position, the date of birth, and the year of I/O control unit 6. Upon reception of this instruction, 
employment at the company, data on the doctor in control unit 6 supplies retrieval key data to memory 
charge, such as the name, medical data such as the de- retrieval and temporary file management units 9 and 20 
partment (internal department, surgical department, 50 in order to read data from module 10. In response to the 
etc.) and the name of the disease, or the type of data, key data, management unit 20 reads an address corre-
such as CT image, MR image, electrocardiograph, and sponding to the key data and the other data from the 
ultrasonic image. A plurality of key data can be used in index file in index file unit 21. Image data and additional 
a complex manner as the key data. The same key data or message data are read out from module 10 in accor-
can be assigned to a plurality of addresses in key portion 55 dance with the readout address and the other data. In 
51. For example, key data "WHO" is assigned to ad- this case, when a single key is assigned to a plurality of 
dresses "001", "004", and "008", in FIG. 4. As a result, addresses, data at all the assigned addresses are read out. 
when "WHO" is accessed, all the addresses, types and The readout data is supplied to image processing unit 12 
lengths assigned with key "WHO" can be retrieved. via memory interface 11 in active file device 2. When 

The data of type portion 52 represents the type of 60 the data supplied to processing unit 12 is data corre-
data stored in the database file. In FIGS. 3 and 4, type sponding to a plurality of data, it is supplied from pro-
data "1" represents that the stored data is image data- cessing unit 12 to image editing unit 16 and is edited. 
+additional data, and type data "3" represents that the Examples of editing by editing unit 16 include collect-
stored data is image data+image data+additional data. ing of images only and then adding text data such as a 

Identification code 54 is a specific code, e.g., a serial 65 message, sequential sorting of data in accordance with 
number, which is selected as a unique address. Data at the order at which they are stored in module 10, and 
each address can be retrieved from a terminal by code sorting or combining of images in accordance with the 
54. type identification code and key data. Nonrequired data 
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or overlapping data is deleted by editing unit 16. Data 
edited by editing unit 1 is returned to image processing 
unit 12 and supplied to optical disc control unit 18 of 
optical disc device 17. If only one address correspond­
ing to the specified key is found, data is supplied from 5 
processing unit 12 directly to control unit 18 without 
going through editing unit 16. 

Each of optical disc autochangers 19a to 19d of opti-

With management unit 60, data transfer from tempo­
rary file device 1 to active file device 2, hence to a 
terminal, can be performed automatically and appropri­
ately. More specifically, management unit 60 transfers 
data concerning a key from memory module 10 to opti­
cal disc device 17 only when the data concerning the 
key is not accessed at all during a predetermined period 
of time. Conversely, when memory module 10 is ac­
cessed for a predetermined key during the predeter­
mined period of time, management unit 60 sets a time 
counter corresponding to the key and repeats counting 
the time from the beginning. In this manner, data which 
is used frequently is stored in temporary file device 1. 

When data transfer from module 10 to control unit 18 

cal disc device 17 stores a plurality of non-erasable 
optical discs. One of the optical discs is selected and 10 
data supplied from processing unit 12_is written in it. In 
this case, since the optical disc is non-rewritable, when 
written data is to be updated, it must be invalidated, and 
new data must be written at a location different from 
that for the prior data. 15 has been completed in the above manner, data in mod­

ule 10 and index file unit 21 concerning the transferred 
data is cleared. 

Optical disc control unit 18 is connected to four auto­
changers 19a to 19d and manages the addresses at which 
respective data are stored. Optical disc device 17 has a 
memory capacity larger than that of memory module 
10. 20 

In this manner, all the data stored in temporary file 
device 1 can be transferred to (optical disc device 17 of) 
active file device 2. In other words, since data stored in 
file device 2 is data which is once stored in file device 1, 25 
an active file, i.e., optical disc device 17 having a larger 
memory capacity than that of the temporary file, i.e., 
memory module 10, is required. 

In the above manner, an address corresponding to 
key data designated by the terminal is read out from the 30 
index file in accordance with the key data, and data 
stored at the corresponding address of memory module 
10 is transferred to and stored in optical disc device 17. 
Note that in the above description the key data, stored 
in the index file and designated by the terminal, is data 35 
comprising a single key. However, a plurality of keys 
can be used instead. In this case, retrieval is performed 
using each of or an arbitrary combination of the keys. 
Alternatively, key data given by an algebraic equation 
can be used. Furthermore, the index file may be pro- 40 
vided at any location as far as the database file can be 
read out. The data of the index file can be physically 
and/or functionally separate. 

Another example of a case wherein data is transferred 
from module 10 to control unit 18 will be described. 45 

In this example, time management unit 60 shown in 
FIG. 5 is provided so as to manage access to memory 
module 10 while accessing it (management unit 60 is, 
e.g., connected to an index file unit). In management 
unit 60, a time elapsed since each data is stored in mod- 50 
ule 10 is counted by time counter 62 in units of key data. 
More specifically, counter 62 is provided in units of 
keys and counts the number of clocks having a prede­
termined period. When data is stored, the counter of the 
corresponding key is reset. Accordingly, the count of 55 
each key corresponds to the time lapse since data is 
stored at that key. Controller 61 of management unit 60 
controls time counter 62 to perform the above counting. 
When a predetermined period of time elapses and the 
count of a certain key of counter 62 has reached a pre- 60 
determined value, unit 60 transfers data corresponding 
to the key from temporary file device 1 to active file 
device 2. Time management unit 60 manages time in 
units of the contents of key data. However, manage­
ment unit 60 may manage time in units of identification 65 
codes or combinations of them. Basically, time manage­
ment is performed in units of groups of image data that 
are associated with each other. 

(4) When data in optical disc device is transferred to 
terminal 
A retrieval instruction from a terminal is supplied to 

database system management device 3 via transmission 
path 4, node 5, and 1/0 control unit 6. The location of 
data to be retrieved is searched by temporary file man­
agement, active file management, and index file units 20, 
22, and 21 of system management device 3. If the loca­
tion is in optical disc device 17, a detailed location of the 
data to be retrieved is searched using image retrieval 
and optical disc control units 14 and 18. Searched data 
is read out from an optical disc (autochangers 19a to 
19d) by optical disc control unit 18 and transferred to 
image retrieval unit 14. In this case, if the terminal re-
quests image editing, image data is supplied to image 
editing unit 16, edited, and is returned to retrieval unit 
14. The retrieved or edited data is transferred from 
retrieval unit 14 to the terminal via memory interface 11 
and 1/0 control unit 6. 

When data is transferred from a non-rewritable stor-
age, e.g., optical disc device 17, to the terminal, data 
from disc device 17 may be directly transferred to com­
mon data transmission path 4 and at the same time to 
memory module 10 and stored. In this case, data having 
the same key as this data is also read out from disc 
device 17 and stored in module 10. Then, since an ac­
cess time to module 10 is shorter than that to disc device 
17, a retrieval time required for reading out the same 
data again from the terminal or data associated thereto 
is shortened. More specifically, when a rewritable stor­
age is provided at an input/output section of a non­
rewritable storage and data supplied from data transmis­
sion path 4 and accessed frequently is constantly stored 
in the rewritable storage, the user can obtain data more 
efficiently. 

In the first embodiment, buffer storage unit 7 is pro­
vided. Therefore, in addition to the above effect, even 
when the database system is busy, data exchange can be 
performed with flexibility. Image editing unit 16 can 
remove overlapping data, thus increasing the memory 
capacity. If data is divisionally stored in optical disc 
device 17, it can be synthesized and reproduced. Fur­
thermore, image data can be expanded or compressed 
and be supplied to the terminal. 

A database system according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention will be described with 
reference to FIG. 6. The network system shown in 
FIG. 6 includes the database system of the present in­
vention and is a link-type network system having two 
loop-like common data transmission paths 4-a and 4-b 
each having a plurality of nodes. Transmission paths 4-a 
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11-a to 11-c together with the image data is stored in the 
index file of system management device 74. 

Subsequently, when arbitrary image data is to be 
transferred from a temporary file device to an active file 

and 4-b are connected via gateway 73. In this system, 
temporary file and active file devices as those of the 
system of the first embodiment are incorporated in a 
private branch communication system. The network 
system can be a bus-type, tree-type, or star-type net­
work system, or a system using a combination thereof as 
a network. As common data transmission paths 4-a and 
4-b, a transmission path having a dual-core or coaxial 
cable as a transmission medium, an optical fiber trans­
mission path which performs communication using a 
beam of a semiconductor laser or a light-emitting diode, 
or a radio communication transmission path for satellite 
communication can be used. The network system is not 
limited to private branch communication, but can be a 
more global network system (e.g., public communica­
tion, submarine communication, international commu­
nication, or satellite communication). 

5 device, key data is supplied from any one of terminals 
70-a to 70-c to system management device 74. Manage­
ment device 74 collates the key data with the data of the 
index file, and image data associated with the key data 
is retrieved from file devices 1-a to 1-e. The retrieved 

10 image data is stored in active files 2-a to 2-f. The image 
data stored in file devices 2-a to 2-/ is erased from file 
devices 2-a to 2-j 

Common data transmission path 4-a shown in FIG. 6 

When arbitrary image data is to be retrieved, key data 
is supplied from any one of terminals 70-a to 70-c to 

15 management device 74. Management device 74 refers to 
data in the index file based on the key data and retrieves 
image data associated with the key data from temporary 
or active file devices 1-a to 1-e or 2-a to 2-j The re-

is provided with nodes 5-a to 5-f, 5-m, and 5-n. Common 
data transmission path 4-b is provided with nodes 5-g to 20 

5-k. Nodes 5-a, 5-m, and 5-g are connected to terminals 
70-a to 70-c., respectively. Nodes 5-b, 5-n., and 5-j are 
connected to image data generators 71-a to 71-c, respec­
tively. Node 5-d is connected to two temporary file 

25 devices 1-a and 1-b. Nodes 5-e, 5-h, and 5-i are con­
nected to temporary file devices 1-c, 1-d, and 1-e, re­
spectively. Nodes 5-k, 5-c, and 5-/ are connected to 
active file device 2-f, network management device 72, 
and system management device 74, respectively. 30 

Active file device 2-a has a storage of a large memory 
capacity (e.g., several hundreds of GB or more), and is 
connected to file devices 1-a to 1-c and node 5-e. It can 
be selected whether data read out from file data 2-a is 
directly transferred to transmission path 4-a or to trans- 35 
mission path 4-a via file device 1-a, 1-b, or 1-c. Also, file 
device 1-d is connected to both active file units 2-c and 
2-d. 

Gateway 73 appropriately performs exchange of pro­
tocol between a first network constituted by transmis- 40 
sion path 4-a and a second network which is constituted 
by transmission path 4-b and performs data communica­
tion using a protocol different from that of the first 
network. Network management device 72 manages 
transmission path 4-a via node 5-c such that data ex- 45 
change among nodes 5-a to 5-f, 5-m, and 5-n can be 
performed smoothly. 

Temporary file devices 1-a to 1-e are distributed on 
data transmission paths 4-a and 4-b and store data ob­
tained therefrom. Therefore, the amount of data han- 50 
died by each temporary file device can be reduced, and 
the access time to temporary file devices 1-a to 1-e is 
shortened. In addition, even if trouble occurs in one file 
device, data can be read out from another file device 
(trouble in one file device does not disable the entire 55 
system). For the same reason, active file devices 2-a to 
2-/ are distributed and appropriately store data from 
temporary file devices 1-a to 1-e in a distributed manner. 
Since file device 2-a is connected to file devices 1-a to 
1-c, it must have a larger memory capacity than their 60 
total memory capacity. 

The operation of the system having the above ar­
rangement will be described. 

First, image data output from image data generators 
11-a to 11-c is supplied to rewritable storages in tempo- 65 
rary file devices 1-a to 1-e via nodes 5-b, 5-n, and 5-j., 
and common data transmission paths 4-a and 4-b. Key 
data associated with the image data output from devices 

trieved image data is output to a desired one of termi­
nals 70-a to 70-c and is, e.g., displayed. When this image 
data has been stored in active file devices 2-a to 2-f, it is 
transferred to temporary file devices 1-a- to 1-e as 
needed. 

For example, the system management device can be 
arbitrarily distributed by a common data transmission 
path or a temporary or active file device. In this case, 
since the index file unit is also distributed, a large scale 
system can be made easily. 

The temporary or active file devices can be distrib­
uted in accordance with specific classification, e.g., 
classification based on the type of the image data. Ex­
amples of classification based the type of the image data 
include those of stored time, key data of an index file, 
type of data, and identification code. 

A database system according to a third embodiment 
of the present invention will be described with refer­
ence to FIG. 7. Temporary and active file devices 1 and 
2 similar to those shown in FIG. 2 are provided in the 
database system of FIG. 7. Transaction file device 80 is 
provided between file devices 1 and 2. Inactive file 
device 90 is connected to file device 2. System manage­
ment device 88 manages file devices 1, 2, 80, and 90. 

File device 80 has file control unit 81, memory pro-
cessing unit 82, memory unit 83, and image retrieval 
unit 84. Control unit 81 is connected to all of temporary 
file, active file, and system management devices 1, 2, 
and 88, and controls file device 80. Memory processing 
unit 82 is connected to unit 81 and performs processing 
for storing image data supplied thereto in memory unit 
83. Memory unit 83 is connected to both processing and 
control units 82 and 81 and stores data. Image retrieval 
unit 84 is connected to both memory and control units 
83 and 81, and accesses and reads out data stored in 
memory unit 83. 

Inactive file device 90 has optical disc management 
unit 91, optical disc carrier unit 92, optical disc access 
unit 93, and optical disc stock unit 94. Management unit 
91 is connected to database system management device 
88 and manages handling of optical discs in file device 
90. Optical disc carrier unit 92 is connected to manage-
ment and access units 91 and 93, and active file device 2, 
and carries optical discs between access unit 93 and file 
device 2. Access unit 93 is connected to both carrier and 
optical disc stock units 92 and 94 and takes and returns 
optical discs out and to stock unit 94. Stock unit 94 
stocks optical discs which are used less frequently, and 
is connected to access and management units 93 and 91. 
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In the database system having the above arrange­
ment, when image data from image data generator 71 is 
to be stored, it is first stored in temporary file device 1. 
Subsequently, after a lapse of a predetermined period of 
time, the image data is transferred to transaction file 5 
control unit 81. Control unit 81 stores the data in mem­
ory unit 83 via memory processing unit 82. Memory 
unit 83 is a rewritable storage and has a memory capac-
ity larger than that of temporary file device 1 and 
smaller than that of active file device 2. Memory unit 83 IO 
is controlled by control unit 81. After a lapse of another 
predetermined period of time, the image data is read out 
from memory unit 83 via image retrieval unit 84 under 
the control of control unit 81, and is transferred to file 
device 2 via control unit 81. The data is stored in file 15 
device 2 for a predetermined period of time, and is then 
transferred to file device 90. 

When the data stored in memory unit 83 is accessed 
by terminal 70, the accessed data is supplied to terminal 
70 and at the same time transferred to and stored in file 20 
device 1. 

In this manner, since a rewritable storage is divided 
into a plurality of hierarchical stages and data are stored 
in different file devices of different stages in accordance 
with the frequencies they are used, a retrieval time of 25 
image data can be shortened. 

Data that is stored in active file device 2 exceeding a 
predetermined period without being accessed is trans­
ferred to inactive file device 90. File device 90 is a 
non-rewritable storage similar to file device 2 and has a 30 
memory capacity larger than that of file device 2. Opti-
cal disc stock unit 94 of file device 90 stocks a plurality 
of optical discs that are used comparatively less fre­
quently among those stored in file device 2. Optical 
discs are taken and returned from and to stock unit 94 35 
by optical disc access unit 93. When data write or read 
is performed, an optical disc is carried from access unit 
93 to file device 2 by optical disc carrier unit 92. The 
location of the optical disc in file device 90 which stores 
respective data is managed by optical disc management 40 
unit 91. 

Optical disc stock unit 94 has 12 disc boxes each 
having 36 rowsx 12 columns of discs. The optical discs 
are taken out one at a time by access unit 93. Optical 
discs that are taken out are conveyed to optical disc unit 45 
17 of file device 2. However, discs which are used less 
frequently by disc unit 17 are conveyed to stock unit 94. 

130. Image data, additional data concerning the image 
data, retrieval data, and a procedure instruction for 
arbitrarily exchanging these data in accordance with 
packet exchange method, are transferred between nodes 
112 to 119 and 125 via cables 111 and coupler 110. 

Nodes 112 to 119 and 125 are provided in the vicinity 
of or in photographing room 120, monitor (image deter­
mination) room 121, photographing room 122, ward 
123, ward temporary file device 100, active file device 
102, outpatient temporary file device 101, consulting 
room 124, and database system management device 104, 
respectively. Gateway 130 is connected to another net­
work system (e.g., a network system having a database 
storing clinical chart information) to exchange data 
with it. 

Photographing room 120 has an endoscope system, a 
magnetic resonance imaging system, and 16 X-ray pho­
tographing devices. These systems and devices are con­
nected to node 112 to output image data, additional data 
concerning the image data (e.g., patient's number, por­
tion under examination, examination method, labora­
tory number, examination system's name, and examina­
tion system's number) through cables 111 as transmis­
sion paths. 

Photographing room 122 has two computed radiog­
raphy systems (X-ray photographing diagnostic systems 
using an imaging plate), a nuclear medicine diagnostic 
system, an ultrasonic diagnostic system, and an X-ray 
computed tomography system. These systems are con­
nected to node 114 to output image data, additional 
data, and so on through it. 

Monitor room 121 has 15 subrooms as unit monitor 
rooms each having a terminal capable of displaying an 
image. These terminals are connected to node 111 to 
perform data exchange through it. 

Ward 123 has 3 to 6 floor wards A and Beach having 
a terminal. These terminals are connected to node 115. 

Consulting room 124 has four subrooms as unit con­
sulting rooms each having a terminal. These terminals 
ar connected to node 119 to perform data exchange. 

The temporary file device is divided into ward and 
outpatient temporary file devices 100 and 101 con­
nected to nodes 116 and 118, respectively. 

Active file device 102 is connected to node 117 and 
stores data transferred from two file devices 100 and 
101. 

Inactive file device 103 is connected to file device 
102. System management device 88 stores file data repre­

senting the location of the respective data in file devices 
1, 2, 80, and 90. Therefore, when one file device trans­
fers data to another, the filed data is updated. 

System management device 104 is connected to node 
50 125 and manages database file devices 100, 101, 102, and 

103. 
The database system according to the third embodi­

ment of the present invention is not limited to the ar­
rangement of FIG. 7 but can be modified in various 
manners. 

For example, the database system can use either 
transaction file device 80 or inactive file device 90. File 
devices 80 and 90 can be distributed in the network 
system. 

55 

A database system according to a fourth embodiment 60 
of the present invention will be described with refer­
ence to FIG. 8. The medical database system shown in 
FIG. 3 is a database network system for practical use in 
a hospital. 

The network system shown in FIG. 8 has optical star 65 
coupler 110, a plurality of fiber cables 111 having one 
ends connected to coupler 110, nodes 112 to 119 and 125 
connected to the other ends of cables 111, and gateway 

An example of the operation of the database system 
which manages data in a hospital will be described 
below. 

FIGS. 9 and 10 show formats of an index file used in 
this system. Symbols in the lowermost columns of index 
file 150 mean the types of data stored in the respective 
items. The data are all fixed-length type data, "9" indi­
cates I-digit numeral, and "999" indicates 3-digit nu­
meral. "X(12)" indicates 12-digit characters being al­
phanumeric characters, special characters, or a combi­
nation thereof. The other symbols are also based on the 
same method. Therefore, "XXX" and "X(3)" have the 
same meaning. 

The index file is divided into image address 151 for 
storing data that roughly indicates the location of image 
data obtained by one examination, and key data 152 for 
storing additional data concerning the image data. 
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(displayed) on the terminal, and inputs diagnostic result 
168, its reliability 169, and doctor's code 170 from the 
terminal. In the current state of medical techniques, 
however, few diseases can be immediately identified 
based on only several to 20 frames of retrieved images. 
Normally, in addition to these image data, the patient's 
clinical data and clinical remarks are retrieved via gate­
way 130, and diagnosis is performed referring to them. 

Among the retrieved image data, those unnecessary 

Image address 151 consists of file type data 153, file 
number 154 and address 155. File type data 153 is nu­
merical data indicating file device 100, 102, or 103 that 
stores predetermined image data. File number 154 is 
numerical data indicating ward or outpatient temporary 5 
file device 100 or 101. Address 155 is a block number 
(each file device is divided into blocks in units of a 
predetermined number of image frames) in this case 
indicating the memory location of the data in a file 
device. 10 for subsequent diagnosis and so on are deleted, and only 

necessary ones are returned and stored again. In this 
case, image data can be edited or filtered as required 
into a form convenient as a reference for diagnosis, and 

Key data 152 is also divided into a plurality of items. 
More specifically, key data 152 includes identification 
number 156, name 157, sex 158, age 159, and date of 
birth 160 assigned to each patient, outpatient/inpatient 
numerical data 161 indicating whether the patient is an 15 
outpatient or inpatient, bed data 162 indicating a ward, 
floor, room, and bed of the inpatient (e.g., bed data 
"12A07" indicates that the patient is in bed 7 of ward A 
on 12th floor), image examination date 163, examination 
portion 164, examination method 165, examination con- 20 
dition 166, laboratory number 167, diagnostic result 168 
obtained in accordance with the examination image, 
reliability 169 of the diagnostic result based on the view 
of the person in charge of diagnosis, i.e., the doctor, 
doctor code 170 for identifying the doctor, name 171 of 25 
the examination system used for examination, and sys­
tem number 172. 

Address 155 indicates a block location where the 
image data exists. Therefore, detailed location data in 
units of images is managed by the file itself. 30 

In the operation of this system, first, image data for 
diagnosing an outpatient or inpatient and additional 
data are supplied from a device (devices) in photo­
graphing room 120 or 122 to file device 100 or 101 via 
a network system. In this case, whether the patient is an 35 
outpatient or inpatient is determined by system manage­
ment device 104. If the patient is an outpatient, the 
above data is transferred to outpatient temporary file 
device 101. If the patient is an inpatient, the above data 
is transferred to ward temporary file device 100. Part of 40 
key data 152 is transferred to management device 104 
almost simultaneously with the transfer of the image 
data. Key data 152 to be transferred includes patient's 
number 156, examination date 163, portion 164, method 
165, condition 166, laboratory number 167, examination 45 
system name 171, and system number 172. The remain-
ing items 157 to 162 in key data 152 can be retrieved 
from clinical chart data via gateway 130 if patient's 
number 156 is given. Data corresponding to these items 
157 to 162 are retrieved from chart data and input to 50 
management device 104. Image address 151 is automati­
cally added in management device 104. 

Next, a case will be described wherein image data 
stored in temporary file device 100 or 101 is retrieved 
and used for diagnosis in monitor room 121. 55 

Key data is supplied from the terminal provided in 
monitor room 121 to system management device 104 to 
obtain a location address or the image, and an instruc­
tion requesting readout/transfer of image data is sup­
plied from management device 104 to a device desig- 60 
nated by the image data corresponding to the key data. 
When the address belongs to ward temporary file de­
vice 100, image data is transferred from file device 100 
to the terminal of monitor room 121. Almost simulta­
neously, data on the respective items of the key data is 65 
supplied from management device 104 to the terminal. 
The doctor makes diagnosis in accordance with the 
image data that is retrieved, transferred, and output 

stored thereafter. The image data is transferred to file 
device 100. The key data is added with diagnostic result 
168, reliability 169, and doctor's code 170 and stored in 
management device 104. 

Image data that is not retrieved by monitor room 121, 
ward 123, or consulting room 124 within a predeter­
mined period (e.g., 3 days) is transferred to active file 
device 102. In this case, the data at image data address 
151 is also updated. 

If the data stored in file device 102 is not accessed 
within a predetermined period (e.g., 40 days), it is fur­
ther transferred to inactive file device 103. 

Image data that is stored in file device 103 and not 
accessed within a predetermined period (e.g., 3 years) is 
deleted from the database system or is transferred to 
another stock unit by the operator's manual operation. 

If the data stored in file device 102 is accessed within 
the predetermined period, it is transferred to either 
temporary file device 100 or 101 in accordance with the 
position of the patient (outpatient or inpatient), and 
almost simultaneously the image data is transferred to a 
terminal which has sent a retrieval request. In this case, 
image address 151 is also updated. 

Every time patient's data (e.g., outpatient/inpatient, 
ward, and name) is changed without accessing the 
image data, new data is supplied from a terminal to 
system management device 104 and data in device 104 is 
updated. 

In this manner, data on an inpatient or outpatient that 
is used comparatively frequently is constantly stored in 
temporary file device 100 or 101, and data which is used 
frequently next to the above data is stored in active file 
device 102. Patient's data that is used less frequently is 
stored in inactive file device 103. The higher the fre­
quency at which image data is used, the shorter the 
access time of a file device which stores the image data. 
Therefore, an average access time from a terminal can 
be shortened. 

The present invention can be modified in various 
manners. For example, file devices 100, 101, 102, and 
103 can be distributed in accordance with a classifica­
tion (e.g., the department of disease such as chest sur­
gery, brain surgery, gastrointemal department, psychia-
try, and ophthalmology, or the type of examination 
systems such as an X-ray CT system, X-ray photo­
graphing device, endoscope system, and ultrasonic di­
agnostic system). Image address 151 of a distributed file 
device is managed by means of file number 154. 

The disease's name to be input from a terminal as 
diagnostic result 168 is not limited to one; a plurality of 
diseases' names can be input. In this case, a plurality of 
reliabilities must be input to correspond to the diseases' 
names. 

A database system according to a fifth embodiment of 
the present invention will be described with reference 
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to FIG. 11. The system shown in FIG. 11 is obtained by 
incorporating image compression systems having differ­
ent compression ratios in temporary and active file 
devices 1 and 2 of the system shown in FIG. 2. 

In temporary file device 1' shown in FIG. 11, image 5 
compression unit 25 for compressing image data is pro­
vided between address addition unit 8 and memory 
module 10, and image decoding unit 26 for expanding 
and hence decoding compressed image data is provided 
between module 10 and memory retrieval unit 9. When 10 
image data is compressed/expanded by compression or 
decoding unit 25 or 26, a reversible compression 
method, which has a comparatively low compression 
ratio but can completely decode original image data 
from compressed image data, is used. Examples of the 15 
compression method of this type include run length 
coding, Huffman coding, and modified Huffman coding 
methods. Excluding these points, file device 1' has the 
same arrangement as file device 1 of FIG. 2. 

In temporary file device 2', image compression unit 20 
27 for compressing image data is provided between 
image processing unit 12 and optical disc control unit 18 
of optical disc device 17, and image decoding unit 28 for 
expanding and hence decoding compressed image data 
is provided between control unit 18 and image retrieval 25 
unit 14. When image data is compressed/expanded by 
compression or decoding unit 27 or 28, a non-reversible 
compression method is used which has a comparatively 
high compression ratio but cannot completely decode 
original image data from compressed image data, thus 30 
degrading the image quality in proportion to an increase 
in compression ratio. Memory interface 11 is not di­
rectly connected to 1/0 control unit 6 of temporary file 
device 1' Excluding these points, active file device 1' 
has the same arrangement as file device 2 of FIG. 2. 35 

The operation of this system is almost the same as that 
of the system shown in FIG. 2, except for the following 
points. 

More specifically, when image data is to be stored in 
file device 1', it is compressed by compression unit 25 40 
and stored in memory module 10. When image data is to 
be read out from file device 1', it is expanded by decod-
ing unit 26 to obtain original image data. Active file 
device 2' exchanges image data only with module 10 of 
file device 1'. When image data is to be stored in file 45 
device 2', compressed image data which is transferred 
from module 10 of file device 1' is further compressed 
by compression unit 27 and is supplied to optical disc 
device 17. When image data is to be read out from file 
device 2', compressed image data is expanded by decod- 50 
ing unit 28 to obtain original image data (corresponding 
to the image data in module 10), and the obtained origi-
nal image data is transferred to module 10. Therefore, 
file device 2' stores image data which is compressed at 
a ratio higher than that stored in file device 1'. Image 55 
data read out from file device 2' is further expanded by 
decoding unit 26 of file device 1' and hence decoded to 
original image data. 

Since this system has different compression ratios for 
compressing image data to be stored in accordance with 60 
the frequency the image data is used, storage efficiency 
is high. Since the memory capacity is large and record-
ing density is further increased, a substantial memory 
capacity is considerably increased. 

An image compression/decoding unit can be ar- 65 
ranged only on either a temporary or active file device. 

A database system according to a sixth embodiment 
of the present invention will be described with refer-

ence to FIG. 12. In the system shown in FIG. 12, tem­
porary and active file devices 1 and 2 of FIG. 7 are 
designed to have the same arrangement as temporary 
and active file devices 1' and 2' of FIG. 11, and an image 
compression system is incorporated in transaction file 
device 80 of the system shown in FIG. 7. 

In transaction file device 80' shown in FIG.12, image 
compression unit 29 for compressing image data is pro­
vided between memory processing unit 82 and memory 
unit 83, and image decoding unit 30 for expanding and 
hence decoding the compressed image data is arranged 
between memory unit 83 and image retrieval unit 84. 
When image data is compressed/expanded by compres­
sion and decoding units 29 and 30, a reversible compres­
sion method is used. Excluding these points, transaction 
file device 80' has the same arrangement as transaction 
file device 80 of FIG. 7. 

In this case, compression and decoding units 29 and 
30 of file device 80' have a compression ratio which is 
similar to or higher than that of file device 1' and similar 
to or lower than that of file device 2'. 

The operation of this system is almost the same as that 
of the system shown in FIG. 7, excluding the following 
points. Namely, in this system when the image data 
compressed and stored in file device 1' is stored in trans­
action file device 80', it is compressed further than it is 
for file device 1'; when the image data compressed and 
stored in file device 80' is stored in active file device 2', 
it is compressed further than it is for file device 80'. 

As described above, a storage for image data to be 
stored is divided into a plurality of stages in accordance 
with the frequency at which the image data is used. 
Further, the compression ratio for the image data to be 
stored is also divided into a plurality of stages in accor­
dance with the frequency at which the image data is 
used, thus further increasing the memory efficiency. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A database system provided in a network system 

capable of exchanging data, and capable of storing and 
retrieving the data via the network system, comprising: 

first data file means, having a rewritable memory 
unit, for storing data supplied through the network 
system; 

second data file means, having a memory unit with a 
larger memory capacity than that of said memory 
unit of the first data file means, for storing data to 
be transferred from said first data file means; and 

file management means, for managing the access and 
storage of data in both said first and second data file 
means, said file management means being respon­
sive to a utilization characteristic of data stored in 
said first data file means. 

2. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said first data file means comprises a plurality of file 

means that are distributed via the network system. 
3. A system according to claim 1, wherein said sec­

ond data file means comprises a plurality of file means 
that are distributed via the network system. 

4. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said second data file means includes file means con­

nected to said first data file means but not through 
the network system. 

5. A system according to claim 2, wherein: 
said plurality of file means are means for storing dif­

ferent types of data that are classified in advance. 
6. A system according to claim 21, wherein: 
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said file management means comprises a plurality of 

index data memory means distributed on the net­
work system. 

7. A system according to claim 6, wherein: said plu­
rality of index data memory means includes rewritable 5 
memory means. 

8. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said file management means includes means for di­

rectly transferring data read out from said second 
data file means to said network system. 10 

9. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said first data file means includes data companding 

means for compressing and then storing data, and 
for expanding and outputting readout data, and 
alternatively said second data file means includes 15 
data companding means for compressing and then 
storing data, and for expanding and outputting 
readout data. 

10. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said second data file means includes data editing 20 

means for editing data stored in said memory unit 
before it is stored. 

11. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said first data file means includes buffer memory 

means for temporarily storing data supplied via the 25 
network system. 

12. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said file management means includes counter means 

for counting an elapsed time since data stored in 
said first data file means is accessed in units of 30 
predetermined data groups, and control means for 
transferring a data group to said second data file 
means when the elapsed time obtained by said 
counter means reaches a predetermined value. 

13. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 35 
said file management means includes counter means 

for counting an elapsed time since data stored in 
said second data file means is accessed in units of 
predetermined data groups, and control means for 
deleting a data group from said second data file 40 
means when the elapsed time obtained by said 
counting means reaches a predetermined value. 

14. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said file management means includes control means 

which, when data stored in said second data file 45 
means is accessed, transfers a predetermined data 
group including the accessed data from said second 
data file means to first data file means. 

15. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said system further comprises a third data file means, 50 

which has a rewritable memory unit having a mem­
ory capacity larger than that of said memory unit 
of the first data file means and smaller than that of 
said memory unit of the second data file means, for 
storing data transferred from said first data file 55 
means, and said second data file means is a means 
for storing data transferred from said memory unit 
of the third data file means. 

16. A system according to claim 1, further compris-
ing: 60 

a fourth data file means, which has a non-rewritable 
memory unit with a memory capacity larger than 
that of said memory unit of the second data file 
means, for storing data transferred from said sec-
ond data file means. 65 

17. A system according to claim 16, wherein: 
said memory unit of the second data file- means is an 

optical disc unit having an optical disc as a data 

recording medium, and said fourth data file means 
includes a memory unit comprising an optical disc 
stock unit capable of stocking a plurality of optical 
discs and carrying means for moving an optical 
disc between said optical disc stock unit and said 
optical disc unit. 

18. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 
said first data file means includes first data compand­

ing means for compressing and then storing data, 
and for expanding data to be read out and then 
outputting decoded data, and said second data file 
means includes second data companding means for 
compressing data with a higher compressing ratio 
than that of said first companding means and then 
storing the compressed data, and for expanding 
data to be read out, and outputting its decoded 
data. 

19. A system according to claim 18, wherein: 
said first data companding means is a data compand­

ing means capable of completely decoding com­
pressed data, and said second data companding 
means is a data companding means wherein data 
decoded thereby is degraded in accordance with a 
compression ratio thereof. 

20. A database system provided in a network system 
capable of exchanging data, and capable of storing and 
retrieving the data via the network system, comprising: 

first data file means, having a rewritable memory 
unit, for storing data supplied through the network 
system; 

second data file means, having a memory unit with a 
larger memory capacity than that of said memory 
unit of the first data file means, for storing data to 
be transferred from said first data file means; and 

file management means, for managing the access and 
storage of data in both said first and second data file 
means, said file management means being respon­
sive to a utilization characteristic of data stored in 
said first data file means; 

a third data file means, which has a rewritable mem­
ory unit having a memory capacity larger than that 
of said memory unit of the first data file means and 
smaller than that of said memory unit of the second 
data file means, for storing data transferred from 
said first file means, and said second data file means 
is a means for storing data transferred from said 
memory unit of the third data file means; 

a fourth data file means, which has a non-rewritable 
memory unit with a memory capacity larger than 
that of said memory unit of the second data file 
means, for storing data transferred from said sec­
ond data file means; 

said memory unit of the second data file means is an 
optical disc unit having an optical disc as a data 
recording medium, and said fourth data file means 
includes a memory unit comprising an optical disc 
stock unit capable of stocking a plurality of optical 
discs and carrying means for moving an optical 
disc between said optical disc stock unit and said 
optical disc unit. 

21. A database system provided in a network system 
capable of exchanging data, and capable of storing and 
retrieving the data via the network system, comprising: 

first data file means, having a rewritable memory 
unit, for storing data supplied through the network 
system; 

second data file means, having a memory unit with a 
larger memory capacity than that of said memory 
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unit of the first data file means, for storing data to 
be transferred from said first data file means; and 

file management means, for managing the access and 
storage of data in both said first and second data file 
means, said file management means being respon- 5 
sive to a utilization characteristic of data stored in 
said first data file means; 

said first data file means includes first data compand-
ing means for compressing and then storing data, 
and for expanding data to be read out and then 10 
outputting the decoded data, and said second data 
file means includes second data companding means 
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65 

for compressing data with a higher compressing 
ratio than that of said first companding means and 
then storing the compressed data, and for expand­
ing data to be read out, and outputting the decoded 
data; 

said first data companding means is a data compand­
ing means capable of completely decoding com­
pressed data, and said second data companding 
means is a data companding means wherein data 
decoded thereby is degraded in accordance with a 
compression ratio thereof. 

* * • * * 
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