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1
FUEL SUPPLY DEVICE FOR GAS ENGINE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a National Stage entry of International
Application No. PCT/JP2006/310650, filed May 29, 2006.
The disclosure of the prior application is hereby incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a fuel supply device for a
gas engine that can selectively supply to a gas engine two
types of gas fuel having different properties.

BACKGROUND ART

Such a fuel supply device for a gas engine is already
known, as disclosed in Patent Publication 1.
Patent Publication 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. 5-156974

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

In the fuel supply device for a gas engine disclosed in
Patent Publication 1 above, since fuel pipes are used to pro-
vide connections between a plurality of regulators, a fuel
changeover valve, a cutoff valve, etc., that form the fuel
supply device, a large number of piping-related components
are necessary, the number of steps in assembling the compo-
nents is accordingly high, it is difficult to reduce the cost, the
device increases in size, and it is necessary to ensure that there
is a large space for installing the device.

The present invention has been accomplished in the light of
such circumstances, and it is an object thereof to provide a
fuel supply device for a gas engine, the fuel supply device
eliminating the necessity for the piping of fuel pipes between
each of a regulator, a fuel changeover valve, a cutoff valve,
etc., and being inexpensive and compact.

Means for Solving the Problems

In order to attain the above object, according to a first
aspect of the present invention, there is provided a fuel supply
device for a gas engine, the fuel supply device comprising a
vaporizer that gasifies a first fuel introduced from a first fuel
source, a primary regulator that pressure-regulates the first
fuel, which is in a gaseous state, introduced from the vapor-
izer, a fuel changeover valve that has a first inlet passage to
which is introduced the gaseous first fuel fed out from the
primary regulator, a second inlet passage to which is intro-
duced a gaseous second fuel fed out from a second fuel
source, and a common outlet passage and can selectively
connect the first and second inlet passages to the outlet pas-
sage, a common secondary regulator that regulates the pres-
sure of the gaseous first fuel or second fuel fed out from the
outlet passage of the fuel changeover valve so as to be at
substantially atmospheric pressure and supplies the fuel to a
mixer of a gas engine, and a cutoft valve that opens/closes a
fuel passage between the fuel changeover valve and the sec-
ondary regulator in response to operation/stopping of the gas
engine, the vaporizer, the primary regulator, the fuel
changeover valve, the cutoff valve, and the secondary regu-
lator being integrally connected to each other to form a unit.
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According to a second aspect of the present invention, in
addition to the first aspect, connecting parts between the
cutoff valve and primary regulator and the fuel changeover
valve are made detachable, and when the fuel changeover
valve is detached from the cutoff valve and the primary regu-
lator, the primary regulator and the second fuel pipe con-
nected to the second fuel source can selectively be connected
to the cutoff valve.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, in
addition to the first or second aspect, a first module is formed
from the vaporizer and the primary regulator.

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, in
addition to the first or second aspect, a second module is
formed from the cutoff valve and the secondary regulator.

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, in
addition to any one of the first to third aspects, the vaporizer
is provided with a heater for heating fuel.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the first aspect of the present invention,
when the fuel changeover valve is set so as to provide a
connection between the first inlet passage and the outlet pas-
sage, the first fuel fed out from the first fuel source is gasified
in the vaporizer, is pressure-regulated by the primary regula-
tor, and goes toward the cutoff valve via the fuel changeover
valve. When the gas engine is started at this point, since the
cutoff valve opens in response thereto, the first fuel that has
passed through the fuel changeover valve is pressure-regu-
lated so that it is at substantially atmospheric pressure by the
secondary regulator, and supplied to the gas engine. Further-
more, when the fuel changeover valve is switched so as to
provide a connection between the second inlet passage and
the outlet passage, the second fuel fed out from the second
fuel source goes toward the cutoff valve via the fuel
changeover valve. When the gas engine is started at this point,
since the cutoff valve opens in response thereto, the second
fuel that has passed through the cutoff valve is pressure-
regulated so that it is at substantially atmospheric pressure by
the secondary regulator and supplied to the gas engine. Since
the secondary regulator exhibits a pressure-regulating func-
tion in common for either the first fuel or the second fuel, only
one thereof is required, thus contributing to simplification of
the device.

Moreover, since the vaporizer, the primary regulator, the
fuel changeover valve, the cutoff valve, and the secondary
regulator are integrally connected to each other to form a unit,
it is possible to make piping between these components
unnecessary and to reduce the number of assembly steps and,
together with it being sufficient to use only one secondary
regulator, the cost can be reduced and the device can be made
compact.

Furthermore, in accordance with the second aspect of the
present invention, it is possible to form a changeover type fuel
supply device that selectively supplies to the gas engine the
first fuel or the second fuel by connecting the fuel changeover
valve to the cutoff valve and the primary regulator, it is also
possible to form a supply device exclusively used with the
first fuel for exclusively supplying the first fuel to the gas
engine by separating the switch valve from the cutoff valve
and the primary regulator and directly connecting the primary
regulator to the cutoff valve, and it is also possible to form a
supply device exclusively used with the second fuel for exclu-
sively supplying the second fuel to the gas engine by directly
connecting the second fuel pipe to the cutoffvalve. Therefore,
in the above-mentioned three types of fuel supply devices,
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there is much common equipment, the mass-productivity
improves, and a reduction in cost can be expected.

Moreover, in accordance with the third aspect of the
present invention, since the first module is formed from the
vaporizer and the primary regulator, it is possible to simply
carry out assembly of the changeover type fuel supply device,
the supply device exclusively used for the first fuel, the supply
device exclusively used for the second fuel, etc.

Furthermore, in accordance with the fourth aspect of the
present invention, since the second module is formed from the
cutoff valve and the secondary regulator, it is possible to
simply carry out assembly of the changeover type fuel supply
device, the first fuel supply device, the second fuel supply
device, etc.

Moreover, in accordance with the fifth aspect of the present
invention, it is possible to carry out effectively vaporization of
the first fuel introduced in a liquid state from the first fuel
source to the vaporizer by heating using the heater.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a fuel supply schematic diagram of a gas engine
equipped with the fuel supply device of the present invention
(first embodiment).

FIG. 2 is an enlarged side view in which each functional
module of the fuel supply device is represented as a model
(first embodiment).

FIG. 3 is a side view showing a mode in which a supply
device exclusively used for a first fuel is formed by utilizing
part of the fuel supply device (first embodiment).

FIG. 4 is a side view showing a mode in which a supply
device exclusively used for a second fuel is formed by utiliz-
ing part of the fuel supply device (first embodiment).

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS
AND SYMBOLS

E Gas engine

FA First fuel (butane gas)

FB Second fuel (propane gas)
S Fuel supply device for gas engine
3 Mixer

7 Fuel outlet

8 Supply pipe

9A First fuel inlet

9B Second fuel inlet

11A First fuel source

11B Second fuel source

17 Vaporizer

18 Primary regulator

19 Fuel changeover valve

20 Cutoff valve

21 Secondary regulator

23 Heater

31 First module

32 Second module

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

A mode for carrying out the present invention is explained
below by reference to a preferred embodiment of the present

invention shown in the attached drawings.

Embodiment 1

The mixer 3 is provided with a throttle valve 5 for opening
and closing the intake passage 2, and a fuel nozzle 6 opening
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in the intake passage 2 on the upstream side of the throttle
valve 5, and a supply pipe 8 is connected to the fuel nozzle 6,
the supply pipe 8 extending from one fuel outlet 7 of a fuel
supply device S related to the present invention. Furthermore,
the fuel supply device S includes a pair of first and second fuel
inlets 9A and 9B, to which are connected respectively first
and second fuel pipes 10A and 10B extending from a first fuel
source 11A and a second fuel source 11B, the fuel supply
device S selectively taking in one of'a first fuel FA of the first
fuel source 11A and a second fuel FB of the second fuel
source 11B, regulating the pressure, and supplying it to the
mixer 3. The first fuel source 11A is formed from a cassette
type small cylinder 15 filled with the first fuel FA, for
example, butane gas, and the second fuel source 11B is
formed from a large cylinder 16 filled with, for example,
propane gas.

The fuel supply device S is explained in detail by reference
to FIG. 2.

The fuel supply device S is formed from a vaporizer 17, a
primary regulator 18, a fuel changeover valve 19, a cutoff
valve 20, a secondary regulator 21, and a jet changeover valve
22.

The vaporizer 17 includes the first fuel inlet 9A on one side,
and the first fuel pipe 10A is connected thereto. The vaporizer
17 gasifies the first fuel FA, which is in a liquid state, fed out
from the first fuel source 11A through the first fuel pipe 10A,
and includes an electric heater 23 for heating the first fuel FA
in order to promote gasification thereof.

Pairs of first connecting parts 26 and 26 are formed on
opposing end parts of the vaporizer 17 and the primary regu-
lator 18, and connecting the first connecting parts 26 and 26 to
each other by bolts forms a first module 31 in which fuel
passages within the vaporizer 17 and the primary regulator 18
communicate with each other. In the primary regulator 18, the
pressure of the first fuel FA gasified by the vaporizer 17 is
reduced to a predetermined pressure.

Pairs of second connecting parts 27 and 27 are formed on
opposing end parts of the cutoff valve 20 and the secondary
regulator 21, and detachably connecting the second connect-
ing parts 27 and 27 to each other by bolts forms a second
module 32 in which fuel passages within the cutoff valve 20
and the secondary regulator 21 communicate with each other.
The cutoff valve 20 has a negative pressure introducing part
36 that communicates with a negative pressure generating
section 35 such as a crank chamber or an intake port when the
gas engine E is operated, and the cutoff valve 20 opens when
negative pressure is introduced into the negative pressure
introduction part 36, thus giving continuity to the fuel passage
therewithin. That is, it opens and closes in response to opera-
tion and stopping of the gas engine E, thus opening and
closing the fuel passage therewithin. The secondary regulator
21 regulates the pressure of the first fuel FA, which is in a
gaseous state, fed out from the cutoff valve 20 so that it is at
substantially atmospheric pressure.

The fuel changeover valve 19 and the jet changeover valve
22 are mounted on a common base plate 37, thus forming a
third module 33. Pairs of third connecting parts 28 and 28 are
formed on opposing end parts of the common base plate 37
and the primary regulator 18, and these third connecting parts
28 and 28 are detachably joined to each other by bolts, thereby
connecting fuel passages within the fuel changeover valve 19
and the primary regulator 18.

Pairs of fourth connecting parts 29 and 29 are formed on
opposing end parts of a common base plate 37 and the cutoff
valve 20 and secondary regulator 21; detachably joining the
fourth connecting parts 29 and 29 to each other by bolts
connects fuel passages within the fuel changeover valve 19
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and the cutoff valve 20, and at the same time connects fuel
passages within the secondary regulator 21 and the jet
changeover valve 22.

The common base plate 37 is provided with the second fuel
inlet 9B on a side face opposite to the cutoff valve 20 and with
the fuel outlet 7 on a side opposite to the primary regulator 18,
the second fuel pipe 10B extending from the second fuel
source 11B is connected to the second fuel inlet 9B, and the
supply pipe 8 communicating with the fuel nozzle 6 is con-
nected to the fuel outlet 7.

The fuel changeover valve 19 includes a tap 42 having a
first inlet passage 40 A communicating with the primary regu-
lator 18, a second inlet passage 40B communicating with the
second fuel inlet 9B, and an outlet passage 41 communicating
with the cutoff valve 20, and selecting one of the first and
second inlet passages 40A and 40B so as to connect it to the
outlet passage 41.

The jet changeover valve 22 includes a first jet 44A and a
second jet 44B, that is, a pair, having their exit sides commu-
nicating with the fuel outlet 7, and a tap 47 having a first outlet
passage 45A communicating with an inlet of the first jet 44 A,
a second outlet passage 45B communicating with an inlet of
the second jet 44B, and an inlet passage 46 communicating
with the primary regulator 18, and selecting one of the first
and second outlet passages 45A and 45B so as to connect it to
the inlet passage 46. Mounted on the common base plate 37 is
a single operating lever 48 that can simultaneously switch the
tap 42 of the fuel changeover valve 19 and the tap 47 of the jet
changeover valve 22. In other words, the two taps 42 and 47
are operatively connected via the operating lever 48, and
when the first inlet passage 40A or the second inlet passage
40B is connected to the outlet passage 41 by the tap 42 in the
fuel changeover valve 19, in the jet changeover valve 22 the
first outlet passage 45A or the second outlet passage 45B is
connected to the inlet passage 46.

As described above, the vaporizer 17, the primary regulator
18, the fuel changeover valve 19, the cutoff valve 20, the
secondary regulator 21, and the jet changeover valve 22 are
integrally connected to each other to form a unit.

The operation of this embodiment is now explained.
[Changeover Type Fuel Supply Device Mode]

As shown in FIG. 2, the vaporizer 17, the primary regulator
18, the fuel changeover valve 19, the cutoff valve 20, the
secondary regulator 21, and the jet changeover valve 22 are
integrally connected to each other to form a unit, thus forming
the fuel supply device S, which is of a changeover type. In this
arrangement, since the first module 31 is formed from the
vaporizer 17 and the primary regulator 18, the second module
32 is formed from the cutoft valve 20 and the secondary
regulator 21, and the third module 33 is formed from the fuel
changeover valve 19 and the jet changeover valve 22, when
the changeover type fuel supply device S is formed, it can
easily be formed by connecting the three modules 31 to 33,
and the ease of assembly is very good. By providing a con-
nection between the first inlet passage 40A and the outlet
passage 41 with the fuel changeover valve 19, the jet
changeover valve 22, which is operatively connected thereto,
provides a connection between the inlet passage 46 and the
first outlet passage 45A. As a result, the first fuel FA fed out
from the first fuel source 11A is introduced into the vaporizer
17 via the first fuel pipe 10A, is gasified, is then pressure-
regulated by the primary regulator 18, and goes toward the
cutoff valve 20 via the fuel changeover valve 19. When the
gas engine E is started at this point, the cutoff valve 20 is
opened in response thereto, the first fuel FA that has passed
through the cutoff valve 20 is pressure-regulated by the sec-
ondary regulator 21 so that it is at substantially atmospheric
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pressure, then guided to the first jet 44A side by the jet
changeover valve 22, regulated so as to have an appropriate
flow rate corresponding to the first fuel FA by the first jet 44 A,
and supplied to the fuel nozzle 6 of the mixer 3 via the supply
pipe 8. In the intake passage 2 of the mixer 3, a gas mixture of
fuel sprayed from the fuel nozzle 6 and air filtered by the air
cleaner 4 is formed, and this is taken into the gas engine E
while the flow rate thereof'is controlled by the throttle valve 5.
Therefore, the gas engine E can be run continuously with the
first fuel FA in a gaseous state.

Subsequently, by changing over the fuel changeover valve
19 to the side in which the second inlet passage 40B and the
outlet passage 41 are connected, the jet changeover valve 22,
which is operatively connected thereto, provides a connection
between the inlet passage 46 and the second outlet passage
45B. As aresult, this time the second fuel FB fed out from the
second fuel source 11B goes immediately toward the cutoff
valve 20 via the second fuel pipe 10B. After the second fuel
FB that has passed through the cutoff valve 20 is pressure-
regulated by the secondary regulator 21 so that it is at sub-
stantially atmospheric pressure, it is guided toward the sec-
ond jet 44B side by the jet changeover valve 22, and supplied
to the mixer 3 of the gas engine E while being regulated so as
to have an appropriate flow rate corresponding to the second
fuel FB by the second jet 44B. Therefore, the gas engine E can
be run continuously with the first second fuel FB in a gaseous
state.

As is clear from the above, since the secondary regulator 21
exhibits a pressure-regulating function in common for either
of the first fuel FA and the first second fuel FB, only one
thereof is required, thus contributing to simplification of the
fuel supply device S. Moreover, the vaporizer 17, the primary
regulator 18, the fuel changeover valve 19, the cutoff valve
20, and the secondary regulator 21 are integrally connected to
each other to form a unit, it is possible to make piping between
these components unnecessary and to reduce the number of
assembly steps and, together with it being sufficient to use
only one secondary regulator 21, the cost can be reduced and
the device can be made compact.

[Mode in which Fuel Supply Device is Exclusively Used for
First Fuel]

As shown in FIG. 3, the first module 31 and the second
module 32, that is, the second connecting parts 28 of the first
module 31 and the fourth connecting parts 29 of the second
module 32, are directly connected to each other by bolts. By
so doing, a passage of the primary regulator 18 and a passage
of the cutoff valve 20 are automatically connected. The sup-
ply pipe 8 is connected to an open exit of the secondary
regulator 21 via the first jet 44 A, which is exclusively used
therefor.

The first fuel FA fed out from the first fuel source 11A is
guided to the vaporizer 17 via the first fuel pipe 10A and
gasified, is subsequently pressure-regulated by the primary
regulator 18, and then goes directly toward the cutoff valve
20. Since, when the gas engine E is started at this point, the
cutoff valve 20 is opened in response thereto, the first fuel FA
that has passed through the cutoff valve 20 is pressure-regu-
lated by the secondary regulator 21 so that it is at substantially
atmospheric pressure, and then supplied to the fuel nozzle 6
of the mixer 3 via the first jet 44A and the supply pipe 8.
Therefore, the fuel supply device with this mode exclusively
supplies the first fuel FA to the gas engine E.

When assembling a fuel supply device with such a mode,
connecting the first module 31 formed from the vaporizer 17
and the primary regulator 18 to the second module 32 formed
from the cutoff valve 20 and the secondary regulator 21
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enables assembly to be carried out simply and quickly, and
the ease of assembly is thus good.

The second fuel FB, which is in a gaseous state, fed out
from the second fuel source 11B immediately goes toward the
cutoff valve 20 via the second fuel pipe 10B. Since, when the
gas engine E is started at this point, the cutoff valve 20 is
opened in response thereto, the second fuel FB thathas passed
through the cutoff valve 20 is pressure-regulated by the sec-
ondary regulator 21 so that it is at substantially atmospheric
pressure, and then supplied to the fuel nozzle 6 of the mixer 3
via the second jet 44B and the supply pipe 8. Therefore, the
fuel supply device with this mode exclusively supplies the
second fuel FB to the gas engine E.

As is clear from the above, in the changeover type fuel
supply device S for a gas engine, selectively combining com-
ponents enables different types of fuel supply devices such as
one exclusively used for the first fuel and one exclusively used
for the second fuel to be formed, and as a result, with regard
to these three types of fuel supply devices, there is much
common equipment, the mass-productivity improves, and a
reduction in cost can be expected.

The present invention is not limited to the above-men-
tioned embodiment, and may be modified in a variety of ways
as long as the modifications do not depart from the spirit and
scope thereof. For example, the first module 31 may be
formed by inseparably joining the vaporizer 17 and the pri-
mary regulator 18 as a unit, and the second module 32 may
also be formed by inseparably joining the cutoff valve 20 and
the secondary regulator 21 as a unit.

The invention claimed is:

1. A fuel supply device for a gas engine, the fuel supply
device comprising a vaporizer that gasifies a first fuel intro-
duced from a first fuel source, a primary regulator that pres-
sure-regulates the first fuel, which is in a gaseous state, intro-
duced from the vaporizer, a fuel changeover valve that has a
first inlet passage to which is introduced the gaseous first fuel
fed out from the primary regulator, a second inlet passage to
which is introduced a gaseous second fuel fed out from a
second fuel source and a common outlet passage and can
selectively connect the first and second inlet passages to the
outlet passage, a common secondary regulator that regulates
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the pressure of the gaseous first fuel or second fuel fed out
from the outlet passage of the fuel changeover valve so as to
be at substantially atmospheric pressure and supplies the fuel
to a mixer of a gas engine, and a cutoff valve that opens/closes
a fuel passage between the fuel changeover valve and the
secondary regulator in response to operation/stopping of the
gas engine, the vaporizer, the primary regulator, the fuel
changeover valve, the cutoff valve, and the secondary regu-
lator being integrally connected to each other to form a unit.

2. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 1, wherein connecting parts between the cutoff valve
and primary regulator and the fuel changeover valve are made
detachable, and when the fuel changeover valve is detached
from the cutoff valve and the primary regulator, the primary
regulator and the second fuel pipe connected to the second
fuel source can selectively be connected to the cutoff valve.

3. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 1, wherein a first module is formed from the vaporizer
and the primary regulator.

4. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 1, wherein a second module is formed from the cutoff
valve and the secondary regulator.

5. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 1, wherein the vaporizer is provided with a heater for
heating fuel.

6. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 2, wherein a first module is formed from the vaporizer
and the primary regulator.

7. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 2, wherein a second module is formed from the cutoff
valve and the secondary regulator.

8. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 2, wherein the vaporizer is provided with a heater for
heating fuel.

9. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 3, wherein the vaporizer is provided with a heater for
heating fuel.

10. The fuel supply device for a gas engine according to
claim 6, wherein the vaporizer is provided with a heater for
heating fuel.

Page 9 of 9





