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Orph •us 3. pable of casting a charm or peU; entrancing. 
:,';phic , :I)· u, or occulL [Gredc Orphikos < Orpheus, Orpbeu .J 
j,eaJ,ly d,. 

I ,rt (l>r'llz'>m) n. 1. An ancient Greek mystt'r}' religion ar ing 
5 h <ntun· B from a ynth I of pre-Hellenic belief with the 
~~ ol Zagreu and oon becoming mingled with the Eleusinian 
' anJ the doctnne f Pythag ras. 2. often orphism A short-

111ent ,n earl • 20th-century painting. derived from cubism but 
1111)~ 1 Jvrical iyle and the u o bold color. [French orphisme < 

()rph<US < Greek Orpheus.] -Orlphist n. 
y ( r'lr ) al o or,fray (-fri.') 11., pl. -phreys al o -frays 1. A 

al diborate embroidery decorating th front of certain eccle ia ti­
n 2. elaborate embroidery, peciaUy wh n made of gold. 

,iestlllf.ngh h orfrey. alteration of orfms < Old French < Medieval 
rr rf ,um : Latin aurum, gold + Latin Pl,ryg,us, Phrygian.] 

~ent( r'p~-m~nl) n. Arsenic tri ulfide, A 2S1, a yellow mineral 
_.,i pigrncnt [Middle Engll h < Old French < Latin auriplgrnentum 

11 1 IJ + p,gmentum, pigment; see PIGMENT.] 
•.:...ane (orlpln) n. Any of various succulent plant of the family ra -
..,... .. (;p.:<:ially the Eura ian pecie 1/ylotelepliium telepliium yn. 

t~rp/1111111, having dust rs of reddish-purple flower . Also called 
'(I', [Middle Engll h orpi11 < Id French < orpime111, orpiment; 

tJll'U"~ ·1, 
.....ing,ton (l>r' plng-~n) 11. Any of a breed oflarg , heavily feathered :::;uc chicken having a . Ingle comb, originally bred in England for 

meat and egg . [Afler Orpington, a di tricl of southea t England.] 
-(l>r), Robert Gordon Known a "Bobby." Born 1948. anadian­
.,, 1,ockey player. He led the National Hockey League in coring in 

and 1975 and wa the fir t defcn eman to core more than 100 
In a season 

-.,.,..ry (6r' J•n!, 6rl ) 11., pl. -ries A mechanical model of the olar 
.-,ii or part of It. [Afler Charles Boyle, Fourth Earl of Orrery (1676-

~ for whom one was made. I 
..,is (br'is. Or'.) 11. 1. Any of everal pecle of iri having a fragrant 

, especially Iris pa/Iida and cultivars of the hybrid pecie I. 
lJIII""""~ 2, The fragrant root tock of an orri , used chiefly in per-
41111: Also called orrisroot. [Probably alteration of Middle Englbh yrtos 

Lalin, alteration of Latin iris; see 1R1 .J 
.,.,is.root (6r' I -root', -root', 6r' ) 11. See orris ( n e 2). 
eat Ort ) n. 1. ofi~n orts A mall scrap or lea,ing of food aft r a meal I 
elllplded. 2. A scrap; a b11. [Middle Engli h orlt, food left by animals, 
~ < Middle Dutch : oor, out; see ud- m App. I + eten, to eat; ec 
••App L] 
Qr.w,ga (6r-ta'g~. -tt' gii), Daniel Born 19-15. 'icaraguan revolution­

and politician. He was a leader of the andini ta , htlped e tabli h 
GcMrnrnent of. ational Reconstruction after the overthrow of the 

regime (19i9), and later erved a pre idem (19 5-1990). 
y Gas,set (E ga- Et1), Jose 18 3-1955. Spanish philo o­

lfu mo t famous work, Tht Rtvolt of tht Masses ( 1930), argue 
beings are e entially unequal and that an intellectual elite 

I-con (6r1thl-k6n') n. An electron tube u ed in early vid o 
to capture images by scanning a photoactive mo ale In ide 

"ith a low-vtlocity electron beam. Unlike the earlier icono­
b could capture images in low light. Al o called image orthicon. 
0 - ICO. (O COPE).] 

MIO 16r1th6 adJ. Orthochromatic. [< ORT HO-.] 
or orth- pref 1. traight; upright; vertical: ortl1otropous. 

ftrptnd icular orthorhombic. 3. Correct; correction: ortl1opsychiatry. 
111t mo t full~ hydrated form of an acid or of its salt : orthoborlc 

5. Of or relating to one of three po ible isomers of a benzene 
With 11,0 attached chemical group. in which the carbon atom 
att.ched group are adjacent: ortho-dibro111obenze11e. (Mid­

Enpish < Old French < Latin < Greek < orthos, straight, correct, 

cen,ter (6rltho-stn'tar) 11. The point of intersection of the 
ahttude ot a triangle. 

chro,mat•ic (Or'tho-kro-mllt' lk) adj. Pl1otograpl1y 1. Of, 
to, or accurately reproducing the color of the ubject. 2. Sen t­

all colors except red: orthochromatic film. -or'tho•chro'ma, 
knilm) tlz'~m) n. 

clase (6r' tha-kla ', -klaz') 11. A white to yellowi h red mono­
_, mineral of the potassium feldspar group that form from medium­

temperature magmas. (Greek ortho-, ortho- + Greek klasis, a 
(< kl.111, to break).) 
·clas,tlc (6r'1ha kl l tlk) adj. Geology Having right-angled 

n...L • on,tia (6r'tha-d6n' sha) or or•tho,don,ture (-d6n' ch~r) 
~1110dont1,s 

•don,tics (6r'th~·d6nlllks) 11. (used with a sing. verb) The 

11 
•alty dealing with correction of irregularitie of the teeth, 

malo , lu ,on, often b the u e of braces. -or' tho,donltic adJ. 
on1t i,cal,ly adv. -or'tho,don'tist 11. 

dox (6r1th~ -d6ks') adj. 1. Adhering to the accepted or tra­
llld • tabli,hed faith, e pec,all In religion. 2. Adhering to the 

1•11h a, exprc ed in the early Christian ecumenical creeds. 3. 
lt a. Of orrclating 10 any f the church or nt of the Eastern 

CO Church b. Of or relating 10 Orthodo Judai m. 4. Adhering to 
,:;.imonly accepted, cu tomary, or traditional: a11 orthodox view 

a,,,,., • n. 1. ne that i orthodox. 2. Orthodox A member 
lat; ern Orthodox church. (Middle ngl' h orthodoxe < Old French 

n ortl1odoxu, < Lat Greek orthodoxos : Greek ort/10-, ortho- + 

Orphism I orthoscopic 
Gredc doxa, opinion ( < doktm, to think; see dek- in App. l). J -orltho, 
dox' ly adv. 
Orthodox Church n. The Eastern Orthodox Church. 
Orthodox Judaism n. The branch of Judal m that i governed by 
adherence to the Torah as interpreted in the Talmud. 
orthodox sleep n. ee non-REM sleep. 
or,tho,dox-y (6r' th~-d6k'se) 11., pL -ies 1. The quality or tale of 
being orthodox. 2. Orthodox practice, custom, or belief. 3. Orthodoxy 
a. The belief and practices of the Ea tern Orthodox hurch. b. Ortho­
dox Judaism. 
or,tho,e,pist (6r-th6' a-pist, Or' 1h6-cp'lst) n. A specialist in orthoe­
py, especially one of a number of scholars of the 1500 and I~ who 
proposed reforms of English spelling so that it would more y tematically 
reflect pronunciation. 
or-tho,e,py (6r-th6' a-pe. 6rl th6-~p'c) 11. 1a. The study of the pro­
nu nciation of words. b. The tudy of the relation hip between the pro­
nunciation of words and their orthography. 2. The customary pronuncia· 
lion of words. [Gredc orthoepeia, correctness of diction: ort/10•, ortho- + 
epos, ept-, word; see wekw- in App. I.] -or'tho•ep'ic (-lpl'(k), or'­
tho,epli,cal (-lp' l-kal) adj. 
or,tho-gen•e-sis (6r'th6-jfo' l-sls) n. 1. Biology The hypothesis, 
now largely discredited, that the evolution of pedes i linear and driven 
largely by internal factors rather than by natural selection. 2. Anthro­
pology The hypothesis that aU cultures evolve in a linear manner from 
primitivi m to civilization. -or' tho•ge,netlic {-j~-nctlik) adj. -or'­
tho,ge•netii.cal,ly adv. 
or.thog,o.nal (Or-th6g' ~-nal) adj. 1. Rtlating to or compo ed of 
right angle . 2. Mathematics a . Of or relating to a matrix who e tran -
pose equal its inverse. b. Of or relating to a linear transformation that 
preserve the length of vectors. 3. Vt'r}' different or unrelated; sharply 
divergent: "Radical l;/amists are ultimately stekmg to create something 
orthogonal to our model of democracy• (Richard A. Clarke). [< Greek 
ortl1ogii11/os : ortho-, ortho- + giinia, angle; see genu• 1 in App. I.] -or, 
thog 'o,naJ1i,ty (-nll' l-tc) n. -or,thog10,nal-ly adv . 
orthogonal projection n. The two-dimen~onal graphic repre­
sentation of an object formed by the perpendicular intersections of lines 
drawn from points on the object to a plane of projection. Al o called 
orthographic projection 
or.tho,grade (Or' tha-gri.d') adj. Walking with the long axis of the 
body perpendicular to the ground, as humans do. [ OR THO- + Latin 
-gradus, walking ( < gradi, to move; see R£TROGRADE).J 
or.tho,graph,ic (Or'th~-graf' ik) al o or,tho,graph,i,cal (-I-bl) 
adj. 1. Of or relating to orthography. 2. pelled correctly. 3. Mathematics 
Ha,ing perpendicular line . -or' tho,graphli,caJ.Jy adv. 
or-thog,ra,phy (Or-th6g' ra-fe) 11., pL -phies 1. The art or study of 
correct spelling according 10 e 1abli hed u age. 2. The aspect oflanguage 
tudy concerned with letters and their equence in words. -or,thog1-

ra,pher, or,thogira,phist 11. 

or,tho,log or or,tho,logue (Or1tha-l6g', -l6g') 11. A homologous 
gene that 1 • rdated to tho in dlfferenl organi m by descent from the 
D A of a common ance tor and that may or may not have the ame 
function. [Back-formation < ort/10/ogous : ORTHO- + (HOMO)Looou .] 
-or,thoJ10,gous (· th6l1 -ga ) adj. 
or,tho,mo-lec,u,lar (Or'th6-ma-l~Jcl~-lar) adj. Of, rtlating to, or 
being a theory holding that mental diseas or abnormalities result from 
various chemical imbalances or deficiencies and can be cured by restor­
ing proper level of chemical sub tance , uch as vitamins and mineral , 
In the body. 
or,tho,myx.o,vi,rus (0r' th6 m!kls;,-vi'ras) 11., pl. -rus-es Any of 
a family of ingle- trandcd RNA viru e , including the viru that causes 
lnfluen1a. [oRTIIO· , correct (<the fact that the v,ruse cause influenza, in 
contrast 10 the paramyxoviru es causing parainfluenza) + MYXO\'IRU .] 
or•tho,pe,dics also or,tho,pae•dics (Or'tha-pe1dlks) 11. (used with 
a si11g. verb) The branch of medi inc that deal with the prevention or 
correction of ,njuri or disorders of the keletal tern and ocia1ed 
mu des, JOint , and ligament . [ < orthopedic < French orthopi!diJ/ue < 
orthopedic, orthopedic urgery : reek ortho-, ortho- + Greek paideia, 
child-rearing ( < pais, paid , child; e pau-1 m App. 1).J -or' tho,pel­
dic ad1- -or'tho,peidi,cal,ly adv. -or' tho,pe'dist 11. 

or,tho,psy.chi•a-try (Or'th6- J.Jti l3-trc, • i ) n. The p ychiatric 
tudy, treatment, and prevention of emotional and behavioral problems, 

e pedally of tho e that ari dunng rly development. -or'tho,psy'­
chi,atlric (- i'ke-lt' rlk). or' tho,psy ' chi,atlri,cal ( rt-bl) adJ. -or'­
tho,psy,chila,trist ,i 
or,thop,ter.an (Onh6p' ~r-~n) n. Any of numerous insects of the 
order Orthoptera, having mouthpar that are adapt d for chewing, u, u 
ally two pair of wing with thickened front wing and folded hind wing , 
and oflen enlarged hind leg . Orthopteran include the gra hopper , 
cricket , and katydid . [ < ew Latin Orthoptera, order name : Greek 
ortho-, ortho- + Greek pt,ra, neuter pl. of pteron, wing; ee pet- in App. 
1.J -or,thop•ter,an, or,thop1ter-ous adJ. 
or.thop,tics (Or-th6pl t1 ) 11 (u d with a sm . verb) The evaluation 
and non urgical treatment o vi ual di rd rs cau db imbalan e of the 
e ·e mu cle , uch as trab, mus. -Or•thop1tic t1dJ. -or,thop1tist n. 
or.tho,py,rox,ene (6r'th~• pi· rok1 n') n Any of a number o vari 
elie of pyroxene that c,yaallize in the orthorhombi tern and contain 
no calcium and little or no aluminum. 
or,tho,rhom,bic( r'th6- rom1blk) ad]- 0 or relating 10 a cry talline 
structure of three mutually perpendicular axe of different length 
or,tho,scop,ic (Or'th~- k6pfik) adj. 1. Having normal vi ion; free 
from v, ual d, tort ion. 2. i,~ng n und1 t ned im gc. U ed of an pll 
cal instrument. 

orphrey 
the early 15th-century 

Erpmgham ch uble, of 
Italian ilk "ith an Engli h 

orphrey 

orrery 

! pat oi boy 

• pa OU out 
!r care 00 took 
a father oor lure 
t pet 00 boot 
t be ii cut 
I pit ilr urge 
i bite th thin 
Ir pier ti, this 
6 pot ,h vi ion 
6 toe a about, 
6 paw Hem 
Or core 
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.a nee (pilr' m • n ) n. mea ure or the ability or a magnetic 

110 
, .,0Jucl magnetic nux: the reciprocal or reluctance. [< Latin 

10 pcne1ra1e; ee PERMEATE.) 
.;.ase (p0r1mc!-a ') "· Any o several cell-membrane proteins 

:t1on channel for the transport or a . pecific molecule in or 
fil;, , di. PERMf(ATP.) + ·A E.] . 
ri ,ate (pilr1m -at') v. -at•ed, -at,,ng, -ates -tr. 1. To pas 
~ h .,r-:ning or inter uces of: liq11id perm ating a membrane. 2. 

or 1Jo,.• throughout; pervade: •011, tl,mking is permeated by our 
I myth • (l·reeman J. Dyson). ynonyrn a1 imbue. -mtr. 0 d through or pen 1ra1e mething. [l.a1in pem,eare, permedt-, 
trait per·, through; cc PER- + med re, lo pa ; see mei-1 in 

~• -;ierrme,a nt (-~n1). per1me•a ' tive (· 'tlv) adj. - per' me• 

n 
.,neth-rin (p.>r-meth' rln) n. 1opical in. ec1icide, 11 H20 I.iOJ, 

,,,, IO ir~I head lice and nil , scabies, and vanou, specie of ticks. 
+ (rts)mcthrm, a pyre1hroid (resm-. r unknown origin + (PYR) 

;:i~an (pur' me-~n. p r1 ) adj. f, relating 10, or being the period 
,., ,, ume from about 299 to 25 1 million years ago, the seventh and 

pt:.i of 1he Paleozoi Era. The Permian Period Is characterized by 
forn1•llon ol the uper onunent Panga a, the fir I modern conifers, 
~ J,vm1fical1on of rep~ile . h ended w11h the l~rge~t known ma. 

110 0 111 1he history of hfe. ee table I geologic time. ❖ n. The 
1'111""' Period. [After Perm blast, a region of west-cent ral Ru sia.J 
- mil also pe r mill adv. Per chou and. [PER t 1t11I ( hort for l.atin 
r:: thousand; see gheslo- In App. J).] 
11"-,nln,er,al0 i0 za0tion (pO r-mln '~N-ll-1 ' sh,n) 11. The forma-

of a fo,.,,il from the remain of an O!Jlnni m by the repla em nt of 
p e,; by mineral . - per0 minter0 al 0 1ze' " 

11",mis,si,ble (par-_ml ' a-b I) adj. Perm11ted; allowab_le: f"'!'i':'1ble 
tltdu<tions; permissible behavi_or '!' school. - per-m1s ' s1-b1lf1,ty, 

,_..is'si-ble,ness n - per,m1s1s1,bly adv. 
,.,,mls,sion (p,r-mlsh1,n) 11. 1. Th act of permilling, e pecially in 

formal con en!; au1horiza1ion: Do tlrey lwve permi /o,r to leave? 
An authorization to do omething, a lo quote from a book under 

IIIP!"l!hl. !Middle Engli h < Old Fren h • Lalin perm1ssio,pcrmiss1011 • < 
past participle of pen11iltere, to perm11: see PERMIT1.) 

·on. authorization, consettt, lea\.'t, liceri ~ .. onct,on 
roval for a course or a 1ion that an au1h rity ha 

• ref,ised permission to smoke; eckirrg a11thorizatio11 to beg/11 
n; gave tlrerr co11se111 to tire marriage: will a • km•e to respo11d 
·er; was gil-en /ice11st to depart; gm sanction to tire project. 
M prolribition 

,--mls,sive (~r-mi ' Iv) adj. 1a. Granting or rnclin d to grant 
100; 1oleran1 or lenient: perrn,ssivt! porl'nls. b . Characleriu.-d by 

ot personal beha,ior or a di regard of trad111onal O<ial morr, . 
l'mnmed or optional: permissivt! uses of jrmds. 3. Biology upporling 

replica11on. U ed or a cell. -per0 m1s1sive -ly adv- - per,mis'­
-.ness n. 
,--mit1 ~r-mil ' ) ,, -mit-ted, -mit,ting, -mits -tr. 1. To allow 

dom of ( mething); consent to: permit tire sak of a/co/Jolie bcver-
2. To gran consent or leave to (someone); authorize: pemutted /rim 

apl.,,n 3. To afford opportunity or po ibility for: weather tlrat pcr­
wrlm,, -intr. To afford opportunity; allow: if crrcurnslances permit. 

t pur' mit, par-mil') A document or certificate giving permi>~ion 
do something: a b11ildi11g permit. [Middle Engli>h permit1e11 < Latin 

trt:p,r- through; see PER-+ mi/terr,, lo lee go.] - per' mit,teer 
ml- 1c1/ n. -per,mit'ter 11. 

fW-mlt2 (rur1mll, p,r mil') n. A carangid fish (Trac/1inot11s fa/catus) 
!em Atlantic Ocean, having a laterally compressed livery body 

1 deeply torkeJ tail and valued as a food and game fish. [Aheralion 
Wt palom,·ta, a pecies of pompano (Tmc/1i11ol11S ovat11s), any of 
Other pecies of fish, probably ult imately< Doric Greek · pd/11m11s, 

•d-, variant or Greek pe/arnllS, pii/amud-, young tuna, tuna in Its 
)'tar, or unknown origin.] 
•lllit.tlv,i,ty (pur'ml-tlv' i-te) 11., pl. -ties A measure of the 

OI a ma1crial 10 interact with an electric field and become polar­
by lh field, ,o that the field within the material is weaker than the 
In the absence of the material. The permiltivity or a material is the 

1 ol lhc dielectric constant of the material and the permitlivily of a 
vacuum, which I; defined to be about 8.854 x 10 12 farad per 

:u,ta.tion (pur'myoo- talsh~n) 11. 1a. The pr0<es or altering 
tr of a given el of objects in a group. b. The result or uch a 
d • r,arrangement or recombination of elements: permutntio,rs of 

°' n c. Motlremmrcs A rearrangemenc of the elements of a set. 2. 
plci, change; a 1ran formation: tire country's permutation mto a 

lllt dem racy, - per' mu•ta'tion,al adj. 
""Ute (pJr-myoot' ) tr.v. -mut-ed, -mut,ing, -mutes 1. To 

the order of. 2. Matlrematics To ubjecl lo permutation. [Middle 
P.m11,1ei, < Old French permute,< Latin perm1lldre: per-, per-+ 

..... b0 changc ee me i-1 rn App. i.]-per,mut' a•bil'i•ty 11. - per• 

1
1e •1"1- - per,mutra.bly ud,•. i: ·clous (~r nl h' a ) adj. 1. Tending 10 cause death or en­

p,, ') d dly· " pumcious v1r11S. 2. u ing great harm; destruc­
n, 1011s rumors. [Middle Englr h < Id French pemicios < Laun 

-~ < pernu,i:s, dcs1ru tion : per-, per- + 11ex, nee-, violent death; 
rn ApJ>. I.) -pe r,nitcious-ly adv. -per,nircious,ness n. 

ous anemia ,r A vere anemia mo t often affecting older 
d by failure of the tomach 10 ab orb vllamin B12 and marked 

permeance I perpetuity 
by a decrease rn number and an Increase in th iz.e of red blood cell , by 
gastrointe tinal disturbances, and by lesion or 1h pinnl cord. 
per,nick,e,ty (par-nlk'T-te) adj. Per,nickety. [Ong,n unknown.) 
Pe-ron (J>3•ron' , ~-), Juan Domingo 1895 1974. Argentine soldier 
and president (1946-1955 and 1973- 1974). Hi second wife, (Maria) 
Eva Duarte de Peron (1919-1952), known as "Evita," was popular 
for her charitable work . Peron wa succeeded in office by hrs thi rd wi e, 
Maria Estela Martinez de Per6n (born 1931), known a •1.abelr1a," 
who was ousted by the military in 1976. 
per,o,ne,al (p~r'a-ne' al) adj. Of or relating to the fibula or to the 
outer portion of the leg. [ < Greek peroni!, pin of a brooch, fibula; ce 
per-2 in App. I.] 
per,o-ral (par-6r1al) adJ- Th rough or by way of the mouth, 11 perorul 
infection; peroral admini.stratio11 of f/11ids. - per•o'ral-ly adv. 
per,o,rate (ph' a-rat ') intr. v. -rat,ed, -rat•ing , -rates 1. To con­
clude a peech with a formal recapitulation. 2. To speak al great length, 
often in a grandiloquent manner; declaim. [Latin perordre, ecrorrit- · per-, 
per- + tlrdre, 10 speak.] -per'o•ra'tion n. - per' o,rart,on-al ad1-
pe0 rovsk 0 ite (pa- r0vz' kit ' , r6f ' ·) n. 1. A relatively rare yellow, 
brown, or black mineral, CaTi01, omctimes al o containing rare­
earth elements, uch as lanthanum. 2. Any of variou oxides having a 
crystal lructure imilar to that of this mineral and thal can be found in 
many uperconducting ceramic matenals and in electrode in fuel celh. 
[After Count Lev Alekseyevich Pero,•ski ( 1792-1 56), Ru ian mineralo­
gist.] 
per,ox-1,dase (~-r0k1sl-das', -daz.') n. Any of a group or enzymes 
that occur e pecially in plant cell and catalyze the oxidation or a ub­
tance by a peroxide. 

per-ox-ide (pa-rok' id') n. 1. The divalent 0 2 group, or a compound 
containing this group, uch as sodium perOJtide, ·a,O,. ul>Cd as an oxi­
diz.ing agent or bl ch. 2. Hydrogen peroxide. ❖ Ir. v. -id•ed, -id, ing, 
-ides 1. To !real with peroxide. 2. To bleach (hair) with hydrogen perox 
ide. -per,oxtide' adj. - per' ox-id'ic (plir'Ok-sld'ik) adj. 
per-ox,i,some (pa-rOk' 1- Om') 11. A cell organelle containing en-
1yme , . uch a catala e and oxidase, 1ha1 catalyze the production and 
breakd wn of hydrogen peroxide. [PEROXt(DE) + -SOMJ;.3.] - per-ox ' i• 
somraJ (- m~ll adj. 
peroxy- pref Containing the bivalent group 0 1: peroxyacetyl mtrate. 
IPFR + OXY-.) 
per,ox,y.a,cet,yl nitrate (p;,r-Ok' e-a- e' tl) n. Abbr. PAN A toxic 
organic compound, C2H 1 ,, formed photochemically in mog, causing 
eye irritation and damage 10 vegetation. Due 10 the stability of this com­
pound, 11 may be transported in air over long distances before breaking 
down into mailer r acti~ compounds. 
perp (purp) 11 fang ne who perpetrates or is accused or perpelral­
ing a crime. 
perp. abbr. perpendicular 
per,pend (p~r ~nd' ) v. -pend,ed, -pend,ing, -pends Archaic -tr. 
To con Ider c refully; ponder. -mtr. To be attentive; reflect. [Latin per­
pmderc per•, per- t pendere, 10 weigh; ee (s)pen- rn App. 1.) 
per,pen-dic,u,lar (pilr'pJn-dik' y;,-1,r) adj. 1. Ma tlrematics Inter-

cling al or forming right angles. 2. Being a1 right angles to the hori­
zontal; vertical. ee Synonyms at vertical. 3. often Perpendicular Of 
or relating to a style of Engli h G !hie architecture of the 1300 and 
1400 , characterized by cmphasi of the vertical element. ❖ adv. In a per­
pendicular position. ❖ 11. 1. Mathematics A line or plane perpendicular 
lo a given line or plnne. 2. A perpendicular position. 3. A device, uch 
as a plumb line, that Is used in marking 1hc vertical from a given point. 
4. A vertical or nea rly vert ica l li ne or plane. [Middle Engli h perpe11-
dic11/er < Id French < Latin perpenclicultiris < perpe11dic11lum, plumb 
line < perpe11dcre, to weigh carefully : per-, per- + pendere, to weigh; see 
(s)pen- rn AJ>p. I.) - per 'pen-dic'u,lar'i•ty ( lir'i t ) 11 - per 'pen• 
dicru,lar,ly adv. 
per,pe,trate (pil r' pl- trat') trv. -trat,ed, -trat-ing, -trates To be 
responsible for; commit: perpetrate a cnme; perpetrcile a practical jOke. 
[Lalin perpctrlire, pcrpetr/11·, to a compli h : per-, per-+ patriire, to bring 
abouc (< p11ter, father; ee pater- in App. l).J - per ' pe,tra1t ion 11. 
- per'pe-tra ' tor ,, 
per-pet,u-al (par-pech' oo- I) 11dj. 1. La ling forever; ne er-ending: 
conceived hravm as a state of perpet11al blis.s. 2. onlinumg or bemg so 
for an ,ndefimtely long 1,me: fo11nd tl,cmsdves 111 perpetual debt;felt like 
a perpetual outsider. ee ynonyrn al continual. 3. Flowering through­
out the growing eason. [Middle Engli h perpet11el < Id Frr,nch < Latm 
perpetwllis < perpe11ws, continuous: per-, per + peterr,, to go toward; see 
pet- in App. 1.) -per,pet'u•al-ly adv. 
perpetual calendar II A chart or mechanical device that mdrcal 
the day of the week corr ponding 10 any given date over a period of 
many year . 
perpetual motion n Th hypoth ucal conlinuou peration or an 
isolated mechanrcal device or other cl ed y tern w11hou1 a u taimng 
energy urce. 
per-pet,u-ate (~r-p«h' oo-a1') trv. -at,e d , -a t• ing, -a tes 1. To 
cause to continue indefinitely: make perpetual. 2. lo prolong the ex­
istence f; cause to be "'membered: The new library will perpetuate ,ts 
founder's grtat /o\'e of learniug. [Latin perpet11are, perpetual perpetuu., 
conhnuou ; PFRPETIJAL.) - per,pet'u,ance, per-pet•u•a 'tion n. 
-per,petru,a ' tor n. 
per-pe-tu,i,ty (pti.r'pl-tob'l 1e -1 ool) n., pl. -ties 1. The qualit • 
or condition of being perpetual, ·11,e perpetuity of the C/111, Ir was an 
arlick of faith" (Morri L. We I). 2. Time without end; Cl rnrty. 3. I.aw 
a. The condition of an estate that is limited '° as 10 be ,nahcnabl either 
perpetually or longer than the period d !ermined by law. b . An e late 
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