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n-tlcs 6rrHa'danuksf (al o orthodontia 
( )a l) ► plural n. ltreated as sing the treatment 

"utanues in the teeth (esp. of alignment and 
pan) and Jaws, mcludmg the use of braces. 

riv Es or•tho,don,tic adj., 
1v -tl-cal •ly Ilk( )le, adv., or-tho•don•tist 

1 .,••rlY 20th cent : from ORTHO• ·straight'+ 
1~ ·• d ' h' oifallS, 0 0111 LOOI • 

,c •orrHa.diiks,' ► adj . 1 (of a pe~on or 
C'" esp. religious or political ones, or other 

V1 or prucuces) conforming to what is generally 
u!inionall Y accepted as right or true; established 

rov d: rlre orihodox economics of today 
•P~, mrd1cal 1rearmenr orthodox H111dus. ■ (of 

n) not mdependent ·mmded; conventional 
original : a relat,vely orcl1odox artist. J: thlfl ) of the ordinary or usual typ ; normal: 

I • ..,,dtd ortl1odox1azz venues. 
'u orthodox) (of the Jews or Judaism) strictly 

10 1rad1t1onal doctrine and ntual. 
USU orthodox) of or relating to the Orthodox 

h. 
,v"TI \ s or•tho•dox•ly adv. 
1 late Middle English: from Greek ortl1odoxos 
~Iv via ecclesiastical Latin), from orthos 

ghi r n ht + doxa 'opmion.' 
x Church a Chri tian church or 

tton of churches originating m the Greek· 
1 •hurch of the Byzantine Empire, not 
10 the authority of the pope, and u mg 
t fontl5 of service. 

chief Orthodox churches (often known 
,vely as the East m Orthodox Church) 
the national churches of Greece, Russia, 

,a Rom.,ma. and Serbia. The term 1s also 
by other ancient churches, mamly of Af11can 

n ong,n. e.g. the Coptic. Sy11an, and 
an churches. 

x Ju-da-ism a ma1or branch w1th1n 
m that teache trict ad her nee to rabb1m al 
retauon of Jew, h law and its trad1uonal 

nee 
x•y ·orrHa,diikse / ► n. (pl orthodoxies) 

aathonzed or generally accepted theory, doctrin , 
pract1Ce: monetarisr orthodoxy he cha//m.~ed 

-,of 1/ie estab/fshed orcl1odox1es . ■ the quality of 
orrnmg to uch theories, doctrine , or pracuc 

llrilints oJ unimpeacllab/e orthodoxy. 
lb!whole community of Ort hod J w or 

ox Chri 11ans. 
1c1 mid 17th cent : via late l.a11n from lat 

ortl!odoxia' ound docmne,' from ortllodoKos 
oaTHODOX) , 

rom•lc /,on H,1·dram1k ► adj . P' ,yslology (of 
Impulse) traveling in the normal d1recuon in a 

fiber. The opposite of ANTIOROMIC. 
ICIN 1940s: from 0RTH0• 'right, correct'+ Greek 

os ·runmn • 1c 
·PY or I Hoap , ► n. the correct or accepted 

unC1a1ion of words. ■ th study of corr ct or 
f'd pronunoauon 

I VAl IV[~ Or•tho-ep-lc ,ornto' p1k adj ., 
·pist p1 t n 

IN mid 17th cent from Greek ortlloepeia 
sp • ch,' I rom ortlros ·right or . 1ra1gh1' + 

tp 'word .' 

n-e-sis ,on HO'Jenas1. t ► n. 810!0,1 lh1eliy 
a theory tha1 variations m evolution follow 

1cular direcuon and are not m r ly sporadic 
fonunou . 

ATI Vt or,tho•gen-e-sist n., or,tho-ge•net-lc 
1 adj., or•tho•ge•n t-l•cal-Jy J,1'net1k(a)le, 

hous or'magn Tit s ► adj. Ana1omy 
son) havmg a Jaw that doe not proJect 
that the tac1al profil , is nearly vertical 
9th cent.: from oRrHo• tra1ght ' :t 

► adJ . 1 of or mvolvmg 

ucally and p ndent. 
variat that can be 

end nt 
l•i•ty or,rnaga·nahte 

. from French ba. d on 
ht angled .' 

•tion ► n. Eng !Ilg a y tern 
drawing howmg two or 
t at right an le to each other 
a drawmg m de u mg th1 

•jec•tion ,orrHa'grafik ► n. a 
nm which an obJect IS depicted 
u mg parallel Imes to proiect 

1239 
its shape onto a plane. ■ a draw,n or map mad 
u mg thi method. 

or-thog•ra•phy or'THaitrafef ► n. ( pf. 
orthographies) 1 the convenuonal pelhng t m 
of a language . ■ the tudy of pell mg and how 
lener combme to repr nt ound nd form 
words. 
2 another term for ORTHOGRAPHIC PROJ CTION 

- DERIVATIVE or•thog-ra•pher lf r/ n. 
(sen et), or•tho•graph•ic ,orrna·11raf1k adj., 
or•tho•graph•i•cal ,OITH ·grafik I adj , 
or-tho•graph•i •cal-ly /,orrn,rgraf1k(a)I f adv. 
ORIGIN late Middle English: via Old French 
and Latin from Gr ek ortl1ograpl!ia. from orrhos 
'correct' + grapl11a 'wntmg.' 

or-tho•ker-a-tol•o•gy /,on Ho.kennal J •/ ► n. 
the temporary reshapmg of the corn a (u ually 
overnight) with specially made ng1d contact ten es, 
m order to correct myopia. 

or•tho•mo-lec•u•lar /,on11oma'lekyalar/ ► adj. 
perta1mng to a theory that 1lln ss can be treated and 
health maximized by creaung the opumal molecular 
environment for l h cells of I h body through the 
mtroduct1on of natural substances: orthomolecular 
11urr11io11/psycl11n1 rytoncology. 
ORIGIN 1968: coined by I.mus Pau/1111(. 

or-tho-mor-phic ,i>rrHo'morfik/ ► adj . see 
CONFOOMAl 

Or•tho•nec•ti•da /,6rr11a'nekt1da1 Zoology a minor 
phylum of mesozoan worm that are internal 
para 11 of a rang of marine mv rt brates. 

- D RIVA 1 IVE or•tho,nec•tid n. & adj. 
ORICI mod rn Laun (plural), from Gr ek orrhos 
' tra111ht -+ nektos • w1mmmg' (s e NEKTDN). 

or-tho•nor-mal .onHa·normal ► adj. Mau 
both orthogonal and normalized. 

- DERIVATIVr or-tho-nor-mal •i•ty nor'malu / n., 
or-tho•nor•mal-1-za•tion ,norm ll'zasH n, n. 

or•tho•pe-dics .orrHa'ped1ks (811 orthopaedics) 
► plural n u • the branch of medicine 
dealing with the correction of deformmes of bone 
or mu cles. (originally relaung specifically to 
children .I 

- DER t VAT I VE or•tho•pe•dic adJ .. or•tho•pe•di•cal-ly 
/ 1k(a)l / adv. , or-tho•pe·dlst di t n 

- ORIG! mid 19th cent. from French orcltoped1e, 
from Gr!'('k orthos ' right or tra1ght' + paideia 
rearm1t of childr•·n 

or-tho•phos•phor-ic ac-id ,oTH6fas•forik, far ·/ 
► n another term for PHOSPHOOIC ACIO 
OERIVA rtVES or-tho•phos•phate fa fat ( n. 

or•tho•pox-vi-rus ·orrHo,pak ,v1ras ► n any of a 
s t of viruses patholog,cal in humans and animals 
that includes the cowpox. mallpox, and monkeypox 
v1ru es. • Genus Orthoporv1ms. family Poxv1ridae. 

or•tho•psy•chi•a•try ,iirrHO,si·k1atr~ ► n. the 
branch of p ych1atry concerned wuh the study and 
prevention of mental or behavioral d1 orders, with 

mpha 1s on child developm nt and family life. 
DERIVATIVE or•tho•psy-chi•at-ric ' lke ·atrik 
adj., or•tho•psy•chi•a•trist tnst n. 

or•thop•ter or'THaptar ► n. another term for 
ORNITHOPTER 

Or•thop•ter•a 1or·1 Haptaraf Ento"'01ogy an order of 
msects that comprise the gra shopper , crickets, 
katydids, etc. Th y have a saddle-shaped thorax, 
hand legs that are typically long and modified 
for iumpmg, and a charactermic song that the 
male produce by stridulauon. ■ (as plural noun 
orthoptera) msects of th is order. 
ORIGIN modern Laun (plura l), from oRTHO• 
'straight' + Greek pteros 'wmg.' 

or•thop•ter•an /or'THiiptaran / Entomology ► n. 
an msect of the order Orthoptera, such as a 
gras hopper or cricket. 

► adj. relatmg to or denoting orthopterans 
DERIVATIVES or•thop•ter•OUS taras, adj . 

or•thop•ter-oid •or'THiipta,roid , ► adj. Entomology 
of or relaung to a group of insect orders that 
are related to the grasshoppers and crickets, 
mcludmg al o the toneOies, suck in c ts, earwig., 
cockroaches, manu es, and termite . 

or,thop•tics 'or'THiiptiks ► plural n. lueoted as 11ng I 
the tudy or treatment of disorders of v1s1on, p. of 
eye movements or eye alignment 

- DER tVATIVES or-thop•tic adj., or-thop-tlst II t n. 
- ORICIN late 19th cent.: from ORTHO• 'correct' Gre k 

opnkos (see o,T1c). 
or•tho•py-rox•ene /,orrnoprraksen ► n. a 

mmeral of the pyroxene 11roup crystallwng m the 
orthorhombic sy t m. 

or•tho•rex•i•a ,orTHa'rel.sea ' ► n. an obses 10n 
w1theaung foods that one con ider h althy. ■ (al o 
orthorex.ia nervosa nar"vci a ) a medical cond1uon 
m which the suffer r y t matically avoid p 1fic 
food m the belief that they are harmful 

- DERIVATIVE Or•tho-rex-lc adj & n. 

Os 

ORIGIN 1990 . from orcho + Gr ek OltXIO 'app lite,' 
ft •r a11arcx1a. 

or•tho-rhom-bic ,onHa' ramb1k l ► adj . of or 
d noung a cry tal y I m or thre ·d1mens1onal 
g om trtc arranl,!em nt havm thr e un qual axe 
at ril,!ht angle . 

or-tho-sis or'THos1 1 ► n. (, orthoses s , ) 
M• n th• corrccuon of disorders of the hmbs or 
pm by u ·e of brare and other device · to correct 

alignment or prov1d uppon. ■ a brace or other 
uch device; orthot1c. 

ORICIN 1950s: from Greek orthosis 'making 
1raigh1 from orthou11 ' se1 straight : 

or•tho-stat•ic ,orr11a· tauk ► adj. ...,. relaung 
to or caused by an upright po ture. 

or•thos•ti•chy <ir'nta uke ► n. (r orthostichies) 
any (m phyllotax1s) a vertical row of leaves 

arranged one directly above another Contra ted 
With PARASTICHY 
ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from ORTHO- ·upright, 
traight ' + Greek mkhos ' row, rank.' 

or•thot-ic 1or'r11at1k ► adj. relaung to onhot ics. 
► n. an artificial support or brace for the hmbs or 

spine. 
or•thot•ics /i>r'THat1ks/ ► plural n. luea1ed assmg I th 

branch of medicine that deals with the provision 
and use of artificial device such a splints and 
braces. 
OERIVA1 tVES or•thot-ist n. 

or•tho,trop•ic 1,6rrHa'tr6p1k, ·'trap ► adj . 1 Bo ny 
(of a shoot, stem, or axis) growmg vemcally. 
2 Eng1nee11ng (of a material) havmg elasuc properu s 
in two or three planes perpendicular to ach other. 

or•thot•ro•pous /6r' rnatrnpos, ► adj . 801 ny (of 
a plant ovule) having the nucleus straight, i.e., 
not inverted, so that the micropyle I at the end 
oppome the base. 

or-to-Ian ·onl-an, (also ortolanbunting) ► n. a 
small Eurasian songbird that was formerly eaten 
as a delicacy, the male having an olive green head 
and yellow throat • Emberizahorrulana, family 
Emberiz1dae ( ubfamily Emberwnae). 

- ORIGIN early t6thcent-from French, from 
Provem;al. literally 'garden •r,' bas don a d1m1nuuve 
of Laun hortus 'garden ' 

O•ru•ro 'ii'ro0r6/ a city in we tern Bolivia; pop. 
216,714 (2009). It 1s the center of an important 
mining r gion, with rich depoms of t1n, 11nc, silver, 
copper, and gold . 

ORV ► abbr off road v •h1cle. 
Or,vie•to' or·vyetol a town m Umbna , rn central 

Italy 1n the middle of a Mn producing ar a. pop 
21 ,059 (2008). 

Or-vi•e•to• or·vyedo ► n. a whne wm mad near 
Orv1eto. 

Or-well onvel . G org ( 1903-50), Brn, h nov h t 
and essay, t, born m India: p_ udonym f Cn 
Arthur 8/a,r. H1. worl. 1 characterm,d by his 
concern about onal mJu uce. His be t known 
works are Ammo/ Farm ( 194~) and /limeteen Llglrt 
Fo11r(1949). 

- DERIVAIIVl Or•well-i•an orw I an dJ 
-ory' ► suffix (forming nouns) deno1111g a pla e for a 

pamcular function : dormrror\' I rrp!hllorv 
-ORICIN from Laun aria onum, someum ,~a 

Anglo-Norman French one. Old French oire. 
-ory2 ► suffix formmg ad1emves (and occas,onally 

nouns) relaung to or 111volvmg a verbal ,1mon· 
compulsory I drr,•,1orv 1 ma11darory, 

- ORICIN from La11n or111s , omeum s v1 Anglo 
Norman rr nch ·ori(c). 

o•ryx f'oriks/ ► n. any of several pec1e or ant,•! pe 
native to and reg10n of Africa and As,a . havmg 
dark markings on the face and long, pomtcd horn 
• Genus Oryx, family Bov1da,•: several species, 
mcludmg the Arabian oryx (0. /c11coryx) See also 
GEMSBOK, SCIMITAR ORYX 
ORIGIN late Middle English Via l.aun from Greek 
or11K'ston mason's pickax (becau . of its po1n1ed 
horns). 

or•zo /'OrLO, ► n. a variety of pa ta shaped hl.e Rrams 
of barley or rice. 
ORIGIN ltallan, hterally 'barley.' 

OS ► abbr. ■ (in calculaung dat s) Old ·tyl . 
■ mpu~ng op rating sy,1t•m . ■ Ordinary S aman 
■ (1n the UK) Ordnan e Survey. ■ (as a si,e of 
clothing) outs11e ■ out of stocl-. ■ oversPas 

Os ► symbol th chemical elt>nwnt osmium 

rRONIJ CIAllO KLY u ago. 1111; ro1•c1•, fur; ahar, 
A aft'; car; e tel ; e er, I } II , l by; C m t ~; 
O o o law.for; 01 roy, cR> ooJ &> oo, ou our; 
TH llrm. t t ti! n; Ill v,sion 

0 
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peroneal 
- orRIVATIVt P -ro •nism ,mum n., Pe•ro-nist 

/ m I adj . &n. 
p r•o •ne•al _pera·n I ► adJ. Anatomy relaun 10 or 

s1tuat d m th out r 1d of th calf of the leg. 
- ORIGI mid 19th c nt • from modern Laun 

p ·rona us 'pcroneal mus le' ba ed on Gr k pcrone 
'pm fibula')+ AL. 

per•o•rate f pera,rit/ ► v. (no obj I formal p ak at 
lt·n ·•h: he reported/)' u·ou/d p rorac •a amst his 
collea,11e. ■ um up and conclude a peech: 
the followm mnoctm co11c/11s1011 wuh which she 
peroratt·, . 

-ORIGI arly 17thcent- fromLatmperorac 
'spoken a1 length.' from the verb pcrorare, from per 
through'+ororc' peak' 

per,o,ra,t ion /,per.l'ra H n ► n. the concluding 
p, rt of a p ch, typically intended tom p1re 
nthu 1a m tn the audience. 

- ORIGI late \1ddle En1(11 h from Latin 
paorar o( n ), from perorare' peak at length· 
( ec PEIIORATE) 

pe,rovsk-ite pa'ravz 11, ·raf ► n. a y llow, 
brown, or black mineral consisting largely of 
calnum 111aru1te. ■ any of a group of related 
minerals and ceramics havmit the same crystal 
tructur a this. 

ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from the nam of L.A. 
Pero1•sl.y (1792-1856), Russian mineralogist, +-ITE'. 

per,ox,i ,dase /p ·raksa,das ► n. Biochem1111y an 
eruyme that catalyzes the oxidation of a particular 
sub trate by hydrogen peroxide. 

per-ox-ide p riiksid ► n. Chem a compound 
containing two oxygen atoms bonded together in 1 
molecule or as the amon 0/ . ■ hydrogen peroxide, 
e p. as u ed as a bleach for the hair: as mod ierl a 
pero,ade blonde. 

► v. rw th ' bleach (hair) with peroxide. 
ORIGI early 19th cent.: from l'EII• (sense 2) + OXIDE 

per-ox•i-some pa'raksi, 6m ► n. Biology a mall 
organelle that is present m the cyropla ·m of many 
cells and that contain the reducing enzyme catala e 
and usually ome oxidase . 

- DERIVATIVES per-ox-i-so-mal ,raksrs6mJl,I adj. 
- 0 RIG I 196os: from PE ROXIDE + -SOM E' 
perp /parp/ ► n. ,nfo1r•al the perpetrator of a crime. 

ORIGIN 1980s: abbreviation. 
perp. ► abbr. perpendicular. 
per•pend pJr'p nd ► n. a verucal layer of mortar 

between two brick . 
per,pen-dic-u-lar parp n'd1kyal r ► adj. 1 at 

n a1111I of 90° to a given ltne, plane, or urfac : 
dormers and gables that extend perpendicular to the 
mai11 roof1111e. ■ at an.angl of 90• 10th ground; 
venical: the pcrpend1cularc/1ff, ■ (of something 
with a slop ) so steep as to be a Imo. t v meal: gues1 
l1ouses seem to cling by faith 10 the perpendicular 
l1ills1de 
2 (Perp ndicular) denoting the late I stage of 
English Gothic church arch11ecturc, prevalent 
from the late 14th to mid 16th centuries and 
characterized by broad arche , elaborate fan 
vaulung, and large windows w11h vertical tracery: 
chc llancl5ome Perpe11d1rnlar church of ·, Andrew. 

► n, a 1ra1gh1 hne at an angle of 90° 10 a given 
hne, plane, or surface: at each di11mo11 draw a 
pt'rpend1rnlar representing the surface /me ■ (usu 
the perpendicular) perp nd1cular pos111on or 
direction. the wall det/111,•sfrom the per11e11dicular 
a little 111ward ■ an m trument for mdicaung the 
v meal hne from any pomt, a p1m lev I or 
plumblme 

- DE IVAIIV[ per,pen•dic•u•I r,i,ty ,d1ky 'lame/ 
n. , per•p n•dic•u•lar-ly dv. 

- ORIGIN lat Maddi English (a an dverb m amn 
' at nght angles'): via Old Ir nch from I. 1111 
perp,nJ,cu/aru, from p rp<11d,c11lum "plumb Im ,' 
from per ' through'+ pcm/ae 'to hang.' 

p r,pe,trate /'parpa,trat r ► v 1w,1h JI carry out or 
commit (a harmful, illegal, or immoral action): a 
cr11ne has been 11erpc1rared a!(amst a so1•ere1g11 state. 

- DLRIVATIVES per•pe•tra•tion .J>Jrp trasHan n., 
per,pe-tra-tor ,trat r n 

- ORIG! mid 16th cent from Laun pcrpcrrat 
'perform d,'fromtheverbp,rperrorr,fromper 'to 
comp I ,uon' + patrare 'bring about.' In Laun the 
act p rp trated might be ood or bad; m lnghsh 
th v rb wa fir tu ed m thr. 1atu1es referring to 
cnm , h nee the negauve a 0C1at1on. 

USAGE To perpetrate som hong 1s to commit 
It the gang p rpetrat d outrages agamst several 
a ,z ns To perpetuate som thing 1s to cause 1t to 
cont nue or to keep h ppen,ng the stor, only 
erve top rpetuat ch legend that the house Is 

m ~ 

per,pet,u,al p. r pe H®al ► adj. 1 never ending 
or han mg. deep ca1•,s III peri>etual d<1rknt!js 
■ d noung a po 1110n, Job, ortrophy h Id 
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for hfe rath r than a hm1ted penod, or the per on 
hold mg 11: a perpetual secretary of the society. ■ (of 
an mv tm nt) having no fixed maturity date; 
irredeemable: a perpetual bond. 
2 occurring repeatedly, o frequent as to seem 
end le and uninterrupted: their perpetual money 
u•ornes. ■ (of a plant) blooming or fruiung several 
tim m one season lie grows perpetual camauons . 

-DERIVATIVES per-pet-u-al ,ly adv. 
- ORIGIN Middle English from Old French perpetuel, 

from Laun perpewalis, from perpetu11s 'continuing 
throughout,' from perpes, perpet 'conunuous.' 

per-pet-u,al cal-en-dar ► n. a calendar that can be 
adjusted to how any combmauon of day, month, 
and year, and 1s therefore usable year after year. ■ a 
set of tables from which the day of the week can be 
reckoned for any date. 

per-pet-u,al check ► n. Chess the situation of play 
when a draw is obtained by repeated checking of 
thekmg. 

per-pet•u-al mo-ti on ► n. a state m which 
movement or action 1s or appears to be conunuous 
and unceasing. ■ the mouon of a hypotheucal 
machine that, once acuvated, would run forever 
unle subiect 10 an ternal force or to wear. 

per-pet-u-ate p.ir'pe H®,at ► v. fv,'lth oq.) make 
(somethm)!, typ1cally an unde arable s11ua11on or 
an unfounded belief) continue md finitely: the 
law perpetuated the mcerests of 1he ruling class . 
■ preserve ( omethmg valued) from oblivion or 
extinction, /low did these first humans surv1n to 
perpetuate the sp, oes? 

-DERIVATIVE per•pet•U•ance &Jan n 1 

per-pet•u•a•t ion par pccH®·a H n n., 
per,pet,u,a-tor n. 

- ORIGI early 16th cent~ from Laun perpetuat 
·made p rmanent,' from th verb perpecuare, from 
perperuus 'conunumg throughout' ( • PHPUUAL). 

USAGE 

per-pe,tu•i•ty parpn(y)(R)it ► n. { 
perpetuities) 1 a thm that la t forever or for 
an mdcfimte period, m particular; ■ a bond or 
oth r cumy with no fixed maturity date . ■ law a 
re trirnon making an tate mahenable perpetually 
or for a p nod b yond cenam hmllS fixed by la 
■ Law an estate ore tr1ct d . 
2 the state or qual11y of last ml! forever: he did not 
believe 111 the perpetullv of m1l1ta11• role. 
PIIRA t In (or for) perpetuity for ver: a/1 the 
8011apartes were ba111s/1ed from France in pcrptturr . 

- ORIGIN late Middle Engh h from Id French 
perpetu1tt, from Laun perpe1u1ta,, from perpctuu 
'con11numg LhrouV,hOUl ( ee PEIIPETUAL). 

per•pet•u•um mo,bl•le par' 11® m 'moba.la 
► n. 1 M a p1ec of fa I movm m trum ntal 
mu 1c con 1 un mainly of not of equal I ngth . 
2 another I rm for PERPETUAL MOTION. 
ORIGIN Laun.ht rally'conunuou lymov1n 
{thmg), on th pattern of pr111111m mobile. 

Per-pi •gnan _perp •·nyaN/ a my m outhern Franc 
m the north a t rn f001h1lls of th Pyr n , clo 
10 the bord r w11h pam: pop. 117,500 (2006). 

per-pl ex /p,)r'pl ks/ ► v. !wtth ob/ I (of omethmg 
comphcat d or unaccountable) cau ( om on ) 
to f el comp I tely baffl d : sl1e was perplexed by lier 
husband's mood111ess. ■ d.lted complicate or confu e 
(a matt r): they wrre perplern1g a 11b;ect plam 111 
im•IJ. 

- ORIGIN lat 151hcent.(a theadJ cuveperple,rd): 
from th ob I l d1 IV perpleK'bew1lder d,' 
from Lat 1n perplcrns • mangled,' ba don pl u 
'int rwoven,' from th verb plectere. 

per•plexed /P r'plek ti ► adj. completely baffled, 
very puuled: she gave him a p ·ri1/exed look 
DCRIVA 1 IVJ:S per,plex,ecl-ly / 'pl ks1dlt!/ adv. 

per•plex-lng /PJr'pl k. 1NG/ ► adj. completely 
bafllmg, wry puuhng: a perplexing problem 
t>I RIVA TIV[S per,plex,Jng,ly adv. 

per-plex-i-ty /p,,r'plek 1t / ► n. {pl perplexities) 
1 mabihty 10 deal with or understand something 
complicated or unaccountable: she paused 111 
perple,11y ■ {u u perplexities) a complicated 
or baffling 11ua11011 or thmg: 1/1r pcrplex1t1es of 
111tcma11onal re/at101a. 
2 , ~ an entangled state; the dense perple.nry of 
dwarf palm. f(ar/1111ded creepers, glossy undergrou•th. 
ORIGIN Mtddle En!lhsh· from Old French perplexrre 
or late I. t,11 pt•rplex1tas. from Laun p,rplex11s 
·entanl'led. confused' (see PERPLEX) 

per pro. p. r 'pro/ ► abbr. per procurationem (used 
when 1 nmg a IPtt r on behalf of omeone el e; 
now u ually abbr v1ated to pp). 
ORIGIN I aun. 

per•qul•site ·parkw zit / ► n. fvrmal another term 
for PERK' ■ thing r garded as a pecial nght or 
priv1I gp enioyed as a re ult of one's pomion: rhe 
wife of a prendem has all the perqu1mes of stardom. 

■ Mtoncal a thmg that ha rv d 11 Prim r 
and is then given to a ubord1nate or empJ Yu 
cu tomary right. oy 

-ORIGI late Middle Engh h: from m die I 
perq11mtum 'acquisition,' from Laa in P< rq": la1 
' earch diligently for,' from ,,er thoroughJ;er 
q11aerere • eek ' 

USAGE Perquisite and prer quisite a, 
sometimes confused Perquisite usually rn 
'an f!xtr~ allowance or privilege' he had all I'll 
perquwtes of a movie stdr, mcludmg a stana 
Prerequisite means 'something required as n 
condition' passing the exammat,on was ona 
the prerequ,sice, for a teaching pos,r,on e of 

Per,rault / p,1'r6 , Charle ( 162 - 1703), fr nch 
writer lie 1s not d for Mother Cool<' Tales(16 

Per-ri -er /'pere,ya/ (also Perrier water) ► n 1 
7 

an efferve cent natural mineral wat r old 
drink 1 

ORIGI from th name of a r,nng at V rg e 
France, from which this water comes 

Per,rln ·peran penN ,Jean Bapm1e (1 70--19 
french physical ch mm He prov1d d th d n:2 

proof of the ex1 tence of atoms, pro\l d that 1 

ray are negauvely charged, and mv 11 at d 
Brownian mouon obel Prue for Phy ics (1 926 

per•ron ·per, n, PJ'r6n ► n. Arch11 e an e t no 
et of teps and a platform at the mam entrance~ 

large build mg uch a a church or man ion oa 
ORICI late Middle Engh h: from Old I renth 
literally ' large tom•,' from Laun ,,erra tone 

Per,ry per , Fred (1909 9 ), U tcnm play 
born m Bmam, full name frt•derr k]ohn Perry H 
record of wmnmg thr 'econ ecuuve mgl lltl 
at Wimbledon (1934-36) \\ unequaled until 1 
when II wa bro en b) Bjorn Borg 

per-ry 'l)('re ► n. (pj perri s) an alcohoh dn 
made from the ll'rmented Juice or p rs 
ORICI ~1ddle Lngh h· from Old Fr nch ptr 
an alteration of Laun prrum 'p r 

rs. ► abbr. ■ pt.•r on. ■ per onal 
per se p r ► adv byor m t If Orth Iv 

mtnn ically· 1t I not these fa ts ,,er ,. that Qre 
1mporta11t, 
ORIGI Laun 

per,se-c:ute p r .J.,y®t ► v 
( om n ) to ho t1hty and 111 1reatm nt 
b au of th 1r r ce or pohttcal or rehg1 I 
/us followers u•ere p ·r ecuted b rlre autl1on11ts 
■ hara or annoy ( omeon ) per 1 1 n ly: Hi 
per ecuted b • some of the ot/1er.tlrls 

-t> ERIV TIVE per•se-cu,tor ky® r n 
per-se-cu-to,ry yc!R>,tor adj 

- RIGI late M1ddl Enith h : from Old Fr nch 
p ·rsernter, from Lattn ptrs cut foll 'Cd \\1th 
ho 11h1y ' from th verb paseqa,, from ptr 
through utt,·rly + s qur follow, pu u 

per•s •cu,tion par a· ·yoa H, n ► n. 1h1y 
and 111 tr atm •nt, p. b au of race or polm 
or rehi:1ous b hefs: lier fann/y fled rell rous 
persecurion. ■ iwr I teni annoyan e or har men 
his p •rsernt1011 ac the lla11d of other stud IIIS 

per•se-cu•tion com-plex ► n an mauonal nd 
ob . ,v, feeling or fear that on 1 theob1 of 
coll ct1ve ho uhty or 111 treatment on the p n of 
other . 

Per-se•ids PJr e1dz Asuonomy an annual m teor 
how r rad1at1ng from a pomt m th con u 

P r •us rea hmit a peak about Augu t 12 

Per,seph-o -ne pilr'sefane G a 
the dau11hter of Zeus and D m t r Roman 
PIIOSERPINA. 

-----------
Sh, was cam doff by Hades and made quee 
of the undeiworld Demeter a nly seek ng 
refused to let the earth produce 111 fruitS unll 
her daughter was restored to her, but t>eea~ 
Persephone had eaten some pomegrana e 
in the other world, she was obliged to spelld tl1f 
part of every year there. Her story symbolll 
return of spring and the hie and growth O 9 ' 

Per-sep-o-lis p.1r'sepalis a city in ancient r r 6: north ast of hiral. It wa founded m the I t 
c ntury sc by Danus I as the ceremon I cap 
P r 1a under the Achaemenid dyna tY 

Per-se-us ·parseas, sy®s. 1 Gree t~ 
of Zeus and Danae, a hero celebratP<I for ma Y 
achievement Riding the winged hor e I'd g , 
cut off the head of th Gorgon Medu n ro 
to Athena; he al o rescued and married nd 

and became k10g ofTiryns m Grcl'C • hat 
2 Astronomy a large nonhern constellauo~ t cont• 
includes a dense part of th Milky Wai· 1 

1 everal star clu. ters and the variable tar i\ 
■ (as genn111e Persel j'par e.i ) u. ed with PP 
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