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973 I longcloth - long-term memory 

Ion gcloth ('hnildo0) n 1 a fine plain-weave cotton cloth made in long strips 2 US a light soft muslin long-coats pi n dress-Like garments formerly worn by a baby. Archaic name: long clothes 
long-dated adj (of a gilt-edged security) having more than 15 years to run before redemption. Compare medium-dated, short-dated 
long-day adj (of certain plants) able to mature and flower only if exposed to long periods of daylight (more than u hours), each followed by a shorter periodof darkness. Compare short-day 
long-distance n 1 (modifier) covering relatively long distances: a long-distance driver 2 (modifier) (of 

telephone calls, lines, etc) connecting points a 
relatively long way apart 3 chiefly US and Canadian 
a long-distance telephone call 4 a long-distance 
telephone system or its operator B ado 5 by a 
long-distance telephone line: he phoned long-distance 

long-drawn-out adj over-prolonged or extended 
longe (lAnd3, lond3) n an older variant of lu ngel 
• Ervmotoov c17: via Old French from Latin longus 

LONG' 

long-eared owl n a slender European owl, Asio otus, 
with long ear tufts: most common in coniferous 
forests 

Long Eaton ('iitM) n a town in N central England, 
in SE Derbyshire, Pop: 46 490 (2001) 

longeron (Innd3aran) n amain longitudinal 
structural member of an aircraft 

• VW °LOGY c2O: from French: side support, 
ultimately from Latin longus LONG' 

longevity (lon'd3Evitt) n 1 long life 2 relatively long 
duration of employment, service, etc > longevous 
(lond3i:vas)adj 

• ervmotocy c17: from Late Latin longaevitris, from 
Latin longaevus long-lived, from longus LONG' + aevum 
age 

long face n a disappointed, solemn, or miserable 
facial expression > long-laced adj 

long finger n put something on the long finger Irish 
to postpone something for a long time 

Longford Clonfad) n 1 a county of N Republic of 
Ireland, in Leinster province. County town: Longford. 
Pop: 31068 (2OO2). Area:1043 sq km (403 al miles) 
2 a town in N Republic of Ireland, county town of 
Co Longford. Pop: 7557 (2OO2) 

longhand ('lon.hwrid) n ordinary handwriting, 
in which letters, words, etc, are set down in full, 
as opposed to shorthand or to typing 

long haul n 1 a journey over a long distance, esp 
one involving the transport of goods 2 a lengthy job 

long-headed adj astute; shrewd; sagacious 
,Iong-headedly adv 5 Jong-headed ness n 

long hop n cricket a short-pitched ball, which can 
easily be hit 

longhorn ('lon,ho:n) n 1 Also called:Texas longhorn 
a long-homed breed of beef cattle, usually red or 
variegated, formerly common in SW US 2 a now 
rare British breed of beef cattle with long curved 
horns 

long-horned beetle n the longicorn beetle. 
See longicorn (sense 1) 

long house n 1 a long communal dwelling of the 
Iroquois and other North American Indian peoples. 
It often served as a council house as well 2 a long 
dwelling found in other parts of the world, such 
as Borneo 

long hundredweight n the full name for 
hundredweight (senses) 

longicorn ('lond3i.koin) n 1 Also called: ion gloom 
beetle, long-horned beetle any beetle of the family 
Cerambycidae, having a long narrow body, long legs, 
and long antennae t> ad) 2 zoology having or 
designating long antennae 

• ETYMOLOGY C19: from New LatillbrIgiCOntrS 

long-homed 
longing (login) n 1 a prolonged unfulfilled desire 

or need B adj 2 having or showing desire or need: 
a longing look longingly adv 

long i pennate (,londy'peneit) adj (of birds) having 
long slender wings or feathers 

long iroStral (Itind3i'rostral) adj (of birds) having 
a long beak 

longish (long) adj rather long 
Long Island n an island in SE New York State, 

separated from the S shore of Connecticut by Long 
Island Sound (an arm of the Atlantic): contains the 
New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens in 
the west, many resorts (notably Coney Island), and 
two large airports (La Guardia and John F. Kennedy), 
Area: 4462 sq km (1723 sq miles) 

longitude Clond3i,tjutd, n 1 distance in 
degrees east or west of the prime meridian at o° 
measured by the angle between the plane of the 
prime meridian and that of the meridian through 
the point in question, or by the corresponding time 
difference. See latitude (sense s) 2 astronomy short 
for celestial longitude 

• srvmoLooy ci4: from Latin longittidO length, from 
longus LONG' 

longitudinal (londy'tju:chn°1„long-) adj 1 of or 
relating to longitude or length 2 placed or extended 
lengthways. Compare transverse (sense I) 3 psychol 
(of a study of behaviour) carried on over a protracted 
period of time > longitudinally ado 

longitudinal wave n a wave that is propagated 
in the same direction as the displacement of the 
transmitting medium. Compare transverse wave 

long jenny n billiards an in-off up the cushion into 
a far pocket. Compare short jen ny 

e ETYMOLOGY from jenny, pet form of Janet 
long johns pin informal underpants with long legs 
long jump n an athletic contest in which 

competitors try to cover the farthest distance 
possible with a running jump from a fixed board or 
mark. Former Austral, US, and Canadian equivalent: 
broad jump > long jumping n 

longleaf pine (Ion,Illf ) n a North American pine 
tree, Plnuspalustris, with long needle-like leaves and 
orange-brown bark: the most important timber tree 
of the southeastern US 

long lease n (in England and Wales) a lease, 
originally for a period of over as years, on a whole 
house of low rent and ratable value, which is the 
occupants' only or main residence.The leaseholder 
is entitled to buy the freehold, claim an extension 
of so years, or become a statutory tenant 

Longleat House ('lonli:t) n an Elizabethan 
mansion near Warminster in Wiltshire, built 
(from 1568) by Robert Smythson for Sir John Thynne; 
the grounds, landscaped by Capability Brown, now 
contain a famous safari park 

long leg n cricket a a fielding position on the leg side 
near the boundary almost directly behind the 
batsman's wicket b a fielder in this position 

long-legged ('lon,legd,-,legid) adj 1 having long legs 
2 informal (of a person or animal) able to run fast 

long list chiefly Brit i> n 1 a list of suitable applicants 
for a job, post, etc, from which a short list will be 
selected Bob long-list 2 (tr) to put (someone) on a 
long list 

long-lived ad.) having long life, existence, or 
currency > long-livedness n 

Long March n the Long March a joumey of about 
1OOOO km (6000 miles) undertaken (1934-35) by 
some s00000 Chinese Communists when they 
were forced out of their base in Kiangsi in SE China. 
They made their way to Shensi in NW China; only 
about 8000 survived the rigours of the journey 

long mark n another name for macron 
long measure n another name for linear measure 
long metre n a stanzaic form consisting of four 

octosyllabic lines, used esp for hymns 
long moss n another name for Spanish moss 
longneck ('lonnek) n US, Canadian, and Austral 

a a 330-mi beer bottle with a long narrow neck 
b (as modifier): a longneck bottle 

Longobard ('longaboid) n, pi -bards or-bardi 
(-,ba:di) a rare name for an ancient Lombard 
> Longo'bardian orLongo'bardic ad) 

long-off n cricket a a fielding position on the off side 
near the boundary almost directly behind the bowler 
b a fielder In this position 

long-on n cricket a a fielding position on the leg side 
near the boundary almost directly behind the 
bowler b a fielder in this position 

Long Parliament n English history 1 the Parliament 

summoned by Charles I that assembled on Nov 3, 

1640, was expelled by Cromwell in 1653, and was 

finally dissolved in 1660. See also Rump Parliament 

2 the Cavalier Parliament of 1661-79 3 the 

parliament called in Henry IV's reign that met from 

March i to Dec 22,1406 
long pig n obsolete human flesh eaten by cannibals 

• ETYMOLOGY translation of a Maori and Polynesian 

term 
long-playing adj of or relating to an LP (long-

playing record) 
long primer n (formerly) a size of printer's type, 

approximately equal to to point 

long purse n informal wealth; riches 

long-range adj 1 of or extending into the future: 

a long-range weather forecast 2 (of vehicles, aircraft, etc) 

capable of covering great distances withoutrefuelling 

3 (of weapons) made to be fired at a distant target 

longs (lonz) pl n 1 full-length trousers 2 long-dated 

gilt-edged securities 3 finance unsold securities or 

commodities held in anticipation of rising prices 
long s n a lower-cases, printed f, formerly used in 
handwriting and printing. Also called: long ess 

longship clon,(ip) n a narrow open vessel with oars 
and a square sail, used esp by the Vikings during 
medieval times 

longshore Clothfo:) adj situated on, relating to, 
or along the shore 

• arm otocv C19: shortened form of alongshore 
longshore drift n the process whereby beach 
material is gradually shifted laterally as a result 
of waves meeting the shore at an oblique angle 

longshoreman ('lonfo:man) n, pi -men US and 
Canadian a man employed in the loading or 
unloading of ships. Also called (in Britain and 
certain other countries): docker 

long shot n 1 a competitor, as in a race, considered 
to be unlikely to win 2 a bet against heavy odds 3 an 
undertaking, guess, or possibility with little chance 
of success 4 films, television a shot where the camera 
is or appears to be distant from the object to be 
photographed 5 by a long shot by any means: he still 
hasn't finished by a long shot 

long-sighted ad) 1 related to or suffering from 
hyperopia 2 able to see distant objects in focus 
3 having foresight > long-'sightedly adv ,Iong-
4sightedness n 

Longs Peak n a mountain in N Colorado, in the 
Front Range of the Rockies: the highest peak in 
the Rocky Mountain National Park. Height: 4345 m 
(14255 ft) 

longspur (7on,spa:) n any of various Arctic and 
North American buntings of the genera Calcarius and 
Rhyncophanes, all of which have a long daw on the 
hind toe 

long-standing adj existing or in effect for a long time 
long-suffering adj 1 enduring pain, unhappiness, 

etc, without complaint t> n also long-sufferance 
2 long and patient endurance > ,Iong-'sufferingly adv 

long suit n la the longest suit in a hand of cards 
b a holding of four or more cards of a suit 2 informal 
an outstanding advantage, personal quality, or talent 

long tail n commerce the segment of a market 
representing the large number of products that 
sell in small quantities, considered by some to be 
of greater financial value than the few products 
that sell in very large quantities 

• E-rvmo too), c21: from the appearance of typical sales 
patterns on a graph 

long-tailed cuckoo n another name for koekoea 
long-tailed tit n a small European songbird, 

Aegithalos caudatus, with a black, white, and pink 
plumage and a very long tail: family Paridae (tits) 

long-term adj 1 lasting, staying, or extending over 
a long time: long-term prospects 2 finance maturing 
after a long period of time: a long-term bond 

long-termism n the tendency to focus attention 
on long-term gains 

long-term memory n psychol that section of the 
memory storage system in which experiences are 
stored on a semipermanent basis. Compare 
short-term memory 
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