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The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a
number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer.
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when you consider the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference
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352

dick \'dik\ n [Dick, nickname for Richard] (1553) 1 chiefly Brit : FEL-

dick e diesel engine

LOW, CHAP 2 : PENIS — usu. considered vulgar
alter.] : DETECTIVE
dick-cis-sel \dik-'sis-al, "dik-,\ n [imit.] (ca. 1886) : a common migratory
black-throated finch (Spiza americana) of the central U.S.
dick-ens \.'dik-anz\ n [ELrlzphemisrn] (1598) : DEVIL, DEUCE
'dick-er \'dik-ar\ n [ME dyker, fr. L decuria quantity of ten, fr. decem
ten — more at TEN] (13c): the number or quantity of 10 esp. of hides

or skins
dicker vi dicksered; dickeer-ing \'dik-(2-)rin\ [origin unknown] (1802)

3 [by shortening &

: BARGAIN
3dicker n (1823) 1: BARTER 2 : an act or session of haggling or bar-
ainin
d%ck-eygor dicky also dick-ie \'dik-&\ n, p! dickeys or dick-ies [Dicky,
nickname for Richard] (1753) 1 : any of various articles of clothing:
as a: a man's separate or detachable shirtfront b : a small fabric
insert worn to fill in the neckline 2 chiefly Brit a: the driver's seat in
a carriage b : a seat at the back of a carriage or automobile 3 : a
small bird
Dick test \'dik-\ n [George F. Dick and Gladys H. Dick] (ca. 1925): a
test to determine susceptibility or immunity to scarlet fever by an injec-
tion of scarlet fever toxin
di-clismous \()di-'kli-nas\ adj (1830) : having the stamens and pistils in
separate flowers
di-cot \'di-kat\ n (1830) : DICOTYLEDON
di-cot-y-le-don \,di-kt-"I-"ed->n\ n [NL] (1877) : a plant with two seed
leaves : a member of the one (Dicotyledones) of the two subclasses of
angiospermous plants that comprises those with two cotyledons — di-
cot-y-le-don-ous \-’n-as\ adj
di:cou-ma-rin \(")di-'kii-mo-ron\ n (ca. 1727) : DICUMAROL
diccrotric \di-'krit-ik\ adj [Gk dikrotos, fr. di- + krotos rattling noise,
beat, fr. krotein to beat; akin to OE hrindan to push] (ca. 1811) 1: of
the pulse : having a double beat 2 : being or relating to the second
part of the arterial pulse occurring during diastole of the heart or of an
arterial pressure recording made during the same period — discro-tism
\'di-kra-,tiz-om\ n
Dic-ta-phone \'dik-to-,fon\ trademark — used for a dictating machine
'dic-tate \'dik-tat, dik-"\ vb dic-tat-ed; dicetateing [L dictarus, pp- of
dictare to assert, dictate, fr. dictus, pp. of dicere to say — more at DIC-
TION] vi (1592) 1: to give dictation 2 : to speak or act domineer-
ingly : PRESCRIBE ~ vt 1: to speak or read for a person to transcribe
or for a machine to record 2 a: toissue as an order b: to impose,
ronounce, or specify authoritatively
dic-tate \'dik-tat\ n (1594) 1 a: an authoritative rule, prescription,
or injunction b : a ruling principle ¢according to the ~s of his con-
science) 2: acommand by one in authority
dictating machine n (1939): a machine used esp. for the recording of
human speech for transcription
dic-ta-tion \dik-'ta-shon\ n (1656) 1 a : PRESCRIPTION b : arbitrary
command 2 a (1): the act or manner of uttering words to be tran-
scribed (2) : material that is dictated or transcribed b (1) : the
performing of music to be reproduced by a student (2) : music so
reproduced
dic-ta-tor \'dik-tat-or, dik-"\ n [L, fr. dictatus] (14c) 1 a: a person
granted absolute emergency power; esp : one appointed by the senate
of ancient Rome b : one holding complete autocratic control ¢: one
ruling absolutely and often oppressively 2: one that dictates
dictasto-ri-al \,dik-to-"tor-8-sl, -'tor-\ adj (1701) 1 a: of, relating to,
or befitting a dictator (~ power) b: ruled by a dictator 2: oppres-
sive to or contemptuously overbearing toward others : arrogantly
domineering — dicstastorri-ally \-é-2-18\ adv — dic-ta-to-ri-al-ness r
Syl DICTATORIAL, MAGISTERIAL, DOGMATIC, DOCTRINAIRE, ORACULAR
mean imposing one’s will or opinions on others. DICTATORIAL stresses
autocratic, high-handed methods and a domineering manner; MAGIS-
TERIAL stresses assumption or use of prerogatives appropriate to a
magistrate or schoolmaster in forcing acceptance of one’s opinions;
DOGMATIC imlplies being unduly and offensively positive in laying
down princip es and expressing opinions; DOCTRINAIRE implies a dis-
position to follow abstract theories in framing laws or policies affect-
ing people; ORACULAR implies the manner of one who delivers opin-
_ions in cryptic phrases or with Jpompous dogmatism.
die-ta-tor-ship \dik-'tat-ar-ship, ‘dik-\ n (1542) 1 : the office of dicta-
tor 2 : autocratic rule, control, or leadership 3  a: a form of gov-
ernment in which absolute power is concentrated in a dictator or a
small clique b : a government organization or group in which abso-
lute power is so concentrated ¢: a despotic state
dic-tion \'dik-shan\ n [L diction-, dictio speaking, style, fr. dictus, pp. of
dicere to say; akin to OE téon to accuse, L dicare to proclaim, dedicate,
Gk deiknynai to show, diké judgment, right] (1581) 1 obs : verbal
description 2 : choice of words esp. with regard to correctness, clear-
ness, or effectiveness 3 a: vocal expression : ENUNCIATION b : pro-
nunciation and enunciation of words in singing — dic-tion.al \-shnal,
-shan-°I\ adj — dic-tion-al.ly \-&\ adv
dicetio-nary \'dik-sho-ner-8\ n, pl -nardes [ML dictionarium, fr. LL
diction-, dictio word, Ir. L, speaking] (1526) 1 : a reference book con-
taining words usu. alphabetically arranged along with information
about their forms, pronunciations, functions, etymologies, meanings,
and syntactical and idiomatic uses 2 : a reference boo listing alpha-
betically terms or names important to a particular- subject or activity
along with discussion of their meanings and applications 3 : a refer-
ence book giving for words of one language equivalents in another 4
: alist (as of phrases, synonyms, or hyphenation instructions) stored in
machine-readable form (as on a disk) for reference by an automatic
system (as for information retrieval or computerized typesetting)
dic-tum \'dik-tam\ n, pl dic-ta \-ta\ also dictums [L, ﬁ neut. of dictus]
(ca. 1706) 1 : a formal authoritative pronouncement of a principle,
proposition, or opinion 2 : a judicial opinion on a point other than
the precise issue involved in detérmining a case
diety- or dictyo- comb form [NL, fr. Gi dikty-, diktyo-, fr. diktyon, fr.
dikein to throw] : net {dictyosteley {(dictyosome)
dic-tyo-some \'dik-te-3-s6m\ n (ca. 1930) : GOLGI BODY
dictyosstele \'dik-te-o-stél, ,dik-té-a-'sté-18\ n (ca. 1902) : a stele in
which the vascular cylinder is broken up into a longitudinal series or
network of vascular strands around a central pith (as in many ferns)

S

ol also di ol \di-'k(y)ii-ma-,rol, -,rol\ n [di- + ¢y
rin + -ol] (1943) : a crystalline compound C;H,,0, orig. “btaim“'
from spoiled sweet clover hay and used to delay clotting of bloog g
in preventing and treating thromboembolic disease .
discysclic \("di-'si-klik, -"sik-lik\ adj (ca. 1899) ; BICYCLIC 2
did "past of DO

di-dact \'di-dakt\ n [back-formation fr. didactic] (1954) : a didagg,

erson

I-dac-tic \di-'dak-tik, da-\ adj [Gk didaktikos, fr. didaskein to teagh
(1658) 1 a: designed or intended to teach b : intended to comS]
instruction and information as well as pleasure and entertainmen; i)

: making moral observations — di-dac-ti-cal \-ti-kal\ adj — did 1
cally \-é-k(a-)lé\ adv — di-dac-ti-cism \-ta-,siz-am\ n SiE
dirdacstics \-tiks\ n pl but sing or pl in constr (ca. 1846) : SYStemg
instruction : PEDAGOGY, TEACHINGS I

di-dap-per \'di-dap-ar\ n [ME dydoppar, prob. alter. of OE diife,
pelican, fr. difan to dive + -doppa ékin to OE dyppan to dip d‘{:pp”
— more at DIVE, DIP] {14c) : a small grebe (as a dabchick) bt
did-dle \'did-’I\ vb did-dled; did-dling \'did-lin, -*I-in\ [origin unknoy,
vi (1786) 1: DAWDLE, FOOL 2 : FIDDLE TOY — usu. used with W."'hl
{diddled with the machine until it broke) ~ vt 1 chiefly dial: to Moy,
with short rapid motions 2 : to waste (as time) in trifling 3 ; HQA;
SWINDLE — did-dler \'did-lar, -*I-ar\ n :
did-ger-i-doo \'dij-a-re-dii, ,dij-3-ré&-"\ n [origin unknown] ( 1924) ,
larg'e bamboo or wooden trumpet of the Australian aborigines g
didn’t \'did-°nt, -*n, dial also 'dit->n(t) or ()dint\ : did not
di-do \ did-(,)o\ #, p! didoes or didos [origin unknown] (1807) 1 Vi
mischievous or L‘africious act : PRANK, ANTIC — often used ip the

hrase cut didoes 2 : something that is frivolous or showy
isdo \'did-(,)o\ n [L, fr. Gk Did6] : a legendary queen of Carthage jy
Vergil's Aeneid who kills herself when Aeneas leaves her

didst \()didst, ()ditst\ archaic past 2d sing of DO
di:dymsisum \di-'dim-é-om\ n [NL, fr. Gk didymos double, twin, testicle
fr. dyo two — more at Two] (1842) : a mixture of rare-earth elemen,
made up chiefly of neodymium and praseodymium and used €sp, for
coloring glass for o;_:tical filters

di-dyn-a-mous \()di-'din-a-mas\ adj [deriv. of Gk di- + dynamis Power
— more at DYNAMIC] (1794) : having four stamens disposed in pairs of
unequal length (srm_pdralgons are ~)

'die \'di\ vi died; dy-ing \'di-in\ [ME dien, fr. or akin to ON deyja to die;
akin to OHG touwen to die, OlIr duine human being] (12¢) 1: to pass
from physical life : EXPIRE 2 : to pass out of existence : CEASE (their
anger died at these words) 3 a : to suffer or face the pains of death
b : SINK, LANGUISH {dying from fatigue)} ¢ : to long keenly or desper.
ately (dying to go} 4 a: to pass into an inferior state or situation
(they have developed competence which we... must utilize lest it

wither and ~ —Ruth G. Strickland) b: sToP{the motor died> 5: to

cease to be subject : become indifferent {~ to worldly things) — di
hard 1: to belong in dying (such rumors die hard ¥ "2 : to continue
resistence against hopeless odds (hard-shell conservatism dies hard )
2die \'di\ n, pl dice \'dis\ or dies \'diz\ [ME dee, fr. MF dé] (14c) 1pl
dice : a small cube marked on each face with from one to six spots and
used usu. in pairs in various games and in gamblin§ by being shaken
and thrown to come to rest at random on a flat surface 2 pl usu dice
: something determined by or as if by a cast of dice : CHANCE 3 pl dies
: DADO la 4 pl dies : any of various tools or devices for imparting a
desired shape, form, or finish to a material or for impressing an object
or material: as a (1) : the larger of a pair of cutting or shaping tools
that when moved toward each other produce a desired form in or im-
press a desired device on an object by pressure or by a blow (2):a
device composed of a pair of such tools b : a hollow internally
threaded screw-cutting tool used for forming screw threads c¢: acul-
ter to cut out blanks d : a mold into which molten metal or other
material is forced e: a perforated block through which metal or plas-
tic is drawn or extruded for shaping
3die vt died; die-ing (1703) : to cut or shape with a die
die-back \'di-,bak\ n (ca. 1886) : a condition in woody plants in which

eripheral parts are killed esp. by parasites
isecious var of DIOECIOUS

die down vi (1834) : DIMINISH, SUBSIDE {the storm died down)
die-hard \'di-hird\ n (1912) : an irreconcilable opponent of change
{party ~s who allow no concession of any kind)

die-hard \'di-,hird\ adj (1871) : strongly resisting change : completely
and determinedly fixed {a ~ conservative) — die—hard-ism \-,iz-am\ n

di-el \'di-al, -,el\ adj [irreg. fr. L dies day + E -al] (ca. 1935) : involving
a 24-hour period that usu. includes a day and the adjoining night (~
fluctuations in temperature

diel-drin \'dé(a)l-dran\ n [Diels-Alder reaction (an addition reaction
forming a 6-membered ring), after Otto Diels & Kurt Alder] (ca. 1949)
:Can?:ilt%crystalline persistent chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticide

8

di-éiec»tri% \,di-a-"lek-trik\ n [dia- + electric] (1837) : a nonconductor
of direct electric current — dielectric adj
dielectric heating n (1944) : the rapid and uniform heating throughout
a nonconducting material by means of a high-frequency electromag-
netic field
dicen-ceph-a-lon \,di-an-'sef-a-lin, ,di-(Jen-, -lan\ n [NL, fr. dia- +
encephalonl (ca. 1883) : the posterior subdivision of the forebrain —
called also betweenbrain — di-en-ce-phal-ic \-sa-"fal-ik\ adj
di-ene \'di-,en\ n [di- + -ene] (1917): a compound containing two dou
ble bonds between carbon atoms; esp : DIOLEFIN
die—off \'di-,0f\ 1 (1936) : a sudden sharp decline of a population (as of
rabbits) that is not caused directly by human activity (as hunting)

die off \()di-'of\ vi (1697) : to die sequentially either singly or in num-
bers so that the total number is greatly diminished

die out vi (1853) : to become extinct

di-er-e-sis var of DIAERESIS

die-sel \'d&-zal, -sal\ n [Rudolf Diesel] (1894) 1 : DIESEL ENGINE 2: 8
vehicle driven by a diesel engine £

diesel-electric adj (1914) : of, relating to, or employing the combina-
tion of a diesel engine driving an electric generator {a ~ locomotive)

diesel engine n (1894) : an internal-combustion engine in which air is
compressed to a temperature sufficiently high to ignite fuel injected
into the cylinder where the combustion and expansion actuate a piston

+ o \'dez-(a-)lip, 'dés-\ n (ca. 1955) :
dje's_el';lgg}-gnmbustigon engine after the igni
’?nm]tize \'de-za-liz, 'de-sa-\ vi -ized; -iz.ij
d"?’sel' engine O With electric locomotives
df\ifﬂed by diesel engines — die-sel-iza.f|

s\ o \'di-sin-kar\ n (1815) : one that
diesitke i‘i';sink-ip s

dies Trae \,dé-(,)a-"s&-,ra\ n [ML, day of wr;
DireS ] (ca: 1805) : a medieval Latin hym|
m"m requiem masses, N

sung \di-a-538\ . pl diseses \-séz\ [NL, s

diesis A e mall interval, fr. Gk, fr. diignai
;zr:g’.ﬂ&; :end — more at JET] (ca. 1706) : p

jiester \'di-es-tar\ n (1935) : a compound
d]ire':g;mck \'di-stik\ n (1863) : a stock ta
Ehread:g \(")di-'es-tras\ n [NL, period of s
dl'es't;] (1942) : a period of sexual quiescey
fﬁg‘periods of estrus — diesstrous \-trag
odf \iiat\ n [ME diete, fr. OF, fr. L di
‘dj"e‘a\?ilta,!;an[ner of living, fr. dia- + -a|
d'gu)’ 1 “a: food and drink regularly pro
o | nourishment ¢ : the kind and amg
hmﬁm or animal for a special reason 2
ﬁcgnually (as for use or enjoyment) <a A
7 htclubs —Frederick Wyatt)
z.;l‘lgt yt(14c) 1: to cause to take food : F|
1g“k sparingly or according to prescribed
dnaccording to prescribed rules — di-et-er
,g{e' n [ML dieta, day’s journey, assembly
pery] (15¢) 1 : a formal deliberative as
2+ any of various national or provincial leg
dietary \'di-a-ter-8\ a, pl di-etar-ies (15c)
food available to or eaten by an individual,
wietary adj (1614) : of or relating to a diet
dllij-‘fll;- \di-o-"ter-2-18\ adv
d?elary law n (ca. 1930) : one of the laws
that permit or Prohibit certain foods
dietetic \di-o-'tet-ik\ adj (1579) 1: of or
for use in special diets — di-etet-i=cal-ly \-i-
dietetics \-"tet-iks\ n_pl but sing or pl in c
art of applying the principles of nutrition t
diether \(‘)di-&-thar\ n (1950) : a chemig]
oxygen with ether linkages .
di-etheyl.car-bam-azine \,di-eth-al-kir-'bam
+ carboxy- + amide + azine] (1948) : al
in the form of its crystalline citrate C,H,
filariasis in man and large roundworms in ¢
dicetheyl ether \(,)di-eth-al-\ n (ca. 1930): E
di-etheylstil-bes-trol \-stil-"bes-,trol, -,trol\
cr{slallilne sy?bther.iziI compound CjgHy0,
called also stilbestro
di-etistian or di-eti-cian \,di-a-'tish-an\ n [}
1846) : a specialist in dietetics
dififer \'dif-or\ vi dif-fered; dif-fer-ing \-(a-)
L; MF differer to postpone, be different, f
to carry — more at BEAR] (14¢) 1 a:
ture, form, or characteristics {the law of o
other) b : to change from time to time
other : VARY 2: to be of unlike or oppos
~ on religious matters)
idiffer-ence \'dif-orn(t)s, 'dif-(-)ran(t)s\ n
state of being different b : an instance of
(uality ¢ archaic : a characteristic that
other or from the average d: the eleme
distinguishes contrasting situations 2 :
in preference 3 a : disagreement in o
instance or cause of disagreement 4: th
things differ in quantity or measure; spec
significant change in or effect on a situatio:
“difference vt -enced; -enc«ing (15¢c) : DIFFE
dif-fer-ent \'dif-arnt, 'dif-(-)ront\ adj [M
prp. of differre] (14c) 1 : partly or total
uality : DISSIMILAR {could hardly be m
?mmj than, or chiefly Brit. to {small, neat
tain’s tottery characters —R. L. Stevens
was twenty-five years ago —N. M. Pu
the ... one under which we live —Sir Wi
same: as  a : DISTINCT {~ age groups)
the class) ¢ : ANOTHER {did not like the
~!channel) 3 : UNUSUAL, SPECIAL {she w:
entness n
Syn DIFFERENT, DIVERSE, DIVERGENT, DISPA!
kind or character. DIFFERENT may imply
but it may also imply contrast or con
VERSE implies both distinctness and m
Interests as dancing and football) DIVER
from each other and unlikelihood of ul
tion {(went on to pursue two very divergej
sizes incongruity or incompatibility {dil
¥ARIOU§ S{)resses the number of sorts or
een triex
Usage Numerous commentators have
spite of its use since the 17th century
names in English literature. It is never!
fecommended in many of the handbook!
Different from, the generally recommen
;non a;:]d is even used in constructions
Smoothly,
differ.en.fia \‘dif-a-'ren-ch(é-)a} R, gl
ence, fr. different-, differens] (1690)
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