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bit-slice architecture 
bit-slice architecture /,bit sla1s 
'o:k1tektJ;;i/, bit-slice design /,bit sla1s d1 
'zam/ noun the construction of a large word 
size CPU by joining a number of smaller 
word size blocks o The bit-slice design uses 
four four-bit word processors to make a 
sixteen-bit process01: 

bit-slice microprocessor /,brt sla1s 
'ma1kr;;iupr;;iuses;;i/, bit-slice processor 
/,bit sla1s 'pr;;iuses;;i/ noun a large word 
size CPU constructed by joining a number of 
smaller word size blocks o The bit-slice 
microprocessor uses four 4-bit processors to 
make a 16-bit word processo1: 

bits per inch /,bits p3: 'mtJ/ noun full 
form of BPI 
bits per pixel /,bits p3: 'p1ks(;;i)l/ noun 
full form of BPP 
bits per second /,bits p3: 'sebnd/ 
noun a measure of the number of binary 
digits transmitted every second. Abbr bps 
bit stream /'brt stri:m/ noun a binary data 
sequence that does not consist of separate, 
distinct character codes or groups 
bit stuffing /bit 'stAfIIJ/ noun the addi­
tion of extra bits to a group of data to make 
up the length required for transmission 
bit track /'bit trrek/ noun a track on a 
magnetic disk along which bits can be 
recorded or read back 
bitwise /'b1twa1z/ adverb carried out on 
each bit in a byte, one bit at a time 
BIX /,bi: a1 'eks/ noun a commercial online 
system founded by Byte magazine 

biz /biz/ noun a type of newsgroup that 
contains business discussions and opportuni­
ties (NOTE: For example 'biz.opportunities' 
contains messages from users that are 
offering ways of making money. Only the 
biz series of newsgroups are supposed to 
discuss commercial aspects: the rest of the 
newsgroups are for technical or academic 
discussion.) 
black and white /,blrek ;;in 'wait/ noun 
1. the use of shades of grey to represent 
colours on a monitor or display 2. an image 
in which each pixel is either black or white 
with no shades of grey 
BlackBerry /'blrekb;;iri/ trade name for a 
smartphone widely used in business for its 
wireless email, Internet and scheduling 
capability. i> CrackBerry 
black box /,blrek 'boks/ noun a device 
that performs a function without the user 
knowing how 

40 
black level /'blrek ,lev(;;i)I/ noun a level of 
a video signal that represents absolutely no 
light: total blackness 
black matrix /bhek 'me1tnks/ noun a 
CRT monitor tube in which the colour phos­
phor dots are surrounded by black for 
increased contrast 
black writer /'blrek ,ra,t;;i/ noun a printer 
in which toner sticks to the points hit by the 
laser beam when the image drum is scanned 
O A black writer produces sha11J edges and 
graphics, but large areas of black are muddy. 
blank cell /,blreIJk 'sell noun an empty 
cell in a spreadsheet 
blank character /blre!Jk 'krenkt;;i/ noun 
a character code that prints a space 
blank disk /blreIJk 'disk/ noun a disk that 
does not have data stored on it 
blanking /'blreIJkIIJ/ noun a state in which 
a screen displays nothing, in between two 
images or during the picture beam flyback 
blanking interval /'blreIJkIIJ , mt;;iv~l/ 
noun the period during which a screen 
displays nothing, in between two images or 
during the picture beam flyback 
blank instruction /blrel]k m'strAkJ;;in/ 
noun an instruction in a program that is only 
there to satisfy language syntax or to make 
up a block length 
blank string /blreIJk 'StnIJ/ noun same as 
null string 
blank tape /blreIJk 'te1p/ noun a tape that 
does not have data stored on it 
blast /blo:st/ verb 1. to write data into a 
programmable ROM device 2. to free 
sections of previously allocated memory or 
resources 
blast-through alphanumerics 
/,bla:st 0ru: ,relfanju:'menks/ plural noun 
characters that can be displayed on a video­
text terminal when it is in graphics mode 
blaudience /'bb:di;;ins/ noun a term 
meaning blog audience, refen-ing to the 
audience or readers of a blog 
bleed /bli:d/ noun 1. a line of printing that 
runs off the edge of the paper 2. a badly 
adjusted colour monitor in which colours of 
adjoining pixels blend 
bleeding edge /,bli:d11J 'ed3/ adjective 
used to describe technology that is very new 
and has not yet fully tested to see whether it 
works correctly 
blessed folder /,bles1d 'fauld;i/ noun the 
Apple Mac System Folder that contains files 
loaded automatically when the Mac is 
switched on 
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323 synthetic language 

output is true if either of two inputs is true, 
and fal se if both inputs are the same 
sync /s rIJk/ noun (Informal) □ in sync 
synchronised □ the two device are out of 
sync the two devices arc 1101 properly 
synchronised 
sync bit /s11Jk bit/ noun a transmitted bit 
u ed to synchronise devices 
sync character /s11Jk 'krenkt;i/ noun a 
1ransmitted character used to synchronise 
devices 
synchronisation I, ' 11Jkrnna,1ze1J(;i)n/, 
synchronization noun tho action of 
. ynchronising rwo or more devices 
synchronisation pulses /,s11:1kranm 
'ze,J(o)n ,PAI ,·d plural noun 1rnnsmi1ted 
pulses used 10 make sure that the receiver is 
synchronised with the transmiuer 
synchronise /'s11Jkr;i,na1z/, synchro­
nize verb to make sure that two or more 
devices or processes are coordinated in time 
or action 
synchronised dynamic RAM 
/,s11)krona1zd da1 ,nrem1k 'rrem/ noun full 
form of SDRAM 
synchroniser /'s11Jkrana1w/, synchro­
nizer noun a device that will perform a func­
tion when it receives a signal from another 
device 
synchronous /'s11Jkrnn;is/ adjective 
which runs in sync with something else 
(such as a main clock) 
synchronous cache / 's 11Jkran.is kref/ 
noun a high-speed secondary cache system 
used in many computers that use 1he 
Pentium processor chip 
synchronous computer /,s 11Jkrnmis 
k:im 'pju:L;,/ noun a ompmer in which each 
ac tion can only take place when :1 timing 
pulse arrives 
synchronous data link control 
/ , 11Jkrnnas 'de1t;i hIJk k;in,tr;iul/ noun 
full form of SDLC 
synchronous data network 
/, tl)kran.i 'de1t;i ,netw3:k/ noun a 
communications network in which all the 
actions throughout the network are 
controlled by a single timing signal 
synchronous DRAM /'s11Jkr:,n.i. 
drrem/ noun new high-speed memory tech­
nology in which the memory component 
work from the same clock signal as the mai n 
processor, so are synchronised 
synchronous Idle character 
/,SIIJkra.na 1a1d(;i)l 'kamkt;i/ noun a char­
acter transmitted by a DTE to ensure correct 

synchronisation when no other character is 
being transmitted 
synchronous mode /'s ,ukrnnas m aud/ 
noun a system mode In which operations 
and events are ynchronised wi th a cl ck 
signal 
synchronous network / ,srokrnn;is 
'nelw3:k/ noun a network in which all the 
links are synchronised with a single timing 
signal 
synchronous system /,s11Jkr::inas 
's1stam/ noun a system in which all devices 
are synchronised to a main clock signal 
synchronous transmission 
/, 1okrana trrenz 'm1J(;i)n/ noun the trnn -
mission of data from one device 10 ano1her, 
where both devices are controlled by the 
same clock, and the transmitted data is 
synchronised with the clock signal 
sync pulses /sHJk 'pAls ,z/ plural noun 
tran milted pulses used 10 make sure that the 
re eiver i. ynchronised with the trnn milter 
syntactic error / m,t rekl1k 'era/ noun a 
programming error in which the program 
statement doe not follow the . yntax of the 
language 
syntax /'smtreks/ noun grammatical rules 
which apply to a programming language 
syntax analysis /'smtreks ;i ,nrela 1 / 
noun a Lage in compilation whe,·e tate­
ments arc checked Lo see if they obey lhc 
rules of syntax 
syntax error /'smtreks ,era/ noun an 
e1rnr result ing from incorrect use of 
programming language syntax 
synthesis /'sm0:,srs/ noun the process of 
producing something artificially from a 
number of smaller elements 
synthesise /' rn0:>saaz/, synthesize 
verb Lo produce something artificially from a 
number of smaller elements 

' ... dcspile 1he fnc1 1hn1 speech cnn 110w he syn1hc­
sit.ed wilh very ncccplublc quality, 11 11 ii cm,vcys is 
li ngui~t,c infomuuion' IPdr.ro11i1/ Comp111u \llor/rll 

synthesised voice /, sm0;i a azd 'v rs/ 
noun speech crented by an eleclronic device 
that uses phonemes 
synthesiser /' 111O:isa1za/1 synthesizer 
noun a dcvi e whi h generates signals, 
sound or speech 
synthetic address /sm ,0et ak ;i'clrc ·/ 
noun a location used by a program produced 
by instructions within the program 
synthetic language /s rn,0ct 1k 
' la: ogw1cl3/ noun programming languuge in 
which the source program is written 
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electronic mail 
electronic mail /,elektrnnrk 'me1V noun 
same as email 
electronic mailbox /,elektromk 
'medboks/ noun a system for storing 
messages sent by email until the person to 
whom they were sent is ready to read them o 
When I log on to the network, I ahvays check 
my electmnic mailbox for new messages. 
electronic pen /,elektronrk 'pen/ noun 
1. a light pen or wand 2. a stylus used to 
draw on a graphics tablet ► also called elec­
tronic stylus 

122 

electronic point-of-sale /,elektromk 
,p:imt ;iv 'se1I/ noun full form of EPOS 
electronic publishing /,elektromk 
'pAbliJ11J/ noun 1. the use of desktop 
publishing packages and laser printers to 
produce printed matter 2. the process of 
using computers to write and display infor­
mation, as in viewdata 
electronic pulse /,elektronrk 'p,\ls/ 
noun a short voltage pulse 
electronics /,elek'tronrks/ noun the 
application of knowledge of electrons and 
their properties to manufactured products 
such as computers and telephones o the 
electronics induslty 
electronic shopping /,elektronrk 
'Jop11J/ noun a system of shopping from the 
home, using computerised catalogues and 
paying by credit card, by means of a home 
computer terminal 
electronic signature /,elektrnmk 
's19111tJ;-i/ noun a piece of text in code, 
attached to an email, that confirms the iden­
tity of its sender 
Electronics Industry Association 
Interface /,elektromks ,mcbstri ;i 
,s;iusie1J(;i)n 'mt;-ife1s/ noun a standard 
defining interface signals, transmission rate 
and power usually used to connect terminals 
to modems. Abbr EIA 
Electronics Industry Standards 
Association /,elektronrks , rnd;istri 
'st.end;idz ;i,s;iusie1J(;i)n/ noun full form 
of EISA 
electronic smog /,elektromk 'smog/ 
noun excessive stray electromagnetic fields 
and static electricity generated by large 
numbers of electronic equipment (NOTE: 
This can damage equipment or a person's 
health.) 
electronic stylus /,elektron1k 'sta1bs/ 
noun same as electronic pen 
electronic traffic /,elektronrk 'tnef1k/ 
noun data transmitted in the form of elec­
tronic pulses 

electronic wand /,elektronrk 'wonct/ 
noun same as electronic pen 
electrophotographic /,elektr;iu,faut;i 
'gr.ef1k/ adjective used to describe a 
printing technique used in many laser 
printers in which a laser beam creates an 
image on a charged drum (NOTE: The druni 
then attracts particles of line black toner to 
the charged areas and transfers the image 
to paper which is then passed near a 
heater to melt the toner on to the paper.) 
electrosensitive paper 1c 
,lektr;iusens1t1v 'pe1p;i/ noun metal­
coated printing paper which can display 
characters using locahsed heating with a 
special dol-matrix print head 
electrosensitive printing Ii 
,lcktr;iusens1t1v 'prrnl11J/ noun printing 
using electroscnsitive pnper 
electrostatic /r,lektr;iu'stIBt1k/ adjec­
tive used to describe devices using the prop­
erties of static electrical charge 
electrostatic printer /J,lektr;iustIBt1k 
'prmt;i/ noun a type of printer which forms 
an image on the paper by charging certain 
regions to provide character shapes and 
other images and using ink with an opposite 
charge which sticks to the paper where 
required. Also called electrographic 
printer 
electrostatic screen /J,lektr;iustIBtrk 
'skri:n/ noun a metal cage surrounding 
sensitive equipment and connected to earth 
to protect it from interference 
electrostatic storage /J,lektr;iustIBtrk 
'st;-i:nd3/ noun storage of data in the form 
of small electrically charged regions on a 
dielectric material 
electrothermal printer I! 
,lektr;iu03:m;il 'prmtg/ noun a printer th<1t 
uses a printing head with a dot matrix of 
heating elements to form characters on elec­
trosensitive paper 
elegant programming /,ehg;int ,pr;io 
'grIBmIIJ/ noun the writing of well-struc­
tured programs using the minimum number 
of instructions 
element /'ehm;int/ noun 1. a small part of 
an object which is made up of many similar 
parts 2. one number or cell of a matrix or 
array 
elementary /,eh'ment(;i)ri/ adjective 
made of many similar small sections or 
objects 
elevator /'ehve1t;i/ noun a small, square 
indicator displayed within a scroll bar that 
indicates where you are within a long docu-
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