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Eli Lilly’s weight loss and diabetes drug tops Keytruda as

world’s best-selling medicine

The therapy, marketed as Zepbound and Mounjaro, took the crown from Merck at a striking pace
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Merck, which has claimed bragging rights as the maker of the world’s best-selling

drug, Keytruda, since 2023, has officially been surpassed by Eli Lilly.

Lilly’s tirzepatide, marketed as Mounjaro for type 2 diabetes and Zepbound for

obesity, saw $10.1 billion in sales in the third quarter, the pharma giant said

Thursday, bringing year-to-date sales of the product to $24.8 billion.
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Merck, meanwhile, reported that Keytruda, a cancer immunotherapy, earned $8.1

billion in the third quarter, bringing year-to-date sales to $23.3 billion.

Tirzepatide took the crown ata striking pace — it was only approved for diabetes in

2022 and for obesity last year. In comparison, Keytruda became the best-selling

drug nine years after it was first approved.

Analysts polled by Visible Alpha currently predict that for the full year, tirzepatide

will bring in $32.2 billion, while Keytruda will bring in $31.8 billion.
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The rapid passing of the torch underlines the immense demand for GLP-1-based

drugs and the fierceness of the competition in the market. Even though Novo

Nordisk was earlier to market with its highly effective drugs, Ozempic and Wegovy,

Lilly is now widely seen as having surpassed Novo with a drug that can lead to even

greater weight loss.

The intensity of competition in the obesity market was on full display Thursday, as

Novo announced a takeover bid of biotech Metsera, which just a month ago said it

would enter an acquisition deal with Pfizer.

When reporting earnings Thursday, Lilly said it brought in total

billion predicted by analysts.
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FREE STORIES

revenue of $17.6 billion in the third quarter, greater than the $16.1

The company also said it’s raising its guidance for full-year sales to

Appeals court judges

seem skeptical of Trump

administration’s defense

of capping NIH overhead

payments

S* FDA digital advisers

confront risks of therapy

chatbots, weigh possible

regulation

S* How Moderna, the

company that helped save

the world, unraveled

SPONSORED INSIGHT >

Treatment changes for

adults with heart failure

with left ventricular

ejection fraction 240%

S* Arena BioWorks, an

ambitious biomedical

institute backed by

billionaires, abruptly shuts

down

REPORTS >

2025 Edition: Ranking

Biotech’s Top Venture

Capital Firms

NEWLY

INDICATED

@
for your adult patients

with HF LVEF >40%?*

alee Ateeter leet)

left ventricular ejection fraction.

Already have an account?

Document title: Eli Lilly’s weight loss, diabetes drug tops Keytruda as world’s best-selling medicine
Capture URL: https://www.statnews.com/2025/10/30/eli-lilly-zepbound-mounjaro-bestselling-obesity-drug/
Capture timestamp (UTC): Fri, 07 Nov 2025 05:16:01 GMT Page 2 of 4

Ex. 2097-002

https://www.statnews.com/2025/10/30/eli-lilly-zepbound-mounjaro-bestselling-obesity-drug/


STATO a e
I< RW : SEE yee Cece ow

’ an 3 We We

= : the range of $63 to $63.5 billion, from a range of $60 to $62 billion

S+ How Moderna, the and its guidance for adjusted earnings per share to a range of

company that helped $23.00 to $23.70 froma rangeof $21.75 to $23.00. not initiate KERENDIAif serum potassium
is >5 mEq/L

save theworld, -e serum potassium periodically [i
Measure serum potassium periodically

unraveled Clarification: An earlier version of this story stated sales of Eli Lilly's during treatment with KERENDIA and
- - adjust dose accordingly. More frequent

ier i 'o Ky - monitoring may be necessary fortirzepatide had surpassed sales of Merck s Keytruda on a quarterly patients at risk for hyperkalemia,

including those on concomitant

medications that impair potassium
+ 2 cconace pete

basis. It was the second consecutive time it had done so. Tirzepatide

sales have now surpassed Keytruda on a year-to-date basis.
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