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The KH-4B Corona Reconaissance Satellite

The prehistory of Google Earth began in 2001 when a software development firm called Keyhole, Inc.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keyhole,_Inc), was founded in Mountain View, California, which happened also
to be Google's base of operations. Keyhole specialized in geospatial data visualization applications. The name
"Keyhole" paid homage to the original KH reconnaissance satellites, also known as Corona satellites
(http://historyofinformation.com/expanded.php?id=3144), which were operated by the U.S. between 1959 and
1972. Google acquired Keyhole in 2004, and Keyhole's Earth Viewer reached a wide public as Google Earth in
2005. Other aspects of Keyhole technology were incorporated into Google Maps. 
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Corona satellites:

The First of the Corona Satellite Series, America's First Imagining Satellite Program, is Launched
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