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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods are disclosed for forming a network (I) of nodes 

(A-H) from a plurality of nodes (A-H) and a plurality of 
potential transmission links (2) between respective nodes 

(A-H). Methods are also disclosed for adapting an initial 

mesh communications network configuration to a final mesh 

communications network communications configuration. 

Methods are also disclosed such that at least some of the 

changes to the initial mesh communications network con- 

figuration that are required as part of the adaptation to the 

final mesh communications network configuration form a 

group of changes such that all of the changes within the 

group can occur substantially simultaneously. Various other 
methods useful in or to a mesh communications network (I) 
are also disclosed herein. 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



Patent Application Publication Apr. 11, 2002 Sheet 1 of 6 US 2002/0042274 A1 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



Patent Application Publication Apr. 11, 2002 Sheet 2 of 6 US 2002/0042274 A1 

LcLki'M EGG~ 

S~ rzxk~ 

Ladon enon &ip 

hend~ 

HIP 

p jg. 2A 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



Patent Application Publication Apr. 11, 2002 Sheet 3 of 6 US 2002/0042274 A1 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



Patent Application Publication Apr. 11, 2002 Sheet 4 of 6 

FIG. 3 

US 2002/0042274 A1 

Available line of sight: 
Link: 

Before 

Available LoS: 4 Available LoS: 1 

Min MIP hops: 3 Min MIP hops:4 

Ccnngn~S~ l t NAB ~~~98~. &. 21K~IS 
C~~~ $, ~~' i. Q g I ~~~/ $~ l. Q gQ/g 

After 

Available LoS; 3 Available LoS 0 
Min M1P hops: 3 Min MIP hops: 4 

CCnvt~+ Sink: 23Kb)S ~~/ S~: 
~S~'2. LntA m~~ S~'-L 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



Patent Application Publication Apr. r. 11 2002 Sheet 5 of 6 US 2002/0042274 A1 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



PatentApplication Publication Apr. 11, 2002 Sheet 6 of 6 US 2002/0042274 A1 

Transmitter 

Time ~ 
Transmitter 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 Apr. 11, 2002 

COMMUNICATIONS MESHES 

[0001] The present application claims priority to U. S. 
Provisional Applications of Stephen Ades, Ser. Nos. 60/238, 
784, 60/306, 446, and 60/316, 281, the entirety of which are 
hereby incorporated into the present application by refer- 
ence. 

[0002] In one aspect, the present invention relates to a 
method of and apparatus for forming a network of nodes, 
particularly in the context of a communications mesh of 
interconnected nodes. In another aspect, the present inven- 
tion relates to methods of and apparatus for adapting a 
communications mesh. In another aspect, the present inven- 
tion relates to a mesh communications network. In yet 
another aspect, the present invention relates to a method of 
measuring the behaviour of a proposed mesh communica- 
tions network whilst operating an existing mesh communi- 
cations network. The present invention also relates to related 
software and hardware by which these methods are imple- 
mented. 

[0003] In this specification, various headings and sub- 
headings have been used. It should be noted that the head- 

ings and sub-headings have been used merely for reasons of 
clarity and convenience and are not intended to have any 
legal elfect. 

BACKGROUND 

[0004] In our International patent application WO-A-98/ 
27694, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein 

by reference, there is disclosed a communications apparatus 
comprising a network in the form of a "mesh" of intercon- 
nected nodes. Each node in the mesh can communicate with 
plural other nodes via individual respective point-to-point 
radio links between nodes by means of substantially unidi- 
rectional (i. e. highly directional) radio transmissions along 
the links, i. e. signals are not broadcast but are instead 
directed to a particular node with signals being capable of 
being passed in both directions along the link. The frequency 
used may be for example at least about 1 GHz. A frequency 
greater than 2. 4 GHz or 4 GHz may be used. Indeed, a 
frequency of 40 GHz, 60 GHz or even 200 GHz may be 
used. Beyond radio frequencies, other yet higher frequencies 
such as of the order of 100, 000 GHz (infra-red) could be 
used. In the preferred embodiment, each node in the mesh 
has plural antennas which provide plural potential point-to- 
point transmission links to other nodes. For example, each 
node may have four or eight antennas each respectively 
providing a link to another node. (It will be understood that 
in this context, "antenna" is to be construed broadly and 
includes any arrangement that can send or receive a highly 
directional beam. The plural antennas may for example be 
provided by plural physically discrete antennas that are 
individually selectable, by one or more physically steerable 
antennas, or by a phased array antenna. ) In an example, time 
division duplex (TDD) is used to alternate transmission and 
reception at the nodes by dividing transmission and recep- 
tion time frames into discrete timeslots. 

[0005] The primary advantages of this "mesh" approach 
are set out in WO-A-98/27694 and include the distribution 
of bandwidth across the mesh and its associated capacity 
advantages over alternative systems (such as point-to-mul- 
tipoint or broadcast systems); the availability of diverse 
tral5c paths to at least the majority of nodes, which poten- 

tially allows service to be maintained regardless of whether 
or not a particular node has failed, thereby giving high 
resilience; and the potential to supply dilferent nodes with 
widely varying levels of data tral5c without the need for 
more than one type of radio link, simply by using a variable 
number of data paths to carry the data tral5c. A wireless 
system has obvious advantages over a wired system in that 
it is not necessary to dig up roads, etc. to lay and maintain 
cables. 

[0006] At least some and more preferably most nodes in 
the fully established mesh of interconnected nodes will be 
associated with a subscriber, which may be a natural person 
or an organisation such as a company, university, etc. Each 
subscriber node will typically act as the end point of a link 
dedicated to that subscriber (i. e. as a source and as a sink of 
data traI5c) and also as an integral part of the distribution 
network for carrying data intended for other nodes. How- 
ever, an operator of the mesh network may initially deploy 
a set of "seed" nodes in a "seed network". A seed node will 
typically be a non-subscriber node (though it may later be 
converted into a subscriber node) that is placed by the 
network operator prior to olfering network services to poten- 
tial subscribers and will typically be deployed to be highly 
visible to a large number of potential subscribers. (The word 
"visible" and the phrase "line-of-sight" or similar will be 
used herein in the sense that when two nodes or sites are said 
to be "visible" to each other or to be in "line-of-sight" with 
each other, the nodes or nodes positioned at the sites can in 
principle communicate with each other wirelessly at the 
frequency or frequencies used in the network when suitable 
transmitting and receiving equipment is installed at the site. ) 
In the seed network, each node is visible to at least one other 
node. The seed network allows a suitable, minimum number 
of subscriber nodes to be connected to the mesh directly via 
these seed nodes when network services are olfered by the 
operator. The seed nodes will typically act only as transit 
nodes and not as either sources or sinks of network tral5c 
(whether for example user tral5c or network management 
traI5c). A seed node may in due course be associated with a 
subscriber and therefore become a subscriber node. 

[0007] Formation 

[0008] Once there has been established a suitable seed 
network or other set of nodes in which each node is in 

principle visible to at least one other node, it is necessary to 
select from all possible lines-of-sight between the nodes (i. e. 
potential wireless transmission links between the nodes) 
those which are most suitable for use as actual wireless 
transmission links between the nodes. This process will be 
referred to herein by the phrase "formation of a mesh" or 
similar. It will be understood that the process of formation 
of a mesh can be used for any mesh and may for example be 
used during initial formation of a mesh and during growth of 
a mesh, and may be applied repeatedly. It should be borne 
in mind that the problem of formation of a mesh of inter- 
connected nodes of the type disclosed in WO-A-98/27694 
and discussed above is a problem that does not arise in other 
network systems. For example, in a conventional telephone 
network or in for example the Internet, there already exists 
a network in which links exist between subscribers; network 
issues in such networks tend only to be concerned with the 
problem of routing from one subscriber to another in the 
existing network, taking into account the fact that some links 
may be faulty or otherwise unavailable. In contrast, given a 
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set of nodes which are to be connected to form a mesh of 
interconnected nodes as disclosed in our WO-A-98/27694 
and discussed above, typically the communication links for 
any one node can be set up to link that node to one (or other 
predetermined number) of many other nodes. In other 
words, there are many choices of ways of linking the nodes 
to provide a mesh. Therefore, one of the first problems to be 
addressed is how to form the mesh of interconnected nodes, 
i. e. given a set of nodes, how to determine which nodes 
should be provided with communication links to which other 
nodes. Such links should preferably be chosen such that 
these links provide adequate capacity for all data tral5c to be 
routed across these links. 

[0009] The problem of mesh formation will normally be a 
mathematically hard problem given the enormous number of 
potential links that will exist given a typical set of (uncon- 
nected) nodes and the fact that the number of combinations 
of potential communication links increases much more 
rapidly than the number of nodes. Moreover, not all topo- 
logically valid meshes will be suitable for use as a mesh 
network because of practical problems, such as for example 
the presence of a limited number of antennas available at 
each node, data traffic capacity limitations at each node or of 
the available RF spectrum (including a limitation on the 
number of timeslots available for transmission and recep- 
tion), and restrictions on the length of tral5c paths between 
the nodes (measured both in physical lengths of individual 
links and the number of transit nodes through which data 
passes from a source node to a target node). 

[0010] In one implementation of the mesh, the mesh will 
be a self-contained or "non-access" network, that is the 
network is not connected to any external network. Such a 
non-access network is useful for example as a local area 
network or a wide area network, which may for example be 
used by a single organisation to provide network services to 
its users. 

[0011] In the preferred implementation however, the mesh 
will typically be connected to an external network. For 
example, where the mesh is an access network, the external 
network will be a core network such as a trunk network. The 
point at which tral5c passes from the external network into 
the mesh and vice versa will be referred to herein as a trunk 
network connection point ("TNCP"); it will be understood 
that this term is to be construed broadly as a connection 
point to any external network and is not limited to connec- 
tion to a conventional trunk network. Special nodes, referred 
to in the specific description herein as mesh insertion points 
("MIPs"), will typically be placed by the network operator 
and will have an additional direct link (typically using any 
technology) to a TNCP. The process of mesh formation in 
such cases will normally need to ensure that all nodes in the 
mesh are connected (directly, or indirectly via other nodes) 
to a MIP. The process should also preferably ensure that 
adequate capacity is provided for all the data tral5c to be 
routed, taking into consideration the capacities of all links 
(using any technology) as far as the TNCP. In an alternative 
case or in only some parts of the network, a MIP and TNCP 
may be the same device, in which case the process of mesh 
formation remains the same as described herein. 

[0012] According to a first aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of forming a network of nodes 
from a plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential trans- 

mission links between respective nodes, at least one of the 
nodes being a connection node that provides a data connec- 
tion into and out of the formed network, and wherein for 
each node that is not a connection node there is a maximum 
number of links acceptable for a transmission path from said 
node to a connection node, each node in the formed network 
being able to communicate with at least one other node by 
a transmission link between said each node and said at least 
one other node, each of the nodes in the formed network 
other than said connection node or connection nodes being 
linked to at least one connection node by at least one 
transmission path that comprises either a single transmission 
link between the node and a connection node or respective 
transmission links between the node and a connection node 
via one or more intermediate nodes, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

[0013] for a node which is not a connection node and 
which has not been linked to a connection node: 

[0014] (a) where there is a single connection node, 
identifying all transmission paths from said node to 
said single connection node that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links or, where there are plural 
connection nodes, identifying all transmission paths 
from said node to any of said connection nodes that 
do not exceed said maximum number of links; 

[0015] (b) testing said paths against at least one 
criterion for acceptability until an acceptable path is 
found and providing links between the or each node 
on that acceptable path so that the or each node on 
that acceptable path is linked to a connection node by 
a transmission path which comprises either a single 
transmission link between the node and a connection 
node or respective transmission links between the 
node and a connection node via one or more inter- 
mediate nodes; and, 

[0016] (c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes 
which are not connection nodes and which have not 
been linked to a connection node. 

[0017] According to a second aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a method of providing a topology for 
a network of nodes and actual transmission links between 
nodes by determining which of a plurality of potential 
transmission links between the nodes should be made into 
actual transmission links between nodes, at least one node 
being a connection node that provides a data connection into 
and out of the formed network, and wherein for each node 
that is not a connection node there is a maximum number of 
links acceptable for a transmission path from said node to a 
connection node, each node in the formed network being in 
communication with at least one other node by a transmis- 
sion link between said each node and said at least one other 
node, each of the nodes in the formed network other than 
said connection node or connection nodes being linked to at 
least one connection node by at least one transmission path 
which comprises either a single transmission link between 
the node and a connection node or respective transmission 
links between the node and a connection node via one or 
more intermediate nodes, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

[0018] for a node which is not a connection node and 
which has not been linked to a connection node: 
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[0019] (a) where there is a single connection node, 
identifying all transmission paths from said node to 
said single connection node that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links or, where there are plural 
connection nodes, identifying all transmission paths 
from said node to any of said connection nodes that 
do not exceed said maximum number of links; 

[0020] (b) testing said paths against at least one 
criterion for acceptability until an acceptable path is 
found and flagging in a computer database or data 
structure a variable representing the or each node on 
that acceptable path to indicate that said the or each 
node on that acceptable path is linked to a connection 
node; and, 

[0021] (c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes 
which are not connection nodes and which have not 
been flagged as linked to a connection node; 

[0022] thereby to provide a dataset representing a topol- 
ogy for a network of the nodes and transmission links 
between the nodes. 

[0023] These first and second aspects allow formation of 
an access network that includes the nodes. There is provided 
a method which enables an operator to determine, in a finite 
and practically short time, how to link nodes to provide a 
desired degree of service to the nodes. In a typical embodi- 
ment, the result of the method will be a database or data 
structure that indicates or represents a topology showing for 
all nodes that can be connected into a mesh how they should 
be linked to other nodes. A network operator in practice can 
then take that database or data structure and implement a 

physical realisation of the mesh as generally described 
above and in our WO-A-98/27694 by linking actual nodes 
using actual transmission links in reliance on the topology 
indicated or represented by that database or data structure. 

[0024] In either aspect, each of the transmission links may 
be a wireless transmission link. Alternatively, some of the 
transmission links may be wireless transmission links and 
the remainder of the transmission links are cabled transmis- 
sion links. It will be understood that "cabled" is to be 
construed broadly to include any suitable tangible medium 
including for example wired connections, optical fibres, etc. 

[0025] In either aspect, steps (a) to (c) are preferably 
applied to nodes in descending order of expected data flow 
rate requirements for the nodes. Thus, in this embodiment, 
the nodes with the highest bandwidth requirements are 
connected first, thereby helping to minimise the bandwidth- 
. hops or bandwidth. distance product across the network. On 
average, the largest amounts of data will have the shortest 
distance to travel to and from a connection node. The "data 
flow requirements" may be for example the committed 
source rate or committed sink rate or the sum thereof for the 
nodes, optionally including a fixed or variable overhead for 
network management tral5c. 

[0026] The method may comprise the step of, after step (a) 
and before step (b), determining an order of priority of said 
paths and wherein in step (b) said paths are tested for 
acceptability in said order of priority. 

[0027] In the method, where at least some of the links are 
wireless transmission links, step (a) may comprise identify- 
ing all paths from said node to at least one connection node, 

and the order of priority of the paths may be determined in 
ascending order of the number of wireless transmission links 
in those paths. In this example, the nodes with the smallest 
number of wireless transmission links in a path to a con- 
nection node are connected first, again helping to minimise 
the bandwidth. hops or bandwidth. distance product across 
the network. 

[0028] In the method, step (a) may comprise identifying 
all paths from said node to at least one connection node, and 
the order of priority of the paths may be determined in 
ascending order of the total currently committed data flow 
rate of the connection nodes to which said paths lead. In this 
example, the connection node that has the lowest currently 
committed data flow rate is preferred, it being understood 
that the committed data flow rate of a connection node 
increases as nodes are linked to it during repeated iterations 
of the method. 

[0029] Where at least some of the links are wireless 
transmission links, the order of the paths may be determined 
in ascending order of the total physical length of the wireless 
transmission links within said paths. In this example, the 
path with the shortest total physical length of any wireless 
transmission links in the path is preferred. 

[0030] The order of the paths may be determined in 
descending order of the number of links in a path that form 
at least a portion of a path that has previously been deter- 
mined to be acceptable. In this example, when there are 
paths that have already been determined to be acceptable, 
there will be links on that path that are already committed to 
carrying data tral5c. When determining the order of paths, it 
is preferred that the largest possible number of previously 
committed links be re-used, so as to minimise the total 
number of links used at this stage of the network formation. 

[0031] In one preferred embodiment, the order of the paths 
is determined by applying these criteria in the following 
sequence: in ascending order of the number of wireless 
transmission links in those paths, in ascending order of the 
total currently committed data flow rate of the connection 
nodes to which said paths lead, in ascending order of the 
total physical length of any wireless transmission links in 
said paths, and in descending order of the number of links 
in a path that form at least a portion of a path that has 
previously been determined to be acceptable. In another 
embodiment, the order of the paths is determined by apply- 
ing these criteria in the following sequence: in ascending 
order of the total physical length of any wireless transmis- 
sion links in said paths, in ascending order of the total 
currently committed data flow rate of the connection nodes 
to which said paths lead, in ascending order of the number 
of wireless transmission links in those paths, and in descend- 
ing order of the number of links in a path that form at least 
a portion of a path that has previously been determined to be 
acceptable. 

[0032] In step (b) a path may be determined to be unac- 
ceptable if linking the or each node on that path to a 
connection node would exceed the maximum data tral5c 
flow rate for that connection node. 

[0033] In the formed mesh, transmissions to and from a 
connection node may take place during distinct timeslots, in 
which case it is preferred that in step (b) a path is determined 
to be unacceptable if linking the or each node on that path 
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to a connection node would exceed the number of timeslots 
available at that connection node. 

[0034] In the formed mesh, transmissions to and from a 
connection node may take place during distinct timeslots, in 
which case it is preferred that in step (b) a path is determined 
to be unacceptable if linking the or each node on that path 
to a connection node would exceed the number of timeslots 
available at any node on that path. 

[0035] The or each node on a path being tested in step (b) 
may have plural antennas, each antenna being capable of 
providing a respective wireless transmission link with 
another node, in which case it is preferred that a path is 
determined to be unacceptable in step (b) if linking the or 
each node on that path to a connection node would result in 
any of the nodes not having at least one free antenna. In this 
example, a path is rejected if it would result in any of the 
nodes on that path not having a free antenna. It is desirable 
for each node to have a free antenna which is not committed 
for use in normal operation of the network in order to allow 
actual signal or interference measurements to be made. 
Furthermore, having a free antenna enables verification that 
each line-of-sight proposed for use in the preferred "adap- 
tation" steps discussed further below is viable for use as a 
radio link. Having a free antenna also enables or at least 
simplifies verification that a link will operate correctly after 
an adaptation sequence has been elfected. Furthermore, a 
free antenna enables adaptation of a mesh without interrup- 
tion to tralfic flows. 

[0036] The or each node on a path being tested in step (b) 
may have plural antennas, each antenna being capable of 
providing a respective wireless transmission link with 
another node, in which case it is preferred that step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
to/from a node as unavailable for use in a path if that node 
is linked to a connection node and has only one free antenna 
or if that node is a connection node and has only one free 
antenna. This example prevents the method investigating the 
assignment of links to nodes which it is already known are 
not viable or preferred. 

[0037] Step (b) may comprise the further step of flagging 
all potential links between two nodes as unavailable for use 
in a path if both of said nodes are linked to a connection 
node. This example removes from consideration links 
between nodes which are no longer suitable because redun- 

dant paths are not allowed in this embodiment or at this stage 
of the method. 

[0038] Step (b) may comprise the further step of flagging 
all potential links between a node and a connection node as 
unavailable for use in a path if said node is linked to a 
connection node. This example again removes from consid- 
eration links between nodes which are no longer suitable 
because redundant paths are not allowed in this embodiment 
or at this stage of the method. 

[0039] It is preferred that prior to linking a node to a 
connection node, a check is made of all other nodes that have 
not been linked to a connection node to determine whether 
any of said other nodes would be made unconnectable to a 
connection node if said first node were linked to said 
connection node. It is preferred that said first node is not 
linked to a connection node if there are any nodes that would 
be made unconnectable to a connection node if said first 
node were linked to said connection node. 

[0040] The method may comprise the step of, prior to step 

(a), for a node that has a single potential link to another node, 
linking that node to another node using said single potential 
link and marking said single potential link as unavailable for 
use in another path. This is part of what is termed herein the 
"anti-orphan" procedure and prevents such nodes from 
being "orphaned" or cut olf from the rest of the mesh. 

[0041] The method may comprise the step of providing 
further links between at least some of the nodes so as to 
create redundant paths to a connection node for at least one 
of the nodes. In this preferred embodiment, redundant paths 
are added, preferably as far as possible so that as many nodes 
as possible have completely independent paths to the con- 
nection node in order to provide for resilience (in the sense 
that back-up paths are available in the event of the failure of 
any component in the primary path) and to provide for 
diversity (such that for example a large amount of data from 
one node can be divided into smaller amounts which are sent 
over dilferent paths). 

[0042] According to a third aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a method of forming a network of 
nodes from a plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential 
transmission links between respective nodes, each node in 
the formed network being able to communicate with at least 
one other node by a transmission link between said each 
node and said at least one other node, each of the nodes in 
the formed network being linked to at least one designated 
anchor node by at least one transmission path that comprises 
either a single transmission link between the node and a 
designated anchor node or respective transmission links 
between the node and a designated anchor node via one or 
more intermediate nodes, wherein all nodes in the formed 
network are linked to all other nodes, and wherein for each 
node that is not a designated anchor node there is a maxi- 
mum number of links acceptable for a transmission path 
from said node to a designated anchor node, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

[0043] for a node which is not a designated anchor and 
which has not been linked to a designated anchor node: 

[0044] (a) where there is a single designated anchor 
node, identifying all transmission paths from said 
node to said single designated anchor node that do 
not exceed said maximum number of links or, where 
there are plural designated anchor nodes, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to any of said 
designated anchor nodes that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links; 

[0045] (b) testing said paths against at least one 
criterion for acceptability until an acceptable path is 
found and providing links between the or each node 
on that acceptable path so that the or each node on 
that acceptable path is linked to a designated anchor 
node by a transmission path which comprises either 
a single transmission link between the node and a 
designated anchor node or respective transmission 
links between the node and a designated anchor node 
via one or more intermediate nodes; and, 

[0046] (c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes 
which are not designated anchor nodes and which 
have not been linked to a designated anchor node. 

[0047] According to a fourth aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a method of providing a topology for 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 Apr. 11, 2002 

a network of nodes and actual transmission links between 
nodes by determining which of a plurality of potential 
transmission links between the nodes should be made into 
actual transmission links between nodes, each node in the 
formed network being in communication with at least one 
other node by a transmission link between said each node 
and said at least one other node, each of the nodes in the 
formed network being linked to at least one designated 
anchor node by at least one transmission path which com- 
prises either a single transmission link between the node and 

a designated anchor node or respective transmission links 
between the node and a designated anchor node via one or 
more intermediate nodes, wherein all nodes in the formed 
network are linked to all other nodes, and wherein for each 
node that is not a designated anchor node there is a maxi- 
mum number of links acceptable for a transmission path 
from said node to a designated anchor node, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

[0048] for a node which is not a designated anchor node 
and which has not been linked to a designated anchor node: 

[0049] (a) where there is a single designated anchor 
node, identifying all transmission paths from said 
node to said single designated anchor node that do 
not exceed said maximum number of links or, where 
there are plural designated anchor nodes, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to any of said 
designated anchor nodes that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links; 

[0050] (b) testing said paths against at least one 
criterion for acceptability until an acceptable path is 
found and flagging in a computer database or data 
structure a variable representing the or each node on 
that acceptable path to indicate that said the or each 
node on that acceptable path is linked to a designated 
anchor node; and, 

[0051] (c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes 
which are not designated anchor nodes and which 
have not been flagged as linked to a designated 
anchor node; 

[0052] thereby to provide a dataset representing a topol- 
ogy for a network of the nodes and transmission links 
between the nodes in which all nodes in the formed network 
are linked to all other nodes. 

[0053] These third and fourth aspects allow formation of 
a self-contained or "non-access" network that includes the 
nodes and rely on analogous steps as for formation of an 
access network as described above in connection with the 
first and second aspects. If there is one anchor node, then 
these methods produce a fully interconnected set of nodes. 
In the case of more than one anchor node, then a fully 
interconnected set of nodes will be produced if the anchor 
nodes are themselves interconnected. This may be done by 
any means, before or after the application of the method. It 
may be done by applying the method described herein to a 
set of lines-of-sight between the anchor nodes. 

[0054] Preferred embodiments and detailed examples of 
these third and fourth aspects are generally analogous to 
those set out above for the first and second aspects described 
above. 

[0055] According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion there is provided a computer program comprising 
program instructions for causing a computer to perform the 
method as described above. 

[0056] According to yet another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a storage medium having stored 
thereon or therein a computer program as described above. 

[0057] The storage medium may be a computer memory. 
The storage medium may be a read-only storage medium. 
Suitable read-only storage media include a CD-ROM or a 
semiconductor ROM. The storage medium may be a rewrit- 
able storage medium. Suitable rewritable storage media 
include a hard or floppy magnetic disk and a rewritable CD. 

[0058] According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a computer programmed to 
carry out the method as described above. 

[0059] It will be understood that the term "computer" is to 
be construed broadly. The term "a computer" may include 
several distributed discrete computing devices or compo- 
nents thereof. 

[0060] In many radio systems, the radio transmission 
method divides the transmissions into one or more slots, 
such as a repeating pattern of timeslots in a TDD system, as 
briefly referred to above in relation to one of the preferred 
embodiments of the method of formation. Furthermore, a 
radio node with multiple antennas may be designed such that 
each timeslot can be used at most once for transmission or 
reception purposes within the whole node. The preferred 
formation method discussed further below calculates 
meshes that are compatible with such constraints by ensur- 

ing that each node is required to use no more than the total 
available number of timeslots. 

[0061] The preferred method of formation allows a num- 
ber of goals to be set for it, according to the requirements 
that an operator wishes to impose on the network. These 
include: 

[0062] 1. providing the capacity to carry specified 
levels of tralfic required to provide services to or 
between various nodes in the mesh; 

[0063] 2. providing back-up paths for such tralfic so 
as to avoid interruption of such services in the event 
of the failure of a mesh link or node; and, 

[0064] 3. restricting the positions of certain nodes 
within the overall mesh topology. 

[0065] An example of the third item mentioned above 
concerns nodes that are to be installed, de-installed or 
disrupted for maintenance purposes. The preferred forma- 
tion method allows these nodes to be positioned in the mesh 
such that trafflc to other nodes is not disrupted if these nodes 
are not operational. Thus, the preferred formation method 
can be operated to ensure that other trafflc can be carried by 
the mesh before installation, after de-installation or during 
maintenance. 

[0066] The meshes that are formed by the preferred 
method have the following components: 

[0067] 1. a set of radio links, or cabled links, or a 
combination of radio and cabled links, between 
nodes; 
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[0068] 2. for each of the radio links, the number of 
timeslots required in each direction; and, 

[0069] 3. a set of tral5c paths across the mesh, one or 
more per service according to the goals set for the 
formation method. 

[0070] The process of formation thus addresses the cal- 
culation of a mesh that will achieve one or more goals that 
are set for it. 

[0071] Providing for Peak Tral5c Load 

[0072] According to another aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a method of forming a network of 
nodes from a plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential 
transmission links between respective nodes, each node in 
the formed network being able to communicate with at least 
one other node by a transmission link between said each 
node and said at least one other node, wherein at least one 
of the nodes has a peak tral5c rate requirement for tral5c to 
another point in the network and said node has a primary 
tral5c path to said point in the network, the method com- 
prising the steps of: 

[0073] determining the tral5c capacity of said primary 
path; 

[0074] identifying other paths, other than said primary 
path, from said node to said point in the network such that 
the sum of the tral5c capacity of said primary path and the 
tral5c capacity of said other paths is equal to or greater than 
said peak tral5c rate requirement for said node; and, 

[0075] making said other paths available to carry tral5c 
from said node to said point in the network in addition to 
said primary path; 

[0076] whereby in the formed network if the tral5c rate for 
tral5c from said node to said point in the network exceeds 
the tral5c capacity of said primary path, the tral5c can be 
divided into discrete portions which are respectively deliv- 
ered over the primary path and said other paths to said point 
in the network. 

[0077] This method allows a peak tral5c rate to be olfered 
to a subscriber. It will be understood that, in practice, the 

peak tral5c rate can be olfered at some times, but that these 
times will depend entirely on other subscriber tral5c levels 
and on any incidences of failed equipment or links in the 
network. The preferred method makes use of what is 
referred to herein as "inverse multiplexing" which is a 

process in which a single stream of data that must be sent 
from A to B is divided at A into discrete portions, each 
portion is transmitted along one of the plural (i. e. primary 
and other) paths, and the portions are joined together at B to 
recreate the original stream. 

[0078] According to another aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a method of forming a network of 
nodes from a plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential 
transmission links between respective nodes, each node in 
the formed network being able to communicate with at least 
one other node by a transmission link between said each 
node and said at least one other node, wherein at least one 
of the nodes has a peak tral5c rate requirement for tral5c to 
another point in the network and each said node has a 

primary tral5c path plus zero or more other paths to each 
said point in the network, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

[0079] determining the tral5c capacity of each said path; 
and, 

[0080] adding in a prioritised order capacity to links in the 
network such as provide for the peak tral5c requirements at 
said nodes. 

[0081] This provides an alternative or additional method 
for allowing a peak tral5c rate to be olfered to a subscriber. 

[0082] Concatenation 

[0083] According to another aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a mesh communications network, the 
network comprising plural nodes and transmission links 
between the nodes, and wherein timeslots are allocated to 
the transmission links for transmission and reception of 
signals between the nodes over the links, wherein on at least 
one link at least two consecutive timeslots are allocated for 
transmission such that user tral5c is in use transmitted 
continuously over more than one timeslot on said at least one 
link. 

[0084] As discussed in more detail below, consecutive 
timeslots can be combined on a wireless transmission link 
where two or more timeslots are required in the same 
direction on that link such that additional capacity is pro- 
vided on that link or such that the number of timeslots 
required on that link can be reduced. 

[0085] Preferably, all timeslots have the same duration. 

[0086] Colouring 

[0087] "Colouring" is a term used herein to refer to the 
process of assigning timeslot numbers to each timeslot on a 
link in the mesh. This term is used herein because of the 
analogies that can be made with graph theory. It will be 
recalled that in the preferred implementation of the mesh, 
time is divided into discrete timeslots that are numbered 
within a time frame. For example, a wireless transmission on 
one wireless transmission link from a first node to another 
node may take place during timeslot 1; a wireless transmis- 
sion on another wireless transmission link from that first 
node to a dilferent other node may take place during 
subsequent timeslot 2; reception of a wireless transmission 
at the first node from another node may take place during 
timeslot 3; and so on. In what follows, the term "colours" is 
used to refer to these timeslot numbers such that dilferent 
timeslots in a time frame are notionally associated with a 
dilferent "colour". Given that at any particular node it is 
desired to avoid having reception from or transmission to 
other nodes taking place during the same timeslot numbers 
(i. e. it is preferred that any particular node is only either 
transmitting to or receiving from one other node only at any 
time instant), each link to and from the node in this embodi- 
ment must have a dilferent timeslot number or "colour". 
(This assumes that all transmissions and receptions take 
place at the same carrier frequency. A discussion of the more 
general case, in which dilferent frequency channels may be 
used, is given below. ) Thus, the problem of allocating 
timeslots to the links on the nodes is analogous to the known 
problem of colouring of a graph in graph theory. 

[0088] Colouring is the subject of copending patent appli- 
cation Ser. No. U. S. patent application no. (attorney ref. 
11765/284402), which is assigned to the assignee of the 
present application. 
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[0089] In that copending patent application, there is dis- 
closed a method of assigning timeslot numbers to timeslots 
used for transmission and reception of signals between 
nodes in a network of nodes in which each node is able to 
communicate with at least one other node by a transmission 
link between said each node and said at least one other node, 
at least some of the nodes having a respective transmission 
link to each of plural other nodes, each transmission of a 
signal over a link from a first node to a second node taking 
place during a timeslot, the method comprising the steps of: 

[0090] assigning timeslot numbers to each timeslot in 
sequence in ascending order of the number of available 
choices of timeslot number at each timeslot. 

[0091] In that copending patent application, there is also 
disclosed a method of assigning timeslot numbers to 
timeslots used for transmission and reception of signals 
between nodes in a network of nodes in which each node is 
able to communicate with at least one other node by a 
transmission link between said each node and said at least 
one other node, at least some of the nodes having a respec- 
tive transmission link to each of plural other nodes, each 
transmission of a signal over a link from a first node to a 
second node taking place during a timeslot, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

[0092] (a) identifying the node which has the greatest 
total number of timeslots to be used for transmission or 
reception of signals; 

[0093] (b) for the node identified in step (a), assigning 
a dilferent timeslot number to each of said timeslots at 
that node; 

[0094] (c) determining which of the timeslots that have 
not yet been assigned a timeslot number has the least 
available choices of timeslot number and assigning a 
timeslot number to that timeslot so determined; and, 

[0095] (d) repeating step (c) until all timeslots have 
been assigned a timeslot number. 

[0096] In step (a) of this aspect, if there are plural nodes 
having the same total number of timeslots to be used for 
transmission or reception of signals, then any of those nodes 
may be selected. 

[0097] In step (b) of this aspect, the timeslot numbers may 
be assigned arbitrarily. 

[0098] In that copending patent application, there is also 
disclosed a method of assigning timeslot numbers to 
timeslots used for transmission and reception of signals 
between nodes in a network of nodes in which each node is 
able to communicate with at least one other node by a 
transmission link between said each node and said at least 
one other node, at least some of the nodes having a respec- 
tive transmission link to each of plural other nodes, each 
transmission of a signal over a link from a first node to a 
second node taking place during a timeslot, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

[0099] (a) for each timeslot, setting a variable to have a 
value that is equal to twice the maximum number of 
timeslots numbers available; 

[0100] (b) identifying the node which has the greatest 
total number of timeslots to be used for transmission or 
reception of signals; 

[0101] (c) for the node identified in step (b), assigning 
a dilferent timeslot number to each of said timeslots at 
that node; 

[0102] (d) for each other timeslot sharing a node with 
the timeslots to which timeslots were assigned in step 

(c), reducing the value of the variable by a constant for 
each instance of said sharing of a node; 

[0103] (e) selecting the timeslot having the smallest 
value of the variable; 

[0104] (f) for each other timeslot sharing a node with 
the timeslot selected in step (e), reducing the value of 
the variable by a constant for each instance of said 
sharing of a node; 

[0105] (g) repeating steps (e) and (f) until all timeslots 
have been selected; and, 

[0106] (h) in order of the selection made in steps (e) to 

(g), assigning a timeslot number to each of the timeslots 
selected in steps (e) to (g). 

[0107] In step (b) of this aspect, if there are plural nodes 
having the same total number of timeslots to be used for 
transmission or reception of signals, then any of those nodes 
may be selected. 

[0108] In step (c) of this aspect, the timeslot numbers may 
be assigned arbitrarily. 

[0109] In any of these aspects, the timeslot number that is 
assigned to a timeslot is preferably the first timeslot number 
which is free at the nodes at both ends of the timeslot. 

[0110] A timeslot number may be determined to be avail- 
able taking into account interference that might arise in use 
on one link as a result of transmission on another link. 

[0111] When assigning a timeslot number to a timeslot, an 

attempt to reduce interference elfects can be made for 
example by (i) choosing the least-used timeslot number or 
(ii) choosing the most-used timeslot number or (iii) choosing 
the timeslot number which reduces the options for the 
smallest number of timeslots yet to be assigned timeslot 
numbers. 

[0112] The method may comprise the step of assigning a 
frequency channel to each timeslot at which wireless trans- 
mission takes place during the timeslot. This can also be 
used as a way of reducing inter-node interference. The 
frequency that is assigned may for example be the frequency 
that has been least used or the frequency that has been most 
used. 

[0113] The frequency channel assigned to the or each 
timeslot on at least one link may be selected taking into 
account interference that might in use be caused to or arise 
from a transmission/reception device that is not a part of said 
network of nodes during transmission over said at least one 
link. Thus, the interference elfects which might otherwise 
arise both to and from another (" alien" ) transmission/recep- 
tion device can be accounted for before the mesh network is 
operated, thereby to prevent such interference occurring. 

[0114] The available frequency channels are preferably 
ordered in descending order of the number of links from one 
node to another node for which interference to or from a 
transmission/reception device that is not a part of said 
network of nodes during transmissions would be unaccept- 
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able, and wherein the frequency channel assigned to the or 
each timeslot on said at least one link is the first acceptable 
frequency channel in said order. 

[0115] The determination of whether or not a frequency 
channel is acceptable preferably takes into account interfer- 
ence that might in use be caused to or arise from a trans- 
mission/reception device that is not a part of said network of 
nodes during transmissions at the frequency channel. 

[0116] On at least one link, at least two consecutive 
timeslots may be allocated for transmission such that user 
tral5c is in use transmitted continuously over more than one 
timeslot on said at least one link. A timeslot number is 
preferably assigned to said at least one link before timeslot 
numbers are assigned to any link not having two consecutive 
timeslots allocated for transmission. 

[0117] All timeslots preferably have the same duration. 

[0118] Adaptation 

[0119] When a mesh network is operational, in practice it 
is likely that a new mesh configuration will be required, 
typically when the goals or parameters set for the mesh are 
altered. Examples are when a node is to be added to or 
removed from the network; when the tral5c requirements of 
an existing subscriber change; when an operator of the 
network decides to add or remove seed or other nodes; when 
two nodes become no longer visible to each other (perhaps 
because trees have grown or buildings have been erected 
between the two nodes); when the current mesh topology 
becomes sub-optimal or falls below some quality threshold; 
when a wireless or other transmission link is added or 
removed between two existing nodes; when a timeslot on a 
wireless transmission link between two existing nodes is 
added, removed or reallocated; when main or back-up paths 
for existing subscriber traffic are reconfigured; and any 
combination of these events. 

[0120] In principle, the new mesh configuration could be 
obtained by elfectively forming the new mesh "from 
scratch", i. e. using a formation method to form the new 
mesh that meets the new requirements and without any 
regard to the configuration of the current mesh. The current 
mesh could then be made inoperative for a period in order 
for the new mesh to be constructed. However, such an 
operation would not in general be commercially acceptable 
owing to the temporary loss of service that would be 
experienced by the current users. An alternative operation 
could elfectively be by "trial and error" in which the 
operator would for example try to add a new node in an ad 
hoc way simply by actually adding the new node and 
attempting to assign it links and timeslots, etc. and then 
testing the new mesh to determine whether the new mesh 
configuration operates successfully. However, such an 

approach is on average very unlikely to be successful given 
the interdependence of the nodes on each other across the 
mesh to obtain successful operation, including especially 
their link and timeslot assignments, etc. 

[0121] Thus, in practice, a process is likely to be required 
to alter one mesh configuration to another mesh configura- 
tion in a controlled and predictable way. The term "mesh 
adaptation" or similar is used herein to refer generally to the 
process required to alter one mesh configuration to another 
mesh configuration in this manner. A mesh adaptation 

should preferably be carried out such that the mesh retains 
its ability to carry the data tral5c of all subscribers through- 
out the adaptation process. 

[0122] The problem of mesh adaptation, like that of mesh 
formation, will normally be a mathematically hard problem 
given the enormous number of potential links that will exist 
given a typical set of (unconnected) nodes and the fact that 
the number of combinations of potential communication 
links increases much more rapidly than the number of nodes. 
Moreover, as noted above, not all topologically valid meshes 
will be suitable for use as a mesh network because of 
practical problems, such as for example the presence of a 
limited number of antennas available at each node, data 
tral5c capacity limitations at each node or of the available 
RF spectrum (including a limitation on the number of 
timeslots available for transmission and reception), and 
restrictions on the length of traffic paths between the nodes 
(measured both in physical lengths of individual links and 
the number of transit nodes through which data passes from 
a source node to a target node). In the case of adaptation, the 
problems are in practice exacerbated by the preferred objec- 
tive that the adaptation be carried out such that the mesh 
retains its ability to carry the data tral5c of all subscribers 
throughout the adaptation process. 

[0123] Thus, according to another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a method of adapting an initial 
mesh communications network configuration to a final mesh 
communications network communications configuration, 
wherein: 

[0124] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

[0125] the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

[0126] the first set of nodes, transmission links between 
the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being dilferent to the second set 
of nodes, transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and tral5c paths across 
the mesh; and, 

[0127] wherein there exists a method of forming a mesh 
communications network configuration from a set of nodes 
and potential transmission links between the nodes and 
which allocates timeslots to the transmission links; 

[0128] the method comprising the step of forming at least 
a part of the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration by operating the method of forming a mesh either or 
both (i) on the basis of a restricted set of the potential 
transmission links between the nodes of the second set thus 
constraining the results produced by the mesh formation 
such that the initial mesh configuration can be adapted to the 
final mesh configuration and (ii) by adding one or more 
additional steps or tests to the method of forming a mesh that 
constrain the results produced by the mesh formation such 
that the initial mesh configuration can be adapted to the final 
mesh configuration. 

[0129] The first set may dilfer from the second set in terms 
of one or more of the nodes (i. e. whether they are present or 
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not), the transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and tral5c paths across 
the mesh. The first set may additionally or alternatively 
dilfer from the second set in terms of other factors, including 
for example the goals that they are required to achieve, 
examples of such goals being given above. 

[0130] In an embodiment, the initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration has an initial primary topology 
being a non-redundant set of paths from every node of the 
first set to a connection node of the first set, and the final 
mesh communications network configuration has a final 

primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the second set to a connection node of the 
second set, and wherein there is at least one new node in the 
final mesh communications network configuration that is not 
in the initial mesh communications network configuration, 

[0131] the step of forming at least part of the final mesh 
communications network configuration preferably compris- 
ing operating the method of forming a mesh on a restricted 
set of the potential transmission links between the nodes of 
the second set to produce a final primary topology which is 
the same as the initial primary topology plus at least one 
transmission link to the or each new node and in which the 
or each new node is configured as a node which is at the end 
of a primary path and which is not configured to be a transit 
node within the final primary topology for tral5c intended 
for other nodes. Thus, in this embodiment, no changes are 
made to the existing primary topology and hence no changes 
are made to the existing primary tral5c paths of existing 
tral5c services; no transmission links are used in the new 
mesh that were not included in the current mesh, except for 
transmission links where at least one end of each link is at 
a new node. Thus, each new node is configured as a "leaf'. 
This embodiment encompasses the adaptation methods 
referred to herein as "provisioning". 

[0132] Said restricted set of the potential transmission 
links between the nodes of the second set may be the 
combination of all primary topology transmission links in 
the initial mesh communications network configuration plus 
all potential transmission links between the or each new 
node and a node in the initial mesh network configuration, 
whereby the final primary topology is the same as the initial 
primary topology plus at least one transmission link to the or 
each new node. This embodiment provides one way of 
ensuring that the final primary topology is the same as the 
initial primary topology plus at least one transmission link to 
the or each new node, as required for the class of adaptation 
referred to herein as "provisioning". In general, provisioning 
requires the least changes to be made to the mesh and is 
therefore the easiest to achieve and in general should be tried 
first although, on average, it is the method that is least likely 
to succeed. 

[0133] In an embodiment, the initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration has an initial primary topology 
being a non-redundant set of paths from every node of the 
first set to a connection node of the first set, and the step of 
forming the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration being constrained to prevent a primary path being 
added that adds a timeslot to any transmission link in the 
initial primary topology or requires a timeslot to be removed 
from any transmission link. This corresponds to what, in the 
preferred embodiment, is referred to herein as "strict pro- 

visioning" in which the entire current mesh, without any 
modifications to it, forms a part of the new mesh. No 
changes to the current mesh need to be made which alfect 
existing mesh links or paths for existing services. The only 
changes to the mesh required in a practical implementation 
consist of adding or removing nodes, links to them, and 
services and tral5c paths to them as a part of an installation/ 
deinstallation procedure. 

[0134] In another embodiment, the initial mesh commu- 
nications network configuration has an initial primary topol- 
ogy being a non-redundant set of paths from every node of 
the first set to a connection node of the first set, wherein in 
the step of forming the final mesh communications network 
configuration, one or more timeslots are added to links in the 
initial primary topology. This corresponds to what, in the 
preferred embodiment, is referred to herein as "additive 
provisioning". In the preferred embodiment, timeslots are 
added to existing links provided that this can be done 
without changing the configurations of timeslots already in 
use on any of the links in the current mesh. 

[0135] In another embodiment, the initial mesh commu- 
nications network configuration has an initial primary topol- 
ogy being a non-redundant set of paths from every node of 
the first set to a connection node of the first set, wherein the 
step of forming the final mesh communications network 
configuration includes the step of removing one or more 
links which are in the initial mesh communications network 
configuration and which are not in the initial primary 
topology. This corresponds to what, in the preferred embodi- 
ment, is referred to herein as "subtractive provisioning" in 
which "resilience links" (ke. those not in the primary 
topology and which are used to provide for alternative, 
back-up paths for tral5c as discussed further below) may be 
removed as required in order to make way for a new link in 
the primary topology. 

[0136] In another embodiment, the initial mesh commu- 
nications network configuration has an initial primary topol- 

ogy being a non-redundant set of paths from every node of 
the first set to a connection node of the first set, and the final 
mesh communications network configuration has a final 

primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the second set to a connection node of the 
second set, and wherein there may be at least one new node 
in the final mesh communications network configuration 
which is not in the initial mesh communications network 
configuration, and 

[0137] in the step of forming at least part of the final mesh 
communications network configuration, said restricted set of 
the potential transmission links between the nodes of the 
second set is preferably all transmission links in the initial 
mesh network configuration plus, where there is at least one 
new node in the final mesh communications network con- 
figuration that is not in the initial mesh communications 
network configuration, all potential transmission links 
between the or each new node and a node in the initial mesh 
communications network configuration. This embodiment 
corresponds to the class of adaptation referred to herein as 
"redistribution". In the preferred implementation of these 
methods, no transmission links are used in the new mesh that 
were not included in the current mesh, except, where there 
is at least one new node in the final mesh communications 
network configuration that is not in the initial mesh com- 
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munications network configuration, for transmission links 
where at least one end of each link is at a new node. 
However, no other restrictions are imposed, so that the new 
primary topology can use any existing links in the mesh. 
Links from the current mesh may not necessarily appear in 
the new mesh. These methods can be used for example 
where one or more new nodes are to be installed into an 

existing mesh. These methods are also suitable as a way to 
adjust the primary topology so that specified nodes become 
leaves or where the overall parameters of the mesh require 
to be adjusted. 

[0138] Preferably, the change from the initial mesh com- 
munications network configuration to the final mesh com- 
munications network configuration is made as a single 
triggered step. 

[0139] According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a method of adapting an initial mesh 
communications network configuration to a final mesh com- 
munications network communications configuration, 
wherein: 

[0140] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0141] the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0142] the first set of nodes, transmission links between 
the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
traffic paths across the mesh being dilferent to the second set 
of nodes, transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and traffic paths across 
the mesh; 

[0143] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration having an initial primary topology being a non- 
redundant set of paths from every node of the first set to a 
connection node of the first set, and the final mesh commu- 
nications network configuration having a final primary 
topology being a non-redundant set of paths from every 
node of the second set to a connection node of the second 
set; 

[0144] wherein there exists a method of forming a primary 
topology for a mesh communications network configuration 
from a set of nodes and potential transmission links between 
the nodes and which allocates timeslots to the transmission 
links; 

[0145] the method comprising the step of operating the 
method of forming a mesh to form the final primary topol- 
ogy such that it can co-exist with the initial primary topol- 

ogy, whereby the initial mesh configuration can be adapted 
to the final mesh configuration. 

[0146] This aspect of the present invention corresponds to 
the class of adaptation referred to herein as "methods of 
coexisting primaries". In the preferred implementation of 
these methods, a new mesh is produced in which new 
transmission links are added between existing nodes. Thus, 
in these methods, some antenna movements are typically 
required within the existing mesh. These methods preferably 
constrain the formation process to produce a new mesh such 

that only one or two groups of antenna movements are 
required and such that the change steps involve operating 
only one intermediate mesh. The methods attempt to find a 
new mesh such that all antennas required for the old primary 
topology and the new primary topology can be allocated at 
the same time. Hence, the antenna positions required for the 
primary topology of the new mesh can be achieved without 
prejudice to the ability of the current primary topology to 
carry all committed traffic across the mesh. 

[0147] Preferably, in the method of forming the final 
primary topology, a path is determined to be unacceptable if 
at any node on the path, the number of potential transmission 
links that would be used for the path and that were not links 
in the initial primary topology exceeds the number of new 
links that the node can support in the final topology as 
calculated on the basis of the number of timeslots and 
antennas at the node left free while operating the links of the 
initial primary topology. 

[0148] According to a further aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a method of adapting an initial mesh 
communications network configuration to a final mesh com- 
munications network communications configuration, 
wherein: 

[0149] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0150] the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0151] the first set of nodes, transmission links between 
the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
traffic paths across the mesh being dilferent to the second set 
of nodes, transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and traffic paths across 
the mesh; 

[0152] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration having an initial primary topology being a non- 
redundant set of paths from every node of the first set to a 
connection node of the first set, and the final mesh commu- 
nications network configuration having a final primary 
topology being a non-redundant set of paths from every 
node of the second set to a connection node of the second 
set; 

[0153] wherein there exists a method of forming a primary 
topology for a mesh communications network configuration 
from a set of nodes and potential transmission links between 
the nodes and which allocates timeslots to the transmission 
links; 

[0154] the method comprising the steps of: 

[0155] (A) operating the method of forming a mesh 
to form an intermediate primary topology such that 
it can co-exist with the initial primary topology, 

[0156] (B) operating the method of forming a mesh to 
form a further intermediate primary topology which 
can co-exist with the previous intermediate topology, 

[0157] (C) repeating step (B) until the further inter- 
mediate primary topology can co-exist with the final 

primary topology, 
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[0158] whereby the initial mesh configuration can be 
adapted to the final mesh configuration via a sequence of 
co-existing primary topologies. 

[0159] This aspect of the present invention corresponds to 
what is referred to herein as "repeated overlapping prima- 
ries". In general, this is the most likely method to succeed of 
the methods of adaptation described herein though it is 
likely to require the most changes, and is therefore the most 
disruptive, and is the most computationally intensive. 

[0160] In an embodiment, the adaptation process is pre- 
ceded by use of the formation process to produce a target 
mesh that achieves its goals. The adaptation process then 
starts from either the target or the current mesh and then 
applies a modified version of the formation process, where 
the modifications are such as to calculate one or more 
intermediate meshes. A corresponding number of change 
steps can then be carried out in practice to transform the 
current mesh to the target mesh. It will be understood that 
the calculation of the intermediate mesh(es) can be carried 
out starting from either the current mesh or the target mesh 
because the or each intermediate mesh must have a primary 
topology that can co-exist with the primary topology of its 
adjacent meshes in the change sequence. 

[0161] Most preferably, in the methods of adaptation 
referred to above, said method of formation is a method as 
described in general terms above and in greater detail below. 
The actual embodiment of the method of formation that is 
required to be used in any particular method of adaptation 
will depend on the requirements for the adaptation process 
itself and on the nature of the initial and final mesh com- 
munications network configurations. Thus, the actual 
method of formation used in practice in a method of adap- 
tation may use one or more of the variants to the method of 
formation discussed in detail herein. 

[0162] In summary therefore, in accordance generally 
with these aspects of the present invention, a method of 
adaptation can in principle make use of any method that is 
used to form a mesh of the type described above, with that 
formation method being appropriately constrained when 
used as part of the adaptation method. Preferably, the 
formation method of which the adaptation method makes 
use provides the capabilities described above, namely: 1. 
providing the capacity to carry specified levels of tralfic 
required to provide services to or between various nodes in 
the mesh; 2. providing back-up paths for such tralfic so as to 
avoid interruption of such services in the event of the failure 
of a mesh link or node; and, 3. restricting the positions of 
certain nodes within the overall mesh topology. 

[0163] Thus, in general terms, a preferred embodiment of 
this aspect of the present invention provides a method of 
adaptation in which a formation method is modified to 
produce a mesh that not only meets its new goals but that 
also can be reached in a sequence of one or more change 
steps from the currently operating mesh and such that, at 
each change step in the sequence, the mesh retains its ability 
to carry the data tralfic of all subscribers throughout the 
adaptation process. A new mesh is thus produced by the 
adaptation process which meets the goals set for it and which 
can be reached in a sequence of one or more change steps 
from the currently operating mesh. 

[0164] Preferably, the modifications applied to the forma- 
tion method fall into one or both of the following categories: 

[0165] 1. the set of links from which the formation 
process is permitted to choose various components 
of the new mesh is restricted at one or more stages 
of the formation process, the restricted set(s) being 
chosen such as to ensure that the new mesh can be 
reached in a sequence of one or more change steps 
from the currently operating mesh; and, 

[0166] 2. one or more additional restrictions or tests 
are added at one or more stages of the formation 
process, the result of such restrictions or tests being 
to ensure that the new mesh can be reached in a 

sequence of one or more change steps from the 
currently operating mesh. 

[0167] It will be understood that where the adaptation 
process requires restriction of the set of links from which the 
formation process is permitted to choose various compo- 
nents of the new mesh, then different restricted sets may be 
used at dilferent stages of the formation process. 

[0168] There are many adaptation methods consisting of 
dilferent sets of modifications that can be applied to a 
formation process in order to produce a valid change step 
sequence for adaptation. In other words, in general, plural 
dilfering sequences of changes will be viable in order to 
adapt from an initial mesh configuration to a final mesh 
configuration, and those dilferent sequences of changes can 
be obtained by applying dilferent sets of modifications to a 
formation process. The sequences of changes making up the 
adaptation processes will dilfer in a number of ways. Some 
of the important characteristics of an adaptation sequence in 
a practical implementation will include: 

[0169] 1. the set of change steps that are assumed to be 
possible. The set of change steps that are possible 
depends on the specification of the networking equip- 
ment from which the mesh is constructed. This speci- 
fication can be chosen in such a way as to give rise to 
particular methods. Elements of specification that are 
preferably provided in combination with the adaptation 
methods described herein are set out below. 

[0170] 2. the number of change steps that are produced. 

[0171] 3. the time required to carry out each change 
step. 

[0172] 4. the characteristics of the mesh during these 
steps. 

[0173] 5. the characteristics of the final mesh. 

[0174] 6. the set of possible failures in the networking 
equipment that might prevent the sequence from being 
carried out correctly and the probability of these failure 
occurring. An example of a failure that may prevent an 

adaptation sequence being carried out correctly would 
be the failure of a remotely controlled steerable antenna 
to move to a new required position. An adaptation 
method would be vulnerable to such a failure only if it 
required repositioning of one or more antennas. 

[0175] These above mentioned factors will alfect the reli- 
ability of operation of the mesh during and after adaptation 
and hence the overall reliability of the network. For 
example, the characteristics of the mesh during an interme- 
diate step might include a much lower level of back-up 
capability than is the case of the initial or final mesh. An 
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equipment or radio link failure at that step would therefore 
carry a high risk of service disruption. Since the final meshes 
produced by dilferent methods may also vary in their levels 
of back-up capability, the long term ability of the mesh to 
minimise service disruption also depends on the method 
used. There are many other characteristics that will vary 
between the meshes produced by dilferent methods, such as 
their ability to handle peak tral5c loads. 

[0176] 7. the probability that an adaptation sequence 
exists according to the method. Each adaptation 
method potentially applies dilferent constraints on the 
choices available to the mesh formation process and 
thus alfects the probability that a solution can be 
produced by the method. 

[0177] For each method, the resulting adaptation sequence 
can be evaluated against one or more of the above criteria. 
By combining this with the operational requirements of a 

specific network, the most appropriate method can be 
selected. 

[0178] A common operational requirement is that each 
adaptation is carried out such as to minimise the risk that the 
steps will fail to complete correctly. For example, if antenna 
repositioning were found to be a particularly unreliable 
process, then a method with the smallest number of repo- 
sitioning operations might be preferred. 

[0179] The dilferent examples of the adaptation methods 
described herein in general dilfer in the probability that they 
will produce a successful adaptation sequence. In the pre- 
ferred implementation, these methods can be ordered in an 

ordering such that as this probability increases, both the 
complexity and the length of the adaptation sequence 
increases and also the time required to calculate a valid 
sequence increases. Therefore, in one preferred implemen- 
tation, the adaptation sequence is calculated by trying the 
methods in ascending order of probability that they produce 
a solution (ke. trying first the method that is least likely to 
succeed) and/or the complexity of the adaptation method, 
until one method produces a solution. 

[0180] Accordingly, in accordance with another aspect of 
the present invention, there is provided a method of adapting 
an initial mesh communications network configuration to a 
final mesh communications network communications con- 
figuration, wherein: 

[0181] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

[0182] the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

[0183] the first set of nodes, transmission links between 
the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being dilferent to the second set 
of nodes, transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and tral5c paths across 
the mesh; and, wherein there exists a set of adaptation 
techniques available for adapting the initial mesh commu- 
nications network configuration to the final mesh commu- 
nications network communications configuration which can 

be ordered in ascending order of likelihood of success of the 
adaptation and/or complexity of execution; 

[0184] the method comprising the step of applying said set 
of adaptation techniques in said ascending order until one of 
said techniques is successful in adapting the initial mesh 
communications network configuration to the final mesh 
communications network communications configuration. 

[0185] Preload and Trigger Functions 

[0186] Preferably, at least some of the changes to the 
initial mesh communications network configuration that are 
required as part of the adaptation to the final mesh commu- 
nications network configuration form a group of changes 
such that all of the changes within the group can occur 
substantially simultaneously, the method comprising the 
step of executing a group of such changes by: 

[0187] transmitting relevant information about the 
changes in the group to each node that during the adaptation 
will take part in any of the changes of said group; and, 

[0188] subsequently transmitting an instruction to each 
said node to carry out said changes of said group, thereby to 
cause each said node to elfect said changes of said group 
substantially simultaneously. 

[0189] In another aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a method of adapting an initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration to a final mesh communications 
network communications configuration, wherein: 

[0190] the initial mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0191] the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission 
links, and traffic paths across the mesh; 

[0192] the first set of nodes, transmission links between 
the nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being dilferent to the second set 
of nodes, transmission links between the nodes, timeslot 
allocations to the transmission links and tral5c paths across 
the mesh; 

[0193] wherein at least some of the changes to the initial 
mesh communications network configuration that are 
required as part of the adaptation to the final mesh commu- 
nications network configuration form a group of changes 
such that all of the changes within the group can occur 
substantially simultaneously, the method comprising the 
step of executing a group of such changes by: 

[0194] transmitting relevant information about the 
changes in the group to each node that during the adaptation 
will take part in any of the changes of said group; and, 

[0195] subsequently transmitting an instruction to each 
said node to carry out said changes of said group, thereby to 
cause each said node to elfect said changes of said group 
substantially simultaneously. 

[0196] Preferably, where there are plural groups of said 
changes, the information transmitting step comprises the 
step of transmitting relevant information about the changes 
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of all groups to each node which during the adaptation will 
take part in any of the changes. 

[0197] Preferably, the method comprises the step of, after 
a predetermined time following the instruction transmitting 
step, interrogating each said node to determine if the change 
has occurred successfully. 

[0198] As will be discussed further below, an adaptation 
from an initial mesh configuration to a final mesh configu- 
ration is preferably carried out as one or more change steps. 
Plural networking equipment devices can preferably carry 
out plural such operations simultaneously. The time taken to 
carry out such steps will typically alfect the overall reliabil- 
ity of the network. It is thus in general beneficial to carry out 
an adaptation using a small number of steps, to minimise the 
time taken for each step and to maximise the probability that 
each step is commanded successfully. As discussed above, 
the commanding of change steps is preferably carried out by 
a "preload and trigger" sequence, a specific example of 
which is described in detail below. 

[0199] Management Connectivity 

[0200] In order to operate the mesh in practice, there will 
normally be connectivity between each of the mesh nodes 
and one or more management systems. In general, this 
connectivity is required in order that the state of the network 
can be monitored from one or more control centres. In 
general, such connectivity would also be used in order to 
configure and reconfigure the nodes. In the context of 
adaptation discussed above, this connectivity can be used to 
send adaptation instructions from the mesh change control- 
ler to the nodes and to monitor the success of each adapta- 
tion change step. It is highly desirable that the management 
connectivity be able to make use of any possible path from 
the control centre to any node: for example, provided there 
is management connectivity, this can be used to restore 
non-management or user tralfic connectivity. Maximum 
possible management connectivity is important when a 
series of adaptation steps is being carried out. This allows 
faults that occur during an adaptation to be detected and 
corrective actions to be caused to take place at the relevant 
nodes. However, the duration of an adaptation is a dilficult 
period in which to ensure continued management connec- 
tivity, due to the changes to the network topology that are 
occurring. 

[0201] According to another aspect of the present inven- 

tion, there is provided a mesh communications network, the 
network comprising plural nodes and transmission links 
between the nodes arranged in a network topology, at least 
some of the nodes being linked to plural other nodes via 
transmission links, each of said at least some nodes having 
a routing table for routing signals across the network by 
specifying the link along which signals from the node to 
another node are to be sent and being capable of updating the 
routing table according to the status of links in the network, 
each of said at least some nodes being arranged such that for 
certain predetermined changes to the network topology the 
updated routing table is not applied immediately for routing 
signals across the network. 

[0202] Preferably, each of said at least some nodes is 
adapted to enter into a split table mode for said certain 
predetermined changes to the network topology by which 
the routing table that was in use prior to said certain 

predetermined changes to the network topology taking place 
continues to be used for routing signals across the network 
whilst a separate updated routing table is calculated and 
stored separately, the updated routing table being used to 
route signals across the network after split table mode is 
exited. 

[0203] Said certain predetermined changes may include 
one or more of failure or restoration or creation of a link or 
modification of the desirability of a link. In this context, 
"desirability" can be related to what is referred to in the 
description below as the "cost" of a link. 

[0204] According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a method of measuring the behaviour 
of a proposed mesh communications network whilst oper- 
ating an existing mesh communications network, wherein: 

[0205] the proposed mesh communications network com- 
prises a proposed network of nodes in which each node is 
able to communicate with at least one other node by a 
wireless transmission link between said each node and said 
at least one other node, each transmission of a signal over a 
link from a first node to a second node taking place during 
a timeslot; and wherein: 

[0206] the existing mesh communications network com- 
prises an existing network of nodes in which each node is 
able to communicate with at least one other node by a 
wireless transmission link between said each node and said 
at least one other node, each transmission of a signal over a 
link from a first node to a second node taking place during 
a timeslot; 

[0207] the method comprising the steps of: 

[0208] using one or more auxiliary timeslots within the 
existing mesh communications network to emulate the wire- 
less transmission environment of one or more proposed 
transmission configurations over the links that will exist in 
the proposed mesh communications network. 

[0209] This method may be used for example during 
installation of a new node to verify that it will operate 
compatibly with the existing mesh. As another example, 
when a change to a new link and colouring arrangement is 
about to happen, then the auxiliary timeslots can be used to 
verify that this new arrangement is compatible across the 
mesh, while still operating the previous link and colouring 
arrangement. The new arrangement can be tested out for 
each normal timeslot in turn. 

[0210] Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described by way of example with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which: 

[0211] FIG. 1 shows schematically an example of a net- 
work provided by a mesh of interconnected nodes and which 
is connected to a trunk; 

[0212] FIGS. 2A and 2B together show a schematic flow 
diagram for an example of a formation method according to 
the present invention; 

[0213] FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing showing operation 
of an example of an anti-orphan procedure; 

[0214] FIG. 4 shows schematically another example of a 
network provided by a mesh of interconnected nodes and 
which is connected to a trunk via a switching centre; 
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[0215] FIG. 5 shows schematically a first example of a 
transmission pattern for determining whether a set of links 
will operate self consistently; and, 

[0216] FIG. 6 shows schematically a second example of a 
transmission pattern for whether a set of links will operate 
self consistently. 

I. MESH NETWORKS 

[0217] Referring first to FIG. 1 of the drawings, a com- 
munications network 1 has plural nodes A-H (only eight 
being shown in FIG. 1) which are logically connected to 
each other by respective point-to-point data transmission 
links 2 between pairs of nodes A-H in order to provide a 
mesh of interconnected nodes. The links 2 between the 
nodes A-H are provided by substantially unidirectional (i. e. 
highly directional) radio transmissions, i. e. signals are not 
broadcast but are instead directed to a particular node, with 
signals being capable of being passed in both directions 
along the link 2. The transmission frequency will typically 
be at least 1 GHz. Each node A-H has plural antennas which 
provide for the potential point-to-point transmission links to 
other nodes. In a typical example, each node A-H has four 
antennas and so can be connected to up to four or more other 
nodes. 

[0218] In the example shown schematically in FIG. 1, the 
mesh 1 of interconnected nodes A-H is connected to a trunk 
3. The point at which data tralfic passes from the trunk 3 is 
referred to herein as a trunk network connection point 
("TNCP") 4. As mentioned above, it will be understood that 
this term is to be construed broadly as a connection point to 
any external network and is not limited to connection to a 
conventional trunk network. The connection between the 
TNCP 4 and the mesh network 1 will typically be via a mesh 
insertion point ("MIP") 5. The MIP 5 will typically consist 
of a standard node 51 which has the same physical con- 
struction as the nodes A-H of the mesh network 1 and which 
is connected to a specially adapted node 52 via a feeder link 
53. The specially adapted node 52 provides for a high data 
transfer rate connection via suitable (radio) links 54 to the 
TNCP 4 which, in turn, has suitable equipment for trans- 

mitting and receiving at these high data transfer rates. In one 
example, there will be one MIP 5 and one TNCP 4. In other 
examples, there will be at least two MIPs 5 and two TNCPs 
4 and there is likely to be several MIPs 5 providing several 
connections to the trunk 3 (or to plural trunks) via respective 
TNCPs 4. The or each TNCP 4 may be connected to more 
than one MIP 5. 

[0219] Typically, the location of the TNCPs 4 will be 
strongly determined by the route followed by the cables 
which form the existing trunk 3. The position of the MIPs 5 
will typically be chosen by an operator of the mesh network 
1 taking into account a number of factors including the 
location of available TNCPs 4 and the location of the nodes 
A-H of the mesh network 1. As mentioned above, the 
operator of the mesh network 1 may initially deploy a set of 
strategic or "seed" nodes in order to establish a seed network 
prior to olfering network services to potential subscribers in 
order to ensure that a large number of potential subscribers 
can be connected to the mesh network 1 immediately on 
demand. It will be appreciated that the position and location 
of the nodes A-H (whether subscriber nodes or seed nodes) 
is strongly determined by the availability of suitable sites for 

positioning the equipment. Subscriber nodes will normally 
be positioned on or in close proximity to the relevant 
subscriber's building. 

[0220] Once the physical location and position of the 
nodes A-H has been established, as will be understood and 
as can be seen from FIG. 1, the lines-of-sight between the 
nodes A-H can be determined. In other words, it can be 
determined which nodes are "visible" to which other nodes 
(in the sense described above, i. e. two nodes which are 
"visible" to or in "line-of-sight" with each other can com- 
municate with each other wirelessly at the frequency or 
frequencies used in the mesh network 1). The determination 
of which nodes are actually visible to each other can be 
made in a number of ways, for example by actual physical 
inspections and testing at the relevant node sites or by use of 
appropriate surveys or a combination of both. It will be 
found in practice that some nodes are not visible to each 
other. For example, in FIG. 1, whilst node A is visible to 
each of nodes C, D, F and G, node A is not visible to nodes 
B, E or H because a tall building 6 obscures transmissions 
between nodes A and B and between nodes A and E and 
between nodes A and H. In addition, the question of which 
nodes are visible to which other nodes varies over time as 
buildings are erected or demolished, as trees grow or are 
felled, etc. 

H. MESH FORMATION 

H. 1. Introduction 

[0221] Having established a set of nodes in which each 
node is in principle visible to at least one other node, it is 
necessary to select from all possible lines-of-sight between 
the nodes those which are most suitable for use as actual 
wireless transmission links between the nodes in the mesh 
network 1. As mentioned above, this process is referred to 
herein as "formation of a mesh" or similar. As will be 
appreciated, for any reasonable number of nodes, there will 
be a large number of lines-of-sight or potential transmission 
links between the nodes and an enormous number of pos- 
sible combinations of subsets of those potential transmission 
links. 

[0222] Thus, having established a set of nodes (which may 
be all seed nodes or all subscriber nodes or a mixture) and 
at least one MIP, and the set of available lines-of-sight (i. e. 
potential links) between all nodes and the or each MIP, it is 
then necessary to select which of those lines-of-sight should 
actually be used as wireless transmission links. During this 
process, there are a number of factors which the operator can 
take into account when determining which of the available 
lines-of-sight should be used as links. These will include the 
total available data capacity of the mesh network; the 
resilience of the network to failure of a single node; the ratio 
of subscriber to other nodes; the elficiency of use of the radio 
bandwidth; the ease of management of the mesh network; 
the scalability (i. e. the ability to grow without fundamental 
reconfiguration) of the network; and the impact of adding or 
removing individual nodes. All of these factors can be taken 
into account when forming the mesh network of intercon- 
nected nodes. However, the most important factors will 
normally be related to the data tralfic carrying capacity of the 
mesh network. 

[0223] The detailed description of a specific example of a 
method for forming the mesh network 1 which follows is 
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intended to minimise the number of link timeslots that must 
be allocated across the whole mesh network in order to carry 
the committed tral5c load, this being achieved by trying to 
minimise the product "bandwidth. hops" or the product 
"bandwidth. distance" across the mesh network 1 as it is 
believed that this is an elfective way of forming a mesh that 
meets all tral5c requirements. Put very simply, this is 
achieved by linking the largest tral5c users to the mesh 
network first, by the shortest available path. 

[0224] For various reasons, including the desirability of 
providing a facility whereby actual signal or interference 
measurements can be made, it is preferred to carry all 
committed tral5c load while reserving at least one free 
antenna at each node. Interference may include "direct" 
interference, caused by transmissions from one node to 
another being received directly at a third node, and "indi- 
rect" interference, caused by for example reflection and 
scattering of transmitted signals or interference from sources 
outside the mesh. Furthermore, having a free antenna 
enables verification that each line-of-sight proposed for use 
in the preferred adaptation steps discussed further below is 
viable for use as a radio link. Having a free antenna also 
enables or at least simplifies verification that a link will 
operate correctly after an adaptation sequence has been 
elfected. Furthermore, a free antenna enables adaptation of 
a mesh without interruption to tral5c flows. 

[0225] It will be understood that the methods described 
herein will typically be carried out by appropriate software 
running on appropriate computer equipment and will typi- 
cally use variables and variable labels or flags as is known 
generally in the computer art to represent the nodes, the lines 
of sight and links, and attributes given to the nodes. Typi- 
cally, therefore, where reference is made herein for example 
to a "node" and to it being "labelled", it will be understood 
that this means or can be taken to mean that a computer 
program variable (including an "object" in the sense of 
object-oriented programming or the like) representing the 
node is given an attribute or is otherwise "flagged". Com- 
puter-based databases and/or appropriate data structures will 
typically be used to store and organise the data. 

[0226] In the example method that is described in detail 
below, the method preferably looks ahead at each stage for 
nodes that have only one viable path to a MIP and builds 
these nodes into the mesh network earlier than their band- 
width usage would otherwise dictate, in order that no nodes 
are inadvertently made unconnectable to the mesh. 

[0227] FIG. 2 shows schematically a partial flow diagram 
for an example of a method according to an aspect of the 
present invention. As will be appreciated from the following 
description, the method may have several branches and 
loops which are not shown in FIG. 2 for reasons of clarity. 
Also, many of the steps may be applied repeatedly. For 
example, one invocation of the "anti-orphan" procedure 
discussed in detail below may cause a second invocation of 
that procedure to be desirable as the first invocation to locate 
orphans and integrate them into the mesh may itself cause 
other nodes (individually or in groups) themselves to be 
orphaned. 

[0228] In the preferred embodiment described in detail 
below, first, some initialisation steps are carried out. Then a 
set of non-redundant paths linking every node to a MIP is 
constructed to provide what is referred to herein as the 

"primary topology". (A set of non-redundant paths is one in 
which there is only one path from each node to a MIP, i. e. 
there are no "redundant" paths. ) As part of this, a so-called 
"anti-orphan" procedure is carried out and repeated at cer- 
tain stages. Each path from a node to a MIP in the primary 
topology is referred to herein as a primary path. For the 
purposes of providing network-wide resilience, these paths 
are also considered as extending from the node to a MIP and 
then through to the core network to which the mesh is 
connected. 

[0229] Next, redundant paths are added as far as possible 
so that as many nodes as possible have completely indepen- 
dent paths to the core network in order to provide for 
resilience (in the sense that back-up paths are available in the 
event of the failure of any component in the primary path) 
and to provide for diversity (such that for example a large 
amount of data from one node can be divided into smaller 
amounts sent over dilferent paths). 

[0230] As mentioned, the "primary topology" is a non- 
redundant set of paths from every node to a MIP. In the most 
preferred embodiment, a primary topology has adequate 
timeslots to carry all the committed tral5c and no path in the 
primary topology between a node and a MIP exceeds the 
maximum allowed hop count for that node, and furthermore 
the primary topology leaves at least one antenna free on each 
node. In the preferred embodiment, the redundant paths that 
are then added to the primary topology can be grouped into 
one of two or more sets. The first diversity set is an 
additional set of paths provided for diverse routing/back-up; 
the primary topology plus the first diversity set leaves at 
least one antenna free on each node. The second diversity set 
is a further set of paths provided for diverse routing/back-up 
and uses the last antenna on at least one node for each path. 
Further diversity sets may be added that provide partially 
diverse paths to some nodes or to serve other purposes. 

II. 2. Initialisation 

[0231] Referring now to FIG. 2, in step F1, every node is 
labelled with its committed tral5c sink and source rates. The 
"committed" tral5c rate is the minimum data tral5c rate 
which the network operator agrees to provide for that node. 
It will be understood that for some types of service peak 
rates will typically be (much) higher than the committed 
rate. In step F1, the committed tral5c sink and source rate for 
any seed node is set at zero. 

[0232] In step F2, every node is labelled with the number 
of lines-of-sight currently available from the node. Every 
node is also labelled with the number of free antennas. For 
the case of a node that is about to be either installed or 
de-installed (which implies that mesh formation must be 
possible both before and after installation/de-installation), 
such node is marked as having only one antenna available 
for use in the primary topology. Where desirable, other 
nodes may be marked to indicate that they should be a "leaf" 
in the primary topology, that is, to be configured as a node 
which is at the end of a primary path and which is not 
configured to be a transit node within the primary topology 
for tral5c intended for other nodes. Such a configuration 
may be desirable from an operator point of view for a new 
node or for a node that is unreliable. 

[0233] In step F3, the or each MIP is labelled with the 
amount of committed tral5c currently handled by that MIP. 
This initially has a value of zero for all MIPs. 
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[0234] In step F4, for each node, the minimum number of 
"hops" (i. e. link traversals) between it and the MIP (if there 
is only one MIP) or the nearest MIP (if there is more than 
one MIP) using any available lines-of-sight is calculated. 
This can be achieved in a number of ways. In one example, 
all nodes are first labelled with infinity hops; all nodes that 
have an available line-of-sight to a MIP are then labelled as 
requiring one hop; all nodes currently at infinity and which 
have a line-of-sight to a 1-hop node are then labelled as 
requiring two hops; this process being repeated until no 
nodes have infinity hops. It will be appreciated that if this 
sequence does not complete, i. e. there are nodes which still 
have infinity hops none of which could be connected by 
another iteration of this process, then there are nodes which 
cannot be connected to a MIP. At that point, the operator 
may decide for example to provide a further seed node in 
order to allow such nodes to be connected to a MIP. 

[0235] For each node, the maximum acceptable number of 
hops between it and the connection node to which it will 
have a path in the primary topology is now flagged at that 
node. An example of a reason for setting a maximum 
acceptable number of hops for a node is that some data 
transfer services are delay-critical. This includes for 
example services for voice transmission or real-time video. 
Such delay-critical tral5c may mean that a path between a 
MIP and a particular node will not be suitable to carry such 
tral5c if it exceeds a certain hop count owing to the finite 
time delays experienced in any actual traversal of a link by 
the data. The maximum hop counts acceptable for dilferent 
delay-critical services may furthermore vary for dilferent 
nodes within the mesh according to which services for the 
dilferent nodes are provided with specific facilities such as 
echo cancellation in the case of a voice service. Thus, at this 
stage of the method, it may be desirable to check whether 
there are any nodes which require more than a predeter- 
mined minimum number of hops to connect that node to a 
MIP and, if there are any such nodes, marking those nodes 
as not connectable to the mesh network (or at least not for 
certain services required by subscribers located at such 
nodes). Other services, such as file transfer or video-on- 
demand services, are not necessarily delay-critical and thus 
there may not be a need to place any restriction on the 
number of hops for such services. There may of course be 
other constraints that limit the number of allowable hops 
and/or the suitability of paths. 

II. 3. Anti-Orphan Procedure 

[0236] At any stage of the method, there may one or more 
nodes which have not been linked to a connection node and 
that have only one available line-of-sight and, plainly, a link 
must be assigned to those single lines-of-sight if those nodes 
are to be linked to a connection node; thus, before proceed- 
ing to link a node to the rest of the mesh network by 
assigning an available line-of-sight on that node as a link, a 
check is preferably made for any nodes that have only one 
available line-of-sight and if there are any such nodes, they 
are linked via those single lines-of-sight. This check is 
referred to herein generically as an anti-orphan procedure. 

[0237] One example of such an anti-orphan procedure is to 
look in step F5 for any node that has exactly one available 
line-of-sight to another node. For any such node, the line- 
of-sight from the node is assigned as a link and the source 
and sink rates of the node are reassigned to the node at the 

other end of the link. The committed tral5c rate at the node 
at the other end of the link is then labelled with the reserved 
value "— 1". This is illustrated schematically by way of 
example in FIG. 3 in which available lines-of-sight are 
shown by dotted lines and assigned links are shown as solid 
lines. Before the anti-orphan procedure of step F5 is run, it 
is determined that node A has four available lines-of-sight, 
has a committed source rate of 1. 4 Mb/s and a committed 
sink rate of 1. 1 Mb/s and requires a minimum of three hops 
to the nearest MIP; node B has one available line-of-sight (to 
node A), a committed source rate of 1. 3 Mb/s and a 
committed sink rate of 1. 2 Mb/s and requires a minimum of 
four hops to the nearest MIP. At this point, timeslots 
adequate to carry the tral5c formerly labelled as committed 
source and sink rates at B are allocated to the link A-B. After 
the anti-orphan procedure has been run, the line-of-sight 
between nodes A and B is assigned as a link; node A 
therefore only has three lines-of-sight available and node B 
has no lines-of-sight available. The committed source rate 
after the anti-orphan procedure has been run for node A is 
2. 7 Mb/s and the committed sink rate after the anti-orphan 
procedure has been run for node A is 2. 3 Mb/s (respectively 
the sum of the previous rates for nodes A and B) whereas the 
committed source and sink rates for node B are each set at 
— 1. Plainly, the minimum number of hops to the nearest MIP 
for each node A, B is unaltered. If the maximum acceptable 
number of hops hn from B to a connection code is less than 
the maximum acceptable number of hops from A to a 
connection code plus one, A should be relabelled as having 
a maximum acceptable number of hops of hn minus one. 

[0238] As mentioned briefly above, it should be noted that 
whenever any link is assigned by the anti-orphan procedure, 
this may cause one or more other nodes' available lines-of- 
sight to fall to one, either individually or in groups. Accord- 
ingly, after assigning any link, it is preferred to search for 
any other nodes with a single available line-of-sight and 
repeatedly run the anti-orphan procedure until there are no 
such nodes. 

[0239] It should also be noted that the anti-orphan proce- 
dure could connect a node to a MIP. Furthermore, in the 
steps which will be discussed below, if for example node A 
in FIG. 3 becomes marked as connected to a MIP, node B 
should be marked so also, node B being recognised from its 
adjacency to node A and its setting of — 1 for the committed 
sink rate. This may occur repeatedly, for example where a 
large anti-orphaned part of the mesh becomes connected to 
a MIP. In addition, if the anti-orphan procedure causes 
another node's available lines-of-sight to fall to zero, then a 
valid mesh cannot be formed. Various options to overcome 
this will be available to the network operator. 

[0240] For example, whilst this is not preferred, the net- 
work operator may try to allocate the last (otherwise 
reserved) antenna at some node. 

II. 4. Create Primary Topology 

[0241] Once the anti-orphan procedure has been com- 
pleted satisfactorily, an unconnected node is selected as the 
next candidate for connection to a MIP. Preferably, a search 
is made in step F6 for the node with the greatest committed 
source rate or committed sink rate or sum thereof that is not 
yet connected to a MIP. The next subsequent steps F7 to F11 
are applied to that node. This procedure (of selecting a node, 
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preferably that node with the greatest committed source rate 
or committed sink rate or sum thereof that is not yet 
connected to a MIP and applying the next subsequent steps 
to that node) is then repeated for the other not-yet-connected 
nodes until all nodes can reach a MIP. Alternative ways of 
determining the order of selection of nodes to which the 
following steps are applied are possible on the basis of other 
criteria selected by the network operator according to local 
subscriber density, tral5c requirements, etc. For example, 
the nodes could be ordered by selecting those nodes not yet 
connected to a MIP or another node already connected to a 
MIP and then applying the following steps to such nodes in 
order of those that have the physically shortest path or which 
require the least number of hops to a MIP or another node 
already connected to a MIP. 

[0242] Thus, in step F7, in the preferred embodiment, for 
the node selected at F6, a search is made to find all paths, via 
available lines-of-sight and/or previously assigned links, 
which lead from this node to any MIP in less than h hops 
where h is a limit set for this node for example for reasons 
of tral5c delay. It is preferred at this stage to ignore any path 
which, if followed in the direction node-to-MIP, includes a 
node which already has a primary path to a MIP and after 
that node traverses an available line-of-sight not in use in the 
primary topology so far. This ensures that paths that create 
redundant topologies are rejected, it being understood that a 
redundant topology is one in which there are plural paths 
consisting of links available from any one node to any one 
MIP. 

[0243] Once these paths have been found, in step FS the 
paths are ordered. The order in which the paths are placed in 
step FS can be based on a number of criteria. One preferred 
option is that the paths are ordered first according to the 
number of hops, with the preference being for the smallest 
number; as a first tie-break, according to which MIP they 
lead to, with the preference being for the MIP with the 
lowest current committed tral5c rate; as a second tie-break, 

by the sum of the physical distances of each of the links/ 
lines-of-sight which make up the path, the preference being 
for the shortest physical distance; and for a third level 
tie-break, by the number of hops in the path that are already 
committed links, the preference being for the largest number 
of committed links. Thus, in this preferred embodiment, the 
paths are ordered so that the connection node which is the 
smallest number of hops away is preferred, with the con- 
nection node having the lowest currently committed data 
flow rate being preferred as a first tie-break, with the shortest 
physical distance of the path being a secondary tie-break, 
and with the preference to re-use the largest possible number 
of previously committed links being a tertiary tie-break. In 
another option, the paths are ordered first according to the 
sum of the physical distances of each of the links/lines-of- 
sight which make up the path, the preference being for the 
shortest physical distance; as a first tie-break, according to 
which MIP they lead to, with the preference being for the 
MIP with the lowest current committed tral5c rate; as a 
second tie-break, by the number of hops, with the preference 
being for the smallest number; and for a third level tie-break, 

by the number of hops in the path that are already committed 
links, the preference being for the largest number of com- 
mitted links. 

[0244] In step F9, each path is considered in the order 
determined in FS and an attempt is made to turn all available 

lines-of-sight on each path into links. Thus, in step F9, the 

paths are tested. A first test is to determine whether there is 
any node in the path which would have fewer than one free 
antenna if all of the available lines-of-sight on that path were 
converted to links; if there are any such nodes, the path is 
rejected. A second test takes into account the fact that 
converting lines-of-sight on a path into links will connect 
one or more nodes to a single MIP. Thus, the second test 
checks to determine whether the connection of these nodes 
to a MIP would cause the total committed bandwidth at the 
MIP to exceed the maximum committed rate of tral5c which 
is allowed for the MIP. If so, the path is again rejected. In this 
regard, the network operator may set a maximum committed 
rate of tral5c that is to be allowed per MIP; that maximum 
allowed committed rate might be a fraction of the capacity 
of the MIP so as to reserve a proportion of the MIP's 
capacity for back-up paths. A third test checks the hops from 
other nodes that become connected as a result of adding this 
path against the individual maximum hop limits for those 
other nodes. A fourth test checks that any timeslots or 
additional timeslots required at any point along the path in 
order to carry the committed tral5c from any of the newly 
connected nodes can be allocated at the nodes at each end of 
the links in question. One or more of these tests may be 
applied. Preferably, all of these four tests are applied. 

[0245] In step F10, for a path which has not been rejected 
in the testing step F9, all nodes on that path are marked as 
connected to a MIP. Furthermore, various lines-of-sight are 
marked as unavailable: those lines-of-sight are all unused 
lines-of-sight from any node or MIP in the path that now has 
only one free antenna; any line-of-sight that runs between 
two nodes both of which are now connected to MIPs; any 
line-of-sight between two nodes either of which does not 
have free the minimum number of timeslots as are required 
to create a link; and any line-of-sight that runs between a 
MIP and a node which is connected to some other MIP. This 
marking of lines-of-sight in step F10 serves to eliminate 
from further consideration lines-of-sight that, as a result of 
adding this path, would no longer be available for use and 
this allows the method to identify problems that the addition 
of this path would or might cause. 

[0246] After the markings of step F10 have been made, in 

step F11 the minimum number of hops to a MIP and the 
number of available lines-of-sight are recomputed for all 
nodes not yet connected to a MIP. The total number of nodes 
showing a violation of certain criteria are counted. These 
criteria can include nodes for which there are now no 
available lines-of-sight and nodes for which the minimum 
number of hops from the node to a MIP exceeds the 
predetermined acceptable maximum number of hops for that 
node's tral5c. If the number of violations is zero, then the 
links on the path and the markings are retained; the com- 
mitted tral5c rates of all newly connected nodes are added 
to the committed rate of the MIP to which the newly 
connected nodes have been marked as connected; the com- 
mitted tral5c rate of each newly connected node is made 
zero; and then preferably the anti-orphan procedure of step 
F5 is repeated as necessary. On the other hand, if the number 
of violations is non-zero, a record of that path as just marked 
in step F10 is made together with the number of violations 
and then the markings made in step F10 and the path itself 
and any timeslot allocations made in step F9 are all unmade. 
Thereafter, the next path from step FS is considered. 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
18 

Apr. 11, 2002 

[0247] If it is found that there is no path from step F7 with 
zero violations, then the method preferably returns to the 

path which produced the smallest number of violations; 
considering all nodes that showed a violation for this path, 
then preferably the node with the greatest committed source 
rate or committed sink rate or sum thereof is selected in 
place of the node previously selected in step F6 and then 
steps F7 to F11 are applied to that node. A procedure may be 
required to prevent an infinite loop from resulting from this 
step. To terminate such a loop, each node for which an 
attempt has been made to add it to the mesh during this step 
is marked as "blocked". Upon revisiting a node that is 
already marked as blocked, that node is ignored and an 

attempt is made to connect to a node which is again 
preferably the node with the greatest committed source rate 
or committed sink rate or sum thereof that cannot yet reach 
a MIP and which is not blocked until either a path is added 
or all nodes are blocked. 

[024II] Once a path has been added, any nodes marked as 
blocked are unmarked and the method then returns to step F6 
and is repeated until all nodes are connected to a MIP via 
links assigned to available lines-of-sight or it has been 
determined that certain nodes cannot be connected to a MIP 
without violating one or more of the criteria described above 
(such as the desire to leave one antenna free on each node). 

[0249] The above steps build a set of non-redundant paths 
linking every node to a MIP and provide what is referred to 
herein as the "primary topology". As mentioned, in the 
preferred embodiment, the primary topology is a non-re- 
dundant topology in which there is only one path from each 
node to a MIP and in which there is at least one antenna free 
on each node and which can carry all the committed tral5c. 
In an alternative embodiment, the primary topology may not 
be constrained to leave an antenna free at each node. 

II. 5. MIP, Node and Link "Handicap" 

[0250] The steps described above attempt to connect each 
node to the best MIP. For certain topologies, the above 
methods will tend to preferentially connect nodes to a subset 
of the available MIPs, resulting in excess use of those MIPs 
whilst other MIPs in the mesh remain under-utilised. This 
may prevent a primary topology from being formed or it 
may produce an unacceptable tral5c balance across the 
mesh. The preferred method of dealing with such failure or 
imbalance is to introduce an additional parameter into the 
formation method, herein referred to as a "MIP handicap", 
and then to repeat the formation method with said additional 
parameter. In the preferred arrangement, a MIP or MIPs that 
are seen to emerge from a first pass of the formation method 
with excessive tral5c are assigned an additional hop count 
handicap that is added to the computed hop count for all 
paths that terminate at those MIPs. For example, if steps F7 
to F11 fail to add a path, it may be that a path would have 
been acceptable but for the fact that it exceeded the maxi- 
mum permitted load on a MIP at step F9. Such a MIP is a 
candidate for a handicap. It should be noted that this 
handicap is only applied when ordering alternative paths for 
selecting a route and this hop count handicap is not used 
when assessing the maximum number of hops for delay- 
critical tral5c. In the preferred method, this refinement is 
used to adjust the MIP handicaps for each MIP in a way that 
results in a mesh with a more uniform distribution of tral5c 
to MIPs. It will be appreciated that this MIP handicap can 

also be used to introduce other types of bias into the 
formation method if desired, for example to cause tral5c to 
be preferentially routed to particular MIPs. 

[0251] The repetition of the formation method with an 
added handicap may itself lead to a failure to form a primary 
topology or to produce an acceptably balanced tral5c dis- 
tribution, in which case the same or another MIP is indicated 
as a candidate for a further handicap. In such cases, the 
formation method may be repeated multiple times with one 
or more handicaps at one or more MIPs. Preferably such 
repetitions will be ceased if either all MIPs have obtained the 
same non-zero handicap level or after some fixed maximum 
number of repetitions. 

[0252] It will be appreciated that other types of handicap 
can be introduced into the formation method to introduce 
other types of bias into the mesh formation. For example, 
step F2 allowed node bias to be introduced to reduce the 
number of available antennas on selected nodes and this will 
limit the number of links that can be formed. At step F2, this 
was used as an option to force a particular node to be 
configured as a "leaf' in the mesh, that is, to be configured 
as a node which is at the end of a primary path and which 
is not configured to be a transit node within the primary 
topology for tral5c intended for other nodes. Such a con- 
figuration may be desirable from an operator point of view 
for a new node or for a node that is unreliable. 

[0253] A further form of handicap is link handicap. In 
some cases there will be some links whose inclusion in a 
mesh is less desirable than for other links. In cases where the 
undesirable links are completely unacceptable, the corre- 
sponding lines-of-sight are simply not olfered for consider- 
ation in the formation process, which may prevent formation 
from completing. However, in other cases, the formation 
process is desired to complete, while at the same time 
making minimal use of undesirable links. One practical 
example of this occurs where a large number of nodes are 
located in an approximately straight line and most of the 
lines-of-sight therefore follow this approximately straight 
line. A city which is built on the banks of an approximately 
straight river may lead to such an example. In this case, the 
level of interference in the mesh and hence its spectral 
el5ciency can be improved by making maximum use of 
radio links that do not follow this line and minimum use of 
those that do follow it. Another practical example of this 
occurs where the tral5c capacity of a radio link is a non- 
linear function of the link length, for example due to step 
changes in the type of modulation that can be used on the 
link (e. g. the number of bits per symbol). A handicap 
reflecting the modulation that can be used on each link can 
therefore be employed. 

[0254] Link handicap is preferably added to mesh forma- 
tion by adjusting the value of the handicapped links at step 
FII. If the ordering at step FII is first by number of hops, then 
each handicapped link may be assigned a value of H rather 
than 1 hop. For other orderings, other factors may be 
weighted instead; for example the physical link distance 
may be multiplied by H in the case of the handicapped links. 
The value of H can be adjusted in order to specify the level 
of preference against the handicapped links. 

[0255] Note that, as for MIP handicap, link handicap is 
applied only when ordering alternative paths at step FII; it is 
not used when assessing the maximum number of hops for 
delay-critical tral5c. 
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II. 6. Adding Redundant Paths 

[0256] In the preferred embodiment, the result of the 
above method steps is a database or data structure that 
represents all nodes, the links connected between them, and 
the lines-of-sight that are still available between them. The 
topology of the mesh network so far created is non-redun- 
dant (i. e. each node has only a single path to a MIP). In order 
to provide resilience for the mesh network and in order to 
provide for high bandwidth for selected subscribers, it is 
preferred to add redundant paths for as many of the nodes as 
possible. This can be achieved in a number of ways. 

[0257] Where there is more than one MIP, in one preferred 
embodiment the method first tries to provide a maximum 
number of nodes having independent traffic paths to dilfer- 
ent MIPs so that subscribers at those nodes are fully pro- 
tected against any single failure in the network (apart from 
failure of the subscriber's node itself of course). Where there 
is more than one TNCP, in another preferred embodiment 
the method first tries to provide a maximum number of 
nodes having independent traffic paths to dilferent TNCPs. 
Where TNCPs are linked to the core network at a single 
access point via common equipment, in another preferred 
embodiment the method first tries to provide a maximum 
number of nodes having independent traffic paths to the core 
network. In a first stage, the redundant paths are chosen first 
so as to reserve an antenna at each node; these additional 
paths are termed herein the "first diversity set". Then, in a 
second stage, further redundancy can be added using the 
reserved or spare antenna at one or more nodes. It is 
preferred at this stage to use preferentially the spare anten- 

nas on nodes other than MIPs. It is also preferred at this 
stage to assign a link to an available line-of-sight only if this 
can be done without causing interference problems. The 
additional paths created at this second stage are termed 
herein the "second diversity set". 

[0258] Thus, in a first stage for adding redundant paths, for 
each node in the mesh, a flag independent~aths is added 
indicating whether the node has completely independent 
paths back to dilferent MIPs. All flags are initially set to 
FALSE. For those nodes having a maximum allowable hop 
count to a connection node, it is preferred at this stage to 
include only those paths that do not exceed that predeter- 
mined maximum number of hops, as discussed above. It will 
be appreciated that the lines-of-sight available to create the 
first diversity set are already identified in the database or 
data structure produced by the method steps described above 
for forming the primary topology: the available lines-of- 
sight are only those which run between pairs of nodes both 
of which have at least two unused antennas and at least 
sufficient timeslots at both ends. (All lines-of-sight that end 
on a node with only one unused antenna have already been 
marked as unavailable in step F10. ) 
[0259] Taking each available line-of-sight in turn, a count 
is made of the number of nodes for which the 
independent~aths flag would change from FALSE to 
TRUE if this line-of-sight were to be made into a link. One 
method for this is, for each node currently flagged FALSE, 
start with the primary path from that node to a MIP, as 
determined in the method steps set out above. For each 
intermediate node on this path, consider the mesh but with 
that intermediate node and all its attached links discarded. 
Try in each case to find a path to a MIP that is still available 
and that does not violate 

the maximum hop constraint for that node. If for the removal 
of each intermediate node in turn there is one such path in 
each case, then the flag would change to TRUE. (It should 
be noted that this procedure may find two or more indepen- 
dent paths, neither of which is the path as determined in the 
method steps set out above. ) The line-of-sight whose addi- 
tion would produce the largest number of flag changes and 
which can be added without timeslot allocation failure is 
then selected and a link assigned to it; the appropriate flag 
settings are then changed for those nodes that have now 
obtained independent paths according to the above method 
steps; also, any lines-of-sight between nodes which no 
longer have two free antennas are marked as unavailable. 
(For a tie-breaker, the line-of-sight which produces new 
paths with on average the smallest total number of hops to 
the MIP per node, summed over all nodes, can be selected. ) 
[0260] This procedure to add a link is then repeated for 
other available lines-of-sight until there are no available 
lines-of-sight that would cause a flag change. It should be 
noted that the number of flag changes per available line-of- 
sight preferably is recalculated from scratch each time the 
procedure is repeated because the inclusion of the last 
redundant link will have alfected the results that now obtain 
from other potential links. 

[0261] Once no more flag changes are possible in the 
above first stage for adding redundant paths, then either all 
nodes have independent paths to MIPs or further redundancy 
can only be added via the antennas that have so far prefer- 
ably been reserved at each node. To do this, the set of 
available lines-of-sight is redefined to be those that run 

between any pair of nodes that each has at least one spare 
antenna and at least sufficient timeslots at both ends. Con- 
tinuing with the flag settings from the end of the previous 
stage for adding redundant paths, the link addition loop of 
the first stage for adding redundant paths is repeated with the 
newly allowed set of available lines-of-sight, until once 
again no flag changes occur. 

[0262] Preferably this stage is carried out in two subdi- 
vided stages. The first subdivision does not allow use of 
lines-of-sight either end of which is at a MIP which has only 
one spare antenna; the second subdivision does allow their 
use. 

[0263] Where redundancy is desired to include alternative 
TNCPs or core network access points, the procedure above 
can be used but taking into account the requirement for paths 
to dilferent TNCPs or core access points respectively in 

place of MIPs in deciding when a flag change would occur. 

[0264] As a further refinement to the process of adding 
redundant paths described above, redundant paths that only 
provide partial diversity may be added. Partial diversity is 
used herein to refer to a node with one or more back-up paths 
which provide connection to the core network in the case of 
the removal of only a subset of the intermediate nodes. It 
will be understood that a failure in the other intermediate 
nodes would result in failure of both the primary path and all 
back-up paths for that node. 

[0265] In the cases of both full and partial redundancy 
above, these may be achieved by one or more back-up paths. 
In an alternative implementation, fully diverse paths that 
require only one back-up path would first be sought. Such 
paths can be found by testing for a flag change above if all 
intermediate nodes are removed at once, as opposed to each 
intermediate node in turn. 
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[0266] The method of selecting diverse paths or partial 
diverse paths that are used in the event of the failure of a link 
or node should preferably take account of the total change in 
tral5c distribution that would result from any single failure. 
For example, the failure of a given link would be expected 
to result in re-routing of all the tral5c that is using that link 
to the appropriate back-up paths; and the failure of a given 
node would result in the re-routing of all tral5c passing 
though that node with the exception of the tral5c that has its 
source or sink at said node. In the preferred implementation, 
the computation of the required capacity for the various 
back-up paths will take account of said re-routing, thus 
allowing the back-up paths to take advantage of mesh 
capacity that is freed up by said re-routing following any 
given link or node failures. As a consequence, there may be 
a greater number of back-up paths chosen for a node or 
service than may be required on purely topological grounds. 

[0267] A "service" may be defined as being the smallest 
unit by which tral5c is delivered to a subscriber. For 
example, in an ATM network, a service might correspond to 
an ATM PVC (permanent virtual circuit). Where one or 
more subscribers attached at one node had two leased line 
connections and internet access via the core network, these 
might constitute three services. "Remaining dependencies" 
for a service are defined herein, at any stage of the process 
of selecting diverse paths, as those nodes or other devices 
(core network access) along the primary path for that service 
whose failure would cause failure of the service. 

[0268] Preferably where one or more back-up paths are 
provided for one service, there should be an inherent pre- 
cedence to those paths, such that a logical process can be 
carried out at both the subscriber site and at the core network 
by which the best path is selected for use in the event of any 
failure in the network, by preferring the path that is intact 
and is highest up the precedence. Preferably this selection 
can be carried out locally at both the subscriber site and at 
the core network without reference to or knowledge of the 
state of the network, but solely based on a knowledge of 
which paths are intact. Preferably the result of a set of such 
local decisions is such as to provide best performance across 
the mesh as a whole. 

[0269] In the preferred method, an attempt to meet these 
objectives can be made by performing the following series 
of steps. 

[0270] As a first step, each direction of each link is marked 
with a "node failure array" that contains an entry for each 
possible node failure, where said entry gives the total 
amount of spare capacity available to be assigned for 
back-up paths in this link direction. The amount of spare 
capacity in each case is the amount spare within the current 
timeslot allocations in the no-failure case, plus the amount 
of tral5c that would no longer use this as a primary path if 
the node in question were to fail. Also all available lines- 
of-sight are marked with a node failure array containing all 
zeros in each direction. 

[0271] As a second step, for each service a set of initial 
remaining dependencies is marked, being all of the nodes 
and other devices on which its primary path depends, it 
being borne in mind that this is the path around which 
alternative routes are sought. 

[0272] As a third step, some ordering of all services is 
selected. In one embodiment, this ordering is in decreasing 

order of bandwidth (the committed source plus sink traI5c) 
per service. In another embodiment, this ordering is dictated 

by dilfering commercial importances of the services (pos- 
sible reflected in dilferent tarilfs paid for the services). In 
another embodiment, the ordering of the services is in 
decreasing order of remaining dependencies. It will be 
appreciated that other ordering rules can be applied depend- 
ing on the objectives of the network operator and that the 
above orderings can be applied in combination with dilferent 
preferences given to each of the factors. 

[0273] As a fourth step, for each service taken in this 
order, all possible paths to a MIP are identified, including 
those which use lines-of-sight that are available but are not 
being used for links. These are preferably ordered first by the 
smallest number of remaining dependencies that there would 
be if the path were selected, then sub-ordering these paths by 
total "cost", as a sum of link costs over the hops in the path; 
each link cost is preferably a function of the form (constant 
k1 per hop, plus constant k2 per extra timeslot needed to 
carry tral5c, 0&=kl&k2). Within this order, each path is 
tested to determine whether it is usable. A back-up path is 
only usable if it can be assigned without reducing the spare 
capacity entry in the node failure array (as defined in the first 
step above) below 0 in either direction on any link in the 
path, for each remaining dependency that would be removed 

by adding the back-up path. However there may be one or 
more timeslots available for allocation on one or more links, 
which if added would augment the link capacity such that no 

spare capacity entry in the node failure array then falls below 
0 in either direction. In such a case, the path is usable. 

[0274] The first usable path found in the fourth step is 
selected and any timeslots required are added, incrementing 
all entries in the node failure array defined in the first step 
for each direction of each link gaining a timeslot, by the 
capacity of the timeslot. The relevant remaining dependen- 
cies from the node's list removed by adding this path are 
removed from its list of remaining dependencies and the 
back-up path together with its precedence are recorded. The 
precedence of one back-up path is higher than that of another 
if it was produced earlier than said other in the execution of 
this method. All other array entries in the node failure array 
in both directions along said back-up path are adjusted to 
reflect the remaining dependencies removed by the back-up 
path. 

[0275] As the fourth step above is carried out for each 
service, the remaining dependencies for each service may 
not be reduced to zero. In one preferred embodiment, each 
service is considered repeatedly until its remaining depen- 
dencies either have been reduced to zero or cannot be further 
reduced. In another preferred embodiment, each service is 
considered once, then the services are reordered according to 
the criteria initially used for their ordering, each service is 
considered once more that does not have zero remaining 
dependencies, and so on until no more remaining depen- 
dencies can be removed. In a third preferred embodiment, 
after each back-up path has been recorded the reordering is 
completely recalculated, another back-up path is selected 
and so on until no more remaining dependencies can be 
removed. 

[0276] It should be noted that for each node, its initial 
remaining dependencies should be taken to include itself. 
Where node A has a remaining dependency on node B, this 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
21 

Apr. 11, 2002 

remaining dependency cannot be removed by a path that 
uses any link connected to B, unless A=B in which case it 
can include any link connected to B except for that link in 
the primary path from B to the core network. The purpose of 
these two rules is to provide a set of back-up paths that cater 
for the failure of both any one device and any one link. 

[0277] The addition of timeslots permitted in the course of 
adding a path, as described above, is permitted to include the 
case where a line-of-sight is turned into a link, subject to the 
availability of the antennas and timeslots required to support 
such a link. 

[0278] In one embodiment, the assignment of back-up 
paths follows the selection of links using the 
independent~aths FLAG-based process. This ordering fol- 
lows the order of description above. In another embodiment, 
either one or all of the stages of selection of links using the 
independent~aths FLAG-based process is omitted, the 
assignment of back-up paths then follows. In this case 
selection of links is partly or wholly a product of the process 
of adding back-up paths. 

II. 7. Providing for Peak Tral5c Load 

[0279] H. 7. 1 Introduction 

[0280] All the formation steps described so far have 
addressed the provision of sul5cient capacity across the 
mesh to support the committed tral5c rates associated with 
each service, both to and from each subscriber. For some 
tral5c types this is sul5cient. For example, a link between 
two telephone exchanges may require exactly this commit- 
ted tral5c rate at all times. However, other tral5c types may 
be characterised by: 

[0281] a committed tral5c rate, i. e. the rate to which the 
subscriber is entitled on demand; 

[0282] a peak tral5c rate, i. e. the maximum rate that the 
subscriber will ever be olfered; and, 

[0283] a minimum tral5c rate, i. e. the smallest rate that the 
subscriber will ever exploit. 

[0284] The first two rates define the service olfered to the 
subscriber. The committed tral5c rate should be olfered at all 
times, regardless of other subscriber tral5c levels. The peak 
tral5c rate will be olfered at some times, but these times will 
depend entirely on other subscriber tral5c levels and on any 
incidences of failed equipment or links in the mesh. 

[0285] The minimum tral5c rate is a property of the nature 
of the use to which the service is put. For example, an 
internet access service may be available to a subscriber at all 
times, but the subscriber may be making no use of it at all 
at some times. In such a case, the minimum tral5c rate is 
zero. As another example, the output of a surveillance 
camera may be low when there is no movement in the field 
of view of the camera (the minimum tral5c rate) and higher 
when there is movement (the committed tral5c rate). A link 
between two telephone exchanges may have equal commit- 
ted, peak and minimum rates. In general, any traffic service 
can be described by a combination of the committed, peak 
and minimum rates to and from the subscriber. 

[0286] In order to meet the requirement that the peak 
tral5c rate can be olfered at some times, it is sul5cient to 
ensure that the peak rate for each service can be olfered at 

a time when all other services are exploiting only their 
minimum rates: this requirement can be termed the "peak 
service delivery requirement". Since plural services will in 
general use each link in a mesh, some level of peak tral5c 
capacity will in general be available along the primary path 
(i. e. the path provided along the primary topology) of each 
service. In some cases, this capacity will be sul5cient to 
satisfy the peak service delivery requirement. In other cases, 
the addition of additional timeslots to some links in the 
primary topology will allow the peak service delivery 
requirement to be met. 

[0287] However, in yet other cases a dilferent approach 
may be preferable, for two reasons. First, a peak tral5c rate 
may be much larger than a committed tral5c rate. For 
example, a peak tral5c rate might be 8 times a committed 
tral5c rate. This means that very many links in the primary 
topology will require the allocation of timeslots additional to 
those allocated to carry the committed tral5c; this elfectively 
reduces the committed tral5c carrying capacity of the mesh, 
since some allowance for these additional timeslots must be 
made when forming the primary topology. 

[0288] Secondly, the process for adding redundant paths, 
described in the previous section, in general produces better 
results when there are more timeslots available to be allo- 
cated to redundant links; if timeslots must be reserved in the 
primary topology, then the provision of redundant paths will 
be alfected. Since the provision of peak tral5c capacity and 
redundant paths are both important objectives, then prefer- 
ably a method is used in which the provision of one is not 
at the expense of to the provision of the other but is instead 
complementary to the provision of the other. 

[0289] A preferred method for providing peak tral5c 
capacity is set out below. The preferred method relies on the 
ability to "inverse multiplex" the tral5c for one service 
between two points A and B, using plural paths across the 
mesh between these two points. Inverse multiplexing is a 
process in which a single stream of data that must be sent 
from A to B is divided at A into discrete portions, to each of 
which is added a label indicating a unique portion number, 
this portion number (typically) being incremented each time 
a portion is formed. Each labelled portion is then transmitted 
along one of the plural paths. At B, the portion numbers are 
used to reorder the data arriving across plural paths; the 
portions are joined together in number order and the labels 
removed, thus recreating the original stream. 

[0290] Preferably for each service, point A is at the sub- 
scriber node. Preferably for each service, point B is at some 
point on the primary path for that service. Preferably for 
each service, point B is at a point as close to the mesh edge 
as possible; for example it could be at common equipment 
linking all TNCPs to the core network. 

[0291] Given that the mesh provides an inverse multiplex- 
ing capability, a preferred method for satisfying peak tral5c 
rate requirements is, in outline: determine how much of the 
peak requirement is already satisfied by the primary path; 
then look for additional paths across the mesh which will 
supplement the primary path until these paths in total meet 
the peak rate requirement; an inverse multiplex can then be 
configured that operates over the primary and all necessary 
additional paths. 

[0292] In more detail, every service provided across the 
mesh can be characterised by six parameters: minimum rate 
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to subscriber, committed rate to subscriber, peak rate to 
subscriber, minimum rate from subscriber, committed rate 
from subscriber, peak rate from subscriber. These will be 
denoted herein MT, CT, PT, MF, CF, PF respectively. 

[0293] In practice, it may be desired to constrain these 
parameters to a range of values, such as constraining them 
all to be multiples of 64, 000 bits/second. It may also be 
desired to constrain the peak capacities allocated on each 
primary and additional path to another range of values, 
possibly related to the first range. Such constraints will be 
assumed in the following description, with the understand- 

ing that these constraints can be removed if desired, to allow 
the use of any granularity of allocation. 

[0294] Each direction of each link is first labelled with its 
available burst capacity C». This is the total capacity of the 
link in this direction less the sum of the minimum loads (MT 
or MF) for each service using the link as its primary path in 
the direction. 

[0295] Now, for each service whose peak rates exceed its 
committed rates, its primary path is scanned to find, for each 
direction, the lowest values of C» for any link along the 
path. Record for each direction the sum of this lowest value 
plus the minimum rate of this service, as the peak tralfic 
capacity provided for this service by the primary topology, 
denoted PTO or PFO. Record also for the service the amounts 

Sf St by which these figures PTO, PFO, when rounded down 
to the nearest allowed capacity value, fall short of the 
required PT, PF. 

[0296] II. 7. 2 Allocating New Peak Paths Over Existing 
Links 

[0297] The following steps are preferably carried out for 
every service where Sr or S, are non-zero in order to 
determine a set of paths that, when inverse-multiplexed 
together, provide the required PT and PF for the service. (CT 
and CF are not considered here as they are provided by the 

primary path. ) The order in which the services are consid- 
ered in these steps is not important. 

[0298] Copy all C» to variables Cb, for this service per 
direction per link, reflecting the peak capacity available in 
each link direction for this service. Reduce the Cb, along all 
links in the primary path by the PTO, PFO values recorded for 
the service, after rounding down to the nearest allowed 
capacity value. 

[0299] While either Sr or S, for this service remains non- 

zero, repeat the loop: 

[0300] determine all possible paths across links in the 
mesh between the points A and B for this service; 

[0301] if Sr&S„order these paths in decreasing order 
of the smallest value of Cb, on any link in the path in 
the direction towards the subscriber. Otherwise, 
order the paths in decreasing order of the smallest 
value of Cb, on any link in the path in the direction 
from the subscriber; 

[0302] if all the paths produce a smallest value of Cb, 
which is less than the smallest allowed capacity 
value, then break out of this loop: the peak capacity 
cannot be delivered by the current capacities of the 
links in the mesh; 

[0303] otherwise, the path at the head of the order is 
the path which can provide the largest part of the 
unsatisfied peak capacity. Add this path to the list of 
additional paths for the service. If this is the n'" 

additional path so identified, starting at n=1, record 
this path with a peak capacity of PT„, PF„, where 

PT„, PF„are the peak capacities available from this 
path (even if these peak capacities exceed the unal- 
located peak capacity); 

[0304] adjust S„Sr, reducing them by these PT„, PF„ 
values recorded for the service, when rounded down 
to the nearest allowed capacity value. Reduce the Cb, 
in each direction along this path by the same adjust- 
ments. If either of S„Sr becomes negative, set them 
to 0. 

[0305] At the end of this loop, the peak capacity of the 
service, or as much of it as possible, has been provided by 
the current link capacities of the mesh. If there is any 
unsatisfied capacity, the following steps are preferably used 
to provide it. 

[0306] II. 7. 3 Increasing the Capacity of Existing Links 

[0307] If there is at least one service for which either of S„ 
Sf are non-zero, the following process is preferably repeated 
in its entirety to add one additional timeslot to the mesh on 
each repeat, until no more timeslots remain whose use will 
satisfy at least some of the outstanding peak capacity of at 
least one service. 

[0308] Set up a flag for each radio link, to indicate whether 
both of the nodes at the ends of the link have at least one 
spare timeslot available. This indicates all the links which 
are candidates for addition of a beneficial timeslot. If no 

flags are set, no more beneficial timeslots remain and this 
procedure ends. 

[0309] Set up a count N„, initially 0, per direction on each 
radio link, which will be used in the following steps to 
indicate the number of paths whose peak capacity would be 
increased by adding a timeslot in that direction. 

[0310] For each service for which either of S„Sr is 
non-zero: 

[0311] copy all C» to variables Cb, per direction per 
service, reflecting the peak capacity available in each 
link direction for this service. Reduce the Cb, on all 
links along all the paths recorded for this service, by 
the PT„/PF„values recorded for these paths; 

[0312] if S, is non-zero, then for every recorded path 
in the direction towards the subscriber, scan the path 
to find the link with the smallest value of Cb, . 
Increment N„ for that link and direction; 

[0313] if Sr is non-zero, then for every recorded path 
in the direction from the subscriber, scan the path to 
find the link with the smallest value of Cb, . Incre- 
ment N„ for that link and direction. 

[0314] Note that all alternate paths are considered here, 
since any one of them may increase the peak capacity of the 
service. A link that is the constricting point for two paths for 
the same service will cause Nes to be incremented twice on 
this link. This is intentional: a complete new timeslot is 
likely to add capacity via both paths. 
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[0315] If all links that are flagged to indicate a timeslot 
available have N„=O in both directions, this procedure ends. 

[0316] Otherwise, for the link and direction with the 
highest N„, out of those flagged to indicate a timeslot 
available, add a timeslot to the link and update its C» 
appropriately. 

[0317] For each path for a service that uses this link and 
direction: 

[0318] update the PT„/PF„recorded for the path, to 
reflect the actual peak capacity that the path can now 
sustain. If either S„Sr for the service is non-zero, 
also update these to reflect the peak capacity now 
available for the service; 

[0319] if more than one path for this service uses this 
link and direction, this step should preferably not 
double-count the additional capacity. Therefore, in 
such a case: 

[0320] the paths are preferably considered as can- 
didates for the additional capacity in decreasing 
order of their P„, where P„ is the greater of PT„and 
PF„before either is updated; 

[0321] the first path in this order is allocated any 
bandwidth from the link that it can exploit along 
the whole path; 

[0322] only the new link capacity left unexploited 

by the first candidate may be considered for the 
second candidate, and so on. 

[0323] For each service, at the end of the above steps there 
will be a path set consisting of a primary path with peak 
capacity PTO, PFO, plus zero or more additional paths with 
peak capacities PT„, PF„. Together, the paths in this path set 
allow the peak capacity of the service to be delivered, or 
partially delivered if either of S„Sr for the service was not 
reduced to 0 in the steps above. 

[0324] The path numbers n allocated to the additional 
paths in a path set were chosen above to reflect the decreas- 
ing order in which they contribute to the peak capacity. Any 
timeslots then added to mesh links may have caused this 
ordering to change. Therefore, the path numbers are pref- 
erably reordered, by allocating, for n=1 upwards, path 
number n to the path that gives the greatest reduction in 
whichever of S„Sr is the greater when the capacities of only 
path numbers 0. . . n-1 were considered. 

[0325] The reordered PT„, PF„are then preferably all 
rounded down to the nearest allowed capacity value and 
summed from n=O upwards, until they equal or exceed the 
PT and PF for the service. These then constitute the final set 
of paths over which inverse multiplexing will occur. One or 
more of the higher numbered paths may not be required and 
in this case they are not included in the set. 

[0326] In one embodiment, the steps for peak capacity 
allocation described above are carried out following those 
steps used to add redundant links and back-up paths. In 
another embodiment, the steps for peak capacity allocation 
described above are carried out following those steps used to 
add redundant links and before those steps used to add 
back-up paths. 

[0327] In another embodiment, the steps for peak capacity 
allocation are carried out excluding those used to select 
additional peak paths, and the remaining steps are carried 
out prior to adding redundant links. This approach provides 
a set of peak tralfic paths that do not rely on inverse 
multiplexing for their operation, by adding timeslots to the 
primary topology. As noted above, such an approach will 
tend to lessen the capability of the mesh to provide back-up 
paths, but it avoids the requirement for the mesh to support 
inverse multiplexing. 

II. S. Incorporation of Cable Links 

[0328] A network may contain both cable and wireless 
links. In such a case, the detailed examples of the method 
described herein can readily be adapted for use in such 
methods. Example cases of such networks include networks 
where a pair of mesh nodes are linked together by cable, for 
example at a location where two such nodes provide a 
beneficial increase in the number of lines-of-sight at the 
location. Another case arises where a number of subscribers 
are linked to a mesh node via intermediate switching equip- 
ment via cable links. In a further example, in the example of 
FIG. 1, the feeder link 53 between the MIP standard node 
51 and the MIP adapted node 52 is a cable link, as is the 
connection from the TNCP 4 to the trunk 3. Finally, there 
may be cable links from the trunk 3 to a central tralfic 
switching centre. 

[0329] The methods described herein can beneficially be 
applied to a whole network which includes both cable and 
wireless links, such as the above examples. Particular ben- 
efits include the use of the method described herein to 
provide resilient tralfic paths all the way to a central switch- 
ing centre, so providing resilience against failures of all 
nodes and links, both cable and wireless, in the whole 
network. 

[0330] For the purposes of applying the method to cable 
links, the following additional procedures may be imple- 
mented. Where the link is a cable link, no consideration of 
remaining free antennas is made when considering the 
possible use of that link in a path. Instead of a check that 
sulficient timeslots can be allocated at each node to support 
the link, the total capacity of a cable link is instead tested 
against the trafflc that it is required to carry. The total 
capacity is similarly used when calculating the "node failure 
array". After the primary topology has been produced and 
before the addition of redundant paths, all cable links not 
included in the primary topology should be incorporated into 
the first diversity set. 

[0331] Where feeder links are realised using the same 
technology as the mesh wireless links, they can preferably 
be treated as links between a pair of nodes each with 
multiple antennas but only one line-of-sight, this line-of- 
sight being to each other. 

[0332] The methods described herein can be used in the 
case of networks whose links are wholly cable links for 
example for the purpose of calculating a set of primary and 
redundant paths across such a network. 

II. 9. Addition of MIPs 

[0333] If it becomes necessary during operation of a mesh 
for one of the nodes become a MIP, perhaps because of 
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additional tral5c capacity requirements necessitating 
another connection to the core network, then the node which 
is to become a MIP is preferably selected from all (suitable) 
nodes in the network as follows. Each node is considered in 
turn and the minimum hop counts to all other nodes is found 
for each. A method to do this has previously been described. 
The minimum hop counts to all such other nodes is then 
summed. Where the tral5c requirements of each node is 
known, preferably the sum is a weighted sum in which the 
minimum hop count for each such other node is multiplied 

by the tral5c requirement at that node. For each node, a sum 
of minimum hop counts has now been calculated; preferably 
the node which is to become a MIP is the node giving the 
smallest sum. 

II. 10. Application to Networks other than Access 
Networks 

[0334] In a more general case, the methods described 
herein can be used to form networks whose main purpose is 
other than to convey tral5c from subscribers to a core 
network. Examples of such use are the construction of a 

general purpose resilient topology linking plural nodes, to 
carry traffic whose characteristics are not necessarily known 
at the time of formation of the network and which may flow 
entirely within the network, to and from a core network or 
some combination of these. In the case where tral5c to be 
carried between two nodes is known, then the required 
source and sink capacity is marked against both such nodes. 
If the level of tral5c to be carried in the network is not 
known, then each node may preferably be assigned an 
identical level. 

[0335] In order to form such a network in the absence of 
a core network, one or more nodes are designated as anchor 
nodes and the method then proceeds as if they were con- 
nection nodes. If there is one such anchor node, then the 
method will produce a fully connected network. If plural 
such anchor nodes are used, then a fully interconnected 
network will be produced if the anchor nodes are themselves 
interconnected. This may be done by any means, before or 
after the application of this method. It may be done by 
applying the method described herein to a set of lines-of- 
sight between the anchor nodes. 

[0336] If there is to be one anchor node, it is preferably 
selected from all the nodes in the network as follows. Each 
node is considered in turn and the minimum hop counts to 
all other nodes is found for each. A method to do this has 
previously been described. The minimum hop counts to all 
such other nodes is then summed. Where the tral5c require- 
ments of each node is known, preferably the sum is a 

weighted sum in which the minimum hop count for each 
such other node is multiplied by the tral5c requirement at 
that node. For each node, a sum of minimum hop counts has 
now been calculated; preferably the anchor node is the node 
giving the smallest sum. 

II. 11. Conclusion 

[0337] The result of the example formation method 
described in detail above is a database or data structure that 
indicates or represents a topology showing for all nodes that 
can be connected into a mesh how the nodes should be 
linked to other nodes should be allocated to the links. A 
network operator in practice can then take that database or 

data structure and implement a physical realisation of the 
mesh as generally described above and/or in our WO-A-98/ 
27694 by linking actual nodes using actual transmission 
links in reliance on the topology indicated or represented by 
that database or data structure. 

III. "COLOURING" 

III. 1. Introduction 

[0338] The preferred formation method as described 
above is capable of being applied to meshes using a variety 
of dilferent radio transmission techniques. As noted above, 
these include the class of meshes in which all transmissions 
on radio links are carried out in repeated time frames of 
discrete timeslots, for example a mesh that operates in a 
Time Division Duplex (TDD) mode. There are a variety of 
ways of operating a mesh in TDD mode. In one preferred 
mode of operation, in each discrete timeslot each node can 
transmit to one other node, receive from one other node or 
be inactive. Each discrete timeslot will be assigned a 
timeslot number, for the purposes of the following discus- 
sion. If there are numTimeSlots discrete timeslots, they are 
numbered from 1 to numTimeSlots. 

[0339] The preferred formation process produces meshes 
appropriate for such TDD operation, since it ensures that 
enough timeslots are allocated on each link to carry the 
allocated tral5c for the link, while at the same time it ensures 
that the total number of timeslots allocated for all the links 
at any one node is no more than the number of timeslots in 
a TDD frame. 

[0340] In the case where a mesh operates in a TDD mode, 
an additional process is preferably carried out after the 
formation process and before the mesh network is deployed, 
in which a timeslot number is allocated for each of the 
timeslots required on each radio link in the mesh. As has 
been briefly discussed above and as will become apparent 
from the following, this process can be likened to a math- 
ematical problem well known within the area of graph 
theory, which is known as the colouring problem and is thus 
referred to herein as "colouring" a mesh or similar: dilferent 
timeslots in a time frame are notionally associated with a 
dilferent "colour". For a mesh, there are however some 
additional goals that this process should preferably achieve 
that are not present in the standard colouring problem within 

graph theory. These goals relate to the practical aspects of 
operation of a radio communications mesh. 

[0341] In this analogy, the standard colouring problem 
concerns only the assignment of timeslots to links such that 
each node requires each numbered timeslot to be active for 
use on at most one radio link. In other words, given that at 
any particular node it is desired to avoid having reception 
from or transmission to other nodes taking place during the 
same timeslot numbers (i. e. it is preferred that any particular 
node is only either transmitting to or receiving from one 
other node only at any time instant), each timeslot used for 
transmission to and from the node in this embodiment must 
have a different timeslot number or "colour". (This assumes 
that all transmissions and receptions take place at the same 
carrier frequency. ) Preferably the process used for a mesh 
should also take account of one or more of the following 
additional factors. 

[0342] Whenever a timeslot is used for transmission on 
any one link by a node, then all other nodes at which that 
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same timeslot is used for reception may receive some 
interference from this transmitting node. If the transmitting 
node is located far enough from another node, this other 
node may also receive some interference in following 
timeslots, according to the distance between the nodes and 
the temporal length of the timeslots in question. The use of 
highly directional antennas in the mesh reduces the elfects of 
this interference, but the colouring process preferably pro- 
duces a set of timeslot allocations which permits each link 
to operate such that the strength of the desired signal 
received in each reception timeslot is greater by an adequate 
margin than the strength of the total interference received in 
that timeslot. 

[0343] In order to produce a set of mesh links which will 
operate compatibly, the colouring process preferably pro- 
duces a set of power levels at which each timeslot on each 
link should operate. 

[0344] Dependent on the operating frequency of the radio 
links, the attenuation on those links may be alfected by 
changing weather conditions. In some weather patterns, such 
as a moving heavy rain front, the various signal or interfer- 
ence paths within the mesh may be alfected by the weather 
conditions in dilferent ways at the same time. The set of 
power levels produced by the colouring process preferably 
produces a set of link configurations which are able for a 

high proportion of the time to operate compatibly, taking 
into account such weather conditions. 

[0345] Typically a mesh network may be assigned mul- 

tiple frequency channels on which to operate; preferably the 
nodes can use any one such channel during each timeslot. 
The level of interference between a transmitter on one link 
and a receiver on another will be reduced where they operate 
on dilferent frequencies; the colouring process preferably 
exploits this fact in a multi-channel mesh to achieve a 
satisfactory colouring in cases where such a colouring could 
not be achieved in a mesh operating on fewer channels. 

[0346] Where nodes are equipped with plural discrete 
antennas, these antennas may be operated using a single 
radio transmitter and a single radio receiver, for reasons of 
cost. In such a case, in practice each desired transmission out 
of an intended antenna may be accompanied by a (usually 
lower power) transmission on all other antennas, while each 
signal received on a desired antenna may be accompanied by 
additional interference elfects from the other antennas. Pref- 
erably the levels of transmission and reception on the other 
antennas are very much weaker than those via the desired 
antenna. The colouring process preferably accommodates 
this additional interference and preferably does so not only 
when all antennas are static and in defined positions but also 
when any antenna other than the desired antenna is either 
moving or at a random orientation. This ensures that the 
mesh continues to operate correctly during antenna move- 
ments, such as may occur during an adaptation sequence. 

III. 2. Example Colouring Method 

[0347] The preferred method to colour a mesh, taking into 
account these additional factors, is as follows. The method 
is based on the theorems of Konig (1916) and Vizing (1964) 
and on public domain algorithms based on these theorems. 
The public domain algorithms as applied in the present 
context will be outlined here, then the preferred or optional 

additional steps added to account for certain mesh-specific 
factors will be described. For the purposes of these algo- 
rithms: 

[0348] each mesh node is regarded as a vertex of a graph; 

[0349] each timeslot required for transmission from node 
N1 to node N2 is regarded as an edge. The direction of 
transmission on an edge is significant for the purposes of 
interference calculations; 

[0350] the number of edges meeting at a vertex is the total 
number of timeslots to be used for either transmission or 
reception at the node which is that vertex; 

[0351] an edge is "coloured" by assigning a timeslot 
number to it. 

[0352] In the case of the mesh, the preferred colouring 
process also includes assigning a frequency channel and 

appropriate power levels to the edge. 

[0353] If edges with the smallest number of available 
choices are coloured first, then the chance of finding a 
successful colouring is greatest (though this cannot be 
guaranteed). Accordingly, the following steps may be car- 
ried out: 

[0354] C1) all the vertices are scanned to find a 
vertex with the maximum number of edges; 

[0355] C2) these edges are coloured arbitrarily. Each 
colouring of an edge reduces the number of colours 
available at each of its end vertices by one; 

[0356] C3) for each edge, a variable db1MaxChoice 
is initially set to twice the number of colours avail- 
able, representing the sum of the colours available at 
each of its end vertices; 

[0357] C4) for every edge sharing an end vertex with 
the edges just coloured, reduce the value of 
db1MaxChoice by 1 for each instance of sharing; 

[0358] C5) select one of the edges with the smallest 
value of db1MaxChoice, and place this at position 1 
in the list of edges to be coloured; 

[0359] C6) reduce db1MaxChoice for every other 
edge by 1 for every vertex it shares with this edge; 

[0360] C7) repeat the preceding two steps, every time 
placing one of the edges with smallest 
db1MaxChoice at the next highest position in the 
list. Continue until the list is fully ordered; 

[0361] CS) assign the next edge to be coloured the 
first colour which is free at both end vertices; 

[0362] C9) if no colour is free at both ends, then 
remove the previous colour assignment (this is 
termed "backtracking") and consider the next colour 
which was free at both end vertices of that edge; 

[0363] C10) repeat the preceding two steps until 
either the process has backtracked to the first edge to 
be coloured and there are no more colours to try, or 
all of the edges have been coloured. 

[0364] This procedure has the capacity to explore every 
possible colouring before giving up, but will in general 
backtrack a lot more times than is optimal, so that the time 
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taken in colouring may be excessive. This is because the 
procedure will often find that no common colour is free at 
both vertices at step CS. 

[0365] To reduce the amount of backtracking in such a 

case, the following method, which corresponds to the 
method published by Konig with his theorem, may be used. 
This handles the case where a timeslot is free at each end of 
an edge, but is a dilferent timeslot at each vertex. This 
method attempts to reassign existing timeslot allocations 
until a common timeslot becomes available. Therefore, 
instead of backtracking when there is no common colour 
free at both ends of an edge, Konig's method may be 
attempted at step CS. If this fails, then the algorithm may 
backtrack. 

[0366] In the basic algorithm steps described above, there 
was a once-only ordering of edges, carried out in steps C1 
to C7. An alternative preferred implementation reorders 
every time an edge is coloured. Instead of maintaining a 
db1MaxChoice variable as previously described, at each 
colouring step a determination is made of how many colours 
are actually available for each edge and the edge having the 
least available colours is coloured next. This additional 
processing may save a greater amount of processing, 
avoided by reducing the quantity of back-tracking or reas- 
signments by Konig's method. Because of the need to 
consider interference elfects during each colour reassign- 
ment, Konig's reassignment method is less elfective in the 
case of a mesh than in the standard graph colouring problem 
(for which it was of course designed). 

HI. 3. Accommodating Intra-mesh Interference 

[0367] In order to obtain colourings that accommodate 
interference constraints arising from interference occurring 
between nodes of the mesh, two matrices are preferably 
used. The first is an interference matrix Inter[][] where 
Inter[i][j] indicates the degree to which edge [i] introduces 
interference to edge [j] in the case where both edges are 
coloured with the same frequency channel. Note that this 
matrix is not (in general) symmetrical: Inter[i][j] is not (in 
general) equal to Inter[j][i]. In order to set up InterfI][], a 
method of choosing signal levels for each edge must first be 
carried out. 

[0368] Preferably, for each edge the signal power at the 
receiving end of the edge is chosen as the minimum level 
required to decode the signal at the receiver. This is gener- 
ally determined by reference to the power level of noise in 
the receiving equipment, generally termed its "noise floor". 
The signal power level required will be a multiple of the 
noise floor. This multiple is generally termed the "demodu- 
lation margin". It may be dilferent on dilferent edges, for 
example as a function of the radio modulation being applied 
to the edge. 

[0369] Such an approach to setting the received power 
levels generally acts to minimise the overall transmitted 
energy in the mesh and allows links to be operated at their 
maximum possible lengths. However, the dynamic range of 
the transmitter may be limited such that on some short links 
the minimum possible signal power at the receiver is greater 
than required to exceed the noise floor by the demodulation 
margin. 

[0370] Preferably all radio links are operated such that the 
received power level for each edge is kept constant. As 

weather and other conditions vary, this requires the trans- 
mitted power for each edge to be adjusted, to compensate for 
varying levels of power loss along the link. Preferably this 
is achieved by a technique of feedback on each link, 
whereby the receiving end of the link indicates to the 
transmitting end how much the transmitting end should 
increase or decrease its transmitted power level in order to 
restore the received power level to its desired level. 

[0371] For each edge, a maximum transmit power is 
preferably chosen, such that the link is able to operate at 
some maximum level of adverse weather and other condi- 
tions. If the feedback from the receiver indicates that more 
power is required than this maximum, then the transmit 
power is held at this maximum. For example, in a particular 
location it may be known that a certain level of rainfall is 
exceeded on average for 0. 01% of the time; a maximum 
transmit power that permitted the link to operate at this level 
of rainfall would be required in order to allow the link to 
function for the remaining 99. 99% of the time. Preferably, 
the maximum transmit power is increased to allow for any 
power setting or measurement tolerances or errors in the 
radio system, within both receiver and transmitter, thus 
ensuring that operation for such a percentage of the time can 
in practice be achieved. 

[0372] Given the set of received power levels and 
demodulation margins, a matrix Allowed'] can be con- 
structed to represent the maximum level of interference 
allowable at the receiving end of an edge, this being an 
interference level which lies below the received signal 
power by the demodulation margin plus any allowances 
required for tolerances or errors of the type described above. 

[0373] Having determined the maximum transmit power 
for each edge, Inter[i][j]can now be set up. Since in the 
preferred embodiment of the mesh both edges i and j 
correspond to pairs of directional antennas aligned along 
each of the edges, the interference from edge i onto edge j 
will in general be reduced according to the extent that the 
antennas are aligned away from the interference path. The 
interference will also depend on the weather and other 
conditions. 

[0374] In one preferred implementation, the interference 
level is calculated according to the weather conditions that 
will produce the maximum interference to edge j, but based 
on the signal level calculated for the weather conditions that 
produce the minimum received signal on edge i. This allows 
for correct operation in the presence of weather fronts, for 
example where the path of a link is experiencing heavy rain, 
so that its transmitted power is increased, but the interfer- 
ence path is not experiencing rain, so that the interference is 
not diminished by rain. 

[0375] In another preferred implementation, the interfer- 
ence level is calculated as the greater of: 

[0376] that occurring when both signal and interference 
paths experience one extreme of weather conditions; and, 

[0377] that occurring when both signal and interference 
paths experience the other extreme of weather conditions. 

[0378] This second approach is based on the premise that 
severely dilferent conditions between signal and interfer- 
ence paths occur very rarely and can be included in the 
percentage of the time for which a link may not function 
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correctly. This approach may be preferred to the previous 
one since it allows for substantially reduced margins 
between signal and interference and hence increases the 
tralfic density that can be supported using a fixed allocation 
of transmission channels. 

[0379] In the case where each antenna is associated with 
a separate radio receiver and transmitter unit, the interfer- 
ence is preferably calculated with reference only to the 
antenna positions corresponding to the relevant edges. As 
noted above, where multiple antennas are grouped with a 
common radio receiver and transmitter unit, this in practice 
is likely to give rise to interference through all the antennas 
thus associated, preferably diminished in the case of the 
antennas not allocated to the link by an isolation margin 
implemented in each node. In order to determine the inter- 
ference elfects allowing for grouped antennas in a static 
operating mesh, the worst case interference arising is deter- 
mined by considering all combinations of: 

[0380] any one of the grouped antennas at the source node 
for the interference; and, 

[0381] any one of the grouped antennas at the receiver 
node for the interference. 

[0382] Preferably the case is also accommodated of an 
antenna within such groups that is not assigned to either of 
the edges and which is oriented in an arbitrary direction. As 
noted above this prevents interference elfects arising spe- 
cifically during antenna movements, such as may occur for 
example during an adaptation sequence. This case can be 
accommodated by considering all four combinations of two 
cases of antennas at the source node and the receiver node 
for the interference: the two cases are the antenna which is 
assigned to the edge, at its assigned orientation, plus another 
antenna in the group, oriented directly towards the other 
node but subject to the isolation margin. 

[0383] Having determined: 

[0384] the levels of relevant interference from each edge 
to each other edge; and, 

[0385] the total allowed interference into each edge; 

[0386] this information can be used to modify the behav- 
iour of the colouring process previously described. 

[0387] When a colour is assigned to an edge, then in the 
case where multiple frequency channels are available, each 
assignment preferably includes a channel number. The chan- 
nel number will in general alfect the interference with other 
edges. Preferably the algorithm attempts first to allocate the 
lowest channel number in all colours and considers other 
channels only in the case described below. 

[0388] When a colour is assigned to an edge [i], this colour 
becomes unavailable for all the edges [j] for which it would 
cause the total interference in that colour to exceed Allowed 

[j]. Note that it is not the same as using a colour at both end 
vertices of the edge, because the colour still remains avail- 
able for other edges terminating at either end of edge [j] if 
they do not sulfer interference from [i]. 

[0389] The preferred algorithm therefore applies the con- 
dition that there may not be excessive interference between 
a newly coloured edge and the existing coloured edges, in 
addition to requiring the same timeslot to be available at 
either end vertex of an edge. If this rules out all timeslots for 

the edge, considering only the lowest frequency channel, 
then consideration may be given to use of other frequency 
channels, preferring the lowest numbered useable channel. 

[0390] Note that in the case where a source of and receiver 
of interference are located close to each other, transmissions 
in a specific timeslot will typically cause interference only in 
the same numbered timeslot. However, in the case of greater 
separations, interference may additionally or alternatively 
occur in following timeslots. This is preferably allowed for 
in determining the interference sulfered. In this regard, it 
should be recalled that because the timeslot pattern repeats, 
Timeslot number 1 is the timeslot following Timeslot num- 
ber num TimeSlots. 

[0391] Some variations can be made to the above proce- 
dures, and these will now be discussed. 

IH. 4. Constrained Colouring 

[0392] Where a first mesh is currently being operated and 
it is proposed to change to a second mesh, for example as a 

step in a mesh adaptation, there will in general be a set of 
edges that occur in both meshes. Preferably a colouring can 
be calculated for the second mesh such that as many 
common colours from the first mesh are retained as possible. 
This is termed herein "constrained colouring". 

[0393] In the following, a half-link is defined as the set of 
edges that are used to transmit from node N1 to node N2. A 
preferred method for constrained colouring divides the 
colouring process into three parts. Part 1 deals with each 
half-link that requires the same number of or more edges to 
be assigned in the second mesh than in the first mesh: the 
colourings for this half-link from the first mesh are simply 
copied to the second mesh; any additional edges required for 
these half-links will be coloured in Part 3. Part 2 deals with 
all other half-links that occur in both the first and the second 
meshes. As these were not dealt with in Part 1, they therefore 
have fewer edges to colour in the second mesh than in the 
first. For these half-links, the full colouring algorithm as 
above is run, but for each edge the only candidate colourings 
allowed are those which were used in the first mesh. Part 3 
then deals with the additional edges for half-links which 
require additional edges to be coloured, plus all new half- 
links. In Part 3, the colouring process is run entirely unmodi- 
fied. Note that backtracking can occur only in Part 3 but may 
alter colourings that were assigned in Parts 1 and 2. 

[0394] Preferably, a time limit can optionally be set for a 
constrained colouring computation, for example the time 
limit being a small multiple of the time taken to carry out 
unconstrained colouring on the second mesh. This prevents 
the computation being continued in the case where substan- 
tial backtracking occurs, and where the resulting colouring 
for the second mesh is unlikely to be usefully more similar 
to the first mesh than for unconstrained colouring, due to the 
changes made during backtracking. 

HI. 5. Concatenation 

[0395] The colouring process can be enhanced to produce 
meshes that require the use of a reduced number of fre- 
quency channels in the case where the mesh radio equipment 
supports concatenation of timeslots, which will now be 
discussed. 

[0396] Typically only p %, being less than 100%, of the 
duration of a timeslot is used for transmission of tralfic. The 
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remainder is reserved both for overhead transmissions used 
for example for radio link maintenance and also to allow a 
"guard band". One reason for employing a guard band in the 
context of the preferred mesh is to ensure that, taking 
account of the time of flight of a radio signal sent in a 
timeslot from node N1 to node N2, the signal has been 
completely received before N2 requires to begin communi- 
cation with another node during the following timeslot. 

[0397] If C consecutively numbered timeslots are concat- 
enated, this means they are used on the same half-link and 
with the same additional colouring parameters, such as 
power level and frequency channel number. Therefore the 
transmitting node can transmit continuously through the C 
timeslots, thus utilising 100% of the first C-1 timeslots plus 

p % of the final timeslot in the concatenation. This can 
reduce the number of timeslots required to carry a given 
quantity of tralfic. This is turn will reduce the number of 
edges required at some vertices; in practice these are usually 
the most constrained vertices, which means that the colour- 
ing task can be potentially made to use fewer frequency 
channels. 

[039II] In one preferred implementation, the total capacity 
required on all half-links should be such that this capacity 
can still be provided in the event that no concatenations are 
used, without requiring the number of edges available at any 
one vertex to be exceeded. In such a case, successful 
colouring of concatenations can assist in increasing spectral 
performance but it is not a precondition for achieving the 
specified capacities. 

[0399] In order to take advantage of concatenations, the 
colouring algorithm is preferably aware of the total capacity 
required on each half-link, of the capacity obtained from 
100% usage of a timeslot, and also of the value of p. It 
should be noted that the value of p in general depends on the 
physical length of the half-link. 

[0400] Given the above information, it is possible to 
compute all the optimum concatenations for a mesh. On any 
half-link, a concatenation of C timeslots is beneficial if its 
use on the half link in place of unconcatenated timeslots 
would allow at least one timeslot less to be used on the 
half-link to provide the total required capacity. For a half- 
link for which at least one beneficial concatenation exists 
and for which up to D timeslots can be dropped by use of one 
such, the best single concatenation is the shortest beneficial 
concatenation, being of length B timeslots, which allows D 
timeslots to be dropped. If the best single concatenation 
cannot be split into two or more smaller concatenations that 
use a total of B timeslots and allow a total of D timeslots to 
be dropped, then the best single concatenation is the opti- 
mum concatenation for that half-link. Otherwise the opti- 
mum concatenations for the half-link are such two or more 
smaller concatenations. Preferably, where more than one set 
of such smaller concatenations exists, the optimum concat- 
enations are that set with the smallest maximum length of 
any of the smaller concatenations. 

[0401] Given that optimum concatenations exist for a 
subset of the half-links in some mesh, the colouring algo- 
rithm can be modified to incorporate them. Preferably, all 
such concatenations are coloured completely at the start of 
the colouring process, instead of starting at a vertex with the 
maximum number of edges. The optimum concatenations 
are preferably coloured in descending order of C. For 

colouring of concatenations, the colouring algorithm looks 
for a consecutive block of C timeslots that are usable with 
a single value of power settings/frequency channel number. 
In each case, if none such is available, the full number of 
unconcatenated edges must be coloured instead. After 
attempting colouring of the concatenations, the process of 
colouring the remaining single edges then proceeds as 
previously described. 

[0402] Where constrained colouring and concatenations 
are both used, then preferably in Parts 1 and 2 of the 
constrained colouring method discussed above all 
unchanged optimum concatenations from the first mesh are 
copied as a part of the constrained colouring process 
described above. Then Part 3 of the constrained colouring 
method discussed above begins by attempting to colour first 
the remaining concatenations and then all remaining single 
edges. 

III. 6. Coexistence with Other Radio Systems 

[0403] There may be at least one "alien" radio system 
(being a radio system that is not part of the mesh), com- 
prising a transmitter and/or a receiver, operating at a fre- 
quency close to or the same as one or more frequency 
channels used by the mesh, such that one or more edges of 
the mesh, if inappropriately coloured, will sulfer interfer- 
ence from or cause interference to such alien radio system. 
Given some information about the characteristics of such 
alien radio system, additional steps are preferably added to 
the colouring process such that a colouring is produced in 
which such interference does not occur. 

[0404] Examples of interference to and from a mesh will 
now be given. 

[0405] III. 6. 1. Interference to a Mesh 

[0406] There may be a radio system operating in the same 
geographic region as a mesh which uses frequency channels 
close to those used in the mesh. This may for example be a 
cellular radio system. Information on the location, frequency 
use, transmission power and antenna profiles of the base 
stations in such a cellular system will generally be obtain- 
able. Such base stations will emit high power signals which 
may potentially cause interference to one or more edges of 
the mesh. 

[0407] More generally, there may be an alien transmitter 
of interference, whether in the same geographic region as a 

mesh, close to it or remote from it, transmitting at frequen- 
cies close to or the same as one or more of those being used 
in the mesh, such that one or more edges in the mesh may 
potentially receive interference from such alien transmitter. 
An example of a remote transmitter that may cause inter- 
ference is a satellite radio transmitter. The existence of such 
a transmitter, and its location and other characteristics as 
above, may be notified to the operator of a mesh system and 
thus constitute information that can be used during the 
colouring process. 

[040II] If information about an alien transmitter is not 
available or for safety in any event, the mesh radio devices 
at the nodes may assign some time allocation to detecting 
significant levels of interference from alien transmitters. 
Information from such measured levels can then be used 
during the colouring process. For example, as described 
elsewhere herein, timeslots might be reserved for interfer- 
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ence measurements. In the present context, some of these 
reserved timeslots may be allocated such that no mesh 
devices transmit during these timeslots. In such timeslots, 
the mesh devices can be arranged to measure total interfer- 
ence due to alien devices, carrying out such measurements 
for one or more frequency channels and one or more antenna 
positions. 

[0409] In some cases, the exact location of an alien 
transmitter may not be known, or it may vary over time, and 
thus it may be desirable to produce a colouring that tolerates 
transmissions from anywhere in some geographic region up 
to some interference power. For example, there may be a 
radio network in a nearby region whose topology varies over 
time and whose maximum transmitting power is known. 

[0410] In all of these cases, the total interference from 
alien transmitters may be calculated for each combination of 
an edge of the mesh and frequency channel available for use 
in the mesh. Where interference has been measured, its value 
can be included directly in the calculation of the total 
interference. Where the interference is predicted to come 
from a particular transmitter location or region, its worst 
case value can be calculated taking account of the antenna 
position, antenna profile and channel rejection of the mesh 
device receiving the interference. 

[0411] As a part of the preferred colouring process 
described above (see section II. 3 above), a transmit signal 
power level for each edge in the mesh will have been chosen. 
Since in the preferred embodiment the transmit signal level 
for each edge has been determined, the threshold level of 
interference on each edge, above which the edge will not 
operate correctly, can also be determined. If an edge/channel 
combination shows interference from alien systems above 
this level, that edge/channel combination can be marked as 
not useable. Otherwise, the alien interference can be com- 
bined with mesh interference during the colouring process. 

[0412] In general, the alien transmitter will not use a 
timeslot pattern that is the same as that used in the mesh. In 
such cases, the calculated interference is preferably regarded 
as applying to all timeslots if used on a particular frequency 
channel at a specific edge, rather than more specifically to 
individual edge/timeslot/frequency combinations. 

[0413] III. 6. 2. Interference from a Mesh 

[0414] Examples of interference from a mesh include the 
case of a radio system operating in the same geographic 
region as a mesh which uses frequency channels close to 
those used in the mesh. This may for example be a cellular 
radio system. In such a case, information on the location, 
frequency use, interference susceptibility and antenna pro- 
files of the base stations in such a cellular system will 
generally be obtainable. One or more edges of the mesh may 
potentially cause interference to such a base station. 

[0415] More generally, there may be an alien radio 
receiver, which may be in the same geographic region as a 

mesh, close to it or remote from it, receiving at frequencies 
close to or the same as one or more of those being used in 
the mesh, such that one or more edges in the mesh may 
potentially cause interference to such alien receiver. The 
existence of such a receiver, and its location and other 
characteristics as above, may be notified to the operator of 
a mesh system and thus be information that can be used 
during the colouring process. An example of such a receiver 

is a radio telescope which detects signals on frequencies the 
same as or close to one or more of those used in the mesh. 

[0416] In some cases, the exact location of an alien 
receiver may not be known, or it may vary over time, and 
thus it may be desirable to produce a colouring that gener- 
ates no more than a certain interference level in a defined 
geographic region. For example, there may be a radio 
network of known characteristics in a nearby region, the 
position of whose individual radio systems is not known. 

[0417] As mentioned above, as a part of the preferred 
colouring process described above (see section II. 3 above), 
a transmit signal power level for each edge in the mesh will 
have been chosen. Given such signal levels, the worst case 
interference from each edge to each alien receiver position 
or region can be calculated for transmissions on each 
frequency channel used by the mesh. Such worst case 
interference calculation preferably takes account of the 
orientation of the mesh transmitter compared to the alien 
receiver and the antenna profile of the mesh transmitter. 
Where suitable information is available, it also preferably 
takes account of the orientation of the alien receiver and its 
antenna profile. As a result of this process, each combination 
of edge and frequency channel is marked to indicate whether 
the channel may be used on that edge: a particular combi- 
nation of edge and frequency channel may be used only if 
the level of interference to all alien receivers is below the 
level that is acceptable. 

[0418] In general, the alien receiver will not use a timeslot 
pattern that is the same as that used in the mesh. In such 
cases, the calculated interference is preferably regarded as 
applying to all timeslots if used on a particular frequency 
channel for a specific edge, rather than more specifically to 
individual timeslot/frequency combinations. 

[0419] III. 6. 3. Accounting for Alien Interference During 
Colour Choice 

[0420] As a result of carrying out the steps described 
above, each edge/channel combination can be marked to 
indicate: 

[0421] if the edge/channel combination is unacceptable, 
on considerations of interference between the mesh and 
alien systems; 

[0422] if not, the level of interference arising at the 
edge/channel combination due to alien transmitters. 

[0423] The preferred colouring process described above 
can take these factors into account, in the same way as it 
takes into account interference from other edges of the mesh, 
each time a colour is assigned for use on an edge. In this 
regard, reference is again made to section II. 3 above. 

[0424] Provided that the number of unacceptable edge/ 
channel combinations is a small proportion of the total 
combinations, then a colouring that accommodates such 
coexistence requirements can typically be achieved without 
alteration to the number of frequency channels required to 
operate the mesh. 

[0425] An analysis of a typical cellular system co-located 
with a typical mesh shows that the proportion of mesh 
transmitters that can potentially provide an unacceptable 
level of interference to a base station located in the same 
operating region is no more than 2. 5%, and this can only for 
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one specific channel out of those available to the mesh 
transmitters. This figure also takes no account of the orien- 
tations of the mesh edges linked to these mesh transmitters. 
Given that the preferred mesh system uses highly directional 
antennas, the mesh transmitter will be a potential interferer 
to a base station only for a specific subset of the possible 
edge orientations at the mesh transmitter: this further 
reduces the number of unacceptable edge/channel combina- 
tions. A similar argument applies to the proportion of edges 
that can potentially receive interference from a base station. 

[0426] In practice, a "safety zone" can be defined around 
a cellular base station such that it is only mesh transmitters 
within the safety zone that may (but which do not neces- 
sarily) cause interference to the base station, whereas any 
mesh transmitter outside the safety zone will not cause 
interference to the base station (because attenuation of 
signals transmitted by the mesh transmitters causes any 
interference to drop below an acceptable level). In a typical 
example, the safety zone around a base station may have a 
radius in the range 60 to 200 m or so. In the preferred 
colouring process which takes into account interference to 
an alien receiver, it may be sulficient to take into consider- 
ation transmissions only from those mesh transmitters that 
lie within the safety zone. This may assist in speeding up the 
calculation process but is not essential to the more general 
method described above. 

[0427] The following alteration to the colouring procedure 
is preferably used to avoid or minimise the requirement for 
additional frequency channels in a case where coexistence 
constraints alfect a significant proportion of edge/channel 
combinations. The frequency channels are ordered in 
descending order of the number of edges for which each 
channel is not available. When a frequency is to be assigned 
to any edge, the channels are considered as candidates 
according to this order until a channel is found that is 
acceptable on grounds of interference levels (both within the 
mesh and with respect to alien systems). The elfect of this 
order of consideration is to make most use of frequency 
channels that have the greatest alien interference constraints, 
thus giving the best choice when an edge with severe alien 
interference constraints must be accommodated. 

[0428] It is to be noted that interference to and from an 
alien radio system can elfectively be avoided by appropriate 
colouring of the mesh network without requiring any spe- 
cific coordination between the operators of the mesh net- 
work and the alien radio system. There is also typically no 
appreciable elfect on the spectral elficiency of the mesh 
network. 

HI. 7. Other Variations 

[0429] When assigning a colour for a new edge, and where 
there are multiple choices of timeslot for this edge, strategies 
for choosing between them include: 

[0430] a) prefer the least-used timeslot (by number of 
edges assigned so far), or 

[0431] b) prefer the most-used timeslot (by number 
of edges assigned so far), or 

[0432] c) choosing the timeslot which reduces the 
options for the smallest number of edges yet to be 
coloured. 

[0433] Note that the choice of timeslot will not alter the 
number of other edges alfected by interference, except in 
cases where cumulative limits are exceeded. Here the 
timeslot choice is made on topological grounds only. For 
example, (c) aims to introduce as little as possible new 
topological constraint. 

[0434] Option (c) seeks to maximise the number of 
timeslots from which a selection can potentially be made, 
throughout the colouring process. Option (a) aims to utilise 
timeslots as evenly as possible, in order to reduce the 
probability that a dead-end position is reached in all of them 
due to interference combinations. Option (b) operates on the 
basis that by leaving some timeslots as little used as pos- 
sible, these can then be used to resolve the most restrictive 
interference constraints. Selection of the lowest numbered 
useable channel when no timeslot choices are available 
using the lowest channel number operates on a similar basis 
to option (b), since it leaves the highest numbered channels 
as little used as possible. 

[0435] In some meshes, there will be nodes that are sited 
very close to each other. Examples are at a TNCP 4 where 
multiple nodes may be co-located to reduce the cost of 
access to a backhaul network. In such cases, depending on 
the sizes of antenna olf-centre rejection and the demodula- 
tion margin, it may be very unlikely that: 

[0436] a timeslot used for transmission at one of these 
nodes can be used for reception at another; and that: 

[0437] the same timeslot and channel combination can be 
used for reception at two such nodes. 

[0438] Since these may be very tight restrictions on the 
colouring process, then in line with the general approach 
above, they are preferably addressed first, to avoid substan- 
tial back-tracking. In one preferred implementation there- 
fore, whenever an edge on one link to or from such a node 
is coloured, an attempt is made to use the same timeslot 
number to colour an edge on each other closely located 
node. 

[0439] For convenience, all of the above techniques are 
referred to generally as "colouring" in the rest of this 
specification, although it will be appreciated that this term is 
used only as an analogy and that the techniques represent 
more than just colouring as normally defined or applied in 

graph theory. 

IV. ELEMENTS OF SPECIFICATION OF 
NETWORKING EQUIPMENT 

[0440] The following properties of networking equipment 
are required or advantageous in one or more of the adapta- 
tion methods described herein. 

IV. 1. Recolouring of Radio Links 

[0441] Where a radio link between two nodes, N1 and N2, 
uses one or more timeslots for transmission from N1 to N2, 
it is possible for the timeslots used from N1 to N2 to be 
altered, or any of their radio operational parameters to be 
altered, without interruption to operation of the link, pro- 
vided that both before and after the alteration at least one 
timeslot is in use from N1 to N2. Such an operation is termed 
herein "recolouring the link" or similar. Typically, for reco- 
louring to be carried out without interruption to the opera- 
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tion of the link, N1 and N2 need to have a shared knowledge 
of the time at which it will occur. 

[0442] In one implementation of recolouring, an external 
piece of apparatus directs the two nodes as to the time at 
which they should carry out this recolouring. This is 
described in more detail below. In another implementation, 
the two nodes implement a signalling protocol by means of 
which they agree upon the time at which the recolouring is 
to occur. This signalling protocol between N1 and N2 may 
follow the same or a similar design to that described below 
between an external piece of apparatus and a node. Alter- 
natively, it may be some other signalling protocol. 

[0443] In any event, the elfect of the preferred embodi- 
ment of recolouring of a link is uninterrupted link operation. 
(It should be noted that the recolouring may cause the 
network delay experienced by tralfic using that link to alter. 
For example, this may arise because of changes to timeslot 
sequences on a path, such as timeslot allocations 1, 3, 5 on 
links 11, 12, 13 which comprise a contiguous path changing 
to timeslots allocations 1, 7, 5, the delay to tralfic using that 

path thereby being increased by one frame period. ) 

IV. 2. Route Switching 

[0444] It is possible for a tralfic path that is being used to 
carry a service between two nodes to be altered without 
disruption of the service. 

[0445] In a preferred implementation, the alteration or 
change-over is carried out by means of two route switching 
entities, both of which lie on both the old and new paths. In 
a case where the service is carried between two nodes in the 
mesh, the preferred locations for these two entities are at the 
nodes which are the service endpoints. Referring to FIG. 4, 
in the case where the service is carried between a node in the 
mesh and an external network or trunk 3 (i. e. the case of an 
access network), the preferred locations are one entity at the 
node which is a service endpoint and the other at a switching 
centre 10 interposed between the TNCP(s) 4 and the trunk 

3, this being the point where tralfic converges beyond the 
TNCP(s) 4. 

[0446] These locations for the route switching entities are 
the most preferred since they allow route switching to occur 
between any pair of paths that can be produced by the 
preferred formation process. If for example the route switch- 
ing entities were located at just any pair of nodes lying on 
a tralfic path in use for the time being, then route switching 
could be carried only onto paths which dilfered from that 

path between the pair of nodes in question. For example, if 
the route switching entity were to be moved from the 
switching centre to a TNCP 4, this would restrict the paths 
available to the formation process to those paths passing 
through the same TNCP and hence would degrade the results 
of an adaptation based on the preferred formation process. 
Alternatively, it would require alteration to the formation 
process to allow paths routed via one TNCP to be routed 
onwards to another TNCP via the trunk 3. 

[0447] In a preferred implementation of route switching, 
the route switching entities permit one set of paths, namely 
a main path plus one or more back-up paths, to be replaced 
by a new set of paths of the same description. In one 
embodiment, all paths are at any time designated disabled or 
enabled, the enabled paths being further designated main, 

first back-up, second back-up, etc. In order to carry out route 
switching, first the new set of paths are configured between 
the two route switching entities and designated disabled, 
then route switching occurs, in the course of which paths are 
redesignated, then finally the old set of paths are removed. 

[0448] It is not necessary for a path to be switched 
between disabled and enabled: it may alternatively be 
switched between two dilferent enabled path classifications, 
such as main and second back-up. Furthermore, in a multi- 

step adaptation, route switching may occur multiple times. 
One path may at one stage be changed from enabled to 
disabled and at a later stage back to enabled. Preferably, all 
paths used for the same service before, during and after an 

adaptation are compared during the planning of the adapta- 
tion and paths that are enabled two or more times during the 
steps, with the same or dilferent designations, are deter- 
mined. Those paths that are required at any stage during or 
at the end of the adaptation but which are not enabled in the 
initial mesh are added to the network before the route 
switching operations; only those that are left disabled at the 
end of the adaptation are removed from the network after the 
route switching operations. 

[0449] According to the nature of the service being 
switched, so various procedures may be adopted to carry out 
the actual route switching operation, while meeting the 
preferred requirement not to disrupt the service. What pro- 
cedure is acceptable will depend on the nature of the service. 

IV. 3. "Synchronised" or "Simultaneous" Mesh 
Changes 

[0450] It is possible for two or more networking devices to 
make changes to their operating states at an identical or 
substantially identical time. In the preferred implementation, 
these changes include any number of recolouring operations 
at plural nodes and any number of route switching opera- 
tions at plural route switching entities. 

[0451] Since it is possible to recolour all the links at a 

single node simultaneously, this preferred implementation 
allows links to be recoloured in combinations that could not 
occur individually, such as for example the timeslots in use 
on a single link being exchanged. By extending this across 
part or the whole of a mesh, reallocations of timeslots can be 
carried out in a single step which either would not be 
possible individually or which would require a long 
sequence of steps. 

[0452] Since it is in general possible to carry out multiple 
route switches simultaneously, this preferred implementa- 
tion allows paths to be altered in combinations that could not 
occur individually without service interruption, such as for 
example where each takes advantage of network capacity 
allocation relinquished by the other. By applying this across 
part or the whole of a mesh, reallocations of capacity can be 
carried out in a single step that either would not be possible 
individually or which would require a long sequence of 
steps. 

[0453] Since it is possible to recolour one or more links 
and carry out one or more route switches simultaneously, 
this preferred implementation allows link capacity to be 
reallocated by recolouring (since recolouring can alter the 
number of timeslots allocated to each direction on a link, 
provided that at least one timeslot is allocated before and 
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after the recolouring) at the same time as the tralfic is route 
switched onto paths which as a result gain the capacity to 
carry this tralfic. Once again, this allows a set of changes to 
a mesh in one step that either would not be possible 
individually or which would require a long sequence of 
steps. 

but the failure of a single master timekeeper does not prevent 
all other nodes in the mesh from receiving time messages. (A 
node can redesignate itself as no longer a master timekeeper 
and in doing so become a slave. This allows a node to 
continue operation where only its time receiving device 
fails. ) 

IV. 4. Shared Time Reference IV. 5. Preload and Trigger Functions 

[0454] Execution of synchronised changes at plural net- 
working equipment devices is facilitated if all nodes in the 
mesh and, where used, an external device which commands 
the changes (referred to herein as the "Mesh Change Con- 
troller" or "MCC") have a shared knowledge of time, at least 
within a predetermined accuracy. For example, a timeslot 
recolouring is preferably elfected at a common defined 
timeslot boundary; for route switching the accuracy is 
preferably within the minimum delay time for a tralfic path 
across the mesh. 

[0455] In one preferred implementation, each node is 
equipped with a time receiving device that can obtain timing 
signals from a time dissemination service. An example of 
such a service is the Global Positioning System or GPS, 
which allows GPS receivers to determine not only their 
positions but also the time. 

[0456] In another preferred implementation, one node acts 
as a master timekeeper and sends messages relaying the time 
to each node to which it is linked. These nodes in turn relay 
the time to each node to which they are linked. Each node 
also indicates, in the same or a separate message, the number 
of links across which the time information has been relayed 
since it was transmitted by the master timekeeper. This 
allows each node to discard messages which have not 
reached it via the shortest available number of hops from the 
master timekeeper. Each node then relays the time across all 
other links apart from the link via which it has the path with 
the shortest number of links to the master timekeeper. (This 
method of relaying information along the shortest paths 
from a single source is similar the methods used to build 
distance vector routing tables in the RIP routing protocol 
associated with data communications networks using for 
example the IP and IPX communications protocols. ) This 
has the elfect of disseminating time information to all nodes 
in the network using the minimum number of message 
transmissions and across the smallest number of links to 
every node, it prevents messages circulating in loops and it 
allows for new paths for the time relay messages to be 
chosen automatically when links are added to or removed 
from the mesh. This is accomplished by allowing a node to 
"time out" a link across which no relays have been received 
over some period, and upon that timeout being reached to 
chose afresh between such other links over which relay 
messages are still being received. 

[0457] In a third preferred implementation, each of a 
subset of the nodes in the mesh is equipped with a time 
receiving device that can obtain timing signals from a time 
dissemination service and each of these nodes then acts as a 
master timekeeper. In this case, the distance vector methods 
above operate to ensure that each node that is not a master 
timekeeper relays the time information that it is receiving 
from the master timekeeper that is the smallest number of 
links distant from it. In this arrangement, only a subset of 
nodes must be equipped with special time receiving devices, 

[0458] As mentioned above, an adaptation from an initial 
mesh configuration to a final mesh configuration is prefer- 
ably carried out as one or more change steps, each step 
possibly including one or more recolouring operations and/ 

or one or more route switching operations. Plural network- 
ing equipment devices can preferably carry out plural such 
operations simultaneously. 

[0459] As noted above, the time taken to carry out such 
steps will typically alfect the overall reliability of the net- 
work. This is particularly the case where the back-up capa- 
bility of the network is lower during particular steps than it 
is before and after the adaptation. Therefore, it is beneficial 
to minimise the amount of time required to carry out each 
step. 

[0460] The probability of failures during each step will 
also typically alfect the overall reliability of the network. In 
addition to the types of failure described above, consider- 
ation is preferably also given to failures in the adaptation 
control process itself. For example, the elfect of control 
messages being lost or corrupted between the controlling 
system and the network devices themselves is preferably 
considered. The control messages are preferably sent across 
the mesh links themselves. For any message sent over any 
communications channel, there is some probability that it 
becomes corrupted or lost. Typically, some type of check- 
sum is appended to control messages sent over a commu- 
nications channel, by means of which zero of more of errors 
in the message can be detected and corrected and zero or 
more further errors can be detected but not corrected. If 
errors are detected but not corrected, the control message is 
typically discarded and the devices which are communicat- 
ing across the channel carry out the same procedure as is the 
message had been lost. 

[0461] It is thus in general beneficial to carry out an 

adaptation using a small number of steps, to minimise the 
time taken for each step and to maximise the probability that 
each step is commanded successfully. An adaptation con- 
sisting of a sequence of a small number of steps may often 
be preferable to an alternative one with a larger number of 
steps, even where the back-up capability of the network is 
much reduced during the smaller sequence, if for example 
the time per step is small and the success probability of the 
step is high. 

[0462] The commanding of change steps is preferably 
carried out by a preload and trigger sequence, an example of 
which is described in detail below. The preload and trigger 
sequence is designed to minimise the time taken for each 
step, to maximise the probability that each step is com- 
manded successfully, and to provide a reliable method to 
synchronise multiple changes at plural nodes. 

[0463] In summary, in the preferred embodiment, the 
change steps comprising a complete adaptation sequence are 
separated by the MCC into one or more groups, such that all 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
33 

Apr. 11, 2002 

of the changes in one group are required to occur simulta- 
neously, and each group is assigned a "trigger number". The 
MCC transmits the relevant information about all of the 
groups to each node which will take part in any of the 
synchronous changes during the adaptation, including the 
trigger number associated with each change. Once all of the 
information has been transmitted to the relevant nodes, the 
MCC then causes each change step to occur by sending 
trigger execution requests to all nodes involved in that 

trigger: a trigger execution request is an instruction to carry 
out all the changes associated with that trigger at a specified 
time. After the specified time for a trigger, the MCC polls 
each node involved to determine if the change has occurred 
successfully. If so, it can then command the next trigger at 
a new specified time. The trigger time is chosen by the MCC 
only once it is ready to send the trigger execution requests 
for that trigger number. This allows the MCC to proceed as 
quickly through the change sequence as it is able to deter- 
mine that each previous step has succeeded. 

[0464] In order to support triggered execution of mesh 
changes, the nodes are preferably able to store information 
about both future route switching operations and future 
recolouring operations. 

[0465] In the case of route switching, the process is 
preferably carried out in four separate parts. First, informa- 
tion concerning any new paths required to support the route 
switching change is installed into the relevant nodes with the 
paths being designated disabled. Then the information about 
the required route switching operations is sent to the route 
switching entities, labelled with the relevant trigger num- 

ber(s). Next the trigger execution requests are sent to the 
route switching entities by the MCC. Finally, the paths that 
are not required in the final mesh, and which are therefore 
designated disabled at this point, are removed from the 
relevant nodes. It should be noted that the addition and 
removal of paths requires no synchronisation; only the route 
switching operation itself is required to be executed by the 
sequence of preload and trigger. If an adaptation change 
sequence includes route switching operations at more than 
one trigger number, then preferably all of the new paths that 
will be redesignated as enabled at any trigger number are 
loaded before information about the required route switch- 
ing operations is preloaded into the route switching entities. 

[0466] In general, an adaptation will include both reco- 
louring and route switching, so that the four steps above 
become: 

[0467] 1. install all new required paths; 

[0468] 2. preload all route switching and recolouring 
information; 

[0469] 3. command the triggers; 

[0470] 4. withdraw all paths not required in the final 
mesh. 

[0471] Only the third of these stages involves any change 
in the operational state of the mesh. In this stage, the amount 
of information that must be exchanged between the MCC 
and the nodes is nearly minimised since it consists only of 
the trigger execution requests. (The time for each trigger 
could have been preloaded at the second stage, to reduce the 
content of the trigger execution requests. However, it is 
included as a separate stage in order to allow the trigger 

execution to proceed at a variable rate according to the 
feedback of status from the nodes and hence to proceed at 
the maximum rate overall. ) 
[0472] Apart from the third stage, the exchange of mes- 
sages occurs during a period of stable operation of the mesh; 
the speed of exchange and the exchange protocol are not 
important to the success of the adaptation, provided that 
reliable delivery of the all the relevant data is ensured. 
During the third stage, the manner in which the trigger 
execution request mechanism operates has a direct bearing 
on the success of the adaptation. 

[0473] The trigger execution request mechanism prefer- 
ably operates using short request messages. Since the com- 
munications channels across which these messages pass 
have a finite probability that each symbol of transmitted 
information is corrupted, then the shorter the message the 
lower the probability that it is corrupted. Where the trans- 
mission medium supports messages with a fixed minimum 
length (such as a radio link with cell-based framing), the 
message is preferably of that minimum length. The format of 
the message preferably incorporates a checksum as 
described previously. 

[0474] The trigger execution request procedure preferably 
includes the following message types: 

[0475] trigger activate(trigger number, activate time) 

[0476] trigger activate acknowledge(trigger number, 
accepted?) 

[0477] trigger abandon(trigger number, activate time) 

[0478] trigger abandon acknowledge (trigger number) 

[0479] and also preferably 

[0480] trigger rollback(trigger number, activate time) 

[0481] trigger rollback acknowledge(trigger number, 
accepted?) 

[0482] roundtrip measure(sending time) 

[0483] roundtrip measure acknowledge(sending time, 
responding time) 

[0484] Those messages having names ending in acknowl- 
edge are sent from node to MCC, and the others are sent 
from MCC to node. 

[0485] A node receiving a message X always replies with 
a message X acknowledge. In addition: 

[0486] for trigger activate, the node notes the number and 
time and sets the trigger as pending. It replies accepted= YES 
in the absence of problems that would prevent it from 
executing the trigger; otherwise it replies accepted=NO. 

[0487] for a trigger abandon, if the trigger is pending, it 
marks it as no longer pending. 

[0488] When the time for a pending trigger is reached, the 
node carries out all actions associated with the trigger. 

[0489] There are multiple methods of operation possible at 
the MCC. The following method is preferred for normal use. 
It requires a knowledge of the round trip time to the 
currently most distant node from the MCC. Preferably, the 
MCC knows the list of nodes to which each trigger must be 
applied and sends messages to these nodes only. 
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[0490] The round trip time may be determined by calcu- 
lation, given a knowledge of the network topology. Alter- 
natively, it may be measured, by use of the roundtrip mea- 
sure and roundtrip measure acknowledge messages, 
whereby the MCC sends one or more roundtrip measure 
messages to one or more nodes, each node responding each 
time with a roundtrip measure acknowledge message. The 
MCC can compare the sending time that it marked in the 
message (and which is returned in the acknowledge) with 
the time of receiving the acknowledge, to determine the 
round trip time. The responding time in the acknowledge can 
also be used to set the time in the MCC to that common time 
known in the nodes, if the MCC does not already know this 
time. 

[0491] Given that the MCC knows both the round-trip 
time and the current time as known by all nodes, it prefer- 
ably executes a sequence as follows. After selecting an 
activation time that is at least five round trip times after the 
current time: 

[0492] at 5 round-trip times before the activation time: 

[0493] the MCC sends trigger activate to all nodes; 

[0494] from then until 4 round-trip times before the 
activation time: 

[0495] the MCC notes all acknowledges it receives; 

[0496] at 4 round-trip times before the activation time: 

[0497] IF any trigger activate acknowledge 
received had accepted=NO 

[0498] OR the MCC has been notified of any fault 
arising in the network 

[0499] THEN the MCC sends trigger abandon to all 
nodes; 

[0500] ELSE the MCC sends trigger activate to all 
nodes from which a trigger activate acknowledge 
has not been received 

[0501] from then until 3 round-trip times before the 
activation time: 

[0502] the MCC continues to note all acknowledges 
it receives; 

[0503] at 3 round-trip times before the activation time: 

[0504] IF trigger abandon already sent THEN MCC 
sends trigger abandon to all devices from which 
abandon acknowledge has not been received 

[0505] ELSEIF any trigger activate acknowledge 
received had accepted=NO 

[0506] OR trigger activate acknowledge has not 
been received from at least p % of nodes 

[0507] OR the MCC has been notified of any fault 
arising in the network 

[0508] THEN the MCC sends trigger abandon to all 
nodes; 

[0509] ELSE the MCC sends trigger activate to all 
nodes from which a trigger activate acknowledge 
has not been received 

[0510] from then until 2 round-trip times before the 
activation time: 

[0511] the MCC continues to note all acknowledges 
it receives; 

[0512] at 2 round-trip times before the activation time: 

[0513] IF trigger abandon already sent 

[0514] THEN MCC sends trigger abandon to all 
devices from which abandon acknowledge has not 
been received 

[0515] ELSEIF any trigger activate acknowledge 
received had accepted=NO 

[0516] OR trigger activate acknowledge has not 
been received from all nodes 

[0517] OR the MCC has been notified of any fault 
arising in the network 

[0518] THEN the MCC sends trigger abandon to all 
nodes; 

[0519] ELSE the MCC sends trigger activate to all 
nodes from which a trigger activate acknowledge 
has not been received 

[0520] from then until 1 round-trip time before the 
activation time: 

[0521] the MCC continues to note all acknowledges 
it receives; 

[0522] at 1 round-trip time before the activation time: 

[0523] IF trigger abandon already sent 

[0524] THEN MCC sends trigger abandon to all 
devices from which abandon acknowledge has not 
been received 

[0525] at activation time: 

[0526] IF trigger abandon has not been sent, the 
triggered changes should occur at all nodes. 

[0527] The procedure above is aimed at achieving the 
result that either all nodes carry out the triggered changes or 
none of them do. If the trigger is abandoned, for example 
due to failure of a node to reply to the activation request, the 
whole process can be tried again. 

[0528] In order to make the process more or less likely to 
achieve the above result, the length of and number of stages 
in the above sequence can be varied between changes to the 
mesh configuration. By this means, less important changes 
can be triggered quickly and more important changes more 
slowly. 

[0529] In the following sections, the use of triggered 
interference measurements will be described. A failure to 
start such measurements does not lead to disruption; another 
start can be attempted if they fail, so that they are less 
important changes than a recolouring operation which, if 
only partially successful, may leave the network non-opera- 
tional. 

[0530] The synchronising property of the trigger protocol 
is useful for components of a mesh change that include 
recolouring and/or route switching operations that must 
occur simultaneously. It can also be applied more widely to 
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any steps in a mesh change, including those which take a 
significant time. For example, one step in an adaptation 
might require the repositioning of a mechanically steered 
antenna followed by the start-up of a radio link when the 
new position is reached. This action can be assigned to a 

trigger number and preloaded with all of the other mesh 
change data. When the relevant trigger is activated, the 
antenna begins to move and at the end of its travel the radio 
link will start up. 

[0531] Preferably the trigger protocol is used to initiate all 
changes that occur during the adaptation sequence, apart 
from the addition and removal of paths. This ensures that 
throughout the change steps, the minimum of information 
exchange and execution time are required. The MCC can 
poll to determine when each step has completed, which is a 
particularly useful capability in the case of operations such 
as antenna reorientation at they can take varying amounts of 
time. 

[0532] The use of triggered changes throughout a mesh 
change facilitates recovery from problems that may occur 
during a change sequence. If a forward step in the process 
cannot be carried out for some reason, then it is possible to 
roll back the changes to the starting position, without the 
need to transfer any new information about a modified 
change sequence. 

[0533] This is the purpose of the trigger rollback message 
mentioned in the preferred embodiment above, namely to 
allow a sequence of mesh change steps to be reversed, if a 
problem arises during the sequence. Trigger rollback and its 
acknowledgement can be used in the above sequence in 
place of trigger activate in the above sequence at the MCC. 
At the nodes, if a trigger rollback message is received, a 
reversal of the actions of the trigger number specified 
becomes pending; if not cancelled in time by an abandon, 
reversal will occur at the specified time. 

[0534] The provision of a rollback function allows an 

escape procedure where an adaptation step sequence cannot 
be completed for some reason, such as failure of a link to 
start up or a potential interference problem being detected 
part way through the sequence. Like the forward triggering 
mechanism, rollback requires no data to be sent to the nodes, 
other than the rollback requests themselves, and hence 
provides a quick procedure for handling problems. Since the 
nodes have been preconfigured with all of the mesh change 
steps within a sequence, they can roll back as well as activate 
any commanded change step. 

[0535] The ability to recover from errors in a mesh change 
quickly and with a minimum of data exchange is of signifi- 
cant benefit, since during a mesh change some network 
characteristics such as back-up capability may be tempo- 
rarily diminished. This includes the case of errors in the form 
of link failures, which particularly alfect delivery of control 
messages. The repeated transmission of a control message to 
a node which does not promptly acknowledge the message 
is thus an important part of the mesh change trigger proce- 
dure. 

IV. 6. Provision of Management Connectivity 

[0536] In order to operate the mesh, there will normally be 
connectivity between each of the mesh nodes and one or 
more management systems. In general, this connectivity is 

required in order that the state of the network can be 
monitored from one or more control centres. In general, such 
connectivity would also be used in order to configure and 
reconfigure the nodes. In the context of adaptation, this 
connectivity can be used to send adaptation instructions 
from the mesh change controller to the nodes and to monitor 
the success of each adaptation change step. 

[0537] It is highly desirable that this connectivity is 
achieved wirelessly. Preferably it is achieved via the same 
links that constitute the mesh. It is highly desirable that the 
management connectivity is at least as resilient as the tralfic 
connectivity of the mesh. Whereas it may be acceptable that 
tralfic connectivity is interrupted if all of the fixed paths 
associated with a particular service become disrupted as a 
result of one or more faults, it is highly desirable that the 
management connectivity be able to make use of any 
possible path from the control centre to any node: for 
example, provided there is management connectivity, this 
can be used to restore non-management or user tralfic 
connectivity. 

[0538] Maximum possible management connectivity is 
important when a series of adaptation steps is being carried 
out. This allows faults that occur during an adaptation to be 
detected and corrective actions to be caused to take place at 
the relevant nodes. However, the duration of an adaptation 
is a dilficult period in which to ensure continued manage- 
ment connectivity, due to the changes to the network topol- 

ogy that are occurring. 

[0539] Preferably, management connectivity is imple- 
mented by arranging for every node in the network, or at 
least those connected to plural other nodes, to function as a 
router for management tralfic. A router in this context is 
analogous to the type of device typically used to construct 
data communications networks, such as for example make 
up the Internet. The management router function at each 
node has links to corresponding router functions at each 
other node to which it may from time to time have a wireless 
or other link. 

[0540] Preferably each router operates by means of a 
"Shortest Path First" or "Link State" routing protocol. Such 
protocols are well described in the literature. A notable 
example and a preferable basis for implementation of the 
mesh management router function is the OSPF standard 
produced by the Internet Engineering Task Force as 
RFC2328. 

[0541] In a link state protocol, every router broadcasts to 
every other router, by means of the network itself, informa- 
tion about its connections to other routers, termed "link state 
advertisements". These indicate both that the router exists 
and which links attached to it are operational. By this means, 
every router acquires a database of the topology of the whole 
network and news of any link state changes. When a link is 
discovered, fails or is restored to operation, each router 
receives notification via the broadcast mechanism. Each 
router then recomputes its routing table, based on each new 
piece of information, taken with the existing database that it 
holds. A routing table is a list of best routes from this router 
R to all other points in the network, in the form of "link L 
is the next hop on the best route to point P", where this router 
R is attached to link L. Since all routers hold the same 
network topology database and apply the same rules in order 
to compute their local routing tables, these routing tables 
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have the combined elfect that message from R to P will take 
the shortest path across the network to reach its destination. 

[0542] A link state protocol requires each router to hold a 
large database compared with other routing protocols. How- 
ever, the benefit compared to other protocols is that every 
router can immediately recompute its routing tables once it 
receives information about a topology change. This pro- 
duces a fast convergence of the routed network upon a 

topology change taking place. 

[0543] In some cases, the number of links on a path 
between R and P may not be the only determinant of the best 
path. For example, links may have very dilferent tralfic 
capacities, such that a path over three high capacity links is 
preferable to a path over two lower capacity links. The 
routing protocol can be made to take this into account by 
assigning a "cost" to each link, such that the lower the sum 
of the costs of the links on a path the more desirable it is, 
rather than considering for example only the number of links 
in the path. The costs of each link may be known to or 
configured into the routers that directly connect to the link 
in question; the cost may be notified to other routers in the 
link state advertisement broadcasts. By this means, the 
routers in the network achieve a consistent set of routing 
tables, taking into consideration the cost associated with 
each link. 

[0544] The elfectiveness of a link state protocol depends 
on the rate of changes in the network: despite the fast 
convergence, periods of significant change may lead to 
temporary sub-optimal operation, in which for example the 
routing tables at every point are not consistent and a pair of 
directly connected routers might each believe that the best 
route to P was via a link to the other as next hop. 

[0545] As one way of ensuring continuous and consistent 
connectivity in the context of an adaptation, where many 
links may be taken away or started up at once, some special 
modifications to the routing function may be incorporated. 

[0546] The first preferred modification is that when a link 
is created, it is added to the routing databases with a very 
high assigned cost. (Very high means sufflciently high that 
it will never be used if a path via only low cost links is 
available. ) This may be carried out by reconfiguration only 
of the routers at each end of the link, or alternatively the cost 
changes are notified to all routers simultaneously. 

[0547] The second preferred modification is that the cost 
of links can be reassigned. Prior to deletion of one or more 
links, the links to be destroyed are reassigned a very high 
cost. Also, a link that was created with a high cost and is now 
stable can be changed to a low cost. Again, these cost 
reassignments may be carried out by reconfiguration only of 
the routers at each end of the link, or alternatively the cost 
changes are notified to all routers simultaneously. 

[0548] The third preferred modification is that each router 
can be set into a "split table mode". In this mode, then for 
the cases of certain changes to the network topology, a router 
recalculates its routing table but keeps the result separate 
from the routing table used for forwarding data. The routing 
table that it continues to use for forwarding data is the one 
in use before split table mode was entered. When this mode 
of operation is cancelled, the latest recalculated routing table 
comes into use for forwarding data. Preferably, the certain 
changes to the network topology mentioned above are 

failure or restoration or creation of links which are assigned 
a cost higher than some threshold, plus the reassignment of 
the cost of a link. Preferably, if any other network change 
occurs, the recalculated routing tables are immediately 
placed into operation for forwarding data. 

[0549] The combination of these mechanisms can be used 
to ensure best possible management connectivity during an 
adaptation. The preferred operation in the absence of any 
unexpected changes during the adaptation is as follows. 

[0550] Where a step involves removing links, then, prior 
to the removals, the routers all enter split table mode. The 
links to be removed are all assigned a high cost, then after 
the time needed to recompute the routing tables, split table 
mode is exited. Since the mesh must remain fully connected 
after the links have been deleted, the new routing tables will 
not make use of any link that is about to be deleted, since 
there will always be a lower cost path available. When the 
links are removed, then since none of them was used in any 
routing table, the recalculations that follow from the link 
state advertisements advising their removal will not cause 
any change to the routing tables, such that the network will 
remain stable. 

[0551] Where a step involves creating links, these can be 
created as new links with a high cost. The link state 
advertisements advising their creation will not cause any 
change to the routing tables, such that the network will 
remain stable as the creation is advertised. Once the links are 
all operational, the routers all enter split table mode. The 
new links are all assigned a low cost, then after the time 
needed to recompute the routing tables, split table mode is 
exited. 

[0552] By means of the procedures above, management 
connectivity remains stable throughout a fault-free adapta- 
tion. Furthermore, connectivity is maintained to all possible 
nodes in the event of a failure. It will be noted that paths with 
a high cost are only less preferable to those with low cost. 
In the event that a high cost path becomes the only possible 
option, then the routing tables will be recomputed and this 
path will be used to achieve management connectivity. The 
stipulation above that split table mode stops the new routing 
table being used only for certain cases of topology change 
means that a failure of a low cost link during this mode will 
not prevent connectivity being maintained over higher cost 
routes. 

[0553] It will be clear that the changes to operating mode 
or link cost, the deletion of links and the creation of links can 
all be executed by a trigger mechanism. Thus, as with all 
other changes during the preferred adaptation, they can be 
preloaded before any change steps are carried out and then 
executed with the minimum of data transfer during the 
adaptation. 

[0554] It should be noted that RFC2328 specifies that in 
the event of a topology change becoming known to a router, 
the router ceases forwarding data until it has recomputed its 
routing table, to avoid routing instability. In a preferred 
implementation for a mesh, this rule does not apply if the 

topology change involves only changes to the operational 
state of high cost links. 

[0555] In the case of adaptation, this ensures that tralfic 
flow is not interrupted by changes to the topology that would 
not result in changes to the routing tables. 
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[0556] This can also be used to ensure that the installation, 
maintenance or deinstallation of a new node does not disrupt 
unrelated tralfic flows elsewhere in the mesh. During such 
operations, a link to such node may well become operational 
and then non-operational repeatedly. Such a link can be 
assigned a high cost during the process. Preferably split table 
mode is not employed during such a period. Therefore the 
routing tables will be recomputed and applied, so that each 
router will add/delete a route to the alfected node as the 
link's state dictates. However, there will be no suspension of 
tralfic flows during the recomputation, so that all other 
routes are unalfected. 

IV. 7. Other Relevant Properties of Mesh Network 
Equipment 

[0557] In general, where a radio link is to be set up 
between two nodes where no link is currently operating, then 
the link set-up process may take a significant time and its 
success may not be guaranteed. If the time taken to start up 
the new link exceeds the time for which a path can be 
interrupted without the service being deemed to be dis- 
rupted, then no mesh changes can be permitted in which 
tralfic is diverted onto the link at the same time that start-up 
of the link commences. In other words, a link start-up and a 
route switch of tralfic onto the link cannot occur as a 
simultaneous step in such a case. To avoid service disrup- 
tions due to adaptation, it may also be desired that the 
operation of a newly started link can be verified before tralfic 
is switched onto it. The preferred methods described herein 
allow both of these cases to be accommodated. 

V. ADAPTATION 

[0558] In general, the adaptation methods described herein 
can be realised by suitable modification of the process that 
was or is used to form the mesh network. Bearing in mind 
that, as a generality, some formation process is always 
required to form a mesh and that such formation process 
may or may not be like that described in this specification, 
as a generality the adaptation methods described herein may 
or may not make use of the preferred formation method 
described herein. 

[0559] However, notwithstanding the generality of the 
above, the adaptation methods described herein preferably 
make use of the formation method described generally and 
in detail above. This is principally because the meshes 
produced by this preferred formation method, as described 
herein, have a number of properties that increase the success 
rate of particular adaptation methods, make some adaptation 
methods possible that would not be otherwise, and reduce 
the complexity in others. 

[0560] In particular, all meshes produced by the preferred 
formation method include a primary topology. As discussed 
above, this is a non-redundant topology which has the 
capacity to meet all of the tralfic commitments of all the 
services supported by the mesh and in which the use of at 
least one antenna is not required at each node. (For this 
purpose, it should be recalled that a feeder link is preferably 
treated as a pair of nodes, each with multiple antennas, but 
only one line-of-sight, as discussed in Section II. 7. ) For each 
service, the primary path for that service runs along the 

primary topology. 

[0561] Further, as mentioned, it is possible in the preferred 
formation method to constrain the mesh to include specified 

nodes as mesh "leaves", that is to force such nodes to have 
only one connection to the primary topology. This allows the 
remainder of the mesh to function with or without these 
nodes, so that a leaf position is suitable for a node which is 
for example to be installed, de-installed or is unreliable. This 
in turn permits a mode of operation which may be termed 
"adapt then install", wherein a mesh is planned in which all 
new nodes are leaves and which may involve adaptation of 
the current mesh. This can always be broken down into first 
an adaptation that involves only the existing nodes, followed 
by one or more installations that do not require any changes 
to the current mesh. This separation is important for a 
number of reasons. First, it may be desired to carry out 
adaptations during periods of low network usage, such as 
night hours, while it may be desired to carry out installation 
when stalf costs are lowest and customers are available to 
give access to site, such as normal working hours. The 
separation of adaptation and installation allows each type of 
operation to be scheduled at its most appropriate time. It also 
allows mesh-alfecting changes to be restricted at any one 
time to either adaptation (preferably executed and monitored 
automatically) or installation proceeding at a person's pace 
and subject to unexpected factors on site. This separation is 
preferable for the purpose of minimising undesirable inter- 
actions and also for monitoring, understanding and assuring 
the correct operation of the network. 

[0562] It will be noted that where plural nodes are each 
specified as a leaf, it follows that the primary path for one 
such node cannot lie through another such node. For the 

purposes of making changes to a mesh that require nodes to 
be added to or removed from the mesh, this provides the 
significant operational benefit that these installations can be 
carried out in any order. This allows geographical factors, 
such as the best routing between job sites, and other factors, 
such as hours at which site access can be gained, to be used 
as the basis for scheduling installation tasks, after the mesh 
change has been calculated. This allows for example 
changes of site availability to be accommodated during job 
execution. 

[0563] In another preferred alternative to making every 
node a leaf, the formation process can be modified to replace 
this stipulation by an alternative stipulation defined in terms 
of node clusters. A node cluster may be the set of nodes that 
are located at a common site. For example, at one site there 
might be two radio nodes, a customer access node and a 
switching device node connecting to them all by means of 
cable connections. In such a case, their installation may be 
desirably a single job, something that is incompatible with 
the previous leaf-based restrictions. In one method for 
ensuring that the new node cluster installations form jobs 
that can be carried out in any order, all nodes are labelled 
with a cluster identifier, and the nodes within each cluster 
which are yet to be installed are also labelled. Then, the 
following additional step is included in the preferred for- 
mation method between steps F7 and FII discussed in 
Section II. 4. "Create Primary Topology" above and shown in 
FIG. 2: discard all paths which, when considered in the 
direction starting at the node under consideration, cross one 
or more boundaries between two node clusters and then 
encounter a node which has yet to be installed. 

[0564] In some cases it may not be important that instal- 
lation jobs can occur in any order, but the "adapt then 
install" property is still required. In such cases, the relax- 
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ation of the independence of installation order may increase 
the probability that an adaptation with a small number of 
steps will occur and this may therefore be desirable. In order 
to produce meshes that conform to this pattern, the step 
between steps F7 and FII mentioned above is altered so as to 
discard all paths which, when considered in the direction 
starting at the node under consideration, encounter a node 
that is currently installed, cross one or more boundaries 
between two node clusters and then encounter a node which 
has yet to be installed. 

[0565] Similar considerations and procedures to those 
above apply to cases of deinstallation. 

V. 1. Use of Auxiliary Timeslot Allocations 

[0566] Where a mesh radio system is made up of discrete 
timeslots, then the preferred colouring process described 
above can be used to produce a stable arrangement of 
compatibly operating radio links. There are a number of 
functions which, if incorporated into mesh nodes, will 
improve the probability of successful execution of an adap- 
tation, but which require nodes to transmit on timeslots other 
than those that were accounted for in the colouring used in 
the current mesh, without alfecting the stability of the links 
operating in the current colouring configuration. 

[0567] For example, the purpose of the transmissions may 
be to test whether a calculated colour allocation will in fact 
operate compatibly, and this should be done in such a way 
that carrying out the test will not alfect the stability of the 
current mesh. 

[056II] Such functions can be carried out by allocating 
some time for "auxiliary timeslots". These are allocations of 
time that are outside the normal timeslot allocation. One 
approach to providing auxiliary timeslots is "robbing": from 
time to time, the period allocated to a particular timeslot is 
robbed and used instead to provide an alternative timeslot. 
The other is to add an auxiliary time allocation. For example, 
if the timing structure of the radio systems is divided into 
repeated standard frames, each standard frame containing 
one occurrence of each normal timeslot, then after n such 
standard frames, an auxiliary frame is added before the next 
standard frame. In both cases above, the auxiliary timeslots 
can be arranged to occur much less frequently than normal 
timeslots, so that they reduce the tralfic capacity of the mesh 

by only a small margin. 

[0569] Both of these mechanisms can be used to generate 
auxiliary timeslots. In both cases, preferably auxiliary 
timeslots are always produced as a contiguous group of 
timeslots. If an auxiliary timeslot is used for making signal 
measurements, then the signal to be measured is preferably 
transmitted in the middle of the auxiliary timeslot group, so 
that there are "guard" auxiliary timeslots before and after it. 
Guard timeslots are preferred because of the fact that, as 
noted above, one transmitting node can generate interfer- 
ence at another node outside the timeslot used for transmis- 
sion if the nodes are located far enough from each other. 
Therefore: 

[0570] if a signal is to be emitted and measured in an 
auxiliary timeslot, then guard timeslots between the previ- 
ous normal timeslot and the measurement timeslot ensure 
that signals from normal mesh operation do not add error to 
the measurement process; 

[0571] if a signal is to be emitted and measured in an 
auxiliary timeslot, then guard timeslots between the emis- 
sion timeslot and the next normal timeslot ensure that the 
emitted signal does not interfere with normal mesh opera- 
tion. 

[0572] Auxiliary timeslots have a number of uses in the 
context of increasing the success rate of the adaptation 
process. The first is that they can be used to set up a special 
radio link using a pair of timeslots within the group. If the 
two timeslots used are surrounded by guard timeslots, then 
such a link can be set up without interference problems 
between the special radio link and the operating mesh. 

[0573] Such a special radio link can be used, prior to an 

adaptation, to verify that each line-of-sight proposed for use 
in the adaptation steps is viable for use as a radio link. 
Preferably, before the computation of an adaptation 
sequence occurs, the lines-of-sight that are included as 
candidates have all been verified. This can be carried out as 
a background task over a long period, preferably with 
lines-of-sight being retested periodically to check for any 
new elfects due to changing vegetation, etc. The process 
entails taking a "spare" antenna at each end of the link and 

pointing it along the line-of-sight to be verified. It should be 
noted that this takes advantage of the preferred implemen- 
tation of the formation method discussed above in which 
formation arranges for one antenna per node not to required 
to carry tralfic on the primary topology. 

[0574] Such a special radio link can also be used during 
installation of a new node, to verify that it will operate 
compatibly with the existing mesh. As a part of the preferred 
computation of the new mesh, the links to the new node will 
already have been assigned normal timeslots, as a part of the 
colouring process. First, a radio link is started from the new 
node to an existing node, using only auxiliary timeslots, 
isolated using guard slots. It is now possible for all nodes in 
the mesh to determine whether the transfer of this new link 
to its assigned normal timeslots would interfere with their 
current operation. To achieve this, suppose that one direction 
of the new link is assigned normal timeslot T1, but is 
currently operating on auxiliary timeslot A1. A node N1 that 
is receiving on T1 measures the interference power that it is 
currently receiving on A1. If this power that N1 is receiving 
on T1 is greater than that on A1 by at least its required 
demodulation margin, then the new link will not cause an 

interference problem. Otherwise, T1 is an unsuitable 
timeslot for use for the new link. The link to the new node 
may also interfere with timeslots after T1. This can also be 
tested in the guard timeslots after A1. For example, a node 
N2 that might be alfected on timeslot T1+1 measures the 
interference power that it is currently receiving on A1+1. If 
this power that N2 is receiving on T1+1 is greater than that 
on A1+1 by at least its required demodulation margin, then 
the new link will not cause an interference problem. Oth- 
erwise, T1 is an unsuitable timeslot for use for the new link. 

[0575] The auxiliary timeslots can also be used during the 
adaptation steps themselves. For example, when a change to 
a new link and colouring arrangement is about to happen, 
then the auxiliary timeslots can be used to verify that this 
new arrangement is compatible across the mesh, while still 
operating the previous link and colouring arrangement. The 
new arrangement can be tested out for each normal timeslot 
in turn. Suppose that there are t1 transmitters on timeslot T1 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
39 

Apr. 11, 2002 

in the new arrangement and that one such transmitter X will 
transmit on link L to receiver R. To verify that link L will 
operate correctly, then first all t1 transmitters transmit on an 
auxiliary timeslot A1. R measures the received power in A1. 
Then all t1 transmitters except X transmit and R again 
measures the power in A1. If the second power reading is 
less than the first by at least its required demodulation 
margin, then link L will operate correctly in the new 
arrangement. 

[0576] In order for the above measurements to be made, 
all of the transmitters and receivers who will use T1 must 
place an antenna in the position where it will be in use for 
T1 in the new colouring arrangement. In some adaptation 
sequences, it is possible for all antennas to be so arranged so 
that they satisfy that requirement for all of the normal 
timeslots simultaneously. In other cases, this is not possible. 
However, provided that the current mesh has at least one 
"spare" antenna per node, i. e. that is not required as part of 
the primary topology as in the preferred embodiment dis- 
cussed above, then it is possible to satisfy this requirement 
for each normal timeslot individually: the spare antennas can 
be moved into the positions for timeslot T1, the above 
measurements can be made for the t1 transmitters, then the 
spare antennas can be moved into the positions for timeslot 
T2 and so on. It will be understood that an adaptation 
sequence that allows the measurements to be made for all 
normal timeslots, without movements of antennas during the 
measurement sequence, has benefits in terms of speed of 
execution. 

[0577] Preferably all of the measurements for timeslot T1 
are made in a single synchronised sequence, as follows. The 
measurements may be made in (t1+1). c consecutive occur- 
rences of timeslot A1, where c is the number of timeslots 
during which a receiver must measure received power in 
order for the result to be of acceptable accuracy. Prior to the 
measurement sequence, each of the t1 transmitters is notified 
of the values of c and t1 and is also assigned a unique 
number in the range 2 to t1+1. The same information is 
given to each of the receivers that will be receiving from one 
of the t1 transmitters. The receivers and transmitters are all 
notified of a particular occurrence of A1, at which the 
measurement sequence will begin; this may be done by 
means of a method such as the triggering protocol described 
above. In the first c occurrences of A1 thereafter, all trans- 
mitters transmit and all receivers measure the received 
power level. Then one transmitter at a time (since the 
transmitters were each given unique numbers), the transmit- 
ters stop transmitting for a total of c occurrences of A1. After 
c occurrences of A1, the transmitter that has stopped 
resumes transmission and another transmitter stops, until all 
t1 transmitters have done so. This transmission pattern is 
shown schematically in FIG. 5. When a transmitter stops 
transmitting, the corresponding receiver makes a power 
measurement. At the end of the sequence, each receiver has 
two power measurements: one for its transmitter plus all 
interferers, the other for only the interferers. If the second 
power reading is less than the first by at least its required 
demodulation margin, then this link will operate correctly in 
the new arrangement. This method is termed herein a 
summed interference measurement. 

[0578] An alternative method is a component interference 
measurement, in which the t1 transmitters are caused to 
transmit one by one, but without the initial all-transmitters 

transmission. The arrangement would then be as shown 
schematically in FIG. 6. In this alternative method, each 
receiver measures the received power from each of the t1 
transmitters. The receiver has been notified prior to the 
measurement sequence as to where in the transmission 
sequence "its" transmitter will transmit. Each receiver is 
therefore able to compare the signal from "its" transmitter 
with all other interferers. In order to determine whether the 
link will operate correctly, this component interference 
measurement method requires that the interferers be 
summed before comparing them with the desired signal. In 
contrast, the summed interference measurement method 
measures the summed interferers directly. In the event that 
a link will not operate correctly, the component interference 
measurement method enables the receiver to identify which 
transmitter is the source of the problem. 

[0579] Both of these methods as described above allow for 
testing of interference only between all users of a timeslot 
T1. The case where a transmitter transmitting on T1 — 1 
causes interference at a node receiving on T1 can also be 
accommodated in some cases. In order for this to be possible 
in the mesh described above, antennas should be aligned to 
their positions for both T1 — 1 and T1 simultaneously. In such 
a case, the procedure for a summed interference measure- 
ment is modified so that in addition to the transmissions and 
measurements in A1, all transmitters that would be trans- 

mitting in T1 — 1 transmit throughout the sequence in the 
guard timeslot A1 — 1 that immediately proceeds A1. Inter- 
ference from T1 — 2, if relevant, can similarly be tested by 
means of transmissions in A1 — 2, provided the antenna 
positions for T1 — 2 are also simultaneously possible. 

[0580] For a component interference measurement, the 
inter-timeslot elfect is measured slightly dilferently. All 
antenna positions for T1 and T1+1 must first be set up. The 
sequence of the t1 transmissions and measurements remains 
as described above. In addition, all receivers for T1+1 make 
t1 separate interference measurements in the guard timeslot 
A1+1 immediately following A1. Again the technique can be 
extended to T1+2 if relevant. 

[0581] A measurement of future link and timeslot com- 
patibility is another optional part of adaptation. It adds extra 
time to the execution of the adaptation. However, it reduces 
the chance of a link failure during the adaptation due to 
unpredicted interference between links. 

[0582] In addition to their use during adaptation, either or 
both the component interference measurement and summed 
interference measurement process can be carried out in the 
auxiliary timeslots during normal mesh operation. Used this 

way, they can provide early warning of changing interfer- 
ence conditions and an indication of the causes of such 
conditions. 

V. 2. Methods of Adaptation 

[0583] The methods of mesh adaptation that can be used 
dilfer in the degree of and type of change that they involve. 
It is possible to classify mesh adaptation methods according 
to their degree of or type of change. It should be understood 
that such classification is used in this specification merely as 
an aid to understanding the concepts and is not intended to 
limit the application of such methods to real meshes. In the 
preferred implementation, such classification is based on 
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criteria such as the antenna movements that are required, the 
changes to the primary path routing, and/or the timeslot 
re-allocations. 

[0584] V. 2. L Methods Classified as Provisioning 

[0585] In these methods, no changes are made to the 
existing primary topology and hence no changes are made to 
the existing primary traKIc paths. No radio links are used in 
the new mesh that were not included in the current mesh, 
except for radio links where at least one end of each link is 
at a new node. Hence no antennas are moved except to form 
links to a new node. These methods can be used for example 
where one or more new nodes are to be installed into an 

existing mesh. Furthermore, in these methods, the primary 
topology of the new mesh configuration is constrained to be 
identical to the primary topology of the initial mesh con- 
figuration, except for the addition of a new link to each new 
node. 

[0586] In the preferred embodiment for performing these 
methods, the new primary topology is obtained by the 
normal formation method except that the links from which 
the formation method is allowed to choose are restricted to 
a combination of all those links in the current mesh plus all 
links between a new node and an existing node. In addition, 
all new nodes are constrained to be leaves in the new 
primary topology. These constraints have the result of pro- 
ducing a primary topology that satisfies the requirements 
above (if one exists). 

[0587] In the case where a valid primary topology exists 
that satisfies these constraints, it will be possible to install 
each new node without aKecting the primary paths of 
existing services. 

[0588] Various options are available for computing the 
remaining mesh topology in the preferred embodiment, thus 
providing alternative methods of provisioning. The first is 
strict provisioning. In this case the entire current mesh, 
without any modifications to it, must form a part of the new 
mesh. Thus, the new primary topology is valid only if 
adequate timeslots can be allocated to the new links without 
the need to change the timeslot configurations on any radio 
links in the current mesh. To ensure this condition holds, a 
constraint can be added in the primary formation process 
which prevents a primary path being added that adds a 
timeslot to any existing primary link. During resilient link 
addition, after all the existing resilient links have been 
incorporated without change, the formation algorithm 
attempts to add any resilience links where at least one end 
of each link is at a new node, using the normal procedure 
applied only to these choices. During back-up path addition, 
after all the existing paths have been incorporated without 
change, the formation algorithm attempts to add any back- 
up paths for new services where at least one end of each link 
is at a new node, using the normal procedure applied only to 
these choices. During recolouring all existing colourings 
must be maintained; new link timeslots must be compatible 
with these colourings. 

[0589] In carrying out strict provisioning, no changes to 
the mesh need to be made which aKect existing mesh links 
or paths for existing services. The only changes to the mesh 
consist of adding new nodes, links and services as a part of 
an installation procedure. 

[0590] The second method of provisioning is additive 
provisioning. In this case, it is permitted to add one or more 

timeslots to an existing mesh link, provided that this can be 
done without changing the configurations of timeslots 
already in use on any radio links in the current mesh. This 
is computed as above for strict provisioning, except that 
during primary topology formation timeslots are permitted 
to be added to primary topology links provided that each 
node aKected has an unallocated timeslot available. 

[0591] The third method is subtractive provisioning, in 
which primary links and paths are chosen from those already 
present plus those to a new node, but resilience links can be 
removed as required to make way for a new link in the 
primary topology. 

[0592] The fourth is substitutional provisioning: this is a 
combination of the previous two, in which recolouring of 
timeslots is also allowed. 

[0593] These types of provisioning, in the order given 
above, oKer gradually increased probability of success. The 
execution steps for adaptation by provisioning depend on 
which option above is used. Except in the strict provisioning 
case, changes to the mesh will be required to allow instal- 
lation of one or more new nodes. These changes are a subset 
of those required for redistribution, which is described 
below. There is a significant diKerence between all types of 
provisioning and redistribution: in all types of provisioning 
there is no alteration to primary paths and hence no route 
switching is required. 

[0594] In general, provisioning requires the least changes 
to be made to the mesh and is therefore the easiest to achieve 
and in general should be tried first. However, provisioning 
may fail to find an acceptable solution. This may be because, 
for example, there is no line-of-sight from the new node to 
an existing node with at least two free antennas (which, it 
will be understood, is a necessary condition for producing a 
valid primary topology with the preferred stipulation that a 

spare antenna remain at each node) or because the only 
possible links to the new node would result in a violation of 
the maximum hop count or would result in excess traKIc on 
one of the links. In such cases, a more complicated class of 
adaptation will be required. 

[0595] V. 2. 2. Methods of Redistribution 

[0596] In these methods, no radio links are used in the new 
mesh that were not included in the current mesh, except for 
radio links where at least one end of each link is at a new 
node. However, no other restrictions are imposed, so that the 
new primary topology can use any existing links in the 
mesh. Links from the current mesh may not necessarily 
appear in the new mesh. 

[0597] These methods can be used for example where one 
or more new nodes are to be installed into an existing mesh. 
(An analogous method for removing a node from the current 
mesh exists, as discussed briefly below. ) These methods are 
also suitable as a way to adjust the primary topology so that 
specified nodes become leaves or where the overall param- 
eters of the mesh require to be adjusted. 

[0598] A redistribution can be produced by using the 
formation process completely unmodified, except that the 
links that it is given as candidates during the whole process 
are restricted to those which are included in the current 
mesh, plus those links where at least one end of each link is 
at a new node. 
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[0599] The output from the process, if redistribution is 
possible in any particular case, is a new mesh in which no 
new radio links are required (except for radio links where at 
least one end of each link is at a new node), although use of 
some radio links may cease. As a result, a change from the 
old mesh to the new mesh can be carried out as a single 
triggered change step. In the preferred implementation of the 
mesh, the new mesh should be coloured before the adapta- 
tion can be implemented. 

[0600] The single triggered change step can include both 
route switching and recolouring operations in any combi- 
nation. The sequence follows the four general steps 
described above in the preload and trigger procedure; there 
is only one triggered step required to carry out the redistri- 
bution and there is no operation of an intermediate mesh. 

[0601] In a preferred implementation, interference mea- 
surements and path costs adjustments will be carried out, in 
which case the detailed operation can be as follows. In the 
following discussion, reference will be made to a starting 
mesh called MESH(A) and to a target mesh called 
MESH(B). For the purposes of this sequence, MESH(B) is 
the mesh produced by the formation process, but omitting 
any of the new nodes and links that are to be installed. Once 
this mesh is operating, these new items can be installed, 
following the "adapt then install" principle: 

[0602] Step 1: preload all of the change information that 
will be required during the triggered steps that are 
described below; 

[0603] Step 2: add all tral5c paths that will be used in 
MESH(B) and which are not used in MESH(A); 

[0604] Step 3: enable split table mode for all manage- 
ment router functions; 

[0605] Step 4: all links that are included in MESH(A) 
but not MESH(B) are altered in the management rout- 

ing database to a high cost; 

[0606] Step 5: after the time required for reconvergence 
of routing tables, disable split table mode for all man- 
agement router functions; 

[0607] Step 6: measure the interference behaviour of 
each timeslot in turn for MESH(B). Since all antennas 
to be used in MESH(B) are correctly positioned at this 
stage, the measurement may be made taking into 
account inter-timeslot interferences; 

[0608] If step 6 indicates that any link will experience 
interference such that the received signal does not exceed 
the interference by the demodulation margin required, then 
the adaptation process must be abandoned, the results analy- 
sed and a dilferent adaptation computed (for example taking 
into account the new information about interference between 
links, when colouring is carried out). If the adaptation is to 
be abandoned, then step 5 to step 2 above must be reversed. 

[0609] If the interference measurements are satisfactory, 
the process proceeds to step 7: 

[0610] Step 7: recolour all operating links for their 
MESH(B) configurations. This may include destroying 
some MESH(A) links. Switch the routes of all services 
to their MESH(B) path configurations; 

[0611] In the event that any link fails to operate properly, 
then again the adaptation must be abandoned and the prob- 
lem analysed, so reverse step 7 and then steps 5 to 2 above. 
Otherwise, wait for a period until MESH(B) is deemed 
stable and then proceed to step S. 

[0612] Step 8: remove all tral5c paths that were used in 

MESH(A) and which are not used in MESH(B). 

[0613] This class of adaptation described by way of 
example in detail above avoids antenna movements (other 
than those required to form links to the new node during 
installations) and does not require operation of intermediate 
meshes and in general is therefore the next easiest to achieve 
after provisioning. 

[0614] As a further alternative method of adaptation, a 
class of adaptation can be used in which the primary 
topology of the new mesh "PRI(B)" is overlaid by the 
topology of the old mesh MESH(A) but in which any 
lines-of-sight can be considered for redundant links. This 
method requires antenna movements but not to set up the 
new primary topology and in some circumstance it may 
result in a mesh that has better redundancy. It is computed 
as for redistribution, except that once the primary topology 
has been computed, all links are then considered in the 
subsequent steps, rather than only links from the current 
mesh. Execution of this type of adaptation is as for adapta- 
tion by coexisting primaries, which is discussed next. 

[0615] If none of the classes of adaptation described by 
way of example above provides an acceptable solution, then 

other, more complex classes of adaptation that include 
antenna movements can be considered. 

[0616] V. 2. 3. Methods of Coexisting or Overlapping Pri- 
maries 

[0617] In these methods, a new mesh is produced in which 
new radio links are added between existing nodes. Thus, in 
these methods, some antenna movements are required 
within the existing mesh. These methods preferably con- 
strain the formation process to produce a new mesh such that 

only one or two groups of antenna movements are required 
and such that the change steps involve operating only one 
intermediate mesh. 

[0618] The methods attempt to find a new mesh such that 
all radio antennas required for the old primary topology and 
the new primary topology can be allocated at the same time. 
In other words, the antennas for both primary topologies can 
be positioned without exceeding the number of available 
antennas at any node. Hence, the antenna positions required 
for the primary topology of the new mesh can be achieved 
without prejudice to the ability of the current primary 
topology to carry all committed tral5c across the mesh. 

[0619] This will be discussed below by way of detailed 
example by reference to a starting mesh called MESH(A), 
which has a primary topology PRI(A), and a target mesh 
called MESH(B), which has a primary topology PRI(B). 

[0620] In a case where it is acceptable for new radio links 
to be started up at the same time as tral5c paths are 
transferred onto them, a recolouring can be carried out in 
which all the old primary links are replaced with all the new 
primary links. This is actually an augmented version of 
recolouring as described above since it applies to links 
which were not previously operating. 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
42 

Apr. 11, 2002 

[0621] In the case where it is required that new radio links 
are started up before tral5c paths are transferred onto them, 
this imposes an additional requirement that sul5cient 
timeslots are available at every node both to support the 
current primary topology carrying all of its committed tral5c 
load plus the minimum number of timeslots required to start 

up each link that appears in PRI(B) but not PRI(A). This 
then permits the use of an intermediate mesh MESH(I) 
which includes this combination of links. MESH(I) allows 
all of the new links in PRI(B) to be started up and their 
operation verified, before a change to use of PRI(B) is 
actually made. The adaptation via the intermediate mesh 
MESH(I) requires use only of the standard, unaugmented 
recolouring function. 

[0622] In the remaining description in this section, the 
requirement to start up links before tral5c paths are trans- 
ferred onto them, and hence use of this MESH(I), is 
assumed. The modifications for the other case will then be 
described. 

[0623] The discussion of the preferred method of compu- 
tation of the steps in this class of adaptation below refers to 
the formation steps in the unconstrained mesh formation 
process described in detail above. 

[0624] The first operation is to compute PRI(B). This can 
be done by proceeding as for the unconstrained mesh 
formation process, except with the following modifications. 
As in the unconstrained mesh formation process (but not as 
in the previous two classes of adaptation), all lines-of-sight 
between mesh nodes are olfered to the formation process as 
candidates for PRI(B). 

[0625] In the preferred method, the modifications to the 
formation process to be used for computing PRI(B) include 
two additional steps before the start of the formation pro- 
cess. In the first step, all lines-of-sight are marked with a flag 
indicating whether they were used in PRI(A). In the second 
step, the number of new links for PRI(B) that can be 
supported by each node is calculated. If the number of 
antennas which are not used at a node on links forming part 
of PRI(A) is aF„„ the number of timeslots not in use at that 
node on links forming part of PRI(A) is tF„„ the minimum 
number of timeslots required for a radio link is 2 and pF„, 
is the number of whole pairs of tF„, timeslots, so that 

p„„, =t„„, /2 for t„„, even, (t„„, — I)/2 for t„„, odd, then the 
number of new links for PRI(B) that can be supported by 
that node is the lesser of a„„, and p„„, . For example, if a 
node with 16 timeslots and 4 antennas uses 13 timeslots and 
2 antennas in PRI(A), then it can support one new link for 
PRI(B). The same is true for example of a 4-antenna node 
that uses 12 timeslots and 3 antennas in PRI(A). 

[0626] The modifications to the formation process in the 
preferred embodiment further include an additional test 
added as part of step F9 in the unconstrained mesh formation 
method as applied in the process for computing PRI(B). 
When a path is evaluated for use in PRI(B), at each node in 
the path a count is made of the number of lines-of-sight that 
will be used (newly for this path) that were not used in 
PRI(A). If this number would exceed the number of new 
PRI(B) links that the node can support, as calculated as 
above, then the path is rejected. If it equals that number, then 
at step F10 in the unconstrained mesh formation method, all 
unused lines-of-sight from the node that are not flagged as 
used in PRI(A) are marked as unavailable. 

[0627] At step F11, if the number of violations is zero, so 
that the path is selected as part of PRI(B), then at each node 
in the path the number of new PRI(B) links that the node can 
support is reduced by number of lines-of-sight that have 
been are used (newly for this path) that were not used in 

PRI(A). 

[0628] Once PRI(B) has been computed, two options can 
be applied for computing the rest of the new mesh 

MESH(B), thus forming alternative methods of adaptation 

by coexisting primaries. 

[0629] These two methods dilfer according to whether the 
adaptation can be carried out using only one mesh change 
step at which antenna(s) must be moved, or two such steps. 
Use of only one step reduces the risk of failure during the 
adaptation. On the other hand, the use of two steps increases 
the capability of the formation process to produce back-up 
capability since MESH(B) is less constrained in its topology. 

[0630] It will be observed that if interference measure- 
ments are to be carried out prior to recolouring, then the 
single movement case allows a complete set of measure- 
ments on all timeslots to be made with the antennas moved 
all together into their new primary topology positions, but 
without any disruption of tral5c from the old primary 
topology. These measurements can include measurement of 
all inter-timeslot elfects. 

[0631] In the case of two movements, the above does not 
hold. The preferred point in the process for making such 
measurements is set out below. 

[0632] For an adaptation with two movement steps, once 
PRI(B) has been computed, the rest of the new mesh 
MESH(B) can be computed making use of the formation 
process with no further modifications and with free choice 
from all lines-of-sight. 

[0633] For an adaptation with one movement step, further 
modifications are made to the formation process when 
resilience links are selected. At the start of the resilience link 
selection process, three extra steps are inserted before pro- 
ceeding to select the first resilience link. First, all lines-of- 
sight corresponding to links in PRI(A) but not in PRI(B) are 
marked with a flag (such links representing some of the 
candidate resilience links in MESH(B)). Then, for each 
node, the number of "movable antennas", meaning the 
number not used in the coexistent mesh of PRI(A) and 

PRI(B)and hence still free to be moved in the single antenna 
movement step, is marked. Finally, at all nodes where this 
number is equal to zero, all lines-of-sight from each such 
node are marked as unavailable, apart from those flagged as 
corresponding to links in PRI(A) but not in PRI(B). 

[0634] One extra step is inserted after each resilience link 
has been added. When a link is added that is not flagged as 
having been in PRI(A), the number of movable antennas at 
both ends of the link is decremented. At each end of the link, 
if the number of free antennas becomes zero, all lines-of- 
sight from that node are marked as unavailable, apart from 
those flagged as having been in PRI(A). 

[0635] In the preferred method, this planned adaptation 
would then actually be performed on the mesh configuration 

by a sequence of adaptation change steps. The steps will first 
be described by way of example for the single antenna 
movement case: 
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[0636] Step 1: preload all of the change information that 
will be required during the triggered steps that are 
described below; 

[0637] Step 2: add all tralfic paths that will be used in 
MESH(B) and which are not used in MESH(A); 

[0638] Step 3: enable split table mode for all manage- 
ment router functions; 

[0639] Step 4: all links that are included in MESH(A) 
but not MESH(B) are altered in the management rout- 

ing database to a high cost; 

[0640] Step 5: after the time required for reconvergence 
of routing tables, disable split table mode for all man- 

agement router functions; 

[0641] It should be noted that steps 3 and 4 can be carried 
out as a single triggered action; in this case, step 5 would 
also probably be triggered. Triggering is optional since no 
resilience is yet being removed from the network. However, 
the routing tables are in a sub-optimal arrangement, due to 
the artificial costs added. Hence, triggered operation may be 
preferred, as this shortens the time for which the routing 
tables are sub-optimal. From step 6, triggering is preferably 
used, since resilience now begins to be depleted and maxi- 
mum speed through these steps is therefore desirable. 

[0642] Step 6: drop all links for which at least one of the 
assigned antennas will be moved and move these 
antennas to their positions in MESH(B); 

[0643] Steps 7 and 8 are preferably executed to make an 
interference test on each of MESH(I) and MESH(B) before 
carrying out any recolouring: 

[0644] Step 7: measure the interference behaviour of 
each timeslot in turn for MESH(I). Since all antennas 
to be used in MESH(I) are correctly positioned at this 
stage, the measurement may be made taking into 
account inter-timeslot interferences; 

[0645] Step 8: measure the interference behaviour of 
each timeslot in turn for MESH(B). Since all antennas 
to be used in MESH(B) are correctly positioned at this 
stage, the measurement may be made taking into 
account inter-timeslot interferences; 

[0646] If either of steps 7 or 8 indicates that any link will 
experience interference such that the received signal does 
not exceed the interference by the demodulation margin 
required, then, as described for redistribution, the adaptation 
must be abandoned and the problem analysed, so reverse 
steps 6 down to 2 above. Otherwise, proceed to step 9: 

[0647] Step 9: recolour all operating links for their 
MESH(I) configurations. Start up all new MESH(I) 
radio links, using their MESH(I) colourings. Note that 

only the minimum possible number of timeslots 
required to establish each link is need be used at this 
step. All of step 9 is carried out as one triggered action; 

[0648] In the event that any link fails to start up or operate 
properly the adaptation must be abandoned and the problem 
analysed, so reverse step 9 and then steps 6 to 2 above. 
Otherwise, wait for a period until MESH(I) is deemed stable 
and then proceed to step 10. 

[0649] It may be noted that the intermediate mesh 
MESH(I) now operating is a mesh supporting all timeslots 

required to carry the tralfic of PRI(A) plus at least two 
timeslots per link present in PRI(B) but not in PRI(A); it 
may also include some of the back-up paths present in 

MESH(A) if possible. 

[0650] Step 10: recolour all operating links for their 
MESH(B) configurations. This may include destroying 
some MESH(I) links. Switch the routes of all services 
to their MESH(B) path configurations. Start up all new 
MESH(B) radio links, using their MESH(B) colour- 
ings. All of step 10 is carried out as one triggered 
action; 

[0651] In the event that any link fails to start up or operate 
properly, the adaptation must be abandoned and the problem 
analysed, so reverse step 10, step 9 and then steps 6 to 2 
above. Otherwise, wait for a period until MESH(B) is 
deemed stable and then proceed to step 11. This wait is 
preferably longer than that after step 9, since after this period 
the ability to reverse the whole sequence quickly will be lost. 

[0652] Step 11: enable split table mode for all manage- 
ment router functions; 

[0653] Step 12: all links that are included in MESH(B) 
but not MESH(A) are altered in the management rout- 
ing database to a low cost; 

[0654] Step 13: after the time required for reconver- 
gence of routing tables, disable split table mode for all 
management router functions; 

[0655] As above, steps 11 and 12 and step 13 may each 
constitute a single triggered step. 

[0656] Step 14: remove all tralfic paths that were used 
in MESH(A) and which are not used in MESH(B). 

[0657] The procedure above is for a single movement 
adaptation for the case where tralfic cannot be transferred 
onto radio links at the same time that they are started up. 

[0658] For the case where links can be started and be 
loaded with tralfic simultaneously: (i) in the computation 
stage pF„, is no longer used, so that the number of new 
antennas available for PRI(B) aF„„and, (ii) MESH(I) is no 
longer required and hence steps 7 and 9 are not carried out. 

[0659] For an adaptation with double antenna movements: 

(i) after step 9 is successful an extra step is used to move 
those antennas not in use for MESH(I) into their MESH(B) 
positions; and, (ii) the interference measurement for 
MESH(B), step 8 above, is carried out instead after the 
above new step. 

[0660] A variation on the method of overlapping primaries 
is to compute a desired mesh without any adaptation con- 
straints and then test whether this forms a MESH(B) which 
satisfies either of the single or dual movement adaptation 
conditions described above. The calculation can be per- 
formed as follows. After calculating the desired mesh by 
unconstrained formation, apply the overlapping primaries 
method, but allowing only the primary links in the uncon- 
strained mesh and the PRI(B) links as candidates for PRI(B). 
If the method does not fail, this mesh may be preferable to 
that produced by the previous methods. 

[0661] V. 2. 4. Methods of Repeated Overlapping Primaries 

[0662] A further class of adaptation, which is the most 
likely to succeed of those described herein, is implemented 
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as a repeated set of adaptations by coexistent primaries 
described in detail above. First, a new target topology is 
computed by unconstrained formation. If this is a target 
mesh whose primary topology coexists with the current 
primary topology, then adaptation can be carried out in one 
sequence as above. Otherwise, it will be necessary to find a 
series of such sequences (each of which is itself an adapta- 
tion by coexistent primaries) that achieves the desired objec- 
tive. 

[0663] In outline, this class of method first computes a 
target mesh MESH(T) using unconstrained formation, such 
that MESH(T) meets some new set of goals. Starting from 
the current mesh MESH(C) which meets the current set of 
goals, it then computes a progression of primary topologies 
P, . . . P„each of which meets the goals for MESH(T), such 
that P, is PRI(C), P„ is PRI(T) and such that for all x&n P 
and P, are a pair of coexisting primaries. This last property 
means that a progressive adaptation from MESH(C) to 
MESH(T) is therefore achievable using n — 1 repetitions of 
the method of coexisting primaries described previously. 
Any one of the variations of the method can be used at each 
of the n — 1 repetitions, according to the desired characteris- 
tics of the meshes after each repetition. 

[0664] Thus only those techniques already discussed 
above will be required to carry out the adaptation. The only 
new technique required is a method for calculating P, . . . P„, 
The preferred method combines the computation of over- 

lapping primaries with the link handicap method described 
above in connection with the formation process (Section 
H. 5. ). Starting with y=1, it repeatedly attempts to form a new 
mesh P, such that P and P, are coexisting primaries. 
The computation process for coexisting primary PRI(B) 
given above is followed, with the additional modification of 
applying a handicap to all links that do not appear in PRI(C) 
and no handicap to those which do. 

[0665] The result of applying this handicap is to produce 
a succession of P, which tend towards the topology of 
PRI(C). Options that can be applied to the computation 
include the level of handicap H applied and the overall set 
of lines-of-sight olfered for the computation of each P 
The set of lines-of-sight may be those in P plus those in 
PRI(C); alternatively it may be all lines-of-sight. One pre- 
ferred option is to carry out the following sequence for each 
P, . First a value of H greater than the allowed hop count 
between two mesh nodes is used, with only lines-of-sight in 
P plus PRI(C) being considered. If this does not produce a 
result different from P, H is reduced repeatedly and the 
process retried. If still no result dilferent from P is pro- 
duced, then the above sequence of descending H is repeated, 
this time with all lines-of-sight being considered. This time 
a result is acceptable only if the result is dilferent from P 
and also includes more of the links from PRI(C) than does 
p. 
[0666] It will be appreciated that the process above can 
also be carried out such that P, is PRI(T) and P„ is PRI(C) 
because of the requirement that P and P, are a pair of 
co-existent primaries for x&n. The method of execution in 
such a case is identical, except that the mesh changes then 
run in the order P„ to P, rather than P, to P„. 

V. 3. Other Adaptation Options 

[0667] Whilst the above description of adaptation has 
referred in places to adaptation being required in order to 

add a node, as mentioned previously adaptation may be 
required in other circumstances, such as for example when 
a node is to be removed from the current mesh; to accom- 
modate a change in the service level (e. g. bandwidth require- 
ment) of a particular subscriber at a node; and to optimise 
the mesh if for example the current mesh becomes sub- 
optimal or falls below some quality threshold. 

[0668] For removal of a node, the "adaptation then instal- 
lation" procedure can be replaced by "adaptation then dein- 
stallation"; the adjusted mesh is suitable for the removal of 
the relevant node(s) provided that these have been con- 
strained to be leaf nodes during the adaptation process. 

[0669] In some cases, it may be desired to limit the 
number of simultaneous mesh changes permitted to one or 
some other small number. In this case, there are two pre- 
ferred approaches. In one approach, the methods described 
above are altered so that they produce steps limited to this 
maximum number of changes. Alternatively, the methods 
are unaltered, but each large step that they produce is then 
transformed into a set of smaller steps whose net result is the 
same as the large step. 

[0670] Although the embodiments of the invention 
described herein with reference to the drawings principally 
comprise computer processes performed in computer appa- 
ratus and computer apparatus per se, the invention also 
extends to computer programs, particularly computer pro- 
grams on or in a carrier, adapted for putting the invention 
into practice. The program may be in the form of source 
code, object code, a code intermediate source and object 
code such as in partially compiled form, or in any other form 
suitable for use in the implementation of the processes 
according to the invention. The carrier be any entity or 
device capable of carrying the program. For example, the 
carrier may comprise a storage medium, such as a ROM, for 
example a CD ROM or a semiconductor ROM, or a mag- 
netic recording medium, for example a floppy disk or hard 
disk. 

[0671] Embodiments of the present invention have been 
described with particular reference to examples illustrated 
schematically in the drawings. However, it will be appreci- 
ated that variations and modifications may be made to the 
examples described within the scope of the present inven- 
tion. 

1. A method of forming a network of nodes from a 

plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential transmission 
links between respective nodes, at least one of the nodes 
being a connection node that provides a data connection into 
and out of the formed network, and wherein for each node 
that is not a connection node there is a maximum number of 
links acceptable for a transmission path from said node to a 
connection node, each node in the formed network being 
able to communicate with at least one other node by a 
transmission link between said each node and said at least 
one other node, each of the nodes in the formed network 
other than said connection node or connection nodes being 
linked to at least one connection node by at least one 
transmission path that comprises either a single transmission 
link between the node and a connection node or respective 
transmission links between the node and a connection node 
via one or more intermediate nodes, the method comprising 
the steps of: 
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for a node which is not a connection node and which has 
not been linked to a connection node: 

(a) where there is a single connection node, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to said single 
connection node that do not exceed said maximum 
number of links or, where there are plural connection 
nodes, identifying all transmission paths from said 
node to any of said connection nodes that do not 
exceed said maximum number of links; 

(b) testing said paths against at least one criterion for 
acceptability until an acceptable path is found and 
providing links between the or each node on that 
acceptable path so that the or each node on that 
acceptable path is linked to a connection node by a 
transmission path which comprises either a single 
transmission link between the node and a connection 
node or respective transmission links between the 
node and a connection node via one or more inter- 
mediate nodes; and, 

(c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes which are 
not connection nodes and which have not been 
linked to a connection node. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
transmission links is a wireless transmission link. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein some of the 
transmission links are wireless transmission links and the 
remainder of the transmission links are cabled transmission 
links. 

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein steps (a) to (c) 
are applied to nodes in descending order of expected data 
flow rate requirements for the nodes. 

5. A method according to claim 1, comprising the step of, 
after step (a) and before step (b), determining an order of 
priority of said paths and wherein in step (b) said paths are 
tested for acceptability in said order of priority. 

6. A method according to claim 5, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
connection node, and wherein the order of priority of the 
paths is determined in ascending order of the number of 
wireless transmission links in those paths. 

7. A method according to claim 5, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
connection node, and wherein the order of priority of the 
paths is determined in ascending order of the total currently 
committed data flow rate of the connection nodes to which 
said paths lead. 

8. A method according to claim 5, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
physical length of the wireless transmission links within said 
paths. 

9. A method according to claim 5, wherein the order of the 
paths is determined in descending order of the number of 
links in a path that form at least a portion of a path that has 
previously been determined to be acceptable. 

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein in step (b) a 

path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a connection node would exceed the 
maximum data tralfic flow rate for that connection node. 

11. A method according to claim 1, wherein in the formed 
mesh transmissions to and from a connection node take 
place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step (b) a path 

is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each node 
on that path to a connection node would exceed the number 
of timeslots available at that connection node. 

12. A method according to claim 1, wherein in the formed 
mesh transmissions to and from a connection node take 
place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step (b) a path 
is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each node 
on that path to a connection node would exceed the number 
of timeslots available at any node on that path. 

13. A method according to claim 1, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, wherein a path is 
determined to be unacceptable in step (b) if linking the or 
each node on that path to a connection node would result in 

any of the nodes not having at least one free antenna. 
14. A method according to claim 1, wherein the or each 

node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, and wherein step 

(b) comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
to/from a node as unavailable for use in a path if that node 
is linked to a connection node and has only one free antenna 
or if that node is a connection node and has only one free 
antenna. 

15. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
between two nodes as unavailable for use in a path if both 
of said nodes are linked to a connection node. 

16. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
between a node and a connection node as unavailable for use 
in a path if said node is linked to a connection node. 

17. A method according to claim 1, wherein, prior to 
linking a node to a connection node, a check is made of all 
other nodes that have not been linked to a connection node 
to determine whether any of said other nodes would be made 
unconnectable to a connection node if said first node were 
linked to said connection node. 

18. A method according to claim 17, wherein said first 
node is not linked to a connection node if there are any nodes 
that would be made unconnectable to a connection node if 
said first node were linked to said connection node. 

19. Amethod according to claim 1, comprising the step of, 
prior to step (a), for a node that has a single potential link to 
another node, linking that node to another node using said 
single potential link and marking said single potential link as 
unavailable for use in another path. 

20. A method according to claim 1, comprising the step of 
providing further links between at least some of the nodes so 
as to create redundant paths to a connection node for at least 
one of the nodes. 

21. A computer program comprising program instructions 
for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 1. 

22. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 

computer program according to claim 21. 
23. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 

claim 1. 
24. A method of providing a topology for a network of 

nodes and actual transmission links between nodes by 
determining which of a plurality of potential transmission 
links between the nodes should be made into actual trans- 
mission links between nodes, at least one node being a 
connection node that provides a data connection into and out 
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of the formed network, and wherein for each node that is not 
a connection node there is a maximum number of links 
acceptable for a transmission path from said node to a 
connection node, each node in the formed network being in 
communication with at least one other node by a transmis- 
sion link between said each node and said at least one other 
node, each of the nodes in the formed network other than 
said connection node or connection nodes being linked to at 
least one connection node by at least one transmission path 
which comprises either a single transmission link between 
the node and a connection node or respective transmission 
links between the node and a connection node via one or 
more intermediate nodes, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

for a node which is not a connection node and which has 
not been linked to a connection node: 

(a) where there is a single connection node, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to said single 
connection node that do not exceed said maximum 
number of links or, where there are plural connection 
nodes, identifying all transmission paths from said 
node to any of said connection nodes that do not 
exceed said maximum number of links; 

(b) testing said paths against at least one criterion for 
acceptability until an acceptable path is found and 

flagging in a computer database or data structure a 
variable representing the or each node on that accept- 
able path to indicate that said the or each node on that 
acceptable path is linked to a connection node; and, 

(c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes which are 
not connection nodes and which have not been 
flagged as linked to a connection node; 

thereby to provide a dataset representing a topology for a 
network of the nodes and transmission links between 
the nodes. 

25. A method according to claim 24, wherein each of the 
transmission links is a wireless transmission link. 

26. A method according to claim 24, wherein some of the 
transmission links are wireless transmission links and the 
remainder of the transmission links are cabled transmission 
links. 

27. A method according to claim 24, wherein steps (a) to 

(c) are applied to nodes in descending order of expected data 
flow rate requirements for the nodes. 

28. A method according to claim 24, comprising the step 
of, after step (a) and before step (b), determining an order of 
priority of said paths and wherein in step (b) said paths are 
tested for acceptability in said order of priority. 

29. A method according to claim 28, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
connection node, and wherein the order of priority of the 
paths is determined in ascending order of the number of 
wireless transmission links in those paths. 

30. A method according to claim 28, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
connection node, and wherein the order of priority of the 
paths is determined in ascending order of the total currently 
committed data flow rate of the connection nodes to which 
said paths lead. 

31. A method according to claim 28, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein the order of 

the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
physical length of the wireless transmission links within said 
paths. 

32. A method according to claim 28, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in descending order of the number of 
links in a path that form at least a portion of a path that has 
previously been determined to be acceptable. 

33. A method according to claim 24, wherein in step (b) 
a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a connection node would exceed the 
maximum data trafflc flow rate for that connection node. 

34. A method according to claim 24, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a connection node 
take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step (b) 
a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a connection node would exceed the 
number of timeslots available at that connection node. 

35. A method according to claim 24, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a connection node 
take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step (b) 
a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a connection node would exceed the 
number of timeslots available at any node on that path. 

36. A method according to claim 24, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, wherein a path is 
determined to be unacceptable in step (b) if linking the or 
each node on that path to a connection node would result in 

any of the nodes not having at least one free antenna. 

37. A method according to claim 24, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, and wherein step 

(b) comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
to/from a node as unavailable for use in a path if that node 
is linked to a connection node and has only one free antenna 
or if that node is a connection node and has only one free 
antenna. 

38. A method according to claim 24, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
between two nodes as unavailable for use in a path if both 
of said nodes are linked to a connection node. 

39. A method according to claim 24, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
between a node and a connection node as unavailable for use 
in a path if said node is linked to a connection node. 

40. A method according to claim 24, wherein, prior to 
linking a node to a connection node, a check is made of all 
other nodes that have not been linked to a connection node 
to determine whether any of said other nodes would be made 
unconnectable to a connection node if said first node were 
linked to said connection node. 

41. A method according to claim 40, wherein said first 
node is not linked to a connection node if there are any nodes 
that would be made unconnectable to a connection node if 
said first node were linked to said connection node. 

42. A method according to claim 24, comprising the step 
of, prior to step (a), for a node that has a single potential link 
to another node, linking that node to another node using said 
single potential link and marking said single potential link as 
unavailable for use in another path. 
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43. A method according to claim 24, comprising the step 
of providing further links between at least some of the nodes 
so as to create redundant paths to a connection node for at 
least one of the nodes. 

44. A computer program comprising program instructions 
for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 24. 

45. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 

computer program according to claim 44. 
46. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 

claim 24. 
47. A method of forming a network of nodes from a 

plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential transmission 
links between respective nodes, each node in the formed 
network being able to communicate with at least one other 
node by a transmission link between said each node and said 
at least one other node, each of the nodes in the formed 
network being linked to at least one designated anchor node 

by at least one transmission path that comprises either a 
single transmission link between the node and a designated 
anchor node or respective transmission links between the 
node and a designated anchor node via one or more inter- 
mediate nodes, wherein all nodes in the formed network are 
linked to all other nodes, and wherein for each node that is 
not a designated anchor node there is a maximum number of 
links acceptable for a transmission path from said node to a 
designated anchor node, the method comprising the steps of: 

for a node which is not a designated anchor and which has 
not been linked to a designated anchor node: 

(a) where there is a single designated anchor node, 
identifying all transmission paths from said node to 
said single designated anchor node that do not 
exceed said maximum number of links or, where 
there are plural designated anchor nodes, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to any of said 
designated anchor nodes that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links; 

(b) testing said paths against at least one criterion for 
acceptability until an acceptable path is found and 
providing links between the or each node on that 
acceptable path so that the or each node on that 
acceptable path is linked to a designated anchor node 

by a transmission path which comprises either a 

single transmission link between the node and a 
designated anchor node or respective transmission 
links between the node and a designated anchor node 
via one or more intermediate nodes; and, 

(c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes which are 
not designated anchor nodes and which have not 
been linked to a designated anchor node. 

48. A method according to claim 47, wherein each of the 
transmission links is a wireless transmission link. 

49. A method according to claim 47, wherein some of the 
transmission links are wireless transmission links and the 
remainder of the transmission links are cabled transmission 
links. 

50. A method according to claim 47, wherein steps (a) to 

(c) are applied to nodes in descending order of expected data 
flow rate requirements for the nodes. 

51. A method according to claim 47, comprising the step 
of, after step (a) and before step (b), determining an order of 
priority of said paths and wherein in step (b) said paths are 
tested for acceptability in said order of priority. 

52. A method according to claim 51, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
designated anchor node, and wherein the order of priority of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the number of 
wireless transmission links in those paths. 

53. A method according to claim 51, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
designated anchor node, and wherein the order of priority of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
currently committed data flow rate of the designated anchor 
nodes to which said paths lead. 

54. A method according to claim 51, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
physical length of the wireless transmission links within said 
paths. 

55. A method according to claim 51, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in descending order of the number of 
links in a path that form at least a portion of a path that has 
previously been determined to be acceptable. 

56. A method according to claim 47, wherein in step (b) 
a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a designated anchor node would exceed 
the maximum data tralflc flow rate for that designated anchor 
node. 

57. A method according to claim 47, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a designated anchor 
node take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step 

(b) a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
exceed the number of timeslots available at that designated 
anchor node. 

58. A method according to claim 47, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a designated anchor 
node take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step 

(b) a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
exceed the number of timeslots available at any node on that 
path. 

59. A method according to claim 47, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, wherein a path is 
determined to be unacceptable in step (b) if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
result in any of the nodes not having at least one free 
antenna. 

60. A method according to claim 47, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, and wherein step 

(b) comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
to/from a node as unavailable for use in a path if that node 
is linked to a designated anchor node and has only one free 
antenna or if that node is a designated anchor node and has 
only one free antenna. 

61. A method according to claim 47, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
between two nodes as unavailable for use in a path if both 
of said nodes are linked to a designated anchor node. 

62. A method according to claim 47, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 
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between a node and a designated anchor node as unavailable 
for use in a path if said node is linked to a designated anchor 
node. 

63. A method according to claim 47, wherein, prior to 
linking a node to a designated anchor node, a check is made 
of all other nodes that have not been linked to a designated 
anchor node to determine whether any of said other nodes 
would be made unconnectable to a designated anchor node 
if said first node were linked to said designated anchor node. 

64. A method according to claim 63, wherein said first 
node is not linked to a designated anchor node if there are 
any nodes that would be made unconnectable to a designated 
anchor node if said first node were linked to said designated 
anchor node. 

65. A method according to claim 47, comprising the step 
of, prior to step (a), for a node that has a single potential link 
to another node, linking that node to another node using said 
single potential link and marking said single potential link as 
unavailable for use in another path. 

66. A method according to claim 47, comprising the step 
of providing further links between at least some of the nodes 
so as to create redundant paths to a designated anchor node 
for at least one of the nodes. 

67. A computer program comprising program instructions 
for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 47. 

68. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 
computer program according to claim 67. 

69. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 
claim 47. 

70. A method of providing a topology for a network of 
nodes and actual transmission links between nodes by 
determining which of a plurality of potential transmission 
links between the nodes should be made into actual trans- 
mission links between nodes, each node in the formed 
network being in communication with at least one other 
node by a transmission link between said each node and said 
at least one other node, each of the nodes in the formed 
network being linked to at least one designated anchor node 

by at least one transmission path which comprises either a 
single transmission link between the node and a designated 
anchor node or respective transmission links between the 
node and a designated anchor node via one or more inter- 
mediate nodes, wherein all nodes in the formed network are 
linked to all other nodes, and wherein for each node that is 
not a designated anchor node there is a maximum number of 
links acceptable for a transmission path from said node to a 
designated anchor node, the method comprising the steps of: 

for a node which is not a designated anchor node and 
which has not been linked to a designated anchor node: 

(a) where there is a single designated anchor node, 
identifying all transmission paths from said node to 
said single designated anchor node that do not 
exceed said maximum number of links or, where 
there are plural designated anchor nodes, identifying 
all transmission paths from said node to any of said 
designated anchor nodes that do not exceed said 
maximum number of links; 

(b) testing said paths against at least one criterion for 
acceptability until an acceptable path is found and 

flagging in a computer database or data structure a 
variable representing the or each node on that accept- 

able path to indicate that said the or each node on that 
acceptable path is linked to a designated anchor 
node; and, 

(c) repeating steps (a) and (b) for all nodes which are 
not designated anchor nodes and which have not 
been flagged as linked to a designated anchor node; 

thereby to provide a dataset representing a topology for a 
network of the nodes and transmission links between 
the nodes in which all nodes in the formed network are 
linked to all other nodes. 

71. A method according to claim 70, wherein each of the 
transmission links is a wireless transmission link. 

72. A method according to claim 70, wherein some of the 
transmission links are wireless transmission links and the 
remainder of the transmission links are cabled transmission 
links. 

73. A method according to claim 70, wherein steps (a) to 

(c) are applied to nodes in descending order of expected data 
flow rate requirements for the nodes. 

74. A method according to claim 70, comprising the step 
of, after step (a) and before step (b), determining an order of 
priority of said paths and wherein in step (b) said paths are 
tested for acceptability in said order of priority. 

75. A method according to claim 74, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
designated anchor node, and wherein the order of priority of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the number of 
wireless transmission links in those paths. 

76. A method according to claim 74, wherein step (a) 
comprises identifying all paths from said node to at least one 
designated anchor node, and wherein the order of priority of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
currently committed data flow rate of the designated anchor 
nodes to which said paths lead. 

77. A method according to claim 74, at least some of the 
links being wireless transmission links, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in ascending order of the total 
physical length of the wireless transmission links within said 
paths. 

78. A method according to claim 74, wherein the order of 
the paths is determined in descending order of the number of 
links in a path that form at least a portion of a path that has 
previously been determined to be acceptable. 

79. A method according to claim 70, wherein in step (b) 
a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or each 
node on that path to a designated anchor node would exceed 
the maximum data tralfic flow rate for that designated anchor 
node. 

80. A method according to claim 70, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a designated anchor 
node take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step 

(b) a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
exceed the number of timeslots available at that designated 
anchor node. 

81. A method according to claim 70, wherein in the 
formed mesh transmissions to and from a designated anchor 
node take place during distinct timeslots, and wherein in step 

(b) a path is determined to be unacceptable if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
exceed the number of timeslots available at any node on that 
path. 
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82. A method according to claim 70, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 
each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 
less transmission link with another node, wherein a path is 
determined to be unacceptable in step (b) if linking the or 
each node on that path to a designated anchor node would 
result in any of the nodes not having at least one free 
antenna. 

83. A method according to claim 70, wherein the or each 
node on a path being tested in step (b) has plural antennas, 

each antenna being capable of providing a respective wire- 

less transmission link with another node, and wherein step 

(b) comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 

to/from a node as unavailable for use in a path if that node 

is linked to a designated anchor node and has only one free 
antenna or if that node is a designated anchor node and has 

only one free antenna. 

84. A method according to claim 70, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 

between two nodes as unavailable for use in a path if both 

of said nodes are linked to a designated anchor node. 

85. A method according to claim 70, wherein step (b) 
comprises the further step of flagging all potential links 

between a node and a designated anchor node as unavailable 

for use in a path if said node is linked to a designated anchor 

node. 

86. A method according to claim 70, wherein, prior to 

linking a node to a designated anchor node, a check is made 

of all other nodes that have not been linked to a designated 

anchor node to determine whether any of said other nodes 

would be made unconnectable to a designated anchor node 

if said first node were linked to said designated anchor node. 

87. A method according to claim 86, wherein said first 

node is not linked to a designated anchor node if there are 

any nodes that would be made unconnectable to a designated 

anchor node if said first node were linked to said designated 
anchor node. 

88. A method according to claim 70, comprising the step 
of, prior to step (a), for a node that has a single potential link 
to another node, linking that node to another node using said 
single potential link and marking said single potential link as 
unavailable for use in another path. 

89. A method according to claim 70, comprising the step 
of providing further links between at least some of the nodes 

so as to create redundant paths to a designated anchor node 

for at least one of the nodes. 

90. A computer program comprising program instructions 

for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 70. 
91. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 

computer program according to claim 90. 
92. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 

claim 70. 
93. A method of forming a network of nodes from a 

plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential transmission 

links between respective nodes, each node in the formed 

network being able to communicate with at least one other 
node by a transmission link between said each node and said 

at least one other node, wherein at least one of the nodes has 

a peak tral5c rate requirement for tral5c to another point in 

the network and said node has a primary tral5c path to said 

point in the network, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining the tral5c capacity of said primary path; 

identifying other paths, other than said primary path, from 
said node to said point in the network such that the sum 
of the tral5c capacity of said primary path and the 
tral5c capacity of said other paths is equal to or greater 
than said peak tral5c rate requirement for said node; 
and, 

making said other paths available to carry tral5c from said 
node to said point in the network in addition to said 
primary path; 

whereby in the formed network if the tral5c rate for tral5c 
from said node to said point in the network exceeds the 
tral5c capacity of said primary path, the tral5c can be 
divided into discrete portions which are respectively 
delivered over the primary path and said other paths to 
said point in the network. 

94. A computer program comprising program instructions 
for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 93. 

95. A method of forming a network of nodes from a 

plurality of nodes and a plurality of potential transmission 
links between respective nodes, each node in the formed 
network being able to communicate with at least one other 
node by a transmission link between said each node and said 
at least one other node, wherein at least one of the nodes has 
a peak tral5c rate requirement for tral5c to another point in 
the network and each said node has a primary tral5c path 
plus zero or more other paths to each said point in the 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining the tral5c capacity of each said path; and, 

adding in a prioritised order capacity to links in the 
network such as provide for the peak tral5c require- 
ments at said nodes. 

96. A computer program comprising program instructions 
for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 95. 

97. A method of adapting an initial mesh communications 
network configuration to a final mesh communications net- 
work communications configuration, wherein: 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the final mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the first set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being diferent to the 
second set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh; and, 

wherein there exists a method of forming a mesh com- 
munications network configuration from a set of nodes 
and potential transmission links between the nodes and 
which allocates timeslots to the transmission links; 

RED HAT 1026 
RED HAT V. CAS



US 2002/0042274 A1 
50 

Apr. 11, 2002 

the method comprising the step of forming at least a part 
of the final mesh communications network configura- 
tion by operating the method of forming a mesh either 
or both (i) on the basis of a restricted set of the potential 
transmission links between the nodes of the second set 
thus constraining the results produced by the mesh 
formation such that the initial mesh configuration can 
be adapted to the final mesh configuration and (ii) by 
adding one or more additional steps or tests to the 
method of forming a mesh that constrain the results 
produced by the mesh formation such that the initial 
mesh configuration can be adapted to the final mesh 
configuration. 

98. A method according to claim 97, wherein the initial 
mesh communications network configuration has an initial 
primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the first set to a connection node of the first 
set, and the final mesh communications network configura- 
tion has a final primary topology being a non-redundant set 
of paths from every node of the second set to a connection 
node of the second set, and wherein there is at least one new 
node in the final mesh communications network configura- 
tion that is not in the initial mesh communications network 
configuration, 

wherein the step of forming at least part of the final mesh 
communications network configuration comprises 
operating the method of forming a mesh on a restricted 
set of the potential transmission links between the 
nodes of the second set to produce a final primary 
topology which is the same as the initial primary 
topology plus at least one transmission link to the or 
each new node and in which the or each new node is 
configured as a node which is at the end of a primary 
path and which is not configured to be a transit node 
within the final primary topology for tral5c intended for 
other nodes. 

99. A method according to claim 98, wherein said 
restricted set of the potential transmission links between the 
nodes of the second set is the combination of all transmis- 
sion links in the initial mesh communications network 
configuration plus all potential transmission links between 
the or each new node and a node in the initial mesh network 
configuration, whereby the final primary topology is the 
same as the initial primary topology plus at least one 
transmission link to the or each new node. 

100. A method according to claim 97, the initial mesh 
communications network configuration having an initial 
primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the first set to a connection node of the first 
set, wherein the step of forming the final mesh communi- 
cations network configuration is constrained to prevent a 

primary path being added that adds a timeslot to any 
transmission link in the initial primary topology. 

101. A method according to claim 97, the initial mesh 
communications network configuration having an initial 
primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the first set to a connection node of the first 
set, wherein in the step of forming the final mesh commu- 
nications network configuration, one or more timeslots are 
added to links in the initial primary topology. 

102. A method according to claim 97, the initial mesh 
communications network configuration having an initial 
primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the first set to a connection node of the first 

set, wherein the step of forming the final mesh communi- 
cations network configuration includes the step of removing 
one or more links which are in the initial mesh communi- 
cations network configuration and which are not in the initial 
primary topology. 

103. A method according to claim 97, wherein the initial 
mesh communications network configuration has an initial 
primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths from 
every node of the first set to a connection node of the first 
set, and the final mesh communications network configura- 
tion has a final primary topology being a non-redundant set 
of paths from every node of the second set to a connection 
node of the second set, and wherein there may be at least one 
new node in the final mesh communications network con- 
figuration that is not in the initial mesh communications 
network configuration, and 

wherein, in the step of forming at least part of the final 
mesh communications network configuration, said 
restricted set of the potential transmission links 
between the nodes of the second set is all transmission 
links in the initial mesh network configuration plus, 
where there is at least one new node in the final mesh 
communications network configuration that is not in 
the initial mesh communications network configura- 
tion, all potential transmission links between the or 
each new node and a node in the initial mesh commu- 
nications network configuration. 

104. A method according to claim 103, wherein the 
change from the initial mesh communications network con- 
figuration to the final mesh communications network con- 
figuration is made as a single triggered step. 

105. A computer program comprising program instruc- 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 
97. 

106. A method of adapting an initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration to a final mesh communications 
network communications configuration, wherein: 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the final mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the first set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being diferent to the 
second set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
having an initial primary topology being a non-redun- 
dant set of paths from every node of the first set to a 
connection node of the first set, and the final mesh 
communications network configuration having a final 

primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths 
from every node of the second set to a connection node 
of the second set; 

wherein there exists a method of forming a primary 
topology for a mesh communications network configu- 
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ration from a set of nodes and potential transmission 
links between the nodes and which allocates timeslots 
to the transmission links; 

the method comprising the step of operating the method 
of forming a mesh to form the final primary topology 
such that it can co-exist with the initial primary topol- 

ogy, whereby the initial mesh configuration can be 
adapted to the final mesh configuration. 

107. A method according to claim 106, wherein in the 
method of forming the final primary topology, a path is 
determined to be unacceptable if at any node on the path, the 
number of potential transmission links that would be used 
for the path and that were not links in the initial primary 
topology exceeds the number of new links that the node can 
support in the final topology as calculated on the basis of the 
number of free timeslots and free antennas at the node. 

108. A computer program comprising program instruc- 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 
106. 

109. A method of adapting an initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration to a final mesh communications 
network communications configuration, wherein: 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the final mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the first set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being diferent to the 
second set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
having an initial primary topology being a non-redun- 
dant set of paths from every node of the first set to a 
connection node of the first set, and the final mesh 
communications network configuration having a final 

primary topology being a non-redundant set of paths 
from every node of the second set to a connection node 
of the second set; 

wherein there exists a method of forming a primary 
topology for a mesh communications network configu- 
ration from a set of nodes and potential transmission 
links between the nodes and which allocates timeslots 
to the transmission links; 

the method comprising the steps of: 

(A) operating the method of forming a mesh to form an 
intermediate primary topology such that it can co- 
exist with the initial primary topology, 

(B) operating the method of forming a mesh to form a 
further intermediate primary topology which can 
co-exist with the previous intermediate topology, 

(C) repeating step (B) until the further intermediate 
primary topology can co-exist with the final primary 
topology, 

whereby the initial mesh configuration can be adapted to 
the final mesh configuration via a sequence of co- 
existing primary topologies. 

110. A computer program comprising program instruc- 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 
109. 

111. A method according to claim 97, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 1. 

112. A method according to claim 106, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 1. 

113. A method according to claim 109, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 1. 

114. A method according to claim 97, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 47. 

115. A method according to claim 106, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 47. 

116. A method according to claim 109, wherein said 
method of formation is a method according to claim 47. 

117. A method of adapting an initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration to a final mesh communications 
network communications configuration, wherein: 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the final mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the first set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being diferent to the 
second set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh; and, 

wherein there exists a set of adaptation techniques avail- 
able for adapting the initial mesh communications 
network configuration to the final mesh communica- 
tions network communications configuration which can 
be ordered in ascending order of likelihood of success 
of the adaptation and/or complexity of execution; 

the method comprising the step of applying said set of 
adaptation techniques in said ascending order until one 
of said techniques is successful in adapting the initial 
mesh communications network configuration to the 
final mesh communications network communications 
configuration. 

118. A method according to claim 97, wherein at least 
some of the changes to the initial mesh communications 
network configuration that are required as part of the adap- 
tation to the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration form a group of changes such that all of the changes 
within the group can occur substantially simultaneously, the 
method comprising the step of executing a group of such 
changes by: 

transmitting relevant information about the changes in the 
group to each node which during the adaptation will 
take part in any of the changes of said group; and, 

subsequently transmitting an instruction to each said node 
to carry out said changes of said group, thereby to cause 
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each said node to eKect said changes of said group 
substantially simultaneously. 

119. A method according to claim 106, wherein at least 
some of the changes to the initial mesh communications 
network configuration that are required as part of the adap- 
tation to the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration form a group of changes such that all of the changes 
within the group can occur substantially simultaneously, the 
method comprising the step of executing a group of such 
changes by: 

transmitting relevant information about the changes in the 

group to each node which during the adaptation will 
take part in any of the changes of said group; and, 

subsequently transmitting an instruction to each said node 
to carry out said changes of said group, thereby to cause 
each said node to eKect said changes of said group 
substantially simultaneously. 

120. A method according to claim 109, wherein at least 
some of the changes to the initial mesh communications 
network configuration that are required as part of the adap- 
tation to the final mesh communications network configu- 
ration form a group of changes such that all of the changes 
within the group can occur substantially simultaneously, the 
method comprising the step of executing a group of such 
changes by: 

transmitting relevant information about the changes in the 

group to each node which during the adaptation will 
take part in any of the changes of said group; and, 

subsequently transmitting an instruction to each said node 
to carry out said changes of said group, thereby to cause 
each said node to eKect said changes of said group 
substantially simultaneously. 

121. A method of adapting an initial mesh communica- 
tions network configuration to a final mesh communications 
network communications configuration, wherein: 

the initial mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a first set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the final mesh communications network configuration 
comprises a second set of nodes, transmission links 
between the nodes, timeslot allocations to the trans- 
mission links and tral5c paths across the mesh; 

the first set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh being diferent to the 
second set of nodes, transmission links between the 
nodes, timeslot allocations to the transmission links and 
tral5c paths across the mesh; 

wherein at least some of the changes to the initial mesh 
communications network configuration that are 
required as part of the adaptation to the final mesh 
communications network configuration form a group of 
changes such that all of the changes within the group 
can occur substantially simultaneously, the method 
comprising the step of executing a group of such 
changes by: 

transmitting relevant information about the changes in 
the group to each node which during the adaptation 
will take part in any of the changes of said group; 
and, 

subsequently transmitting an instruction to each said 
node to carry out said changes of said group, thereby 
to cause each said node to effect said changes of said 
group substantially simultaneously. 

122. A method according to claim 121, wherein there are 
plural groups of said changes, the transmitting step com- 
prising the step of transmitting relevant information about 
the changes of each group to each node which during the 
adaptation will take part in any of the changes. 

123. A method according to claim 121, comprising the 
step of, after a predetermined time following the transmit- 

ting step, interrogating each said node to determine if the 
change has occurred successfully. 

124. A computer program comprising program instruc- 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 
121. 

125. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 
computer program according to claim 124. 

126. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 
claim 121. 

127. A mesh communications network, the network com- 
prising plural nodes and transmission links between the 
nodes, and wherein timeslots are allocated to the transmis- 
sion links for transmission and reception of signals between 
the nodes over the links, wherein on at least one link at least 
two consecutive timeslots are allocated for transmission 
such that user tral5c is in use transmitted continuously over 
more than one timeslot on said at least one link. 

128. A mesh communications network according to claim 
127, wherein all timeslots have the same duration. 

129. A mesh communications network, the network com- 
prising plural nodes and transmission links between the 
nodes arranged in a network topology, at least some of the 
nodes being linked to plural other nodes via transmission 
links, each of said at least some nodes having a routing table 
for routing signals across the network by specifying the link 
along which signals from the node to another node are to be 
sent and being capable of updating the routing table accord- 
ing to the status of links in the network, each of said at least 
some nodes being arranged such that for certain predeter- 
mined changes to the network topology the updated routing 
table is not applied immediately for routing signals across 
the network. 

130. A mesh communications network according to claim 
129, wherein each of said at least some nodes is adapted to 
enter into a split table mode for said certain predetermined 
changes to the network topology by which the routing table 
that was in use prior to said certain predetermined changes 
to the network topology taking place continues to be used for 
routing signals across the network whilst a separate updated 
routing table is calculated and stored separately, the updated 
routing table being used to route signals across the network 
after split table mode is exited. 

131. A mesh communications network according to claim 
129, wherein said certain predetermined changes include 
one or more of failure or restoration or creation of a link or 
modification of the desirability of a link. 

132. A method of measuring the behaviour of a proposed 
mesh communications network whilst operating an existing 
mesh communications network, wherein: 

the proposed mesh communications network comprises a 

proposed network of nodes in which each node is able 
to communicate with at least one other node by a 
wireless transmission link between said each node and 
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said at least one other node, each transmission of a 
signal over a link from a first node to a second node 
taking place during a timeslot; and wherein: 

the existing mesh communications network comprises 
an existing network of nodes in which each node is 
able to communicate with at least one other node by 
a wireless transmission link between said each node 
and said at least one other node, each transmission of 
a signal over a link from a first node to a second node 
taking place during a timeslot; 

the method comprising the steps of: 

using one or more auxiliary timeslots within the exist- 
ing mesh communications network to emulate the 

wireless transmission environment of one or more 

proposed transmission configurations over the links 

that will exist in the proposed mesh communications 

network. 

133. A computer program comprising program instruc- 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 
132. 

134. A storage medium having stored thereon or therein a 

computer program according to claim 133. 
135. A computer programmed to carry out the method of 

claim 132. 
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