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diagnosis I dlamante 

diagonal 

500 

-tr. 1. To distinguish or identify (a disease, for example) by ~~no1i1. 
2. To identify (a person) as having a particular disease or condition by 
means of a diagnosis. 3. To analyze the nature or cause of: diag,wse the 
rowms for an economic downturn. -intr. To malcc a diagnosis. IBack­
formation from DIAGNOSIS.] -dl11g•nosl1•ble adj. 
dl•ag•no•sls (dl':ig-nO'sl'J) n., pL •SH (·sh) 1. Medicine•· ~e act 
or process of identifying or determining the nature and cause of a d1seue 
or injury through evaluation of patient history, examination, and review 
of laboratory data. b. The opinion derived from such an evaluation. 21, 
A critical analysis of the nature of something. b. The conclUJion reached 
by such analysis. 3. Biology A brief description of the dbtlnguilhing 
characteristics of an organism, as for taxonomic cluslfication. [Greek di• 
agn/Jsu, discernment, from diagign"slceln, to distinguish : dill-, apart; see 
DIA-+ gign/Jskein, gn"·• to come to know, discern; see gn6• in Appendix 
I.] 
dl•ag•nos•tlc (dI':ig-nOs'tlk) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or used in a 
diagnosis. 2. Serving to identify• particular disease; characteristic. • n. 
1. The art or practice of medical diagnosil. Often used in the plural with 
a singular wrb. 2. A symptom or a distinguishing feature serving as sup• 
porting evidence in a diagnosis. 3. An instrument or a technique used 
in medical diagnosis. I Greek dillgn/Jstikos, able to distinguish, from diag­
n"stos, distinguished, from dillgign/Jskein, to distinguish. See DIAGNOSIS.) 
-di11g•nos'ti•c1l•ly adv. 
dl•ag•nos•tl•clan (dI':ig-n6-stlsh'~n) n. A person who diagnoses, 
especially a physician specializing in medical diagnostics. 
dl•ag•o•nal (dI-lg':1-~I) adj. 1. Mathematics a. Joining two non­
adjacent vertices of a polygon. b. Joining two vertices of a polyhedron 
not in the same face. 2. Having a slanted or oblique direction. 3. Having 
oblique lines or markings. 4. Relating to or being the front left and back 
right feet or the front right and back left feet of a quadruped. • n. 1. 
Mathematics A diagonal line or plane. 2. Something, such as a row, 
course, or part, that is arranged obliquely. 3. A fabric wown with diag­
onal lines. 4. A virgule. [Latin dillgorullis, from Greek dillg/Jnios, from 
angle to angle : dill-, dia- + gonid, angle, comer; see genu-1 in Appendix 
I.) -di•ag'o•nalely adv. 
~••••gram (di'~·gram') n. 1. A plan, sketch, drawing. or outline de­
S1gned to demonstrate or explain how something works or to clarify the 
relationship between the parts of a whole. 2. Mathel1Ultia A graphic rep· 
resentation of an algebraic or geometric relationship. 3. A chart or 
graph. • tr.v. -grammed, -gram•ming, -grams or -gramed, 
-gram•ing, -grams To indicate or represent by or as if by a diagram. 
[Latin dillgramma, figure, from Greek, a figure worked out by lines, plan, 
from dillgraphein, to mark out, delineate : dia-, dia- + graphein, to write; 
sec gerbh- in Appendix I.] -di'a•gram'ma•ble adj. -di'a•gram• 
mat'ic (·gr:>•mlt'lk), di'a•gram•m•t'i•cal adj. -di'a•gram• 
mat'i•cal•ly adv. 
dl•a•kl•ne•sls (di':i-b-nt'sls, -ki•) n., pL -ses (-sez) The final 
stage of the prophase in meiosis, characterized by shortening and thick­
ening of the paired chromosomes, formation of the spindle fibers, dis­
appearance of the nucleolus, and degeneration of the nuclear membrane. 
-di'a•ki•netlic (-nlt'lk) adj. 
dl•al (dil:il, dil) n. 1. A graduated surface or face on which a measure­
ment, such as speed, is indicated by a moving needle or pointer. 2a. The 
face of a clock. b. A sundial. 3a. The panel or face on a radio or televi­
sion receiver on which the frequencies or channels are indicated. b. A 
movable control knob or other device on a radio or television receiver 
used to change the frequency. 4. A rotatable disk on a telephone with 
numbers and letters, used to signal the number to which a call is made. 
• v. -aled, -al•ing, -als or -alled, -al•ling, -als -tr. 1. To measure 
with or as if with a dial. 2. To point to, indicate, or register by means of 
a dial. 3. To control or select by means of a dial: dial a radio station. 4. 
To call (a party) on a telephone. 5. To signal (a number) in making a 
telephone call: The program dials the number and then connects to the file 
server. -intr. 1. To use a dial. 2. To use a telephone. (Middle English, 
sundial, clock, from Old French dyal, from Medieval Latin didle, from 
neuter of didlis, daily, from Latin dils, day. See dyeu• in Appendix I.) 
-di'al•er n. 
dl•a•lect (di':i-llkt') n. 1a. A regional or social variety of a language 
distinguished by pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary, especially a va• 
riety of speech differing from the standard literary language or speech 
patte'!1 of the culture in which it exists: Cockney is a dialect of English. b. 
A variety of language that with other varieties constitutes a single lan­
guage of which no single variety is standard: the dilllects of Andent Greek. 
2. Th~ lan_guage peculi_ar to the members of a group, especially in an oc­
~patlon; J~on: the dialect of science. 3. The manner or style of express• 
mg oneself 1!1 language or the arts. 4. A language considered as part of 
a larger family of languages or a linguistic branch. Not in scientific use: 
Spanish and French are Romance dialects. [French dialecte, from Old 
French, from La~ dialectus, form of speech, from Greek dialektos 
speech, from dialegesthai, to discourse, use a dialect : dia-, between, over; 
see DIA-+ legesthai, middle voice of legein, to speak; see leg- in Appendix 
I.] -di'a•lec'tal adj. -di'a•lec'tal•ly adv. 

Synonyms dialect, vernacular, jargon, cant, argot, lingo, patois These 
nouns denote forms of language that vary from the standard. Dialect 
usually applies to the vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation charac­
teristic of specific geographic localities or social classes. The vernacular 
is the informal everyday language spoken by a people. Jargon is special­
ized language understood only by a particular group, as one sharing an 
occupation or interest. Cant now usually refers to the specialized vocab­
ulary of a group or trade and is often marked by the use of stock phrases. 
Argot applies especially to the language of the underworld. Lingo is often 
applied to language that is unfamiliar or difficult to understand. Patois 

is sometimes used u a synonym for jargon or cant, but it can also ref 
to a regional dialect that bu no literary tradition. er 

dialect atlas n. See linguistic atlas. 
dialect geography n. See linguistic geography. 
dl•a•lec•tlc (dl':1-llk'tlk) n. 1. The art or practice of arriving at the 
truth by the exchange of logical argurnenu. 2a. The proc.eu ~ 
uaociated with Hegel of arriving at the truth by stating a thesis, dewtop 
Ing a contradictory antithe1il, and combining and resolving them into • 
coherent synthesis. b. Hegel'• critical method for the investigation of th'• 
proceu. 31. The Marxian process of change through the conflict of 
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po1ing forces, whereby a given contradiction ii characterized by a imi:­
ry and a secondary upect, the secondary succumbing to the ~ 
which is then transformed into an aspect of a new contradiction. otta: 
used in the plural with a singular or plural verb. b. The Marxian critique 
of this proceu. 4. dlelectics (used with a 1ing. m-b) A method of • 
mentor exposition that systematically weigh, contradictory facu or Z 
with a view to the resolution of their real or apparent contradictions. 5 
The contradiction between two conflicting forces viewed u the deter'. 
mining factor in their continuing interaction. I Middle English dialdiJ:, 
from Old French dialetique, from Latin dialutica, logic, from Grcclt ,1;. 
alektilcl (tekhnl), (art) of debate, fernin~ of dill!dJikDl,_from diakbo,, 
speech, conversation. See DIALECT,] -d1 a•leclti•cal, d1'a•ledtica4j. 
-di'a•lec'ti•cal•ly adv. 
dlalectlcal materialism. n. The Marxian interpretation of reality 
that views matter as the ~le subject of ~ge ~ ~ changt as the prod. 
uct of a constant conflict between oppos1ta arumg from the intanaJ 
contradictions inherent in all evenu, ideas, and movemenu. 
dl•a•lec•tl•clan (di':i-llk-tTJh':inJ n. 1. One who specializain tbe 
study of dialects. 2. One who practices or is 5killed in dial«tic. 
dl•a•lec•tol•o•,JY (di';,-llk-tW~-jcJ n. The study of dialeaa, 
-di'a•lec'to•log'1•cal (-t,-l6j'l-bl) adj. -di'a•lec'tc>-loglieca1. 
ly adv. -di'a•lec•tol'o•gist n. 
dl•a•log (dI':1-lt>g', -16g') n. & v. Variant of dialogue. 
dialog box n. A window that appears on a computer sa-em, praeut. 
ing information or requesting input. 
dl•a•log•lc (di':i-ll>j'lk) also d!•a•log~i•cal (-I-bl) adj. Of, rdar­
ing to, or written in dialogue. -d1'a•log'1•calely adv. 
dl•al•o•glst (di•ll' ;,-jist, di1;i-lt>'glst, -l~'Ist) n. 1. A writaofdia. 
logue. 2. One who speaks in a dialogue. -d11a•lo•gisltic (di'>b-jil'­
tlk), di'a•lo•gis'ti•cal adj. 
dl•a•logue or di•a•log (di1:i-lt,g', -lt,g') n. 1. A conwnatioo be­
tween two or more people. 2a. Conversation between characsm in a 
drama or narrative. b. The lines or passages in a script that arc intmded 
to be spoken. 3. A literary work written in the form of a com-mation: 
the dialogues of Plato. 4. Music A composition or passage for two or DIOR 

parts, suggestive of conversational interplay. 5. An exchange of ideas or 
opinions: achievin$ constructive dill/ague with all political elements. • ~ 
-logued, -logu•1ng, -logues or -foged, -log•ing. -logs -tr. To 
express as or in a dialogue. -intr. 1. To converse in a dialogue. 2. Usoagr 
Problem To engage in an informal exchange of views. [ Middle English 
dialog, from Old French dialogue, from Latin dialogus, from Gm dio­
logos, conversation, from dialegesthai, to discuss. See DIALECT.] --di'a• 
log'uer n. 

Usage Note In recent years the verb sense of dialogue meaning "to 
e~gage in an informal exchange of views" has been revived, particularly 
~ -th reference to communication between parties in institutional or po­
litical contexts. Although Shakespeare, Coleridge, and Carlyle used it, this 
usage today is widely regarded as jargon or bureaucratese.. N'mety-cight 
percent of the Usage Panel rejects the sentence Critics have chatgttl t""1 
the department was remiss in not trying to dialogue with rq,restntaln'tS gf 
the community before hiring the new officers. 

dlal tone n. A low, steady tone in a telephone receiver indicating that 
a number may be dialed. 
dl•al-up (di1:il-ilp', dil'·) adj. Of or relating to a network connection. 
as to the Internet, which requires that a telephone number be dialed: My 
dial-up connection was interrupted by call waiting. 
dl•al•y•sls (di-ll'i-sls) n.,pl. -ses (·sh') 1. The separation of small· 
er molecules from larger molecules or of dissolved substances from col· 
loidal particles in a solution by selective diffusion through a semiper· 
meable membrane. 2. Hemodialysis. [ Greek dilllusis. separating. 
dissolution, from dialuein, to break up, dissolve : dill-, apart; see DIA- ~ 
luein, to loosen; see leu• in Appendix I.) -di'a•lyt'ic (+llt'lk) adJ, 
-di'a•lyt'i•cal•ly adv. 
dl•a•lyze (dT';-liz') tr. & intr.v. -lyzed, -lyz•ing, -lyz•es To subject 
to or undergo dialysis. [Back-formation from DIALYSIS.] -di'a•lyz'a• 
bil'i•ty n. -dl'a•lyz'a•ble adj. 
dl•a•lyz•er (dI'~·U'z;ir) n. A machine equipped with a semipenne· 
able membrane and used for performing dialysis. 
diam. abbr. diameter 
dl•a•mag•net (dI';i-mag'nlt) n. A diamagnetic substance. !from 
DIAMAGNETIC.) 
dl•a•mag•net•lc (di';i-mlg-n!t'lk) adj. Of or relating to a sub· 
stance that is repelled by a magnet. -di'a•mag'ne•tism (-nl-tlz'2ml 
n. 
dl•a•man•te or di•a•man•te (dc';i-mJn-ta') n. 1. A small, glit· 
tering ornament, such as a rhinestone or a sequin, applied to fabric or a 
garment. 2. Fabric that has been covered with many of these ornaments, 
[French diamant'- decorated with diamonds, from diamant, diam0nd' 
See DIAMOND.) 
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