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oman holding the title of count 

ee ‘count in various European 

W nf an ear] in Great Britain. 3. 

oman. [Middle English cout, 

‘i “ine if conte, count. See COUNT ] 

counting house (kun! ting-hous’) 

ein which 4 pusiness firm carries on 
ng and correspondence. 

ad), Incapable of being counted; innu- 

‘er incaleulable. —count/less+ly adv. 

an object, such as chair, or for an 

peakers of @ language identify as 
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1, with an indefinite article, with nu- 

  

nding: »'. counts palatine. 1.a. Any of various 

ng certain royal powers within their 
é count of the Holy Roman Empire hav- 

in territories. b. A feudal lord hav- 
lands. 2. The titled proprietor of a 

d or Ireland. 

) counstry-fied (kun/tri-fid’) adj. 1. Re- 
‘oung the characteristics of country life; rural. 2. 

tation, 

“) «alvin, pl. tries, Va. A nation or state. b. 
riba a or state; land. ¢ The people of a nation 
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COUTIEY, 

countryside (kun tre sid)» A ronal region 2. The 
Inhabitants of a mural region 

country singer n Muse One who sings country music 

coun:try- wide (kin tro-wid?) ade & ad) Throughant 

whole country: nationwide laanehed a fundraising campatqn 

countryeide; a eountripende search 

coun:try: WOMAN (kuntic-wiam' on) 1. A woman from 

one’s awh conntry: a compatnot, 2. A woman from a particula? 

country, 3. A woman who lives in the country or 
ways. 

counsty (koun/té) nn. pl -tles. Abby eo, co. 1. An admin 
istrative subdivision of a state in the United States 2.@. A ter 

nional division exereisimy admumstrative, judicial, and political 

functions m Great Britain and Ireland” b. ‘The territory under 
junisdichion of a count or carl 9, The peaple living in ¢ 

[Middle Knglish counte, termlorial division, from Qld French 

cote, the terrury of a count, from Medieval Latin comitatus, 

from Late Latin. the office of count, from Latin, retinue, 

comes, conit-, companion. See @ie in Appendix | —coun/ty ad) 

county agent » A governinent employee who a 
sultant and adviser ina chiefly rural county on such matters 

agriculture, education, and home economics. 

county fair n. A fair usually held every year at the same lo- 
cation in a county, especially for the competitive showing of live- 

stock and farm products, 

county palatine ».. p/. counties palatine. The domain of 
count palatine in England or Ireland 

county seat ». A town or city that is the administrative center 
of its county. 

county town x. Chiefly British. A county seat. Also called 
shire town. 

coun-ty:wide (koun’té-wid’) adv. & adj. Throughout a 
whole county: found at locations countywide, a countywide war 
on drugs. 

coup (kod) 2, pl. coups (k0oz). 1. A brilliantly executed straul- 

agem: a masterstroke. 2. A coup d'état. 3, Among certain Nu 
tive American peoples, a feat of bravery performed in battle, es- 
pecially the touching of an enemy's body without causing injury 
—idiom. count coup. Among certain Native American peoples. 
to ceremoniously recount one's exploits in battle. {French, stroke. 
frem Old French celp, from Late Latin colpus. See cuPé !.| 

coup de grace (kda’ da gras’) n, pl. coups de grace. 1. A 
deathblow delivered to end the misery of a mortally wounded vic- 

tim. 2, A finishing stroke or decisive event. {French 
stroke + de, of + grace, mercy.| 

coup de main (da may’) n., pl. coups de main. A sudden 
action undertaken to surprise an enemy. [French © coup, stroke, 
blow + de, of + main, hand.| 

coup d’é-tat (da-ta’) », pl. coups d’état vr coup d’états 
(-da-ta’). The sudden overthrow of a government by a ustally 

small group of persons in or previously in positions of authority 
{French : coup, blow, stroke + de, of + etut, state.) 

coup de thé-4-tre (ds ta-a/tre) n., pl. coups de théatre. 1. 
A sudden, dramatic turn of events in a play. 2. An unexpected 
and sensational event. especially one that reverses or negates a 

prevailing situation. (French : coup, stroke + de, of + theatre, 
theater. | 

coup d’oeil (dix/ya) n., pl. coups d’oeil, A quick survey: u 
glance. [French : coup, stroke + de, of + veil, eve.| 

coupe! {koop) n. Ta. A dessert of ice cream or fruit-flavored 

ice, garnished and served in a special dessert glass. b. ‘The 
stemmed glass in which a coupe is served. 2. A shallow, bow !- 
shaped dessert dish. (French, cup, from Late Latin ceppa.| 

coupe? (kop) n. Variant of coupé (sense 2) 

coupe (koo-pa’) n. VA closed four-wheel carriage with two 
seats inside and one outside. 2, Also coupe (koop). A closed 
two-door automobile. (French, ftom pust participle of cuuper, to 

cut, from coup, blow. See COUP.| 

Cou-pe-rin§ (ko0-po-ray’, kidp-rax’), Frangois. 160s 1733 
French composer who was court organist at Versialles during the 

reign of Louis XIV. 

cou-ple (kupfol) nV. Two items of the sume kind: a pair. 2, 
Something that joins or connects twu things togethers a link. 3. 
(used with a stag. or pl. cerb). a. Two people uted, as by be- 

trothal or marnage. be Two peuple together 4& tafurmal. A tew, 
several: a couple of days. 5. Physics. A pair of torees of equal 
magnitude scting on parallel but opposite directions capable of 

Causing rotation but not traaslation, —couple ec -pled, -pling, 
eples, 67. To lath together; connect coapled ter refusal 

with anerplanation, 2@. To join as spouses abuty be Vo yattt 
in sexual union. 3. Klectrecety ‘To link (two erreutts ob curbents) 
as by magnetic mduction. over VW, ‘To form pats; jon 2, To 

unite sexually; copulate. 3. To jou chenmedly —couple ad) 
Informal. ‘Iwo or few: “Beery couple years the urge stedces, to 
haul off to a new site" (Garrison Keulor) {Middle English, fron 

Old French, from Latin copula, bond, puir.| 

Any estate or manaiony ii the 

coup, 

  

    
SYNONYMS: couple, pair, brace, yoke. These nouns denote two 

individuals of the same kind together. Couple dovs not necessarily 
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