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omen! upsteam hos experienced o failure. A hierarchy of LOS defect and
ai notifications is implemented at the LOS-detecting equipment besed on
ration the condition persists. See also AIS.
9, line-of-sight. Related acronyms ore BLOS (beyond line-of-sight) and

1105, which hos two meanings: neorline-of-sight ond norvline-of-sight.
chmidt number. The number of molecules in one cubic contimetre of

gos at one bor pressure and zero degree centigrade temperature, ohout 27
wilion jrlion - the actualfigure is 2.687 x 10 raised to the 19 -fitst calculated

ond named for Austrion chemist Joseph Loschmid! (1821-1895); used in
speorelical calculations of radio-frequency signalattenuationin the atmosphere.
iosing face. See Bee's Wor.
Joss. [he drop in signo! level between two points ono network. It is important
jp distinguish between “loss” ond “level”. Level is the amplitude, oF signal

agit, and is meusured at Finite points known os Transmission Level Points
}, Loss is the difference between levels over o circuit, between two TLPs,

end is measured in decibels (dB), Loss occurs constantly thraughout telephony
_ trom long distance circuits to switches, as switches set up connections vio
internalcircuits. Loss is cumulative, Add two circuits each with a loss of 10 dB.
You will hove 20 d8 Joss in the total circuit. The humon eor con detect o 3 dB
igs. In figuring losses on fiber optic cables, you add up the individual losses
gam the connectors, the splices and the colle itself,
loss assessment. Loss Assessment is the process of assessing the monetary
cost to the business of the total failure of o specific resource or function, See
fay Hotok essay on Disoster Recovery Planning in Introduction section of this
dictionary
Ipss budget. A loss budgetis the maximum amount ofsignal degradation
a wited or Wireless communications link con withstand before it becomes sus-
caplible to errors and/or signal loss. In a wired network scenario, the idea is
ip establish a “loss budget” by consulting your equipment vendors for recom-
mended wire types and maximum allowable lengths of cable before you build
the network. See attenuation, radio link budget.
less deviation. Denotes the variation of the actual loss from the designed
value.
loss of Cell Delineation. LCD. An ATM term. Cell Delineation is accom-
plished at the Transmission Convergence (TC) sublayer of the ATM Physical Layer
(PHY}, working in tight formation with the Physical Medium (PM) sublayer. It is
atthe TC sublayer that the responsibility is assumed for Physical Layer operations
thot are not medium independent. For example, it is at this sublayer that the
ATM cell switch interfaces with a SONET transmission system, Cell Delineation
is sponsible for defining the cell boundaries at the originating endpoint (e.g.
ATM cell switch or ATM workstation) in order that the receiving endpoint can
reassemble (i.e. identify and recover) all cells associated with a data payload
thothas been segmented(i.e. cut up into ATM cells). Cell Delineation is achieved
bythe receiving endpoint’s locking onto the 5-octet cell headers. A failure ir this
process is known as Loss of Cell Delineation (LCD).
loss of Frame. See LOF.
loss of Pointer. See LOF.

lossless compression. Image- and data-compression applications and algo-
rithms, such as Huffman Encoding, that reduce the numberof bits a file would
normally take up without losing any data. In this way, no information is fost or
altered in the compression and/or transmission process. Lossless compression
f parficulorly important for alphanumeric text files, as the integrity of the dota
isallerted dromotically if even one bit is lost. PKZip.and Windip are examples of
products that use: lossless compression techniques. See clso lossy compression.
lossy. 1. Describes a network link that loses packets becouse of an unreliable
Goto link layer or an imperfect physica! transport layer.

2, When you convert information from digital to analog or vice versa or
Compress, or change an image in some way - ¢.g. make it small for the web
~ You Inevitably lose some of the date. How importont that loss of information és
'0'you depends. on what you're going to-do with the information. |f you're simply
00g to viewthe image smoll on the Intemet, then it doesn’t matter that you
mode yous image “lossy.” If you want to print your photo poster size, the mare
lformation you don't lose, the better. Your picture will look better blown vp.

bed

Loschmidt number * love | 765

Different imaging formats - JPEG, GIF etc. - produce different results. An image
which looks good in JPEG might look less good in GIF. You can play around with
the concept of “lossy” with your digital camera. Put your camera on a tripod.
Toke o picture of a vase with some fruit ot the largest image size your camera
will produce. My camera’s largest size produces an image of 19 megabytes.
Now take photos of the same bow! of fruit and ask your camera fo produce the
smallest file. My camero’s smallest is around 650 kilobytes. Open both images
os large as you can on your computer and check out the differences. You'll find
plenty,
lossy compression. Compression techniques that result in the someloss of
data are known as lossy. While the data file is not completely accurate, once
compressed and decompressed, the savings in storage memory and transmis-
sion bandwidth/time ore considerable, Audio, video and image files offen are
compressed via a lossy technique, as the savings in storage and transmission
bandwidth ore so significant, while the level of loss is often notnoticeable, JPEG,
MPEG and Wavelet are all exomples of lossy compression techniques. See also
GIF. JPEG,lossless compression, lossy, MPEG, and Wavelet.
lossy link. A communications link whose packet loss rate exceeds a given
threshold.

LoST, See next generation 911.
lost call attempt. A call attempt that connot be further advancedtoits
destination due to an equipment shortageor foilure in the network.
lost calls cleared. Traffic engineering assumption used in Erlang C thatcalls
notsatistied on the first attempt are held (delayed) in the system until satisfied.
lost calls held. Traffic engineering assumption used in Poisson that calls
not satisfied on the first attempt are held in the phone system for a period not
exceeding the average holding timeofall calls.
lost wages. An endearing term for 0 town called Los Vegas whose claim to
fameis gambling. Hence the term “lost wages.”
lottery. A method, authorized by the Congress, designed to provide the FCC
with an alternative or option to comparative hearings for allocating spectrum
spaceto competing applicants in various services
loudspeaker. A device that takes an amplified electrical audio signal and con-
verts it into sound, It reverses the operction of a microphone, which, by contrast,
takes a sound and converts itinto an electrical cudiosignal. Sometimes multiple
loudspeakers are deployed to broadcast sounds throughout a facility, such as a
deportmentstore, office building, aircraft, or ship; or throughout a large open
area, such as a sports stadium, fair ground or military base. Such an arrangement
of loudspeakers sometimesis called o public address system. See 1MC, sound,
loudspeaker paging access.Interface to customer-provided paging equip-
ment,

love. 1. Zero scoresin tennis are called “love.” In France, where tennis first
became popular, @ big, round zero on scoreboard looked like an egg and wos
called “l’oeuf,” which is French for “egg”. Whentennis was introduced in the
US, Americans pronounced it “love,” | can continue further with bad yokes...

2. The problem with entrepreneurs is they're pigheaded and don’t listen.
This con be a good thing, since they are often right - like Steve Jobs,Bill Gates
or Warren Buffett. But most atten they're not. There are few geniuses. By not
listeningto their advisers, board members or investors, they risk alienating their
supporters and, worse. Same entrepreneurs would prefer to muddle on, raising
finy bits of money - enough to keep the door open, but not enough to crank up
marketing in o meaningful way. Some actually prefer to let their companydie,
thon acceptthe outside advice, Yes, I’ve run into this several times. Figuring
your entrepreneur's willingness to listen is key to your Due Diligence - before
you dump your harc-earned money into the operation

Which brings me to one offavorite quotes from Oscar Wilde:
Yet each mankills the thing he loves
By each let this be heard,
Somedoit with a bitter look,
Some with a flattering word,
The coward does it with a kiss,
The brave man with a sword!

See also sandbox.




