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Knit Fabric Structure

Knit fabric structures are formed through the process of
interlocking loops or forming loops with one or more yarns
in preceding and succeeding rows. Knit fabrics are produced
by hand or on a variety of knitting machines with one or
more needles of different types.
Variations of knit fabrics may be achieved by adding,
deleting or combining any one or more of the following:
o Content of fiber—natural, man-made, blend or com-
bination
Type of fiber—filament or staple
Size or denier of yarm—fine, lofted or bulked
Type of yarn—twisted, textured, novelty or specialty
Color of yam—one color or multicolored
Type and capability of knitting machines
Attachments used on knitting machines
Type and quality of needles
Size, thickness and length of needles
Formation of needles—inoperative or selectively
operative
Number and spacing of needle sets
Size of stitches
Formation and pattern of stitches
Number or threading of guide bars
Finishing processes applied to yarn and/or finished
goods

Any variation of the above will affect the appearance,
texture, performance expectation, weight, hand and drap-
ability qualities of the fabric.

e Naturally inherent elasticity and/or resiliency
Provides its own shape and drapability qualities
Moves easily with body movements

Stretch qualities not found in woven goods
Insulating properties in still air

Easy to care—requires little or no ironing

Snags and pulls easily

Poor crease retention because of loop formation
o Shrinks unless stabilized

Knit fabrics are classified and named with regard to the:
e Structure of fabric
@ Method or type of production or construction
e Type of machine used for its construction
o Number of guide bars on a machine
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