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~ finger. ■ [with·ad-.'Brbial of dilllCtlon) indicate a p;1rticulnr 
1t11d103irt'crio11, or reading. ■ [~ans.] direct r aim ( omcthing) nl 
tiPl!!• ne or some thing. ■ [wilh adverbial ol dltacilonJ focc or be turned 
onl~'IJ'licul3r dlrcclion. ■ [with adl'OtblalJ cite or put forw:ird n fac t 

,n,~.P-8110n as evi~n~e of something. ■ ~pol~t to) (of n si1unlion) 
~r sit~dance or !Ill rnd,c:111011 1ha1 (somcthmg) ,s likely to hnppon or 
11eo~• case. • [Ir.ms,] (of a dog) indlcotc the presence of (gmnc) by 
11" 1 e OS pointer. ■ [trans.] oh!elly Ballet extend (the toes or feet) by 
actlP.8 g the foot nntl nnklc sons to fonn n point. 2 [lmns.) give force 
tcrlS' 11 hllSi 10 (words or octions). 3 [11ans.) rm in or repair the 
Ill, "~'~r (btickwork, n brick structure-, or tiling) wilh smoothly fin­
fohl morrnr or cement. 4 [lrans. ) given sh.mp, rnpcred polm lo: /w 
jjb·~etl 111111 po/111011 his 11111,tar/r,:,_ 5 [trans.] insert poinls in (written 
O"~rew). ■ mark (Psalms) with signs for chnnling. 6 [inlrans.J Nautl­

poison 

Ue of O sniLing va,;sel) sail close 10 the wind. 
'~ beside the point im: lewnt . case In point 011 instmli:e 

c.(•l11PI• thnt illustrnlO!S wlmt is being discu t!d, In point of fact 
or F~c:r. make one's point put ncross a propo.sitlon clearly and 
see vlucinslY· make a point ol 111nkc a special nnd nQticcnblc effort 
oodo (n specilicd thing), off the point irrelevant. point Iha finger 
'10 nly accuse . omcone or nppor1ion blnmc. the point ol no re­f~ !he paint in njoumcy or enterprise n1 which ii becomes esscn­
U,tl or more procllcnl to continue to Lite cud insicnd of returning 10 
\~c point of dcpanure. point of sailing n sailboat's heading in rein• 
uon 10 1he wind. score points dclibcrntely mnke oneself appcnrsu-

·or 10:.omcone else by making clever remarks. take someone's 
~nl c111eny Brit. accept tho validity or someone's idea or nrgumcm. 

10 the point releV11nt. up to a point 10 some cxlcnt bul not com­
fe\cly. win on points Boxing win by scoring rnorepoims thnn one· 

~pponenL (ns awarded by the judges nnd/or the referee) ralhcr 1hon 
!>l_:l k11.ockouL 
li!Dll"-13!il4d=M point something out din:c1 someone's gaze or 
attention rownrd ome1hing, c. p. by cx1cndi11g one's li nger. ■ Im· 
porong velbl ny orncthing 10 make someone awnrc r n fnct or cfr­
cumstance. 

nt ________ Wont Hfsto 
tyl lddlc English: lht! noun panly from Old Fn:och prJilll. from Lf,tin 
purrc111111 , omc1hing thnt is pricked.' giving rise I tl1a • • 'imi1, 
nwk , poiltt in space or time': panl)· float Old Fronch f'()ill te, from 
Ldlfn p1111un 'pdclling,' giving ri~o t the ·en ·cs : hUIJI lip. 
promon1ocy: The vcr.b deriv~ portly (T,()m Old French p,i/11111r 
•sharpen.' but .some sense derive (r:om the 6ngl l;!l1 n ,un. 

point afoler touch•down ►n, nl\Vlh~r tcn11 for EXTRA POINT. 
point-blank ►adj . & adv. (of a shl)l. bullel, or oth r missile) fi red from 

very close 10 ils tn.rget. ■ [a.~ adj.] (of 1he range of n ~hot. bullet, or 
other missile) so close o to allow no JlO!' ibilily of missing. ■ (of a 
statement or qu estion) blunt and direct; without explanation or qual­
ification. 

point d'ap•pul /,pwo:N dll'pwe/ •n. (pl. points d 'eppul pronunc. 
SlllllC) n i up))On or pro11, o stmtegic point. 

polnte lpoin1; pwreNt/ •n. (pl. or pronunc. snmc) Bailor the tips of the 
roes. ■ (nl~o polnto work) dance perfonned on the tips of the toes. 
~ on (or en) polnte /iiN; an; on/ on the lips of the toes. 

poinl•ed /'pointid/ ► adj. 1 having a sharpened or tapered tip or end : 
his face tapers to a pointed chin. 2 (of a remark or look) express­
ing criticism in a direct and unambiguous way: poin ted comments. 
- point•ed•ly adv. (in sense 2).; polnt•ed•ness n. 

point•ed arch ►n . an arch with a pointed crown. 
poin•telle /poin'tel/ (also trademark Pointelle) ► n. a type of 

knitwear or woolen fabri c with small eyelet hol es !hat create a lacy 
effect. 

Pointe•Noire /pwreNt 'nwiir/ a city in the Republic of Congo; pop. 
576,000, 

polnt•er /'pointor/ ► n. 1 a long thin piece of metal on a scale or dial 
that moves 10 indicate a figu re or po illon. ■ a rod used for pointing 
to fea1ures on n map or chnrt. ■ n hint as to what might happen in the 
future: 1h~fig11rr..s were11poi11/orto gradual aco110111ic recor•ery. ■ a 
smnll piece of advice; a tip: here are some poi11/ers 011 how to go 
abow lhe 1<1sk. ■ Compuling another lerm for CURSOR. ■ Compuling a 
vanable whose value is the address of another variable; a link. 2 a 
dog of a breed that on scenting game stands rigid looking toward it. 

English pointer 

PoJnt'8rs /'poinun/(the Polnters) Asuonomy (in the nonhem hem­
:.Phcre/ two Slllrs of the Big Dippc.r in Urso Major. through which a 
Inc )lOmlS 11co.rly to Polruis. ■ (in the southern hcmispbcrc) two 

f'- tars i n the Southern Cross, through which a line poi nts nca1·ly to the 
south celestial pole. 

point guard ►n . Basketball the backcourt player who clirecls the 
team' s offense. 

pofn•tll•lfsm /'pwreNtC,yizam; 'poind, iz;im/ ► n . a technique of 
nco-hnprcssionist Jm.inting using tiny dou.. which become blended 
i.n the viewer's eye. - poln•til•list /,pwa:Nt~•yest; 'pointl-ist/ n. & 
adj.; poln•tll•llst•lc l,pwreNte'yistik; ,pointl' istik/ adj. 

polnt•lng l'pointiNG/ ► n. ccme111 or monar used to ti ll the joints of 
brickwork. esp. when added cxtemnlly to a wnll to improve its ap­
pearance and weatherproofin g. ■ the process of adding such cement 
or mortar. 

point lace ► n. lace made with a needle on a parchment pattern. 
point•less /'pointlis/ ► adj. 1 having little or no sense, use, or pur­

pose. 2 (of a con test or competitor) without a point scored. 
~point•less•ly adv.; point•less•ness n. 

point man ► n. the soldier at the head of a patrol . ■ (esp. in a polit ical 
context) a person at the forefront of an activity or endeavor. 

point mu•ta•tion ► n. Genetics a mutation affecting on ly one or very 
few nucleot ides in a gene sequence. 

point of de•par•ture ►II. the starting poi nt of a li ne of th ought or 
course of action; an initial assumption, 

point of hon•or ► n . an action or ci rcu mstance that affects one's rep· 
utation or conscience. 

point of or•der ► n. a quc,·y in a formal debate or meeting as to 
whether correct procedure is being foll owed. 

point of sale (abbr.: POS) ► n. the place at which goods ate ,·etai led: 
refunds will be pmvitletl at the poim of.ml~. 

point of view ►o. a part icular auit udc or wuy of consideri ng a mat­
ter: c/1a11ge his 11oi111 of view. ■ (in fictinnal writing) the narrator 's 
position in relation lo the story being told. ■ the position from 
which something or someone is observed. 

point source ► II. Physics a sonrce of energy, such as light or souncl, 
that cnn be regarded llS having ncglfgiblc dimensions. 

point spread ►n. 1 a forecas1 of 1he number of points by winch a 
su·ongcr team i expected 10 defeat n weaker one. used for bett.ing 
purposes. 2 Physics &. Pnyslology 1hc sprcnd of energy from u poi nt 
source, esp. wi th respect 10 llgh1 coming into an op1icnl inslrnmcnt 
or eye. 

point sys•tem ► n . a system for distri buting or allocating resources 
or for ranking or evaluating cnndidates or claimants on the basis of 
point$, 

point-to-point ► n . (pl. point-to-points) an amateur steeplechase for 
horses used in hunting. ► adj . (o f a route or journey) from one place 
to the next without stopping or changing; direct. ■ (of a telecom­
munications or computer link) directly fro m the scnde1· to th e re­
ceiver. - point-to-point•er n.; point-to-point•ing n. 

point•y /'pointe/ ► adj . (pointier, pointiest) informal havi ng a pointed 
tip or end: a pointy goatee. 

point•y-head•ed ► adj. informal, chiefly derogatory intell ectual; ex pert: 
so111e poinly-headed college professo,: 

poise ' /poiz/ ►n, 1 gracefu l and elcgunt bcnring Inn person. ■ com­
posu re and dignity of manner. 2 archaic bnlnnce; equil ibrium. ► V. 
be or cause lo bo balanced or su. pended . ■ (be poised) (of a per­
son or organization) be ready lo do something: [with inlinilive] poised 
to res11111e. 

Word History 
Lare Micldle English (in the s~nsc·weight' J: from Old F,ench 1>ni.< 
(noun). pe.ser (verb). from an al1crntion of (.acin /N!11sm11 ' weight.· 
from the verb /Jene/en' ·weigh." From thi: c-n rly "ensc:-i of 'weight· 
and ·mea~ure of weigh1' arose the norion of •equal weight. bal­
ance.' leading 10 rlw l.~x le nded ::::ens.es 'cornpostire' ancJ ·elegant de· 
pnrtment .' 

polsei ► n. Physk!s fi unit of dynnmic viscosity, such thlll a tangential 
force of one dyne -per square ccn1i111etcr causes a velocity change 
one centimeter pc.r second between two pamllel planes s-,parated by 
one cenlimeter in a liquid, 

poised /poizd/ ► adj . having a self-assured manne,·. ■ having a grace­
ful and clegnnt bearing. 

poi•sha /poisH:,/ ► n . (pl. same) a monetary unit of Bangladesh, 
cqunl 10 one hundredth of 11 taka. 

pol•son /'poi~n/ ►n. snbM:mcc 1hot. when introduced Into or ab­
sorbed by living orga.ni~m. cuuSi:.~ death or injury. esp. one thnt 
kills by mpid action. ■ Chemlsl/y sub 1a,1cc Iha! reduces the netiv­
iLy of a cn1aly~1. ■ Physics nn adtll1ivc 1)r impurity in a nuclear rc:1c-
1or thot ·low; rcnclion by nbsorhing neutrons. ■ n person, idcn, 
action, or situation that is considered to have a dest ructive or cor­
rupling effect or influence. ► V. [!rans.] administer poison to (a per­
son or animal), either deli beralely or acc idenlall y. ■ adulterate or 
contaminale (food or drink) with poi son. ■ lu su. as adj .] (poi• 
soned) treat (a weapon or miss ile) wilh poison in order to au gment 
its lethal effect, ■ (of a dangerous substance) kill or cause lo be­
come very ill. ■ contaminate or poJJu tc (an area, t.he air, or water). 
■ figuralive prove harmful or destructive to. ■ Cheir.isily (of a sub-

See page xiii for the Key to the pronunciations 
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