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896 poi • poised 

pol \ 1p/)J\ "• pl pol ()r pois [MawnHnn & Samoan] (1782) : a Hawaiian 
fa(Jd of ln.ro root cooked, poundc.ri , and kneaded to a paste and often 
llowetl to fcn11c.n1 

-pol,csls" com/1/or,n, p/ -pole~ I L. fr. Gk poi~,,lscrc,,1lion - more nl 
fOBSYI : production : rommtion <hem. topo/e.,I.•> 

-pofolic at(J camb/orm (Gk 1mli!tlkoscrcallve, fr. poiii1ts nHtkcr - more 
nt 1•06T] : productive : (ormnClvc ( hcn"ll<wof!!l'lc) 

pol,gnnnce \ 'pl>i-ny;,n 1)• 1omcll111es 'pol(g)-ngn(1)s\ 11 (1769) : t•o1-
0NM'ICY 

POl•gn1m,cy \ ' p6i-ny~11(1)-~.c son,ati11u:s 'p6i(g)-n~u(t)•sii\ 11, pl -d es 
(1730) 1 : the qunllty or sm1e or being pi,lgn. nt 2 : :111 im,lnnce of t)Oi­
gnanc:y 

pol,&mmt \ 'poi-ny~ 11Lto111,ttlm~• 'p61(g)-nonl\D<ll IMEpol1101111t, fr. MF 
poigm1111, prp. of poitrdre 10 prlck, sting, fr. t p,mgerc. - more . I 
PONoi:.m] (14c) 1 : 11ungonlly l)Crvasl,•e ( . ~ perfu111c) 2 o (I) 
: pa1lnfully aJfC<iling the feelings : PJBltcrNo (2) : deeply affcctin11 
: TOUCHINO b : dcslsnc<I 10 mnkc "" impresoion : CUlTlNO <~ sa t­
ire) 3 u : plca.sumbly slimu lallng b : being 10 the point : PT syn 
sec ~VNOBNT. MOVING - poi,gnant,ly nd,• 

pot,ki,lo,tb mt \poi-' ke- l<>•ifh3rm, · ' kf-\ 11 [Ok po/kilos varkg.nt.cd I V 
•lh,rm - more at l'NNT) \1920): M 9q:nnis111 (as n froJI) with •••ri­
able body tempcmtutc that is usu. s!Jghlly higher than the tornperalu,:o 
of its environment , • cold•blooded organism - pol,ld,lo,thcr•ntk 
\ ,poi-k:,.Jo-' th•r-rnik\ n,Q 

po1,Ju \pw, 1-'yO, pwi\•'lu; 'pwiit-,yfr, 'pw 1-,Hl ; t>Wii-lm\ 11 [P, fr. poi/11 
b(1lry, fr. l\ff, fr. poll hnlr. fr. Lpilusl (1914) : u French sotdler, e,,p:. 
front-line oldle.r in W,;,rld W,u I 

poin,ci ,11no \p61n(l)-sc•'n-no ,P w) o t)· \ 11 [NL, fr. D<: Pou,d, 17111 
cent. governor of p:1.rt of the 'Pre,nch \V • ·1 lndles] {17 l): nny of sevcrnl 
ornamental lroplcnt lcsuminous- trees or shrubs (Kcnern Cnc.talpinln 
,md Delouix) Connerly placed in their own genus (Poillda110) - com• 
i,nrc ROYAL POINCIANA 

poln,sel,tl11 \poin-' e-tf.•. +p6int-. ~-•se•t•\ 11 [NL, (r. Joel R. l'olns~II 
t 1851 Am. diplonm1] (1836) : any of several spurges (genus E11phorbla) 
wl1h Oowcr clu 1er,; 5ub1cnded by 8howy hwolucr:tl hrncts; "-'1' : n 
howy •fc.,ican and Central Arncricnn pl, nl (E. pulch•n-lmn) with ta­

poring u,.-u. scarlcl brncls thol suggest petllls and surround$maU yellow 
nowcrs 

'point \ ' pulnl\ 11 (M 6, partly rr. OF,fUI\ lure, smnll SflOl, point in time 
or spnce, fr. L pmrclum, fr. neu t. o puncht,f, pp. of mmgcre to prick; 
partly fr. OP po/m e shnrp end , fr. (osnnned) VL p1111clll, rr. L, fem. of 
p1me111s, 11l'· - rn re al ru o , Tl (Ile) I n I) : nn individual dctnll 
: JTl!M (2) : n disti nguishing dctnll (1act I~ one or her trong ~-•> b 
: the most ln1portnn1 c~cnlial in R discussion or mnl!or (mis!<td the 
whole~of the joke) c: CQOl!N v 2ob.•: physicnl condlr.ion 3: no 
end or Objoc( lo be nc:hiC\'Cd : PURPOSE (did not see whnl ~ there w 
in continuing the dlscus~ion) 4 11 (I) : a geometric clcrnen1 or whtch it 
is poslulntcd 1t,nt nt l,cMt two exist and lhnl two uf/lco lo determine a. 
line (2): age mclrlc elcm~nt determined by an o rden.·d ~I of coordl­
n111es b (I) : a narrowly loc.,llzcd pince hnvlng • pr.eclsely lndicatad 
po~illon (walked ton~ SO yards north or the building) (2) : n partic­
ular pince : LOC,'1'..m' (hnvc come from dl$1a111 ~~> c (1) : nn cxncl 
moment (al I his~ I W11s intermptod) (2): n Hmo lnlcrval lrnrnedlatc­
ly before somolhli:lg lndlc.:ttcd : v R.O (al the~ of death) d (I) : a 
pnrlicu lnr lep. stage, or degree In dcvclopmcnl (had reached the ~ 
where nothing cc med 10 mnllor anymore) (2) : n de.fini te p<>sil ion in 
a sc.i.lc S n : the 1crmln1tl usu. sharp or narrowly rounded pnrt <>f 
~omelhing : TIP b : • wcnpon or tool having s uch n pnrt nnd used !or 
stnbbins or p!crcin11: as (1): ARROWH AD (2) : SP ARl:li;,\D c (l) 
: the eont:t.:1 or dischar11c extremity of 1111 electric clc\'ICC (:1s a spark 
plug or dls!tlbutor) (2) cld,:fly Brit: •n electric ouflct 6 n : a project• 
ins usu. !nperlng piece of J1md or a barp prnmfncncc b ( I): the li p or 
[t projcc1!ng body pnrl (2) : TIN 2 (3) pl : 1he extremities or murk• 
ing_, of the extremities of on anlmnl CSfl . when or a <:nlor differing from 
tht: n::s t of lhc body c ( l) : n railroad switch (2) : thi, lip of the nngjc 
bctw1:en two m ils in a rai lroad frog d : 1hc hemJ of the b,;,w or n 
3lriOJ1cd iru;trumcnl 7 : a ·horl musicnl r,h('aSc; C'/P : "phrase In ton­
trnpuotal music 8 u : n vory , m, U mark. b (1 : l'UNCTV,\TION M,\l\K; 
,:sp : r IUOO (2) : DE "IM;\L l'OlNT 9 : a 111cc for lying P•rtS or R g:,r­
ment logethcr used esp. In the 16th and 171h cenlurles 10 : one of usu. 
l I divisions of o hernldlc , hie.Id lhnt clo1ennlnc., lhc J)O.Silion of ii c harge 
II o , one or the 32 C<)_uldistant spots or n comJ;ns.s cnrd b : the differ­
ence or 11 ¼ degree btt1,•ecn 1wo ucl, ·uccesslve pOln1s IZ : a small 
dctn0hmc.n1 ahead of an advance guord nr behind n "'' r &unrd 13 n 
: Nl<ln>LEPOtNT 'l b : Ince ffill(lc with bobbin 14 : one or 12 spaces 
mnrkcd off on each side of n bnckgernrno ,, board 15 : :, unit of n1e~­
suremcnt: ns "(I) : n unit or coun ling ln the scoring or a grune or con­
test (2): . unit used In cvnluntlng the trcngl h of a bridge hund b: a 
unit or " , dcmic crodil c (l : a unit used in quoting prices (ns of 
stock,;, bond . \lld coinmo Olic,1) (2) pl:~ pcrco11lago of the face value 
or a lom, often nddod a:, a plnccment rec >r SQrvloc charge (3) : n per• 
ccntagc of tho prollt of" busincs. venture (n.< o mnlion-piclure pro­
duotion d : n unit of abou t ½, Inell usad C$p, 10 mo. ure the 517-<> of 
type 16 : the actlo,i ar poin ting: 35 n : tho rigidly lnlenl allhudc oft, 
hun1ing dog m irking gnmo for" gunner b : the , cllon In dancing or 
cxlonding one leg and nrchlng !he foot so that only Uic, Up, nr the toes 
iouch lhe Oo<ir 17 : n poslllon of I\ player in vnrlous gnmcs (<L~ 13-
crosse); n,lso : the ph,yer or such n po,;ilion 18 : a number u,rown on 
IJ1e fi rst roll or the dice in craps which tho pl. ycr u1temp1s lo repeat be• 
fore throwing~ seven - cnmp:u-e Ml$SOUT, r S£ 13 19: credit accru­
ing from c;rcnting n good imp=ston (scored --.,.s for hard work) - be­
s ide the point : JRREL!lVAN - in point of : wll h regard to ; in lhc 
nrnller of (/u po/111 of law) (i11 po/111 of fact) - lo tbe point : RBLB· 
V,\NT, PBRTINllNT (a suggestion lhal Wfl5 /(I the poi/I/) 

' point w (14c) l n : to fumish wllh n point : SHAltPBN (~lug a pencil 
wlth II kolfo) b : to ~Ive added force, emphasis or piqunncy 10 (~ up 
a rc.rnnrk) ·2 : lo scrntch out the old mortar lrom tho Joint,, of (as a 
brick wnll) nnd rm 111 with new ma,lcrbl 3 n (l): 10 mark the p:m~es or 
grn.mmntlcal d ivisions In : PUNCTVAl"E (2) : lo scpura1c (n. decimal 
frnclion) from an integer by a. decimal point - 11 ,511. u.:scd with off b 
: to murk(, s Hebrew words) w\lh dlRcrilic,; (, v,;,wcl poinls) 4 n (I) 
: to lndlcale the position or direction of esp. by cx1ending a (Inger<~ 
the wny home) (2) : lo direct son,eonc',s nllcnllon to (~ the way to 
now knowledge - .Ellznbeth !fall) - u_su. used with 0 111 or 1q1 <~ ou t o 

ml!lukc) <~s up lhc difference) b b/ 11 /11,n(/1111 tlog : 10 Indicate the 
presoncc nnd pince of (tnn1e) by a point S" : to cnuse to be Cumed In 
, pnrticulnr dircclion <~ a gu n) (-ed the boat up trcrun} b : 10 c, • 
lend ( leg) and nroh (lhe roo1) In execu ting" polni in danclns ~ •I I 
a : to Indicate 1he foci or prob ,bU11y of something spcclrled (every­
lhing ~•· (0 • brigh t fu111rc) h : lo indicate I.he posili no r diroel)on of 
so mething esp. by exlca<ll ng u fin11cr (~ nl 1he mnp) e : to di reel n1-
1eu1io11 (<..in ~ with pride I their own lrndlllons) d : to 1>oint game 
(a dog 1tm1 ~.v well} 2 n : to llo cx tcnd<d. ,,lmcd, or turned In n flM• 
tlcular direction (a directional 11rrow lhnl ~IUI to the north) b : lo 
execute • point in d nclng 3 Q/ a sh/p : 10 Sl\11 close 10 the wind 4 : to 
t<nln for n purticular onlCSI 

poiot- lllnnk \'poinl· ' blnok\nt(J (1591) 1 n: rnnrkcd by no apprcclnbtc 
drop below initial horizontal line of nli;bl b : S<) close to " 111rgc1 1hn1 :1 
missllc fl""d wrli 1ravc.l In n ·trnlglll lln to the mork 2 : DUlRCT, 
BLUJ:,'T (a~ refllsnl) - point-blunk adv 

point coWll 11 (1950): t1 method of cvnluntins the strength of n hond 111 
bridge by counting poinfs for e11ch high anrd nnd u.su. ror loug r short 
ults: also : 1he v lue of• hnnd so·evnluatcd 

point d 'ap,pul \ ,fwn"(n)-da-'pwc\ 11, v i point" d nppul \some\ [F, III. , 
point ,;,r support (IS 19): FOUND,~TION, DASll 

l)Oint-de,vice \ ,p61nt-dl-'vis\ n,t/ [ME ut pOllll dcvfs nt n riKed poin1J 
( 1S26) archaic : mnrked by punctilious nttention to dctn!l : M 1cu­
Lous - point-device ndo, nrclmic 

polnte \'11wn"(11)t\ 11 IF point~ (d11 pliu/), lll .. tiptoe I ( l846) : n ballet posl-
11011 in which the body I~ balanced on !he cJ<lternc tip or thc• loc 

'point,cd \'poln•t<l<I\ adj ( 14c) I n: havi ng a point b : being an nrch 
wilh a pointod crown; nl 'o ; marked by lhe use of n pointed nrch <~ 
architecture) 2, n : being In the 1;,olnl : PBllTtNIINT b : aimed at a pa,. 
ticular person or group 3 : CONSPICUOUS, MARKED<~ 1ndlrrcrcocc) 
- polot,ed,ly adv - polnt,cd•n 11 

2poinleil ar(I Lshorl for oppoi111tul] (l 523) obs : se-r, FIXED 
poln,tcllc \,poin-' tcl\ 11 [perh. fr. 'po/111 + -ellc (as in dbtlt<1/le lace)] 
(1953): n openwork design (ns in J..,iilled fabric) typically in the slrnpe 
or chevrons: ru.w : . fobrlc wilh I his desi(!n 

point,er \ 'p6in-t~r\ 11 (1574) I npl, c.np , the two t11rs in the Big Dipper 
" line through which 1)1:1inls lo the North S1:1r b : ono thnl poin ts out; 
i!Sp : a roll used I direct auenllon : n comput.er mcmqry address 
that con111lns another addre (a ot ucsircd data) "2 : :i t:irgc trong 
s lcndc,• smooth-haired gundog thnl hunts by scent and Indicates the 
pre,,encc: of 1111n .• by polnl[ng 3 : one that furnish<;• wllh points 4 : n 
uscfu I :mggcstlnn r him , TIP 

point cylimlllo 11 (1966) : the singlo value n lgned to n pnrnmutcr n 
point t:$limiltlon 

poinl c1,timulion 11 (1962) : tln1n1ion In which n .si ngle value is. 11~­
slgncd to n parnmc1er 

polo! &uard" (1970) : a gun rcl i11 basketbnll who is chlo ny responsible 
for running the offense 

polo•til,lillm \ 'pwa•(n)-1!•,Yi•zorn. 'ri>in•t' l-, i,z.,111\ 11. oftm, cav IF po/11-
111/isma, rr. vo/111111,:r 10 stipple. fr. po/111 spot - more nt fOJ'NT) (1901) 
: the theory or practice In art or applying ,mall strokes or dot of color 
10 n surface so lhal from u di$1:1ncc lhcy blend together - poin,tiJ.list 
\ ,pwn°(n)•lc•'y6st, 'p<'>in-1'1-ist\" 

polo,111,ll<•tlc ~.pwa•(n),1t -'yi$-lik, ,p<'>in-t•l•' is-\ also poin•lil•IJst 
\,pwa•(n)•te-' yf.st, 'p6i1t-t•l-isl\ od} ( 1922) I : co1111,osed of rn3ny dis• 
crctc deta il$ or pnrts 2: or, rcl~tfna to, or characteristic of polntllllm, 
or pointillists 

point Ince 11 (1672) : Nl!EDI.BPOINT l 
point-le<s \ 'point-las\ ar(I (1582) J , devoid of mcnnins : s:eNSl!LESS (a ~ n:nmrk) 2 ; devoid of cffea1iv0ocss, FLAT<~ 1tllcrnpt to be £1111-
ny) - poinUc ,ly nd,• - polnt,lcss,nc.si. 11 

polnl rnon 11 (1903) : n soldier who goes nhcad or a patrol; brand/>': one 
who is In lhe forefront (: • on n poli\icnl i~ue) 

point m11lntion 11 (1925): mutation due to lnlrnmolccul.tr gene rcor11a­
nlzntlon (, by subst itution, nd<iilion, or dclclion of a nuclcnlldc) 

p.oiol of nccum11lntion (1929): LIMIT POINT 
point of dcp11rlurc (1857): n.s1arting point esp. Inn di cu~ion 
point of honor (1612): !\ maner criou ly ,frccling one's honor 
point of Inflection (1743) : l;-.JPLEC'rJON POINT 
pnlnl of no return 1941) I : the point in the digh l of an nircraft be· 
yond which the remoining fuel \\illl be i11rumclcn1 for" return to 1hc 
sl rting point with the rcso lt lhnl lhe cr11r1 mu t proceed 2 : n crilical 
poin( nt which turning back or n:vcrsal Is not po siblc 

polo I of view ( 17'20): posllion fron\ whlch somclhlng is considered or 
CVltlUnted : ANDPOI 

point set topoloi,p< ,r ( 1957) ; " brnnch of I pology conccrn•d with lhc 
propcrtlc. nnd theory of tni;,ologlcnl mnccs <Uld metric spaces devol· 
oped whh cmphnsis on sol theory 

point source n 0903) : a source f mdiation (as light) Jhot I concun-
trntecl at• p<)lnl 1111d considered ,s hnvin11,11o~pnlinl extension 

polnt-to-polol 11 ( 1898) : n cro~•coun1ry $leef11cc.h, sc 
pololy \ 'pl>ln-te\ m(I polot,l•er; -csl J644) I : coming to a mlhcr 
sharp point 2: hllving parts that .stick out sharply here and there 

pointy-bend \ ' ()6in-te-,hcd\" (1!168) I/SIi dfa11nraJ{/11g : (;','TJlLI.BCTUAL 
- pointy-bcnil,cd \-,hc-d:,<i\ n,tj 

'polso \ ' p<'>lz\ 11 IM6POJ,,,.e weight, heavlnes~, fr. MF pois, fr. Lpensum, 
fr. neut. or p1ms11s, pp, or p,udere. 10 weigh - more at l'l!NOANT] (155S) 
I : n stably bulnnccd srnle : SQVlLUIRIUM (n ~ between widely dtver­
gon l lmpubcs - •, R. Leavis) 2 n : easy self-possessed nssumnce ol 
manner : gn,cious tact in <:oping or handli~; al:to : the plc11Snnlly 1mn­
qurl Intern lion between per.sons or poise ( 110 angry outbor:1ts ninrrecl 
the~ of lhc mcoling) b : :, parllc ula r way of c:nrrylng on=Jr: OIJ,\R· 
INO, ARlllAOB s.)'11 see TACT 

'.polllc vb pollloo; pols,lng (ME, to weigh, ponder, fr. MF pois•, stem nf 
peser, fr. L pa11s(1re - more at l•nNStVH] 1)( (1598) l a : IMLANC5; esp 
: to ho ld o r t.'ll rry In tquillbrinm (cnrricd n water Jnr pofsad on her 
head) b , 10 hold supported or ~uspendcd wi1hou1 motion in a stc:idy 
position (poised her fork and gnve hor auo t a knowing look -Louis 
Oromfleld) 2 , to hold or carry (the hcnd) In a pnrticu lnr wuy 3 : tp 
pul into (Cadiness : ORACB ~ vi 1 : to become drawn up Into ccnd,­
nc.'18 2 : HOVEii. 

' poise \'pwiii\ 11 IF, fr. J,:.an Louis Ma,·lc Poisc.11ll/e t l869 Fr. physicla.n 
nnd nna1ornls tJ 1913) : n c,,n1imcter-sr•m-kcond unit of .viscoslty 
equnl to lite viscosity or a Ould that would n,qulre a shcnrlng [orce: of 

Top Glory Ex. 1052 
Top Glory v. Cole Haan 
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