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ies : an actor who is prepared to take over
another actor’s part if necessary

un-derstake \,an-dar-'tak\ vb un-der-took
\-'tuk\; un-der-tak-en \-'ta-kan\: un-der-tak-ing
1 : to plan or try to accomplish {They undertook
a trip around the world.> 2 : to take on as a
responsibility : AGREE {l undertake to deliver
your package.)

un-.der-tak-er \'sn-dor-jta-kar\ n a person
whose business is to prepare the dead for burial
and to take charge of funerals

un-der-tak.ing \'sn-dar-,ta-kip\ # : an important
or difficult task or project {Creating a mural is
a big undertaking.)

un<derstone \'an-dor-,ton\ » 1 : a low or quiet
voice {(They spoke in undertones.> 2 : a partly
hidden feeling or meaning {There was an under-
tone of anger in the answer.)

un<derstow \'an-dor-,td\ » : a current beneath
the surface of the water that moves away from
or along the shore while the surface water above
it moves toward the shore

undertow: a diagram showing
the direction of an undertow

un-der-val-ue \,an-dar-'val-yii\ vd un-der-val-
ued; un-der-valuiing : to value below the real
worth

'uneder-waster \'an-dar-'wo-tar, -'wa-\ adj : lying,
growing, worn, performed, or operating below
the surface of the water {an undenvater cave)
{underwater somersaults)

2un<der-waster \,on-dor-'wo-tor, -'wi-\ adv
: under the surface of the water <I like to swim
underwater.)

un-der-wear \'sn-dor-,wer\ n : clothing worn
next to the skin and under other clothing
un-dersweight \,an-dor-'wat\ adj : weighing less
than what is normal, average, or necessary
underwent past of UNDERGO
un<der-world \'an-dar-,warld\ »
crime

un<dessireable \,on-di-'zi-ra-bal\ adj : having
qualities that are not pleasing or wanted <{an
undesirable effect)

unsde-vel-oped \,an-di-'ve-lapt\ adi 1 : not
used for farming or building on <{undeveloped
land) 2 : having few large industries and a sim-
ple economic system {an undeveloped country)
3 : not fully grown or matured

: the world of

\o\abut \\kitten \or\further \a\mat

\a\take \d\cot

un-digeni-fied \,on-'dig-na-,fid\ adj : lacking
proper seriousness or self-control in behavior or
appearance : not showing dignity <{undignified
conduct)

un-dis.coveered \,an-di-'skav-ard\ adj : not dis-
covered <{an undiscovered island)

unedis«puteed \,an-di-'spyiit-ad\ adj : not disput-
ed : UNQUESTIONABLE {the undisputed leader)

un«dis-turbed \,an-di-'starbd\ adj 1 not
moved, interrupted, or interfered with <an
undisturbed sleep) {undisturbed snow) 2 : not
upset {(She was undisturbed by the change.)

unedi-videed \,an-da-'vi-dad\ adj : complete or
total <I want your undivided attention.)

un<do \,an-'di\ v un.did \-'did\; un-done
\-'dan\; un-do-ing \-'dii-in\; un-does \-'daz\ 1
: UNTIE 2, UNFASTEN {Can you undo this knot?)
2 : to cancel the effect of : REVERSE (The dam-
age cannot be undone.> 3 : to cause the ruin or
failure of (He was undone by greed.)
un-.do-ing \,an-'dii-ip\ # : a cause of ruin or fail-
ure {My quick temper was my wndoing.)
un-done \,an-'dan\ adj : not done or finished
un-doubt-ed \,an-'dau-tad\ adj : definitely true
or existing : not doubted <{wundoubted proof of
guilt)

un-doubt-ed-ly \,an-'dau-tad-1é\ adv : without
doubt : SURELY {She's undoubtedly the school's
best athlete.)

un«dress \,an-'dres\ vb un-dressed; un-dress-
ing : to remove the clothes or covering of
unedu-late \'an-js-,lat, -da-, -dya-\ v& un-du-lat-
ed: un-du-latsing : to move in or as if in a wavy
or flowing way {(The curtains were streamers,
undulating from the breeze ... —Gail Carson
Levine, Ella Enchanted)

\dr\car
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word root

The Latin word unda, mean-
ing “wave,” gives us the root
und. Words from the Latin
unda have something to do
with waves. To undulate is to
move up and down like a
wave. To inundate is to cover
with a flood of waves. To sur-
round, or encircle on all sides,
is to enclose as if by waves. To
abound is to be plentiful, like
waves in the ocean.

unedy-ing \,on-'di-in\ adj lasting forever
: IMMORTAL {undying devotion)

un-earth \,an-'arth\ vb un-earthed; un-earth-ing
1 : to bring up from underground : dig up
(Pirates unearthed the buried treasure.> 2 :to
bring to light : UNCOVER {Reporters unearthed a
scandal.)

\er\fair \é\easy \g\go \i\tip

\au\out \e\pet
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insects that hatches from an egg 2 : an early
form of any animal (as a frog) that at birth or
hatching is very different from its parents

word history

larva

To biglogists in the 1700s, the adult was the only
genuine form of an insect. The slages that come
between the egg and the adult in many insects’
lives were considered somehow unreal, or at best
disguises. These stages were named with the
Latin words pupa, “doll” and larva, which in the
Latin of the ancient Romans was a sort of ghostly
demon or a mask representing a demon. Although
1o modern biologists larvae such as caterpiilars
are as real as adults, the traditional terms larva
and pupa remain with us.

larsyn.gistis \Jer-an-"ji-tas\ # : swelling and wm-
tation of the larynx in which the voice becomes
hoarse or weak and the throat sore

larsynx \"ler-inks\ #, pi la-ryn-ges \l>-'rin-jez\ ar
larynx-es : the upper part of the trachea that
contains the vocal cords

larynx

la-sa-gna \la>-*zan-ya\ » : layers of broad flat
noodles baked with a sauce usually of tomatoes.
cheese, and meat or vegetables

larser \'la-zar\ 7 : a device that produces a very
powerful beam of light

laser printer » : a printer for computer output
that produces high-quality images formed by a
laser

*lash \'lash\ vb lashed. lash-ing 1 : 10 hit with a
whip (The rider lashed lus horse.> 2 : to move
forcefully from side to side (The ammal lashed
his tail about.> 3 : to hit with force {Rain lashed
the windows.> 4 :1to make a sudden and angry
attack against (He lashed out at his critics. )

*lash n 1 : a blow with a whip or switch (The
pirate received 20 lashes.> 2 : the fexible part
of awhip 3:EVELASH
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laryngitis * late

*lash vb lashed: lashing : 1o tic or tic down with
a rope or chain ¢The first thing Timothy did was
10 lash our water keg high on a palm trunk
—Theodore Taylor, The Cay>

lash-ing \'la-shig\ n : something used for tying.
wrapping. or fastening
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lass \"las\ 7 : GIRL 1
lass-ie \'"la-sé\ n : a young air]

'las-s0 \'la-sd, la-'si\ vb las-soed: las-so-ing : 10
catch with a rope having a slipknot {Cowboys
lassoed a calf.>

*lasso n, pl lassos ar lassoes : a rope with a slip-
knot that is used for catching animals

‘last \"last\ vb lasted: lasting 1: 1o go on {The
game lasted two hours.> 2 : 10 stay in good con-
dition (These sneakers won't last.> 3 : to be
enough for the needs of (We have food to last
the week.> 4 : to be able to continue in a par-
ticular condition (Are you too hungry to fasr till
lunch?>

*last adv 1 : after any others in time or order
<She spoke last.> 2 : most recently (They were
last seen here.

’last adi 1 : followng all the rest : FINaL <T was
the last one out.) 2 : most recent (last week)
3 : lowest in rank or position <Our team was last
in the leaguc.> 4 : most unlikely <You're the
last person | thought I'd see.>

information.

LAST and FINAL mean following
all the others. LAST is used for something at the
end of a series but it does not always mean that
the series is complete or permanently ended. <1
spent my last dollar on a ticket.) FINAL is used
for something that positively closes a series and
forever settles the matter. <(This is the final
game of the championship.>

“last n : a person or thing that is last (That order
was my last.> — at last ar at long last : after a
long period of time : FINALLY {We're finished af
last'y

lastiing \'las-tip\ adj : continuing for a long
while (a lasning impression

last-ly \"last-1é\ adv : at the end <Lasty. | would
like to thank you all.>

‘latch \'lach\ » : a movable piece that holds a
door, gate, or window closed

*latch vb latched latch-ing : to close or fasten
with a latch

‘late \"lat\ ad/ lat-er; latest 1 :coming or occur-
nng after the usual or proper tme <a late
spring> 2 : coming or occurming toward the end
(He married in his late twenties.> 3 : having
died or recently left a certain position <the late
president) 4 : RECENT 2 <a late discovery)
late-ness n (Do you realize the lateness of the
hour?)

*late adv later. latest 1 : after the usual or
proper ime (We arrived late.> 2 : near the end
of something (We'll see you lare next week.> —

iinear \illle \p\sing \O\bone \o\saw \oi\coln \Gridoor \thithin \ibiths \G\lood \éifoot \ur\iour \zh\visk
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