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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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APPLICATION NO. 

17/867,553 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 

P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. 

12-Nov-2024 11964175 

ELECTRONIC CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION NOTIFICATION 

Your electronic certificate of correction is now available, and can be accessed via Patent Center at https:// 
patentcenter.uspto.gov. 

The electronic certificate of correction is the official certificate of correction under 35 U.S.C. 254 or 255. For more 

information, please visit https://www.uspto.gov/electronicgrants. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

: 11,964,175 B2 

: 17/867553 

: April 23, 2024 

Page 1 of 1 PATENT NO. 

APPLICATION NO. 

DATED 

INVENTOR(S) : Walter Ernest Power, II, Gregory Alan Godfrey and Carl Eugene Kossuth, III 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

In the Claims 

Column 6, Line 20, in Claim 1: 

mm 

Should be changed to: 

--mam--. 

Signed and Sealed this 

Twelfth Day of November, 2024 

�-\W\/11\L 4-tr Vt'da,t __

Katherine Kelly Vidal 

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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Docket No. TETH143 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In Re Patent Application of 

\Valter Ernest Power II 
Patent Number: 11,964,175 

issued: 04/23/2024 

Serial No,: 17 /867,553 
Filed: 07/18/2022 
For: Bridge Rope Assernbly 

Examiner: Amy Jo Sterling 
Group Art Unit: 3631 

Attorney: Brendan B, Dix 

Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Data Management Attention: Certificates of Correction Branch 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

FEE CALCULATION: No fee is applicable. The requested correction was a mistake on 
the part of the office and no fee is due per 35 USC 254. 

Request for Certificate of Correction of Office Mistake, 37 C:FR 1.322 

Patent 11,964,175 \Vas issued April 23, 2024, \Vith an error in claim 1 as described 
below. 

Page 1 of 5  
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REMARKS 

Statement of Fads 

Patent 11,964,175 was issued on April 23, 2024, to assignee Tethrd, LLC, with an 

error in claim 1. The portion of the claim in column 6, line 20 of the issued patent reads: 

''a friction hitch being positioned on the min body bet\veen ''. 

Claim l as originally submitted provided for "a friction hitch being positioned on 

the main body between". Claim 1 was not amended during prosecution such that the 

relevant portion of claim 1 in patent 11,964,175 should read as follows: 

"a friction hitch being positioned on the main body between''. 

Patent 11,964,175 is the subject of infringement litigation currently. Counsel 

opposing Assignee has filed a motion to dismiss the infringement litigation in view of the 

error noted above. 

Applicable Statutes and Regulations 

35 USC 254 provides: 

\\'11enever a mistake in a patent, incurred through the fault of the Patent 

and Trademark Office, is dearly disclosed by the records of the Office, the 

Director may issue a certificate of correction stating the fact and nature of such 

mistake, under seal, without charge, to be recorded in the records of patents. A 

printed copy thereof shall be attached to each printed copy of the patent, and such 

certificate shall be considered as pmi. of the original patent. Every such patent, 

together vvith such certificate, shall have the same effect and operation in law on 

the trial of actions for causes thereafter arising as if the same had been originally 

issued in such corrected form. The Director may issue a corrected patent without 

charge in lieu of and with like effect as a certificate of correction, 

37 CFR 1.322 Certificate of correction of Office mistake provides: 

"' (a) 

Page 2 of 5  
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Remarks 

o (1) The Director may issue a certificate of correction pursuant to ,I§

IL .. ��i:� .. 2J�4 to correct a mistake in a patent, incurred through the fauH of

the Office, which mistake is dearly disclosed in the records of the Office:

0 (2) 

� (i) At the request of the patentee or the patentee's assignee;

� (ii) Acting :sua 5ponte for mistakes that the Office discovers; or

� (iii) Acting on information about a mistake supplied by a third

party. 

� (i) There is no obligation on the Office lo acl on or respond to a

submission of information or request to issue a certificate of 

correction by a third party under paragraph (a)( l )(iii) of this 

section. 

� (ii) Papers submitted by a third paity under this section will not be

made of record in the file that they relate to nor be retained by the 

Office. 

o (3) ff the request relates to a patent involved in an interference or trial

before the Patent Trial and Appeal Boanl, the request must cornply with

the requirements of this section and be accompanied by a motion under_§

o (4) The Office will not issue a certificate of correction under this section

without first notifying the patentee (including any assignee of record) at

the correspondence address of record as specified in§ L33ia) and

affording the patentee or an assignee an opportunity to be heard,

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted the error in claim 1 was an office 

mistake correctable through a certificate of correction authorized under 35 USC 254 by 

subrnission of request under 37 CFR 1.322. 

It is further respectfully acknowledged l\iiPEP 1480 Certificates of Correction -

Office Mistake provides in part: 

Page 3 of 5  
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In order to expedite all proper requests, a certificate of correction should 

be requested only for errors of consequence. Instead of a request for a certificate 

of correction, letters making errors of record should be utilized whenever 

possible, Thus, where errors are of a minor typographical nature, or are readily 

apparent to one skilled in the art, a letter making the error(s) of record can be 

submitted in lieu of a request for a certificate of correction, There is no fee for the 

submission of such a letter. 

It is respectfully submitted Assignee making this request believes the error to be 

typographical and such that one of ordinary skill in the art would find the error readily 

apparent such that a letter of correction on the record would typically be sufficient 

1-Iovvever, in view of the litigation, a certificate of correction is respectfully requested and

a proposed correction is submitted herewith by lJSPTO form PTO/SB/44 .. 

Assignee respectfully requests either issuance of a certificate of correction or 

entry of this request into the record, whichever may be most expedient given the 

circurnstances of the pending litigation related to the patent 11,964,175. 

Corresponding to the requirements of 37 CFR 1,322, it is respectfully subrnitted 

the request for correction is made by the A.ssignee: Tethrd, LLC, through their attorneys 

of record, pursuant to 37 CFR L322(a)(1)(i), It is submitted the other portions of 37 CFR 

1.322 are inapplicable as the request is made by the assignee consistent with the 

originally filed Application Data Sheet for the patent application resulting in issuance of 

patent 11,964,175. No subsequent assignment has been rnade. 

Page 4 of 5  
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the foregoing remarks, Assignee most courteously requests entry of this 

request into the record acknowledging the error by the office, or issuance of a ce1tificate 

of correction of the patent 11,964,175. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/brendanbdix/ 
Brendan B. Dix (Reg. No. 37,313) 
P.O. Box 89626 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109 
(605) 334-1571 FAX (605) 334-1574

Date: 10/11/24 

Page 5 of 5  
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PTO/SB/44 (09-07) 

Approved for use through 03/31/2026. 0MB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
(Also Form PTO-1050) 

PATENT NO. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

11,964,175 

APPLICATION NO.: 17/867,553 

April 23, 2024 

Page _1_ of _1_ 

ISSUE DATE 

INVENTOR(S) Walter Ernest Power, II; Gregory Alan Godfrey; and Carl Eugene Kossuth, Ill 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 6, line 20, 

min 

should be changed to --main--. 

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use Customer Number below): 

Kaufhold Dix Patent Law, PO Box 89626, Sioux Falls, SD 57109, United States 

A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with an 

information collection subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, unless the information collection has a currently valid 0MB Control 
Number. The 0MB Control Number for this information collection is 0651-0033. Public burden for this form is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including 

the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information 
collection. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this information collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden to the 

Chief Administrative Officer, United States Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or email lnformationCollection@uspto.gov. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. If filing this completed form by mail, send to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, ca/11-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.  
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 197 4 (P .L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. The United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) collects the information in this record under authority of 35 
U.S.C. 2. The USPTO's system of records is used to manage all applicant and owner information 
including name, citizenship, residence, post office address, and other information with respect to 
inventors and their legal representatives pertaining to the applicant's/owner's activities in connection 
with the invention for which a patent is sought or has been granted. The applicable Privacy Act 
System of Records Notice for the information collected in this form is COMMERCE/PAT-TM-? Patent 
Application Files, available in the Federal Register at 78 FR 19243 (March 29, 2013). https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2013-03-29/pdf/2013-07341.pdf 

Routine uses of the information in this record may include disclosure to: 1) law enforcement, in the 
event that the system of records indicates a violation or potential violation of law; 2) a Federal, state, 
local, or international agency, in response to its request; 3) a contractor of the USPTO having need 
for the information in order to perform a contract; 4) the Department of Justice for determination of 
whether the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requires disclosure of the record; 5) a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested the Member's assistance with respect to the subject matter of the record; 6) 
a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, in the course of presenting evidence, including 
disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations; 7) the Administrator, 
General Services Administration (GSA), or their designee, during an inspection of records conducted 
by GSA under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906, in accordance with the GSA regulations and any 
other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive, where such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about individuals; 8) another federal agency for purposes of National Security review 
(35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)); 9) the Office of 
Personnel Management (OPM) for personnel research purposes; and 9) the Office of Management 
and Budget (0MB) for legislative coordination and clearance. 

If you do not furnish the information requested on this form, the USPTO may not be able to process 
and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings, abandonment of the 
application, and/or expiration of the patent. 

Additional Uses 

Additional USPTO uses of the information in this record may include disclosure to: 1) the International 
Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, if the record is related to an international 
application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 2) the public i) after publication of the 
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b), ii) after issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151, iii) if 
the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were 
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open 
to public inspections, or an issued patent, or iv) without publication of the application or patent under 
the specific circumstances provided for by 37 CFR 1.14(a)(1 )(v)-(vii); and/or 3) the National Archives 
and Records Administration, for inspection of records. 
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1 _ 1:1.1 mm UNITED STATES 

; : : :_ PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE

Page 1 of 2 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 - 1450 

www.uspto.gov 

ELECTRONIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RECEIPT 

APPLICATION# RECEIPT DATE/ TIME ATTORNEY DOCKET# 

TETH143 17/867,553 10/11/2024 05:47:41 PM Z ET 

Title of Invention 

Bridge Rope Assembly 

Application Information 

APPLICATION TYPE Utility - Nonprovisional Application
under 35 USC 111 (a) 

PATENT# 11964175 

CONFIRMATION# 8375 

PATENT CENTER# 67542783 

CUSTOMER # 44088 

CORRESPONDENCE -
ADDRESS 

Documents 

DOCUMENT 

TETH 143CertofCorrection Re 

quest.pdf 

sb0044.pdf 

Digest 

DOCUMENT 

TETH 143CertofCorrection Requ 
est.pdf 

sb0044.pdf 

PAGES 

5 

2 

FILED BY Brendan Dix 

FILING DATE 07/18/2022 

FIRST NAMED Walter Ernest Power II 
INVENTOR 

AUTHORIZED BY -

TOTAL DOCUMENTS: 2 

DESCRIPTION 
SIZE 
(KB) 

Request for Certificate of 
42 KB 

Correction 

Request for Certificate of 
283 KB 

Correction 

MESSAGE DIGEST(SHA-512) 

D9EEEC79E6F361OD4C218A21CD09278935517A709A80BA192 

E1FAA3E60CCC6FCBB4CE74577A5DC35B388B7500D856FE8 

AF7A48598A6591E161BF49064844FBF9 

4E107E65364A38ED627633CED2BEA239C825009AF8059FC50  
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Page 2 of 2 

1577045C79CBEF3FC625DEC92B2986DAA927EEA7A7DF46B5 

9A8218C609932ADD2BBB401C60BE800 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, characterized 
by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a Post Card, as 

described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for filing date (see 37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) 

and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement 

Receipt will establish the filing date of the application 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.S.C. 

371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a national stage 

submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for an 

international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number and of the 

International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, 

and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application. 
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UNITED STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 

44088 7590 04/23/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PA TENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Walter Ernest Power II 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

TETH143 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

8375 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3631 

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE 

04/23/2024 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

jason@kaufholdlaw.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)  
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APPLICATION NO. 

17/867,553 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 

P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. 

23-Apr-2024 11964175 

EGRANT NOTIFICATION 

Your electronic patent grant (eGrant) is now available, which can be accessed via Patent Center at https:// 
patentcenter.uspto.gov 

The electronic patent grant is the official patent grant under 35 U.S.C. 153. For more information, please visit 
https://www.uspto.gov/electronicgrants 

page 1 of 1 
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UNITED STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE 

17/867,553 04/23/2024 

44088 7590 04/03/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PA TENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

11964175 TETH143 8375 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. The patent will issue electronically. The 

electronically issued patent is the official patent grant pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 153. The patent may be accessed 

on or after the issue date through Patent Center at https://patentcenter.uspto.gov/. The patent will be available in 

both the public and the private sides of Patent Center. Further assistance in electronically accessing the patent, 

or about Patent Center, is available by calling the Patent Electronic Business Center at 1-888-217-9197. 

The USPTO is implementing electronic patent issuance with a transition period, during which period the 

USPTO will mail a ceremonial paper copy of the electronic patent grant to the correspondence address of 

record. Additional copies of the patent (i.e., certified and presentation copies) may be ordered for a fee from the 

USPTO's Certified Copy Center at https://certifiedcopycenter.uspto.gov/index.html. The Certified Copy Center 

may be reached at (800)972-6382. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment is 87 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include 

an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 

determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Center (https:// 

patentcenter.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office 

of Patent Legal Administration at ( 571 )-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should 

be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Patents Stakeholder Experience (OPSE), 

Stakeholder Support Division (SSD) at (571)-272-4200. 

IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 
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INVENTOR(s) (Please see PATENT CENTER site https://patentcenter.uspto.gov for additional inventors): 

Walter Ernest Power II, Jordan, MN; 

Gregory Alan Godfrey, Richmond Hill, GA; 

Carl Eugene Kossuth III, Rolla, MO; 

APPLICANT( s) (Please see PA TENT CENTER site https://patentcenter.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

Tethrd LLC, Carver, MN; 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 

for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 

resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation 

works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 

the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov. 

IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 
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1 _ 1:1.1 mm UNITED STATES 

; : : :_ PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE

Page 1 of 2 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 - 1450 

www.uspto.gov 

ELECTRONIC PAYMENT RECEIPT 

APPLICATION# RECEIPT DATE/ TIME 

17/867,553 03/19/2024 02:50:21 PM Z ET 

Title of Invention 

Bridge Rope Assembly 

Application Information 

APPLICATION TYPE Utility - Nonprovisional Application
under 35 USC 111 (a) 

CONFIRMATION# 8375 

PATENT CENTER# 64746719 

CUSTOMER # 44088 

CORRESPONDENCE -
ADDRESS 

Payment Information 

PAYMENT METHOD 

CARD/ 3990 

PAYMENT TRANSACTION ID 

E20243IE52188650 

FEE CODE 

2501 

DESCRIPTION 

UTILITY ISSUE FEE 

ITEM PRICE($) 

480.00 

ATTORNEY DOCKET# 

TETH143 

PATENT# -

FILED BY Jason Wormstadt 

AUTHORIZED BY Brendan Dix 

FILING DATE 07/18/2022 

FIRST NAMED Walter Ernest Power II 
INVENTOR 

PAYMENT AUTHORIZED BY 

Jason Wormstadt 

QUANTITY 

TOTAL 
AMOUNT: 

ITEM TOT AL($) 

480.00 

$480.00 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, characterized 
by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a Post Card, as 
described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for filing date (see 37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) 
and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement 
Receipt will establish the filing date of the application 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.S.C. 
371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a national stage 
submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
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New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for an 

international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number and of the 

International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, 

and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
AJc..,n<lria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

44088 7590 01/30/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Bridge Rope Assembly 

APPLN.TYPE ENTITY STATUS 

nonprovisional SMAIL 

ISSUE FEE DUE 

$480 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Walter Ernest Power II 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3631 

DATE MAILED: 01/30/2024 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

TETH143 8375 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE{S) DUE DATEDUE 

$0.00 $0.00 $480 04/30/2024 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD 
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN 
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST 
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOT AL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 40% the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 20% the amount of 
undiscounted fees. 

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications flied on or after Dec. 12, 1980. 
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at 
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via the USPTO patent electronic filing system. 

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to: (571)-273-2885 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where appropriate. 
All further correspondence will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new 
correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS'' for maintenance fee notifications. Because electronic patent issuance may occur shortly after issue 
fee payment. any desired continuing application should preferably be filed prior to payment of this issue fee in order not to Jeopardize copendency. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) 
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailiog or transmission. 

44088 7590 01130/2024 
KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626 
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109 

APPUCATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 
TITLE OF INVENTION: Bridge Rope Assembly 

APPLN.TYPE ENTITY STATUS 

nonprovisional SMALL 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 
1. ge o correspon ence
CFR l.363). 

ISSUE FEE DUE 

$480 

ART UNIT 

3631 

□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/AW122 or PTO/SB/122) attached.

□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ 
AW47 or PrO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent} attached. Use of a
Customer Number ls re uired.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficieot postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to the 
USPTO via the USPTO patent electronic filing system or by facsimile to (571) 
273-288'i, oo<ho ""'

�
� 

I ,���f� --� I 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

Walter Ernest Power II TETH143 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$0.00 S0.00 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

248-205100
or pnnnng on e patent nt page, st 

(I) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

$480 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

8375 

DATEDUE 

04/30/2024 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent} and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

2 ____________ _ 

3 ____________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have beeo previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CPR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the approprillte assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : □ Individual Q Cmporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. Fees submitted: � Fee □Publication Fee (if required) 
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above) 

�ic Payment via the USPTO patent electronic filing system □ Enclosed check □ Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PT0-2038)

□ The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. ____ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
□ Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

□ Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

□ Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

PTOL-85 Part B (11/23) Approved for use through 03/31/2026 

liQm Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/lSA and 15B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 
HQm If the applicBtion was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 
� Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 
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1 _ 1:1.1 mm UNITED STATES 

; : : :_ PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE

Page 1 of 2 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 - 1450 

www.uspto.gov 

ELECTRONIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RECEIPT 

APPLICATION# RECEIPT DATE/ TIME 

17/867,553 03/19/2024 02:50:21 PM Z ET 

Title of Invention 

Bridge Rope Assembly 

Application Information 

APPLICATION TYPE Utility - Nonprovisional Application
under 35 USC 111 (a) 

CONFIRMATION# 8375 

PATENT CENTER# 64746719 

CUSTOMER # 44088 

CORRESPONDENCE -
ADDRESS 

Documents 

DOCUMENT 

TETH143ptol85.pdf 

Digest 

PAGES 

2 

ATTORNEY DOCKET# 

TETH143 

PATENT# -

FILED BY Jason Wormstadt 

FILING DATE 07/18/2022 

FIRST NAMED Walter Ernest Power II 
INVENTOR 

AUTHORIZED BY Brendan Dix 

TOTAL DOCUMENTS: 1 

DESCRIPTION 

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 

SIZE 
(KB) 

198 KB 

DOCUMENT 

TETH143ptol85.pdf 

MESSAGE DIGEST(SHA-512) 

2FF56DDCFF722354785C77AD10FF46A3E7798992A9D2F8A41 
E43CE9936A90FA038187CE1682D1D3743F0A7ADB36244AFC7 
5FC9E4D0AC9227D8683616CB6A811D 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, characterized 
by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a Post Card, as 
described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111  
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If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for filing date (see 37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) 

and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement 
Receipt will establish the filing date of the application 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.S.C. 
371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a national stage 

submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for an 
international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number and of the 

International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, 

and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

44088 7590 01/30/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Bridge Rope Assembly 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Walter Ernest Power II 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3631 

DATE MAILED: 01/30/2024 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

TETH143 8375 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0.00 $0.00 $480 04/30/2024 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 13 08. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD 
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 3 5  U.S.C.151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN 
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST 
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 40% the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 20% the amount of 
undiscounted fees. 

IL PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPT0) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be 
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. 

It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at 

www .uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees. 

Page 1 of 3 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via the USPTO patent electronic filing system. 

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to: (571)-273-2885 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where appropriate. 
All further correspondence will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new 
correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications. Because electronic patent issuance may occur shortly after issue 
fee payment, any desired continuing application should preferably be filed prior to payment of this issue fee in order not to jeopardize copendency. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

44088 7590 01/30/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 

P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 
TITLE OF INVENTION: Bridge Rope Assembly 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS 

nonprovisional SMALL 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ISSUE FEE DUE 

$480 

ART UNIT 

3631 
I. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (3 7
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address ( or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/AW122 or PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ 
AW47 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a
Customer Number is required. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to the 
USPTO via the USPTO patent electronic filing system or by facsimile to (571) 
273-2885, on the date below.

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

Walter Ernest Power II TETH143 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$0.00 $0.00 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

248-205100
2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
(I) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

$480 

(Typed or printed name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

8375 

DATE DUE 

04/30/2024 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed. 

2 ____________ __ 

3 _____________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.8l(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. Fees submitted: Dissue Fee □Publication Fee (if required) 
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above) 

0 Electronic Payment via the USPTO patent electronic filing system O Enclosed check O Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038) 

0 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. ___ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
0 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

0 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

0 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 
NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature _____________________ _ 

Typed or printed name _____________________ _ 

PTOL-85 Part B ( 11/23) Approved for use through 03/31/2026 
Page 2 of 3 

0MB 0651-0033 

Date ___________________ _ 

Registration No. _______________ _ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 

44088 7590 01/30/2024 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626 
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Walter Ernest Power II 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

TETH143 8375 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3631 

DATE MAILED: 01/30/2024 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance. 

Section l(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement 

that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent 

Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial 

patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term 

adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior 

to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration 

of the patent term adjustment determination ( or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process 

outlined in 37 CPR 1.705. 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 

Patent Legal Administration at ( 571 )-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 

directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571 )-272-4200. 
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0MB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B 

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget 

approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When 0MB approves an agency request to 

collect information from the public, 0MB (i) provides a valid 0MB Control Number and expiration date for the 

agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform 

the public about the 0MB Control Number's legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b). 

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain 

or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is 

governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including 

gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon 

the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions 

for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 

U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 

COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 

Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 199 5, no persons are required to respond to a collection 

of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your 

submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. The United States Patent and Trademark 

Office (USPTO) collects the information in this record under authority of 35 U.S.C. 2. The USPTO's system of 

records is used to manage all applicant and owner information including name, citizenship, residence, post office 

address, and other information with respect to inventors and their legal representatives pertaining to the applicant's/ 

owner's activities in connection with the invention for which a patent is sought or has been granted. The applicable 

Privacy Act System of Records Notice for the information collected in this form is COMMERCE/PAT-TM-7 Patent 

Application Files, available in the Federal Register at 78 FR 19243 (March 29, 2013). 

https ://ww1.vg_ovlnJo._gov/conten1Jpkg/FR--20_l_3_ -03 -29!pdtJ20 [_3--0 734 lJKlf 

Routine uses of the information in this record may include disclosure to: 

1) law enforcement, in the event that the system of records indicates a violation or potential violation of law;

2) a federal, state, local, or international agency, in response to its request;

3) a contractor of the USPTO having need for the information in order to perform a contract;

4) the Department of Justice for determination of whether the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requires

disclosure of the record;

5) a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual to whom the record pertains, when the

individual has requested the Member's assistance with respect to the subject matter of the record;

6) a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, in the course of presenting evidence, including disclosures to

opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations;

7) the Administrator, General Services Administration (GSA), or their designee, during an inspection of records

conducted by GSA under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906, in accordance with the GSA regulations

and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive, where such disclosure shall not be used to make

determinations about individuals;

8) another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to

the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c));

9) the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) for personnel research purposes; and

IO)the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) for legislative coordination and clearance. 

If you do not furnish the information requested on this form, the USPTO may not be able to process and/or examine 

your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings, abandonment of the application, and/or expiration 

of the patent. 
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Notice of Allowability 

Application No. 
17/867,553 
Examiner 
AMY J STERLING 

Applicant(s) 
Power et al. 
Art Unit 

I 
AIA (FITF) Status

3631 Yes 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1.� This communication is responsive to 1/3/2024.
DA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __ . 

2.0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on __ ; the 
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3.� The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-14 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

Certified copies: 

a) □All b) 0 Some* c) D None of the:

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ .
3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: __ .

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5.0 CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date __ . 
Identifying indicia such as the application number {see 37 CFR 1.84{c)) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of each 

sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121{d). 

6.0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1. D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2.0 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08),
Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit
of Biological Material __ . 

4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413), 
Paper No./Mail Date. __ . 

/AMY J. STERLING/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3631 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

5. D Examiner's Amendment/Comment

6. � Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

7. □ Other __

1/22/2024 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20240122 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 
Art Unit: 3631 

Notice of Pre-A/A or AJA Status 

Page 2 

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined 

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

Notice of Allowance 

This is the Notice of Allowance for application number 17/867,553 BRIDGE ROPE 

ASS EMBLY filed on 7/18/2022. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not teach a bridge rope assembly configured to 

couple together a tree rope to a first bridge loop and a second bridge loop on a harness, 

the bridge rope assembly including a main body comprising a rope having a first end 

and a second end, the main body having a splice therein to form an eye loop in the 

main body, the eye loop being configured to engage the first bridge loop, the main body 

comprising a first portion including the first end and a second portion extending the 

second end, the first portion extending through the second portion of the main body 

such that the first end is positioned within the second portion adjacent to the second 

end; and a friction hitch being positioned on the main body between the second end and 

the eye loop, the friction hitch being cont igured to engage the second bridge loop, the 

friction hitch com prising a closed loop. 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 
Art Unit: 3631 

Conclusion 

Page 3 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." Any inquiry concerning this communication 

should be directed to Amy J. Sterling at telephone number 571-272-6823 or to SPE 

Jonathan Liu at 571-272-8227. Any inquiry of a general -nature or relating to the status 

of this application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272-

3600. 

/AMY J. STERLING/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3631 
1/22/24 
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Docket No. TETH143 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In Re Patent Application of 

\Valter Ernest Power II 
Serial No.: 17 /867,553 
Filed: 07/18/2022 
For: Bridge Rope Assembly 
Examiner: Amy Jo Sterling 
Group Art Unit 3631 
Attorney: Brendan B. Dix 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Honorable Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

1 CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER (ALONG-WTTH ANY REFERENCED TO AS BEING 

ATTACHED OF ENCLOSED) IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO THE COMl\illSSIONER FOR 

PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 ON January 3, 2024, VIA THE 
USPTO-EFS-WEB HUNG SYSTEM. By: /brendanbdix/ 

FEE CALCULATION: No Additional Fees Due. Upon entry of the belovv arnendrnent, 
the total number of claims will be 20 or less, and the number of independent claims will 
be 3 or less. 

AMENDMENT 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed on December 14, 2023. 

Table of Contents 

Amendments in the Claims: page 2 
Amendments in the Specification: none 
In the A.bstract: none 
Remarks: page 4 
Conclusion: page 5 
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Amendments in the Claims: (struck-through parts deleted and underlined parts added) 

l, (original) A bridge rope assembly configured to couple together a tree rope 

to a first bridge loop and a second bridge loop on a harness, the bridge rope assernbly 

including: 

a rnain body cornprising a rope having a first end and a second end, the main body 

having a splice therein to form an eye loop in the main body, the eye loop 

being configured to engage the first bridge loop, the main body 

comprising a first portion including the first end and a second portion 

including the second end, the first portion extending through the second 

portion of the main body such that the first end is positioned within the 

second portion adjacent to the second end; and 

a friction hitch being positioned on the main body between the second end and the 

eye loop, the friction hitch being configured to engage the second bridge 

loop, the friction hitch cornprising a closed loop. 

2. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein the rope

has a length frorn the first end to the second end between 72.0 inches and 126.0 inches. 

3. (original) The bridge rope assernbly according to claim l ,  wherein a distance

of the eye loop to the second end is between 24.0 inches and 40.0 inches. 

4. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 3, wherein the main

body includes a stop knot in the second portion adjacent to the second end. 

5. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 4, further including a

securing rnember being positioned on the main body at a juncture of the first and second 

ends to retain the first and second ends at a static position relative to each other. 

Page 2 of 5  
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6. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 4, wherein the closed

loop comprises a single rope being formed into the closed loop 

7. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 6, wherein the single

rope of the closed loop has a length between 40,0 inches and 60.0 inches. 

8. (original) The bridge rope assernbly according to claim 7, wherein the closed

loop has a total circumference of betvveen 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

9. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein the closed

loop has a total circumference of between 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

10. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 9, wherein the main

body and the friction hitch each are comprised of lJHMWPE. 

11. (original) The bridge rope assernbly according to claim l, wherein the main

body ls comprised of tJHMWPE. 

12. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 9, wherein a distance

of the eye loop to the second end is between 24.0 inches and 40.0 inches. 

13. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 12, wherein the

closed loop has a total circurnference of betvveen 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

14. (original) The bridge rope assembly according to claim 12, wherein a

distance between the first and second ends is less than 2.0 inches. 

Page 3 of 5  
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REMARKS 

Section 1 of the Office Action 

Clairns 1 through 14 ai-e rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting 

as being unpatentable over claim l of lLS, Patent No, 11504556 to Power, II et al. 

A tenninal disclairner is filed concurrent to this response, This is believed to 

obviate the double patenting issue. 

Withdravval of the rejection is respectfully requested by the applicant. 

Section 2 of the Office Action 

Claims 1 through 14 are allowed, 

Page 4 of 5  
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, early consideration and 

allowance of this application are most courteously solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/brend anbdix/ 
Brendan B. Dix (Reg. No. 37,3 l3) 
P.O. Box 89626 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109 
(605) 334-1571 FAX (605) 334-1574

Date: 0 l/03/24 
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Page 2 of 2 

If a timeiy submission to enter the nationa! stage of an international applicator: is compliant vvith the conditions of 35 U.S.C. 

37"1 and other a.pplicable req1.,:ire,,1ents a Fon,1 PCT!DO/E0/903 ind,cating acceptanc::i ol the applicat,on as a national stage 

sub;-nission uncler 35 U.S.C. 3Tl will be issuec in addi tion to tl1e Fiiing Receipt, in ciue course. 

New internatiomal Application Fi!ed with the USPTO as a Recelvh,g Office 

If a new ,ntemationai app:ication is being f:led a.nc !he interna!iona, application includes the necessa:-y components for an 

international fi!inq ciate (see PCT .Article 11 ancl MPEP 1B10), a t'1otification of the International Application f\Jumber and of the 

International Filing Da!e (Form PCTiR0/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prese:-iptions concerning national secur:ty, 

and ih::i date shown on this .Acknovvl,,,dgement Heceipt will establish the int;:irnationa, liling date ol the application. 
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I� 1:1 j Ir.I UNITED STATES ..... � d•Ja PAT.ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
P.(). Box 1450 

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A PROVISIONAL DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION OVER 

A PENDING "REFERENCE" APPLICATION 

Title of Invention 
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l-1:iflffl UNITEOSTATES 

: �. )L PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE

APPLICATION # RECEIPT DATE/ TIME 
17/867,553 01/03/2024 11 :54:57 AM Z ET 

Title of Invention 

Bridge Rope Assembly 

Application Information 

APPLICATION TYPE Utility - Nonprovisional Application 

under 35 USC 111 (a) 

CONFIRMATION# 8375 

PATENT CENTER# 63819614 

CUSTOMER# 44088 

CORRESPONDENCE -
ADDRESS 

Documents 

Digest 

Page 1 of 2 

ATTORNEY DOCKET# 
TETH143 

PATENT# -

FILED BY Brendan Dix 

FILING DATE 07/18/2022 

FIRST NAMED Walter Ernest Power II 
INVENTOR 

AUTHORIZED BY -

TOTAL DOCUMENTS: 2 

0D7C60CBDEC284D977C32068650FB8C7053EEFCEDC81889B 

5EE53EC8976656AD1 □38446A6COC29BAF996CE02213ED7892 
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11) 
Approved for use through 1/31/2014. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number I Filing Date ISubstitute for Form PTO-875 
17/867.553 07/18/2022 □To be Mailed 

ENTITY: D LARGE 0 SMALL □ MICRO 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I 

Column 1) (Column 2) 
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) 

LJ BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c)) 

LJ SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(k). (i). or (ml) 

LJ EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(0). (p). or !n)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS minus 20 = * X $50 = 
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS minus 3 = * X $240 = 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets 

□APPLICATION SIZE FEE (37 
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155 
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or 

CFR 1.16(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 
CFR 1.16(s). 

0 MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "O" in column 2. TOTAL 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3 
CLAIMS HIGHEST 

01/03/2024 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT EXTRA RATE($) ADDITIONAL FEE($) 

I- AFTER PREVIOUSLY 
z AMENDMENT PAID FOR 
w 
::::ii: Total * 14 Minus 
C f37CFR 1.16'ill 

** 20 =0 X $40 = 0 
z Independent * 1 Minus *** 3 =0 X $192 = 0 w (37 CFR 1.16fhll 

::::ii: D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) c( 

0 FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 
1.16(j)) 

TOTAL ADD'L FEE 0 
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3 
CLAIMS HIGHEST 

REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT EXTRA RATE($) ADDITIONAL FEE($) AFTER PREVIOUSLY 
AMENDMENT PAID FOR 

z 
w Total * Minus ** = X $0 = 
::::ii: (37 CFR 1.16"ill 

C Independent * Minus *** X $0 z (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 
= = 

w 
D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 

c( LJ FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 
1.16(i)) 

TOTAL ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. LIE 

** If the "Hiahest Number Previouslv Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". /JACQUELYN L WILLIAMS/ 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16 . The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, 
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the US PTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call f-800-PTO-9 f 99 and select option 2. 
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UNITED STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

17/867,553 07/18/2022 

44088 7590 12/14/2023 

KAUFHOLD DIX PA TENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Walter Ernest Power II 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

TETH143 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

8375 

EXAMINER 

STERLING, AMY JO 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3631 

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE 

12/14/2023 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

jason@kaufholdlaw.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)  
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Office Action Summary 

Application No. 

17/867,553 

Examiner 

AMY J STERLING 

Applicant(s) 

Power et al. 

Art Unit 

3631 

AIA (FITF) Status 

Yes 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -­
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this communication. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term 
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 7/18/2022. 
□ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __ .

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b) 0 This action is non-final. 

3)□ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on __ ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 G.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims* 

5) 0 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are allowed.

7) □ Claim(s) __ is/are rejected.

8) □ Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

9) D Claim(s) __ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov. 

Application Papers 

10)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11 )0 The drawing(s) filed on 7/18/2022 is/are: a)0 accepted or b)□ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)□ All b)D Some** c)□ None of the:

1.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ .

3.□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment(s) 

1) 0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b)

Paper No(s)/Mail Date __ . 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary 

3) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)

Paper No(s)/Mail Date __ . 

4) D Other: __ .

Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20231211 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 
Art Unit: 3631 

Notice of Pre-A/A or AJA Status 

Page 2 

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined 

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-final Office Action for application number 17/867,553 

BRIDGE ROPE ASSEMBLY filed on 7/18/2022. Claims 1-14 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 7/18/222 is in compliance 

with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement 

has been considered by the examiner. 

Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 

doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory double 

patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at 

least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference 

claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have 

been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 

USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 

Cir. 1993); In re Langi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 Page 3 
Art Unit: 3631 

686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 

(CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c) or 1.321 (d) 

may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory 

double patenting provided the reference application or patent either is shown to be 

commonly owned with the examined application, or claims an invention made as a 

result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. See 

M PEP§ 717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file 

provisions of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP § 2146 et seq. for 

applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions of the 

AIA. A terminal disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (b). 

The filing of a terminal disclaimer by itself is not a complete reply to a 

nonstatutory double patenting (NSDP) rejection. A complete reply requires that the 

terminal disclaimer be accompanied by a reply requesting reconsideration of the prior 

Office action. Even where the NSDP rejection is provisional the reply must be complete. 

See M PEP § 804, subsection I.B.1. For a reply to a non-final Office action, see 37 CFR 

1.111 (a). For a reply to final Office action, see 37 CFR 1.113(c). A request for 

reconsideration while not provided for in 37 CFR 1.113(c) may be filed after final for 

consideration. See MPEP §§ 706.07(e) and 714.13. 

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be 

used. Please visit www.uspto.gov/patenVpatents-forms. The actual filing date of the 

application in which the form is filed determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, 

PTO/SB/26, PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A web-based eTerminal 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 
Art Unit: 3631 

Disclaimer may be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal 

Page 4 

Disclaimer that meets all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately 

upon submission. For more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to 

www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/applying-online/eterminal-disclaimer. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting as being 

unpatentable over claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 11/504,556. Although the claims at issue 

are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because they are both 

drawn to a bridge rope with a splice, eye loop from the splice, first portion and second 

portion and first and second ends and a friction hitch. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 

at telephone number 571-272-6823 or to Supervisor Jonathan Liu at 571-272-8227 if 

the examiner cannot be reached. The examiner can normally be reached (Mon-Fri 

8am-5:00pm). The fax machine number for the Technology center is 571-273-8300 

(formal amendments), informal amendments or communications 571-273-6823. Any 

inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 

to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272-3600. 
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Application/Control Number: 17 /867,553 
Art Unit: 3631 

Page 5 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

US PTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/AMY J. STERLING/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3631 
12/11/23 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
17/867,553 Reexamination 

Notice of References Cited 
Power et al. 

Examiner Art Unit 
AMY J STERLING 3631 Page 1 of 2 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Document Number Date 
Name CPC Classification US Classification 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code YYYY-MM-DD 
* A U S-20060207828-A 1 2006-09-21 D'Acquisto; Andrae T. A62B35/04 182/3 

* B US-20080000719-A 1 2008-01-03 JONES; Dennis K. A62B35/0075 182/3 

* C U S-20080179136-A 1 2008-07-31 Griffith; Richard R. A62B35/04 182/5 

* D US-20100162882-A1 2010-07-01 Shakespeare; William C. A62B1/16 87/6 

* E US-8584799-B1 2013-11-19 Dennington; Mark A62B35/04 182/4 

* F US-9003579-B1 2015-04-14 Pinholster, Jr.; Peter G. A45F3/22 5/120 

* 
G U S-20190134438-A 1 2019-05-09 Liggett; James Allen A62B35/04 1 /1 

* H U S-20190210696-A 1 2019-07-11 BARNES;WESTONJOSEPH D07B1/16 1 /1 

* I US-10918194-B2 2021-02-16 Conlin; Tyler D05B93/00 1 /1 

* J US-20210076666-A 1 2021-03-18 Power, 11; Walter Ernest F16B2/08 1 /1 

* K U S-20220241624-A 1 2022-08-04 Jarusiewic; Michael A62 B35/0006 1 /1 

* L U S-20220249886-A 1 2022-08-11 Leach; Kevin A62 B35/0031 1 /1 

* M US-11511141-B2 2022-11-29 Kim; Tae soon F16F7/006 1 /1 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Document Number Date 
Country Name CPC Classification 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code YYYY-MM-DD 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

s 

T 

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 

u 

V 

w 

X 

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in YYYY-MM-DD format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PT0-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20231211 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
17/867,553 Reexamination 

Notice of References Cited 
Power et al. 

Examiner Art Unit 
AMY J STERLING 3631 Page 2 of 2 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Document Number Date 
Name CPC Classification US Classification 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code YYYY-MM-DD 
* A U S-20230054395-A 1 2023-02-23 COWELL; Christopher A62B35/0037 1 /1 

* 
B US-11597476-B2 2023-03-07 Fields; Thomas W. B63B21/04 1 /1 

* C US-20230173312-A1 2023-06-08 Gregoire, Jr.; Benny Aaron A62B35/0012 182/9 

D 

E

F

G

H 

I

J

K 

L

M

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Document Number Date 
Country Name CPC Classification 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code YYYY-MM-DD 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

s 

T 

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 

u 

V 

w 

X 

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in YYYY-MM-DD format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PT0-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20231211 
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Search Notes 

CPC - Searched* 

Symbol 

Application/Control No. 

17/867,553 

Examiner 

AMY J STERLING 

A62B35/0075 A62B35/0037 A62B35/0012 A01 M31/02 

CPC Combination Sets - Searched* 

Symbol 

US Classification - Searched* 

Class Subclass 

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Power et al. 

Art Unit 

3631 

Date Examiner 

12/11/2023 AJS 

Date Examiner 

Date Examiner 

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of
the search.

Search Notes 

Search Notes Date Examiner 

see attached; inventor search 12/11/2023 AJS 

Interference Search 

US Class/CPC 
US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner 

Symbol 

/AMY J. STERLING/ 12/11/2023 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3631 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Page 1 of 1 

Part of Paper No.: 20231211 
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/0Ba (03-15) 

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed Approved for use through 07/31/2016. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Application Number 17/867 ,�'i�,3 

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I tNalter Ernest Power II 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit I ( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket Number I TETH143 

U.S.PATENTS I Remove I

Examiner Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where

Initial* No Patent Number Code1 Issue Date of cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

1 8061479 Q011-11-22 Harris Jr. 

2 8292028 Ro12-10-23 i/1/ise 

3 8356691 R013-01-22 Griffith 

4 8584799 R013-11-19 Dennington 

5 9320925 Q016-04-26 i/1/ise 

6 9808659 Ro11-11-01 :hevalier 

7 �0258814 R019-04-16 :asebolt 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. I Add I 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS I Remove I

EFSWeb 2.1.17 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /A.S/ 
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Application Number 

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Walter Ernest Power 11 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I 
Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

Pages,Columns,Lines whereExaminer Publication Kind Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Initial* Cite No Number Code1 Date of cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Figures Appear 

1 20080179136 �008-07-31 3riffith 

2 20090255756 �009-10-15 3reen 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.I Add I 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines 
Examiner Cite Foreign Document Country Kind Publication Applicant of cited where Relevant 
Initial* No Number3 Code2i Code4 Date Passages or Relevant Document Figures Appear 

1 Wo2018111624 WO 2018-06-21 Uacob 

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Examiner Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item

Initials* No (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 

1 

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 
EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

Examiner Signature 11 /AMY J. STERLING/ I Date Considered I 12/08/2023 

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

EFSWeb 2.1.17 
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /A.S/ 

T5 

Ts 
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Application Number 

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Walter Ernest Power 11 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I 
Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents a t  www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here i 

English language translation is attached. 

EFSWeb 2.1.17 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /A.S/ 
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Application Number 

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Walter Ernest Power 11 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I 
Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s): 

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1). 

OR 

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to 

D any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2). 

See attached certification statement. 
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith. 
A certification statement is not submitted herewith. 

SIGNATURE 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the 
form of the signature. 

Signature /brendandix/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2022-07-13 

Name/Print Brendan B. Dix Registration Number �7,313 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,

VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 

attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 

that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 

is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 

process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 

information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 

result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act

(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the

Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a

court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement

negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the

Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for

the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the

requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records

may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant

to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of

National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or

his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to

recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and

2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this

purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make

determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of

the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record

may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in

an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 

referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law

enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PE2E SEARCH - Search History {Prior Art) 

Ref# Hits 

L1 8142 

L2 2024 

L3 9 

L4 65 

LS 12 

12/1112023 01 :55:28 PM 

Workspace: 17867553Rope 

Search Query 

(A62B35/0075 or 

A62B35/0037 or 

A62B35/0012 or 

A01 M31/02).cpc. 

(A62B35/0075 OR 

A62B35/0037 OR 

A62B35/0012 OR 

A01 M31/02).cpc. 

("10258814" OR 

"20080179136" OR 

"20090255756" OR 

"8061479" OR 

"8292028" OR 

"8356691" OR 

"8584 799" OR 

"9320925" OR 

"9808659").pn. 

("3444957" "3804698" 

"4100996" "4253544" 

"4446944" "4538702" 

"5090503" "5113981" 

"5174410" "5308101" 

"5316102" "5487444" 

"5598900" "6533066" 

"6851516" "7106205" 

"7392881" "749061 O" 

"7585197" "7644986" 

"7677360" "7726350" 

"8056675" "8061479" 

"8235173" "8336125" 

"8353386" "8360202" 

"20040058598" I 

20060048723" I 

"20070068730" I 

"20080060872" I 

"20080179136" I 

1120120067666" I 

"20120222912").pn. OR 

("8584799").urpn. AND 

(PGPB I USPT I 

USOC).dbnm. 

("4618026" I "5487444" 

I "6851516" I "7392881" 

I "8584799" I "8701826" 

I "9387350" I 

"10702723" I 

"20060207828" I 

"20080179136" I 

DBs 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT; 

USOCR; FIT (AU, AP, 

AT, CA, CH, CN, DD, 

DE, EA, EP, ES, FR, 

GB, JP, KR, OA, RU, 

SU, WO); FPRS; EPO; 

JPO; DERWENT; 

IBM_TDB) 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

Default Plurals 
Pperator 

OR ON 

OR ON 

OR ON 

OR ON 

OR ON 

British rl"ime Stamp 
Equivalents 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

2023/12/08 

03:43 PM 

2023/12/08 

03:44 PM 

2023/12/08 

03:45 PM 

2023/12/08 

03:46 PM 

2023/12/08 

03:47 PM 
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L6 5 

L7 49 

L8 26 

L9 11 

L10 33 

L11 1 

12/1112023 01 :55:28 PM 

Workspace: 17867553Rope 

"20100252361" I 

"20120067666").pn. OR 

("11511141 ").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

("2006/0207828").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

hammock AND sterling 

hammock AND sterling 

("0487393" I "0590475" 

I "06417 41" I "6450930" 

I "8343018" I "9151358" 

I "20190210696").pn. 

OR ("10918194").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

("5839137" I "5896859" 

I "D418301" I "6073280" 

I "6357551" I "7585197" 

I "D666896" "8321972" 

I "8343018" "8944976" 

I "9003579" "9320343" 

I "9622566" "9750329" 

I "9907389" 

"10034534" 

"10292485" 

"10897983" "D911152" 

I "10918194 I 

"11000110" 

"11026417" 

"20080132392" I 

"20130157821" I 

"20170127808" I 

"20180146769" I 

"20190174902" I 

"20190223581" I 

"20190298040" I 

1120210052452" I 

1120210076666" I 

1120210244591" I 

"20210330531 ").pn. OR 

("114 71348").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

("2019/0210696").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT; 

USOCR; FIT (AU, AP, 

AT, CA, CH, CN, DD, 

DE, EA, EP, ES, FR, 

GB, JP, KR, OA, RU, 

SU, WO); FPRS; EPO; 

JPO; DERWENT; 

IBM_TDB) 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; 

USOCR) 

OR ON ON 

OR ON ON 

OR ON ON 

OR ON ON 

OR ON ON 

OR ON ON 

2023/12/08 

04:20 PM 

2023/12/11 

12:28 PM 

2023/12/11 

12:28 PM 

2023/12/11 

12:41 PM 

2023/12/11 

12:41 PM 

2023/12/11 

12:46 PM 
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L12 799 

L13 501 

L14 6 

L15 181 

L16 18 

L17 2 

L18 378 

L19 1 

L20 33 

12/1112023 01 :55:28 PM 

Workspace: 17867553Rope 

(A62B35/0075 OR 
A62B35/0037 OR 
A62B35/0012 OR 
A01 M31/02).cpc. AND 
rope 

(A62B35/0075 OR 
A62B35/0037 OR 
A62B35/0012 OR 
A01 M31/02).cpc. AND 
rope AND loop 

rope AND loop AND 
(splice OR interwoven) 
AND friction near4 hitch 

("2737075" I "3030851" 
I "3035476" I "4170921" 
I "4258608" I "4321854" 
I "4534163" I "4640178" 
I "4640179" I "4677818" 
I "5060549" I "5699657" 
I "5901632" 1 "5931076" 
I "7047860" 1 "7165485" 
I "20050229770").pn. 
OR ("7703372").urpn. 
AND(PGPBIUSPTI 
USOC).dbnm. 

(US-0330087-$ I US-
1420783-$ I US-
20220212-$ I US-
2303954-$ I US-
2600395-$ I US-
5062344-$ I US-
5699657-$ I US-
5970697-$ I US-
6712181-$1 US-
7814938-$ I US-
9162091-$ I US-
20070102240-$ I US-
20100213004-$ I US-
20150297937-$ I US-
20210101032-$).DID. 

"20080000719" 

waiter near3 power 

("11504556").pn. 

("0330087" I "2303954" 
I "2600395" I "3738449" 
I "4036101" I "4099750" 
I "4962929" I "5050704" 
I "5062344" I "5699657" 
I "5970697" I "6712181" 
I "7182361" I "7814938" 
I "8061479" 1 "8292028" 
I "8356691" I "8584 799" 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) OR ON 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) OR ON 

(US-PGPUB; USPAT) OR ON 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

(US-PG PUB; USPAT; OR ON 
USOCR) 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

ON 

2023/12/11 
12:48 PM 

2023/12/11 
12:51 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :08 PM 

2023/12/11 
01:11 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :14 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :17 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :33 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :49 PM 

2023/12/11 
01 :50 PM 
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I "9162091" I "9320925" 

I "9808659" I 

"10258814" I 

"10604892" I 

"20010102240" I 

"20080000719" I 

"20080179136" I 

"20090255756" I 

"20100213004" I 

"20150297937" I 

"20210101032").pn. OR 

("11504556").urpn. 

AND(PGPBIUSPTI 

USOC).dbnm. 

PE2E SEARCH - Search History {Interference) 

There are no Interference searches to show. 

12/1112023 01 :55:28 PM 

Workspace: 17867553Rope 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

17/867,553 

44088 
KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 
P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE 

07/18/2022 

Title:Bridge Rope Assembly 

Publication No.US-2022-0347501-A 1 
Publication Date: 11/03/2022 

Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

Walter Ernest Power II 1ETH143 

CONFIRMATION NO. 8375 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 

1 11111111 1111 1111 lllll ll]�!l]!�l!�IUl!l�!l!li!�ll lllll lllll lllll llll llll 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION 

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above. 

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the 
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/. 

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to 
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1 ). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's 
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800) 
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and 
the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through 
the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application 
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently 
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only 
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR. 

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent 
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197. 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101 
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 17/867,553 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A 80 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A 350 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A 400 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 14 (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 
minus 20= X 50 = 0.00 OR 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 
1 minus 3 = X 240 = 0.00 (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 O ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "O" in column 2. TOTAL 830 TOTAL 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II 

OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

<( AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR 
z 
w Total Minus 

.. = 
OR � (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = X = 

0 
Independent ... = 

z Minus 
X = OR X = 

w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

� Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 
<( 

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR 
z 
w Total Minus 

.. = 
X = OR 

� (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 
X = 

0 Independent Minus 
... = 

z X = OR X = 
w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

� Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 
<( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL 
OR 

TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "O" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20 , enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3", 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION 

NUMBER 

17/867,553 

44088 

FILING or 

37l(c)DATE 

07/18/2022 

GRP ART 

UNIT 

3677 

KAUFHOLD DIX PATENT LAW 

P. 0. BOX 89626
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109

FIL FEE REC'D 

830 

Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS IND CLAIMS 

1ETH143 14 1 

CONFIRMATION NO. 8375 

FILING RECEIPT 

1 11111111 1111 1111 11111 m�mll!�ij!H�lt� 11111 11111 11111 IIII 1111

Date Mailed: 07/28/2022 

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for 
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence 
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, 
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are 
subject to collection. 

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please 
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes 
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or 
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt 
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another 
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable. 

lnventor(s) 

Applicant( s) 

Walter Ernest Power II, Jordan, MN; 
Gregory Alan Godfrey, Richmond Hill, GA; 
Carl Eugene Kossuth Ill, Rolla, MO; 

Tethrd LLC, Carver, MN; 
Assignment For Published Patent Application 

Tethrd, LLC, Carver, MN 

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 44088 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 
This application is a CON of 17/231,717 04/15/2021 
which is a CON of 16/736,345 01/07/2020 ABN 

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None. 
Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to 
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76. 

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes 

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes 
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as 
appropriate. 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 07/27/2022 

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 

is US 17/867,553 

Projected Publication Date: 11/03/2022 

Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
** SMALL ENTITY ** 
Title 

Bridge Rope Assembly 

Preliminary Class 

024 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 

effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international 
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 
protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the US PTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 

patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 

GRANTED 

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 

the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 

date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 

license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 

LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 

and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 

and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800.
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Doc Code: PA .. 
Document Description: Power of Attorney 

PTO/AIA/82A (07-13) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2014. 0MB 0651-0051 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB conttol number. 

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE 

REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS 

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attomey by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/828) to identify the application to which the 
Power of Attomey is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of 
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is 
directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application. 

Application Number 

Filing Date 

First Named Inventor 
Walter Ernest Power II 

Title BRIDGE ROPE ASSEMBL V 

Art Unit 

Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner 

Signature 
/seankaufhold/ Date (Optional) 

2022-06-28 

Name Sean A. Kaufhold Registration 46.820 
Number 

Title (if Applicant is a 
juristic entity) 

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity) I 
NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4{d) for signature requirements and certifications. If 
more than one aoolicant, use multiple forms. 

D "Total of forms are submitted. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by 
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any �mments on the amount of time you require 
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-1460. 

ff you need assistance In completing the fonn, call 1-Boo-PTCJ-9199 and select option 2.  
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Doc Code: PA .. 
Document Description: Power of Attorney 

PTOIAIA/828 (07-13)
Approved ror UBO 111rough 11/30/2014. 0MB 0651-00S1 

U.S. Patent nnd Tredomork Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under \he Paperwork Reduction Acl of 1995, no persons are req11lred lo respond ton collacllon of lnformntlon unl888 H displays a valid 0MB eonlrol number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT 

I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the-application identified In ejther the attached transmittal letter or 
the boxes below. 

I Appllcallan Numbar

I 
FQlngDala 

I 
(Note: The boxes above may be left blank If information Is provided on form PT0/AIA/82A.) 

I hereby appoint the Patent Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and
to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the application referenced in 
the attached transmittal letter (form PT0/AIA/82A) or identified above; I 
OR 44088 --7 

□ I hereby appoint Practilioner(s) named in the attached list (form PT0/AIA/82C) as my/our attomey(s) or agent(s), and to transact
all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the 
attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTO/AIA/82C.) 

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application Identified In the attached transmittal 
letter or the boxes above to: 

� The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number 
OR

The address associated with Customer Number: I IOR 

Firm or 
Individual Name

Address 
City I State I I Zip I 
Country 
Telephone I Email I 

I am the Applicant (if the Applicant Is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name In the box): 

I Tethrd, LLC 

□ Inventor or Joint Inventor (title not required below)

□ Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (title not required below}

Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity)□ Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b)(2) was granted in the
aoolication or is concurrentlv beina filed with this document) {provide aianer's title If aoollcant la a lurlstlc entlM 

SIGNATURE of Applicant far Patent

The undersigned (whose Jitl�s supplied belo� authorized to act on behalf of the applicant (e.g., where the applicant is a Juristic entity). 
Signature �---//t,,� I Date (Optional) I
Name Walter Ernest Power II 
Title C.O.O. Tethrd, LLC 

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed bl/ the applicant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements
and certifications. If more than one applicant, use multlple forms. 

Orotalof forms are submitted. 
This collllCIJon of 1nformat1on ,s required by 37 CFR 1, 131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benelit by Die public which Is to flla (and by !he
USPTO to process) an appllealion. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. Thia collection II estimated to take 3 mlnute8 to complete, 
including gathering, preparing. and submitting the tcmpleled appllcaUon form to the USPTO. Time wlll vary depending upon th1 lndlvldual case. Any eamments on the amount
of time you require lo complete Ibis fonn and/or suggesllons for reducing this burden, should ba sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Off't<:1, U.S. 
0epartmenl of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. CO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlsalaner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 

If you need asslslance In completing the form, ca/11-800-PT0-9199 and select opffon 2. 

I 

) 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 
Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a oollection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2: 

D 
Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 11 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I IT tN"alter �mest f=>ower �I IT
Residence Information (Select One) • US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City �ordan I State/Province I �N I Country of ResidencJ I tJs

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 904 Ridgecrest Drive 

Address 2 

City I �arver I State/Province I �N 
Postal Code I �5315 I Countryi I 1us 
Inventor � I Remove I
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I B �regory �Ian �odfrey I B 
Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City �ichmond Hill I State/Province I 13A I Country of ResidencJ I 1-Js

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 50 Sunbury Drive 

Address 2 
City I �ichmond Hill I State/Province I PA 
Postal Code I p1324 I Countryi I 1us 
Inventor b I Remove I
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I B �ar1 �ugene l<ossuth �II B 
Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

EFSWeb2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

City I �olla I State/Province I �o I Country of Residencd I i-Js 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 �0470 Vineyard Drive 

Address 2 
City I �olla I State/Province I �o 
Postal Code 1�1 I Countryi I 1us 
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 

I Add I generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

Correspondence Information: 
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

Customer Number �4088 

Email Address I I Add Email I I Remove Email I 

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 I Small Entity Status Claimed � 
Application Type �on provisional 

Subject Matter Utility 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 11 I Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) 11 

Filing By Reference: 
Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111 (c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information# and •Foreign Priority Information"). 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). 

I 

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) 
filed application 

I 
Pub I ication Information: 
D Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Intellectual Property Authority or Country 

11 

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 

□
35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing 
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32). 
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer 
Number will be used for the Representative Information dur ing processing. 

Please Select One: • Customer Number I US Patent Practitioner 10 Limited Recognit ion (37 CFR 11.9) 

Customer Number I

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate 
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes 
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78. 
When referring to the current application, please leave the "Application Number'' field blank. 

Prior Application Status t>end ing . I Remove I 
Filing or 371 (c) Date 

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

I Continuation of . 17231717 �021-04-15 

Prior Application Status l\.bandoned • I Remove I 
Filing or 371 (c) Date

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

�7231717 tontinuation of • 16736345 �020-01-07 

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form 
I Add I by selecting the Add button. 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim prior ity to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet 
constitutes the claim for pr iority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application 
that is eligible for retrieval under the pr iority document exchange program (PDX) i the information will be used by the Office to 
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the POX program, applicant bears the ultimate 
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual 
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1 ). 

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

TETH143 Attorney Docket Number 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 

Applicat ion Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

I Remove I 

Appl ication Number Country i F il ing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei ( if applicable)

I I I 
Addit ional Foreign Pr ior ity Data may be generated with in this form by select ing the 

Add button. I Add I 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition 

Applications 

Th is appl ication (1) cla ims pr iority to or the benef it of an appl icat ion filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also 

contains, or conta ined at any t ime, a cla im to a claimed invent ion that has an effect ive f il ing date on or after March 

□ 16, 2013.

NOTE: By prov id ing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1. 78, th is appl ication, with a f il ing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to f ile prov is ions of the AIA.

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 
Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access: 

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written 

authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see 

paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant 

application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below). 

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the 

authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below. 

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an 

application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind 

authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate. 

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the

undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office

(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of

China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office

participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign

application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed

and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the

instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked,

the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search

results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent

application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO's Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a 

copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to 

the instant application. 

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant

D application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with 

any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above. 

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent

D application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant 

application. 

NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the 

application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14. 

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Applicant 11 I Remove I 
If the applicant is the inventor {or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I Clear I 
• Assignee I Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 I Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. I Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor: I 
If the Applicant is an Organization check here. 

Organization Name I tethrd LLC

Mailing Address Information For Applicant: 

Address 1 �04 Ridgecrest Drive 

Address 2 

City :::arver 

Country I t-Js

Phone Number 

Email Address 

� 

1 ... 1 

State/Province MN 

Postal Code 55315 

Fax Number 

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

I 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 
Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number TETH143 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1. 76 
Application Number 

Title of Invention Bridge Rope Assembly 

Assignee � 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

I Remove I 

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. � 

Organization Name I t ethrd, LLC

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 004 Ridgecrest Drive 

Address 2 
City �arver I I State/Province MN 

Countryi I 1-Js Postal Code 55315 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
I I selecting the Add button. Add 

Signature: Remove 

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in 
subsection 2 of the "Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access" section, then this form must 
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c). 

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic 
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a 
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given 
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants. 

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications. 

Signature �seankaufhold/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) �022-07-13

First Name �eanA. I Last Name I �ufhold Registration Number 46820

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

EFS Web 2.2.12 
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15) 

Approved for use through 04/3012017. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond lo a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 197 4 (P .L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 

attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 

that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 

is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 

process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 
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result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 
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1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act

(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the

Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a

court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement

negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the

Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for

the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the

requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records

may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant

to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of

National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or

his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to

recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and

2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this

purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make

determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of

the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record

may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in

an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is

referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law

enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Docket No. TETH143 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION

5 

BRIDGE ROPE ASSEMBLY 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation and I claim the benefit of U.S. Application No. 

10 16/736,345, now abandoned, filed on January i\ 2020 and U.S. Application No.

17/231,717 filed on April 15
th

, 2021.

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR

DEVELOPMENT 

15 Not Applicable 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT

Not Applicable 

20 (e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A

COMPACT DISC OR AS A TEXT FILE VIA THE OFFICE ELECTRONIC FILING 

SYSTEM. 

Not Applicable 

25 (f) STATEMENT REGARDING PRIOR DISCLOSURES BY THE INVENTOR OR

JOINT INVENTOR 

Not Applicable 

(g) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

30 (1) Field of the Invention.
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The disclosure relates to harness rope structures and more particularly pertains to 

a new harness rope structures for utilizing eye splices having fully buried rope ends which 

extend completely into their mating counterparts a sufficient distance such that a double 

layer of rope is created. It has been found that such a construction allows high strength 

5 materials that are otherwise susceptible to heat/friction damage, or are of such low 

friction that they do not typically retain a closed loop formation under stress, to be used 

safely for harness bridge ropes. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 CFR 1.97 and

10 1.98. 

15 

The prior art relates to harness ropes which are generally conventional and utilize 

rope materials that are of inferior strength but which have a higher coefficient of friction 

and a higher weight to strength ratio. 

(h) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the disclosure meets the needs presented above by generally 

comprising a main body including a rope that has a first end and a second end. The rope 

20 has a splice therein to form an eye loop in the main body. The eye loop is configured to 

engage a first bridge loop of a harness. The main body comprises a first portion including 

the first end and a second portion including the second end. The first portion extends 

through the second portion of the main body such that the first end is positioned adjacent 

to the second end. A distance between the first and second ends is less than 2.0 inches. 

25 

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more important features of the 

disclosure in order that the detailed description thereof that follows may be better 

understood, and in order that the present contribution to the art may be better appreciated. 

There are additional features of the disclosure that will be described hereinafter and 

30 which will form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto. 
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The objects of the disclosure, along with the various features of novelty which 

characterize the disclosure, are pointed out with particularity in the claims annexed to and 

forming a part of this disclosure. 

5 (i) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRA WING(S)

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

The disclosure will be better understood and objects other than those set forth 

above will become apparent when consideration is given to the following detailed 

description thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front view of a main body of a bridge rope assembly according to an 

embodiment of the disclosure. 

Figure 2 is a front view of a closed loop of an embodiment of the disclosure. 

Figure 3 is a front in-use view of an embodiment of the disclosure. 

Figure 4 is a front in-use view of an embodiment of the disclosure. 

Figure 5 is a side in-use view of an embodiment of the disclosure. 

Figure 6 is a front view of a rope used in forming a main body of an embodiment 

of the disclosure. 

Figure 7 is a front view of a step in forming the main body of an embodiment of 

the disclosure. 

Figure 8 is a front view of a single rope used in forming a friction hitch of an 

embodiment of the disclosure 

3  
108

Ex. 1005 
Crüzr v. Tethrd



Figure 9 is a front view of a step in forming a continuous loop of an embodiment 

of the disclosure. 

Figure IO is a front view of the continuous loop of an embodiment of the 

5 disclosure 

Figure 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 11-11 of Figure IO of an 

embodiment of the disclosure. 

10 (j) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to Figures 1 through 11 

thereof, a new harness rope structure embodying the principles and concepts of an 

embodiment of the disclosure and generally designated by the reference numeral 10 will 

15 be described. 

As best illustrated in Figures 1 through 11, the bridge rope assembly 10 generally 

includes a main body 12, as shown in Figures 1, 4, 6 and 7, comprising a rope 14 that has 

a first end 16 and a second end 18. The main body 12 has a splice 20 therein to form an 

20 eye loop 22 in the main body 12. The splice 20 may be a straight splice or a locked 

brummel splice. Each is well known in the art of rope manipulation within the harness 

arts. Generally, a locked brummel splice may be preferred as any buried tags (portions of 

rope extended within another portion of rope) cannot back themselves out as they are 

effectively "locked" in place with a knot. A downside of the locked brummel is the knot 

25 itself at the splice 20 which creates a bulge in the rope where the knot is formed. Buried 

tags that are the product of a straight splice are not locked in place and therefore can back 

themselves out when not under tension. However, a straight splice can be secured in 

place by stitching the resultant tag(s) in place once the tag is in a buried condition if 

desired. Generally, as it will be understood below, it is the splice 20 which creates one or 

30 two tags which is important. 
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The eye loop 22 is configured to engage a first bridge loop 24 of a harness 26 

utilized to support a person 28 secured to a tree 30. After the formation of the eye loop, 

the main body 12 comprises a first portion 32 including the first end 16 and a second 

portion 34 including the second end 18. The first portion 32 is then extended through the 

5 second portion 34 of the main body 12 by threading the first end 16 into the second 

portion 34 adjacent to the eye loop 22. The first end 16 of a conventional buried tag, i.e. 

first portion 32, is typically retained within the second portion 34 in close proximity to 

the eye loop 22. However, in the current disclosure, the eye loop 22 is positioned 

proximate a central area of the rope 14 such that the first end 16 can be extended 

10 adjacently to the second end 18, wherein the first 32 and second 34 portions each extend 

away from the eye loop 22. The first end 16 will typically remain within the second 

portion 34 and will be located less than 2.0 inches from the second end 18. 

The main body 12 includes a stop knot 36 in the second portion 34 adjacent to the 

15 second end 18 and therefore the stop knot 36 further includes the first portion 32 adjacent 

to the first end 16. The stop knot 36 may comprise, for example, a double fisherman's 

knot. 

The juncture of the first 16 and second 18 ends may be covered with a securing 

20 member or otherwise bonded together with known methods and/or mechanical structures. 

These may include mechanical stitching, staples, glue, friction/heat bonding and the like. 

One type of securing member may comprise a heat shrink wrap sleeve having an interior 

coated with an adhesive to ensure a strong bond between the sleeve and the main body 

12. The sleeve will extend in opposite directions away from a juncture of the first end 16

25 and the second portion 34 to ensure that that the first end 16 does not move relative to the 

second portion 34 and protects the juncture from damage, such as for example from 

fraying. After the shrink wrap is heated and adhered to the second portion 34, the extra 

length of section portion 34 extending beyond the first end 16 may be removed such that 

the first 16 and second 18 ends are flush with each other. 

30 
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The rope 14 may have a length from the first end 16 to the second end 18 between 

72.0 inches and 126.0 inches. The main body 12 may further comprise a .25 inch braided 

rope though other rope diameters are contemplated with the width being typically less 

than 0.50 inches and generally at least 0.1875 inches. The second end 18 extends away 

5 from the eye loop 22 between 0.5 inches and 3.0 inches farther away than the first end 16 

extends away from the eye loop 22, and more preferably less than 2.0 inches farther away. 

It should be understood that the first end 16 may extend outwardly of the second portion 

34 a short distance and either be trimmed back such that it is flush with or within 1.0 

inches of the second end 18 and thereafter secured in place. The burying of the first 

10 portion 32 within the second portion 34 may be facilitated with conventional 

threading/splicing tools 35. Increased friction between the first 32 and second 34 

portions due to the increased diameter of the second portion 34 prevents movement of the 

first 32 and second 34 portions relative to each other to minimize mechanical failure. The 

increased diameter of the second portion 34 will also result in increased friction between 

15 the main body 12 and a friction hitch positioned on the main body 12. This minimizes 

mechanical failure of the bridge rope assembly 10 during standardized drop testing. 

The main body 12 is comprised of a polyethylene, and in particular ultra high 

molecular weight polyethylene, typically known as UHMWPE. This material 

20 characteristically includes extremely long chains of polyethylene having 100,000 to 

250,000 monomer units per molecule. Such material is available from numerous 

suppliers. One such material is sold under the trademark Amsteel. Amsteel is a trademark 

of Samson Rope Technologies, Inc. located at 2090 Thorton Street, Ferndale, WA. This 

material may be blended with other materials; however, the rope may consist solely of 

25 UHMWPE. UHMWPE, while extremely strong, has a very low coefficient of friction. 

Therefore the extension of the first portion 32 through the second portion 34 further 

resists the movement of the first portion 32 outwardly away from the second portion 34 

while increasing a thickness of main body 12 such that it may be gripped easier. 
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In one embodiment, the main body 12 comprises a rope that is 95.0 inches long 

and is comprised of 0.25 inch diameter Amsteel. A splice 20 is created and a locked 

brummel used such that a 39.0 inch tag line (first portion 32) is formed which is buried 

into what will be an approximately 50.0 inch remainder (second portion 34) of the rope 

5 14. The widening of the second portion 34 to accept the first portion 32 causes the

second portion 34 to shorten in length which allows the first portion 32 to nearly extend 

through the second portion 34. Shrink wrap 40 is then applied over the second 34 portion 

at a juncture of the first end 16 and second portion 34. It is heated to form a bond with 

the second portion 34 and compresses the first 32 and second 34 portions together. After 

10 the shrink wrap is heated and adhered to the second portion 34, the extra length of the 

second portion 34 extending beyond the first end 16 may be removed such that the first 

16 and second 18 ends are flush with each other. The stop knot 36 is formed in the main 

body 12 adjacent to the shrink wrap 40 by way of a double fisherman's knot. The 

distance from the stop knot 36 to the eye loop 22 is approximately 31.0 inches. 

15 

A friction hitch 42, as shown particularly in Figures 2, 4, and 9-11, is positioned 

on the main body 12 between the stop knot 36 and the eye loop 22. The friction hitch 42 

is formed in a conventional manner and is configured to engage a second bridge loop 44 

of the harness 26. The friction hitch 42 comprises a closed loop 46. The closed loop 46 

20 is comprised of a single rope 48 that is formed into a continuous splice using a 

conventional method except wherein a pair of ends (first end 50 and second end 52) of 

the single rope 48 are each buried into the closed loop 46 a distance of at least 40% of a 

total circumference of the closed loop 46, more particularly between 40% and at least 

50% of the total circumference, though, for reasons stated below, a distance of less than 

25 50% may be preferred. 

Using conventional methods, the closed loop 46 is formed at with a splice 54 

drawn together by ends 50 and 52 being drawn through the splice 54. As with the main 

body 12, the splice 54 may be a locked brummel splice 54 or a straight splice with the 

30 same disadvantages as mentioned above except with two tag lines, as shown in Figure 9, 

7  
112

Ex. 1005 
Crüzr v. Tethrd



instead of one. The first 50 and second 52 ends are then drawn through, or buried, in the 

continuous loop 46 with the first end 50 being positioned on one side of the locked 

splices 54 and the second end 52 being positioned on the other side of the locked splices 

54. The first 50 and second 52 ends are thereby extending toward each other within the

5 closed loop 46. However, they will typically remain spaced apart a distance of between 

1.0 and 4.0 inches to create a narrow area 56 in the continuous loop 46 having a diameter 

that is less than a remainder of the continuous loop 46. Thus, the ends 50, 52 are each 

buried typically at least 40% and less than 50% of the total circumference of the 

continuous loop leaving the narrow area 56 to include less than 100% and greater than 

IO 80% of the total circumference. 

The single rope 48 of the closed loop 46 has a length between 40.0 inches and 

60.0 inches and the closed loop 46 will typically have a total circumference of between 

20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. The single rope 48 may further comprise a 3/16 inch braided 

15 rope, though other rope diameters are contemplated with the width being typically less 

than 0.50 inches and generally at least 0.125 inches. As with the main body 12, the 

friction hitch 42 is comprised of UHMWPE. By burying the first 50 and second 52 ends 

of the single rope 48 through a majority of the closed loop 46, the closed loop 46 will 

resist damage caused by movement of the first 50 and second 52 ends within closed loop 

20 46 while ensuring that the closed loop 46 remains intact. 

In one specific example of the friction hitch 42, the single rope 48 is 4 7 .0 inches 

long and is comprised of a 3/16 inch diameter of Amsteel rope, a type of braided rope 

comprised of UHMWPE. A brummel is formed 13.5'' from a center point of the single 

25 rope 48 with tag ends of the single rope 48 each being buried to form a resultant closed 

loop 46 having a circumference from 22" to 24" depending on the stretch of the single 

rope 46 as it is formed into the closed loop 46. The narrow area 56 has a length being 

equal to between 3.0 inches and 4.0 inches. The closed loop 46 is formed into the friction 

hitch using what is commonly referred to as a Prusik knot. 

30 

8  
113

Ex. 1005 
Crüzr v. Tethrd



In use, the eye loop 22 of the main body 12 is engaged on the first bridge loop 24 

of the harness 26. The friction hitch 42 is formed in a conventional manner on the main 

body 12 and second bridge loop 44. The friction hitch 42 is positioned between the eye 

loop 22 and knot 36. The friction hitch 42 is conventional and can be selectively 

5 loosened and moved along the main body 12. However, the materials and structure of the 

main body 12 and friction hitch 42 will prevent failure and allow UHMWPE materials to 

be used in such a manner that they will pass standardized drop tests. The narrow portion 

56 of the closed loop 46 will typically be engaged with the second bridge loop 44 and its 

narrow diameter will assist in locking it in grooves in the second bridge loop 44 should 

10 such be provided. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to be realized that the optimum 

dimensional relationships for the parts of an embodiment enabled by the disclosure, to 

include variations in size, materials, shape, form, function and manner of operation, 

15 assembly and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one skilled in the art, and 

all equivalent relationships to those illustrated in the drawings and described in the 

specification are intended to be encompassed by an embodiment of the disclosure. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the principles of the 

20 disclosure. Further, since numerous modifications and changes will readily occur to 

those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the disclosure to the exact construction 

and operation shown and described, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and 

equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the disclosure. In this patent 

document, the word "comprising" is used in its non-limiting sense to mean that items 

25 following the word are included, but items not specifically mentioned are not excluded. 

A reference to an element by the indefinite article "a" does not exclude the possibility that 

more than one of the element is present, unless the context clearly requires that there be 

only one of the elements. 
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Docket No. TETH143 

(k) CLAIM OR CLAIMS

I claim: 

1. A bridge rope assembly configured to couple together a tree rope to a first

bridge loop and a second bridge loop on a harness, the bridge rope assembly including: 

a main body comprising a rope having a first end and a second end, the main body 

having a splice therein to form an eye loop in the main body, the eye loop 

being configured to engage the first bridge loop, the main body comprising 

a first portion including the first end and a second portion including the 

second end, the first portion extending through the second portion of the 

main body such that the first end is positioned within the second portion 

adjacent to the second end; and 

a friction hitch being positioned on the main body between the second end and the 

eye loop, the friction hitch being configured to engage the second bridge 

loop, the friction hitch comprising a closed loop. 

2. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein the rope has a

length from the first end to the second end between 72.0 inches and 126.0 inches. 

3. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein a distance of the

eye loop to the second end is between 24.0 inches and 40.0 inches. 

4. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 3, wherein the main body

includes a stop knot in the second portion adjacent to the second end. 

5. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 4, further including a

securing member being positioned on the main body at a juncture of the first and second 

ends to retain the first and second ends at a static position relative to each other. 
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6. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 4, wherein the closed loop

comprises a single rope being formed into the closed loop 

7. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 6, wherein the single rope of

the closed loop has a length between 40.0 inches and 60.0 inches. 

8. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 7, wherein the closed loop

has a total circumference of between 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

9. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein the closed loop

has a total circumference of between 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

10. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 9, wherein the main body

and the friction hitch each are comprised of UHMWPE. 

11. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 1, wherein the main body is

comprised of UHMWPE. 

12. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 9, wherein a distance of the

eye loop to the second end is between 24.0 inches and 40.0 inches. 

13. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 12, wherein the closed loop

has a total circumference of between 20.0 inches and 30.0 inches. 

14. The bridge rope assembly according to claim 12, wherein a distance

between the first and second ends is less than 2.0 inches 
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5 

Client's Docket No. TETH143 

(1) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A bridge rope assembly includes a main body comprising a rope that has a first 

end and a second end. The rope has a splice therein to form an eye loop in the main body. 

The eye loop is configured to engage a first bridge loop of a harness. The main body 

comprises a first portion including the first end and a second portion including the second 

end. The first portion extends through the second portion of the main body such that the 

10 first end is positioned adjacent to the second end. A distance between the first and 

second ends is less than 2.0 inches. 
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