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coun-try wom-an (kunficowiom’an) 1. 1o A woman from
one's own connlry: a compatitot, 2, A woman from a particula:
country. 3. A woman who lives n the country or has country
ways

coun-ty (koun’té) n. pl -Hes, Abhr ¢o, 0. 1. An admin
istrative subdivision of a state in the United States 2.0, A tol
mtonal division exereisimg administrative, judieral, and political
functions m Great Britam and Ireland b The territory under the
junisdiction of a count ot carl 3, The penple living 1n o
|Middie EEnghsh counte, tevntorial division, from Old French
conte, the termtory of a count, fiom Medieval Latin comitatus,
from Late Latin, the office of count, from Lalin, retinue,
comes, conni-, companion. Sce @i= n Appendix | —coun’ty ad;

county agent » A government employee who serves as s con
sultant and adviser 1n a chiefly rural counly on such matters s
agriculture, education, anc home economics

county fair » A far usually held every vear at the same lo-
cation in a county, especially for the competitive showing of live-
stock and farm products.

county palatine . ). counties palatine. The domain of «
count palatine in England or Ireland

county seat . A town or city that is the administrative center
of its county.

county town n
shire town.

coun-ty-wide (koun’té-wid’) adre. & adj. Throughout «
whole county: jound at locations countywide, a countywide war
on drugs.

coup (kad) 2., pl. coups (kaoz). 1. A brilliantly executed strat-
agem: a masterstroke. 2. A coup d'état. 3, Among certain Nu
tive American peoples, a feat of bravery performed in battle, es-
pecially the touching of an enemy’s body without causing injury
—idiom. count coup. Among certain Native American peoples
to ceremoniously recount one's exploits in battle. (French, stroke.
frem Old French celp, from Late Latin colpus. See cope .|

coup de gréice (ko' ds gris’) n., pl. coups de gréce.
deathblow delivered to end the misery of a mortally wounded vic-
tim. 2, A finishing stroke or decisive event. [French
stroke + de, of + grdce, mercy.|

coup de main (ds mav/) n, pl. coups de main. A sudden
action undertaken to surprise an enemy. [French = coup. stroke,
blow + de, of + main, hand.|

coup d’é-tat (di-ti’) n, pl. coups d’état u: coup d'états
(-da-ta’). The sudden overthrow of a government by a usually
small group of persons in or previously in positions of authority
[French : coup, blow, stroke + de, of + etat, state.)

coup dethé-a-tre (dota-i’tra) n, pl coups de thédrre. 1.
A sudden, dramatic turn of events in a play. 2. An unexpected
and sensational event. especially one that reverses or negates a
prevailing situation. (French : coup, stroke + de, of + theatre,
theater|

coup d’oeil (derys) n, pl. coups doeil. A quick suvev: o
glance. [French : coup, stroke + de, of + vel, eve.

coupe‘ (koop) n. l.a. A dessert of ice cream or fruit-flavored
ice, garnished and served in a special dessert glass. b. The
stemmed glass in which a coupe is served. 2. A shallow, bow |-
shaped dessert dish.  [French, cup, from Late Latin cuppa.|

coupe? (koop) n. Variant of coupé (sense 2)

COU'pé (kon-pa’) n. V. A closed four-wheel carriage with two
seats inside and one outside. 2. Also coupe (kaop). A closed
two-door automobile. [French, from past participle of couper, to
cut, from coup, blow. See cour.|

Cou-pe-rin (koo-pa-r&x?, kdop-rax’). Feangois. |668 1733
French compuser who was cowrt orgamst at Versilles dwiing the
reign of Louis XIV.

cou-ple (kap’ol) n. V. Two items of the sume Kind: o pur. 2.
Sumething that jomns or connects two things together: a link. 3.
(used with a stng. or plocerb). @ Two people unted, as by be-
trothul or marnage. by Two people wgether & Informal. A tow,
several: a couple of duys. 8. Physics. A pan ol tarces ol equal
magnmitude scting n parallel but opposite directions capable ot
causing rotation but not tunslution. —couple ¢ -pled, -pling,
-ples. — . V. To Lk together; conmeet coupled fier wefusal
with an eoplunation. 2o@. To o as spouses. aeny - be o o
msexual union. Jo Electreedy To Ik (two cieutts o curtents)
as by magnetic mduction, — antro Vo To form paies; jom 20 To
umite sexually; copulate. 30 To o chenneddly —couple ad)
Informal. Two or few: "Erery couple years the wrge striees, to
haul off to a new siee” (Ganson Kedlor) [ Maddle English, fron
Old French, from Latin copula, bond, pair.|

Chiefly British. A county seat. Also called

coup,

SYNONYMS: couple, pair, brace, yoke. These nouns denote two
individuals of the same kind together. Couple does not necessarily
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