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Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their 

usage. Words that are known to have current trademark 

registrations are shown with an initial capital and are also 

identified as trademarks. No investigation has been made of 

common-law trademark rights in any word, because such 

investigation is impracticable. The inclusion of any word in 

this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the 

Publisher’s opinion as to whether or not it is subject to 

proprietary rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is 

to be regarded as affecting the validity of any trademark. 

American Heritage® and the eagle logo are registered 

trademarks of Forbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license 

agreement with Forbes Inc. 

Houghton Mifflin Company gratefully acknowledges Mead 

Data Central, Inc., providers of the LEXIS®/NEXIS® services, 

for its assistance in the preparation of this edition of 

The American Heritage® Dictionary. 

Copyright © 1996, 1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 

All rights reserved. 

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 

form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 

photocopying and recording, or by any information storage or 

retrieval system without the prior written permission of 

Houghton Mifflin Company unless such copying is expressly 

permitted by federal copyright law. Address inquiries to 

Reference Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Company, 222 

Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

The American heritage dictionary of the English language. 

— 8rd ed. 

p. cm. 

ISBN 0-395-44895-6 

1. English language — Dictionaries. 

PE1628.A623 1992 92-851 

423 —dce20 CIP 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

For information about this and other Houghton Mifflin 

trade and reference books and multimedia products, visit 

The Bookstore at Houghton Mifflin on the World Wide Web 

at http://www.hmco.com/trade/. 
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A woman who 

n holding the title of count 

various European 

Great Britain. 3. 

_ [Middle English countes, 

i conte, count. See couNT?.] 

house (koun! ting-hous’) ini ‘ 
nt a business firm carries on 

whicl 
and correspondence. 

ag). Incapable of being counted; innu- 

«incalculable. —count/less+ly adv. 

object, such as chair, or for an 

at speakers of @ language identify as 

¢ that can form a plural or occur in 

with an indefinite article, with nu- 

  

ns as Many 

«vl counts palatine. 1.a, Any of various 
sercising certain royal powers within their 

«count of the Holy Roman Empire hav- 
eswnhis own territories. b. A feudal lord hav- 

his lands. 2. The titled proprietor of a 
gland or Ireland 

‘s counstry-fied (kun/tri-fid’) adj. 1. Re- 
characteristics of country life; rural. 2. 

     

       

  

    

  

%, pl. tries, Ia, A nation or state. b. 

    

A region, territory, 

ures of topography, 
y. 4. A district out- 

@ country road; country 
sic, —idiom. in coun- rye mom US. military operations 

le Eng onger than the other four” fp Countre, from Old French con- My id yyy Cont , 
"The SN Su eon land) opposite, before, 
hae pendix | - ‘Om in Ap 

C&W, Cand 

period of “LU eg 

Ad) 

  

" Abbe 
W Sce coun- 

Se Ingen 
WoUsne: te Weller OUSNEss oY Tustic ways 

Heady line ans!) 8 of q, A folk dance of English © each other, 

Nig hg Anative «1° 4 Person , 
Hh" ils in i or nbabitant one's own 

‘ a iy A © count or i @ particular 
A 5 co “sie. py “Y great ists luntry ways, 

pul; _ ance, 
Sle based on the folk 

  

style of fhe southene nal United Stites onan the matic af 

boys nthe Minenean West Algo enlled country ened te 

country seat (kin tre s6ie} Any otate or maneion ph the 

comtry 
countryside (kin’io sid’) WA rural region 2. The 

Inhabitants of a mural region 

country singer n Music One wha sings country music 

coun-try: wide (kin! tre-wid?) ade & ad) Throughout o 

whole country: nationwide launched a fundraising campaign 
countryeides a countrinerde search 

country: WOM>AN (kuntiee-woam'on) yo Te A waman from 
one’s awh conntry: a compatriot 2. A woman from a particula? 

country, 3. A woman who lives in the country or has country 

ways 

counsty (koun/l@ », pl thes, Abbr ¢0, co. 1. An admin 
istrative subdivision of a state in the United States 2.a, A ter 
mional division exereisg administrative, judicial, and political 
functions nv Great Brita and Ireland) b. The territory under 

junsdietion of a count or car! 9. The penple living in 4 

[Middle inglish conte, territorial division, from Old French 
conte, the termory of a count, from Medieval Latin comitatus, 
from Late Latin, the office of count, from Latin, retinue, 

comes, comi-, companion. Sce ei in Appendix | —coun!ty ad) 

county agent » A governinent employee who a 
sultant and adviser ina chiefly rural county on such matters 
agriculture, education, ancl home economics. 

county fair on. A far usually held every year at the same lo- 
cation in a county, especially for the competitive showing of live- 

stock and farm products. 

county palatine ».. p/. counties palatine. The domain of « 
count palatine in England or Ireland 

county seat x. A town or city that is the administrative center 
of its county. 

county town 1 
shire town. 

coun-ty-wide (koun’té-wid’) ade. & adj. Throughout a 
whole county: found at locations countywide, a countywide war 
on drugs. 

COUP (Kod) x, pl. coups (kz). 1. A brilliantly executed stral- 

agem; a masterstroke, 2, A coup d'état. 3. Among certain Na 
tive American peoples, a feat of bravery performed in bat 
pecially the touching of an enemy's body without causing in 
idiom. count coup. Among certain Native American peoples 
to ceremoniously recount one's exploits in battle. {French, stroke. 
frem Old French cedp, from Late Latin colpus. See cure '.| 

coup de grdice (k6a’ da gras’) n., pl. coups de grace. 
deathblow delivered to end the misery of a mortally wounded vic- 
tim. 2, A finishing stroke or decisive event. {French 
stroke + d@e, of + grace, mercy.| 

coup de main (da max’) n., pl. coups de main, A sudden 
action undertaken to surprise an enemy. [French coup, stroke, 
blow + de, of + main, hand.| 

coup d’é-tat (da-ta’) », pl. coups d’état vr coup d’états 
(-da-ta’). The sudden overthrow of a government by a usttally 
small group of persons in or previously in positions of authority 
(French : coup, blow, stroke + de, of + etut, state} 

coup de thé-4-tre (do ta-a/tre) n., pl. coups de théatre. 1. 
A sudden, dramatic turn of events in a play. 2. An unexpected 
and sensational event. especially one that reverses or negates a 
prevailing situation. (French : coup, stroke + de, of + theatre, 

theater-| 

coup d’oeil (du-ya) n., pl. coups d’oeil, A quick survey; « 
glance. [French : coup, stroke + de, of + vel, eve. 

coupe! (koop) n. Ta. A dessert of ice cream ur fruit-flavored 

ice, garnished and served in a special dessert glass. b. The 
stemmed glass in which a coupe is served. 2. A shallow, bow |- 
shaped dessert dish. (French, cup, from Late Latin cuppa] 

coupe? (kodp) n. Variant of coupé (sense 2) 

coupé (ko@-pa’) no V. A closed four-wheel carriage with two 

seats inside and one outside. 2. Also coupe (kop). A closed 

two-door automobile. (French, from past participle of coupes, to 
cut, from coup, blow. See CoUP.| 

Cou-pe-rin (kOO-pa-ran?, kddp-ran’), Feangois. 1668 1733 

French composer who was court organist at Versialles during the 

reign of Louis XIV. 
cou-ple (kupfol) nV. Two items of the sume kind: a pair 2. 
Something that joins or connects two things togethers a link. 3. 
(used with a stag. or pl verb). a. Two people umted, as by be- 

trothal or marnage. b. Two people together 4 tnfarmal. A tew, 
several: a couple of days. 5. Physics. A pa of tarces of equal 
magmiude acting in parallel but opposite directions capable of 
Causing rotation but not truusletion, —couple ec -pled, -pling, 
ples, —6rW. To lath together, connect coupled fer renusal 

with ine ecplanation, 2.0. ‘fo jou as spotises miurry be Po youn 
im sexual union. 3. Klectrecety ‘Vo link (twoetreutts or curtents) 

as by magnetic miduction, utr TV, To form pans; jor 2. To 

unite sexually; copulate. 3. ‘To jour chemiealy —couple ad) 
Informal. ‘Two or few: “Meery couple years the urge strdces, to 

haul off to a new site” (Garrison Keilor) [Middle English. fron 

Old French, from Latin copula, bond, pair] 

Chiefly British. A county seat. Also called 

  

   

  

coup, 

    
  SYNONYMS: couple, pair, brace, yoke. These nouns denote two 

individuals of the same kind together. Couple does not nee 
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