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(57) ABSTRACT 

A stackin stacking tool case vertically stackable with additional 
stac ing tool cases having an identical confi t' h gura ion as a 
s e -s aped bottom part having an opening facin i 

bottom ar 
p vertical direction. A cover closes th 

' 
. T oses e opening. T e 

ottom part has stacking posts extending in the upward 
vertical direction, wherein the cover in a closed state of the 
tool case is arranged between the stacking posts. The stack- 
ing posts support a bottom part of a stacking tool case 1 d 
on top. 
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TOOL BOX 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This is a continuation of International Application 
PCT/EPOO/07504 with an international filing date of August 
3, 2000, not published in English under PCT Article 21(2), 
and now abandoned. 

Background of Invention 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention. 

[0003] The invention relates to tool box or tool case, in 
particular, for receiving portable working devices. The tool 
box or tool case can be stacked vertically and comprises a 
shell-shaped bottom part with an upwardly facing opening 
as well as a cover for closing the opening. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art. 

[0005] For storing and transporting portable working 
devices, such as hand-held electric tools, drills or the like as 
well as for heavy tools in general, a plurality of tool boxes 
are known which must fulfill several, partially contradictory 
requirements. For example, for storing new devices, the tool 
boxes enclosing them must be stackable easily and the 
storage space occupied by them should be as small as 
possible. This results in requirements demanding a stacking 
height as high as possible in connection with a compact 
configuration. Because of the resulting high mechanical 
loads acting on the tool box at the bottom of the stack, the 
tool boxes must be configured to be correspondingly strong. 
At the same time, a minimal weight of the tool box itself is 
desirable, for example, in order to enable easy handling of 
the tool box at a construction site. 

[0006] European patent 0 555 533 describes a stackable 
tool box or tool case for transportable machine tools which 
comprises a box or shell-shaped bottom part and a cover. 
Stacking several of these boxes is possible in that the bottom 
part of the box on top is placed onto the cover of the box 
arranged underneath, respectively. The cover of the box in 
the lower position, respectively, is secured between the 
bottom part of the lower box and the lower part of the box 
placed directly on top. In the stacked condition, such a cover 
must therefore be able to support the weight of one or 
several such stacked boxes and their contents. The cover is 
thus significantly stressed which can result in damage of the 
cover itself or of its hinges and closures. Connecting means 
are provided which enable a detachable connection between 
the bottom parts of two boxes that are directly stacked on 
top, respectively, and the formation of a contiguous transport 
unit comprised of several boxes. This supposedly provides 
the possibility of lifting the stack of boxes by engaging the 
uppermost box wherein the lower boxes are suspended from 
the top one, respectively, by means of the connecting means. 
For a tight connection which prevents or inhibits sliding of 
the boxes relative to one another a certain pretensioning 
force of the connecting means is required. 

[0008] In accordance with the present invention, this is 
achieved in that on the bottom part stacking posts are 
provided which extend in the vertical direction and between 
which a cover forming the lid of the tool box is positioned 
in the closed state. The bottom part of a tool box stacked on 
top is supported on these stacking posts. 

[0009] Accordingly, it is suggested to provide the bottom 
part of a tool box with stacking posts which extend in the 
vertical direction and between which a cover forming the lid 
is positioned in the closed state of the box. The bottom part 
and the stacking posts connected thereto are configured such 
that the bottom part of the tool box stacked on top is 
supported on the stacking posts of the lower tool box, 
respectively. In this way, the cover in the stacked state does 
not have to provide a static or supporting function. There- 
fore, it can be configured, particularly together with the 
possibly present hinges and closures, to be correspondingly 
lightweight and simple. Moreover, this provides the possi- 
bility of configuring the cover or lid in accordance with the 
requirements of the opening of the tool box to be covered 
and of the tools to be transported without having to take into 
account the static loading force during stack formation. 

[0010] In an expedient further embodiment, a drawer 
arrangement with a housing part and a horizontally slidable 
drawer, for example, for auxiliary delivery parts, is pro- 
vided. The drawer arrangement is configured to match the 
tool box in that the stacking posts, in particular, in the 
sidewalls, receive the weight forces so that the drawer is 
substantially free of any load. The drawer can therefore be 
pulled forwardly out of the housing part without detaching 
or releasing the connection to the tool box positioned above. 

[0011] In particular by providing a monolithic or unitary 
configuration of the stacking posts with the bottom part, a 
continuous force transmission without connecting locations 
that represent a weak point can be obtained so that high 
stacks can be formed even with heavy working devices 
inserted in the tool boxes. Possibly occurring impact loads, 
for example, at construction sites can be received in an 

improved way. In this connection, the cover expediently has 
a spacing in the vertical direction to the bottom part posi- 
tioned above in the stacked state of the tool boxes. In this 

way, it is ensured that, even when the cover, the bottom part 
or both are soiled, a force transmission in the stacked state 
from the bottom part to the cover positioned underneath is 
prevented. By means of the spacing it is also possible to 
open the cover at least somewhat in the stacked state so that 
it is possible to check whether the box in question within the 
stack contains a tool. 

[0012] Advantageously, two oppositely positioned side- 
walls of the bottom part extend laterally past the cover in the 
upward direction and in this way form support posts. The 
constructive expenditure for such a configuration is mini- 
mal. In the stacked state, the sidewalls are loaded within 
their plane so that a high bearing capacity is provided even 
for thin-walled and correspondingly lightweight configura- 
tions. 

Summary of Invention 

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
tool box or tool case of the aforementioned kind such that its 
stackability is improved and its loading in the stacked state 
is reduced. 

[0013] The cover positioned between the sidewalls can be 
designed to have a large surface area so that an unimpeded 
access to the contents of the tool box is enabled. Expedi- 
ently, the cover is connected with hinges to the back wall 
positioned between the sidewalls of the bottom part so that 
the cover is pivotable. The cover can be secured on the front 
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wall positioned opposite the back wall of the bottom part by 
closure means. By means of the connection with hinges the 
cover is fixed on the bottom part and cannot be lost. In 
connection with the laterally upwardly extending sidewalls, 
a free pivoting action of the cover is possible which facili- 
tates access to the interior of the tool box. Expediently, two 
closures are provided and displaced relative to the center of 
the front wall. In this way, on the one hand, a simple opening 
and closing of the cover is enabled because the operator can 
simultaneously actuate a closure with each hand. In connec- 
tion with the hinges this provides an excellent distribution of 
the force transmission between the cover and the bottom part 
which avoids pointed force peaks on the cover and enables 
a corresponding lightweight configuration. 

[0014] The closures are advantageously recessed relative 
to the outer contour of the tool box in the closed state. This 
prevents that the closures are accidentally impacted or tom 
olf and also contributes to the reduction of the required 
storage space when in the stacked state. The closures are 
advantageously configured such that upon closing of the 
cover they snap into place automatically so that the cover 
can no longer open automatically. This increases the security 
against accidental dropping of the contents of the tool box. 
For completely closing the closures, the closures are subse- 
quently manually pushed into their locking position. 

[0015] The stackability is further improved in that means 
are provided against sliding of the tool boxes stacked on top 
one another in a direction transverse to the vertical direction. 
These means are in particular projections and guide recesses 
or depressions which engage one another in a positive- 
locking way and are expediently provided with lateral slants. 
In this way, a precisely aligned stack formation with corre- 
sponding minimal storage space is enabled. When transport- 
ing the tool boxes, for example, in a vehicle, to a construc- 
tion site, relative sliding of tool boxes stacked on top one 
another is prevented. Because of the slants the formation of 
a stack is simplified because an upper tool box must not be 
placed precisely aligned onto the lower one but only 
approximately in the correct position because the lateral 
slants provide for sliding of the projections into the corre- 
sponding guide recesses. In particular, the projections are 
provided at the bottom part and are configured such that 
relative to its bottom they project vertically downwardly. In 
addition to their function as stacking aids, the projections 
can also take over the function of legs for a single tool box 
to be placed on the ground. 

[0016] In an advantageous configuration, the cover is 
provided with guide recesses which laterally adjoin the 
sidewalls, respectively. They are configured such that pro- 
jections of a bottom part positioned above and engaging 
them can be supported at the inner sides of the sidewalls. In 
this way, for realizing a lateral guiding action, the arrange- 
ment of guide recesses on the topside of the sidewalls is no 
longer required so that the sidewalls can be designed to be 
very narrow and the cover can be very wide. 

[0017] The guide recesses are expediently provided in the 
area of the back wall and the front wall wherein the guide 
recesses in the area of the front wall are separated from those 
in the area of the back wall by stop surfaces. In this 
connection, correspondingly shaped projections with match- 
ing stop surfaces are provided which engage these guide 
recesses when the boxes are stacked. The contacting stop 

surfaces serve in this connection as securing means against 
sliding in a direction from the front wall to the back wall and 
vice versa. In this connection, it may be expedient to provide 
an open design of the guide recesses in a direction toward 
the adjoining back wall or the adjoining front wall. In this 
way, it is possible, for example, to place a tool box in an 

inclined position from the front onto a lower tool box and to 
slide it to the rear in the direction toward the back wall. In 
this connection, the projections in the area of the front wall 
can glide into corresponding open guide recesses until the 
rearward projections in the area of the back wall are posi- 
tioned above their corresponding guide recesses and, in 
particular, are guided by the slants into the guide recesses 
and glide into them. 

[0018] As a further means for securing against sliding, in 

particular, in the direction parallel to the sidewalls, the 
sidewalls can have at their upwardly facing top side a recess 
and at the opposite bottom side a corresponding raised 
portion. When stacking the tool boxes, the raised portions 
positioned at the bottom of an upper tool box engage the 
corresponding recesses at the top side in the sidewalls of the 
lower tool box and thus provide positive locking action. In 
particular, the recesses and the raised portions are limited by 
inclined pressure surfaces which when the boxes are stacked 
can be placed against one another and, in a precise way, 
provide a precise positive-locking action such that the forces 
in the vertical as well as horizontal direction can be received 
by them. In this way, a precisely defined location of the force 
introduction is provided which can be reinforced locally by 
constructive means while the other areas of the sidewalls can 
be designed simply and light-weight. 

[0019] In this connection it may be expedient to shape the 

top side of the sidewalls convexly and the bottom side 
concavely. The concave curvature of the bottom side pre- 
vents that a single tool box placed onto a planar surface will 
contact the ground with its projection so that a tilting- 
resistant placement of the tool box is enabled. When forming 
a stack of the tool boxes, the concavely curved bottom sides 
of the sidewalls are positioned areally on the corresponding 
convexly curved topsides and enable an areal stable force 
transmission into the sidewalls without loading the cover. 
With the dilferently designed curvature of the top and 
bottom sides, the top side with the cover can be recognized 
by the user at first glance even absent any further markings 
so that placement of the tool box with its topside in an upside 
down position, and the corresponding well-known results 
upon opening the box in the upside down position, are 
prevented. 

[0020] In an advantageous configuration, means are pro- 
vided, in particular, for a detachable, positive-locking con- 
nection in the vertical direction of the tool boxes stacked on 
top one another so that it is possible to carry several stacked 
tool boxes by gripping a single handle. In connection with 
the above described means against lateral sliding, a positive- 
locking connection of individual tool boxes relative to one 
another is achieved in all three spatial direction so that the 
stack formed in this way can also be tilted laterally and 

subsequently, for example, by means of a handle connected 
to the front side can be lifted and carried. The corresponding 
connecting means are expediently provided on the support 
posts and, in particular, on the sidewalls formed by the 
support posts. With such a configuration, additional rein- 
forcements are not needed because of the already present 
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bearing capacity of the sidewalls so that the remaining areas 
of the tool box can be of a corresponding lightweight 
construction. For this purpose, in the area of the top side and 
the bottom side of the two sidewalls, a rib is provided, 
respectively, wherein the upper rib of the lower tool box and 
a neighboring lower rib of the upper tool box stacked on top 
are engaged by a clamp. This configuration comprising a 

clamp and ribs provides a high carrying capacity despite its 
simple constructive design and despite its minimal manu- 

facturing expenditure. 

[0021] The clamps are expediently pivotably secured on 
the respective sidewalls so that they will not be lost in the 
released state. The clamps or brackets can advantageously 
be configured as pivotable holding grips so that they have a 
double function. The clamps in the lower area of a tool box 
stack connect the tool boxes positive-lockingly with one 
another in the vertical direction while the uppermost clamps 
are pivoted laterally outwardly and can be used as holding 
grips for lifting or carrying the entire stack. By providing 
locking recesses in which the means for providing the 
positive-locking connection can be immersed, the required 
storage space is minimal. For example, in the case of 
adjacently positioned stacks in a shelf system, individual 
tool boxes can be pulled out forwardly without the lateral 
clamps of neighboring stacks becoming hooked or catching 
on one another. 

[0022] As a securing means for unauthorized access to a 
valuable device stored in the tool box, the cover is expedi- 
ently secured on the bottom part so as to be locked by a key. 
For this purpose, in the front wall and in the adjacent area 
of the cover an opening is provided in a simple and elfective 
configuration through which, for example, a padlock can be 
pushed. 

[0023] For obtaining a high bearing capacity with minimal 
weight and acceptable manufacturing costs, the tool box 
and, in particular, its bottom part, the cover, and the clamps 
are manufactured of plastic material. In the case of a 
complex geometric configuration of the tool box, processing 
of the plastic material by way of injection molding is 
expedient. For a high bearing capacity in connection with a 

corresponding impact resistance and excellent processabil- 
ity, polypropylene or ABS (acrylonitrile butadiene styrene) 
have been found to be expedient. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0024] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tool box with 
sidewalls formed as stacking posts. 

[0025] Fig. 2 is a perspective illustration of a stack of tool 
boxes with connecting clamps embodied as holding grips. 

[0026] Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing a detail of the 
stack according to Fig. 2 in the area of the holding grip. 

[0027] Fig. 4 is a front view of the tool box according to 
Fig. 1. 

[0028] Fig. 5a top view of the tool box of Fig. 1. 

[0029] Fig. 6 is a side view of the tool box of Fig. 1. 

[0030] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of another embodiment 
of the tool box according to Fig. 1. 

[0031] Fig. 8 shows another embodiment of the tool box 
according to Fig. 1 with shock absorbing elements. 

[0032] Fig. 9 is an overview illustration of a drawer 
arrangement together with a tool box stacked on top. 

Detailed Description 

[0033] Fig. 1 illustrates a tool box according to the inven- 
tion whose bottom part 2 has an opening 3 facing upwardly 
in the vertical upward direction 1. The cover 4 is provided 
to close the opening 3. The cover 4 is pivotably secured in 
the area of the back wall 7 of the bottom part 2 by means of 
hinges 8 illustrated in detail in Fig. 5 and in the area of the 
front wall 9, opposite the back wall 7, secured in the closed 
state by two closures 10. However, an embodiment may be 
expedient in which the cover 4 can be detachably secured 
without hinges 8 by means of additional closures 10 or 
snap-on connections on the back wall 7 and/or on the 
sidewalls 6. The two sidewalls 6 of the bottom part 2 are 
extended laterally upwardly past the cover 4 in the upward 
direction and form stacking posts 5. It may be expedient to 
provide separately configured stacking posts 5 in the area of 
the sidewalls, the back wall 7 and/or the front wall 9. A 
carrying grip or handle 31 is provided on the front wall 9 and 
is pivotable about an axis 33 in the direction of arrow 32. 
The carrying grip 31 and the two closures 10 are recessed in 
the illustrated rest position or closed position relative to the 
outer contour of the tool box. The cover 4 and the bottom 
part 2 have in the area of the front wall 9 an opening 29, 30, 
respectively, through which a padlock can be pushed for 
locking the cover 4 on the bottom part 2. It is also possible 
to provide an arrangement of an integrated number lock or 
the like. Means 12 against sliding of the tool boxes trans- 
verse to the vertical direction 1 are provided in the area of 
the bottom part 2, the cover 4, and the sidewalls 6. The 
means 12 against sliding will be explained in more detail in 
the following. 

[0034] Fig. 2 shows a variant of the tool box according to 
Fig. 1. Two tool boxes 34, 35 are stacked on top one another 
and have means 23 for a positive-locking connection in the 
vertical direction 1 of stacked tool boxes. The sidewalls 6 are 
embodied as stacking posts 5. The top sides 18 of the 
sidewalls 6 facing upwardly in the upward vertical direction 
1 have a recess 19, respectively, and the opposite bottom 
sides 20 have a corresponding raised portion 21, respec- 
tively, which are delimited laterally by pressure surfaces 22. 
In this connection, the raised portion 21 of the upper tool box 
34 engages the matching recess 19 of the lower tool box 35 
wherein the respective pressure surfaces 22 rest against one 
another and support one another within the plane of the 
sidewalls 6 counter to the upward vertical direction 1 and 
transversely thereto. The cover 4 of the lower tool box 35 is 
closed and rests between the sidewalls 6 forming the stack- 
ing posts 5. It has a vertical spacing a (Fig. 2) in the upward 
vertical direction 1 relative to the bottom part 2 of the tool 
box 34 stacked on top. 

[0035] A locking recess 28 is provided in the sidewalls 6. 
A rib 25 is provided in the recess 28 adjacent to the topside 
18, and a rib24 is provided adjacent to the bottom side 20. 
A clamp 26, which is embodied as a holding grip 27 and is 
comprised of injection-molded plastic material, is arranged 
in the locking recess 28. The clamp 26 can be lifted from its 
position in dashed lines in the direction of the double arrow 
36 and pivoted in the direction of the double arrow 37. The 
bracket or clamp 26 together with the ribs 24, 25 forms a 
means for a positive-locking connection of the upper tool 
box 34 with the lower tool box 35 in the vertical direction. 
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[0036] The means 12 against sliding transversely to the 
vertical direction 1 provided on the tool boxes 35, 34 
comprise also positive-locking engaging projections 13 and 
guide recesses 14 which adjoin the sidewalls 6 in the area of 
the front wall 9 and in the area of the back wall 7. The 
projections 13 are arranged on the respective bottom part 2 
and are configured relative to its bottom 40 so that they 
project from the bottom 40 and can be used, if needed, as 
legs. The guide recesses 14 are open on both ends in their 
longitudinal direction so that their positive-locking support 
action is active in the stacked state transversely to the plane 
of the sidewalls 6. 

[0037] Fig. 3 shows in a sectional detail view the arrange- 
ment of Fig. 2 in which the clamp 26 of the upper tool box 
34 is illustrated in a rest position and is immersed into the 
locking recess 28 relative to the outer contour of the tool box 
34. In this position, the clamp 26 on the holding grip 27 can 
be gripped and the stack, comprised of the upper tool box 34 
and the lower tool box 35, can be lifted. In the area of the 

upper rib 25 a stop 38 for the clamp 26, which is movable 
in the direction of the double arrow 36, is provided. In the 
area of the lower tool box 35 the clamp 26 is illustrated in 
a position in which, by means of a combined lifting and 

pivot movement in the direction of the arrows 36, 37 (Fig. 
2), it engages the lower rib 24 of the upper tool box 34 and 
the neighboring upper rib 25 of the lower tool box 35. In this 

way, a positive locking connection in the vertical direction 
1 is realized. The positive-locking connection of the clamp 
26 with the ribs 24, 25 can be provided by clamping or 
snapping into place. It may also be expedient to provide an 
elastic spring element for forcing the clamp 26 into place. 

[0038] Fig. 4 shows a tool box in a front view illustrating 
that the two closures 10 described before are symmetrically 
arranged laterally to the centerline 11. The cover 4 has 
adjacent to the sidewalls 6 guide recesses 14 which are 
provided with lateral slants 15. On the bottom part 2, 
correspondingly shaped projections 13 with lateral slants 15 
are provided for engagement of the guide recesses 14 of the 
tool box arranged underneath. The guide recesses 14, which 
are positioned farthest outwardly and adjoin the respective 
sidewalls 6, are configured such that the corresponding 
projections 13 of a bottom part positioned above, but not 
illustrated, can contact the inner sides 39 of the sidewalls 6. 

[0039] Fig. 5 shows a plan view of the tool box of Fig. 4 
in which the guide recesses 14 are arranged in the area of the 
front wall 9 and the back wall 7. A portion of the guide 
recesses 14 in the area of the front wall 9 and the corre- 
sponding guide recesses 14 in the area of the back wall 7 
have stop surfaces 16. By means of these stop surfaces 16 
the oppositely positioned guide recesses 14 are separated 
from one another such that guiding a projection 13 there- 
through in a direction of its longitudinal axis is impaired. 
The projections 13 engaging these guide recesses 14 are 
described in connection with Fig. 6 in more detail and have 
corresponding stop surfaces 17. The cover 4 is pivotably 
connected by three hinges 8 to the back wall 7 of the bottom 
part 2 (which bottom part has been illustrated in more detail 
in the preceding Figures). 

[0040] Fig. 6 shows in a side view the tool box according 
to Figs. 4 and 5 in which the topside 18 of the sidewall 6 is 
convexly curved and the bottom side 19 is curved concavely 
in a matching way. The projections 13 in the area of the back 

wall 7 and the back wall 9 of the bottom part 2 have stop 
surfaces 17 which face one another. In the stacked state, the 
surfaces 17 rest against the stop surfaces 16, illustrated in 
Fig. 5, and prevent sliding in the longitudinal direction of the 
guide recesses 14 of Fig. 5. The projections 13 project 
downwardly, opposite to the upward vertical direction 1, 
relative to the bottom 48 and the projection 21 in the 
sidewall 6 and thus provide support legs. 

[0041] Fig. 7 shows in a perspective view another embodi- 
ment of the tool box according to the invention in which the 
cover 4 covers the entire base surface of the bottom part 2 
with the exception of the central area of the sidewalls 6. The 
central area of the sidewalls 6 project laterally past the cover 
4 in the upward direction and form s stacking post 5 only in 
the area of the recess 19. The pressure surfaces 22 on the 
cover 4 are configured such that relative to the correspond- 
ing pressure surfaces 22 they are spaced relative to the 
projection 21 on the bottom side in the stacked state and 

provide only a securing function relative to lateral sliding. A 
carrying handle 31 indicated in dashed lines can be provided 
as an optional feature on the cover 4. 

[0042] A further embodiment is illustrated in Fig. 8 in 
which elastic shock absorbing elements 41 are provided on 
the sidewalls 6 which reduce an impact loading, for 
example, of large or tall stacks of boxes. 

[0043] Fig. 9 shows in a perspective illustration a tool box 
34 which is stacked in a vertical direction 1 onto a tool box 
in the form of a drawer arrangement 42 positioned under- 
neath. The drawer arrangement 42 has a housing part 43 
including sidewalls 6 and an intermediately positioned cover 
4 fixedly connected to the sidewalls 6. The sidewalls 6 of the 
housing part 43 form stacking posts 5 for the tool box 34 
positioned on top. Between the stacking posts 5 a drawer 44 
is horizontally slidable into and out of the housing part 43 in 
the direction of double arrow 45. The weight forces which 
result from the stack formation are received by stacking 
posts 5 so that the drawer 44 is substantially free of any load. 
The housing part 43 with regard to further details, in 

particular, in the area of the sidewalls 6 and the cover 4 is 
configured comparably to the tool boxes described above in 
order to enable a stack formation with the described advan- 

tages, in particular, with regard to the securing action against 
lateral sliding. 

[0044] While specific embodiments of the invention have 
been shown and described in detail to illustrate the inventive 
principles, it will be understood that the invention may be 
embodied otherwise without departing from such principles. 

Claims 
1. WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 1. A stacking tool case 

vertically stackable with additional stacking tool cases hav- 

ing an identical configuration; the stacking tool case com- 
prising: a shell-shaped bottom part (2) having an opening (3) 
facing in an upward vertical direction (I); a cover (4) 
configured to close the opening (3); wherein the bottom part 

(2) comprises stacking posts (5) extending in the upward 
vertical direction (I), wherein the cover (4) in a closed state 
of the tool case is arranged between the stacking posts (5); 
wherein the stacking posts (5) are configured to support a 
bottom part (2) of a stacking tool case placed on top. 

2. The tool case according to claim 1, wherein the cover 
(4) has a spacing (a) in the upward vertical direction (I) to 
the bottom part (2) of the stacking tool case placed on top. 
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3. The tool case according to claim 1, wherein the bottom 
part (2) has two opposed sidewalls (6) having portions 
extending upwardly passed the cover (4), wherein the por- 
tions form the stacking posts (5). 

4. The tool case according to claim 3, wherein the bottom 
part (2) has a back wall (7) extending between the two 
opposed sidewalls (6) and a front wall (9) positioned oppo- 
site the back wall (7) and extending between the two 
opposed sidewalls (6), wherein the back wall (7) has hinges 

(8) connecting the cover (4) pivotably to the back wall (7), 
the tool case further comprising closure means (10) securing 
the cover on the front wall (9). 

5. The tool case according to claim 4, wherein the closure 
means (10) comprise two closures (10) arranged laterally 
displaced relative to a vertical center of the front wall (9). 

6. The tool case according to claim 4, wherein the closure 
means (10) are recessed relative to an outer contour of the 
tool case in the closed state of the tool case. 

7. The tool case according to claim 4, further comprising 
means (12) for preventing sliding of the tool case in a 
direction transverse to the upward vertical direction (1) 
relative to the stacking tool case placed on top. 

S. The tool case according to claim 7, wherein the means 

(12) for preventing sliding of the tool case are comprised of 
projections (13) and guide recesses (14), wherein the pro- 
jections (13) and the guide recesses (14) engage one another 
positive-lockingly. 

9. The tool case according to claim 8, wherein the projec- 
tions (13) and the guide recesses (14) have lateral slants 

(15) 
10. The tool case according to claim 8, wherein the 

projections (13) are provided on the bottom part (2) and 

project from a bottom (40) of the bottom part downwardly 
in a direction counter to the upward vertical direction (1). 

11. The tool case according to claim 8, wherein the guide 
recesses (14) are arranged on the cover (4) laterally adjoin- 
ing the sidewalls (6), respectively, wherein the projections 
(13) of the bottom part (2) of the tool case placed on top are 
positioned on an inner side of the sidewalls (6), respectively. 

12. The tool case according to claim 8, wherein the guide 
recesses (14) are arranged near the back wall (7) and near the 
front wall (9) and are separated from one another by stop 
surfaces (16), wherein the projections (13) are shaped to 
match the guide recesses (14) and have stop surfaces (17) 
matching the stop surfaces (16) of the guide recesses (14). 

13. The tool case according to claim 12, wherein the guide 
recesses (14) are open in a direction toward the back wall (7) 
and the front wall (9) adjoining the guide recesses (14), 
respectively. 

14. The to a case according to claim 7, wherein the 
sidewalls (6) have a top side (18) facing upwardly in the 
upward vertical direction (1) and a bottom side (20) opposite 
the top side (18), wherein the top side (18) has a recess (19) 

and wherein the bottom side (20) has a matching raised 
portion (21) for engaging the recess (19) of the top side (18) 
of a tool case positioned underneath, wherein the recess (19) 
and the raised portion (21) have matching pressure surfaces 
(22) providing a support action within a plane of the 
sidewalls (6) . 

15. The tool case according to claim 14, wherein the top 
side of the sidewalls (6) is convexly curved and the bottom 
side (20) is concavely curved. 

16. The tool case according to claim 14, further compris- 
ing means (23) for positive-lockingly connecting in the 
upward vertical direction (1) identical tool cases (34, 35) in 
a stacked arrangement. 

17. The tool case according to claim 16, wherein the 
means (23) for positive-lockingly connecting are provided 
on the stacking posts (5). 

18. The tool case according to claim17, wherein the means 

(23) for positive-lockingly connecting are ribs (24, 25) at the 
top side (18) and the bottom side (20) of the sidewalls (6) 
and clamps (26) for engaging the ribs (24, 25). 

19. The tool case according to claim 18, wherein the 
clamps (26) are secured pivotably on the sidewalls (6). 

20. The tool case according to claim 19, wherein the 
clamps (26) are pivotable holding grips (27). 

21. The tool case according to claim 16, further compris- 
ing a locking recess (28), wherein the means for positive- 
lockingly connecting are immersible into the locking recess 
(28). 

22. The tool case according to claim 1, wherein the cover 
(4) is secured lockably on the bottom part (2). 

23. The tool case according to claim 22, wherein the 
bottom part (2) has a front wall (9), wherein the front wall 
and adjoining area of the cover (4) have an opening (29, 30), 
respectively, for receiving a locking device. 

24. The tool case according to claim 1, wherein the 
bottom part (2) has a front wall (9) and a pivotable carrying 
handle (31) arranged on the front wall (9). 

25. The tool case according to claim 24, wherein the 
carrying handle (31) is configured to be pivoted into a 
recessed position within a contour of the tool case. 

26. The tool case according to claim 17, wherein the 
bottom part (2), the cover (4) and the clamps (26) are made 
of plastic material. 

27. The tool case according to claim 25, wherein the 
bottom part (2), the cover (4), and the clamps (26) our 
injection-molded parts. 

28. The tool case according to claim 1, further comprising 
a drawer (43), wherein the bottom part and the cover form 
a housing part (43) receiving the drawer (44) horizontally, 
wherein the drawer (44) is positioned between the vertically 
upwardly extending stacking posts (5). 
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