
EXHIBIT 2002 
June 5, 2024 Notice Letter 

Meridian Ex. 2002 
ToughBuilt v. Meridian 

IPR2025-01461



 Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP 

999 Peachtree St., N.E., Suite 2300 

Atlanta, GA  30309-3996 

D: +1 404.853.8926 

F: +1 404.853.8806 

jeremyspier@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP is part of a global legal practice, operating through various separate and distinct legal entities, under 

Eversheds Sutherland.  For a full description of the structure and a list of offices, please visit www.eversheds-sutherland.com. 

 

51246951.1 

June 5, 2024 

Via Certified Mail 
Wexler Burkhart Hirschbert & Unger, LLP 

377 Oak Street 
Concourse Level 
Garden City, NY 11530 

 
Re: Infringement of Patents Owned by Meridian International Co., Ltd. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 We represent Meridian International Co., Ltd. ("Meridian") with regard to its intellectual 
property matters, including its patent portfolio. Meridian's patent portfolio is a matter of public 
record. 

 It has come to Meridian's attention that ToughBuilt Industries, Inc. ("ToughBuilt") is 
offering for sale and selling several stackable containers in the United States. This activity 
infringes certain claims of at least U.S. Patent No. 11,986,946 (the "Asserted Patent"), which is 
owned by Meridian. Meridian therefore requires that ToughBuilt immediately cease and desist 

the infringing activities.  

 Enclosed is a copy of the Asserted Patent for your reference. The Asserted Patent 

pertains to a system for stackable containers, as set forth in the claims.  

 We hope that this notice will lead ToughBuilt to cease its activities to the satisfaction of 
Meridian so that it will not be necessary to pursue formal legal action.  

I. Basis for Infringement 

 ToughBuilt has, at the very least, offered for sale and sold modular stackable storage 
boxes, including, but not limited to, all products in the StackTech product line 
(https://stacktech.toughbuilt.com/catalog/) in the United States via at least the ToughBuilt 

website (https://stacktech.toughbuilt.com/) and the Lowe's website  
(https://www.lowes.com/pl/Toughbuilt-stacktech/2310026055008), and at the Lowe’s stores.  

We have investigated ToughBuilt's offering and compared the Accused Products to the 

elements of the various claims of the Asserted Patent. That comparison, as shown in Exhibit B 
attached hereto, indicates that the Accused Products infringe one or more claims of the Asserted 
Patent.  

II. Resolution of the Infringement 

 The use, manufacture, import, offer for sale, and sale of the Accused Products 
constitutes infringement of the Asserted Patent in violation of Section 271 of the U.S. Patent Act.  

 Patent infringement is a serious matter and Meridian expects third parties to respect its 
patent rights. Meridian is prepared to try to resolve this matter amicably before initiating 
litigation provided that ToughBuilt cooperates promptly and fully.  
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 If ToughBuilt has any desire to resolve this matter amicably, we request that ToughBuilt 
immediately confirm in writing that it will:  

1.  immediately cease and desist from all further activity relating to the Accused 
Products, including manufacturing, importing, offering for sale, selling, delivering, or 

servicing the Accused Products;  
  
 2. immediately instruct any third parties to which the Accused Products have been 

sold to cease and desist from all further activity relating to the Accused Products, 
including importing, offering for sale, selling, delivering, or servicing the Accused 
Products;  

3.  provide (i) a listing of all third parties to which the Accused Products have been 

sold and (ii) confirmation that the third parties have been notified and agreed to cease 
and desist importing, offering for sale, selling, delivering, or servicing the Accused 

Products; 

4. provide a listing of any of ToughBuilt's products other than those listed above 
that practice the technology of the Asserted Patent; and  

5. provide a listing of any affiliates manufacturing, importing, offering for sale, 
selling, delivering, or servicing the Accused Products or any products practicing the 
technology of the Asserted Patent. 

 
 We look forward to receiving ToughBuilt's confirmation on these points to later than June 
21, 2024. Although Meridian is interested in attempting to resolve this dispute, if Meridian does 
not receive a satisfactory response to all of these requests by June 21, 2024, Meridian will file 
the attached complaint against ToughBuilt in the Central District of California. Meridian also 

intends to pursue a preliminary injunction and willfulness charges.  
 
 The above is written without prejudice to any of Meridian's rights, claims, or remedies, 
all of which are expressly reserved.   
 
 
 Sincerely,  

 /Jeremy D. Spier/ 

 Jeremy D. Spier 

 Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP 
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Claim 1 

A storage box comprising: 

 

 

   a first connection part disposed on one 

area of said storage box, connectable to a 

second connection part of another 

storage box; 

 
 

 

First connection part – entire locking 

system present on the main storage box 

 

Second connection part – slot on the lid 

of the second storage box that the 

locking system fits into and is secured to 

 

 

   wherein, said first connection part 

comprises 
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      a mounting body 

 

 

Portion of the locking system that holds 

the locking buckle and attaches to the 

rest of the box. First image shows the 

mounting body attached, and the second 

image shows the mounting body 

removed from the box.  

      a locking buckle movable with 

respect to said mounting body, and  

 

Rectangular protrusion is the locking 

buckle; slides in and out with respect to 

the opening in the mounting body, and is 

automatically lockable with the mating 

part by action of the resilient member  

      a first resilient member keeping said 

locking buckle automatically in a locked 

state 

 

One or both pins are the resilient 

member; the pins slide within the slots 

shown as the locking buckle gets pushed 

back, but are stiff enough to keep the 

locking buckle secure within the second 

connection part when locked 
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   wherein, said second connection part 

of the other storage box comprises a 

mating part interlockable with the 

locking buckle;  
 

Slot into which the locking buckle is 

received 

   wherein the locking buckle is 

configured to slide inward with respect 

to the mounting part so that the locking 

buckle is automatically lockable with the 

mating part of the other storage box by 

action of the first resilient member when 

the locking buckle is aligned with the 

mating part of the other storage box;  

 
 

As the storage box is lowered onto the 

second box, the locking buckle contacts 

the edge of the mating part of the second 

box. When the box is pushed down, the 

locking buckle is forced in in a manner 

that releases the buckle into the locked 

configuration (fully deployed from the 

mounting part) so that it sits within the 

slot of the mating part 

 

 

   a locking part cooperating with the 

locking buckle, wherein manual 

movement of the locking part causes the 

locking buckle to move to an unlocked 

state; and  

 

Locking part is both the circled parts, 

which are attached. The vertical 

component is the "trigger" that is 

connected to the lever the user pushes to 

unlock the boxes. This automatically 

snaps into the "locked" state when the 

boxes lock together. The horizontal bar, 

which extends along the length of the 

box, is what actually engages with the 

other components of the locking system 

to lock/unlock the boxes 

   a stop part, wherein when the stop part 

projects outward with respect to a 

locking path of the locking part, said 

locking part is not automatically lockable 

and said first connection part is in a state 

of remaining unlocked from said second 

connection part;  

 
 

Pivoting member that pivots with respect 

to the locking part. When unlocked (as 

shown) the stop part is lowered and 

catches on an internal wall structure that 

prevents movement of the locking part in 

the locking direction. This is only 

released when the locking buckle gets 
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full deployed, and the locking part 

triggers movement of the stop part back 

to its resting position. 

   wherein the stop part is retractable, 

said stop part being extended when said 

first connection part is in a holding 

unlocked state with said second 

connection part of the other storage box, 

and said stop part being compressed 

when said first connection part is in a 

locked state with said second connection 

part.   
 

 

Stop part has two positions, the unlocked 

position (extended, above) and the 

locked position (retracted, below) 
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Claim 11 

A storage box comprising:  See Claim 1   

a first connection part disposed on one 

area of said storage box connectable to a 

second connection part of another storage 

box;  

See Claim 1  

wherein, said first connection part 

comprises a mounting body, a locking 

buckle movable with respect to the 

mounting body, and a first resilient 

member located between said mounting 

body and said locking buckle, wherein 

said first resilient member keeping said 

locking buckle automatically in a locked 

state;  

See Claim 1  

wherein, said second connection part of 

the other storage box comprises a mating 

member interlockable with the locking 

buckle,  

See Claim 1  

wherein the locking buckle is configured 

to slide inward with respect to the 

mounting part so that the locking buckle is 

automatically lockable with the mating 

part of the other storage box by action of 

said first resilient member when the 

locking buckle is aligned with the mating 

part of the other storage box; 

See Claim 1  

a locking part cooperating with the 

locking buckle, wherein manual 

movement of the locking part causes the 

locking buckle to move to an unlocked 

state; and 

See Claim 1  
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a stop part, wherein when the stop part 

projects outward with respect to a locking 

path of the locking part, said locking part 

is not automatically lockable and said first 

connection part is in a state of remaining 

unlocked from said second connection 

part;  

See Claim 1  

a second resilient member, and  

 

Spring that biases the stop member in the 

different positions 

   wherein the locking part comprises of a 

slot, and  

 

Opening in the horizontal member of the 

locking part 

   wherein the stop part is biased outward 

from the slot by the second resilient 

member, wherein the stop part moves 

perpendicular with respect to a sliding 

path of the locking part.  

 

Spring biases the stop part outward as 

shown 

Stop part moves up and down (vertically), 

and the locking part moves from left to 

right (horizontally) 
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Claim 15 

A storage box comprising: See claim 1  

a first connection part disposed on one 

area of said storage box, wherein the 

first connection part comprises  

See claim 1   

     a mounting body,  See claim 1  

     a locking buckle movable with 

respect to the mounting body, and  

See claim 1  

     a first resilient member located 

between the mounting body and the 

locking buckle to bias the locking 

buckle automatically outward in a 

locked state;  

See claim 1  

a locking part configured to move along 

a horizontal path and to cooperate with 

the locking buckle, wherein manual 

movement of the locking part along the 

horizontal locking path causes the 

locking buckle to move between an 

unlocked state retracted with respect to 

the mounting body and a locked state 

extended with respect to the mounting 

body;  

 

Locking part is both the circled parts, 

which are attached. The vertical 

component is the "trigger" that is 

connected to the lever the user pushes to 

unlock the boxes. This automatically 

snaps into the "locked" state when the 

boxes lock together. The horizontal bar 

is what actually engages with the other 

components of the locking system to 

lock/unlock the boxes 

Moving the trigger portion of the 

locking path causes movement of the 

locking buckle that causes 

locking/unlocking 

a stop part combined to the locking part 

comprising  

See claim 1  
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     an unlocked state corresponding to 

the unlocked state of the locking buckle 

with the stop part extended from the 

locking part, and the locking buckle 

held retracted with respect to the 

mounting body, and   

When unlocked, stop part is biased 

outward and locking buckle is 

substantially retracted within the slot of 

the mounting body 

     a locked state corresponding to the 

locked state of the locking buckle with 

the stop part retracted with respect to 

the locking part and the locking buckle 

held extended with respect to the 

mounting body; and   

When locked, stop part is retracted 

inward and substantially aligned with 

the locking part, and the locking buckle 

protrudes out of the mounting body slot 

a second connection part disposed on 

another area of said storage box, 

wherein the second connection part 

comprises  

See claim 1  

     a mating part that corresponds to the 

locking buckle; 

See claim 1  

wherein said locking part further 

comprises a holding slot opened on the 

locking part, and  

See claim 11  

further comprising a second resilient 

member combined between the holding 

slot and the stop part, 

See claim 11  

wherein the stop part is extended from 

the slot in the locking part when the stop 

part is in the unlocked state, and 

wherein the stop part is retracted in the 

slot in the locking part when the stop 

part is in the locked state.  

See claim 11  
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