
EXHIBIT 2021 
May 5, 2026 Correspondence Regarding 

Depositions 

Meridian Exhibit 2021 
Toughbuilt v. Meridian 

IPR2025-01462



From: Melissa Haapala
To: Halsey, Anna; PTAB Account; Richard M. Bemben; Timothy L. Tang; Will Milliken
Cc: Fort, Ann; Kriz, Lindsay; Spier, Jeremy
Subject: RE: 631805 - Dr. J. Michael McCarthy - ToughBuilt Industries, Inc. -v- Meridian International Co., LTD (PTAB) -

5/7/2026 - 12:00PM ET
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2026 4:07:43 PM

[EXTERNAL]

Hi Anna. Thanks for sending the link over for the deposition for Dr. McCarthy’s question. For your
information, Dr. McCarthy will have available clean, hard copies of all exhibits relied upon in his
declaration (materials considered), the Petition, the Patent Owner Preliminary Response, the
Discretionary Denial Brief, and the Opposition to the Discretionary Denial Brief.

In regards to your question about relying on the -1462 deposition in the -1461 proceeding for
questions related to Dr. McCarthy’s CV, we do not agree to the submission of the -1461 deposition
transcript in the -1462 proceeding.

Best,
Melissa

Melissa Haapala
Director
mhaapala@sternekessler.com

202-772-8532 direct
202-371-2600 main

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox PLLC
1101 K Street NW, 10th Floor, Washington, DC 20005

From: Halsey, Anna <annahalsey@eversheds-sutherland.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2026 7:25 AM
To: Melissa Haapala <MHaapala@sternekessler.com>; PTAB Account <PTAB@sternekessler.com>;
Richard M. Bemben <RBEMBEN@sternekessler.com>; Timothy L. Tang <TTang@sternekessler.com>;
Will Milliken <WMilliken@sternekessler.com>
Cc: Fort, Ann <annfort@eversheds-sutherland.com>; Kriz, Lindsay <lindsaykriz@eversheds-
sutherland.com>; Spier, Jeremy <jeremyspier@eversheds-sutherland.com>
Subject: FW: 631805 - Dr. J. Michael McCarthy - ToughBuilt Industries, Inc. -v- Meridian International
Co., LTD (PTAB) - 5/7/2026 - 12:00PM ET

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Use caution before clicking links or attachments.

Good morning, all!

Below please find the link for Dr. McCarthy’s deposition this Thursday. Can you please forward the
link to him?

I will send you all links to the exhibits prior to the deposition so that you have them at hand. Although
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there may be some additions to this, and as I’m sure you expect, we will at minimum be including the
Petition, Dr. McCarthy’s Declaration, and the other exhibits to the Petition as potential exhibits.

A question for you:  I believe Dr. McCarthy’s CV to be identical in both the -01461 and -01462
matters. Although I can’t guarantee that I won’t have any questions about his CV on the 13th (-01461
deposition) in the event that something occurs to me between now and then, it seems like it would be
more economical for the witness and the parties to agree that we may rely upon the portion of the
May 7th transcript relating to his background and CV in both matters. Please let me know if that is
agreeable to you.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you all again for coordinating on your end.

Best regards,

Anna

Anna Carr Halsey | Special Counsel | T: +1.404.853.8173 | M: +1.404.273.0932
She | Her | Hers

Eversheds Sutherland 
Helping our clients, our people and our communities to thrive

From: Planet Depos Tech Support <techsupport@planetdepos.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2026 7:37 AM
To: Halsey, Anna <AnnaHalsey@eversheds-sutherland.us>
Subject: 631805 - Dr. J. Michael McCarthy - ToughBuilt Industries, Inc. -v- Meridian International Co.,
LTD (PTAB) - 5/7/2026 - 12:00PM ET

[EXTERNAL]

Greetings from Planet Depos,

Below is the link you will need to connect to the video conference. 

*ZOOM*

631805 - Dr. J. Michael McCarthy - ToughBuilt Industries, Inc. -v- Meridian International
Co., LTD (PTAB) - 5/7/2026 - 12:00PM ET

Meeting Link: https://planet-depos.zoom.us/j/94012222187 
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Meeting ID: 940 1222 2187
Passcode: 461634
 
Call in #: 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 940 1222 2187
Passcode: 461634
 
Please let us know if you have any questions.
 
If you would like an in-depth look at how Planet Depos conducts remote depositions using
Zoom, please click here to watch our Zoom training video. 
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Luis Lopez | Planet Depos 
Tech Support Specialist
t 888.433.3767
techsupport@planetdepos.com
planetdepos.com
Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this e-mail transmission and any attachments hereto
constitutes confidential and/or privileged information. This information is intended for the sole use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby
notified that any disclosure, copying, forwarding, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on this
information, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify us by
telephone 888.433.3767 or by mail at 451 Hungerford Drive Suite 400, Rockville, MD 20850, to arrange for the
return of this e-mail and contents.

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP is part of a global legal practice, operating through various separate and distinct
legal entities, under Eversheds Sutherland. For a full description of the structure and a list of offices, please visit
www.eversheds-sutherland.com. 

This e-mail message, together with any attachments, is intended only for the above named recipient(s) and may
contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not an intended recipient, you must not review, copy or
show the message and any attachments to anyone. Please reply to this e-mail and highlight the mistaken
transmission to the sender, and then immediately delete the message.
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