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(57) ABSTRACT

A stackable system container includes a bottom part and a lid
part fastened to the bottom part. I(espective coupling
devices are movably fastened to nvo opposite side walls of
the bottom part. In order to enable dimensionally stable and
connected stacking of structurally identical system contain-
ers arid also Illodulal stool Illg of iillicrcllt svstelll coll/enters.
each coupling dcvicc can be moved bc(ween an elle posi-
tion, m which the coupling device is arranged hektw a top
side of the lid part, and a coupling position, in which the
coupling device projects beyond the top side of the lid part
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STAEKABLE SYSTEM EOSNTAINER

[0001] The uivcntion concerns a stackable system con-
tainer according to tlm preamble of clmm 1.

[0002] A stackablc sysicm conuiincr hdvuig a bouom part
with a storage space open on the top and a lid that liniits the
sromge space on the top and is fastened pivotahly to the
bottom part is knots n from DE 10 2013 110 49ti. The system
container also has tvto coupling devices movably fastened
on opposite side wnlls ol tlm ho)turn part Ihat sert c for
coupluig the system con)surer with additional system con-
tainers mid tlu:rclbrc pcnnit secure stacking of such system
containers 'I'he coupling devices are designed to cnopenste
retentively ivith corresponding coupling elements nf an
equivalent system container arran ed underneath. protnid-
ing upward above the top of the system container nnd the lid.
Thc snap-in labs arenn integral componen1 of Ihe corrc-
sponduig bottom part, and each includes at least one latch
for engdgcmcnt ol'he coupling device. The coupluig ele-
ments are alsn arranged on opposite ends of the top of the
systeni cnntainer and pernut centering and positinning of
several such system containers one atop the other. After
ali)uunent of several system containers. they can be con-
nected stably but rclcasably via thc coupluig devwes and
coupluig elemmits. 11»s slmpc-mated and force-Iit Ioinuig
pernuts thc comfortable carrying ui one hand oi'everal
system containers connected to one another llowever. a
shortcolnin here is that a specific fastening system is
established by the coupling elements. and the system con-
tainer system is therefore less modular when several differ-
ent system containers are stacked. The coupling elements
also protrude beyond Ihc top of thc lid so tiiat Ihc top of thc
cover can be uscxt only with considerable restnction as a
sromge space.

[00031 The task of the invention is therefore to devise a
stackable system container that pemiits both shape-stable
dnd connected stacking of Identical system contamcrs and
also modular staciung ol'hlibrcnt system conImners Thc
shape-stable cnnnectioii of the stackable system coiltainers
should also be deactivatable so that the system containers
can be detached from one another.

[0004] This task is solved by a stackdblc sysicm contauier
luiving the features ol'lmm 1. Advantageous mnbotluncnts
of thc invention arc mcnuoned in the deptcndcnt cianns.
[00()5J 'the stackable system container according tn the
invention is characterized by the fact tlmt each coupling
device is movable between a rest position in which the
coupluig det icc is arranged bcncath thc top of thc hd and a

coupluig position in which thc coupling device protrudes
abm e the rop of the lid Depending on the application. the
coupling devices can be pivoted on this account between a
pivoted-out protniding position and a pivnted-in retnscted
position. The couplin devices in the protruding coupling
position can cooperate retentively with an identical system
container arranged atop it. whereas in Ihe pivoted-in rest
position the coupluig dcviccs do not uilubit thc stacking of
system containers having a ditferent design on the systeni
container, and automatic coupling between identical systeni
containers is also prevented. 'lite top of the system cmitamer
and the lid can also be used without problem ns a storage or
wt&lk space.

[0006] Identical or equivalent system contamcrs are
understood to mean system containers that are laid out to
cooperate retentively with the nvo coupling devices ot the

system container. in wlfich case different variants are
included with refcrcncc to dimensions or thc prcscncc of
additional elmncnts.
[0007] In a preferred embodiment, each coupling device
cmi have at least one coupling element for positionin and
fixing of an additional system container on the top of the lid.
The coupling element can bc dn undercut, a protrusion, or a
recess )liat pcrllllts shtipt:-Ilidtcd colulcctton wltll till addi-
tional systein container
[0008] With particuLsr preference, a counter-element,
which corresponds to thc coupling elcmmit mid is dcsigncxI
for ICtCIIIIVC CtiopCrd)1011 With illl ixluivtllCllt coupllllg ch:-
men1 of thc coupluig des ice of an additional system cun-
tainer arranged underneath. is provided on the opposite side
walls beneath each coupling device ParricuLsrly stable
shape-mated connection beuveen tv, o such system contain-
ers. which are stacked equally aligned one atop the other, can
be achieved on this account.
[IN)()9J In an advantageous embndiment, the coupling
devices are fastened to the side walls to pivot benveen the
pivoted-in rest position and the pivoted-out couplin posi-
tion. Tlfis permits particularly simple opemtion of the cou-
pling devices.
[IN)IUJ In order to tix rhe cnupling devices, specifically in
the pivoted-nut couplin position. a locking element can be
movably fastened to each couplmg device and/or the bottom
part. A spring element with particular advantage can then
also bc arranged on each coupluig device mid/or the bottom
part, tsluch forces thc locking clement uito a lociung posi-
tion in tshich thc lockmg clemmit locks thc corrcspontluig
coupling device in the coupling position
[0011] A snap-in tab can be provided on the opposite side
walls of thc bottom part, vvhich can bc snapped uito thc
locklllg ptisitioll usiiig )lie corrcspoiltllllg locklllg ch:lllcilu
Each coupling dcvicc can )luis be locked ui slmpc-mated
fasluon using the corresponding locking elenient releasably
in the pivoted-nut couplin position
[0012] In a parucularly stable and space-savuig cmbodi-
mcnt, each coupluig dcvicc can bc fastmied to pivot around
a pivot axis parallel to the side v elis, and the pivot axis is
arranged so that the locking element in the pivoted-in rest
position of the coupling device is arranged beneath the pivot
axis and in the pivoted-out coupling position above the pivot
axis.
[UU13J With particular preference, each coupling device
can be pivoted bettveen the pivoted-in rest position and the
pivoted-out coupling, position by 160-200", but essentially
by 180".

[0014] In order to arrange the coupling devwcs in the rest
position in space-savin fashion and also to protect them
from damage. the opposite side ivalls can each have a recess
into v hich the cnupiing devices can be nioved in the rest
positioil.
[IN)15J In order to guarantee lncking of the coupling
devices in the rest position, at least one snap-in device can
be provided on each coupling device.
[UU16J lior proper positioning nf the coupling devices,
speciiicaily in the pivoted-in rest position. at least one
snap-in device can be provided on each couplin device to
Slldp IIIC Corlespolldlllg Collplllig dcVICC lllto tile plvo)Cd-111

rest position and/or the pivotixl-in position. Each snap-in
dcvicc can then prcfbrdbly bc overcome by cxcrfing a
sufficient torque nn the corresponding coupling element,
which can be achieved. for exaniple, using a spring-biased



US 2019/0291922 A[ Sep. 26, 2019

locking ball in a corresponding locking groove or a locking
prouusion. wluch is moved over a lockuig ud e. Howcvcr,
a rclense Icier can also be provided. Iluough winch the
snap-in device can be overcome
[W17J In another preferred embodiment. the coupliag
devices can have locking means Iiir the lid that lock the lid
in the upward pmtniding coupling position to prevent open-
ing. IJnintended opening of a steel ed system container ls
reliably pret cnted ou lhm account. For cxamplc, a laterally
protruduig retau»ng connixlor can be provided on the lid,
which is retentively enclosed by the coupling device in the
coupling position so that the coupling device firmly connects
the bottom patt to the lid such that the lid cannot be
inadvertently opened. The couplin device can also have a
locking element that is movably fastened to the coupling
device and in a locking position cooperates ui shape-mated
Bird/or Iolcc-fil Iasliioii willi lite rctaiiiiiig colliicclor iii lite
coupling position of the coupling device so that the coupliag
device is locked relative to the retaining connector Only
afier activation of the locking element in a release position
can the coupling element be moved into the rest position so
that the lid can be pivoted relative to the bottom part.
[0018] Additiooal dctmls mid prcfi:renccs of the invmilion
Bre apparmil from lhc Ibllowuig description of preferred
practical examples ivith reference to the drawings. In the
drawings
[0019] I'IG. I shows a perspective vieiv of a stackable
system container with latemlly arranged coupling devices
pivoted doilnward into the rest position;
[0020] I'IG. 2 shows a perspective view of the stackable
systeni container of I'I(i I with partially pivoted-out cou-
pling devices:
[0021] FIG. 3 shows a perspccuvc view oi'lhe stackablc
system container of FIG. I with lhc couplmg devices ui thc
pivoted-out coupling position,
[0022] FICI. 4 shows a perspective view of the two system
containers stacked one atop the other of FICI. I in which the
coupluig dei icos urc arranged ui the pivoted-m real posinon,
[WZ3J I'l(i. 5 shows a perspective view of the two systeni
containers of FICI. 4 stacked one atop the other. in which the
coupling devices of the lower system container are armnged
in lhe pooled-oul coupluig position,
[WZ4J I'l(i. 6 shows a perspective detail view of the
coupling device in the pivoted-in rest position;
[0025] FIG. 7 shows another pcrspimtive detml view of a

coupluig dcvicc in lhc pivoted-out coupluig position:
[0026] I'IG. 8 shows a sectional view tltrough a systeni
container in the area of a coupling device in the pivoted-out
coupling position:
[0027] I'IG. 9 shows a perspective rear vieiv of a released
coupling device:
[0028] FICI. 10 shows a perspective front view of the
rcleascd coupluig device ol'IG. 9,
[WZ9J I'l(i. Il shows a perspective rear vieiv of the
coupling device on a system container in the pivoted-out
coupling position; and
[0030] FIG. 12 shows a pcrspectivc rear view of the
coupling device on a system container in the pivoted-in rest
position.
[0031] A pcrspcctive view of a steel able system container
1 is shown ui FIG. 1. Thc system conuiiner I includes a
lower bouom purt 2 aud an upper hd 3 fastmied lo pit ol on
the Ixitlom part 2 'I be lid 3. how:ever, could also be designed
separately from the bottom part 2 'I'he bottom patt 2 has an

upward-facing store e space (not shown), which is boiuided
ou top by thc lul 3. The hd 3 is coruiectcd lo pivot with lhe
bottom part 2 via a sw ivcl ) oint arranged on thc rear cdgc of
the lid 3 In order to fasten lhe lid 3 releasably to the bottom
part 2 and thus reliably close the enclosed stomge space. two
closure devices 4a, 4b are provided on the front side of the
system container 1 that are articulated on the lid 3 and
cooperate in locking fashion with the bottom part 2 in the
dc7uctcd closed posiuon of the hd 3.

[0032] Thc system conlmncr I can bc usixh for example.
for transport and storage of tools and w orloug ma(coals Ibr
craftsmen For this purpose, the bottom parr 2 prefembly has
a bottom section and four side ivalls tliat delimit a storage
space open only on lop. Iloivever, it is also possible to
design the bottom part like the container disclosed in EP 2

703 310. In this respect, reference is made to EP 2 703 310,
wliosc colt(crim Blc licrcby'iicliidixl iii lliis Bpplii alioii.

[0033] For simple umisport of thc systmu container 1. a
handle 5 is arranged on the Ibont side ol'lhc system container
I that is fonued both by the bottom part 2 and by the lid 3
In a further einbodinient (nol shown), an additional retaining
bracket can also be fastened on the top 6 of the lid 3 to pivot
between an upivard protruding position and a pivoted-in
position. Tlus additional retaining bracket in the pivoted-in
position can bc countersunk in a handle rixcss of lhc lul 3
so that the additional rclmning bracket forms a stcplcss flat
top 6 of the system container I ivith the lid 3 In the depicted
embodiment, the top 6 of the lid 3 has a flat groove
extending between opposite side walls 7ii. 7b that increases
the stability of the lid and also produces an attractive visual
appearance.

[0034] A coupling device 8a, Sb is also fashioned to pivot
ou the two opposite sale walls 7a, 7b of the bottom part 2,
only lhc couphng dci ice Sa OI'wluch is shown ui FIG. 1. The
coupling devices 8a Bnd Sb are arranged in FIG. 1 ui a
pivoted-in rest position. in ivhich the coupling devices 7a,
7b are fully beneath the top 6 of the lid 3. As an alternative,
however. it is also possible to fasten the coupling devices Su,
Sb to pivot on two opposite side walls of the lid 3, in wlflch
case flm fi:Bturcs dcscribcd below arc othcrwisc dcsigncd
idmitically.

[lg)35J Another perspective view of the stackable system
cmitainer of I'IG I is shoivn in Iii(i 2, in which, m contrast
to FIG. 1. the coupling devices So, Sb are pivoted out from
the rest position in the direction of a coupling position. The
dc7uctcd pivot posiuon then rc7trescnts mcrcly au uilemic-
dgite step. Howcvcr. as can bc clearly scen. the coupluig
device Sa can bc pivoted around a honzontal pivot axis 9
parallel to the side ivall 7u I,ikewise, the other coupling,
device Sb (not shown) can also be pivoted amund another
paralleL horizontal pivot axis corresponding to the opposite
side wall 7/&.

[0036] Finafly, a pcrspccuie iiew of thc stackablc sysicm
container 1 of FIG. 1 is shown ui FIG. 3 with thc coupluig
devices Sii, Sb in the pivoted-out coupling position, in which
the coupling devices Sii, 86 pmtrude beyond the top 6 of the
lid 3. The reievant top 6 of the lid 3 is then fomied by the
essentially upper horizontal section of the lid 3. Tluough the
described overhang OI'oupluig dcwces Sa, Sb beyond lhe
top 6 of llic lid 3 Bii iiddilioliBI svslciii coiilBiiici 1 BlTBngcx!

ou thc top 6 can bc held stably and lixed rclativc to thc lower
system container I, as is explained with reference to the
following figures
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[0037] A perspective view of two system containers 1.I'tackedone atop thc other w shown m FIG. 4, the system
containers being dcsigncd essentially ulmltical. Idmltlcal or
equivalent system containers I're understood to mean
system containers that are designed to cooperate retentively
lvith the nvo couplin devices Su, Sb of the system container
1. different embodunents also bein included with reference
to dimensions or the presence of additional elements. In tlus
amiss thc depicted additional system container I'oes Iinvc
an enlarged bouom part 2'md therefore a huger storage
space. but the other elements are designed identically to the
lolver system container I and are therefore marked using the
same reference number, with the simple addition of an
apostrophe.

[W38J 'the coupling devices Su, Sb of the lower systenl
container I in the depicted arrangement are arranged in the
pivoted-in rest so that the stacked system containers 1. I're
not connected to each other in shape-mated fashion and can
be simply separated. Tlus is advantageous, for example. in
logishcs duruig transport ol the system contamers I, 1h in
wluch the system contaulcrs I, I'an be quickly mill simply
separated. In addition, a diiferently configured systenl con-
tainer could be provided instead of an identical systenl
container Ik because the top 6 fonna an essentially flat
stomsge space tluough the pivoted-in couplin devices Su. Bb
of the lower system container 1.

[W39J A perspective view of the two system containers I,
I'tacked one atop the other from FIG. 4 is shown in FICI.

5. in which the couplin devices Su, Sb of the lower system
container I are armnged in the pivoted-out coupling posi-
uon. The upper system conuiincr I's connected on tlus
account in shape-mated fasluon to lhe lower syslmn con-
tainer I usiim the coupling device Su, Sb, v hich permits
stable stackiim, specifically of system containers that are
heavy. The structure and function of the coupling Bu Sb are
described in detail by means of the following 0 urea.

[W40J A perspective detail view of a couplinn device Srr

is shown m lrIG 6 in a pivoted-in rest position I'r
improved illustmstion. the lid 3 is not depicted. As is appar-
ent. the coupling device Bu is thstened to pivot around the
schematically depicted pivot axis 9 on fllesule wall 7u of thc
bottom perl 2 and ls arranged ln the dcpictcd rest position in
a recess 10 ui thc side wall 7u. Thc coupluig device Su has
two couplin elements I in, I lb that serve to position and fix
an additional system container, tbr example. the systenl
container I'f FIGS 4 and 5. in the pivoted-out coupling
position of the couplin device Su.

[W41J 'the coupling elements llu, lib are designed here
as pockets or recesses, but they can also be designed as
protrusions. Two counter-elements 12u, 12b are armnged
fixed beneath the couplin device Su and specifically
bcncath thc coupling elcmculs 11u, 11b, on the sale wall 7u
of thc bonom part 2, wiuch are designed for retrnitivc
cooperation with correspouduig couplmg elements of an
additional system contamer arranged underneath 'lite coun-
ter-elements 12u. 12b, designed here corresponding to the
coupling elements 11u. 11b as protnisions, are dimensioned
so that they can be acconunodated in shape-mated faslfion in
thc coupluig elements 11u, 11b, which arc destgnist as
pockets or rccesscs. In thc event the coupling elements Ilu,
11b arc instead designed as pmtrusions, flle counter-elc-
nlents 12u, 12b are designed accordingly as pockets or
recesses.

[0042] The counter-element 12u is also armnged in the
plane ofmlalion of the coupling clmnent 11u or on lhc pivot
axis 9 and the counter-clement 12b in the plane of mtallon
of the coupling element I lb around the pivot axis 9. 'I'his
guarantees that, when tive identical system containers I,I're

positioned exactly one atop the other, the coupling
elements 11u. 11b of the lower system container I can
engage retentively in shape-nlated fashion in the coupling
position of thc coupling device Su rclauvc to thc countcr-
clemcnts 12rr', 12b'i'hc upper system container P.

[0043] So that thc coupluig der icc Su can bc locked ln the
pivoted-out coupluig position, it ulcludcs a locking elmuenl
13 fastcncd movably to thc coupling device Su. A snap-in
tab 14 ls pmvided in the side lvall 7u, specitically in the
recess it). rvhich is designed to be undercut by the kicking
element 13. thus locking it in a locking position when the
coupluig device Su is arranged in the couplin position.
[t)044J Another perspective detail vielv of the coupling,
device Su is shown in FICI. 7 in the pivoted-out couplin
position. As described. the locking element 13 here is
arranged in lhc locking posiuon and cngagcs bclund lhe
strap-in tab 14 (nol shown) ui tlm rcccss 10 of thc side wall
7u so that thc couplmg dcvwe Su is held rclcasably ui the
pivoted-out coupling position 'I'he locking element 13 in the
depicted coupling position of the coupling device Su can be
manuafly grasped from the outside through a recess 15 in the
coupluig device Su so that displacement of the locking
clement 13 I'rom thc locking position and therefore relcasc
of the couphng dcvicc Su from the coupluig position is made
possible.
[0045] A srmtional vice llu ough thc sysicm conuiincr 1 ls
dcpictcd rn FIG. 8 in thc area of the coupling device Su and
the pivoted-out couplinu position As can be seen. the
snap-in tab 14 is retentively en aged in the recess 10 of the
side v lll 7u by the locking element 13, specifically by a
hook-hke element 16 arranged on the loclung element 13, so
that rotation of the coupling device Su around the schemati-
cally indicated pivot axis 9 ls prcveutcd and thc couplulg
device Srr is thcrcforc locked in thc depicted couplulg
POSItl(lfl.

[0046] In order lo hold thc locking elcmcul 13 ui the
dcpictcd loclong posiuon. a spring element 17 ls provrdist
that ls supported on a contact surface of the coupling device
Su and forces the locking element 13 into the depicted
locking position I'hmu h the recess 15 in the coupling
device Su. the lockin element 13 can be activated from the
outside 18 of the coupling device Su and moved against the
schon of thc spring clement 17 downward ulto a released
position. Thc hook-hkc element 16 ui this relcascd position
of the locking element 13 (not shown] ls disengaged from
the snap-in tab 14 so that the coupling device Su can be
rotated around the pivot axis 9 into the pivoted-in rest
POSltlcil.

[IH)47J As follorvs fmm the tiuures, the couphng device Bu

can be pivoted between the pivoted-out couplin position
and the pil oted-in rest position by essentially 180'. specifi-
cally by 160-200'. The pivot axis 9 is then made parallel to
thc side wall 7u and armngcsI on the coupling device Su and
thc srdc wall 7u so thar thc locking elcmcnt 13 ui thc
pivoted-in rest position of the couphng device Su is arranged
beneath the pivot axis 9 and alxlve the pivot axis 9 in the
pivoted-out coupling position.
[IN)48J In the depicted embodinlent, the coupling device
Su in the coupling position also not only protrudes above the
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top 6 of the lid 3„but also protrudes in the direction of the
lid 3 so that the lrd 3 rs partially cngagcd by the coupling
device Sa. Thc hd 3 rs held on tlus account bv the coupling
device Srr and also the opposite additional coupling device
Sir in the closed position 'I'he coupling device Sb (not
shown) on the opposite side wall 7tr of the bottom part 2 rs
designed as a mirror image of the lxittom part 2 so rhat in tlus
respect the description rxincerning the coupling device 8a
and thc side wall 7u rs rcfcrrixi to.

[0049] A perspective rear view of a released coupling
device 8a is shown rn FICI 9. As rs apparent, thc spring
clmuent 17 is shown as ruurular and fastened to the locking
clmuent 13 Opposite the locking clemmit 13, the spring
element 17 is supported on a contact surface of the coupliag
device Sa and biased so that the locking element 13 is forced
into the depicted upper kicking position. The locking ele-
ment 13 is arranged movable longitudinally in the guide
groove 19 of the coupling device Sir, in which case the guide
groor c 19 extends ui the radial dirrmtion from the pivot axis
9. 11ie upper opmi mid of the guule groove 19 rs arranged
betrveen the coupling elenients I la, 1l tr and also forms in
the extended coupling position a receptacle and centeriag for
an additional system container I'rran. ed atop ir.

[0050J As can be firrther seen fmm Irl(i. 9„ the hook-like
element 16 on the side facuig the bottom part 2 in the
pivoted-out coupling position has a bevel or rounding in
order to achieve automatic locking of the locking, element 13
when the coupling dcvrcc Su is Ibrced against the bouom
part 2 ui thc pivoted-out coupling position. 11ic locking
clcmcnt 13 rs pushed by thc bevel or munding brictly from
the locking position by the oblique support benveen the
snap-in tab 14 and the hook-like element 16, rvhereupon the
spring element 17 forces the hook-lil e element 16 back into
the locking position in which the snap-in tab 14 is et(gaged
by the hook-hke clement 16.

[0051] The pivot axis 9 also has a locking protnision 20 on
at least one end that pmtrudes in the msdial direction fmm the
pivot axis 9. A soap-rn device for the coupluig device Su rn
the pivoted-rn rest position can bc fonncxl by means of tlus
locking protnisron 20. as show:n by means of the follov ing
fi urea.

[t)t)52] A perspective front view of the released coupling
device Srr of FICI. 9 is shown in FIG. 10. As can be seen. the
locking element 13 protrudes with a handle 21. which rs
formed by a peripheml closed space. into the recess 15 in the
couplurg der ice Su ur thc direction of ffie outsrtlc 18 so )liat
thc lockuig elmnent 13 rs simply cn agcxl by the hmrdlc 21
and can be moved in the depicted representation dov nv ard
fmm the locking position into the released position 1he
spring element 17 depicted in FIG. 9 is biased on tlus
account, which then forces the locking element 13 back into
the locking position.
[0053] A pcrspcctrvc rear vww of the coupluig device Srr

on thc system container 1 rs shown ui FIG. 11 ui thc
pivoted-out couplurg position. For simple dcpmtion, the lrd
3. however, is not shown here As can be seen. the buttons
part 2 has a locking ridge 22 on a support site tiir the pivot
axis 9. which is arran ed tixed on the side wail 7u slightly
spaced radially from the pivot axis and overlaps at least
partially with tlm lockurg protrusion 20 ui the peupheral
drrccuon ot the pivot axis 9. Tlus guarmitces tlxrt, during
rotation of thc coupling device Sa, thc lockuig protrusion 20
comes in contact rvith the locking ridge 22, and a defined
force is necessary in order to move the locking protnision 2()

past the locking rid e 22. The locking protnisron 20 and the
locking ridge 22 arc thmr arrangrxt relauve to each ofter so
that thc coupling device Su is in the rest position when the
locking protrusion 20 has been moved beyond the kicking
ridge 'I'he coupling device is locked releasably and in the
correct position by the support on the recess 10. on one side,
and the support on the locking ridge 22 via the locking
protrusion 20. on the other side, in the rest position. In the
dcqrrctcd prvotcd-out coupluig position, thc locking proiru-
sion 20 lies against thc pn or axis 9 aud the locking udge 22
against the bottom part 2 so that no niutual contact or
locking effect occurs
[0054] A perspective rear view of the coupling device Su
on the system container I is shown in FICI 12 in the
pivoted-in rest position. The coupling device 8u is rotated
here rclatrvc to thc coupluig positron of FIG. 11 clockwise
around the prvot axis 9. ui wluch case thc locking ridge 22
is arranged so that the locking protnrsron 20 on the pivot axis
9 conies in contact with the locking ridge 22 lust in fmnt of
the pivoted-in rest position of rhe coupling device Sa tyith
limited force expenditure the locking ridge 2Z can then be
overcome with the locking protrusion 20 so that the locking
protrusion 20 locks the pnet axm 9 and thcrctbrc thc
coupling devrcc 8a in thc pivoted-in rest position relcasably.
as described. Using the locking pmtrusion 2() and the
locking ridge 22, a simple snap-rn device for locking of the
coupling device 8u in the rest position is thereby formed By
exerting a sufficient torque on the coupling device Sa, this
snap-in device can also be sin)ply overcome during lockin
and also rcleasc.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

[0055] 1, I'tackable system containers
[0056] 2, 2'ottom pan
[0057] 3, 3'id
[t)U58J 4u, 4h, 4ab 4P (1osure device
[t)U59J 5. 5'landle
[0060] 6, 6'op of lid
[0061] 7a, 76 7a', 76'ide ivall
[0062] 8a, Sb Sa'oupling device
[0063] 9 Pnot axis
[0064] 10 Recess
[IN)65J 1)rr. I lir ('ouplin element
[IN)66J I Za, 12)r Counter-elenient
[IN)67J 13 I,eeking element
[0068] 14 Snap-in tab
[0069] 15 Recess
[0070] 16 Hook-like elcmmit
[0071] 17 Spnng clement
[t)U72J 18 Outside of coupling device
[t)U73J 19 Guide gmove
[t)U74J 20 I,ocking protnrsion
[0075] 21 Handle
[0076] 2Z Locking ridge

I A steel able system contauicr having a bottom part and
a lrd fastcncd to thc bottom part, ui wluch a coupluig par»s
fastened movably to two opposite side walls of thc bottom
part or lid, v,herein each coupling device is movable
between a rest positioli, in whicll the couplirlg device is
arranged beneath the top of the lid, and a coupling position
in which the couplin device protrudes beyond the top of the
1 tel.

2 1'he stackable systeni container according to claim I,
wherein each coupling device has at least one coupling
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elentent for positioning and fixing an additional system
container on thc top of thc hd.

3 'I'he stackable system container according to claim 2,
wherein a counter element corresponding to the coupling
elentent is provided on the opposite side wali beneath the
coupling device that is desivgned for retentive cooperation
with a corresponding coupling clement of a coupling device
ol'i additionul systmn container arranged underneath

4. The stackable system container according to claim 1,
wherein the couplin devices are fastened to the side wall
pivotablc bctw can thc pivoted-in rest posiuon and thc piv-
oted-out coupling posiuon

5 'I'he stackable system container according claim 1,
wherein a locking element is movably fastened to each
coupling device for fixation of the coupling device.

6. Thc stackablc system contauicr accordm to clauu 5,
claim 5. wherein a spring element is arranged on each
coupling device that fumes the locking element into a
locking position

7 'l'he stackable system container according to claim 5,
wherein a snap-in tab is provided on the opposite side wall
that can be en aged in a locking fashion by the correspond-
ing locking element in a locking position.

8. The stackable system container according to claim 4,
wherein each couplin device can be pivoted around a pivot

axis pamllei to the side wall, and the pivot axis is arranged
so that the locking clmuent in the pivoted-in rest position of
tile coiipllllg cicvlcc Is tirltlligcd bellcatll tile pivot axis slid in
the pivoted-out couplinu positioil above tile pivot axis

is The stackable systeni container according to claim 1,
wherein each coupling device can be pivoted by 180"
between the pivoted-in rest position and the pivoted-out
coupluig position.

lffi Thc stackablc system container accorduig to clmm 1.
wherein the opposite side walls each lrave a rcccss ui wluch
the coupling devices are movable into the rest position.

ll. Tlie stackable system container according to claim 1,
v herein at least one snap-in device for loci mg of the
couplin device in the rest position is provided on each
couplin device.

12. Thc steel able system contauicr accorduig to clmm 11,
whcrcin the snap-ui dci ice can be ovcrcomc by cxcrting a
sufficient torque on the coupling device

13. I he stackable systeni container according to claim 11,

wherein the snap-in device can be overconie by activating a
release lever.

14. The stackable system container according to claim 1,
wherein the coupling devices lock the lul agauist opening in
thc upward protrudmg coupling position.
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