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Petitioner Harbor Freight Tools USA Inc. (“Petitioner”) respectfully requests 

a refund of post-institution fees in the amount of $28,125.00. 

On September 19, 2025, Petitioner filed a Petition for Inter Partes Review 

of U.S. Patent No. 11,840,970 (Paper 4). As required by 37 C.F.R. § 42.15(a), 

Petitioner deposited $96,995.00 with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

(“PTO”) at the time of filing the Petition in order to cover associated fees. 

Petitioner’s payment consisted of $38,790.00 in fees associated with the request 

for inter partes review, and a further $58,205.00 in post-institution fees. 

On January 27, 2026, the U.S. Patent Trial and Appeal Board issued a 

Decision Denying Inter Partes Review (Paper 18). Accordingly, inter partes 

review was not instituted. Petitioner therefore respectfully requests a refund of 

the post-institution fees paid to the PTO in connection with this proceeding, 

totaling $58,205.00. 

The payment was made using PTO Account No. 190741. Upon review and 

approval of this request, the Board may credit the deposit account used for 

payment. If additional information is required to issue the credit, please contact 

counsel listed below. 

  



IPR2025-01463 
U.S. Patent No. 11,840,970 

 

3 
 

 
Dated: March 23, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
By:  s/Michael R. Houston/                                     

 
Michael R. Houston 
Reg. No. 58,486 
FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
321 North Clark Street, Suite 3000 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
312-832-4500 
mhouston@foley.com  
 
Counsel for Petitioner Harbor Freight 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing  

PETITIONER’S HARBOR FREIGHT’S REQUEST FOR REFUND OF 

POST-INSTITUTION FEES was served on March 23, 2026, via the PTACTS 

document system, as well as via electronic mail on the following counsel of record 

for Patent Owner: 

Joseph Staley 
Email: j.staley@pkhip.com 

Timothy Ziolkowski 
Email: tjz@zpatents.com 

Jacob Fritz 
Email: jmf@zpatents.com 

Thomas Finch 
Email: t.finch@pkhip.com 

Scott P. Amy 
Email: s.amy@pkhip.com 

Email: championlit@pkhip.com 
Email: rlt@zpatents.com  

 
       s/Michael R. Houston/                                     

 
Michael R. Houston 
Reg. No. 58,486 
FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
321 North Clark Street, Suite 3000 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
312-832-4500 
mhouston@foley.com 
 
Counsel for Petitioner Harbor Freight 
 


