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[57] ABSTRACT

A camera according to the present invention is provided with
a view point information detection circuit that detects infor-
mation related to the distribution of the view points of a
photographer within the photographic field and issues sig-
nals related to the result of that detection, a composition
quality estimation circuit that estimates whether or not a
given composition is good based upon the signal issued from
the view point information detection circuit and then issues
signals related to the result of that estimation, and a warning
device that issues a warning when the signal indicating poor
composition has been issued from the composition quality
estimation circuit.

21 Claims, 40 Drawing Sheets

3 VIBRATION
DETECTION DEVICE 1
¢
4 PHOTOl\{IggRIC L ——1 CPU INDICATOR
DEV N DEVICE
¢
9

5~ RANGE FINDING
DEVICE

6 FOCAL LENGTH
DETECTION DEVICE

7 ~4 ATTITUDE DETECTION
DEVICE

8 { PHOTOGRAPHING

MODE INPUT DEVICE

Samsung EX1006

Page 1



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 1 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.1

2 LINE OF SIGHT
DETECTION DEVICE ||

3 A VIBRATION

DETECTION DEVICE 1
¢
4~ PHODTSV"{'CEER'C || CPU INDICATOR
H DEVICE
X
9
5| RANGE FINDING

DEVICE

6 FOCAL LENGTH
DETECTION DEVICE

7~ ATTITUDE DETECTION
DEVICE

8 1 PHOTOGRAPHING
MODE INPUT DEVICE

Samsung EX1006
Page 2



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 2 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.2
x| y yn|X2 , Y¥n Xm-1, Yn [Xm , ¥Yn
x!y¥Yn-1|X24 Yn-I Xm-1,Yn-1 |Xm» ¥Yn-I
[ | | [
| i | |
x| , y2|x2 , y2 Xm-1, Y2 [Xm , ¥2
y {xIl, yl|x2, yl Xm-1, Yl |Xm , ¥yl
( By
)
PS
X

Samsung EX1006
Page 3



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 3 of 40 5,831,670

Wil v) P W(u, v)
N 0 1
FI1G.3A F_A(i,j)
y
wlu, 1)
asss
I > X
(1, v) rtu, v
N
FlG.3B F_T(i,j)
ru, 1)
L - p )
ﬂr(u,l)
t(1,v) tlu,v)
N
FI1G.3C E_t(i,j)
t(u, )
(t(l,l)

Samsung EX1006
Page 4



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

FIG.4A

( START )

Sheet 4 of 40 5,831,670

S1

INPUT PHOTOGRAPHING MODE _|

S2

SET JUDGMENT PHOTOGRAPHING
MAGNIFICATION a

S3

[ DETECT ATTITUDE |

S4

[ SELECT PARTITION PATTERN |

S5

SET AREA COEFFICIENT r (i, j) |

S6

MAGNITUDE

DETECT VIBRATION

S7

(

IS THE VIBRATION MAGNITUDE \N
WITHIN ALLOWABLE RANGE

Y

S8

| DETECT FOCAL LENGTH f |

S9

DISTANCE D

DETECT PHOTOGRAPHING

S10

CALCULATE PHOTOGRAPHING

MAGNIFICATION s

O,

Samsung EX1006

Page 5



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 5 of 40 5,831,670
FIG.4B
; S11
< s a >N
Y S12 S13
CALCULATE CALCULATE
DISPERSION DISPERSION
INDEX NUMBER E INDEX NUMBER E
S15
E=c N
— Y ><—@
516 S17
INDICATE INDICATE
COMPOSITION OK WARNING

END

Samsung EX1006
Page 6



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 6 of 40

FIG.5

CALCULATE DISPERSION
INDEX NUMBER E
l

[ TIMER START [S101

|
DETECT  [S102

VIEW POINTS

et

COUNT THE
PRESENT TIME t (i, j)

S103

VERIFY S104

5,831,670

VIEW POINTS
S105
—ﬁ( VIEW POINTS CHANGED )
Y S106
CHANGE THE AREA FOR
COUNTING PRESENT TIME t (i, j)
>
s107< TIME UP >N
Y

END COUNTING {S108
PRESENT TIME (i, j)

E=Y r(ij) - tG,j) 15109

RETURN

Samsung EX1006
Page 7



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 7 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.6

2"~ LINE OF SIGHT
DETECTION DEVICE

9B
3 VIBRATON | | (3 ____________

DETECTION DEVICE 1 ﬁ

| ¢ VIBRATION :

WARNING DEVICE

4~ PHoDTéJVI\:lgI'ErRic . — CPU | i

] : COMPOSITION :

WARNING DEVICE

S J
5~4{ RANGE FINDING e N
DEVICE 9A 9

6 FOCAL LENGTH
DETECTION DEVICE

74 ATTITUDE DETECTION
DEVICE

8 1 PHOTOGRAPHING
MODE INPUT DEVICE

Samsung EX1006
Page 8



U.S. Patent

@ S11

\

Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 8 of 40

FIG.7

o

Y 12 S13
CALCULATE CALCULATE
DISPERSION DISPERSION

INDEX NUMBER E

INDEX NUMBER E

S16

INDICATE
COMPOSITION OK

5,831,670

S18

VIBRATION
WARNING

S17

OF COMPOSITION

PROMPT VERIFICATION

Y

END

Samsung EX1006

Page 9



U.S. Patent

Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 9 of 40

FIG. 8

l

I

|

l

AF

T /——
A

5,831,670

Samsung EX1006
Page 10



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 10 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.9
e

<s;a/ S2

Y CALCULATE
DISPERSION
INDEX NUMBER E @
S21
CALCULATE POOR S23 N
COMPOSITION E=h >
INDEX NUMBER G /
Y S24
CALCULATE POOR
26 COMPOSITION
INDEX NUMBER G
G=zp Y
N .
» S$25
INDICATE INDICATE

COMPOSITION OK WARNING

END

Samsung EX1006
Page 11



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 11 of 40

FIG.10

CALCULATE POOR
COMPOSITION
INDEX NUMBER G

S201

4_<

IS THE CAMERA IN
LATERAL POSITION

S202

NUMBER OF ELEMENTS m— n
NUMBER OF ELEMENTS n —m

|

"

5,831,670

S203

CALCULATE COLUMNAR OBJECT

POOR COMPOSITION
INDEX NUMBER G1

S204

CALCULATE MAIN PHOTOGRAPHIC
SUBJECT POOR COMPOSITION

INDEX NUMBER G2

S205

CALCULATE HORIZONTAL
EDGE POOR COMPOSITION

INDEX NUMBER G3

S206
G=G1+G2+G3

RETURN

Samsung EX1006
Page 12



U.S. Patent

Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 12 of 40

FIG.11A

5,831,670

CALCULATE COLUMNAR

OBJECT POOR COMPOSITION

INDEX NUMBER

S211

=1

S217

=+

S213 <

-

S212

START SCANNING
ROW yj

A OR MORE ELEMENTS

WITH SAME PHOTOMETRIC

VALUE Bv CONTINUED

N

S214

Y

STORE IN MEMORY Bv AND
THE POSITION OF ELEMENTS

e

3215<

SCANNING OF ROW yj
FINISHED

>ﬂ__

Samsung EX1006

Page 13



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 13 of 40

FIG.11B

S218

ARE THE PHOTOMETRIC VALUES Bv
COMMON IN ALL THE ROWSy
STORED IN MEMORY

Y

S219

ARE C OR MORE ELEMENTS WITH
PHOTOMETRIC VALUE Bv CONTIGUOUS
AMONG ALL THE ROWS

Y $220

ARE THE REQUIREMENTS
MET FOR A PLURALITY OF
PHOTOMETRIC VALUES

Y

N

S221

SELECT THE ELEMENTS
WITH THE LOWEST
PHOTOMETRIC VALUE Bv

N

N

5,831,670

O

Samsung EX1006
Page 14



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 14 of 40

FIG.11C

5,831,670

S222

LEFT ENDS OF ROWS y1, yn—Xa, Xc
RIGHT ENDS OF ROWS y1, yn —Xb, Xd

S223

AXL=XC-Xa
AXR=Xd-Xb

S224

DO THE PLUS/MINUS SIGNS \ N
OF AX AND AXR MATCH

()

Y g225
N ax I<iax ) )
$227 Y $228
A X |-G A X_|~G1 2220 G1=0
{ e ]

( RETURN )

Samsung EX1006
Page 15



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 15 of 40 5,831,670

FIG-I2A

X1
eL eRr

Samsung EX1006
Page 16



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 16 of 40 5,831,670

)

PS(m,j)

1/

(m

vy "
e { %
7
a.
M
O
L.
c / ‘(';)
— o

S

S
PS(l,j)
ROW vy
Y\
PS
y \J
LX

Samsung EX1006
Page 17



5,831,670

Sheet 17 of 40

Nov. 3, 1998

U.S. Patent

IAg ; 3NTVA J14L3N0LOHd

(1'p1)Sd (1'6)Sd
‘ qx DX (1'1)sd
(1°0e)Sd (1'91)Sdy  § i (1°2)sd
VT IIIAT = 1A MOY
4 -
raaaaon 2k Moy
WY AAA
(1 A 4
(/] VYV AA
VY A/
XY X/
vy
Y Y X AVY
A A/ V'V,
XA AAV VYA
\% VYA N e 1 T e el D¢
UV XXX
\\\\\\\\\\
VYA AA A/
VI TAA
44~ X 02k MOY
. (| Y A/ YA A
Aommwmma ”V (0z'ensd wx Amﬁ Mﬁom;vmm
ZAg 3NTVA J1813W0L0Hd (02" 9)Sd
bl ' 91 4

Samsung EX1006

Page 18



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

FIG.15A

Sheet 18 of 40

CALCULATE MAIN PHOTOGRAPHIC
SUBJECT POOR COMPOSITION
INDEX NUMBER

S241

S242

5,831,670

SCAN

ARE THE ELEMENTS WITH THE
SAME PHOTOMETRIC VALUE Bv
PRESENT AT F% OR MORE

N

S245

ROW yj —yz0

S244

S247

ROW yj —yz1

j=j+

S246

Samsung EX1006
Page 19



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 19 of 40

FIG.15B

S248
< ARE THERE ANYBOUNDARIES \N

BETWEEN yz0 AND yz1
Y

S249
< IS THERE ONLY \N

ONE BOUNDARY
Y

!

S250

yCOORDINATE UNDER
THE BOUNDARY — XL

S251

<K-n§YL§ L-n>Y—>

N go53 $252
Y —G2 G=0

L
|

3

( RETURN >

5,831,670

Samsung EX1006
Page 20



5,831,670

Sheet 20 of 40

Nov. 3, 1998

U.S. Patent

é

Volol 4

(1'02)sd (1°1)Sd
\ \\ ) - 158 Moy
> QzK
/ i \
ZX Y
\ /
N 9 ~61AM0Y)
024 MOY
A|C.V,_
\ _N>
< U."7
_ 1< 0gf Moy,
(0g‘02)Sd / . m
IAQ  INIVA DJI¥LIWOLOHd (0g 1Sd
491 91| 4

Page 21

Samsung EX1006



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 21 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.17A

CALCULATE HORIZONTAL
EDGE POOR COMPOSITION
INDEX NUMBER

S271
SCAN ROW x1, ROW xm

S272

ARE THERE T OR MORE \N
ELEMENTS WITHTHE SAME /

PHOTOMETRIC VALUE Bv
Y

S273

STORE IN MEMORY Bv
AND THE POSITION OF
ROWS OF ELEMENTS

S274

ARE THERE TWO PHOTOMETRIC
VALUES Bv1 AND Bv2 THAT ARE \N
COMMON TO THE ROWS x1 AND

xm STORED IN MEMORY

Y S275

ARE THE ROWS OF ELEMENTS \ N
Bv1, Bv2 CONTIGUOUS
Y
)

Samsung EX1006
Page 22



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 22 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.17B

S276

CONTACT POINTS IN THE ROW x1— Ya, Yb
CONTACT POINTS IN THE ROW x1— Yc, Yd

S277

J1=Ya-Yb
Jm=Yc-Yd

S278

DO THE PLUS/MINUS \ N
SIGNS OF J1, Jm MATCH/

Y

S279

SMALLER OF Ya, Yb— Yx1
SMALLER OF Yc, Yd— Yxm

Samsung EX1006
Page 23



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 23 of 40

FIG.17C

ORI

’<AY | Y, -Y |I= HO

5283
AY —G3

|

S281

<P-n§Y

x1 éQ .n>N—>

Y

S282

G3=max

5,831,670

5284

G3=0

|

e

<TRETURN:>

Samsung EX1006
Page 24



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 24 of 40 5,831,670

FIG. I8

LI
(.

)

Samsung EX1006
Page 25



5,831,670

Sheet 25 of 40

Nov. 3, 1998

U.S. Patent

IAg :3ANTIVA J14L3WOLOHd (1°1)Sd

3
(1°0g)sd -
~ ) (
A A Y I A L A
WP OINUD N UDEULN D1 BONSL NGNS DY
DO O AUD I U DALY DL OO D NG AP LN
LRSS 1UD ELILI I GBS EIAD 211D 10
\\\ \\\\ \\\ ya'd & \\\ y Vi A 1A pa
VAT A AN VAN AT
AT A A T I A AN A VAL
(OI'OR)SI AT YA AV I YA A A A \\\m e
_ A A I Y A AN A T
O_..o>xWKx\\ VYA \\\\ VANV YAV X AZAN XN NG < Ol=DA
H=PA—~¢ \_ = 11=qA
cX

(02'0¢g)sd (02'1)sd
ZAg  3INIVA J1413WO0LOHd

=N / \

v el 914

Samsung EX1006

Page 26



5,831,670

Sheet 26 of 40

Nov. 3, 1998

U.S. Patent

A8 . 3NTIVA J141L3INOLOHd

(1*1)sd
(1 .Om\v(m& ﬂg
Wo)sd BTV IA VYV ATV YV VIV IV VY L
T VTV I VIV VY I YA
v"“:TW IV IV VY A T Y v ATV A v,
G=PA ANV VY AV YA VYAV YAV VY
SRR VY AV T VI AV VA VY SV VA,
ot / PG D
%4 A NVAA YV
(S'0g)sd’ [ ] LOAZ0 \“rmm \\\\\\o_ 1Sd
/| QLAY < O)=DA
ex ,/A[__uer
(11‘nsd

r _ i
/\J ./

(02'0g)sd (02°1)sd
228 3INTVA DI41LINWOLOHJ

g461 914

Samsung EX1006

Page 27



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 27 of 40 5,831,670

FIG. 20
24  LINE OF SIGHT
DETECTION DEVICE
9B
3~  VIBRATION . e ________________ .
DETECTION DEVICE 1 |
¢ ': VIBRATION |
.| WARNING DEVICE| !
4] PHODTEOVI\:I(I;E;'RIC _— CPU | |
] . | COMPOSITION |
' | CORRECTION |
' | INSTRUCTION !
5| RANGE FINDING . | DISPLAY DEVIGE |
DEVICE L %
¢
9C 9
6~  FOCALLENGTH ||

DETECTION DEVICE

7~ ATTITUDE DETECTION
DEVICE

8 ~4 PHOTOGRAPHING
MODE INPUT DEVICE

Samsung EX1006
Page 28



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 28 of 40 5,831,670

FI1G.2lI
ol

“gIL  9IC 9IR

20

9OU\J—A .
90 90C )
90|_~f§7

_—FS

250 5.6 e

FIG.27

/
AL Aar@ Ap_o2u)
938L/<}3 LJ1>\928R 92
CER=g J-oaL

250 5.6 o

Samsung EX1006
Page 29



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 29 of 40 5,831,670

FIG. 22
S11
s =a N
/ 522

Y CALCULATE

DISPERSION
INDEX NUMBER E <£>
S23

—

S31 S18
DETECT COMPOSITION VIBRATION
CORRECTION DIRECTION WARNING
| S32
DIRECTION FOR N
CORRECTION SPECIFIED
____JY
S33 S34
INDICATE DIRECTION INDICATE
FOR CORRECTION COMPOSITION OK
‘ [
S17
PROMPT VERIFICATION
OF COMPOSITION
P l

( RETURN )

Samsung EX1006
Page 30



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 30 of 40 5,831,670

FIG.23
DETECT DIRECTION FOR
COMPOSITION CORRECTION
S301

DETECT UPPER END POSITIONY OF
MAIN PHOTOGRAPHIC SUBJECT

$302
<K-n§YL§ L-n>Y

> N 5303
N \
Ke n> Y

\ K->
S305 Y S304 S306

DIRECTION OF DIRECTION OF NO DIRECTION
CORRECTION; UP | [CORRECTION; DOWN| {FOR CORRECTION

|

l e

CRETU RN )

Samsung EX1006
Page 31



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 31 of 40 5,831,670

FI1G.24A

9I1L 9IC 9IR

Qe

SKY
90Uﬂ
9OC\f‘O X 2 —A_P
P SEA
250 5.6 ®
FI1G.248B
9iIL §C§/SIR
X2
9OU\,ﬂ
soc @ T™~P

250 5.6 e

Samsung EX1006
Page 32



U.S. Patent

Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 32 of 40

FIG.25

5,831,670

( DETECT DIRECTION FOR

COMPOSITION CORRECTION >

S311

DETECT INCLINATION
OF COLUMNAR OBJECT

S312

DO THE PLUS/MINUS SIGNS \ Y
OF AX . AND A X < MATCH

CLOCKWISE DIRECTION

WISE DIRECTION

Ns313
N/
\A XR > 0 >
S315 Y 5314 S$316
CORRECT IN COUNTER| |CORRECT IN CLOCK-| | NO DIRECTION

FOR CORRECTION

|

|

-

( RETURN )

Samsung EX1006
Page 33



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

FIG. 26

DETECT DIRECTION FOR
COMPOSITION CORRECTION

Sheet 33 of 40

S322

——N@Y=|Y Y = HO>
x1 xm

S323

Y

5,831,670

)

S321
DETECT HORIZONTAL EDGE

\ N
Yx1 <Yxm/

Y s304

S325

5326

CORRECT IN COUNTER

CLOCKWISE DIRECTION

CORRECT IN CLOCK-
WISE DIRECTION

NO DIRECTION
FOR CORRECTION

J

o

( RETURN )

Samsung EX1006

Page 34



U.S. Patent

93U — G

9asu/<$3
93L~/;

93U ﬁ}

9ssu/<$3
93L—/@

Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 34 of 40 5,831,670
FI1G.28A
)
Xi_ | | -
E$>\“923R
g
250 5.6 o
FIG.288B
P
)
< p_92u
X1
E$>\“923R
JL-92L
250 5.6 °

Samsung EX1006
Page 35



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 35 of 40 5,831,670

F1G.29A

P
)

\
L R [sxy A p_93u
X3
933Lf<,‘:' E:> ~ 935SR

93L—JL, sea | < 92t

250 5.6 ®

FIG.298B
P

)
\
o3 <r Ap_92u

X3

933L/<1,3 C‘\>\ 92SR
93L-FL, JI 2L

250 5.6 o

Samsung EX1006
Page 36



U.S. Patent

_N<

Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 36 of 40

FIG.30

START

S41

[ INPUT PHOTOGRAPHING MODE |

S42

| DETECT ATTITUDE |

S43

| SELECT PARTITION PATTERN |

S44

5,831,670

3

| DETECT VIBRAT

ION MAGNITUDE |

S45

IS THE VIBRATION MAGNITUDE
WITHIN ALLOWABLE RANGE

Y S46

DETECT DISTRIBUTION
OF VIEW POINTS

S47

DETERMINE

MAIN POTOTGRAPHIC SUBJECT

POSITION OF

S52

S48

S50

HAND-MOTION
VIBRATION WARNING

DETECT

OF EDGE

POSITION

INDICATE
WARNING

549 N

< COMPOSITION OK >

Y S51

[ INDICATE COMPOSITION OK |

>

(RETURN)

Samsung EX1006
Page 37



////

/ //////

| %\

0000000000000
PPPPPP



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 38 of 40 5,831,670

FI1G.32A F|G 328
Fi §S
7
///
s Teeh,  [mose s
~S
100 100
F|G.32C FI1G. 32D
FS FS

o

101 101 102 102

S—m1n_ O
®/

250 5.6 e\ 250 5.6 @
100 IO(/)V

Samsung EX1006
Page 39



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998 Sheet 39 of 40 5,831,670

w17

)

@)
o
O
NANANANAN 2
AANANAN -
N \ Vg
w/> N
- N |
\ N
<[ \ (o]
M N
M N | ©
: N
M N
2 o _N | ©
TN ]| ©
N Ji ©
N
AN S SS S SN

Samsung EX1006
Page 40



U.S. Patent Nov. 3, 1998

Sheet 40 of 40 5,831,670
®
Q
wn
M
o
&) v | ©
— o |2
L o
3
o
o
0 o
o) o
\ /—
1 X |[*
L
| © |
M) :
39! 0
© @ o
- ES:S@ s
N

Samsung EX1006
Page 41



5,831,670

1

CAMERA CAPABLE OF ISSUING
COMPOSITION INFORMATION

This is a Continuation of application Ser. No. 08/219,460
filed Mar. 29, 1994, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a camera capable of
issuing information related to a composition.

2. Description of the Related Art

A number of common examples of poor composition that
give an unpleasant feeling to the viewer of a photograph are
known conventionally through experience, and cameras that
prevent the taking of pictures with poor composition by
determining whether or not a particular composition falls
into one of these typical examples have been suggested. For
example, in the Japanese Patent Unexamined Publication
4-67133, a camera is disclosed that measures the distribution
of brightness within a specific range in the vertical direction
and the horizontal direction from the center of the photo-
graphic field and which issues a poor composition warning
to the photographer when the contrast within this range is
higher than a specific value. The typical examples of poor
composition described above include a composition in
which an edge that divides the photographic field into two
parts, such as the horizon, crosses the neck of a person, and
one in which a structure such as a telephone pole or a tree
extends upward from the head of a person. In the camera
disclosed in the publication mentioned above, these typical
examples can be accurately identified as long as the face of
the person is captured at the center of the photographic field.

However, typical examples of poor composition are not
limited to the two examples described above. For example,
a composition in which an inclined edge divides the pho-
tographic field into two parts is considered to be a poor
composition, since it gives the viewer a sense of instability.
This sort of inclination cannot be detected by the camera
disclosed in the publication mentioned above. Also, when
photographing a person who is off center in the photographic
field, the camera disclosed in the publication mentioned
above cannot detect poor composition, even if the horizon,
a telephone pole or the like overlaps the head of the person.
Furthermore, when the brightness is low, accurate judgment
cannot be made as the contrast within the photographic field
is low.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The camera capable of issuing composition information
according to the present invention comprises a view point
information detection means for detecting information
related to the distribution of the view points of the photog-
rapher within the photographic field, a composition quality
estimation means for estimating whether or not the compo-
sition is good based upon the detected information related to
the distribution of the view points, and a warning means for
issuing a warning when the composition has been estimated
to be poor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the control system in the first
embodiment according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows the arrangement of the photometric device
4 in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A through 3C are drawings for explaining the

calculation processing of the dispersion index number E
performed by the CPU 1 in FIG. 1;
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FIGS. 4A and 4B are flow charts showing the composition
estimation procedure in the CPU 1 in FIG. 1;

FIG. § is a flow chart showing the details of the calcula-
tion procedure for the dispersion index number E shown in
FIG. 4B;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the control system in a
variation of the example in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing the characteristic portions
of the composition estimation procedure that corresponds to
FIG. 6,

FIG. 8 shows an example in which a plurality of focal
point detection areas are present in the photographic field;

FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing the characteristic portions
of the composition estimation procedure in the second
embodiment according to the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing the details of the
calculation procedure for the poor composition index num-
ber G shown in FIG. 9;

FIGS. 11A through 11C are flow charts showing the
details of the calculation procedure for the columnar object
poor composition index number G1 in FIG. 10;

FIG. 12A shows an example in which the position of the
columnar object that is present within the photographic field
is allowable;

FIG. 12B shows an example in which the position of the
columnar object that is present within the photographic field
is not allowable;

FIG. 13 shows an example of an arrangement of the
elements of the photometric device 4;

FIG. 14 shows the correspondence between the compo-
sition in FIG. 12B and the arrangement of the elements
shown in FIG. 13;

FIGS. 15A and 15B are flow charts showing the details of
the calculation procedure for the main photographic subject
poor composition index number G2 in FIG. 10;

FIG. 16A shows an example in which the position of the
main photographic subject that is present within the photo-
graphic field is allowable;

FIG. 16B shows an example in which the position of the
main photographic subject that is present within the photo-
graphic field is not allowable;

FIGS. 17A through 17C are flow charts showing the
details of the calculation procedure for the horizontal edge
poor composition index number G3 in FIG. 10;

FIG. 18 shows an example of a composition in which the
horizon is taken in the photograph;

FIGS. 19A and 19B show the correspondence between the
edge shown in FIG. 18 and the arrangement of the elements
shown in FIG. 13;

FIG. 20 is a block diagram of the control system in the
third embodiment according to the present invention;

FIG. 21 shows an example of the indication within the
view finder by the indicator device 9 in FIG. 20;

FIG. 22 is a flow chart showing the characteristic portions
of the composition estimation procedure in the third embodi-
ment according to the present invention;

FIG. 23 is a flow chart showing an example of the
composition correction direction detection processing in
FIG. 22;

FIGS. 24A and 24B show examples of the indication of
the composition correction direction when the processing in
FIG. 23 is executed;

FIG. 25 is a flow chart showing the other example of the
composition correction direction detection processing in
FIG. 23,
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FIG. 26 is a flow chart showing yet the other example of
the composition correction direction detection processing in
FIG. 23,

FIG. 27 shows an example of a variation in FIG. 21;

FIGS. 28A and 28B show examples of the indication of
the composition correction direction when the processing in
FIG. 25 is executed;

FIGS. 29A and 29B show an example of the indication of
the composition correction direction when the processing in
FIG. 26 is executed;

FIG. 30 is a flow chart showing the composition estima-
tion procedure in the fourth embodiment according to the
present invention;

FIG. 31A shows an example in which the composition is
estimated to be good in the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 31B shows an example in which the composition is
estimated to be poor in the fourth embodiment;

FIGS. 32A through 32D show examples of variations of
the warnings for composition correction and the like;

FIGS. 33A through 33D show examples of variations of
the warnings for composition correction and the like;

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT
First Embodiment

The first embodiment according to the present invention
is explained in reference to FIGS. 1 through 5.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the control system of the
camera according to the first embodiment. Number 1 in the
figure indicates the CPU which is provided with a micro-
computer and peripheral devices and which controls the
operation of the camera. The line of sight detection device
2, the vibration detection device 3, the photometric device 4,
the range finding device 5, the focal length detection device
6, the attitude detection device 7, the photographing mode
input device 8 and the indicator device 9 are connected to the
CPU 1.

The line of sight detection device 2 radiates an infrared
light toward the pupil of the photographer who is looking in
the view finder (not shown in the figure) of the camera, and
determines the aspect of the eyeball based upon the reflected
light from the cornea and the eyeball image to specify the
view point of the photographer within the photographic
field. The details of such a line of sight detection device are
given in, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,182,443 and so its
explanation is omitted here. The information related to the
view points detected by the line of sight detection device 2
is sent to the CPU 1. The vibration detection device 3 detects
the magnitude of hand-motion vibration based upon, for
example, the acceleration or angular velocity of the camera
body and outputs a signal to the CPU 1 that corresponds to
the detected magnitude of vibration. The photometric device
4 is a two dimensional charge storage type image sensor that
performs photometry by partitioning the photographic
image plane with the light reading elements PS, which are
arranged in the form of a matrix of n rowsxm columns, as
shown in FIG. 2. The positions of the elements PS of the
photometric device 4 are indicated with coordinate values in
a two dimensional rectangular coordinate system, which
takes the horizontal direction of the photographic field as the
x axis and the vertical direction as the y axis, as shown in
FIG. 2. Note that FIG. 2 shows the state of the lateral
position of the camera in which the photographic field turns
laterally. In the longitudinal position of the camera in which
the photographic field turns longitudinally, the direction of
the short sides of the photographic field is the direction of
the x axis and the direction of the long side is the direction
of the y axis.
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The range finding device 5 detects the photographing
distance (the distance between the film surface in the camera
and the main photographic subject) and outputs a signal that
corresponds to the result of the detection to the CPU 1. The
detection of the photographing distance is calculated, for
example, based upon the rotational position of the focusing
ring of the photo-taking lens, or it is detected by radiating an
infrared light on the photographic subject. The focal length
detection device 6 reads out the information related to the
focal length of the photo-taking lens from the internal ROM
of the photo-taking lens and outputs the information to the
CPU 1. In a camera in which the photo-taking lens cannot
be replaced, this focal length detection device 6 may be
omitted and the focal length information may be supplied to
the CPU 1 in advance.

The attitude detection device 7, detects whether or not the
camera is in a lateral or longitudinal position and outputs the
result to the CPU 1. As has already been described, the
lateral position refers to the position in which the direction
of the long sides of the photographic field and the direction
of the horizon are the same and the longitudinal direction
refers to the position in which the direction of the short sides
of the photographic field and that of the horizon are the
same. The photographing mode input device 8 is for the
photographer to set the photographing mode that corre-
sponds to the purpose of the photographing, such as the
portrait mode for photographing a person and the landscape
mode for photographing landscapes. The indicator device 9
is equipped with a function for displaying photographing
information such as the exposure value on the upper surface
of the camera body and in the view finder and is also
equipped with a warning function such as a buzzer, a
synthesized sound, a vibration or the like.

The CPU 1 reads signals from the various devices 2~8 as
necessary, controls the shutter and the aperture (not shown)
and drives the photo-taking lens to the in focus position.
Also, the CPU 1 performs the composition estimation pro-
cessing by following the procedure shown in FIGS. 4A and
4B prior to a photographing operation. The following is an
explanation of the composition estimation processing. The
composition estimation processing is executed, for example,
in response to pressing the release button half way down.

As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, in the composition
estimation processing, the photographing mode, which is
input from the photographing mode input device 8, is read
in step S1. In step S2 that follows, the judgement photo-
graphing magnification a that corresponds to the photo-
graphing mode is set. The judgement photographing mag-
nification a is explained later. In step S3, the attitude of the
camera is detected from the output of the attitude detection
device 7 and in step S4 that follows, the partition pattern of
the photographic field that is required for the processing of
the signal from the line of sight detection device 2 is selected
according to the attitude of the camera. For example, when
the camera is in the lateral position, the pattern in which the
photographic field P is partitioned into a matrix-like area W
of v rows by u columns, as shown in FIG. 3A, is selected.
The number of partitions of this partition pattern (values of
u, v) may be the same as, or different from the number of
partitions of the photometric device 4 (values of m, n)
described above. Hereafter, we assume that the position of
the area W is the same as the area partitioned by the
photometric device 4, that the position of the area W is
expressed as coordinate values of the 2-dimensional rectan-
gular coordinate system wherein the horizontal direction in
the photographic field is the x axis and the vertical direction
is the y axis and that the area of a given position W is
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expressed as W(i, j). An illustration of the partition pattern
when the camera body is held in the longitudinal position is
omitted.

After the partition pattern is selected in step S4, the area
coefficient o is set in correspondence to the partition pattern
in step S5. For example, when the partition pattern shown in
FIG. 3A is selected, the area coefficients o (1, 1)~ (i, j)~a
(u, v) are assigned to area W (1, D~W(, j)~W(u, v)
respectively. The area coefficient a (i, j) is set larger as it
moves further away from the center of the photographic
field. The area coefficient a (i, j) is increased in proportion
with the distance from the center of the photographic field or
it may be changed so that it will be an increasing function
(quadratic or more) of the distance.

After setting the area coefficient a, the signal from the
vibration detection device 3 is read in step S6, and in step S7
that follows, a decision is made as to whether or not the
detected magnitude of vibration is within the allowable
range. If the magnitude of vibration is within the allowable
range, the operation proceeds to step S8 and if it exceeds the
allowable range, the operation proceeds to step S17. The
reason why the magnitude of vibration is judged is that when
the camera vibration increased, the composition cannot be
fixed and the photographic field goes unstable, then the
detection accuracy of view points goes deteriorate.

In step S8, the focal length f of the photo-taking lens is
detected according to the signal from the focal length
detection device 6 and in step S9 that follows, the photo-
graphing distance D is determined from the signal sent from
the range finding device 5. In step S10, the photographing
magnification § is determined using the formula f=f/(D-f).
For simplification, the formula may be p=t/D.

In step S11 that follows (FIG. 4B), a decision is made as
to whether or not the calculated photographing magnifica-
tion P is equal to or greater than the judgement photograph-
ing magnification a which has been set in step S2. If it is
equal to or greater than the judgement photographing mag-
nification a, the operation proceeds to step S12 and if it is
less than the judgement photographing magnification a, then
the operation proceeds to step S13. In step S12 or step S13,
the index number (hereafter referred to as the dispersion
index number) E that indicates the degree of dispersion of
the view points of the photographer within a specific period
of time, is calculated based upon the view points detected by
the line of sight detection device 2, the partition pattern that
was set in step S4 and the area coefficient that was set in step
S5. The following is an explanation of the calculation
procedure for this dispersion index number E in reference to
FIG. 5.

In the processing shown in FIG. 5, first, the timer that sets
the calculation frequency for the dispersion index number E
is activated in step S101. Then, in step S102 that follows, the
position of the visual focal point detected by the line of sight
detection device 2 is read and the position is classified as to
which area of the areas W (1, 1)~W(u, v) in FIG. 3A the
particular position belongs to. In step S103 that follows, the
present time of the view point t (i, j) is counted for only the
area W (i, j) in which the view point is presenting. After that,
in step S104, the position of the view point is verified with
the signal from the line of sight detection device 2. Then in
step S105 that follows, a decision is made as to whether or
not the area W(i, j), to which the view point belongs, as
verified in step S104, has changed from the area before. If
the area W(i, j) has changed, the area for which the present
time t(i, j) is counted, is changed to the new area in step S106
and then the operation proceeds to step S107. If the area W(i,
j) has not changed, the operation skips step S106 and
proceeds to step S107.
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In step S107, a decision is made as to whether or not the
accumulated counter time on the timer activated in step
S101 has reached a specific value. If it has not reached that
value, the operation returns to step S103 to repeat the
processing described above. If it is determined in step S107
that the time is up, then in step S108, the counting of the
present time t(i, j) for each area W(i, j) is stopped, and in step
S109 that follows, the dispersion index number E is calcu-
lated using the formula given below.

E=3(aG, )xi(i, ) . . . (=1~ j=1~v)

As is obvious from this formula, the dispersion index
number E is the total of the products that result from
multiplying the present times of the view points t(1, 1)~t(u,
v) of each area W(1, 1)~W(u, v), shown in FIG. 3C, by the
area coefficient a(i, j) of each area W(i, j) shown in FIG. 3B.
When the processing in step S109 is completed, the opera-
tion returns to the processing shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B.

Let us explain again by going back to FIGS. 4A and 4B.
After the calculation of the dispersion index number E, the
operation proceeds to either step S14 or step S15 in which
a decision is made as to whether or not the calculated
dispersion index number E is equal to or greater than the
reference values b, c. If it is equal to or greater than the
reference values b, c, the operation proceeds to step S16 and
the photographer is informed via the indicator device 9 that
the composition is good. On the other hand, if it is deter-
mined in step S14 or step S15 that the dispersion index
number E is smaller than the reference values b, c, the
operation proceeds to step S17 and a warning is issued to the
photographer with a buzzer or the like of the indicator device
9. The reference values b, ¢ have a relationship in which b<c.

With the processing described above, since the area
coefficient a(i, j) becomes greater as it is further from the
center of the photographic field, when the view points of the
photographer are concentrated on the central portion of the
photographic field, the dispersion index number E, which is
calculated in step S12 or step S13, becomes small, and the
likelihood of it being judged to be smaller than the reference
values b, ¢ in step S14 or step S15 and a warning being
issued in step S17 increases. In contrast, if the photographer
also observes the periphery of the photographic field evenly,
then the dispersion index number E becomes large and the
likelihood of it being judged to be greater than the reference
values b, ¢ in step S14 or step S15 and the good composition
indication being displayed in step S16 increases. If the view
points of the photographer are concentrated in the central
portion of the photographic field, it means the photographer
is observing only on the main photographic subject and is
not paying attention to the background, thus the likelihood
of the composition being poor is high. Therefore, the warn-
ing issued in step S17 functions effectively as the informa-
tion prompts the photographer to check his composition.
When a camera vibration is so great as to make judgment of
the composition impossible, a warning is issued in step S17
also.

In this embodiment, since the estimation as to whether or
not the composition is poor is made based upon the distri-
bution of the view points of the photographer, the function
is not impaired even when the brightness or the contrast is
low, which makes the detection of the horizon or the like
within the photographic field difficult. In this embodiment,
the dispersion index number E also increases when the
photographer observes only the periphery of the photo-
graphic field, increasing the likelihood of a warning not
being issued. However, when the photographer is con-
sciously observing on the periphery of the photographic
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field, it is reasonable to assume that some sort of intention
is involved in the determination of the composition, and
therefore, the fact that no warning is issued will present no
problem.

In this embodiment, the reference values b, ¢ are changed
in correspondence to the numeric relationship between the
photographing magnification f§ and the judgement photo-
graphing magnification a and also, b<c. Because of this,
even when the degree of dispersion of the view points is
approximately even, the likelihood of a warning being
issued increases when the photographing magnification f is
small, or, B<a (to steps S13 and S15) compared to when f=a
(to steps S12 and S14). This is because the smaller the
photographing magnification [ becomes, the smaller the
area that the main photographic subject occupies in the
photographic field becomes, thereby increasing the necessity
for verifying the composition by observing the periphery of
the photographic field.

The judgement photographing magnification a is changed
according to the photographing mode because here again we
take into consideration the necessity of observing the periph-
ery of the photographic field. For example, in the portrait
mode, the judgement photographing magnification a may be
set to a low value because the person who is the main
photographic subject occupies a large area and the back-
ground is blurred, thus, the necessity for observing the
background decreases. Whereas in the landscape mode, it is
necessary to set the judgement photographing magnification
a to a high value as the necessity for observing every corner
of the photographic field increases. The area coefficient at
the central portion of the photographic field may also be
changed to be greater in the portrait mode than in the
landscape mode.

As shown in FIG. 6, the indicator device 9 may be
provided with a composition warning device 9A and a
vibration warning device 9B, and, as shown in FIG. 7, when
it is estimated that the composition is poor in step S14 or step
S15, the operation may proceed to step S17 to prompt
verification of the composition through the composition
warning device 9A and if it is decided that vibration is
excessive in step S7, the operation may proceed to S18 to
issue a warning against vibration by the vibration warning
device 9B.

It is also possible to increase or decrease the dispersion
index number E in correspondence to the degree of disper-
sion of view points away from the main photographic
subject by considering the area where the view points in the
photographic field are concentrated most densely within a
specific length of time as the position of the main photo-
graphic subject and then by setting the area coefficient a(i,
j) in such a manner that it becomes greater as it moves away
from this particular position. As shown in FIG. 8, with a
camera in which a plurality of focal point detection areas AF
are set in the photographic field P and in which one of those
areas can be selected, the area coefficient a(i, j) may be set
in such a manner that it becomes greater as it moves away
from the selected focal point detection area AF. In this case,
the selection of the focal point detection area AF may be
made through instructions from the photographer or may be
automatically made by the camera. With a camera which
selects the focal point detection area AF based upon the line
of sight of the photographer, too, the area coefficient a(i, j)
can be set in such a manner that it becomes greater as it
moves further away from the selected focal point detection
area AF. When the area coefficient a(i, j) is set in such a
manner that it becomes greater as it moves further away
from the center of the photographic field, regardless of the
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position of the focal point detection area AF and the focal
point detection area AF is selected by the line of sight of the
photographer, the line of sight is temporarily concentrated
on the selected focal point detection area AF. Therefore, the
view point distribution information during that time should
be arranged so that it is not taken into the calculation data for
the dispersion index number E.

Second Embodiment

The second embodiment according to the present inven-
tion is explained in reference to FIGS. 9 through 19. In this
embodiment, the composition estimation processing per-
formed by the CPU 1 in the first embodiment described
earlier is modified. Therefore, the same key numbers are
assigned to components identical to those in the first
embodiment and their explanation is omitted. Only the
characteristic portions of the composition estimation pro-
cessing are explained.

FIG. 9 shows a portion of the composition estimation
processing performed in this embodiment. Step S11 in the
figure is identical to step S11 in the first embodiment and
prior to step S11, processing in steps S1~S10 shown in FIG.
4A is executed. If, in step S1 it is determined that the
photographing magnification [ is greater than the judgement
photographing magnification a, the operation proceeds to
step S21, in which the index number G that indicates the
degree to which the current composition of the photographic
field comes under the pre-determined requirements for poor
composition (hereafter referred to as the poor composition
index number) is calculated, based upon the photometric
value Bv for each element PS (refer to FIG. 2) in the
photometric device 4. The calculation of this poor compo-
sition index number G is described in detail later.

If it is determined in step S11 that the photographing
magnification [ is less than the judgement photographing
magnification a, the operation proceeds to step S22 to
calculate the dispersion index number E. The calculation
processing for this dispersion index number E is identical to
that shown in FIG. 5. After the calculation of the dispersion
index number E is complete, the operation proceeds to step
S23 to decide whether or not the dispersion index number E
is equal to or greater than the reference value h. If the
dispersion index number E is equal to or greater than the
reference value h, the operation proceeds to step S24 in
which the poor composition index number G is calculated.
If it is smaller than the reference value h, the operation
proceeds to step S25 in which a warning is issued to the
photographer with a buzzer or the like, via the indicator
device 9. The warning issued at this point is that to which the
photographer has not verified the peripheral composition of
the photographic field, as was the case in the first embodi-
ment. The judgement photographing magnification a and
reference value h here are not necessarily the same as the
judgement photographing magnification a and the reference
values b, ¢ in the first embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows the calculation processing for the poor
composition index number G. In this processing, first a
decision is made as to whether or not the camera is being
held in the lateral position according to the output from the
attitude detection device 7 in step S201. If it is not in the
lateral position, the operation proceeds to step S202, in
which the number of elements m and the number of elements
n of the photometric device 4 shown in FIG. 2, are defined
as the constant value n and the constant value m
respectively, which are to be used in subsequent processing.
When it is in the lateral position, the number of elements m
is defined as the constant value m and the number of
elements n is defined as the constant value n and they are
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used unchanged. Such an operation is performed because the
CPU 1 handles the horizontal direction of the photographic
field as the x axis direction and the vertical direction as the
y axis direction, regardless of whether the camera is held in
the longitudinal or lateral position. As a result, the numbers
of elements in the direction of the x axis and the direction of
the y axis of the photometric device 4 are reversed between
the two positions.

After the numbers of elements m, n are defined in
accordance with the attitude of the camera, the index number
(hereafter referred to as the columnar object poor composi-
tion index number) G1, which indicates the degree to which
a columnar object, such as a telephone pole or a tree, causes
poor composition, is calculated in step S203. Then, in step
S204, the index number (hereafter referred to as the main
photographic subject poor composition index number) G2,
which indicates the degree to which the position of the main
photographic subject causes poor composition, is calculated.
In step S205, the index number G3 (hereafter referred to as
the horizontal edge poor composition index number), which
indicates the degree to which a horizontal edge that divides
the photographic plane into two parts, such as the horizon,
causes poor composition, is calculated. These index num-
bers G1~G3 are set in such a manner that they become
higher as the degree to which poor composition is caused
becomes greater. A detailed description of the calculation
procedure for each index numbers G1~G3 is explained later.

After the calculation of the index numbers G1~G3, the
operation proceeds to step S206, in which a total of the index
numbers G1~G3, (G1+G2+G3) is calculated as the poor
composition index number G. After the calculation of the
poor composition index number G, the operation proceeds to
step S26 or step S27 shown in FIG. 9, in which a decision
as to whether or not the calculated poor composition index
number G is equal to or greater than the reference values p,
q is made. If it is smaller than the reference values p, g, the
operation proceeds to step S28 and the photographer is
informed via the indicator device 9 that the composition is
good. On the other hand, if the poor composition index
number G is equal to or greater than the reference values p,
g, in step S26, S27, the operation proceeds to step S25 and
a warning is issued to the photographer with a buzzer or the
like via the indicator device 9. The reference values p, q have
a relationship in which p>q. The processing in step S25 is
also executed and a warning is issued, as in the first
embodiment, when the vibration of the camera body is
significant.

The calculation procedures for the index numbers G1~G3
are explained in reference to FIGS. 11~19.

(1) Calculation processing for the columnar object poor
composition index number G1.

FIGS. 11 A, 11B and 11C show the calculation procedure
for the columnar poor composition index number G1. As
shown in FIG. 12A, when a columnar object (tree, telephone
pole, column, etc.) X1 which should be photographed so that
it extends strait up, in the vertical direction in the photo-
graphic field, is photographed on a slant as shown in FIG.
12B, it results in a poor composition. In order to reflect such
factors in the estimation of poor composition, in the pro-
cessing shown in FIGS. 11A~11C, the columnar object X1
in the photographic field is recognized based upon the
distribution of the photometric values detected by the pho-
tometric device 4 and the degrees to which the edges
(boundaries with the background) eL, ¢R of the columnar
object X1 are inclined are converted to index number. In the
following explanation, the row of the elements that share the
same X coordinate among the elements PS in the photomet-
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ric device 4 is expressed as the row y, and the row y which
is the jth row upward from the bottom in the direction of the
y axis, is expressed as the row yj. FIG. 13 shows an example
in which the camera is held in the lateral position and the
numbers of the elements PS are m=30 and n=20.

As shown in FIG. 11A, in the calculation of the index
number G1, the variable j for specifying a row to be scanned
is set at the initial value of 1 in step S211 and in step S212
the scanning of the photometric values of the elements PS
(1, )~PS (m, j) in the row yj is started. In step S213 that
follows, a decision is made as to whether or not the elements
PS that share the same photometric value Bv continue for a
specific number A or more in the row yj. If they continue,
then the operation proceeds to step S214 and the photomet-
ric value Bv and the position of the group of elements that
fit the requirements of step S213 are stored in memory. If no
group of elements that satisfies these requirement is present,
then the operation skips step 214 and proceeds to step S215.

In step S2185, a decision is made as to whether or not the
scanning of the row yj has been completed and if the
scanning is still in progress, the operation returns to step
S213. If the scanning of row yj has been completed, the
operation proceeds to step S216 (FIG. 11B), in which a
decision is made as to whether or not the variable j matches
the number of elements n in the direction of the y axis. If it
does not match, then in step S217, one is added to the
variable j and the operation returns to step S212. If the
variable j matches the number of elements n, the operation
proceeds to step S218.

In step S218, a decision is made as to whether or not any
one of the photometric values Bv stored in memory in step
S214 is common to all the rows y (row yl~row yn). When
making the decision in step S213 and in step S218 as to
whether or not the photometric values Bv of the various
elements PS are equal, as long as the difference between the
photometric values Bv is within a specific allowable range,
they may be handled as equal.

When a photometric value Bv that is common to all the
rows y exists, the operation proceeds to step S219 and a
decision is made as to whether or not a specific number of
C or more of elements whose photometric value is Bv are
contiguous among all the rows y. If this requirement is met,
the operation proceeds to step S220 and a decision is made
as to whether or not the aforementioned requirement is met
for a plurality of photometric values Byv. If this requirement
is met for a plurality of photometric values, the operation
proceeds to step S221 and the group of elements with the
lowest photometric value is selected as the object of subse-
quent processing. For example, if two groups of elements
with photometric values Bvl and Bv2 (Bvl<Bv2) are stored
in memory in step S214, and at the same time, both groups
of elements with photometric values Bvl and Bv2 satisfy the
requirements in step S218 and step S219, the group of
elements with the photometric value Bv1 stored in memory
in step 214 is selected as the object of processing. If a
negative decision is made in step S220, step S221 is omitted
and the group of elements with the photometric value Bv
stored in memory in step S214 is selected as the object of
processing.

After the group of elements with the photometric value
Bv is selected, the operation proceeds to step S222 (FIG.
1C). In step S222, of those elements with the photometric
value Bv that have been selected, the x coordinates of the
elements which are positioned at the leftmost in the row yl
and the row yn are defined as Xa and Xc respectively, and
the x coordinates of the elements that are positioned right-
most in the row y1 and the row yn are defined as Xb and Xd

Samsung EX1006

Page 46



5,831,670

11

respectively. The row yl is the row of elements that is
positioned at the lower end of the photographic field and the
row yn is the row of elements that is positioned at the upper
end of the photographic field. In step S223 that follows, the
amounts of deviation AX, and AXj, at the left and right ends
are calculated for the elements with the photometric value
Bv in the row y1 and in the row yn using the formulae below.

AX, =Xc-Xa
AXp=Xd-Xb

In step S224, a decision is made as to whether or not the
plus/minus signs of AX, and AXy match. If they match, the
operation proceeds to step S225 in which a decision is made
as to whether or not the absolute value of AX, is smaller than
the absolute value of AXjy. If it is smaller, the operation
proceeds to step S226 and the index number G1 is set in
correspondence to the absolute value of AXj. If the absolute
value of AX, is greater than that of AX, then the operation
proceeds to step S227 to set the index number G1 in
correspondence to the absolute value of AX, . The greater the
values of AX,, AXj, the greater value is set for the index
number G1. It is also possible to increase the index number
G1 proportionately to AX,, AXy or to increase the index
number G1 as an increasing function (quadratic or more)
against AX;, AX.

If negative decisions are made in steps S218, S219 and
S224, the operation proceeds to step S228 in which zero is
set for the index number G1. After the processing in steps
S226~S228 is over, the operation returns to the processing
shown in FIG. 10.

Next, an actual example of the processing shown in FIGS.
11A~11C is explained in reference to FIG. 14. The arrange-
ment of the elements of the photometric device 4 is as shown
in FIG. 13 and the specific number of elements A in step
S213 is 5 and the specific number of elements C in step S219
is 4.

FIG. 14 shows the correspondence between the photo-
graphic field P shown in FIG. 12B and the arrangement of
the elements PS of the photometric device 4. Since, gener-
ally speaking, the brightness of the columnar object X1 is
lower than that of the background area, it is assumed that in
the elements which are positioned on the columnar object
X1, a consistent photometric value Bvl which is lower than
that in the background area is detected and that in the
elements positioned on the background, a consistent photo-
metric value Bv2 which is higher than the photometric value
Bvl is detected. In a state in which the photographing
distance to the columnar object X1 is short and the photo-
taking lens is focused on it, we can assume that the back-
ground is consistently light because the background area is
beyond the depth of field and becomes unfocused.

When the processing shown in FIGS. 11A~11C is applied
to the photographic field shown in FIG. 14, in steps
S211~8215, the elements PS (1, 1)~PS (7, 1) are stored in
memory as the group with the same photometric value Bv2,
the elements PS (9, 1)~PS (14, 1) are stored in memory as
the group with the same photometric value Bvl and the
elements PS (16, 1)~PS (30, 1) are stored in memory as the
group with the same photometric value Bv2 for the row y1.
After this, identical processing is repeated for the rows
y2~y20 and the elements PS (1, 20)~PS (4, 20) are stored in
memory as the group with the same photometric value Bv2,
the elements PS (6, 20)~PS (11, 20) are stored in memory as
the group with the same photometric value Bvl and the
elements PS (13, 20)~PS (20, 20) are stored in memory as
the group with the same photometric value Bv2, for the row
y20.
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Since there are the photometric values Bvl and Bv2
which are common to the rows yl~y20, and the number of
elements with photometric value Bvl that are contiguous
among the rows y and the number of elements with the
photometric value Bv2 that are contiguous among the rows
y are, without exception, equal to or greater than C (=4) from
the row yl though the row y20, affirmative decisions are
made in both step S218 and step S219. Then in step S220,
since the photometric value Bvl<Bv2, the group of elements
with the photometric value Bvl is selected as the object of
processing. In step S221, the x coordinates of the elements
with photometric value Bv1 at the left and right ends in the
row y1l and the row y20 are selected and, as a result, Xa=9,
Xb=14, Xc=6 and Xd=11. In step S223, AX,;=6-9=-3 and
AXz=11-14=-3. As the plus/minus signs of AX, and AX,
are both negative, an affirmative decision is made is step
S224. Since the absolute values of AX, and AXy are equal,
an affirmative decision is made in step S225, then, in step
S226, the index number G1 is set in correspondence to the
absolute value of AX, (=3).

As is clear from the explanation above, in the processing
shown in FIGS. 11A~11C, a decision is made as to whether
or not a columnar object X1 that divides the photographic
field vertically into left and right portions based upon
whether or not the elements with the same photometric value
Bv are continuously present for the specific number of
elements A or more in the horizontal direction of the
photographic field and also depending upon whether or not
the elements with the same photometric value Bv are
contiguous for the specific number of elements C or more
among the individual rows y. If a columnar object X1 is
present, the amounts of deviation AX, , AX at the edges eL,
eR (refer to FIGS. 12A and 12B) of the columnar object X1
at the upper and lower ends of the photographic field are
calculated and the index number G1 is set in correspondence
to the greater value of the two. Therefore, the index number
G1 indicates the degree to which the inclination of the
columnar object affects a poor composition judgement. In
the case of a structure in which the width changes with the
height, such as a cone, as its edges incline even if the
structure stands vertical in the photographic field, there is a
likelihood that a poor composition judgment will be made
erroneously if only one edge is evaluated. However, in the
processing shown in FIGS. 11A~11C, a decision is made as
to whether or not the directions of inclination of the edges
at both ends of the columnar object match in step S224,
eliminating such a likelihood.

(2) Calculation processing for the main photographic
subject poor composition index number G2

The calculation processing for the main photographic
subject poor composition index number G2 (step S204 in
FIG. 10) is explained in reference to FIGS. 15 and 16. As
shown in FIG. 16A, when the main photographic subject (a
person in this example) X2 in the photographic field P is far
away from the upper end of the photographic field P as
shown in FIG. 16B or if the situation is reversed and the
main photographic subject is too close to the upper end of
the photographic field P, it causes a poor composition. In
order to reflect such factors in the estimation of poor
composition, in the processing shown in FIGS. 15A and
15B, the position of the upper end of the main photographic
subject is detected based upon the distribution of photomet-
ric values detected by the photometric device 4 and the
amount of deviation from its allowable range is converted to
an index number. In the following explanation, the rows of
elements that share the same x coordinates among all the
elements PS of the photometric device 4 are referred to as
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the rows y, and the row y that is the jth row from the bottom
in the direction of the y axis is expressed as the row yj.

As shown in FIG. 15A, in the calculation of the index
number G2, first the variable j, for specifying the row to be
scanned, is set to the initial value of 1 in step S241, and in
step S242, the photometric values of the elements PS(1,
D~PS(m, j) in the row yj are scanned. In step S243 that
follows, a decision is made as to whether or not the number
of elements PS with the same photometric value Bv in the
row yj accounts for F% or more of the total number of
elements m in the row yj. If there are that many or more, the
operation proceeds to step S244, in which the row yj is
defined as the row of elements yz1 and then the operation
proceeds to step S246. If the requirement in step S243 is not
satisfied, the operation proceeds to step S245 in which row
yj is defined as the row of elements yz0 and then the
operation proceeds to step S246. When determining whether
or not the elements have the same photometric value By, a
specific allowable range may be set as in the example shown
in FIGS. 11A~11C.

In step S246, a decision is made as to whether or not the
variable j matches the number of elements n in the direction
of the y axis. If it does not match, then in step S247, one is
added to the variable j and the operation returns to step S242.
If it matches, the operation proceeds to step S248, in which
a decision is made as to whether or not the boundary
between the rows of elements yz0 and yz1 is present within
the photographic field. If it is present, the operation proceeds
to step S249, in which a decision is made as to whether or
not there is only one boundary. If there is only one, the
operation proceeds to step S250, in which the y coordinate
of either one of the two rows y that are adjacent to each other
across the boundary position, is defined as the boundary
coordinate YL. In this embodiment, the Y coordinate of the
row y, which is on the lower side of the boundary, is defined
as the boundary coordinate. In step S251 that follows, a
decision is made as to whether or not the boundary coordi-
nate YL is within the allowable range according to the
relationship:

Kn=YL=L=n

If the above relationship is satisfied, the operation pro-
ceeds to step S252, in which the index number G2 is set to
0. On the other hand, if the relationship above is not
satisfied, the operation proceeds to step S253 to set the index
number G2 in correspondence to the coordinate YL. When
doing this, the greater the deviation of the coordinate YL
from the allowable range, shown in the relationship above,
the greater the value set for the index number G2. After the
processing in steps S252, S253, the operation returns to the
processing shown in FIG. 10. The F% is determined in
correspondence to the number of elements of the photomet-
ric device 4 in the direction of the x axis and it is desirable
to set it at a value as close as possible to 100%. The
coefficients K, L give the allowable range for the distance
between the upper end of the photographic field and the
upper end of the main photographic subject, and in regular
portrait photography, the ideal values for K and L are
approximately K=0.8 and 1.=0.9.

An actual example of the processing shown in FIGS. 15A
and 15B is explained in reference to FIG. 16B. FIG. 16B
shows the correspondence between the elements PS and the
photographic field P in the case that the camera is held in the
longitudinal position and the numbers of elements PS of the
photometric device 4 are n=30 and m=20. The area shaded
with diagonal lines in the figure indicates the main photo-
graphic subject X2. As for the handling of the numbers of
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elements in the longitudinal position, it is as has already
been explained in the explanation of step S202 in FIG. 10.
Since the background area that is not the main photographic
subject X2 is beyond the depth of field and becomes
unfocused, it can be assumed that the elements that corre-
spond to the background area will have a consistent photo-
metric value Bvl which is lighter than that of the elements
that correspond to the main photographic subject X2. Also,
F is set at 100.

When the processing shown in FIGS. 15A and 15B is
applied in the case of the photographic field shown in FIG.
16B, in the rows yl~y19, it is not possible for the elements
PS with the same photometric value Bvl to be present at
F(=100)% since the main photographic subject X2 and
background are present together in those rows, therefore, a
negative decision is made in step S243. Because of this, the
rows yl~y19 are defined as the rows of elements yz0 in step
S245. In the rows y20~y30, since there is only the back-
ground present, the elements with the same photometric
value Bvl are present at F% or more and consequently an
affirmative decision is made in step S243. As a result, the
rows y20~y30 are defined as the rows of elements yz1 in
step S244. Then, since there is only one boundary present
between the rows of elements yz0 and the rows of elements
yz1, affirmative decisions are made in steps S248 and S249,
thus in step S250, the Y coordinate “19” of the row y19,
which is the upper limit of the rows of elements yz0 is
defined as the boundary coordinate YL.

In step S251 that follows, if K=0.8 and 1.=0.9, then
Kn=24 and L-n=27, and then YL<K-n, thus it is determined
that the boundary coordinate YL is not within the allowable
range. As a result, the index number G2 is set in correspon-
dence to the difference between the boundary coordinate YL
and the Kn in step S253.

As is clear from the above explanation, in the processing
shown in FIGS. 15A and 15B, a decision is made as to
whether or not the main photographic object and the back-
ground are present together in each row y based upon
whether or not the same photometric value Bv is present in
that particular row y at F% or more, and the boundary
between of the rows of elements yz0 in which they are
present together and the rows of elements yz1 in which they
are not present together, is regarded as the upper end of the
main photographic subject. If the upper end of the main
photographic subject is not within the allowable range, the
index number G2 is set in correspondence to the amount of
deviation from the allowable range. Thus, the index number
G2 adequately indicates the degree to which the position of
the main photographic subject is inappropriate. When pho-
tographing the upper half of a person or some similar
subject, it is not possible that the elements that correspond
to the background are present at close to 100% in the area
that is lower than the main photographic subject, and
because of this, an erroncous decision as to whether or not
it is the main photographic subject is prevented in step S249.

(3) Calculation processing for the horizontal edge poor
composition index number G3

The calculation processing for the horizontal edge poor
composition index number G3 (step S205 in FIG. 10) is
explained in reference to FIGS. 17~19. As shown in FIG. 18,
if the edge X3 that divides the photographic field P into
upper and lower portions goes across the center of the
photographic field P, as shown by the two-point chain line
L1, or if the edge X3 inclines from the horizontal direction
of the photographic field, as shown by the two-point chain
line 1.2, then a poor composition is generated. In order to
reflect such factors on the estimation of poor composition, in
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the processing shown in FIGS. 17A~17C, the horizontal
edge X3 in the photographic field is recognized based upon
the distribution of photometric values detected by the pho-
tometric device 4 and the degree to which its position and
inclination are inappropriate is converted to an index num-
ber. In the following explanation, of all the elements PS of
the photometric device 4, the rows of elements that share the
same y coordinates are referred to as the rows x, and the row
x that is ith row from the left end in the direction of the x axis
is expressed as the row xi.

As shown in FIG. 17A, in the calculation of the horizontal
edge poor composition index number G3, first in step S271,
the rows x1 and xm are scanned and the distribution of the
photometric values in those rows are detected. The row x1
is the row of elements at the left end in the horizontal
direction in the photographic field and the row xm is the row
of elements at the right end. In step S272 that follows, a
decision is made as to whether or not the elements with the
same photometric value Bv are present continuously for the
number of elements T or more for the row x1 and for the row
xm. If the requirement in step S272 is met for both the rows
x1 and xm, then the operation proceeds to step S273 in
which the photometric value Bv and the positions of ele-
ments that satisfies the affirmation requirement are stored in
memory. If the requirement of step S272 is not met for both
the rows x1 and xm, the operation proceeds to step S284
(FIG. 17C).

In step S274, a decision is made as to whether or not the
two different photometric values Bvl, Bv2 that are common
to the row x1 and the row xm have been stored in memory
in step S273. If they have been stored in memory, the
operation proceeds to step S275 (FIG. 17B). Otherwise, the
operation proceeds to step S284. In step S275, a decision is
made as to whether or not the elements with the photometric
value Bvl and the elements with the photometric value Bv2
are contiguous in the row x1 and the row xm. If they are
contiguous, the operation proceeds to step S276, otherwise
the operation proceeds to step S284. In step S276, the y
coordinates of the contact point of the elements with the
photometric value Bvl and the elements with the photomet-
ric value Bv2 in the row x1 is defined as Ya, Yb and the y
coordinates of the contact point of elements with the pho-
tometric value Bv1 and the elements with photometric value
Bv2 in the row xm is defined as Yc, Yd. In step S277 that
follows, the judgement values J1 and Jm for identifying the
vertical relationship between the elements with the photo-
metric value Bvl and the elements with the photometric
value Bv2 in the rows x1 and xm are calculated using the
following formulas:

J1=Ya-Yb
Jm=Yc-Yd

In step S278 that follows, a decision is made as to whether
or not the plus/minus signs of the judgement values J1 and
Jm match each other. If they match, the operation proceeds
to step S279 and if not, the operation proceeds to step S284.
In step S279, the smaller value of Ya or Yb is defined as the
boundary coordinate Yx1 in the row x1 and the smaller
value of Yc or Yd is defined as the boundary coordinate Yxm
in the row xm. In step S280 (FIG. 17C) that follows, the
amount of deviation AY of the edges at the left and right
ends of the photographic field is calculated using the fol-
lowing formula and a decision as to whether or not the value
is equal to or less than the allowable value HO is made.

AY=|Yx1-Yxm|
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If the amount of deviation AY is equal to or less than the
allowable value HO, the operation proceeds to step S281 and
a decision is made as to whether or not the boundary
coordinate Yx1 (may be substituted with Yxm) is in an
non-allowable range according to the relationship below.

PnEYx1=0n

The coefficients P, Q are used for determining whether or
not the horizontal edge X3 crosses the central portion of the
photographic field and the preferable settings will be
approximately 0.4 for P and 0.6 for Q.

If the requirement in step S281 is satisfied, the operation
proceeds to step S282 to set the index number G3 at the
maximum value. If a negative decision is made in step S280,
the operation proceeds to step S283 and the index number
G3 is set in correspondence to the amount of deviation AY.
Here, the greater the amount of deviation AY, the greater the
index number G3 becomes. The degree to which it increases
may be in proportion to the amount of deviation AY or it
may be made to increase as an increasing function (quadratic
or more) against the amount of deviation AY. If a negative
decision is made in step S281, the operation proceeds to step
S284 in which the index number G3 is set to 0. When the
processing in steps S282, S283, S284 is finished, the opera-
tion returns to the processing shown in FIG. 10.

An actual example of the processing shown in FIGS.
17A~17C is explained in reference to FIG. 19. FIG. 19A
shows a composition in which the horizontal edge X3
crosses the center of the photographic field and FIG. 19B
shows a composition in which the horizontal edge X3 tilts
and both show the correspondence to the arrangement of the
elements PS of the photometric device 4. The arrangement
of the elements PS is as shown in FIG. 13 and the specific
number of elements T is 4 in step S272. For the sake of
simplification, we assume that the photometric values are
consistent in areas over and under the horizontal edge X3,
respectively. In an actual photographic image plain, various
photometric values are detected but when there is a hori-
zontal line present in the photographic image plain, there is
a distinct difference in the photometric values between areas
over and under it. Therefore, when performing the process-
ing shown in FIGS. 17A~17C, by setting an appropriate
allowable range for deciding whether or not the photometric
values are the same photometric value Bv or by converting
the photometric values on the photometric device 4 into
binary values with an appropriate threshold value, we can
regard the photographic field to be as shown in FIG. 19A and
19B.

When the processing shown in FIGS. 17A~17C is applied
to the photographic field shown in FIG. 19A, in the pro-
cessing in steps S271~S273, the elements PS (1, 1)~PS (1,
10) are stored in memory as the group with the same
photometric value Bvl and the elements PS (1, 11)~PS (1,
20) are stored in memory as the group with the same
photometric value Bv2, for the row x1. The elements PS (30,
1)~PS (30, 10) are stored in memory as the group with the
same photometric value Bvl and the elements PS (30,
11)~PS (30, 20) are stored in memory as the group with the
same photometric value Bv2 for the row x30. In this manner,
the two different photometric values Bvl, Bv2 which are
common to the rows x1 and x30 are stored in memory and
since the elements with the photometric value Bvl and the
elements with the photometric value Bv2 are contiguous in
the rows x1 and x30, affirmative decisions are made in steps
S274 and S275. Because of this, in step S276, the y
coordinates “10” and “11” of the elements PS (1, 10) and PS
(1, 11) in the row x1 are defined as Ya and Yb respectively
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and the y coordinates “10” and “11” of the elements PS(30,
10) and PS (30, 11) in the row x30 are defined as Yc and Yd
respectively. As a result, in step S277, J1=J30=-1, and both
J1 and J30 are negative values, then an affirmative decision
is made in step S278, and in step S279, Yx1=Ya=10 and
Yxm=Yc=10.

For Yx1 and Yxm above, in step S280, AY=0 and this
value is equal to or smaller the allowable value HO, then an
affirmative decision is made. If P=0.4 and Q=0.6 in step
S281, then P-n=8 and Q-n=12 because n=20, and since
Yx1=10, it is determined that the horizontal edge crosses the
central portion of the photographic field. Then in step S282,
the index number G3 is set to the maximum value.

For the photographic field shown in FIG. 19B, in the
processing performed in steps S271~S273, the elements PS
(1, )~PS (1, 10) are stored in memory as the group with the
same photometric value Bv1 and the elements PS (1, 11)~PS
(1, 20) are stored in memory as the group with the same
photometric value Bv2, for the row x1. The elements PS (30,
1)~PS (30, 4) are stored in memory as the group with the
same photometric value Bv1l and the elements PS (30, 5)~PS
(30, 20) are stored in memory as the group with the same
photometric value Bv2 for the row x30. In this case too,
there are two different photometric values Bvl and Bv2
which are common to the rows x1 and x30 and since the
groups of elements with photometric values Bvl, Bv2 are
contiguous in the rows x1 and x30, affirmative decisions are
made in steps S274, S275. Then, in step S276, the y
coordinates “10” and “11” of the elements PS (1, 10) and PS
(1, 11) are defined as Ya and Yb in the row x1 and the y
coordinates “4” and “5” of the elements PS(30, 4) and PS
(30, 5) in the row x30 are defined as Yc and Yd respectively.
As a result, J1=J30=-1 and since both J1 and J30 are
negative values, an affirmative decision is made in step
S278, then in step S279, Yx1=Ya=10 and Yxm=Yc=4. For
Yx1 and Yxm above, in step S280, AY=6 and if the
allowable value H0=3, then a negative decision is made. As
a result, in step S283, the index number G3 that corresponds
to the amount of deviation AY is set.

As is evident from the description above, with the pro-
cessing shown in FIGS. 17A~17C, a decision is made in
steps S271~S275 as to whether or not an edge that divides
the rows into upper and lower portions is present in the row
x1 and the row xm which are at both ends in the horizontal
direction of the photographic field, and if such an edges is
present, a decision is made as to whether or not the edge in
the row x1 and the edge in the row xm may be regarded as
the same horizontal edge X3, based upon the vertical rela-
tionship between the photometric values in the rows x1 and
xm in steps S276~S278. If they are determined to be the
same horizontal edge X3, the y coordinates at both ends
thereof are defined as Yx1 and Yxm in step S279. Then the
inclination of the horizontal edge X3 is calculated as the
amount of deviation AY of the y coordinates Yx1 and Yxm
and if the amount of deviation AY exceeds the allowable
value HO, then the greater the deviation, the greater a value
is set for the index number G3. Even when the inclination of
the horizontal edge X3 is within the allowable range, if it
crosses the central portion of the photographic field, the
index number G3 is set to the maximum value in steps S281
and S282. Therefore, the index number G3 effectively
indicates the degree of influence that the position and
inclination of the horizontal edge X3 will have on the
judgement of poor composition.

As has been explained so far, according to this
embodiment, the poor composition index number G
becomes greater as the degree to which the inclination of a
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columnar object, the position of the main photographic
subject and the position and inclination of a horizontal edge
fit with the requirements of poor composition becomes high,
and the likelihood of a warning being issued in step S25 as
a result of the poor composition index number G reaching or
exceeding the reference values p, q in step S26 or step S27
shown in FIG. 9, increases. Since the inherent requirements
for poor composition are set separately for each type of
edges present in the photographic field, and the index
numbers G1~G3 are calculated for individual edges in
reference to those requirements, poor composition can be
estimated in a more diverse and accurate manner compared
to the prior art.

In this embodiment, the likelihood of a composition being
determined to be a good composition increases when the
photographic magnification { is equal to or greater than the
judgement photographing magnification a, since the refer-
ence values have the relationship in which p>q. This is
because the influence of the edges in the background on the
estimation of good or poor composition is reduced when the
photographing magnification f§ increases, making the area
occupied by the main photographic subject greater. The
reason why the calculation of the dispersion index number
E is omitted when $=a is that when the photographing
magnification [} increases, the necessity for observing the
periphery of the photographic field decreases, therefore, the
time required for calculation of the dispersion index number
E is saved, preventing dead time. However, the dispersion
index number E may be calculated even when f=a and a
warning may be issued according to the level of the index
number E. When f<a, the route with which the dispersion
index number E is calculated, as described in the first
embodiment, may be divided into two or more in correspon-
dence to the photographing magnification f. It is also
possible to omit the calculation of the dispersion index
number E altogether even when f<a. By changing the
requirements for poor composition (for example, the allow-
able range for the inclination of the horizontal edge X3),
according to the photographing mode, accurate estimation of
whether or not the composition is good in each photograph-
ing mode is possible. The relationship among the index
numbers G1~G3 and the reference values p, q should be
established by setting the reference values p, q to smaller
values than the maximum values of the index numbers
G1~G3 or by setting the reference values p, q to greater
values than the maximum values of the index numbers
G1~G3.

The calculations of the aforementioned index numbers
G1~G3 may be executed by selecting one or two of them.
For example, when the photographing magnification f§ is
great, the likelihood of the portrait photographing is high
and the necessity of paying much attention to the
background, decreases, while when the photographing mag-
nification { is low, the influence of the background is great,
therefore if an affirmative decision is made in step S11 in
FIG. 9, then only the main photographic subject poor
composition index number G2 need be calculated, and if a
negative decision is made in step S11, only the horizontal
edge poor composition index number G3 need be calculated.
It is also possible to use different calculation procedures
depending upon the photographing mode. For example, the
main photographic subject poor composition index number
G2 may be calculated when the photographing mode is set
to portrait mode, the horizontal edge poor composition index
number G3 may be calculated when the photographing
mode is set to the landscape mode and the columnar object
poor composition index number G1 may be calculated in the
commemoration photo mode.
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Third Embodiment

The third embodiment of the present invention is
explained in reference to FIGS. 20~24. Identical compo-
nents to those used in the first embodiment and second
embodiment described above are assigned with the same key
numbers and their explanation is omitted.

As shown in FIG. 20, in this embodiment, an indicator
device 9 is provided with a vibration warning device 9B and
a composition correction instruction indicator device 9C.
The CPU 1 executes a correction direction detection pro-
cessing to be explained later prior to photographing, in
which it detects the correction direction required for the
composition based upon the distribution of photometric
values detected by the photometric device 4. The results are
displayed on the composition correction instruction indica-
tor device 9C.

The vibration warning device 9B and the composition
correction instruction indicator device 9C are shown in FIG.
21. The device shown in FIG. 21 is provided with indicators
90, 91 on the left side and on the upper side of the view
finder field FS of the camera. The indicator 90 is provided
with triangular direction indicator lamps 90U, 90L and a
circular central lamp 90C positioned between the two direc-
tion indicator lamps. When the camera is to be moved in the
direction of the short side of the photographic field (vertical
direction in the figure) to correct the composition, either the
direction indicator lamp 90U or the direction indicator lamp
90L., which ever corresponds to the direction for correction,
is lit. If it is not necessary to move the camera in the
direction of the short side, the central lamp 90C comes on.
The indicator 91 is provided with triangular direction indi-
cator lamps 91R, 91L and a circular central lamp 91C
positioned between the two direction indicator lamps. When
the camera is to be moved in the direction of the long side
of the photographic field (horizontal direction in the figure)
to correct the composition, either the direction indicator
lamp 91R or the direction indicator lamp 911, which ever
corresponds to the direction for correction, is lit. When it is
not necessary to move the camera in the direction of the long
side of the photographic field, the central lamp 91C comes
on. When a vibration warning is issued, all the lamps of the
indicators 90, 91, blink. All the lamps on the indicators 90,
91 remain lit to prompt verification of the composition.

FIG. 22 shows part of the composition estimation proce-
dure performed by the CPU 1 in this embodiment. Steps S11,
S22 and S23 in the figure are the same as the corresponding
steps in FIG. 9 and steps S17 and S18 are the same as the
corresponding steps in FIG. 7 so their explanation is omit-
ted. Prior to step S11, the processing in steps S1~S10 shown
in FIG. 4A is performed.

In this embodiment, when the photographing magnifica-
tion P is determined to be equal to or greater than the
judgement photographing magnification a in step S11, and
when the dispersion index number E is determined to be
equal to or greater than the reference value h in step S23, the
operation proceeds to step S31 to perform the correction
direction detection processing for the composition. The
details of this processing are to be explained later. In step
S32, a decision is made as to whether or not the direction for
correction for the composition has been specified in step
S32. If the correction direction has been specified, the
operation proceeds to step S33 to indicate the direction of
that correction on the indicator 90 or the indicator 91. If it
is decided in step S32 that there is no direction for
correction, the operation proceeds to step S34 in which the
good composition indication is performed.

FIG. 23 shows the details of the composition correction
direction detection processing. In this processing, the direc-
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tion for correction required for maintaining the correct
distance between the upper end of the main photographic
subject and the upper end of the photographic field is
detected. In the following explanation, the expressions used
in relation to the x axis direction and y axis direction of the
photographic field and the arrangements of the elements on
the photometric device 4, are common to those used in the
second embodiment.

In the processing shown in the figure, first, in step S301,
the y coordinate YL at the upper end of the main photo-
graphic subject within the photographic field is determined,
based upon the distribution of photometric values detected
by the photometric device 4. This processing is identical to
that performed in steps S241 through S250 shown in FIGS.
15A and 15B. In other words, in step S301 it determines the
boundary coordinate YL as in step S250 in FIG. 15B. After
the coordinate YL is determined, the operation proceeds to
step S302, in which a decision is made as to whether or not
the coordinate YL is within the allowable range, as in step
S251 in FIG. 15B. If the coordinate YL is not within the
allowable range, the operation proceeds to step S303 to
determine whether or not the coordinate YL is less than the
lower limit (K-n) of the allowable range. If it is less than the
lower limit (K'n), the operation proceeds to step S304 to set
the correction direction to “down”. On the other hand, if the
coordinate YL is not less than the lower limit (K-n ), the
operation proceeds to step S305 to set the correction direc-
tion to “up”. If the coordinate YL is determined to be within
the allowable range in step S302, the operation proceeds to
step S306 to set the correction direction to “no correction
direction”. When the processing in steps S304~S306 is
completed, the operation returns to the processing shown in
FIG. 22. If negative decisions are made for the requirements
that correspond to those in steps S248, S249 in FIG. 15B
during the detection processing for the coordinate YL in step
S301, the operation proceeds to step S306.

In the processing described above, the correction direc-
tion “down” is displayed on the indicator 90 or 91 if the
position of the upper end of the main photographic subject
is out of the allowable range downwards, and on the contrary
thereto if it is out of range upwards, the correction direction
“up” is displayed on the indicator 90 or 91. For example, in
the composition shown in FIG. 24A, since the main photo-
graphic subject X2 is positioned toward the bottom of the
photographic field P, the direction for correction is deter-
mined to be “down” and the indicator lamp 90L on the
indicator 90 comes on. On the indicator 91, the central lamp
91C comes on. When the camera is moved downwards, by
following the instruction on the indicator 90, the main
photographic subject X2 makes relative upward movement
in the photographic field. As shown in FIG. 24B, if the
detection of composition correction direction is repeated in
the state in which the main photographic subject X2 is
within the allowable range, the composition is determined
have no correction direction and the central lamp 90C on the
indicator 90 is lit.

If the direction for correction of the composition is
instructed as in this embodiment, even when the photogra-
pher does not know typical examples of poor composition,
he can photograph a picture in which the composition is
good by merely following the display instructions in the
camera. Which of the indicators 90 or 91 is used is deter-
mined by the attitude of the camera. In other words, when
the camera is held in the lateral position, the indicator 90 is
used to instruct the correction in the vertical direction and
when the camera is held in the longitudinal position, the
indicator 91 is used to instruct the correction in the vertical
direction.
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Although in the example described above, only the direc-
tion for correction related to the position of the main
photographic subject is detected, the direction for correction
for the columnar object X1 shown in FIG. 12B and the
inclination of the horizontal edge X3 shown in FIG. 19B can
be detected by applying the calculation of the index numbers
G1 and G3 in the second embodiment. These examples are
explained in reference to FIGS. 25 and 26.

FIG. 25 shows the correction direction detection proce-
dure for a columnar object. In this example, first, in step
S311, the inclination of the columnar object within the
photographic field is detected, based upon the distribution of
photometric values detected by the photometric device 4.
This processing is identical to that in steps S211 through
S223 in the calculation procedure for the columnar object
poor composition index number G1 shown in FIGS. 11A
through 11C. In other words, in step S311, the amounts of
deviation AX;, AXj are calculated as in step S223 in FIG.
11C.

When the amounts of deviation AX, and AXjy are
calculated, a decision is made as to whether or not the
plus/minus signs of the two quantities match in step S312
that follows. This decision must be made since, if they do
not match, it means that the directions of inclination of the
columnar object are different on the left and right sides and
consequently, the direction for correction cannot be speci-
fied. If in step S312 it is determined that the plus/minus signs
match, the operation proceeds to step S313 to determine
whether or not the plus/minus sign of the amount of devia-
tion AXy (may be substituted by AX, ) is a positive value. If
it is a positive value, then the operation proceeds to step
S314 to set the direction for correction to the clockwise
direction. If the amount of deviation AXy is a negative value,
the direction for correction is set to the counter clockwise
direction. If it is determined in step S312 that the plus/minus
signs do not match, the operation proceeds to step S316 to
decide that there is “no correction direction”. The operation
also proceeds to step S316 if a negative decision is made in
step S311 for the requirement that corresponds to those in
steps S218, S219 in FIG. 11B.

As is clearly shown in FIG. 14, when the columnar object
X1 inclines to the left of the photographic field, the amount
of deviation AXj is a negative value because Xc<Xa, and in
the reverse case, in which the columnar object X1 inclines
to the right of the photographic field, the amount of devia-
tion AXy is a positive value because Xc>Xa. When the
columnar object X1 is inclined to the left, the inclination is
reduced by turning the camera in the counter clockwise
direction, with the center of the photographic field as the
axis, and if the inclination is in the opposite direction, the
camera must be turned in the clockwise direction. Since, in
the processing shown in FIG. 25, the direction for correction
is determined to be counter clockwise when the amount of
deviation AX is a negative value, and to be the clockwise
direction when it is a positive value in step S313, the
photographer can be accurately instructed as to the direction
for correction of the inclination of the columnar object X1.

FIG. 26 shows the correction direction detection proce-
dure for a horizontal edge. In this example, first, in step
S321, the position of the horizontal edge within the photo-
graphic field is detected, based upon the distribution of
photometric values detected by the photometric device 4.
This processing is identical to that in steps S271 through
S279 in the calculation procedure for the horizontal edge
poor composition index number G3 shown in FIGS.
17A~17C. In other words, in step S321, the y coordinates
Yx1 and Yxm of the horizontal edge X3 at the left and right
ends are calculated as in step S279 shown in FIG. 17B.
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In step S322 that follows, a decision is made as to whether
or not the amount of deviation AY that corresponds to the
inclination of the horizontal edge X3 is equal to or less than
the allowable value HO, as in step S280 in FIG. 17C. If it is
determined that it exceeds the allowable value HO, the
operation proceeds to step S323 in which a decision is made
as to whether or not the Y coordinate Yx1 at the left end of
the horizontal edge X3 is smaller than the Y coordinate Yxm
at the right end. If it is smaller, the operation proceeds to step
S324 to set the direction for correction to the counter
clockwise direction. Unless the coordinate Yx1 is smaller
than the coordinate Yxm, the operation proceeds to step
S325 to set the direction for correction to the clockwise
direction. If in step S322 it is determined that the inclination
is equal to or less than the allowable value H0, the operation
proceeds to step S326 to decide that there is no direction for
correction. The operation also proceeds to step S326 if
negative decision is made for any one of the requirements
that correspond to those in steps S272, S274, S275 and S278
in FIGS. 17A and 17B.

When the horizontal edge X3 is inclined downward to the
right, as shown in FIG. 19B, a negative decision is made in
step S323 because Yx1>Yxm and the composition correc-
tion direction is set to the clockwise direction in step S325.
On the other hand, if the horizontal edge X3 is inclined
downward to the left, an affirmative decision is made in step
S323 because Yxl<Yxm and the composition correction
direction is set to the counter clockwise direction in step
S324. When the horizontal edge X3 is inclined downward to
the right, the inclination can be reduced by turning the
camera clockwise with the center of the photographic field
as the axis, and if the inclination is in the opposite direction,
then the camera should be turned in the counter clockwise
direction. Therefore, with the processing shown in FIG. 26,
the photographer is accurately instructed as to the direction
for correction of the inclination of the horizontal edge X3.
Alternatively, the processing in step S281, as shown in FIG.
20, may be executed when an affirmative decision is made
in step S322 and a separate warning may be issued when the
horizontal edge X3 crosses the center of the photographic
field.

The aforementioned processing shown in FIGS. 25 and 26
may replace the processing shown in FIG. 23 or may be
implemented in addition to the processing shown in FIG. 23.
However, when a plurality of processings are performed, the
directions for correction detected in the various processings
may be mutually conflicting, as, for example, when the
direction for correction that corresponds to the columnar
object X1 is the clockwise direction and the direction for
correction that corresponds to the horizontal edge X3 is
counter clockwise. In such an event, it is necessary to
implement support operating such as a decision that there is
no direction for correction. In order to instruct the direction
of rotation as the direction for correction, it is advisable to
use the indicators 92, 93 shown in FIG. 27.

In the example shown in FIG. 27, a pair of indicators 92,
93 are provided on the left and right of the view finder field
FS of the camera, respectively. The indicators 92, 93 are
provided with the arrow-shaped direction indicator lamps
92U, 93U that point upward in the direction of the short side
of the photographic field, the arrow-shaped direction indi-
cator lamps 92L., 93L that point downwards and the direction
indicator lamps 92SR, 93SL that point outwards in the
direction of the long side of the photographic field. A means
for light emitting in the known art of the kind used in the
display within the view finder such as an LED may be used
for these indicator lamps.
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With the indicators 92, 93 described above, an upward
correction can be indicated by lighting the direction indica-
tor lamps 92U, 93U, and a downward correction can be
indicated by lighting the direction indicator lamps 92L, 93L..
Correction to the right side can be indicated by lighting the
direction indicator lamp 92SR and correction to the left side
can be indicated by lighting the direction indicator lamp
92SL.. Also, by lighting the direction indicator lamps 92U
and 93L at the same time, correction in the counter clock-
wise direction can be indicated and by lighting the direction
indicator lamps 921 and 93U at the same time, correction in
the clockwise direction can be indicated.

For example, in the composition shown in FIG. 28A, the
direction indicator lamps 92U and 93L are lit at the same
time as the columnar object X1 is inclined to the left of the
photographic field P. If the camera is turned in the counter
clockwise direction by following these indications, the incli-
nation of the columnar object X1 is corrected as shown in
FIG. 28B. In the composition shown in FIG. 29A, the
direction indicator lamps 93U and 92L are lit at the same
time as the horizontal edge X3 is inclined downward to the
right within the photographic image plane P. If the camera
is turned in the clockwise direction by following these
indications, the inclination of the horizontal edge X3 is
corrected as shown in FIG. 29B.

When it is not necessary to correct the composition, all the
indicator lamps are off. In order to issue a vibration warning,
all the indicator lamps are blinked. A verification of the
composition may be prompted based upon the dispersion
index number E by lighting all the lamps.

Fourth Embodiment

The fourth embodiment of the present invention is
explained in reference to FIGS. 30 and 31. In this
embodiment, the composition estimation processing that is
different from those performed in the other embodiments
described above is performed by the CPU1. Therefore, the
characteristic portions of the composition estimation pro-
cessing are mainly explained below.

FIG. 30 shows the procedure for composition estimation
processing performed in this embodiment. In comparison
between the processing shown in FIG. 30 and that performed
in the first embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, we
see that step S41 corresponds to step S1, step S42 corre-
sponds to step S3, step S43 corresponds to step S4, step S44
corresponds to step S6 and Step S45 corresponds to step S7.
If, in step S45 it is determined that the magnitude of
vibration is not within the allowable range, the operation
proceeds to step S52 to issue a warning against vibration
caused by hand movement.

If it is determined in step S45 that the magnitude of
vibration is within the allowable range, the operation pro-
ceeds to step S46 in which the distribution of view points of
the photographer is detected based upon the lines of sight
detected by the line of sight detection device 2. This
processing corresponds to the processing performed in steps
S101~S108 in FIG. 5. In other words, in this processing, the
view point present time t (i, j), for each area W shown in
FIG. 3C is detected. When the distribution of the view points
is detected, the operation proceeds to step S47 in which the
area W (i, j), for which the view points present time t (i, j)
is the longest, is specified as the position of the main
photographic subject. For example, when taking a picture
with a person as the main photographic subject, since the
view points are concentrated on the face of the person, the
position of the main photographic subject can be specified
very accurately with the processing described above. Even
when the photographic subject is not a person, the view

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

24

points will be concentrated thereon in the same manner and
the processing described above can be used without modi-
fication.

When the position of the main photographic subject has
been determined, the positions of edges within the photo-
graphic field are detected in step S48. In this processing, the
coordinates Xa, Xb, Xc and Xd of the columnar object X1
at the left and right ends (refer to FIG. 14) and the coordi-
nates Ya, Yb, Yc and Yd of the horizontal edge X3 at the left
and right ends (refer to FIGS. 19A and 19B) are determined
as explained in the description of the second embodiment.
When the positions of the edges have been determined, the
operation proceeds to step S49, in which a decision is made
as to whether or not the positional relationship between the
main photographic subject and the edges falls into one of the
typical examples of poor composition. For example, if the
horizontal edge X3 is separated from the face of the main
photographic subject X2 by a great distance, as shown in
FIG. 31A, the composition is estimated to be good. In the
reverse case, that is, if the horizontal edge X3 is crossing the
vicinity of the face, as shown in FIG. 31B, the composition
is judged to be poor. The composition is also judged to be
poor if the columnar object X1 (FIG. 12) overlaps the main
photographic subject X2.

If the composition is estimated to be poor in step S49, the
operation proceeds to step S50, to issue a warning to the
photographer that the composition is poor and then the
operation returns to step S44. On the other hand, if the
composition is estimated to be good, the operation proceeds
to step S51, to display the indication that the composition is
good. In this manner, in this embodiment, the position of the
main photographic subject is specified based upon the
distribution of the view points of the photographer. The
estimation as to whether or not the composition is good is
made based on the positional relationship between the main
photographic subject and the edges. Consequently, even
when the main photographic subject is off center in the
photographic field, typical examples of poor composition
can be accurately detected.

Depending upon the number of partition areas W, (the
values of u, v) in the photographic field, as shown in FIG.
3A, there may be a plurality of areas W that correspond to
the area of the face of the person. In order to deal with this
situation, it is appropriate to calculate in advance the number
of areas W that the face of the person covers and to set
specific areas around the area where the view points are
concentrated as the face of the person. As the size of the
main photographic subject also changes in correspondence
to the photographing magnification f, it is recommended
that the photographing magnification [ be calculated by
adding the processing in steps S8~S10 shown in FIG. 4A
and the areas that are regarded as the main photographic
subject be adjusted according to the value of the photo-
graphing magnification f3.

Although in this embodiment, the positions of the edges
are determined by using the procedure for calculating the
index numbers G1~G3 in the second embodiment described
above, the present invention is not restricted to this method.
For example, the horizon or the edges at boundaries between
the photographic main subject and the background or
between a columnar object and the background may be
specified by detecting the edge with the greatest contrast
within the photographic field as the first priority. Or, the
position of the edge and its type may be identified through
an edge detection method of the known art in the area of
image processing, such as enhancing the edge by applying
a differential filter on the distribution of photometric values
detected by the photometric device 4.
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FIGS. 32 and 33 show examples of warning displays that
can be used in the various embodiments described above.
FIG. 32A shows an example in which a warning is issued by
changing the display color or the brightness of the indicator
100 that indicates shutter speed, exposure information and
the like and which is provided on the lower side of the view
finder field FS. FIG. 32B shows an example in which a
warning is issued by changing the display color or bright-
ness in the view finder field FS. FIG. 32C shows an example
in which a warning is issued by either lighting or blinking
the dot-like warning mark 101 on the outside of the corner
of the view finder field FS. FIG. 32D shows an example in
which a warning is issued by either lighting or blinking the
dot-like warning mark 102 on the inside of the corner of the
view finder field FS. FIG. 33A shows an example in which
a warning is issued by either lighting or blinking the
frame-like warning mark 103 on the outside of the view
finder field FS. FIG. 33B shows an example in which a
warning is issued by either lighting or blinking the frame-
like warning mark 104 on the inside of the view finder field
FS. FIG. 33C shows an example in which a warning is
issued by either lighting or blinking the warning message
105 within the view finder field FS. FIG. 33D shows an
example in which a warning is issued by either lighting or
blinking the warning message 106 inside the indicator 100.
These warnings can be used separately as appropriate for
different purposes, such as for prompting verification of a
composition based upon the dispersion index number E, for
warning of poor composition based upon the poor compo-
sition index number G, for warning against hand-motion
vibration and so forth.

In all the embodiments described above, the criteria for
estimating whether or not a composition is poor can be
changed according to the focal length of the photo-taking
lens. For example, in the case of a wide angle lens, the
likelihood of photographing a city or mountainous skyline in
the background is high and also, a diagonal edge tends to be
present in such compositions because of the perspective of
the lens. For these reasons, therefore, the allowable range for
the inclination of a columnar object or horizontal edge
should be widened. If on the other hand, in the case of a
telephoto lens, the background is often monotonous, and so
the allowable range for the inclination of edges should be
narrowed.

In all the embodiments explained so far, we assume that
the camera is provided with a function for selecting various
photographing modes, however, with a camera that has no
such function, values for the judgement photographing
magnification a and the area coefficient o which seem to be
optimal and various requirements for poor composition
should be determined in advance and be supplied to the CPU
1. The detection processing of the horizontal edge X3
explained in the second and third embodiment can be
applied to an edge that divides the photographic field into
two vertical portions, left and right, by switching the x axis
direction and the y axis direction.

I claim:

1. A camera capable of issuing composition information,
comprising:

a view point information detection means for detecting
information related to a distribution of view points of a
photographer from a specific position within a photo-
graphic field, said view points being obtained by
detecting a line of sight of the photographer, said view
points being points at which the photographer is actu-
ally looking; and

a composition quality estimation means for estimating
whether a composition is good based upon the distri-
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bution of view points of the photographer, and estimat-
ing that a composition is poor when a degree of
dispersion of view points of said photographic field
does not exceed a specific allowable value.

2. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 1, further comprising a warning means
for issuing a warning when the composition is estimated to
be poor.

3. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 1 wherein:

said specific position is a central portion of said photo-
graphic field.

4. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 1 wherein:

said specific position is a position at which view points are
most densely concentrated within said photographic
field.

5. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 1 wherein:

said specific position is a focal point detection area
defined within said photographic field.

6. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 1, further comprising:

a magnification detection means for detecting a photo-
graphing magnification wherein:

said composition quality estimation means changes said
specific allowable value such that the degree of disper-
sion of view points is larger when said photographing
magnification is reduced.

7. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 1, further comprising:

a magnification detection means for detecting a photo-
graphing magnification, and

a warning prevention means for preventing the issue of
said warning from said warning means when the pho-
tographing magnification exceeds a specific value.

8. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 1, further comprising:

a hand-motion vibration information detection means for
detecting information related to a vibration state of the
camera,

a hand-motion vibration state judgment means for judging
whether the vibration state is within an allowable range
when estimating whether the composition is good, and

a hand-motion vibration warning means for issuing a
warning when the vibration state has been judged to be
outside said allowable range when estimating whether
a composition is good.

9. A camera capable of issuing composition information,

comprising:

a view point information detection means for detecting
information related to a distribution of view points of a
photographer within a photographic field, said view
points being obtained by detecting a line of sight of the
photographer,

a composition quality estimation means for judging
whether a degree of dispersion of view points of the
photographer from a specific position within said pho-
tographic field does not exceed a specific allowable
degree of dispersion based upon detected information
from said view point information detection means, and
estimating that a composition is poor when the degree
does not exceed said specific allowable degree of
dispersion, and

a warning means for issuing a warning when the compo-
sition is estimated to be poor.
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10. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 9 wherein:

said specific position is a central portion of said photo-
graphic field.
11. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 9 wherein:

said specific position is a position at which view points are
most densely concentrated within said photographic
field.
12. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim wherein:

said specific position is a focal point detection area
defined within said photographic field.
13. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 9, further comprising:

a magnification detection means for detecting a photo-
graphing magnification wherein:

said composition quality estimation means changes said
specific allowable value such that the degree of disper-
sion of view points is larger when said photographing
magnification is reduced.

14. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 9, further comprising:

a magnification detection means for detecting a photo-
graphing magnification, and
a warning prevention means for preventing the issue of
said warning from said warning means when the pho-
tographing magnification exceeds a specific value.
15. A camera capable of issuing composition information
according to claim 9, further comprising:

a hand-motion vibration information detection means for
detecting information related to a vibration state of the
camera;

a hand-motion vibration state judgment means for judging
whether the vibration state is within an allowable range
when estimating whether composition is good, and

a hand-motion vibration warning means for issuing a
warning when the vibration state has been judged to be
outside said allowable range when estimating whether
a composition is good.

16. A camera capable of issuing composition information,

comprising:

a view point information detection circuit that detects
information related to a distribution of view points of a
photographer within a photographic field, said view
points being obtained by detecting a line of sight of the
photographer, and issues signals as a result of the
detection, said view points being points at which the
photographer is actually looking,

a composition quality estimation circuit that estimates
whether a composition is good based upon the issued
signals from said view point information detection
circuit, estimates that a composition is poor when a
degree of dispersion of view points of said photo-
graphic field does not exceed a specific allowable
value, and issues signals as a result of the estimation.

17. A camera capable of issuing composition information

according to claim 16, further comprising a warning device
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that issues a warning when a signal indicating poor com-
position has been issued from said composition quality
estimation circuit.

18. A method for issuing composition information for a
camera, comprising the steps of:

detecting information relating to a distribution of view
points of a photographer within a photographic field,
said view points being obtained by detecting a line of
sight of the photographer, said view points being points
at which the photographer is actually looking;

estimating whether a composition is good based upon the
distribution of view points of the photographer; and

estimating that a composition is poor when a degree of
dispersion of view points of said photographic field
does not exceed a specific allowable value.

19. A method for issuing composition information for a
camera according to claim 18, further comprising a step of
issuing a warning when the composition is estimated to be
poor.

20. A camera capable of issuing composition information,
comprising:

a view point information detection circuit that detects
information related to a distribution of view points of a
photographer within a photographic field, said view
points being obtained by detecting a line of sight of the
photographer, and issues signals as a result of the
detection, said view points being points at which the
photographer is actually looking,

a composition quality estimation circuit that estimates
whether a degree of dispersion of view points of the
photographer field does not exceed a specific allowable
degree of dispersion based upon an issued signal from
said view point information detection circuit, and esti-
mates that a composition is poor when the degree of
dispersion does not exceed said specific allowable
degree of dispersion and issues signals as a result of the
estimation, and

a warning device that issues a warning when a signal
indicating poor composition has been issued from said
composition quality estimation circuit.

21. A method for issuing composition information for a

camera, comprising the steps of:

detecting information related to a distribution of view
points of a photographer within a photographic field,
said view points being obtained by detecting a line of
sight of the photographer, said view points being points
at which the photographer is actually looking,

making a decision as to whether a degree of dispersion of
view points of the photographer from a specific posi-
tion within said photographic field does not exceed a
specific allowable degree of dispersion,

estimating a composition to be poor when said degree of
dispersion does not exceed said specific allowable
degree of dispersion, and

issuing a warning when the composition is estimated to be
poor.
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