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CONTROLLING DRIVER BEHAVIOR AND
MOTOR VEHICLE RESTRICTION CONTROL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application is a continuation applica-
tionofU.S. Ser. No. 11/329,633, filed Jan. 11, 2006, the entire
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The invention relates generally to the field of motor
vehicle control, and more particularly to a system for restrict-
ing a driver’s operation of a motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

[0003] Automobile accidents typically involve, or are
caused by, a person driving at a speed in excess of the posted
safe speed limit. Teenagers, in particular, often exceed the
posted speed limit due to inexperience, immaturity, and care-
lessness.

[0004] Various attempts have been made to prevent inad-
vertent or intentional speeding. For example, there are
devices that can be installed in a car that transmit to a remote
receiver what speed the car is moving. However, this solution
does not prevent a driver from exceeding the posted speed
limit. Some automobiles include a speed alarm or a cruise
control mechanism. These devices, however, cannot be pro-
grammed in advance with the posted speed limit.

[0005] There has been some investigation into systems that
include roadside devices that transmit speed limits and other
information to passing vehicles. However, the infrastructure
required to properly implement this type of system does not
exist.

[0006] Another known device that controls a vehicle’s
maximum speed is a governor. A governor does not allow a
vehicle to exceed a particular speed that is determined when
the governor is installed. However, a governor is limited in
that the once the maximum vehicle speed is set, it cannot be
overridden by the driver in an emergency or by the owner of
the vehicle. Further, the maximum speed that the vehicle can
achieve may still exceed the safe speed limits of certain resi-
dential roads.

[0007] One speed limiting system teaches allowing a driver
to input vehicle operating speed limits, but is silent on
enabling an owner of a vehicle to externally or remotely input
vehicle operating speed limits thereby controlling the opera-
tion of the vehicle regardless of who is driving the vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The invention relates generally to the field of motor
vehicle control, and more particularly to a system for restrict-
ing a driver’s operation of a motor vehicle.

[0009] In one aspect, the invention involves a system for
restricting a driver’s operation of a motor vehicle. The system
includes a driver identification module for identifying the
driver operating the motor vehicle, a storage device for stor-
ing at least one restriction profile defining for the driver at
least one restriction of the operation the motor vehicle, and a
motor vehicle controlling module for restricting the operation
of'the motor vehicle according to the at least one restriction in
response to the driver identification module identifying the
driver.
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[0010] In some embodiments, the driver identification
module includes a biometric device, a voice recognition
device, or a user interface device for entering a user name.

[0011] In other embodiments, the at least one restriction
includes the maximum speed at which the motor vehicle can
be operated, a time of day during which the motor vehicle can
be operated, or a geographical location in which the motor
vehicle can be operated.

[0012] In some embodiments, the motor vehicle control-
ling module includes a speed limiting device, or an ignition
disabling means.

[0013] Inanother embodiment, the system further includes
a global positioning system and an alarm. The alarm engages
in response to the global positioning system determining that
the motor vehicle has traveled to a restricted location. The
alarm includes an audible alarm located within the motor
vehicle or a wireless transmitter for transmitting a warning
message to a remote wireless receiver.

[0014] In still another embodiment, the system further
includes a user interface for inputting or editing the at least
one restriction profile. In yet another embodiment, the system
further includes an override module for overriding the at least
one restriction during an emergency.

[0015] Inanother embodiment, the system further includes
a wireless communication module for remotely inputting or
editing the at least one restriction profile and for remotely
overriding the at least one restriction. In still another embodi-
ment, the system further includes a wireless communication
module for enabling the driver to request that the at least one
restriction be temporarily disabled. In yet another embodi-
ment, the system further includes a distance sensor for sens-
ing the distance between the motor vehicle and another
vehicle. The speed limiting device reduces the motor vehicle
speed to comply with a predetermined minimum distance
restriction.

[0016] In another aspect, the invention involves a method
for restricting a driver’s operation of a motor vehicle. The
method includes providing a driver identification module for
identifying the driver operating the motor vehicle, providing
a storage device for storing at least one restriction profile
defining for the driver at least one restriction of the operation
the motor vehicle, and providing a motor vehicle controlling
module for restricting the operation of the motor vehicle
according to the at least one restriction in response to the
driver identification module identifying the driver.

[0017] In yet another aspect, the invention involves a pro-
gram storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform method steps for restricting a driver’s
operation of a motor vehicle. The method steps include pro-
viding a driver identification module for identifying the driver
operating the motor vehicle, providing a storage device for
storing at least one restriction profile defining for the driver at
least one restriction of the operation the motor vehicle, and
providing a motor vehicle controlling module for restricting
the operation of the motor vehicle according to the at least one
restriction in response to the driver identification module
identifying the driver.
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[0018] The foregoing and other objects, aspects, features,
and advantages of the invention will become more apparent
from the following description and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] In the drawings, like reference characters generally
refer to the same parts throughout the different views. Also,
the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead
generally being placed upon illustrating the principles of the
invention.

[0020] FIG. 1 is an illustrative block diagram of a motor
vehicle restriction control system according to one embodi-
ment of the invention.

[0021] FIG. 2 is an illustrative block diagram of a central
control unit of a motor vehicle restriction control system
according to one embodiment of the invention.

[0022] FIG. 3 is an illustrative block diagram of a compari-
son module of a motor vehicle restriction control system
according to one embodiment of the invention.

[0023] FIG. 4 is an illustrative block diagram of a rule
activation module of a motor vehicle restriction control sys-
tem according to one embodiment of the invention.

[0024] FIG. 5 is an illustrative flow diagram of the opera-
tion of a motor vehicle restriction control system according to
one embodiment to the invention.

DESCRIPTION

[0025] The present invention enables an owner of a motor
vehicle to restrict another person’s use and operation of the
owner’s motor vehicle. For example, the invention enables a
parent to restrict their child’s use of the parent’s motor vehicle
by limiting the functionality of the motor vehicle, such as
limiting the maximum speed that the motor vehicle can reach,
for example.

[0026] The motor vehicle restriction control system, in one
embodiment, is implemented using a computer mounted on
the dashboard of a motor vehicle, such as a touch screen, for
example. In other embodiments, a CPU is installed in the
motor vehicle and a user interfaces with the CPU via a laptop
computer, or handheld computer connected to a communica-
tion port on the dashboard of the motor vehicle.

[0027] The motor vehicle restriction control system
includes control and database functions that are implemented
as software executed on the CPU and stored in a data storage
unit (e.g. hard disk) in communication with the CPU. The
CPU is also in communication with various electromechani-
cal devices disposed within the motor vehicle, which are
described in further detail below.

[0028] Referring to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, a block
diagram of a motor vehicle restriction control system 100 is
shown. The motor vehicle restriction control system 100
includes a central control unit 102. The central control unit
102 is in communication with an identification verification
module 104, a location/navigation module 132, an environ-
ment module 130, a situation control module 122, an override
control module 120, a vehicle control module 114, a restric-
tion profile database 112, and a wireless communication
module 116.

[0029] The identification verification module 104 is also in
communication with an identity input device (e.g., biometrics
interface 106, mic 108, user interface 110), the restriction
profile database 112, the override control module 120, and the
wireless communication module 116. In one embodiment,
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the identity input device is a user interface 110 for entering a
simple user ID or password. In other embodiments, the iden-
tity input device is a microphone 108, or a biometric interface
106.

[0030] The situation control module 122 is in communica-
tion with a distance sensor 124, a speed sensor 136, and
biometric sensor 129. The environment module 130 is in
communication with a camera 128, and a microphone 126.
The location/navigation module 132 is in communication
with a global positioning system (GPS) 134 or like satellite-
based object tracking system. Thus, preferably a GPS based
receiver is located in the vehicle and is used for tracking the
vehicle’s current position, which can be communicated to the
vehicle’s owner.

[0031] Referring to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the central
control unit 102 includes an identity processor 204, a rule
activation module 202, a rule processing module 206, a com-
parison module 208, a situation processing module 210, and
a task request module 212.

[0032] The rule activation module 202 is in communication
with the identity processor 204, the rule processing module
206, and the restriction profile database 112. The identity
processor 204 is in communication with the identity verifica-
tion module 104.

[0033] The comparison module 208 is in communication
with rule processing module 206, the override control module
120, the location/navigation module 132, the situation control
module 122, the environment module 130, the situation pro-
cessing module 212, and the task request module 212.
[0034] The task request module 212 is also in communica-
tion with the vehicle control module 114 and the wireless
communication module 116. The situation processing mod-
ule 210 is also in communication with the situation control
module 122.

[0035] Referringagainto FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, in one embodi-
ment, in operation, the motor vehicle restriction control sys-
tem 100 is used by an owner of a motor vehicle to restrict
another driver’s operation of the motor vehicle.

[0036] The owner of the motor vehicle, such as a parent, for
example, logs onto the motor vehicle restriction control sys-
tem 100 by entering an administrative or superuser password
into the identification verification module 104 via the user
interface 110 or via remote terminal capable of wirelessly
communicating with the wireless communication module
116. The parent creates a restriction profile for one or more of
their children, or other users of the motor vehicle. The restric-
tion profile includes at least one motor vehicle function
restriction/operating rule, such as a maximum operating
speed. For example, the parent can set the vehicles maximum
operating speed to 40 mph for local roads and 55 mph for
highways. Parents can create a complex set of motor vehicle
function restriction rules that are dependent on both the age of
the driver and the particular situation that the driver is in (e.g.
time of day, location, etc.). The restriction profile is stored in
the restriction profile database 112 and can only be edited by
someone with the administrative password.

[0037] A user of the owner’s motor vehicle, such as a teen-
age child, for example, must identify himself before the motor
vehicle can be used. The user can identity himself via the user
interface 110 by entering a user ID, via the biometric interface
106 by entering fingerprints, or via the microphone 108 by
speaking a user ID. The identification verification module
106 takes the entered identification information and verifies
the identity of the user. Once the identity of the user is verified
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the identity of'the user is passed to the identity processor 204,
which then instructs the rule activation module 202 to retrieve
a restriction profile associated with the user from the restric-
tion profile database 112.

[0038] The rule processing module 206 passes the particu-
lar function restrictions/operating rules from the particular
restriction profile to the comparison module 208. The com-
parison module 208 compares the particular function restric-
tions/operating rules with sensor input data obtained from
various sensors, in real time, as the vehicle is operated. In
response, the comparison module 208 sends instructions to
the task request module 212, which sends instructions to the
vehicle control module 114 to limit the functionality of the
motor vehicle according to the particular function restric-
tions/operating rules. Types of sensor input data may include,
but is not limited to: noise, temperature, speed, time of day,
location, distance from other vehicles, and precipitation.

[0039] For example, assume the particular function restric-
tion/operating rule limits the particular user’s maximum
vehicle operating speed to 40 mph for local roads and 55 mph
forhighways. The comparison module 208 compares this rule
to input from the situation control module 122 and input from
the location/navigation module 132. The situation control
module 122 receives speed information from the speed sensor
136. The location/navigation module 132 receives input from
the location/navigation module 132, which receives location
information from the GPS 134. The comparison module 208
instructs the task request module 212 to instruct the vehicle
control module 114 to limit the vehicle’s maximum speed
according to the particular road that the user is driving on. For
example, in one embodiment, the vehicle control module 114
controls a programmable governor (similar to that used in a
cruise control), which limits the vehicle’s maximum speed,
for example, if the vehicle is operated on a local road. In
another embodiment, the vehicle control module 114 controls
gas flow to the fuel injectors, which limits the vehicle’s maxi-
mum speed.

[0040] The comparison module 208 also receives input
from the situation processing module 210, which receives
data from the situation control module 122. The situation
processing module 210 interprets internal and external driv-
ing conditions and provides additional information to the
comparison module 208, which then further determines how
the particular function restrictions/operating rules are
applied. Examples of external conditions that may be sensed
include: road conditions (e.g., dry, slipping, wet, etc.), traffic
(e.g., heavy, easy), people or animals crossing in front of the
vehicle on the road ahead, and the distance of the vehicle from
any surrounding vehicles. Examples of internal conditions
that may be sensed by suitably located vehicle sensor devices
include: infant crying in the vehicle, passengers talking, or a
dog barking and distracting the driver, temperature in a car
(e.g. too hot, too cold), a radio playing too loudly, a light on in
the vehicle cabin and distracting the driver.

[0041] For example, the situation control module 122 may
send information received from the distance sensor 124 to the
situation processing module 210 regarding how far the
vehicle is from another vehicle. The situation processing
module 210 then implements an algorithm to determine that
the maximum operating speed should be reduced by a certain
amount to increase the distance between the two vehicles.
This information is sent to the comparison module 208, which
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then instructions the task request module 212 to instruct the
vehicle control module 114 to limit further the vehicle’s
maximum operating speed.

[0042] Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, an illustra-
tive block diagram of a comparison module 208 is shown. As
previously described, the comparison module 208 compares
the particular function restrictions/operating rules with input
from various sensors and sends instructions to the task request
module 212, which sends instructions to the vehicle control
module 114 to limit the functionality of the motor vehicle
according to the particular function restrictions/operating
rules.

[0043] The comparison module 208 includes a communi-
cation bus 300, a sensor interpretation module 303, a rule
comparator 310, a conflict resolver 311, and a message
requester 312.

[0044] The communication bus 300 communicates data to
the rule comparator 310 in the comparison module 208 from
various modules including the rule processing module 206,
the override control module 120, the location/navigation
module 132, the situation control module 122 (via the sensor
interpretation module 303), the environment control module
130, the situation processing module 210, and the task request
module 212.

[0045] The rule comparator 310 evaluates data from the
various modules previously described using various algo-
rithms and statistical methods. In particular, the rule com-
parator 310 compares input data with rules (associated with a
particular user) from the rule processing module 206 to deter-
mine the risk of following the rules versus the risk of sus-
pending the rules. For example, the rule comparator 310
compares the senor data (e.g. current speed, distance from
another car, weather conditions, etc.) with the restriction pro-
file associated with the current user to ensure that the user
complies with the current rules, or to determine if the current
rules need to be overridden. If the current situation (data from
the various sensors) conflicts with the current rules, the con-
flict resolver 311 is enabled. The conflict resolver 311 may
resolve a conflict by temporarily suspending the rules until
the situation changes. After the conflict resolver 311 resolves
any conflicts between the situational data and the rules for the
current driver, the conflict resolver 311 instructs the message
requestor 312 to send instructions to the task request module
212 via the communication bus 300. The task request module
212 then sends the instruction to the vehicle control module
114 to adjust control of the vehicle.

[0046] Referring to FIG. 4, in one embodiment, an illustra-
tive block diagram of a rule activation module 202 is shown.
The rule activation module 202 includes an identity matching
module 400, identity classification module 401, an associator
rules/identity module 402, a user rules creation module 404,
a database of users 410 (parents, drivers, police, etc) and a
database of classes 412.

[0047] As previously described in connection with FIG. 2,
the rule activation module 202 communicates with the rule
processing module 206, the identity processor 204, and the
restriction profile database 112. After a user logs in via the
identity verification module 104, the identity of the user is
passed to the identity processor 204, which in turn passes the
user’s identity to the rule processing module 206. Within the
rule processing module 206, the identity matching module
600 matches the user with users listed in the database of users
410. Thereafter, the identity classification module 601 deter-
mines the class of the user by checking the database of classes
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412. The database of classes 412 includes characteristics
associated with the class of the driver, such as age, authority
level, driving history, etc. Next, the associator rules/identity
module 402 retrieves from the restriction profile database 112
rules and restrictions associated with the particular user, or
the particular class of user. In one embodiment, the rules and
restriction are retrieved from the restriction profile database
112 directly. In another embodiment, the rules and restriction
are retrieved from the restriction profile database 112 via a
communication network 403, such as the internet, for
example, or via a wireless communications channel or link. In
one embodiment, the user rules creation module 404 creates
new rules automatically for a new category of user, or for a
new particular user. The basis for the automatic rules creation
can, in one embodiment, be based on a preset profile default
for the particular classification of user. In another embodi-
ment, the user rules creation module 404 can be activated by
a user authorized to create rules, such as a police officer or a
parent.

[0048] In another example, assume the particular function
restriction/operating rule limits the particular user’s operation
of the vehicle to between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m. The comparison
module 208 compares this rule to input from the situation
control module 122 and input from the location/navigation
module 132. The situation control module 122 receives time
information from an internal clock. The location/navigation
module 132 receives location information from the GPS
receiver 134. The comparison module 208 instructs the task
request module 212 to instruct the vehicle control module 114
to prevent the vehicle from starting if the vehicle is located at
the owner’s home and it is after 9 p m. and before 8 a.m. If the
user is away from the owner’s home prior to the 9 p.m. time
limit and the limit passes while the vehicle is off, the com-
parison module 208 instructs the task request module 212 to
instruct the wireless communication module 116 to contact
the owner and request that the owner override the restriction.
The owner, from a home computer including a wireless com-
munication device establishes communication with the wire-
less communication module 116 and logs on to the vehicle
restriction system 100 as previously described using an
administrative password and provides an override command
to the override control module 120. The override control
module 120 sends the override command to the comparison
module 120, which then instructs the task request module 212
to instruct the vehicle control module 114 to allow the vehicle
to start. Alternatively, the user can simply call the owner and
request that restriction be overridden. The owner then pro-
ceeds as described above. If the user is driving the vehicle as
the time limit passes, the override control module 120 will
automatically provide a restriction override command to pre-
vent the vehicle from turning off while in use. After the
vehicle is turned off, the vehicle will not be allowed to start
again until an override command is sent by the owner or until
the restricted operating time has passed.

[0049] Instill another example, assume the particular func-
tion restriction/operating rule allows the particular user to
drive only on local roads. The comparison module 208 com-
pares this rule to input from location/navigation module 132,
which receives location information from the GPS receiver
134. As long as the user drives on local roads, nothing hap-
pens. If the user drives on a highway, the comparison module
208 instructs the task request module 212 to sound an audible
alarm within the vehicle cabin as long as the driver is driving
on a highway. Further, the comparison module 208 also
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instructs the task request module 212 to instruct the wireless
communication module 116 to contact the vehicle owner to
inform him that the user is violating the restriction.

[0050] Referring to FIG. 5, in another embodiment, a flow
diagram of the operation of the motor vehicle restriction
control system 100 is shown. A user identifies himself via the
user interface 110 or wireless communication module 116 by
entering a user 1D, which is passed to the identification veri-
fication module 104 (Step 500). If the user is a driver, the
identity processor 204 communicates with the rule activation
module 202. The rule activation module retrieves a restriction
profile for the particular user from the restriction profile data-
base 112 and passes the restriction profile to rule processing
module 206, which in turn, passes the restriction profile to the
comparison module 208 (Step 502). The override control
module 120 monitors requests to override the rules set by the
restriction profile and passes the requests to the comparison
module 208 (Step 503). If there are no requests to override the
rules, the rules are enforced (Step 507). If there is a request to
override the rules, the comparison module 208 determines if
the rules should be overridden (Step 504). The comparison
module 208 either sends a request to the owner of the vehicle
via the wireless communication module 116, or evaluates
current conditions or risk factors, such as time of day, location
of'the vehicle, or weather conditions, for example (Step 505).
If the comparison module 208 receives permission from the
owner of the vehicle, or determines that enforcing the rules is
more dangerous than overriding the rules, the comparison
module 208 suspends the rules (Step 506). If the comparison
module 208 does not receive permission from the owner of
the vehicle, or determines that enforcing the rules is less
dangerous than overriding the rules, the comparison module
208 enforces the rules (Step 507).

[0051] If the user is not a driver, the identity verification
module 104 determines if the user is a parent (Step 508). Ifthe
user is a parent, the parent is given access to the restriction
profile database 112 to create, edit, or suspend rules (Step
509). If the user is not a parent, the identity verification
module 104 determines if the user is a police officer (Step
510). Ifthe user is not a police officer, no access is given (Step
512). If the user is a police officer, the police officer is given
access to the restriction profile database 112 to create, edit, or
suspend rules (Step 511).

[0052] In another embodiment, the function restrictions/
operating rules include preventing a teenager from driving the
vehicle if there is another teenager or a baby in the car. The
owner of the vehicle uses the situation processing module 210
to define parameters used to determine if there are other
people in the vehicle besides the driver based on data received
from cameras and microphones disposed within the passen-
ger compartment. There are various techniques that can be
used to identify people and objects in a vehicle. Some of these
techniques are described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,611,622 entitled
“Object recognition system and process for identifying
people and objects in an image of'a scene”, the entire contents
and disclosure of which is incorporated by reference as if
fully set forth herein.

[0053] Inyet another embodiment, the cameras and micro-
phones can be used to determine how many people are in the
vehicle and what their ages are. Various techniques are
described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,792,339, entitled “Artificial pas-
senger with condition sensors”. Various Methods for count-
ing people are described U.S. Pat. No. 5,656,801, entitled
“System and a method for counting people”. Methods for
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determining the various ages of the passengers are described
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,665,644, entitled “Conversational data
mining using voice biometrics”. Each of the identified U.S.
Pat. Nos. 6,792,339, 5,656,801, and 6,665,644 are wholly
incorporated by reference herein.

[0054] In another embodiment, the system includes bio-
metric sensors for determining if a driver is tired, stressed, or
distracted. Methods for using biometrics to determine how
tired, stressed, or distracted are people are described in U.S.
Pat. No. 6,236,968 “Sleep prevention dialog based car sys-
tem” and in U.S. Pat. No. 6,421,453 “Apparatus and methods
for user recognition employing behavioral passwords”. Thus,
the owner of the vehicle can define function restrictions/
operating rules based on the driver’s physical condition (e.g.,
prevent the car from operating if the driver is too tired). Each
of the identified U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,236,968 and 6,421,453 are
wholly incorporated by reference herein.

[0055] In still another embodiment, the system includes a
function restriction/operating rule overriding means that
overrides a particular restriction if there is danger. For
example, the overriding means can override the particular
restriction if there is danger of a collision, if the teenager
needs to drive at a speed faster than maximum allowed speed
for a few seconds, or if the teenager needs to drive at night.
[0056] In yet another embodiment, the system allows a
police officer to edit, add, or suspend restriction/operating
rules via the override control module 120 In person (via the
user interface 110) or remotely (via wireless communication
module 116). For example, a police officer may override a
night driving restriction if the teenager needs to drive some-
one who is sick to a hospital.

[0057] Variations, modifications, and other implementa-
tions of what is described herein may occur to those of ordi-
nary skill in the art without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention. Accordingly, the invention is not to be
defined only by the preceding illustrative description.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for restricting a driver’s operation of a motor
vehicle comprising:

a driver identification module for identifying the driver

operating the motor vehicle;

a storage device for storing at least one restriction profile
defining for the driver at least one restriction of the
operation the motor vehicle; and

a motor vehicle controlling module for restricting the
operation of the motor vehicle according to the at least
one restriction in response to the driver identification
module identifying the driver.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the driver identification

module comprises a biometric device.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the driver identification
module comprises a voice recognition device.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the driver identification
module comprises a user interface device for entering a user
name.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one restriction
comprises the maximum speed at which the motor vehicle can
be operated.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one restriction
comprises a time of day during which the motor vehicle can
be operated.
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7. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one restriction
comprises a geographical location in which the motor vehicle
can be operated.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the motor vehicle con-
trolling module comprises a speed limiting device.

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the motor vehicle con-
trolling module comprises an ignition disabling means.

10. The system of claim 1 further comprising a global
positioning system and an alarm wherein the alarm engages
in response to the global positioning system determining that
the motor vehicle has traveled to a restricted location.

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the alarm comprises an
audible alarm located within the motor vehicle.

12. The system of claim 10 wherein the alarm comprises a
wireless transmitter for transmitting a warning message to a
remote wireless receiver.

13. The system of claim 1 further comprising a user inter-
face for inputting or editing the at least one restriction profile.

14. The system of claim 1 further comprising an override
module for overriding the at least one restriction during an
emergency.

15. The system of claim 1 further comprising a wireless
communication module for remotely inputting or editing the
at least one restriction profile and for remotely overriding the
at least one restriction.

16. The system of claim 1 further comprising a wireless
communication module for enabling the driver to request that
the at least one restriction be temporarily disabled.

17. The system of claim 8 further comprising a distance
sensor for sensing the distance between the motor vehicle and
another vehicle, and wherein the speed limiting device
reduces the motor vehicle speed to comply with a predeter-
mined minimum distance restriction.

18. A method for restricting a driver’s operation of a motor
vehicle comprising:

providing a driver identification module for identifying the

driver operating the motor vehicle;

providing a storage device for storing at least one restric-

tion profile defining for the driver at least one restriction
of the operation the motor vehicle; and

providing a motor vehicle controlling module for restrict-

ing the operation of the motor vehicle according to the at
least one restriction in response to the driver identifica-
tion module identifying the driver.

19. A program storage device readable by a machine, tan-
gibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform method steps for restricting a driver’s
operation of a motor vehicle comprising:

providing a driver identification module for identifying the

driver operating the motor vehicle;

providing a storage device for storing at least one restric-

tion profile defining for the driver at least one restriction
of the operation the motor vehicle; and

providing a motor vehicle controlling module for restrict-

ing the operation of the motor vehicle according to the at
least one restriction in response to the driver identifica-
tion module identifying the driver.
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