Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 1 of 139 PagelD:
1987

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

SHARKNINJA OPERATING LLC, and
SHARKNINJA SALES COMPANY
Case No. 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS
Plaintiffs,
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT
V. [CORRECTED]
RJIBRANDS, LLC JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
d/b/a CHEFMAN,
Defendant.

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT [CORRECTED]

I. INTRODUCTION AND NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. Plaintiffs SharkNinja Operating LLC and SharkNinja Sales Company,
(collectively, “SharkNinja”) bring this action for patent infringement against Defendant RJ
Brands, LLC, d/b/a Chefman (“Chefman”).

2. SharkNinja began three decades ago with the mission of providing more efficient,
user-friendly, and affordable household appliances. From its start as a one-person company,
SharkNinja has grown into a market leader. SharkNinja is now a global brand with more than 20
categories of home appliance products, including floorcare products, environmental products
(such as fans and purifiers), kitchen appliances, and, relevant to this case, indoor cooking, and
frozen drink makers and systems. SharkNinja has eight offices and thousands of employees in
the United States. SharkNinja’s headquarters is located in Massachusetts.

3. SharkNinja has a particular history as a pioneer and innovator. SharkNinja
devotes significant resources to research and development, including a team of more than 800

design engineers who focus on developing new products and features to improve and
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revolutionize household appliances. This approach has been overwhelmingly successful:

SharkNinja has been awarded more than 4,500 patents on its home appliance innovations. The

SharkNinja patents at issue in this action are a testament to SharkNinja’s history of innovation.
4. This action concerns SharkNinja’s intellectual property rights and business

[13%2]
1

relationships related to its hugely successful “i” class of home appliances, which focuses on

[13%2]
1

bringing innovative solutions to home kitchens. SharkNinja began the “i” class with the Ninja
“FOOD1i” line of air fryers.

5. Chefman has violated SharkNinja’s intellectual property rights and interfered with
its business through infringement of the Asserted SharkNinja patents, which are used in the
FOODi line of appliances, and in other novel indoor cooking systems.

6. The Asserted SharkNinja Patents are U.S. Patent Nos. 11,033,146 (“the *146
patent”) (Ex. A); 11,766,152 (the “’152 patent”) (Ex. B); D918,654 (“the 654 patent”) (Ex. C);
11,389,026 (the “’026 patent”) (Ex. D), 11,672,377 (the “’377 patent”) (Ex. E); and D986,669
(the “’669 patent”) (Ex. F). The *146, *152, and ’654 patents relate to novel indoor cooking
systems such as grills and air fryers. The patents involve, among other claimed inventions, a
unique grill plate that changed the way air moves through the system to better heat the food
being cooked. The inventions of these patents have achieved considerable market success:
SharkNinja uses the 146 and *152 technology in its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers, including
the Ninja® Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (DG500 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 6-in-1
Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (EG200 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300
Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400

Series), Ninja® Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (BG500 Series), and Ninja® Foodi®

4-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (FG500 Series). SharkNinja uses the *654 design in its Ninja®
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Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300 Series) and Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill &
Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400 Series).

7. The *026, 377, and *669 patents relate to a novel dual cooking zone home
cooking system. The patents involve, among other claimed inventions, a single device with two
cooking containers, each with their own heating element, independently controllable from each
other. The inventions allow an indoor cooking system to cook food at two different temperatures
at the same time. These inventions also have been extremely successful in the marketplace:
SharkNinja uses this technology and design in its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with
DualZone™ Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-Qt DZ201
Series, the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1 6-Qt DZ090
Series.

8. SharkNinja brings this suit because Chefman has infringed and continues to
infringe the Asserted SharkNinja Patents. As described in detail below, after SharkNinja
released products that use the inventions of the Asserted SharkNinja Patents, Chefman released
copycat products that include the same functionality and design that SharkNinja invented and
patented. In doing so, Chefman infringed each of the Asserted SharkNinja Patents, and it
continues to infringe today.

0. Chefman’s infringement of the Asserted SharkNinja Patents has caused
SharkNinja significant, irreparable, and ongoing harm, including because Chefman is using
SharkNinja’s patents to directly compete with and take sales from SharkNinja. Chefman’s
Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product, which infringes the 146, *152, and ’654 patents,
competes directly with SharkNinja’s Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers, including the Ninja®

Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (DG500 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 6-in-1 Indoor Grill &
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Air Fryer (EG200 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300 Series),
Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400 Series),
Ninja® Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (BG500 Series), and Ninja® Foodi® 4-in-1
Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (FG500 Series). Chefman’s Dual Air Fryer product, which infringes
the *026, 377, and ’669 patents, competes directly with SharkNinja’s Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket
Air Fryer with DualZone™ Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-
Qt DZ201 Series, the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1
6-Qt DZ090 Series.

10. SharkNinja would prefer to compete in the marketplace, but because Chefman is
using SharkNinja’s inventions without permission to unfairly compete, take sales from, and
irreparably harm SharkNinja, SharkNinja must act to protect its innovations and patents.

11. SharkNinja thus brings this action under the patent laws of the United States, Title
35 United States Code, including 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, 284-285, and 289 to remedy Chefman’s
continued infringement and the damages SharkNinja has suffered and continues to suffer as a
result of Chefman’s infringement.

II. PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE

12.  Plaintiff SharkNinja Operating LLC is a limited liability company organized and
existing under the laws of Delaware, having a principal place of business at 89 A Street, Suite
100, Needham, Massachusetts 02494,

13.  Plaintiff SharkNinja Sales Company is a Delaware Corporation organized and
existing under the laws of Delaware, having a principal place of business at 89 A Street, Suite
100, Needham, Massachusetts 02494. SharkNinja Sales Company is a wholly owned subsidiary

of SharkNinja Operating LLC.
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14. On information and belief, Chefman is a corporation organized and existing under
the laws of the State of New Jersey and having its principal place of business at 200 Performance
Drive, Mahwah, NJ 07495.

15. On information and belief, Chefman’s employees and documents are principally
located in New Jersey.

16. This is an action arising under the intellectual property laws of the United States,
18 U.S.C. § 1836 et seq and 35 U.S.C. § 1 ef seq. Accordingly, this Court has subject matter
jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a).

17. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over the state statutory and common law
claims in this Complaint pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a).

18. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Chefman because Chefman is
incorporated in and maintains its principal place of business in the State of New Jersey and this
District. Further, Chefman conducts business in New Jersey and in this District, including, upon
information and belief, designing, importing, selling, offering for sale, and shipping the products
that infringe the Asserted SharkNinja Patents (the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill and
Chefman Dual Air Fryer, together the “Infringing Chefman Products™). Chefman further offers
to place the Infringing Chefman Products into the stream of commerce in this District with the
knowledge or understanding that these products would be used or sold in this District.

19. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)—(d) and 1400(b).
As set forth above, Chefman is incorporated in this District and has its principal place of
business in this District. Chefman therefore resides in the state of New Jersey. As also

explained above, Chefman has committed and continues to commit acts of infringement in this
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District because Chefman offers to provide and/or provides the Infringing Chefman Products to
customers in this District.

20. It is in New Jersey’s interest to ensure its businesses, including Chefman, can
have controversies decided in their home forum. Moreover, it is in New Jersey’s interest as a
hub of commerce to ensure that intellectual property rights are respected in this forum.

III. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. The Asserted SharkNinja Patents

21.  Home cooking systems can be more efficient, cost effective, and convenient—and
the number of home cooking systems sold each year in America continues to increase. '
SharkNinja saw this trend years ago and, before many others in the industry, began investing in
new developments in home cooking systems to make home cooking more effective.
SharkNinja’s team of engineers developed dozens of inventions to make home cooking faster,
more affordable, and more effective. The Asserted SharkNinja Patents came out of this
development work.

The °146, °152. and ’654 Patents

22. The *146 patent (attached hereto as Exhibit A) and the 152 patent (attached
hereto as Exhibit B) relate to an improved countertop air grilling system. E.g., Ex. A at 1:13-15.
The *654 patent (attached hereto as Exhibit C) relates to the ornamental design for a grill plate.
The *146 and *152 patents relate to an indoor air fryer and grill system that, among other
features, includes a base and a lid and has a hollow interior (id., 3:33—37), as shown in the

example system below:

! https://www.fortune businessinsights.com/kitchen-appliances-market-104504;
https://gembah.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Market-Trends-Innovation-Report-Home-
Kitchen.pdf.
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Base

Id. at Figure 2 (annotations added).

23. A cooking container, which holds food to be cooked, is receivable inside the
hollow interior. Id. 3:50-51.

24, In a conventional indoor grill, the system would then heat food from the bottom
of the cooking container or from both the bottom of the grill and the lid of the grill. But the 146
and ’152 patents do not describe a conventional indoor grill. Instead, the patents involve, among
other inventions, novel functionality in which the heating element is above the cooking container
and air is diffused using a unique grill plate.

25. Figure 3 of the patents shows an example of a system in which the heating

element is above the cooking container:
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Id. Figure 3 (annotations added).

26. The patents state that an air movement device, such as a fan, can be above the
cooking container. E.g., id. Fig.3, 6:64—7:1. Air is heated as it flows along its path of
circulation, such as by flowing over a portion of the heating element. Id. 7:1-3. The heated air
can then flow downwardly into the cooking volume along the interior surface of the cooking
container. Id. 12:60—-65. The air then can contact the grill plate. One example of the *146 and

’152 grill plate is shown below:
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E.g., id. Fig. 12.

27.  The grill plate can contain ribs, labeled 108 in the example shown above. /d.
12:17-19. The ribs on the grill plate can create a diffusing structure that can diffuse air flow,
such as the air flow from the heating element. /d. 12:17-22. The configuration of the ribs and
channels between the ribs can direct the air flow towards the center of the grill plate. Id. 13:5—
13. The flow of air that exits the channels can then flow upwardly from beneath a food item and
around an exterior of the food item. /d. 13:18-26. Because the air can flow upwardly in this
manner and heated air can flow downwardly into the cooking volume, the system heats not just
the bottom of the food but the entire exterior of the food. /d. The other requirements of the
claims of the *146 and ’152 patents are described in more detail below.

28.  SharkNinja’s *146 and ’152 patents improve the performance and effectiveness,
and SharkNinja’s *654 patent improves the ornamental appearance of indoor grills. Instead of
simply heating food from below, or requiring one heating element above the food and another

heating element below the food, the *146 and ’152 patents provide heat that surrounds the food
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item. This allowed more even and uniform heating. Further, the use of the *146 and *152
inventions allows the grill plate to better diffuse heat—for example, the inventions can allow
grill or sear marks on the food, which was typically not possible with indoor cooking systems.
E.g.,id. 14:14-15:5. The unconventional solution of the *146 and ’152 patents thus provided
significant improvements to the performance of indoor grills.

29. SharkNinja recognized the importance and market value of the *146, 152, and
’654 patents and has used the inventions of these patents in its products. For example,
SharkNinja has used various of the patents in its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers, including the
Ninja® Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (DG500 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 6-in-1 Indoor
Grill & Air Fryer (EG200 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300
Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400
Series), Ninja® Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (BG500 Series), and Ninja® Foodi®
4-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (FG500 Series).

30. SharkNinja markets the use of the inventions of the 146, *152, and ’654 patents
in its products. For example, as shown below, SharkNinja highlights the ornamental appearance
of the grill plate, as well as that the use of the patented grill plate allows improve air flow and

heating around the food item:?

2 https://www.ninjakitchen.com/products/ninja-foodi-6-in-1-indoor-grill-4-quart-air-fryer-
zidEG201.
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31. SharkNinja has marked various of its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers with the
’146, °152, and 654 patent numbers.>

The 026, °377, and 669 Patents

32. The *026 patent (attached hereto as Exhibit D), *377 patent (attached hereto as
Exhibit E), and ’669 patent (attached hereto as Exhibit F) relate to a dual zone cooking system
and its design. E.g., Ex. D at Figs. 8, 13—15, 13:1-5; Ex. F at Figs. 1-7.

33. The patents describe an example cooking system that, among other requirements,
has a housing, an internal compartment, a cooking container receivable within a portion of an
internal compartment of the housing, and a handle associated within the cooking container to
allow the cooking container to be grasped and manipulated relative to the housing. E.g., Ex. D at

7:34-8:27. An example side view is shown below:

3 https://www.sharkninja.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Ninja-Patent-Marking-2-2-
2024.pdf? gl=1*15304ft* ga*MTQ4NTg3OTYyMC4xNzIOOTION;Mx* ga L3
KTXLYN9K*MTcyNDkyNDYzMC4xLjEuMTcyNDkyNDYzNi4wLjAuMA.

-11 - SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529

Page 11 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 12 of 139 PagelD:

1998
i |
1
Vi
[
{
11 o 1 : 7
M I _,) Cooking

N

¥ / C'ontainer
ﬂ)'r /_‘.

B —y " 10
‘\I\{ Handle
5 'm‘{
5
#~| = ' —
2%,

Id. Fig. 1 (annotations added).
34, Like the *146 and ’152 patents, the 026, *377, and *669 patents describe an
example cooking system that can include a heating element at or above an upper extent or

surface of the cooking container (e.g., id. 9:24-27) as shown in the example below:
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Id. Fig. 2 (annotations added)
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35. An air movement mechanism, such as a fan, can circulate air through the cooking
volume and the air is heated as it flows, such as by flowing over a portion of the heating element.
Id. 9:51-58. The heated air can be directed downwardly into the cooking container. Id. 12:34—
52.

36. But unlike a typical indoor cooking system, which has one cooking compartment
and can cook food at one temperature at a time, the *026, 377, and ’669 patents involve a system
with two cooking zones—each of which can cook food at different temperatures. The patents
depict a system with a housing that includes two compartments, each of which contains a

cooking container. E.g., id. 12:65-13:5. An example of the two compartments, which can be

separated by a divider, is shown below:

i ms%mimam}fmbo} | »
| | |

First Second

Compartment \J\Al B - cl.l’ m/ Compartment
20
‘”"“J.] - ||

I ||
== |
/

T —
130
Divider

Id. Fig. 14 (annotations added).

=
o

37.  Each internal compartment can include a heating element and air movement
mechanism. 7d. 13:25-32. As a result, the two compartments can be independently operable
from one another. /d. 13:32-36. The system can heat food to one temperature in the first
compartment and, at the same time, heat different food to a different temperature in the second
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compartment. The other requirements of the claims of the 026, *377, and *669 patent are
described in more detail below.
38. The *026 and 377 patents claim a cooking system that uses the dual zone cooking

invention. The *669 patent claims the design of the dual zone cooking invention:

FIG. 2 FIG. 3

FiG. ¢ FIG. 5 FIG. &

39. SharkNinja’s *026 and ’377 patents improve the performance, and the *669 patent
improves the ornamental appearance, of indoor cooking systems. Instead of simply heating food
all together at one temperature, or having to cook food that requires different temperatures one at
a time, the inventions of the 026 and *377 patents allow simultaneous cooking of different food
at different temperatures. This made indoor cooking more efficient and effective.

40. SharkNinja recognized the importance and value of the *026, *377, and 669
patents and has used the inventions of these patents in its products. For example, SharkNinja has

used various of the patents in its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with DualZone™
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Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-Qt DZ201 Series, the 6-in-1
10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1 6-Qt DZ090 Series.

41. SharkNinja markets the use of the inventions of the 026, *377, and *669 patents
in these products. For example, as shown below, SharkNinja highlights the use of the patented

dual cooking zones that allow simultaneous cooking at different temperatures:*

DUALZONE"
TECHNOLOGY

Different temps & times

350°F 400°F
650 MINS 28 MINS

42.  SharkNinja has marked various of its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with

DualZone™ Technology products with the *026, *377, and 669 patent numbers.’

* https://www.ninjakitchen.com/products/ninja-foodi-6-in-1-smart-10-qt.-2-basket-air-fryer-
zidDZ550.

3 https://www.sharkninja.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Ninja-Patent-Marking-2-2-
2024.pdf? gl=1*15304ff* ga*MTQ4NTg30TYyMC4xNzIOOTIONjMx* ga L3KTXLYNIK*
MTcyNDkyNDYzMC4xLjEuMTcyNDkyNDYzNi4wLjAuMA.
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B. Chefman’s Infringing Products

43. As is evident from the Asserted SharkNinja Patents, and SharkNinja’s 4,500 other
patents, SharkNinja has a long history of independent development and innovation. Chefman,
however, has taken a different path. Time and again, SharkNinja has developed a new product
and released it to market only for Chefman to shortly thereafter release a copycat product. The
Chefman Infringing Products are examples. SharkNinja released its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air
Fryers that use the grill plate inventions and designs of the 146, 152, and *654 patents in July

2019:°

44. After these products were on the market, Chefman released its Electric Indoor Air

Fryer + Grill with the same grill plate feature:’

® https://web.archive.org/web/20240623012221/https://www.ninjakitchen.ca/products/ninja-
foodi-5-in-1-indoor-grill-zidAG301C; https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ninja-
unveils-new-fall-kitchen-products-300894554.html.

7 Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill User Guide (attached hereto as Exhibit G), at 8;
https://www.amazon.com/Chefman-Air-Fryer-Countertop-Size-
Thermometer/dp/BO9BZXLSSR?th=1.

-16 - SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529

Page 16 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 17 of 139 PagelD:
2003

45. Similarly, SharkNinja released its Ninja® 2-Basket Air Fryer with DualZone™
Technology that uses the dual cooking zone invention of the 026, *377, and 669 patents in the

summer of 2020:8

8 https://www.ninjakitchen.com/products/ninja-foodi-6-in-1-8-qt.-2-basket-air-fryer-with-
dualzone-technology-
zidDZ201?srsltid=AfmBOorWJQ4MOwRdzWQoRHsU1eXWASuPoS2pyl23r8bqH 42HmguR
0OQI; https://markrosenzweigsn.medium.com/shark-ninja-introduces-foodi-2-basket-air-fryer-
4632fc39a4bd.
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46. After these products were on the market, Chefman released its Dual Air Fryer

with the same functionality:’

CHEFTEN

47. By making, using, selling, and offering for sale the Infringing Chefman Products,
Chefman has infringed and continues to infringe the Asserted SharkNinja Patents and has
benefited from doing so.

48. First, Chefman’s Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill infringes the *146, *152, and
’654 patents. Just as is described in the 146 and 152 patents, Chefman’s Electric Indoor Air
Fryer + Grill includes a base, a lid with a hollow interior, and a cooking container receivable

inside the hollow interior:'°

? https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-45tdb;
http://web.archive.org/web/20230208131609/https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-45tdb.
10Ex. G at 11 (annotations added).
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Hollow Interior

49. The heating element of the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill is above the

cooking container, just as shown in the 146 and *152 patents:

Heating
Element

50.  Also like the *146 and ’152 patents, the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
has a grill plate that contains ribs and diffuses air flow, and also embodies the ornamental design

of the *654 patent:
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51. Just as described in the *146 and ’152 patents, the configuration of the ribs and
channels between the ribs of the grill plate of the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
directs the air flow towards the center of the grill plate. The flow of air that exits the channels
flows upwardly and heats the exterior of the food item. As described in more detail below, the
Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill also meets the other requirements of the claims *146
and ’152 patents. As explained in the 146 and 152 patents, Chefman’s use of this technology
allows more even and uniform heating.

52. Second, Chefman’s Dual Air Fryer product infringes the *026, 377, and *669
patents. Just as is described in the 026 and ’377 patents, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer has a
housing that includes two compartments separated by a divider, each of which contains a

cooking container:'!

1 https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-45tdb.
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Cook two foods at once with different Ensures differently timed
time and temperature settings. dishes finish together.

53.  Each of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer compartments includes a heating element

and air movement mechanism, just as is described in the 026 and 377 patents:

\\“ﬂl o

-—
—
LR 4 b

First Heating Eleme ecanuHeac-ng Element

—

—_—
First Internal SecondInternal
Compartment Compartment

54. Also like the 026 and ’377 patents, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer can heat food to

one temperature in one compartment while simultaneously heating food at a different

temperature in the second compartment''?

12 https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-45tdb.
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400 CHEFMAN 375
Degrees Degrees

Cook two foods at once with different
time and temperature settings.

55.  Asdescribed in more detail below, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer also meets the
other requirements of the claims of the 026 and *377 patents, and embodies the ornamental
design of the 669 patent. Chefman uses SharkNinja’s technology and designs to obtain the
benefits of the 026, *377, and *669 patents. Its Dual Air Fryer allows simultaneous cooking of
different food at different temperatures to make indoor cooking more efficient and effective—the
same benefits provided by the 026 and ’377 patents.

IV.  COUNT I: INFRINGEMENT OF THE °146 PATENT

56. SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

57. U.S. Patent No. 11,033,146 (Exhibit A), entitled “Cooking Device and
Components Thereof,” was duly and properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (“USPTO”) on June 15, 2021.

58. SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the *146 patent.

59. The application for the *146 patent was filed on May 2, 2019 and claims priority

to an application filed on February 25, 2019.
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60. Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, one or more claims of the 146
patent, including at least claim 1, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things,
making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be
supplied in or from the United States, and/or importing into the United States, without authority
or license, the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill.

61. The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement, using the
Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill, 5-in-1, Removable Integrated Probe Thermometer

version of the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill.

U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146
1[pre] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill is a cooking system.
A cooking For example, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill is a system that cooks
system, foods using one of five cooking “functions,” including “Grill,” “Air Fry,”
comprising: “Roast,” “Bake,” and “Broil:”

e Ex.GatlO:
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

FEATURES

COOKING FUNCTIONS AT A GLANCE

All five functions reguire the cooking pan to be inserted and can all be used with the
probe. They differ in thair temperature range, inserts used, and whether they include &
Flip/5tir notification. (Note that you can ignare or amend the notification as desired )

Function Pan/Insert(s) Used Temperature Flip/Stir Can You Use

Range ('F) MNatilication? with Probe?

| Yes. Flip !
Grill Cooking Pan + Gnll Plate 200500 halfway through Yes
cooking tirmea.

Yas, Stir
halfway thraugh

Cooking Pan + cooking time

i - Yas
Ajr Fry e 200-450 QF @very
N S, 15 minutes for
longer cycles
| Yas Stir
Roast Cooking Pan | 200-450 halfway through | Yes

cooking tima

Cooking Fan (can add an
Bake g-inch cake pan or loaf 200-450 Mo | Yes
pan, not included)

Two settings:
Broil Cooking Pan Low (4500 and Nz Ya3
1 High (500

The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes different
pans or inserts that can be used to cook food in the different cooking

functions. For example, the “Grill Plate” is used when cooking food with
the “Grill” function:

e Ex. G at 10 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

FEATURES

COOKING FUNCTIONS AT A GLANCE

All five functions require the cooking pan te be inserted and can all be used with the
probe. They differ in their temperature range, inserts used, and whether they include a
Flip/Stir natification. (Note that you can ignare or amend the notification as desired.)

i atur f You Use
Function Pan/Insert{s) Used Temperature Flip/Stir Can
Range ('F) Motification? with Probe?®
Yes. Flip
Grill Cooking Pan + Grill Plate 200-500 halfway through | Yes
cooking time.
Yas, Stir

haifway through

Cooking Pan + cooking time

| g Yes
Air Fry 200-450 or every
r ket ‘
el 15 minutes for
longer cycles.
Yes. Stir
Roast Cooking FPan 200-450 halfway through | Yes

cooking timea.

Cooking Pan (can add an
Bake 8-inch cake pan or loaf 200-450 Mo Yes
pan, not included)

Two sattings:
Broil Cooking Pan Low {450) and Mo Yes
High (S00)

e Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

HOW TO GRILL

The heawy-duty arill plete is excellent at absorbing and retaining heat, so it gives your food
the same gorgeous grill marks you'd get on an outdoor grill, while the closed environment
cooks it to juicy perfection. The directions below are for cooking without the probe; if you
wolld rather grill to aspecific internal temperature, see How to Cook Using the Frabe
Thermometar on p. 9.

1

Set the unit on a hard, flat surface with at |east & inches of clearance on the top and
sides, Put the cocking pan in the umt and set the grill plate inside, Ensure the splatter
shield is firmly in place and close the hid. Plug in the unit

Prepare your food as specified in your recipe.

Press Srill on the control panal, The Grill buttan will iluminate in Blue, and the defaul
temperature of 450°F will appear on the panel, with the bar above Med it up (medium
grill temperature).

4, Setthe temperature and time. Press + or - on the Termo button to adjust the

wm

temperature from 200°F to S00°F v increments of 5°F (the bar may move to the High
or Low setting). Press + or - an the Time button to adijsst the time fram 1 to 60 minutes
(20 minutes max if grilling at S500°F) in increments of 1 minute.

Press Start/Stop. This will pegin the unit’s automatic preheat,

When the preheat is done, the unit will beep, and Add Food will display on the panel.
Place food on the grill plate. CAUTION: The grill plate and grill plate handles will be hot.

Close the lid, The timer will begin counting down

8, When the timer is halfway done, the unit will pasp, and Flip will display on the panel.

Flip foods as needed. Cooking will cantinue and the timer will resurne counting down
once the lid is closed,

9. When time is up, the unit will beep, and End will display on the panal, Carefully remove

15

the food. CAUTION: Grill plate handies are hot. Check food for doneness, and anjoy.

An image of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system
with grill plate is shown below:
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

1[a]

a housing having
a hollow
interior, food
being receivable
within said
hollow interior;

The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a housing
having a hollow interior, food being receivable within said hollow interior.

First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a
housing having a hollow interior. A cooking pan or other inserts can be

placed within the hollow interior.

Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

FEATURES

Housing Cooking Pan
1. Lid; contains heat source and fan 6. Grill Plate: haavy—dunf die-cast
2. Removable Mesh Splatter Shield: aluminum for great grill marks
3 inserts into lid to help keep heating 7. Non:u;k Cooking Pan: large capacity
element clean and prevent smoking for family-size meals
3, Thermometer Jack: powers probe 8. Thermometer Probe; traicks inter_nal
4, Centrol Panel: capacitive touch temperature cf food during cooking
' LED screen : 9. Probe Cord Winding Wheel: holds card

5. Nonstick Alr Fryer Basket: aliows air when not in use (separate from unit)
s nstic

to circulate around foods

e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):
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2015

U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

Second, food is receivable within said hollow interior. For example, the
cooking pan placed inside the hollow interior holds food or an additional
component such as a grill plate. The food is placed in the cooking pan or
on the grill plate for cooking.

Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

FEATURES

Housing ) Cnnkng Pan

1. Lid: contains heat source and fan 6. Grill Plate: haaw-duw“-:jle-c:st
aluminum for great grill marks
2. Removable Mash Splatter Shield: _
inserts into lid to help keep heating 7. Nnmﬂqk Cfmk'ing Pan: large capacity
element clean and prevent smoking for family-size meals
3, Thermometer Jack: powers probe 8. Thermometer Probe: tracks internal

4. Control Panel tive touch temperature of food during cooking
o ro a : Capacitl
LED screen 9. Probe Cord Winding Wheel: holds cord

5. Nonstick Alr Fryer Basket: allows air when not in use (separate from unit)
9 1= r s
to circulate around foods

e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):
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2017
U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146
Grill Plate
Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

e Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):
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2018

U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

HOW TO GRILL

The heavy-duty grill plate is excellent at absorting and retaining heat, so it gives your food
the same aorgeous grifl marks vou'd get on an outdoor grill, while the closed enviranment
cooks it to juicy perfaction. The directions below are for cooking without the probe; if you
would rather grill to a specific internal temperature, see How Lo Cook Using the Probe
Thermomeater on p. 9

i

15

Set the unit on a hard, flat surface with at least & inches of clearance on the top and
sides. Put the cooking pan in the unit and set the grill plate inside . Ensure the splatter
shigld is firmly in place and close the lid. Plug in the unit.

Frepare your fpod as specified in your recipe

Prass Grill on the control panel, The Grill button will lluminate in blue, and the default
temperatura af 450°F will appear on the panel, with the bar above Mad (It up medium
grill temperatural,

Set the temperature and time. Press + or - on the Temp button to adjust the
temperature from 200°F to S00°F in incremants of 5'F {the bar may move to the High
ar Low setting). Press +or - on the Time button ta adjust the time from 1to 60 minutes
{20 minutes max if grilling at 500°F) in increments of T minute,

Fress Start/Stop. This will begin the unit's automatic preheat,

When the preheat s done, the unit will beeg, and Add Food will display on the panel.
Place food on the grill plate. CAUTION: The grill plate and grlll plate handles will be hot.
Close the lid. The timer will begin counting down.

When the timer is halfway done, the unit will beep, and Flip will display on the panel,
Flip foods as needed. Cooking will continue and the timer will resume counting down
once the |id is closed

When time is up, the unit will beep, and End will display on the panel. Carefully remove
the food, CAUTION: Grill plate handies are hot, Check food for doneness, and enjoy

As shown in the image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill,
when the grill plate and cooking pan are placed within the housing,
food placed on the grill plate is within the hollow interior of the
housing:
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

Grill Plate

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE

Heavy-duty die-cast aluminum grill grate creates
gorgeous grill marks and adds that authentic grilled flavor

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146
=
(L)
=
i
o
%
130
1[b] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a heating
element associated with said housing.
a heating
element The *152 patent explains that a heating element is associated with the
associated with | housing at least when the heating element is mounted within the lid of the
said housing; housing. See, e.g., ’152 patent, Fig. 3, 6:54-55 (“the at least one heating
and element 82 is mounted within the lid 24”’). The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer
+ Grill cooking system includes the same feature: an electric heating
element is mounted to the lid of the housing.
e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

FEATURES

1. Lid: contains heat source and fan

2. Removable Mesh Splatter Shield:
inserts into lid to help keep heating
element clean and prevent smoking

3. Thermometer Jack: powers probe

4. Control Panel: capacitive touch
LED screen

5. Nonstick Alr Fryer Basket: aliows air
to circulate around foods

-()Lid
Heating Element

. Grill Plate: heavy -duty de-cast
aluminum for great grill marks

. Nonstick Cooking Pan: large capacity
. Thermometer Probe: tracks internal

. Probe Cord Winding Wheel: holds cord

for family-size meals
temperature of food during cocking

when not in use (separate from unit)

7. Reinstall the splatter shiskd In the lid;
Insert the shigld so that the grooves an

naotohes in tha lid. Then gently push the
spdatter shigld is in place when cooking
Mot using it will axpose the heating

cause excessive smoking,

e Ex. Gat 11 (annotations added):

thie bottom of the shigld line ug with the

splatter shield upward until |t clicks nto
tha tabs on top. NOTE! Always ensure the

element and fan to ol bulldup, which could

e The image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill shows the
heating element mounted to the lid of the housing:
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146
Lid
_
1[c] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a support
body for supporting food within said hollow interior, said support body
a support body including a support surface, wherein said support surface includes a
for supporting plurality of ribs.
food within said
hollow interior, | First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a
said support support body for supporting food within said hollow interior. Specifically,
body including a | the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a grill plate
support surface, | thatis a support body and supports food within the hollow interior.
wherein said
support surface | ® Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):
includes a
plurality of ribs;
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

1

N

£
15

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

HOW TC GRILL

The heavy-duty grill plete |5 excalient of absorbig and retaining heat, 503t gives your food
the sare gorgaous grll marks you'd get on an autdoor gnll, while the closad ervirenmant
coaks it bo juicy perfection, The directions below ara lor cooking withaut the probe; if wau
wiondd rather el to & soecific intermal termperabure, see How to Cook Using the Frobe
Thermometer on o, 9

Lot the unit on a hard, Hat surface with at least & Inches of clearance on the top and
sldees, Put the coaking pan n the unit and sat the grill plate inside Ersure the splatter
shigld is firmily in place and close the [id, Flug in the unik

Prepare your food as specfied in your recipe.

Press Grill op the contral panel The Grlll buttan will illuminate i bius, and the delault
termperature of 450°F will appear on the panel, with the bar above Med it up (medium
grill temperatura}

Set the lemperature ard time, Press + or - an the Termg button to adil..-'S.T. the
terrgresature from 200°F to 500°F in increments of 5'F (the bar may movea 1o the High
or Low setting) Fress <+ or - on bhe Tima Butlon to adjust the time from 110 60 mindtes
{20 renitas max IF grilling &t 500°F) in incremants of 1 mirute,

Press Start/Stop. This will begin the unit's autcmatic preheat

When the preheat is dona, the unit will beep, and Add Food will dispiay on the panal
Placo food on the grill plate, CAUTION: The grill plate and grill plate handles wil be hat
Close th li, The trmar will Begin counting down

when the tirmer 1S hatfway done, the unit will beep, and Flip will display on the panel
Flip facds a5 neaded Cuai{hg wiill cortinue and the timear vwill resume counting down
ance thi [id s closed

when time ls up, the unit wiil beep, and End will display on the panel Carefully remove
the food. CAUTION: Grll plate handles are hot. Check food far donenass, and anjoy

Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v27?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtjinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxlg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE
Heavy-duty die-cast aluminum grill grate creates
gorgeous grill marks and adds that authentic grilled flavor

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

105in

)
i
%

130

e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

FEATURES

0

Housing %_@ Cooking Pan

Lidk contains heat source and fan

2. Removable Mesh Splatter Shield:
insarts inta lid to help keen heating
element cean and prévant smoking

B, Thormometer Iack: powers probe

4. Control Panel capacitive touch
LED screan

5. MNonstick Alr Fryer Basket aliows air
to circulate around foods

Ex. G at 13 (annotating added):

7.

8,

Grllf Plate: heay-cuty dig-cast
aluminum for greal gel marks
Manstick Cooking Pan: large capacty
for Farmiysing rmaals

Thermometer Frobe; tracks irderma
tamperature of food during cooking

Probe Cord Winding Whaeek halds card
when not in use (aepanate from unk)

Housing

Grill Plate

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

The top and side views of the grill plate (i.e., support body) are shown

in the images below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:
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U.S. Patent No. Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
11,033,146

Second, the support body of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking
system (grill plate) includes a support body including a support surface, as
shown in the image below of the grill plate of the Chefman Indoor Air
Fryer + Grill:
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2029

U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

bl

Support Surface .

Support
Body

D R AT TSN ‘i‘&iﬁm

As shown below, the top of the grill plate is a support surface that holds
food:

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE

Heavy-duty die-cast aluminum grill grate creates
gergeous grill marks ond adds that authentic grilled flavor

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmB0O0qZtjnGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):

Third, the support surface of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
cooking system (grill plate) includes a plurality of ribs. The ribs of the
grill plate are shown below:
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1[d] In the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system, said support
surface includes a plurality of channels between said plurality of ribs.
wherein said
support surface | As shown in the image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill, the
includes a plurality of ribs on the grill plate form a plurality of channels between said
plurality of plurality of ribs:
channels
between said
plurality of ribs,
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1[e] In the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system, said plurality of
o ribs includes diffuser ribs, said plurality of diffuser ribs including short
wherein said ribs, intermediate ribs, and long ribs.
plurality of ribs
includes diffuser | First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes
ribs, said diffuser ribs. The grill plate of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
plurality of leaves grill marks on the underside of food and heats up to S00°F. This
diffuser ribs shows that the ribs diffuse hot air along the plate to heat up the ribs:
including short
ribs, o Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
intermediate https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
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ribs, and long v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
ribs, and KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOW;jQ) (“BRING THE BBQ INSIDE!: Virtually

smokeless indoor grill features heavy-duty aluminum grill plate for
great grill marks. Heats up to 500°F with one-touch presets for
perfectly cooked chicken, meat, and fish and a flip indicator so you can
multitask while your food cooks.”) (emphasis added).

o Ex. Gat 8 (“Grill Plate: heavy-duty die-cast aluminum for great grill
marks”).

o The diffuser ribs of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill are shown in
the image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:

\‘L\'F"-_-xu_" R ST T o P H"tﬂﬂm‘*!lﬁ T e _"'_1. 1

= Iyt gt S

AR v e e 4
£ H

Second, the plurality of diffuser ribs include short ribs, intermediate ribs,
and long ribs. The short ribs have a length of 20mm, as shown in the
image below of Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:

-47 - SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529

Page 47 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 48 of 139 PagelD:

2034

U.S. Patent No.
11,033,146

Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

Shaort Ribs

The intermediate ribs have length of approximately 30mm as shown in the

image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:
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The long ribs have a length of approximately 79mm as shown in the image
below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:
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1[f] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system further comprises a

food container receivable in said hollow interior, said support body being
further removably mounted within an interior of said food container.
comprising a
food container First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system’s cooking pan
receivable in is a food container that is receivable in the hollow interior of the housing.
said hollow
interior, said e Ex. G at 20 (“When the preheat is done, the unit will beep, and Add
support body Food will display on the panel. Place food in the unit and close the lid.
being removably Small items, such as cookies, can be baked directly in the cooking pan.
mounted within For larger items, you can set a bread pan or cake pan inside the
an interior of cooking pan. The timer will begin counting down once the lid is
said food closed.”) (emphasis added).
container.

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO0qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ) (showing food in the cooking pan):
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e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):

FEATURES

Housing %_@ Cooking Pan

i Lid contains heal saisoe and fam B, Gafll Matn; by -duty die-gat

3, Removabie Mash Sptetsor Shield gluminum ToF great grk marks
inserts into i 16 halp keep NBalirg 7. Wonstick Coching Pas: large capecity
ahamsnt clean and prevent smoking for Farnily-sine mosls

3. Tharmomober Jeck powens prooe 8, Thermomater Probe: racks rieen

Cantrod Panelk: caoacitive touch tempanstry af food during cooking
> lLE-jc"ﬂQr‘ 2 . g, Probs Cond Wisdlng Whsal: holds cond

’ T
=, momstick Alr Fryer Basket: allows & VT I L R e LA

s o circudabs aroond foods

e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):
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Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

As shown in the image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill,

the cooking pan is inserted into the hollow interior:
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

Second, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system’s grill plate
(“support structure”) is removably mounted within the cooking pan (“food

container”).

Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

FEATURES

Housing

1, Ligt conkains hest sourca and far

2, Ramowabie Mash Splatior Shiald:
inserts irko Hd L haip keep Neating
alarmanl ciann ard pravent smokimg

3. Thermomoter Jeck: powens prote

&, Cantrod Fanel: cagacitive bouch
LED SErgan

5 Moastich &l Pryer Bosket: pliows &«
1o girgulate arcurd foods

Cooking Pan

. Gl Blate; hesvy-digy die-cat

alurmrinam for graat grill marks
monstick Coouing Pam ege capasity
o foenify-sion mosts

Thermamater Prob trocks wilerral
temparmure af food during cookng

., Prabe Cord Winding Wiheal: Rolds cord

when nol Inuse {separats friom wni)

Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):

Housing

Grill Plate

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

The images below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill show that
the grill plate is removable from the cooking pan and can be mounted

within it;
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Grill Plate
Mounted within
the Cooking Pan

. ‘Lu= fﬁ\ \
B I.E ﬂut."‘q:!"\ mq W\ \
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62. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the
’146 patent. Chefman’s use of the 146 patent has made its Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
more effective and better able to uniformly and evenly heat food.

63. SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s
infringement of the *146 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the *146 patent to directly
compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers, including the Ninja® Foodi®
XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (DG500 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air
Fryer (EG200 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300 Series), Ninja®
Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400 Series), Ninja®
Foodi® XL 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (BG500 Series), and Ninja® Foodi® 4-in-1 Indoor
Grill & Air Fryer (FG500 Series). Chefman’s infringement of the *146 patent has caused
irreparable harm to SharkNinja and will continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result,
SharkNinja is entitled to injunctive relief pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is
entitled to recover damages for Chefman’s infringement under 35 U.S.C. § 284. The amount of
damages will be proven at trial.

64. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the *146 patent at least as early
as August 29, 2024, when it received a letter (the “Notice Letter””) from SharkNinja regarding its
infringement of the ’146 patent.

65. Chefman was further put on notice of its infringement of the 146 patent at least
as early as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

66. Chefman’s continued infringement of the *146 patent after it has received notice

of the ’146 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.
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V. COUNT II: INFRINGEMENT OF THE 152 PATENT

67. SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

68. U.S. Patent No. 11,766,152 (Exhibit B), entitled “Cooking Device and
Components Thereof,” was duly and properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (“USPTO”) on September 26, 2023.

69. SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the *152 patent.

70. The application for the *152 patent was filed on May 26, 2021 and claims priority
to an application filed on February 25, 2019.

71. Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, one or more claims of the *152
patent, including at least claim 1, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things,
making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be
supplied in or from the United States, and/or importing into the United States, without authority
or license, the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill.

72. The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement, using the
Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill, 5-in-1, Removable Integrated Probe Thermometer

version of the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill.

PI,S7 61;2,‘;?; I Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
1[pre] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill is a cooking system.
A cooking For example, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill is a system that cooks
system, foods using one of five cooking “functions,” including “Grill,” “Air Fry,”
comprising: “Roast,” “Bake,” and “Broil:”

e Ex. . Gatlo0:
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

prooa,

FEATURES

| Paniraartis) Used

COOKING FUNCTIONS AT A GLANCE
All flva functhons reauire the cooking pan ta be indertad and can all be upad with the

Thay diffor in their Tamparature fanga, Insarts e and whethes they includs a
Flip#Ssir petification. {Note that you can ignore ar amend the natification as desired )

Taswp arabure

Anngs{ F) with Prese?
&l Cooking Pan + Gill Pate | 200-500 haltway through | Yaee
kg bk
Tam S
haitway through
# cookng time
¥ Fry ':l:_o::llns I-';:M 050 o SN Vas
AR 5 mirvaten fer
I Cycles
I Ve, 5br
= [ | 200450 FalfEay through | T
A Rt il coakreg lima
Cocking Par (e addan
Bl Berich caks pan of loaf 200450 Mo R CH
pan, et rchadad) i
) Tuwen snllings
Brod Cocking PE Ly {4507 and -] Vit
High R |

The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes different
pans or inserts that can be used to cook food in the different cooking
functions. For example, the “Grill Plate” is used when cooking food with

the “Grill” function;

e Ex. G at 10 (annotations added):
FEATURES
COOKING FUNCTIONS AT A GLANCE
All frve funetions reguins the coosEg pan 1o be insermad and can oll bo usad with the
probe, They diffor in thesr Temporabune rargs, Insarts wsed and whsther hey Includa a
Flip/Stir petification. {Mote that you cam ignore of amend the nodification as desinged )
s LhO | Ponsnsartia) Used Temparatuns Flipy & alr
Lirierir B " Fangs { F) Motilcation?
Gl Cankig Pan + Goll Pt ICO-S00 huPaay through | Yol
SRy Dl
Yak Sar
| i By’ CRPGLIGN
Cooming Fan + " a5 cocking tima Yea
ArFry . A or sy
| A Fry Bashat s S
| | loreger cycles )
Wau, St
Reniesl Cagkirg Pan 00450 nMPaay treoegh | Y
e enuikie] me
Conking P& (can ada an
i B-irch ek pan or ioaf P50 | Mo Yus
e, sl Pzl &
g Twa sstiings
ficai Cooking Fan | (4500 and | MO Vi
Fiigh (5000 i
[ ]

Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

HOW TO GRILL

This hewy-duly gl plate (s excelant at abscehing and retainng heat, 50 it gives your food

the eafrE gorgeous ol marks you'd get on an cutdser grill, while tha closed envirormant
cisks it to juloy parfaction, The deactions below are for cooking without the probe; T you
wiuld rather grill (o a gpecilic niteral termparaione, 08 How [o Coak Usng tha Proba
Thermaimater om o, &

9

An image of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system

S&f bl Unl on & kard, flat sufsce with 8T least B imchas of clearance on tha top and
sides. Put tha cooking pan in the wnit and set bhe orll plats @wmide Erauce the colattar
shisld & finmly In place &nd close tha Kol Plug in the unik

. Prepare your food as specfied in your tecipe,

. Press Grill oo the controd panel. The Grel Button w18 Bueminads in blue, and thae default

ternperature of 450°F wil sigesr on [ panel, with the Dar afowe Mad I up (medum
grill termgsaratun)

Set the temperature and Hime. Fress + ar = an The Temg DutTon 1o adjust thea
temparature fram 200°F i S00°F In increments of 5'F {the bar rray move to the High
or Low setting). Preds + o - on the Time buttan 1 adust he bme from 11280 minutes
(30 mértes max if griling at SO0°F) m increments of T minute

Preas B1arl/Stog, This will Degin the unit's automatic preheat

‘When tha pretheat |5 done, the unit Wil beep, and Add Food wil dispéay on the panel
Place food on the gril plate. CAUTION: TR grill plate and grill plate hanibas = D hof,
Close th bd, Tha Girmaer will Begin counling denwr

whan the timear s halfway dors, tha uret wil beap, and Fip will disglay on the panai,
Fip foods o needed. Cooking will contmue and ths Dimar Wil asems counting-down
once the lid is closed

W han e 15 U the unit wil beep, and End will display oo the pansd. CarefUly ramave
the food, CAUTION; Grill plates handles are hot. Check faod for doneness, and enjdy,

with a grill plate is shown below:
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U.S. Patent No. . . . . .
11,766,152 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
1[a] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a housing
having a hollow interior configured to receive food therein.
a housing having
a hollow interior | First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a
configured to housing having a hollow interior. A cooking pan or other inserts can be
receive food placed within the hollow interior.
therein;
e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

FEATURES

Housing So—(8  CookingPan
L Lid: eontairs heat source and tan 6, Grill Plate: heawy-duty die-cest
3 o Mash o Shiald: plurmrsim for great griF rmdarcs
movatie Splat
inserts inko N 10 halp keep haaling 7. Menstick Cooking Pam: larga capacity
alament Claan and prevent Smoking for farmiky-size maals
1 Tharmometer Jachs g0wers probe B Thermomater Probe: Iracks interal

4. Cantrol Pansl; capacttie tosch TR, - Sonet UK oo
" =] H i

LED scragn %, Probe Cord Winding ‘Whesl: holds eard
5. Nenstick Alr Fryws Baskot: alicws & when not In Lise: (segasate from uri
{11 iC I -

to crculate around foods

e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

Second, the housing with the hollow interior is configured to receive food.

For example, the cooking pan placed inside the hollow interior is
configured to hold food or an additional component such as a grill plate.
The food is placed in the cooking pan or on the grill plate for cooking.

e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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U.S. Patent No. ; . ) )
: +
11,766,152 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

FEATURES

Housing So—® Cooking Pan
1. ik contains Fusyt souros ond fan . Ol Plate: heasy -duty die-cast
2. Bemovable Mesh Splattor Shinid: aliminurmn faF graat grll marss
" insarts to lid m'haln wpap heating 7. Nomitlck Dgnhmﬂ Pan: large copacity
wlamert clear and prvent amoking T family-Sizs Mmenafs
3, Tharmometer Jack: powars probe B Tharmomaber Probe: fracks internal

B i i Euch ternparature af food during cooking
w Al Canaofive B i
ot ED scrman 9. Praba Cord Windisg Whesl: hoids cord

5 M Alr Fryer Basket allows s wihin net [N ues [sepants from unit)
cnatick

10 crculate arournd foads
e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):

Grill Plate

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

e Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

HOW T GRILL

The heawy-duty ol plete i excellart ab abes rhing and retssing hest. so it gives your food

the same gorgeous el marks you'd get on an outcloar grill while (he cosed anvironment
cooke it to fuicy porfecticn, The dracticn: bilow a0 for cocling wit kool the prob; § you
wokd ratier grill to & specilic mtermal lemperature. s8e How to Cool Lising the Brobe
Thisrrreseler on o S

1

fd

is

As shown in the image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill,
when the grill plate and cooking pan are placed within the housing,
food placed on the grill plate is within the hollow interior of the

housing:

Sat tha unitona hard flat surface with a2 feast & inches of clearance on the lop and
sides, Put tha cooking gan in theunit and set the grill ate inside, Ensuns the splatter
shizid |s Firmity In place erd close the d. Plug i tho unit

Pranarn Your Tood a5 soacrtied In your racina

Frass Grill on the controd panel. The Grill button wil illeminate in e, and the default
Eeiriperbiure of A50°F will apgear of e panel, with [he bad aboyve Mesd Gt up imadium
grill temiperatuna},

St the temperatung ang tima, Press + ar = an the Tema Buttan to adust the
tempecature from 200°F (0 500°F In incramants of 5°F {tha bar may mave to the Hgh
oF Lo setting). Brass + o - on the Tima Bution to adjust the tme from 1 to 80 minutes
(20 mirnstas max if grilbng at 30C°F) in incroments of T minute

Press Start/Stop, This will begin the unit's sutomabic probaat.

Winen the preheat is done. the unit will beap, and Add Food will disglay on the parel,
Plage food on the gril plate. CAUTION: The gril plate and grill plate handies will be hol

L Chose the B, The timer will begin counting down

Vuhan the Timer = halfwey dorse. the unit will Beap, and Flio wil display on the pans
Flip foods as reedad, Cooking will continus snd the timer will resume counting down
ance Lhe lid 15 clossd

Whan bme is up, the unit will beep, and Erd will dsplay on the pane. Caefully remove
tiwe food, CAUTION: Grill plabs handlis sre hot Check food for donenass and anjay
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE
Heavy-duty die-cast alurminum grill grate creates
gorgeous grill marks ond adds that authentic grilled flavor

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO0qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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=
1oy
o
%
%
13N
1[b] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a heating
element associated with the housing.
a heating
element The *152 patent explains that a heating element is associated with the
associated with | housing at least when the heating element is mounted within the lid of the
the housing; and | housing. See, e.g., ’152 patent, Fig. 3, 6:54-55 (“the at least one heating
element 82 is mounted within the lid 24”’). The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer
+ Grill cooking system includes the same feature: an electric heating
element is mounted to the lid of the housing.
e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):
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FEATURES

1, Ltk contans heat source and fan 6, Grill Plate: hayr-duty die-cast
:; Rersovabhy Math ther Bhinid glumminuem for great grll marks
inserts iFbo lid o holp ke p heating 7. Monstick Cooking Pan: large capacty
elgrrant clean and prevent smokmg fior Farrely-side meak
% The taf Jacio powens praba B Thanmometer Probe: fracks internal
4 ﬂwﬂ:::::nlt & ithve touch reenperebure of food during cooking
' LED scrn 5, Probe Cord Winding Wheet hods cord

e ekl ke ey B A il wihen nat in uss (ieparats from unith

o arculate around hooos

Ex. G at 11 (annotations added):

7. Rainstall the splatier shisld in the bd;
|Figd the shield a0 that the grooves om
tha bottom of the shisld line up with the
repbChas in the B, Then gently push the
splatter shishd upward untl it cheks nto
thi tebs on top, NOTE: Always ersies tha
splatber shigid |8 In place when cocking
ot Lsing 2 will exposo the hoating
glamanl ard fan toood Bulldug, which sauld
CouUsE excassive smoking.

The image below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill shows the
heating element mounted to the lid of the housing:
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A e me
o
e Wil i
1[c] The Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a support
body configured to support food within the hollow interior, the support
a support body body including a support surface and an outer edge, wherein the support
configured to surface includes a plurality of diffuser ribs, the plurality of diffuser ribs
suppprt food being curved and including first ribs, second ribs, and third ribs, the first
within the ribs extending radially inward between the outer edge to a first radial
hollow interior, | position on the support surface, the second ribs extending radially inward
the support body | between the outer edge to a second radial position, and the third ribs

including a
support surface
and an outer
edge, wherein

extending radially inward between the outer edge to a third radial position,

the first, second, and third radial positions being different from one
another.

the support First, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system includes a
surface includes | support body configured to support food within the hollow interior.

a plurality of Specifically, the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking system
diffuser ribs, the

plurality of
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diffuser ribs includes a grill plate that is a support body and supports food within the
being curved and | hollow interior.

including first
ribs, second ribs, | ® Ex. G at 18 (annotations added):

and third ribs,

the first ribs OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

eXtendlng HOW TD GRILL

radlally anard Tra haave-gluty gl plate s excellent st sbsorbing end retaining heat, so it gives your food
e sarme gargeous grill marks yal'd ol on an eabgiaor grill, vehiia the Cipean srvinonmeng

between the eonke It to uley parfechion. The aclrections sebow ara for cooling without te probs;  vou
would rather grif to 8 spacifc internal tomperature, see How to Cook Lising fhe Procbe

outer edge to a sissialiesdadnon

ﬁI‘St I'adlal 1. Balb bhe wait onoa haed, Bat sarface with at leaet & Inchec of clasmnca o tha tog and

t th sickess, Pt thi cookdng an in the Lnit and st the gril plats inside. Ersure the splatter
pOS1 10n on € shield e firmby in olace snd Sase the i Plug in the unit
Support Surface, 2. Prepane vour food a3 scecdied inyour recipe

s 3. Prass Grll on the controd parel The Gril Buthan will Bustinate in biue, and the dalgul
the Second rlbs tamparature S 4580°F wil appaar on the panel, Wik the bar abowe Mead Nt up imedam
extendlng grill ternperatura)

. . 4. Sat tha emoerature and Hime, Prass = or = on the Temp button bo adust the
radlally lnward tererature from 300" F o S00F in ncrermeits of 5°F (1P Dad miag cicys Do Pha High
between the ar Low setting ). Press + or - on the Tima button to adist the time from 10 60 mindbes

A0 mirtes max F grilbng &t S00°F) inincremants of Dminuis
outer edge toa 5. Press Sterl/Stog. This will Degin the unit's automatic preheat.
Second radlal B. ‘Winen the prehsat @ dona, tha unit will boeg, and Add Food will disploy on tha pared

Place food on the grill plate. CAUTION; The gril plate and gl plats hancies Wil e bt

position, and the

Chose tha lid. Tha timar will bagin caunting down

thlrd I'le B, Whar the tmar = halfway dong, tha unit will Besep, and Flip will display an the ganel

. Elip foods s needed. Cogking will contnus sad e tmar will rescmas counting dosm
eXtendlng o (e [l o Cloaed
radlally lnward G Whar T 5 U The et will beees znd Enl will display an the paned, Carefully réroye

15 the food CAUTION: Grll piste handles are hat. Checkl faed for donersss, and anjgy

between the

outer edge to a . ) . .
third radial e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:

position, the https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
first, second, and v2?srsltid=AfmB0O0qZtjnGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
third radial KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):

positions being
different from
one another.
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AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE
Heavy-duty die-cast aluminurn grill grate creates
gorgeous grill marks and adds that authentic grilled flavar

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO0qZtjnGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):
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105 in

e Ex. G at 8 (annotations added):

FEATURES

Housing

L Lkt containg heat sourca and fan

3. RAemowstsle Mosh Splatted Thlekd
inserts info lid to helo keep hoating
slement claan and prévent smosing

3. Tharmometor fack: powers probe

&, Control Panst: casecitive iouch
WLED Scraen

z 1o circulate arcund foods

G

8 Manstlck Al Frys Baskat: sllows ait

{®
—®
6. Srill Plate: heany-cuty te-cast

Eurenim for greal gril marks

7. Haomstick Cooking Pan: isrgs Capacly
T Tarvlly -Eiae rmaais

Cooking Pan

#, Thermamater Probe: tracks int sl
temperature af food during cookag

9. Proba Cord Winding Wheek ho'ds cord
whan not in use (separato From urdt
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e Ex. G at 13 (annotations added):
Grill Plate

Cooking Pan

Hollow Interior

Housing

e The top and side views of the grill plate (i.e., support body) are shown
in the images below of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill:
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

Second, the support body of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking
system (grill plate) includes a support surface and an outer edge, as shown
in the image below of the grill plate of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer +
Grill:

Cuter Edge :
=

- S
- Supnar:Surfam

Support Surface

=ad
L®

As shown below, the top of the grill plate supports food:

o Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-

-73 - SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529
Page 73 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 74 of 139 PagelD:
2060

U.S. Patent No.

. . : ) ' o
11,766,152 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):

AN AUTHENTIC GRILLING EXPERIENCE

Heawy-duty die-cast aluminum grill grate creates
gorgeous grill marks and adds that authentic grilled flovor

e Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOWjQ):

Third, the support surface of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
cooking system (grill plate) includes a plurality of diffuser ribs, the
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

plurality of diffuser ribs being curved and including first ribs, second ribs,
and third ribs.

e The grill plate of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill leaves grill
marks on the underside of food and heats up to 500°F. This shows that
the ribs diffuse hot air along the plate to heat up the ribs:

o Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product website (Available
at: https://chefman.com/products/rj38-afg-7tp-
v2?srsltid=AfmBO00qZtinGGJe2q60MILCNur8NPBLZsxIg-
KKyc5sDhyUz50WkOW;jQ) (“BRING THE BBQ INSIDE!:
Virtually smokeless indoor grill features heavy-duty
aluminum grill plate for great grill marks. Heats up to
500°F with one-touch presets for perfectly cooked chicken,
meat, and fish and a flip indicator so you can multitask while
your food cooks.”) (emphasis added).

o Ex. G at 18 (“Grill Plate: heavy-duty die-cast aluminum for
great grill marks™)

e The curved first, second, and third diffuser ribs of the grill plate are
shown below:
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T e L S

Finally, the first ribs of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill cooking
system extend radially inward between the outer edge to a first radial
position on the support surface, the second ribs extend radially inward
between the outer edge to a second radial position, and the third ribs
extend radially inward between the outer edge to a third radial position,
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with the first, second, and third radial positions being different from one
another.

As shown in the image of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill below, the
first ribs extend radially inward between the outer edge to a first radial
position 73mm from the inner radius:

Quter Edge

1. i [} r

Radially Inward 8

As shown in the image of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill below, the
second ribs extend radially inward between the outer edge to a second
radial position 115mm from the inner radius:
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Duter Edge

Har:ually mward

/-

e 2 Second
=% Position

As shown in the image of the Chefman Indoor Air Fryer + Grill below, the
third ribs extend radially inward between the outer edge to a third radial

position 109mm from the inner radius:
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< QOuter Edge
Radially Inward
- //
73. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the

’152 patent. Chefman’s use of the *152 patent has made its Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
more effective and better able to uniformly and evenly heat food.
74. SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s
infringement of the *152 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the *152 patent to directly
compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Indoor Grill & Air Fryers, including Ninja® Foodi® XL
6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (DG500 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer
(EG200 Series), Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300 Series), Ninja® Foodi®
5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400 Series), Ninja® Foodi® XL
6-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (BG500 Series), and Ninja® Foodi® 4-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air
Fryer (FG500 Series). Chefman’s infringement of the 152 patent has caused irreparable harm to
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SharkNinja and will continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result, SharkNinja is entitled to
injunctive relief pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is entitled to recover damages for
Chefman’s infringement under 35 U.S.C. § 284. The amount of damages will be proven at trial.

75. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the *152 patent at least as early
as August 29, 2024, when it received the Notice Letter from SharkNinja regarding its
infringement of the 152 patent.

76. Chefman was further put on notice of its infringement of the 152 patent at least
as early as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

77. Chefman’s continued infringement of the ’152 patent after it has received notice
of the 152 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.

VI. COUNT III: INFRINGEMENT OF THE 654 PATENT

78. SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

79. U.S. Patent No. D918,654 (Exhibit C), entitled “Grill Plate,” was duly and
properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) on May 11, 2021.

80. SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the *654 patent.

81.  The application for the 654 patent was filed on June 6, 2019.

82. Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, the claim of the *654 patent, in
violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things, making, using, offering to sell, and/or
selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be supplied in or from the United States,
and/or importing into the United States, without authority or license, the Chefman Indoor Air
Fryer + Grill product.

83. The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement, using the
Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill, 5-in-1, Removable Integrated Probe Thermometer

version of the Chefman Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill.
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U.S. Patent No. D918,654 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman
Indoor Air Fryer + Grill

,_/ A
, AT 7 7 }/‘
p § £ /
[k W 57k A
£ A i 1 vf £ 7 ’/»“"/,/
ALK I A e -
AN VACAUI S AL 2 et _—
X R s #
X \sﬂ\‘\\\\ : “' "’ ] 2 l (T P— = 1
e o L
P e O 4 O ;
e if:“»/' ! N NN
J ey 2V / / Yoais S
o //// 7 /l: \
> 4 )
A
] 4 £
FIG. 1

|3 (o fromms, LG T VO T U

bl | ¢

FIG.2
1j8} ) i w ) o e ) e
FIG. 3
i‘IH T 1§ J St ) ) 5 ] DTN \.‘.‘!
FIG. 4

-81- SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529

Page 81 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 82 of 139 PagelD:
2068

U.S. Patent No. D918,654 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman
Indoor Air Fryer + Grill
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84. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the
’654 patent. Chefman’s use of the design of 654 patent has enhanced the ornamental
appearance of its Electric Indoor Air Fryer + Grill product.

85. SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s
infringement of the *654 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the *654 patent to directly
compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer (AG300 Series)
and Ninja® Foodi® 5-in-1 Indoor Grill & Air Fryer with Integrated Smart Probe (AG400 Series).
Chefman’s infringement of the *654 patent has caused irreparable harm to SharkNinja and will
continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result, SharkNinja is entitled to injunctive relief pursuant
to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is entitled to recover damages for Chefman’s infringement
under 35 U.S.C. §§ 284 and 289, including an award of any and all profits received or derived by
Chefman from the manufacture, marketing, sale, offering for sale and/or distribution of products
or services bearing or using any copy or colorable limitation of the 654 patent. The amount of
damages will be proven at trial.

86. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the 654 patent at least as early
as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

87. Chefman’s continued infringement of the 654 patent after it has received notice
of the 654 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.

VII. COUNT IV: INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’026 PATENT

88. SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

89. U.S. Patent No. 11,389,026 (Exhibit D), entitled “Cooking Device and
Components Thereof,” was duly and properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (“USPTO”) on July 19, 2022.

90. SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the 026 patent.
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91. The application for the *026 patent was filed on March 31, 2021 and claims
priority to an application filed on July 15, 2019.

92. Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, one or more claims of the 026
patent, including at least claim 1, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things,
making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be
supplied in or from the United States, and/or importing into the United States, without authority
or license, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer product.

93. The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement, using the

Chefman TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer version of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer.

U.S. Patent No.

11,389,026 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Dual Air Fryer

1[pre] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer is a cooking system.

1. A cooking For example, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer is a system that cooks foods
system such as “Fries, chicken, fish, bacon, hamburgers, steak, vegetables, [and]
comprising: shrimp” using time and temperature controls or one of eight “Preset

Function[s]:”

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/1j38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (“Introducing the Chefman
TurboFry Touch Dual Air Fryer, your key to enjoying double the
delicious, crispy meals! With two spacious 4.5-quart baskets, you
can effortlessly air fry meals for the whole family. Prepare two
different foods with different time and temperature settings using
the independent touchscreen control panels; air fry the main course
in one basket, and the side in the other! Enjoy crispy chicken, fish,
steak, and more with eight built-in cooking presets and an
adjustable temperature range of 200-400°F. A convenient LED
reminder alerts you to shake halfway through cooking time, and the
Sync Finish button ensures both baskets finish cooking
simultaneously. Cleanup is a breeze with dishwasher-safe
accessories and easy-to-clean nonstick baskets. Make mealtimes
easier with this sleek and versatile air fryer!”’) (emphasis added):
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U.S. Patent No.
11,389,026 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Dual Air Fryer

CHEFMAN

Cook two foods at once with different
time and temperature settings.

e Chefman TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer User Guide (attached
hereto as Exhibit H), at 9:
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Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Dual Air Fryer

FEATURES

Control panel
Basket |

Basket 2

Basket racks (2)

PP SR

Baskot handles

Ex. H at 9 (showing control buttons “to increase or decrease time and
temperature”):
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e Ex.Hatlo:

Fries

Default Time

20 minutes

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

PRESET FUNCTION CHART

Default Temp

400°F

Shake/Flip Reminder?

Comes on halfway through cook time

Chicken

30 minutes

375°F

Comes on halfway through ccok time

Fish

10 minutes

350°F

None

Bacon

Burgers

12 minutes

400°F

Comes on halfway through cook time

Page 87 of 139 PagelD:

10 minutes

Comes on halfway through cook time

Steak

15 minutes

400°F

| -

Vegetables

15 minutes

350°*F

Comes on halfway thraugh cook time

Comes cn halfway through cook time

Shrimp

7 minutes

400°F

Comes on halfway through cook time

1[a]

a housing having a
first internal
compartment and
a second internal
compartment;

The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a housing having
a first internal compartment and a second internal compartment.

The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a housing with a
first internal compartment (cooking basket) and a second internal
compartment (cooking basket):

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_vVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):
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Housing

First Internal
Compartment

CHEFMAN

Second Internal
Compartment

Cook two foods at once with different
time and temperature settings.

~—

e The images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system
show the housing with a first internal compartment (cooking basket)
and a second internal compartment (cooking basket):

Second Internal
Compartment
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| m
' 1
| o
e h - SecondInterna
Firstinternal S » Compartment
First Internal | 2 Second Internal
Compartment Compartment
1[b] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first cooking
container defining a first cooking volume, said first cooking container
a first cooking being removably receivable within said first internal compartment to
container defining | close off an opening to said first internal compartment when inserted
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a first cooking
volume, said first
cooking container
being removably
receivable within
said first internal
compartment to
close off an
opening to said
first internal
compartment
when inserted
therein, and a
second cooking
container defining
a second cooking
volume, said
second cooking
container being
removably
receivable within
said second
internal
compartment to
close off an
opening to said
second internal
compartment
when inserted
therein, the first
and second
cooking containers
each forming a
continuous outer
surface with the
housing when the

therein, and a second cooking container defining a second cooking
volume, said second cooking container being removably receivable
within said second internal compartment to close off an opening to said
second internal compartment when inserted therein, the first and second
cooking containers each forming a continuous outer surface with the
housing when the first and second cooking containers are inserted into
the first and second internal compartments respectively.

First, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system has two baskets (first
and second “cooking container[s]”) that are removably receivable within
said first internal compartment and said second internal compartment:

e Ex. Hat5 (“If you choose to use oil, toss food with oil in a separate
bowl, and then transfer food to the removable racks or baskets”)
(emphasis added).

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):

Removable Baskets
e

—_—

Ensures differently timed

first and second dishes finish together.
cooking containers
are inserted into
the first and
second internal
-90 -
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compartments
respectively;

4. 5 quart baskets are top- rack
dishwasher safe.

e The removable baskets of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer are shown
below:

Second, the first cooking container (basket) defines a first cooking
volume and the second cooking container (basket) defines a second
cooking volume. Specifically, each basket contains a hollow volume to
hold food that can be cooked up to a “Max line” that defines the limit of
the cooking volume:
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e Ex. Hat2 (“Cooking Forward™
Whether this is your first Chefman® appliance or you’re already part
of our family, we’re happy to be cooking with you! With your new
TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer, you can air fry foods to crisp
perfection with little to no oil for healthier eating. With two 4.5-
quart baskets, you can make a main dish and sides, or heat up two
crispy snacks for a game-night spread. The Sync Finish feature
allows foods with different cook times to finish at the same time.”)
(emphasis added).

e The images below show the “Max line[s]” and cooking volumes of
the baskets of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer system:

First
Cooking
Volume

Second
Cooking §
Volume

Second Basket
(“Cooking Container™)
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Third, as shown in the images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer, the
first cooking container and second cooking container (the baskets) close
off an opening to the first internal compartment and second internal
compartment, respectively, when inserted in the compartments:
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)| Completely
Closed Off

rF r B ' \
] A0 :
V ’ First Basket ‘A\\‘,“;‘» )
(“Cooking Container”) :‘,",‘- WAl
A \ "
§ Fully Inserted Into Compartment we Ay
o b == = o AGL G e

T T =T = =2 —on o o ==
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Completely § 4
Closed Off

Seond Basket
. (“Cooking Container”)
Fully Inserted Into Compartment

= o = =

{("Cooking Container”™)

Fully Inserted into Compartment (#7752

Fourth, the first and second cooking containers each form a continuous
outer surface with the housing when the first and second cooking
containers are inserted into the first and second internal compartments
respectively. As shown in the images below of the Chefman Dual Air
Fryer, the two baskets (“cooking containers”) form a continuous outer
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surface when inserted into their respective first and second internal
compartments:
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first cooking container
forms a continuous

outer surface with the

housing when inserted

First Basket Ry
(“Cooking Container”) |54 ;,"\?:*

T T s
D

-97- SharkNinja Ex2002
RJ Brands, LLC v. SharkNinja

IPR2025-01529

Page 97 of 139



Case 1:24-cv-08984-CPO-MJS Document 81  Filed 06/02/25 Page 98 of 139 PagelD:
2084

U.S. Patent No.
11,389,026 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman Dual Air Fryer

second cooking
containerforms a
continuous outer

surface with the housing

when inserted

(“Cooking Container”)

>N ‘--{‘\*_‘\

o T Wl Sl N

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (showing continuous outer surface
when first and second cooking containers are inserted):
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cHEFMAN

1[c] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first heating

element and a second heating element disposed in said housing, said first
a first heating heating element being in thermal communication with said first cooking
element and a volume and said second heating element being in thermal
second heating communication with said second cooking volume, the first and second
element disposed | heating elements being independently operable to independently cook
in said housing, food contained within the first and second cooking containers.
said first heating
element being in First, each of the baskets of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system
thermal has its own heating element that is directly above and heats the cooking
communication volume of the basket.
with said first
cooking volume e Ex.Hat5 (“Some areas do get HOT during use, and the touch screen
and said second may get warm. Do not touch the heating elements. Do not place
heating element hands or other body parts near the air vents while the air fryer is in
being in thermal use; burns may result. Take caution when handling the hot air fryer
communication rack and all removable parts.”) (emphasis added).
with said second
cooking volume, e The image below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer shows first and
the first and second electric coil heaters (heating elements) that are within the
second heating housing of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer and are above the first and
elements being second internal compartments:
independently
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operable to
independently
cook food
contained within
the first and
second cooking
containers; and

Second Heating Element

Second, the first and second heating elements are in thermal
communication with said first cooking volume and second cooking
volume, respectively. As the images of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer
shown below illustrate, the two electric coil heaters (heating elements)
heat the internal compartments into which each basket is placed.
Because the baskets contain the first and second cooking volume, the
first and second heating elements are in thermal communication with the
first and second cooking volumes.

3 ‘
_ i

=

First Heating Element ’

¥
i

# :
. 4
—— —

| =32

B FirstInternal
h Compartment

1
(e
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= \
4 Second Heating Element

o
L ————
———

e

Second Internal
Compartment . !]
o — myﬁ]//ﬁ'

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcjMJISKEHIf vVHNub
5ZAeqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):

First Heating Element Second Heating Element

first heating elementin

second heating elementin
thermal communication thermal communication with
with first cooking volume second cooking volume

[ INCredses e temperdrture
450°F for an extra crispy finish.

Third, the heating elements of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer are
independently operable to independently cook food contained within the
first and second baskets (“cooking container|[s]”), respectively.

e For example, the control panel includes separate temperature and
time controls and displays for the first and second basket and
requires the user to press a “Sync Baskets” button in order to prevent
the baskets from being controlled independently:
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o Ex. H at 9 (annotations added):

CONTROL PANEL

SHAXE START/STOP Button
Ughts Starts and stops e
rrinate

208 e

Runring Lights
aneone
when Daseet

coskong

SYNC FNISM

Button

The Chefman Dual Air Fryer User Guide includes instructions on
how to “cook in one basket” and independently operate one heating
element to cook food in the cooking volume beneath it. Independent
control is the system’s “default mode,” and the system permits a user
to begin cooking on the second side with different time and

temperature settings.

o Ex. H at 12-13 (annotations added):
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HOW TO COOK IN ONE BASKET

Though the beauty of this air fryer is its double-basket capacity and syne functions, you can
easily Cook in just one basket, which is the default mode. (The other basket can be removed
or ft in the unit on standioy)

1. Prepare for air fryer cooking as directed starting on p. 11

2 Setthe time and temperature for basket I To set the tamparature, prass the TIME/TEMP
Button until the temperature displays, than press the plus (+) or mnus (<) sgn To set
the time. press the TIME/TEMP button until the time cisplays, and then press the plus
or minus sgn. If CO0KNG with & preset function, choose the icon that best represants
the food you're cooking and press the icon. This will set the preprogrammed time ang
temperature. (See chart on p. 10 for detals)

3 Press START

4. During cooking. the SHAKE Ight on the control panal will turn on, and the air fryer will
D2ep 8s & reminder 10 shake (Or fIip) foOd, as necessary. (See chart starting on p 16 for
more details on timing.) The ight will turn off immediately when the basket is removed
and will go off automatically after about 10 saconds If the basket is not pulled out. (F
your food does not need 1o be shaken, fipped, or tumed, smply ignore the warning )

S When the timer is done, the air fryer wil tum off automatically. Remove the basket from
the unit. Check food for doneness, then carefully transfer tha food 1o plates or a platter
and one

NOTE: While the Lnit ' CO0KING On One side, you can begin cooking in the other basket
ot any time. (The Sync Baskets and Sync Finish functions will not be avalable, however,)
Simply press the other basket's button on the display and set the time and temparature
for thet side. Do NOT press START. The running ights 10r that basiet will come on to
show that it's cooking

Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf

_ VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO):
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CHEFMAN

Independent touchscreen
unctions for each basket.

e (Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (“Introducing the Chefman
TurboFry Touch Dual Air Fryer, your key to enjoying double the
delicious, crispy meals! With two spacious 4.5-quart baskets, you
can effortlessly air fry meals for the whole family. Prepare two
different foods with different time and temperature settings
using the independent touchscreen control panels; air fry the main
course in one basket, and the side in the other! Enjoy crispy chicken,
fish, steak, and more with eight built-in cooking presets and an
adjustable temperature range of 200-400°F. A convenient LED
reminder alerts you to shake halfway through cooking time, and the
Sync Finish button ensures both baskets finish cooking
simultaneously. Cleanup is a breeze with dishwasher-safe
accessories and easy-to-clean nonstick baskets. Make mealtimes
easier with this sleek and versatile air fryer!”) (emphasis added).

1[d] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first fan and a
second fan disposed in said housing, said first fan being in fluid

a first fan and a communication with said first cooking volume and said second fan being
second fan in fluid communication with said second cooking volume.

disposed in said
housing, said first
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fan being in fluid | The *026 patent describes air movement mechanisms that “circulate air
communication through the internal compartment[s].” The Chefman Dual Air Fryer
with said first contains the same functionality. The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking
cooking volume system includes a fan in the housing above each electric coil heater that
and said second circulates air through the respective cooking volume underneath.
fan being in fluid
communication e Ex.Hat 11 (“The air fryer’s high-speed fans cook your favorite
with said second foods quickly.”) (emphasis added).

cooking volume.

e The image below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer shows first and
second fans in the housing above the electric coil heaters. The fans
are in fluid communication with the first and second cooking
volumes when they circulate air through the cooking compartments
and their respective cooking volumes below:

e The images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer show the fans
above the internal compartments into which each basket is placed.
The fans are in fluid communication with the respective cooking
volumes contained within each basked such that each fan propels
heated air into the respective cooking volume:
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First Cooking
Volume
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Propelled Air )

Location of
Second Cooking
Volume ,J

Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:

https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpt-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf

_vVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):
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/ N
-
= <
< > T
° y &
= ®
2 3
o Q.
a
First Cooking Second Cooking
Volume Volume
94. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the

’026 patent. Chefman’s use of the 026 patent has made its Dual Air Fryer product more
effective and able to heat food at two different temperatures simultaneously.

95. SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s
infringement of the 026 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the 026 patent to directly
compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with DualZone™
Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-Qt DZ201 Series, the 6-in-1
10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1 6-Qt DZ090 Series.
Chefman’s infringement of the *026 patent has caused irreparable harm to SharkNinja and will
continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result, SharkNinja is entitled to injunctive relief pursuant
to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is entitled to recover damages for Chefman’s infringement

under 35 U.S.C. § 284. The amount of damages will be proven at trial.
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96. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the 026 patent at least as early
as August 29, 2024, when it received the Notice Letter from SharkNinja regarding its
infringement of the *026 patent.

97. Chefman was further put on notice of its infringement of the *026 patent at least
as early as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

98. Chefman’s continued infringement of the 026 patent after it has received notice
of the 026 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.

VIII. COUNT V: INFRINGEMENT OF THE 377 PATENT

99. SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

100. U.S. Patent No. 11,672,377 (Exhibit E), entitled “Cooking Device and
Components Thereof,” was duly and properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (“USPTO”) on June 13, 2023.

101.  SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the *377 patent.

102.  The application for the *377 patent was filed on June 10, 2022 and claims priority
to an application filed on July 15, 2019.

103.  Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, one or more claims of the *377
patent, including at least claim 1, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things,
making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be
supplied in or from the United States, and/or importing into the United States, without authority
or license, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer product.

104.  The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement using the

Chefman TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer version of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer.
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1[pre] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer is a cooking system.

A cooking system | For example, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer is a system that cooks foods

comprising: such as “Fries, chicken, fish, bacon, hamburgers, steak, vegetables, [and]
shrimp” using time and temperature controls or one of eight “Preset
Function[s]:”

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (“Introducing the Chefman
TurboFry Touch Dual Air Fryer, your key to enjoying double the
delicious, crispy meals! With two spacious 4.5-quart baskets, you
can effortlessly air fry meals for the whole family. Prepare two
different foods with different time and temperature settings using
the independent touchscreen control panels; air fry the main course
in one basket, and the side in the other! Enjoy crispy chicken, fish,
steak, and more with eight built-in cooking presets and an
adjustable temperature range of 200—400°F. A convenient LED
reminder alerts you to shake halfway through cooking time, and the
Sync Finish button ensures both baskets finish cooking
simultaneously. Cleanup is a breeze with dishwasher-safe
accessories and easy-to-clean nonstick baskets. Make mealtimes
easier with this sleek and versatile air fryer!”’) (emphasis added):
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CHEFMAN

Aty o i

Cook two foods at once with different
time and temperature settings.

o Ex.Hatg&:
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FEATURES

Control panad
2 Basket!
3. Bosket2
4. Basket recks (2)

5. Basket! handles

e Ex. H at 9 (showing control buttons “to increase or decrease time and
temperature”):
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SHAKE START/STOP Button Cocking - Tese/Temp ‘
Uishts Sharts end 2004 e "-"W_" nv""‘-'_'.'m. |
uminats vaeng Crcie for the A-.l':;'\.'l: .Ah (::." "
midway tenket nunbar that's | et e 370 b .
eouph Suminated n bie | werpeasre ke e perats
cook e or for Both Doskets If posuer foceos for e DYzt
» remnoer e SYNC BASHETS
10 shake tion s Furireted
[T
/N A AN | A\ (P (2)
=% | (D) &) \7 (2
./ A" e/ e e N
Sk >\ | @— SHAKE]
ISHAKE | Fa)t (%) ( D ) et [ISHAKE] '\
&/ e/ St/
e o O
NNt = — Wi J
=ty ( e e | (I ! |
e 1 LY Y o i )
[ NS — g
—r, X - \ 77N
@ | o +
| (=) meirmw )(+) &, St &
b i /~ smRT >
STOP [ — — —
P (v) end
Mira (<) Suttom
Une 50 inerease SYNC FiNisM mm
-
or decrease Mo Bt SEEeE .
8d tenperalure Programs Sehect b ©
Press anc hold SYNC BASKETS bashets whh tevpenate
L)t" o ;'l s afteremt B et for snch
s00 10 1093w Rusing Ughts | programs cocning bkt Tme
Detwesn “F ano Hunnats both Basests tmes and/or aduds by
< Press oo when bashet 1o cook &t the Temoeratures I minaie and
v;-' Wbt 10 tun 5 acwedy s tme and 10 fnvigh at e vm-.;'-m.le
sound off andd o co3 b0 temperatire e hre y ¥
9

Ex. Hat 10:

PRESET FUNCTION CHART
Default Time Defauit Termp Shake/Flip Remnder?
3 20 minuees Comes on halfwyy through cook Lime
e
|
‘ Chicken 30 mreses $7WF Comas on halfumy through cook time
-
Fish W0 minutos 3S0% Nore
|
Bacon 2 minutes 400%F Cormms on hattway through cook tima
’ —
Burgers 0 minutes $S0'F Comes on hattway through cook time
Stoax 115 mirtes A00"'" Cames on heltvey trrough cook tme
Vegetables 15 minutes S9OF Comes on halfway through cook tme
Swimp 7 mintes l 400°F Comes on haifwiry through cook tme

1[a] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a housing having
a first internal compartment and a second internal compartment, the first
internal compartment and the second internal compartment being
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a housing having a | separated by a dividing wall extending upward from a base of the
first internal housing.

compartment and
a second internal First, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a housing

compartment, the | with a first internal compartment (cooking basket) and a second internal
first internal compartment (cooking basket):

compartment and
the second internal | ® Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:

compartment https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
being Separated by 45‘[db?SI‘Sltld:AmeOOI‘X19JXUJ1KEVHhu11tCJMJSKEHIf
a dividing wall _VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):

extending upward
from a base of the
housing;

HOUSing CHEFMAN

Second Internal
Compartment

T—

First Internal
Compartment

ICook two foods at once with different
time and temperature settings.

e The images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system
show that the system includes a housing with a first internal
compartment (cooking basket) and a second internal compartment
(cooking basket):
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Second Internal
Compartment

d SecondIinternal

tinternal .
i Compartment

Compartment
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Second Internal

First Internal
Compartment

Compartment

Second, as shown by the images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer
cooking system, the system’s two internal compartments are separated
by a dividing wall that extends upward from the base of the housing to
the ceiling of each compartment:
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e (Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5 ZAeqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):
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1[b] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first cooking

a first cooking
container defining
a first cooking
volume, said first
cooking container
being removably
receivable within
said first internal
compartment to
completely close
off an opening to
said first internal
compartment
when fully
inserted therein,
and a second
cooking container
defining a second
cooking volume,
said second
cooking container
being removably
receivable within

container defining a first cooking volume, said first cooking container
being removably receivable within said first internal compartment to
completely close off an opening to said first internal compartment when
fully inserted therein, and a second cooking container defining a second
cooking volume, said second cooking container being removably
receivable within said second internal compartment to completely close
off an opening to said second internal compartment when fully inserted
therein.

First, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system has two baskets (first
and second “cooking container[s]”) that are removably receivable within
said first internal compartment and said second internal compartment:

e Ex.Hat5 (“If you choose to use oil, toss food with oil in a separate
bowl, and then transfer food to the removable racks or baskets”)
(emphasis added).

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_vVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):
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said second
internal
compartment to
completely close
off an opening to
said second
internal
compartment
when fully
inserted therein;

Ensures differently timed
dishes finish together.

4.5-quart baskets are top-rack
dishwasher safe.
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e The removable baskets are shown in the below images of the
Chefman Dual Air Fryer:

Second, the first cooking container (basket) defines a first cooking
volume and the second cooking container (basket) defines a second
cooking volume. Specifically, each basket contains a hollow volume to
hold food that can be cooked up to a “Max line” that defines the limit of
the cooking volume:

e Ex. Hat2 (“Cooking Forward™
Whether this is your first Chefman® appliance or you’re already part
of our family, we’re happy to be cooking with you! With your new
TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer, you can air fry foods to crisp
perfection with little to no oil for healthier eating. With two 4.5-
quart baskets, you can make a main dish and sides, or heat up two
crispy snacks for a game-night spread. The Sync Finish feature
allows foods with different cook times to finish at the same time.”)
(emphasis added).

e The images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer show the “Max
line[s]”” and cooking volumes of the baskets of the Chefman Dual Air
Fryer system:
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Max Fill

First
Cooking
Volume

Second Basket
(“Cooking Container”

First Basket
(“Cooking Container”)

Cookmg
Volume
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Third, as shown in the images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer, the
first cooking container and second cooking container (the baskets)
completely close off an opening to the first internal compartment and
second internal compartment, respectively, when fully inserted in the
compartments:

First Basket
(“Cooking Container”)
Fully Inserted Into Compartment

> > wr s - ww rwoow ow e m o o oy o =
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Completely B
Closed Off |

Seond Basket
(“Cooking Container”)
Fully Inserted Into Compartment

il TON % T T = —

o >
First Basket ¥ Second Basket
*Cooking Comtainer” f..‘/ (“Cooking Comtainer™)
&1 Fully Inserted Into Compartment . Fully Inserted Into Compartment
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1[c]

a first heating
element and a
second heating
element disposed
in said housing,
said first heating
element being in
thermal
communication
with said first
cooking volume
and said second
heating element
being in thermal
communication
with said second
cooking volume,
the first and
second heating
elements being
independently
operable to
independently
cook food
contained within
the first and
second cooking
containers; and

The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first heating
element and a second heating element disposed in said housing, said first
heating element being in thermal communication with said first cooking
volume and said second heating element being in thermal
communication with said second cooking volume, the first and second
heating elements being independently operable to independently cook
food contained within the first and second cooking containers.

First, each of the baskets of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system
has its own heating element that is directly above and heats the cooking
volume of the basket.

e Ex. Hat5 (“Some areas do get HOT during use, and the touch screen
may get warm. Do not touch the heating elements. Do not place
hands or other body parts near the air vents while the air fryer is in
use; burns may result. Take caution when handling the hot air fryer
rack and all removable parts.”) (emphasis added).

e The image below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer shows first and
second electric coil heaters (heating elements) that are within the
housing of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer and are above the first and
second internal compartments:

Second, the first and second heating elements are in thermal
communication with said first cooking volume and second cooking
volume, respectively. As the images of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer
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shown below illustrate, the two electric coil heaters (heating elements)
heat the internal compartments into which each basket is placed.
Because the baskets contain the first and second cooking volume, the
first and second heating elements are in thermal communication with the
first and second cooking volumes:

M

e
First Heating Element ’

First Internal
o Compartment

=D
."‘l ‘ ".

d \
.= \

: ’ Second Heating Element
—_—

Second Internal
Compartment

TR )

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
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5ZAeqFGVTKaqdBO)

45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcjMJISKEHIf vVHNub

(annotations added):

first heating elementin

First Heating Element

thermal communication
with first cooking volume

450°F for an

Second Heating Element

second heating element in
thermal communicationwith
second cookingvolume
e10

extra crispy finish.

e For example, the control

requires the user to press

Third, the heating elements of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer are
independently operable to independently cook food contained within the
first and second baskets (“cooking container[s]”), respectively.

time controls and displays for the first and second basket and

the baskets from being controlled independently:

o Ex. H at 9 (annotations added):

panel includes separate temperature and

a “Sync Baskets” button in order to prevent
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r — |
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\ asaTs ) \ FNS }
—
7 sart
stop )
I\ /
SYNC FINISH
Button
Programs
; Daskets wiath
| Oifferent
Running Uights cooking
luminate times and/or
when basket temperalures
" actively to findsh at the
coong same Ume
9

The Chefman Dual Air Fryer User Guide includes instructions on
how to “cook in one basket” and independently operate one heating
element to cook food in the cooking volume beneath it. Independent
control is the system’s “default mode,” and the system permits a user
to begin cooking on the second side with different time and

temperature settings.

o Ex. H at 12-13 (annotations added):
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HOW TO COOK IN ONE BASKET

Though the beauty of this air fryer is its double-basket capacity and sync functions, you can
easily cook in just one basket, which is the default mode. (The other basket can be removed

or
I
2.

12

left in the unit on standby)
Prepare for air fryer cooking as directed starting on p. 11

Set the time and temperature for basket & To set the temperature, press the TIME/TEMP
button until the temperature displays, then press the plus (+) or minus () sign. To set
the time, press the TIME/TEMP button until the time displays, and then press the plus

or minus sign. If cooking with a preset function, choose the icon that best represents
the food you're cooking and press the icon. This will set the preprogrammed time and
temperature. (See chart on p. 10 for details).

Press START.

During cooking. the SHAKE light on the control panel will turn on, and the air fryer will
beep as a reminder to shake (or flip) food. as necessary. (See chart starting on p. 16 for
more details on timing.) The light will turn off immediately when the basket is removed
and will go off automatically after about 10 seconds if the basket is not pulled out. (If
your food does not need to be shaken, flipped, or turned, simply ignore the warning.)

When the timer is done, the air fryer will turn off automatically. Remove the basket from
the unit. Check food for doneness, then carefully transfer the food to plates or a platter
and serve

NOTE: While the unit is cooking on one side, you can begin cooking in the other basket
at any time. (The Sync Baskets and Sync Finish functions will not be available, however.)
Simply press the other basket's button on the display and set the time and temperature
for that side. Do NOT press START. The running lights for that basket will come on to
show that it's cooking

Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:

https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpt-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO):
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CHEFMAN

Independent touchscreen
unctions for each basket.

e Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:
https://chefman.com/products/1j38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcj)MJSKEHIf
_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (“Introducing the Chefman
TurboFry Touch Dual Air Fryer, your key to enjoying double the
delicious, crispy meals! With two spacious 4.5-quart baskets, you
can effortlessly air fry meals for the whole family. Prepare two
different foods with different time and temperature settings
using the independent touchscreen control panels; air fry the main
course in one basket, and the side in the other! Enjoy crispy chicken,
fish, steak, and more with eight built-in cooking presets and an
adjustable temperature range of 200—400°F. A convenient LED
reminder alerts you to shake halfway through cooking time, and the
Sync Finish button ensures both baskets finish cooking
simultaneously. Cleanup is a breeze with dishwasher-safe
accessories and easy-to-clean nonstick baskets. Make mealtimes
easier with this sleek and versatile air fryer!”) (emphasis added).

1[d] The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a first fan and a
second fan disposed in said housing, said first fan being in fluid
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a first fan and a communication with said first cooking volume and said second fan being
second fan in fluid communication with said second cooking volume.

disposed in said
housing, said first | The *377 patent describes fans that “circulate air through the internal
fan being in fluid compartment[s].” The Chefman Dual Air Fryer contains the same

communication functionality. The Chefman Dual Air Fryer cooking system includes a
with said first fan in the housing above each electric coil heater that circulates air
cooking volume through the respective cooking volume underneath.

and said second
fan being in fluid | ® Ex. Hat 11 (“The air fryer’s high-speed fans cook your favorite

communication foods quickly.”) (emphasis added).
with said second
cooking volume. e The image below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer shows first and

second fans in the housing above the electric coil heaters. The fans
are in fluid communication with the first and second cooking
volumes when they circulate air through the cooking compartments
and their respective cooking volumes below:

First Internal
Compartment

e The images below of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer show the fans
above the internal compartments into which each basket is placed.
The fans are in fluid communication with the respective cooking
volumes contained within each basked such that each fan propels
heated air into the respective cooking volume:
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Propelled Air [IF

Location of
First Cooking

I, ’///%

' ey
\

Location of
Second Cooking

Volume l
VAR . ) AR

Chefman Website, Double Basket Air Fryer (9-Qt.) (Available at:

https://chefman.com/products/rj38-sqpf-
45tdb?srsltid=AfmBOorxi9JxUJiKEVHhuiltcjMJSKEHIf

_VVHNub5ZA eqFGVTKaqdBO) (annotations added):

|
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A LN
7
[ S
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o
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Q
=
a

First Cooking Second Cooking
Volume Volume

105. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the
’377 patent. Chefman’s use of the *377 patent has made its Dual Air Fryer product more
effective and able to heat food at two different temperatures simultaneously.

106.  SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s
infringement of the *377 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the *377 patent to directly
compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with DualZone™
Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-Qt DZ201 Series, the 6-in-1
10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1 6-Qt DZ090 Series.
Chefman’s infringement of the *377 patent has caused irreparable harm to SharkNinja and will

continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result, SharkNinja is entitled to injunctive relief pursuant
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to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is entitled to recover damages for Chefman’s infringement
under 35 U.S.C. § 284. The amount of damages will be proven at trial.

107. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the 377 patent at least as early
as August 29, 2024, when it received the Notice Letter from SharkNinja regarding its
infringement of the *377 patent.

108. Chefman was further put on notice of its infringement of the *377 patent at least
as early as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

109. Chefman’s continued infringement of the 377 patent after it has received notice
of the 377 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.

IX. COUNT VI: INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’669 PATENT

110.  SharkNinja incorporates by reference and realleges the allegations above.

111. U.S. Patent No. D986,669 (Exhibit F), entitled “Food Preparation Device,” was
duly and properly issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) on May
23, 2023.

112.  SharkNinja owns all rights, title, and interest in the 669 patent.

113.  The application for the *669 patent was filed on December 15, 2021 and claims
priority to an application filed on June 20, 2020.

114.  Chefman has infringed, and continues to infringe, the claim of the 669 patent in
violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by, among other things, making, using, offering to sell, and/or
selling within the United States, supplying or causing to be supplied in or from the United States,
and/or importing into the United States, without authority or license, the Chefman Dual Air Fryer
product.

115. The claim chart below details examples of Chefman’s infringement, using the

using the Chefman TurboFry® Touch Dual Air Fryer version of the Chefman Dual Air Fryer.
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U.S. Patent No. D986,669 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman
Dual Air Fryer

FIG. 2

FIG.3
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U.S. Patent No. D986,669 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman
Dual Air Fryer

FIG. 4

Sy

et

FIG.5
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U.S. Patent No. D986,669 Evidence of Infringement: Chefman
Dual Air Fryer
”.1'\\\\:};‘ ~ : .’ p ///"
FIG. 6
FIG. 7
116. On information and belief, Chefman has benefited from its infringement of the

’669 patent. Chefman’s use of the design of 669 patent has enhanced the ornamental

appearance of its Dual Air Fryer product.

117.

SharkNinja has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of Chefman’s

infringement of the *669 patent. Chefman has used the invention of the 669 patent to directly

compete with SharkNinja and its Ninja® Foodi® 2-Basket Air Fryer with DualZone™

Technology, including the 6-in-1 10-Qt DZ550 Series, the 6-in-1 8-Qt DZ201 Series, the 6-in-1

10-Qt DZ401 Series, the 4-in-1 8-Qt DZ100 Series, and the 5-in-1 6-Qt DZ090 Series.
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Chefman’s infringement of the *669 patent has caused irreparable harm to SharkNinja and will
continue to do so unless enjoined. As a result, SharkNinja is entitled to injunctive relief pursuant
to 35 U.S.C. § 283. SharkNinja also is entitled to recover damages for Chefman’s infringement
under 35 U.S.C. §§ 284 and 289, including an award of any and all profits received or derived by
Chefman from the manufacture, marketing, sale, offering for sale and/or distribution of products
or services bearing or using any copy or colorable limitation of the 669 patent. The amount of
damages will be proven at trial.

118. Chefman was put on notice of its infringement of the 669 patent at least as early
as August 29, 2024, when it received the Notice Letter from SharkNinja regarding its
infringement of the *669 patent.

119. Chefman was further put on notice of its infringement of the *669 patent at least
as early as the filing of the Complaint in this action.

120. Chefman’s continued infringement of the *669 patent after it has received notice
of the 669 patent and its infringement of the patent is intentional, knowing, and willful.

X. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, SharkNinja prays for relief, as follows:

a. A judgment that each of the Asserted SharkNinja Patents is valid and
enforceable.
b. A judgment that Chefman has infringed one or more claims of each of the

Asserted SharkNinja Patents.

c. A judgment awarding SharkNinja all damages adequate to compensate for
Chefman’s infringement of SharkNinja’s asserted patents, including all
prejudgment and post-judgment interest at the maximum rate permitted by

law.
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d. A preliminary and permanent injunction restraining Chefman, its officers,
agents, servants, employees, attorneys, and those persons acting in concert
with Chefman, from making, using, offering to sell, selling, distributing,
and/or importing the Chefman Products subject to the patent infringement
claims above.

e. A judgment that Chefman’s infringement of the Asserted SharkNinja
Patents has been willful.

f. A judgment that damages should be trebled pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284
because of Chefman’s willful infringement of the Asserted SharkNinja
Patents.

g. A judgment that this is an exceptional case and an award to SharkNinja of
its costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred in this action as provided
by 35 U.S.C. § 285; and

h. Such other relief as this Court deems just and proper.

XI. DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 38(b), SharkNinja hereby demands trial by

jury on all issues raised in this Complaint.
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By: s/Liza M. Walsh

Liza M. Walsh

Katelyn O’Reilly

Jessica K. Formichella

WALSH P12z1 O’REILLY FALANGA LLP
Three Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street, 15th Floor
Newark, New Jersey 07102-5310

(973) 757-1100

Attorneys for Plaintiffs SharkNinja
Operating LLC and SharkNinja Sales
Company
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LOCAL RULE 11.2 CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the matter in controversy is not the
subject of any other pending litigation in any court, administrative proceeding, or arbitration
proceeding, nor are there any non-parties known to Plaintiffs that should be joined to this action.

s/Liza M. Walsh
Liza M. Walsh

LOCAL RULE 201.1 CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above-captioned matter is not subject to compulsory arbitration
in that the Plaintiffs seek, inter alia, injunctive relief.

s/Liza M. Walsh
Liza M. Walsh
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