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HIGH PSRR, FAST SETTLE TIME VOLTAGE
REGULATOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a voltage regulator and
more particularly relates to a voltage regulator having a
high-speed feedback loop and a charge compensation
scheme for further reducing a settling time of the voltage
regulator.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A voltage regulator is a device that provides a regulated
voltage that remains substantially constant as load current
and supply voltage change. Typically, a voltage regulator
includes a large pass transistor to pass current into the load,
and the regulator is stabilized externally using a large
external capacitor, such as a 0.1 uF to 1 uF capacitor, and a
small on-chip metal resistance. However, the large external
capacitor increases the parts count, increases the cost of the
voltage regulator and dramatically reduces the regulator’s
bandwidth of operation.

Instead of using a large external capacitor, the voltage
regulator may be stabilized by connecting a Miller capacitor
from the gate of the large pass transistor to the drain of the
large pass transistor. While the Miller capacitor provides a
compact method of stabilizing the voltage regulator, it
passes high frequencies and therefore significantly reduces
the Power Supply Rejection Ratio (PSRR) of the regulator.
Further, the voltage regulator stabilized by the Miller capaci-
tor has a very low frequency response, approximately 10
KHz-100 KHz. Accordingly, in systems that operate above
100 KHz, the voltage regulator may require more than one
clock cycle to settle the regulated voltage to its desired value
each time the load current changes. Requiring more than one
clock cycle to settle the regulated voltage introduces errors
into systems where the regulator is used as a voltage
reference for signal processing blocks and is therefore
undesirable, especially in wireless communications environ-
ments. It should be noted that this technique also reduces the
regulator’s bandwidth of operation.

Thus, there remains a need for a voltage regulator that is
stabilized by an on-chip capacitor and that has both a fast
settling time and a high PSRR.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a voltage regulator includ-
ing a high-speed feedback loop operating to provide rapid
settling time and a large Power Supply Rejection Ratio
(PSRR). The high-speed feedback loop includes a reservoir
capacitor that stores charge based on a charging current. The
charge stored by the reservoir capacitor corresponds to a
regulated voltage provided by the voltage regulator. When
charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitor by a load, a dip
occurs in the regulated output voltage. The high-speed
feedback loop operates to restore the charge to the reservoir
capacitor, thereby restoring the regulated voltage to its
desired value. More specifically, when charge is drawn from
the reservoir capacitor, the high-speed feedback loop oper-
ates to rapidly increase the charging current, thereby rapidly
restoring charge to the reservoir capacitor.

The high-speed feedback loop includes a current mirror
having a current mirror gain ratio. The current mirror
operates based on a reference current that is inversely related
to the regulated output voltage. Accordingly, when there is
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a dip in the regulated output voltage, the reference current
increases. Based on the reference current and the current
mirror gain ratio, the current mirror operates to increase the
charging current and thereby restore the regulated output
voltage to its desired value. In one embodiment, the current
mirror gain ratio is greater than one such that an increase in
the reference current results in a larger increase in the
charging current, thereby providing rapid charging of the
reservoir capacitor.

In one embodiment, the voltage regulator is employed in
a system implementing a charge compensation scheme that
further reduces the settling time of the voltage regulator
caused by charge injection from a digital bit stream repre-
sentation of a signal. In general, the system includes the
voltage regulator, a digital signal interface, and a reconstruc-
tion filter. The digital signal interface receives a data bit
stream representation of a data signal and operates to re-time
the data signal to provide a low jitter digital signal. This low
jitter digital signal is used to cause the voltage regulator to
be sampled by the reconstruction filter in either an inverting
or noninverting manner based the value of the digital signal.
The reconstruction filter operates as an interface between the
digital and the analog domains. More particularly, the recon-
struction filter samples the regulator during a sampling
period and thereafter processes and filters the sampled
regulator charge based on the digital signal to provide an
analog output signal.

To implement the charge compensation scheme, the sys-
tem also includes sampling charge compensation circuitry
and data acquisition charge compensation circuitry. The
sampling charge compensation circuitry operates restore
charge to a reservoir capacitor in the voltage regulator as
charge is being taken from the reservoir capacitor by the
reconstruction filter during the sampling phase. The data
acquisition charge compensation circuitry operates to restore
charge to the reservoir capacitor as charge is being taken
from the reservoir capacitor by the data interface when the
digital signal transitions between a first logic state and a
second logic state. Thus, the charge compensation scheme
provides charge compensation to the reservoir capacitor
during the sampling phase of the reconstruction filter and at
the moment the digital signal transitions between the first
logic state and the second logic state.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate the scope of the
present invention and realize additional aspects thereof after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments in association with the accompanying drawing
figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The accompanying drawing figures incorporated in and
forming a part of this specification illustrate several aspects
of the invention, and together with the description serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a voltage regulator having a high-speed
feedback loop according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a system implementing the voltage
regulator of FIG. 1 according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a more detailed illustration of the data interface
of FIG. 2 according to one embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIG. 4 is a detailed schematic of the sampling phase
charge compensation circuitry of FIG. 3 according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a detailed schematic of the data acquisition
charge compensation circuitry of FIG. 3 according to one
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 6A—6D illustrate the positive effect of the high-
speed voltage regulator and the charge compensation
scheme of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments set forth below represent the necessary
information to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
invention and illustrate the best mode of practicing the
invention. Upon reading the following description in light of
the accompanying drawing figures, those skilled in the art
will understand the concepts of the invention and will
recognize applications of these concepts not particularly
addressed herein. It should be understood that these con-
cepts and applications fall within the scope of the disclosure
and the accompanying claims.

FIG. 1 illustrates a voltage regulator 10 having a large
power supply rejection ratio (PSRR) and a fast settling time
according to one embodiment of the present invention. The
voltage regulator 10 includes high-speed feedback loop 12
voltage bias circuitry 14, and current bias circuitry 16. The
high-speed feedback loop 12 includes an output transistor
18, which is configured in a folded cascode arrangement,
and a reservoir capacitor 20 coupled to the output of the
output transistor 18. The output transistor 18 provides a
regulated voltage (Vzs) across the reservoir capacitor 20.
The reservoir capacitor 20 creates a dominant compensation
pole of the voltage regulator 10. As discussed below in
detail, charge is stored in the reservoir capacitor 20 by a
current I1 such that the regulated voltage (Vzzs) remains
substantially constant as the load is varied. The high-speed
feedback loop 12 also includes a current mirror 22, cascode
transistor 24, and a current source 26. The illustrated
embodiment of the current mirror 22 includes transistors 28
and 30 arranged as shown. As illustrated, the current sources
26 and the cascade transistor 24 are each NMOS transistors.
However, the current source 26 and the cascode transistor 24
may be implemented in numerous ways as will be apparent
to one of ordinary skill in the art.

When no charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitor 20
by an external circuit connected to the regulated voltage
(Vzze), the output transistor 18 draws a current 12 based on
a DC bias and the charge stored across the reservoir capaci-
tor 20, which corresponds to the regulated voltage (Vzzs)-
The transistor 28 in the current mirror 22 sinks a current 13,
and the transistor 30 in the current mirror 22 provides a
current 14, where the current 14 is defined as the current 13
multiplied by a current mirror gain ratio (M). The current
mirror gain ratio (M) may be any number greater than zero.
However, in one embodiment, the current mirror gain ratio
(M) is greater than one. When no charge is drawn from the
reservoir capacitor 20, the current 14 is essentially equal to
the current 12 such that the current I1 is essentially zero and
the charge on the reservoir capacitor 20 remains constant.

When charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitor 20,
there is a dip in the regulated voltage (Vzzs). The instan-
taneous effect of this voltage dip is to reduce a voltage from
the gate to the source of the output transistor 18, thereby
reducing the current 12. The current sources 26 is biased to
produce a current 15, where the current 15 is a constant

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

current. Thus, the reduction in the current 12 causes an
instantaneous increase in the current I3 such that the sum of
the currents 12 and I3 is essentially equal to the constant
current I5. In response to the increase in the current 13, the
current mirror 22 operates to increase the current 14. The
increase in the current 14 is essentially equal to the increase
in the current I3 multiplied by the current mirror gain ratio
(M). By increasing the current 14, the current 14 becomes
larger than the current 12. Accordingly, the current I1
increases and is essentially equal to 14-12. The current 11
builds charge in the reservoir capacitor 20. As the charge in
the reservoir capacitor 20 increases, the current 12 increases,
thereby causing a decrease in the currents 13, 14, and I1.
Once the current 12 has increased to a point where the
current 12 is essentially equal to the current 14, the reservoir
capacitor 20 is charged to a point where the regulated
voltage (Vzze) 1s restored to its desired value. It should be
noted that the desired value of the regulated voltage (Vzzs)
is constant such that the regulated voltage (V) is always
restored to the same voltage. The time between the initial
discharging of the reservoir capacitor 20 and the restoration
of the regulated voltage (V) to its desired value is called
the “settling time” of the voltage regulator 10. It should be
noted that the settling time and bandwidth of the voltage
regulator 10 depends on the current mirror gain ratio (M),
the capacitance of the reservoir capacitor 20, and the
transconductance (gm) of the output transistor 18. Accord-
ingly, the capacitance of the reservoir capacitor 20 the
current mirror gain ratio (M) and the gm of output transistor
18 are selected to provide the desired bandwidth and settling
time. In one embodiment, the reservoir capacitor 20 is a 10
pF capacitor and the voltage regulator 10 settles to within 1
mV of the desired regulated voltage (V) within 3 ns.
As an example, if the current source 26 is biased such that
15 is 500 pA and the current mirror gain ratio (M) is 1.5, then
the currents 12 and 14 are essentially equal to 300 pA and the
current I3 is essentially equal to 200 uA when no charge is
being drawn from the reservoir capacitor 20. Each time
charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitor 20 by a load
(not shown) connected to the regulated voltage (Vg ), a dip
in the regulated voltage (Vzzs) occurs. The dip in the
regulated voltage (Vzs) causes an instantaneous reduction
in the current 12 proportional to the transconductance (gm)
of the output transistor 18. For example, the current 12 may
be reduced to 200 pA. In order to provide the 500 pA current
15, the current I3 increases to 300 pA. As a result of the
increase in the current 13 and the current mirror gain ratio of
1.5, the current 14 increases to 450 pA. Since the current 12
and 14 are no longer equal, the current 11 is no longer zero
and is 250 pA (450 pA-200 pA). The current I1 builds
charge in the reservoir capacitor 20, thereby increasing the
regulated voltage (Vzzs). As the charge in the reservoir
capacitor 20 increases, the current 12 also increases, thereby
decreasing 13, 14, and I1. Once the current 12 has increased
back to 300 pA, the current 14 is also 300 pA, and the
regulated voltage (V) is restored to its desired value.
The high-speed feedback loop 12 also includes a bypass
capacitor 32 and compensation capacitor 34. The bypass
capacitor 32 bypasses the gate of cascode transistor 24. The
pole created by the bypass capacitor 32 is not part of the
high-speed loop 12. Rather, the bypass capacitor 32
improves high frequency PSRR of the voltage regulator 10.
The compensation capacitor 34 compensates the voltage
bias circuitry 14 and helps isolate the high speed loop 12
from the slower voltage bias circuitry 14.
The voltage regulator 10 also includes the voltage bias
circuitry 14. The voltage bias circuitry 14 operates to
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generate the DC bias from a stable bandgap voltage (V)
and to provide DC bias for the output transistor 18. The
illustrated embodiment of the voltage bias circuitry 14
includes an operational amplifier 36, a feedback resistor 38,
an input resistor 40, an output matching transistor 41, a
current source transistor 42, and a diode connected transistor
43. Operational amplifier 36 is in a non-inverting mode and
provides a closed loop gain equal to 1+R/R;,. Thus, the
values R, and R,,; can be selected such that the bandgap
voltage (Vz) is amplified to provide the desired regulator
output voltage (Vzzg). For example, if the desired regulator
output voltage (Vzzz) is 2.5 V and the bandgap voltage is
1.215 V, the values R, and R, can be selected to provide a
gain of 1.0575. The matching output transistor 41 is a
smaller version of the output transistor 18 and is biased by
the current source 42 to have the same current density and
thus the same gate to source voltage (Vss) as output
transistor 18. The matching of the transistor 41 to the output
transistor 18 produces a DC bias output such that the V ;¢ of
the output transistor 18 will add to the DC bias voltage to
replicate the desired regulator output voltage (Vzzs). The
feedback resistor 38 is bypassed by a capacitor 44. The value
of the capacitor 44 is selected to create a zero at a frequency
that offsets a pole created by the feedback resistor 38 and the
input capacitance of the operational amplifier 36. As dis-
cussed above, the high-speed feedback loop 12 includes the
compensation capacitor 34 that compensates the operational
amplifier 36. Further, the voltage bias circuitry 14 includes
a resistor 46 in series with the output of the operational
amplifier 36, wherein the resistor 46 is a zero nulling
resistor. It should also be noted that the output transistor 18
of the high-speed feedback loop 12 is not in the feedback
loop of the operational amplifier 36. Instead, the matching
transistor 41 in conjunction with the operational amplifier 36
generates the DC bias voltage for the output transistor 18.
Accordingly, the bandwidth of the high-speed feedback loop
12 can be set by the designer and is not limited to the unity
gain bandwidth of the operational amplifier 36.

The voltage regulator 10 also includes the current bias
circuitry 16. The current bias circuitry 16 operates to provide
the bias voltages to the current source 26 and the cascode
transistor 24 based on a bias input signal (I, ). In addition,
the current bias circuitry 16 may also operate based on the
enable signal (EN) to either activate or deactivate the
high-speed feedback loop 12 based on the enable signal
(EN). In general, the current bias circuitry 16 operates to
bias the current source 26 and the cascade transistor 24 such
that they remain in saturation. There are numerous ways to
implement the current bias circuitry 16 which will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art, and the exact
details of the current bias circuitry 16 will depend upon the
particular implementation.

FIG. 2 illustrates a system 48 wherein the voltage regu-
lator 10 of FIG. 1 is implemented to provide the regulated
voltage to a delta-sigma digital-to-analog (D/A) converter
50. The delta-sigma D/ A converter 50 includes a delta-sigma
modulator 52, a data interface 54, and a reconstruction filter
56. The delta-sigma modulator 52 provides the data signal
(DATA) based on a digital input signal (DIGITAL INPUT
SIGNAL). The delta-sigma modulator 52 may be part of a
digital controller (not shown) or any other digital circuitry
depending on the particular implementation. As illustrated,
the regulated voltage (V) from the voltage regulator 10
is provided to the data interface 54. The data interface 54
receives non-overlapping clock signals ¢1 and ¢2 and oper-
ates to re-time the data signal (DATA) from the delta-sigma
modulator 52 as well as to switch SIGNAL , and SIGNAL,
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differentially between the regulator voltage from 10 and the
regulator ground. The switching of SIGNAL, and SIG-
NAL,; is determined by the value of the incoming data signal
(DATA) with the effect of either providing plus or minus the
regulator voltage (Vyzzs) differentially through SIGNAL,
and SIGNAL; to the reconstruction filter 56. The recon-
struction filter 56 receives the differential signal (SIGNAL
and SIGNAL;) from the data interface 54 and operates to
filter the differential signal (SIGNAL, and SIGNAL,) to
provide a differential analog output signal (OUTPUT,,
OUTPUTY}). The reconstruction filter 56 may be a switched
capacitor filter, a continuous-time filter, or a RC-based filter.

Thus, the reconstruction filter 56 acts as an interface
between the digital and analog domains. In one embodiment,
the reconstruction filter 56 is a partially a discrete-time
switched-capacitor reconstruction filter, which is much more
immune to clock jitter than a continuous time reconstruction
filter. However, any reconstruction filter 56 is very sensitive
to data dependent voltage regulator amplitude variation,
often referred to as data dependent regulator amplitude
modulation (AM). For example, in one embodiment, a data
dependent voltage regulator AM in the region of 1 mVpp can
create a degraded noise floor of about 90-95 dBc at the
reconstruction filter output. Accordingly, in this embodi-
ment, the reconstruction filter 56 is sensitive to variations in
the amplitude, or magnitude, of the regulated voltage (Vzzs)
at the time it is sampled.

In operation, the reconstruction filter 56 receives the
non-overlapping clock signals ¢1 and ¢2, and operates to
sample the voltage regulated differential signal (signal , and
signal,) during ¢1 and to process the sampled signal during
¢2. Each time the reconstruction filter 56 samples the
differential signal (signal, and signaly) during ¢1, switches
are closed in the reconstruction filter 56 and charge is drawn
from the data interface 54, which results in discharging of
the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1). As discussed above,
discharging of the reservoir capacitor 20 causes a dip in the
regulated voltage (Vzzs)- The voltage regulator 10 operates
to restore the regulated voltage (Vzz) to its desired value.
Further, the settling time of the voltage regulator 10 is such
that the regulated voltage (V) is restored to its desired
value prior to the end of ¢1. In one embodiment, the settling
time of the voltage regulator 10 is such that the regulated
voltage (Vzz¢) is restored to its desired value within the first
half of ¢1. By restoring the regulated voltage (Vzzc) to its
desired value prior to the end of ¢1, any variations in the
differential signal (signal , and signal) that would have been
caused by variations in the regulated voltage (V) during
¢1 are avoided. In doing so, noise in differential output
signal (OUTPUT , and OUTPUT}) resulting from variations
in the regulated voltage (Vzzs) during ¢1 is also avoided.

However, when considering silicon process variations, the
settling time of the voltage regulator 10 may be prolonged.
In some situations, the settling time may be prolonged such
that it approaches the end of the half clock cycle of ¢p1. Thus,
according to another embodiment of the present invention,
the data interface 54 further provides a charge compensation
scheme that assists the voltage regulator 10 in restoring
charge to the reservoir capacitor 20, thereby further reducing
the settling time of the voltage regulator 10.

Before discussing the charge compensation scheme, it
may be beneficial to discuss two sources of voltage regulator
AM. First, in the delta-sigma D/A converter 50, the data
signal (DATA) switches only between logic 0 and logic 1.
However, the data signal (DATA) does not always change
each clock cycle. The Delta Sigma Modulator 52 changes
the data signal (DATA) in a random or noise like manner
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with the low frequency average of the states proportional to
the digital input signal (DIGITAL INPUT SIGNAL). When
the data signal (DATA) changes states, a large amount of
charge is either drawn or sunk from the reservoir capacitor
20 (FIG. 1) by the data interface 54, thereby causing a
corresponding voltage drop in the regulated voltage (Vzzz)-
It should be noted that the data signal (DATA) may change
states during any ¢2 time. Thus, in order to further reduce
the settling time of the voltage regulator 10, the charge
compensation scheme of the present invention provides data
dependent charge compensation at the moment the data
changes, as discussed below in detail.

A second possible source of voltage regulator AM is the
sampling operation of the reconstruction filter 56 during ¢1
of the clock. The switched-capacitor reconstruction filter 56
samples differential signal (signal ,, signaly) during ¢1 of the
clock. It is at the end of this part of the clock that noise and
voltage reference AM on the signal must be kept to a
minimum. During ¢1 of the clock, charge is transferred from
the data interface 54 to a sampling network (not shown) of
the reconstruction filter 56. This charge will be drawn or
sunk from the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1), which will
create a corresponding sag or other perturbation in the
regulated voltage (V). The present invention operates to
minimize this glitch so that the regulated voltage (Vzzs)
rapidly returns to either its designed voltage. The voltage
regulator 10 operates to restore the charge. However, if this
charge is not restored rapidly, the differential signal (signal ,
signaly) will still be changing when the sampling time ends.
As a result, variations in the regulated voltage (Vzzs) will
be seen by the reconstruction filter 56 and the AM modu-
lation of the noise shaped data signal from the delta-sigma
modulator 52 will fold out of band noise and spurs into the
pass band of the reconstruction filter 56 thus degrading
performance. In one embodiment, it is desirable for the
regulated voltage (Vzzs) to settle within half of the ¢1
operating clock period to avoid this error.

Accordingly, the data interface 54 employs a charge
compensation scheme of the present invention for restoring
charge to the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1) during data
acquisition and during ¢1, which is the sampling period of
the reconstruction filter 56.

FIG. 3 is a detailed block diagram of one embodiment of
the data interface 54. As illustrated, the data interface 54
includes input interface circuitry 58, output interface cir-
cuitry 60, sampling charge compensation circuitry 62, and
data charge compensation circuitry 64. In general, the input
interface circuitry 58 receives the data signal (DATA),
re-times the data input signal (DATA), and provides the
differential data signal (DATA ,, DATA). The output inter-
face circuitry 60 includes data buffers and switches to
generate differential signal (signal ;, signaly) for interfacing
the data interface 54 to the reconstruction filter 56.

The sampling phase charge compensation circuitry 62
operates to provide charge compensation during the sam-
pling phase of the reconstruction filter 56, which is when the
clock signal ¢1 is asserted. More specifically, the sampling
phase charge compensation circuitry 62 operates to assist the
voltage regulator 10 (FIG. 1) in restoring charge to the
reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1) as charge is drawn from the
reservoir capacitor 20 by the sampling circuitry in the
reconstruction filter 56. It should also be noted, that in this
embodiment, the sampling phase charge compensation cir-
cuitry 62 provides replenishing charge to the reservoir
capacitor 20 by charging a compensation capacitor from the
supply voltage (V) when the clock signal ¢1 is not
asserted and then discharging the compensation capacitor
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during the subsequent ¢1 onto the voltage regulator output
to help compensate for charge sampled by the reconstruction
filter 56. In one embodiment, the supply voltage (V) is
from a regulator other than the voltage regulator 10 and is
not sampled by the reconstruction filter 56. Thus, the regu-
lated voltage (Vzz) that is sampled by the reconstruction
filter 56 is not corrupted by voltage drops in the supply
voltage (V) associated with the operation of the sampling
phase charge compensation circuitry 62.

The data acquisition charge compensation circuitry 64
operates to provide replenishing charge to the reservoir
capacitor 20 (FIG. 1) when the differential data signal
(DATA ,, DATAj) changes states. As discussed above, when
the differential data signal (DATA ,, DATA ) changes states,
charge is drawn from the regulated voltage (V) and thus
the reservoir capacitor 20. Thus, during data acquisition in
¢2, the data acquisition charge compensation circuitry 64
operates to assist the voltage regulator 10 in restoring charge
to the reservoir capacitor 20 and thereby return the regulated
voltage (Vzze) to its desired value during ¢2.

Similarly to the sampling phase charge compensation
circuitry 62, the data acquisition charge compensation cir-
cuitry 64 provides replenishing charge to the reservoir
capacitor 20 from the supply voltage (V). In one embodi-
ment, the supply voltage (V) is from a regulator other
than the voltage regulator 10 and that is not sampled by the
reconstruction filter 56. Thus, the regulated voltage (Vzzs)
that is sampled by the reconstruction filter 56 is not cor-
rupted by voltage drops in the supply voltage (V) asso-
ciated with the operation of the data acquisition charge
compensation circuitry 64.

FIG. 4 is a detailed schematic of one embodiment of the
sampling phase charge compensation circuitry 62. In gen-
eral, the sampling phase charge compensation circuitry 62
includes a non-overlapping gate drive inverter, a charge
compensation capacitor 66, and charge redistribution
switches 88 and 92. The non-overlapping gate drive inverter
includes logic gates 6884 and transistors 86,90. It should be
noted that, in this embodiment, the non-overlapping clock
signal ¢1 and ¢2 are each differential signals.

In operation, the NOR gate 68 receives the positive
component (¢p1,) of the clock signal ¢1 and the negative
component ($2,,) of the clock signal $2. When either ¢1, or
$2,, is logic 1, or “high,” the logic gates 68—84 operate to
turn on the transistors 86 and 88 and turn off the transistor
90 and 92 such that replenishing charge is supplied from the
compensation capacitor 66 to the regulated voltage (Vzzz)
and thus the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1). When both ¢1,
and ¢2,, are logic 0, or “low,” the logic gates 68—84 operate
to turn transistors 90 and 92 on and transistor 86 and 88 off
such that charge is supplied to the compensation capacitor
66 from the supply voltage (V). Accordingly, the sam-
pling phase charge compensation circuitry 62 couples the
compensation capacitor 66 to the regulated voltage (Vzzz)
and thus the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1) during the
sampling phase of the reconstruction filter 56. When the
reconstruction filter 56 is not in the sampling phase ¢1, the
sampling phase charge compensation circuitry 62 couples
the compensation capacitor 66 to the supply voltage (V1)
such that charge is restored to the compensation capacitor
66.

The transistors 86 and 88 and the compensation capacitor
66 are sized such that they duplicate an RC time constant of
the sampling circuit of the reconstruction filter 56. Further,
the transistors 86, 88, and 92 are made of essentially the
same material as sampling switches in the sampling circuitry
of the reconstruction filter 56 and are sized such that their
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gate-source capacitance (C,,) is identical to the correspond-
ing device in the sampling circuit. Additionally, the com-
pensation capacitor 66 is sized such that it can replenish
essentially the same amount of charge to the reservoir
capacitor 20 of the voltage regulator 10 as that taken from
the reservoir capacitor 20 by the sampling circuit during the
sample phase ¢1. It should also be noted that in this
embodiment the bulk terminals of the transistors 86, 88, and
92 are tied to the supply voltage (V) such that glitches
caused by the charging and discharging of bulk-drain, bulk-
gate and bulk-source capacitance are seen on the supply
voltage (V) rather than the regulated voltage (Vzzg)-

It should be noted that the non-overlapped gate drive is
essentially a “break-before-make” switch which shuts off the
transistors 86 and 88 before turning on the transistor 90 and
92, thereby practically removing all shoot though currents.
The amount of delay between shutting off the transistors 86
and 88 and turning on the transistor 90 and 92 is determined
by the number of inverters 7478 and 80-84. It should also
be noted that traditional inverters could alternatively be used
instead of non-overlapping switches 86 and 90. However,
traditional inverters will create high shoot-through currents
each time the output of the NOR gate 68 switches logic
states.

FIG. 5 is a detailed schematic of one embodiment of the
data acquisition charge compensation circuitry 64. The data
acquisition charge compensation circuitry 64 is similar to
the sampling phase charge compensation circuitry 62
described above. However, the data acquisition charge com-
pensation circuitry 64 operates based on the differential data
signal (DATA ,, DATA ) rather than the clock signals $1 and
¢2. Further, the data acquisition charge compensation cir-
cuitry 64 includes first circuitry 94 for supplying charge
compensation based on the positive component (DATA ) of
the differential data signal (DATA ,, DATA), and second
circuitry 96 for supplying charge compensation based on the
negative component (DATA ) of the differential data signal
(DATA ,, DATA). Each of the first and second circuitries 94
and 96 include a non-overlapping gate drive inverter and a
charge compensation capacitor 98.

In the first circuitry 94, the non-overlapping gate drive
inverter includes logic gates 100A—114A and transistors
116A and 120A. In operation, when the positive component
(DATA ) transitions from logic 1 to logic 0, or from “high”
to “low,” the logic gates 100A-114A operate to turn the
transistors 116A and 118A on and the transistor 120A and
122A off such that replenishing charge is supplied from the
compensation capacitor 98A to the regulated voltage (Vzzc)
and thus the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1). When the
positive component (DATA ) transitions from back to logic
1 from logic 0, the logic gates 100A—114A operate to turn
the transistors 120A and 122A on and the transistor 116A
and 118A off such that charge compensation stops and
charge is supplied to the compensation capacitor 98A from
the supply voltage (V).

Similarly, in the second circuitry 96, the non-overlapping
gate drive inverter includes logic gates 100B—114B and
transistors 116B and 120B. In operation, when the negative
component (DATA ;) transitions from logic 1 to logic O, or
from “high” to “low,” the logic gates 100B-114B operate to
turn the transistors 116B and 118B on and the transistor
120B and 122B off such that replenishing charge is supplied
from the compensation capacitor 98B to the regulated volt-
age (Vyzzs) and thus the reservoir capacitor 20 (FIG. 1).
When the negative component (DATA) transitions from
back to logic 1 from logic 0, the logic gates 10B-114B
operate to turn the transistors 120B and 122B on and the
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transistor 116B and 118B off such that charge compensation
stops and charge is supplied to the compensation capacitor
98B from the supply voltage (Vp).

Thus, the combined effect of the first circuitry 94 and the
second circuitry 96 is to provide charge compensation at the
moment the differential signal (DATA ,, DATA ;) transitions
between the logic states. More specifically, by providing
circuits 94 and 96 the data-based charge compensation
occurs on both the rising and falling edges of the input data.

In both the first circuitry 94 and the second circuitry 96,
the transistors 116, 118 and the compensation capacitor 98
are sized such that a resultant RC time constant matches an
RC time constant of the charge drawn from the reservoir
capacitor 20 of the voltage regulator 10 (FIG. 1) during data
transitions. Further, the charge compensation capacitor 98 is
sized to match a total gate capacitance of the data interface
54. Also, in this embodiment, the bulk terminals of the
transistor 116, 118, and 122 are tied to the supply voltage
(Vpp) rather than to the regulated voltage (Vzzg)-

It should be noted that in both the first circuitry 94 and the
second circuitry 96 the non-overlapped gate drives are
essentially “break-before-make” switches which shut off the
transistors 116 and 118 before turning on the transistor 120
and 122, thereby practically removing all shoot though
currents. It should also be noted that traditional inverters
could alternatively be used. However, traditional inverters
will create high shoot-through currents each time the com-
ponent (DATA , or DATAj) switches logic state.

FIGS. 6A—6D illustrate the positive effect of the high-
speed voltage regulator 10 and the charge compensation
scheme of the present invention. In FIG. 6D, line 124
illustrates the regulated voltage (Vzs) without the charge
compensation scheme, and line 126 illustrates the regulated
voltage (Vzzs) with the charge compensation scheme. As
shown by line 124, without the charge compensation
scheme, the regulated voltage (V) settles by the time the
¢1 clock is approximately ¥ of the way through its half
cycle. This may be sufficient for removing reference voltage
AM. However, when considering silicon process variations,
the settle time may be prolonged such that the settling time
may approach the end of the half clock cycle of ¢1, thereby
decreasing the performance of the system 48 (FIG. 2). In
contrast, with the charge compensation scheme, the regu-
lated voltage (Vzzs) (line 126) settles to its desired value
much faster than when the charge compensation scheme is
not employed. In this example, with the charge compensa-
tion scheme, the regulated voltage (Vzz;) settles to its
desired value in less than 1.9 ns.

Those skilled in the art will recognize improvements and
modifications to the preferred embodiments of the present
invention. All such improvements and modifications are
considered within the scope of the concepts disclosed herein
and the claims that follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A voltage regulator comprising:

a reservoir capacitance adapted to store charge corre-
sponding to a regulated output voltage, wherein the
charge stored by the reservoir capacitance is controlled
by a first current;

first circuitry adapted to provide a second current based
on the charge stored by the reservoir capacitance;

second circuitry adapted to receive the second current and
generate a third current that is inversely related to the
second current; and

a current mirror adapted to provide a fourth current based
on the third current and a current mirror gain ratio;
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the first circuitry further adapted to provide the first
current based on the fourth current such that the charge
stored by the reservoir capacitance increases when the
fourth current increases.

2. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein the first
current is related to a difference between the fourth current
and the second current.

3. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein the first
current is substantially equal to a difference between the
fourth current and the second current.

4. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein the first
circuitry comprises an output transistor having an input
terminal adapted to receive a bias voltage, a second terminal
coupled to the reservoir capacitance and adapted to sink the
second current based on the charge stored by the reservoir
capacitance and the bias voltage, and a third terminal
adapted to provide the second current.

5. The voltage regulator of claim 4 wherein the current
mirror provides the fourth current to the second terminal of
the output transistor and the first current is provided to the
reservoir capacitance from the second terminal of the output
transistor based on a difference between the fourth current
and the second current.

6. The voltage regulator of claim 4 when a portion of the
charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitance by a load, a
voltage differential between the first and second terminals of
the output transistor decreases and the output transistor
operates to reduce the second current based on the reduced
voltage differential, thereby increasing the first current and
restoring the portion of the charge to the reservoir capaci-
tance.

7. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein the second
circuitry comprises:

a first current source adapted to sink a fifth current,

wherein the fifth current is a constant current; and

a second current source adapted to sink the third current

from the current mirror based on the second current
such that a sum of the second current and the third
current is essentially equal to the constant current.

8. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein when a
portion of the charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitance
by a load, the first circuitry operates to reduce the second
current.

9. The voltage regulator of claim 8 wherein when the
second current decreases, the second circuitry operates to
increase the third current such that the sum of the second and
third currents is essentially equal to a constant current.

10. The voltage regulator of claim 9 wherein when the
third current increases, the current mirror further operates to
increase the fourth current to reflect the increase in the third
current.

11. The voltage regulator of claim 10 wherein the fourth
current is defined as the third current multiplied by the
current mirror gain ratio.

12. The voltage regulator of claim 1 wherein the reservoir
capacitance, first circuitry, second circuitry, and the current
mirror are fabricated on a single semiconductor die.

13. The voltage regulator of claim 4 further comprising
voltage bias circuitry adapted to receive a stable reference
voltage and provide the DC bias to the output transistor.

14. The voltage regulator of claim 13 wherein the voltage
bias circuitry comprises an amplifier adapted to amplify the
stable reference voltage to provide the DC bias.

15. The voltage regulator of claim 14 wherein the voltage
bias circuitry further comprises an output matching transis-
tor in a feedback loop of the amplifier, wherein the output
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matching transistor compensates for a differential voltage
between the first and second terminals of the output tran-
sistor.

16. A method for regulating an output voltage of a voltage
regulator comprising:

storing charge in a reservoir capacitance corresponding to
a regulated output voltage, wherein the charge stored is
controlled by a first current;

providing a second current based on the charge stored by
the reservoir capacitance;

generating a third current that is inversely related to the
second current;

providing a fourth current based on the third current and
a gain ratio; and

providing the first current based on the fourth current such
that the charge stored by the reservoir capacitance
increases when the fourth current increases.

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the first current is
substantially equal to a difference between the fourth current
and the second current.

18. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of generating
the third current comprises:

generating a fifth current, wherein the fifth current is a
constant current; and

generating the third current based on the second current
such that a sum of the second current and the third
current is essentially equal to the constant current.

19. The method of claim 16 wherein when a portion of the
charge is drawn from reservoir capacitance by a load, the
step of providing the second current further comprises
reducing the second current to reflect the portion of the
charge drawn from the reservoir capacitance.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein when the second
current decreases, the step of generating the third current
comprises increasing the third current such that the sum of
the second and third currents is essentially equal to the
constant current.

21. The method of claim 20 wherein when the third
current increases, the step of providing the fourth current
comprises increasing the fourth current to reflect the
increase in the third current.

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the fourth current is
defined as the third current multiplied by the gain ratio.

23. The method of claim 16 further comprising providing
a DC bias based on a stable reference voltage, wherein the
step of providing the second current is further based on the
DC bias.

24. The method of claim 23 wherein the step of providing
the DC bias comprises amplifying the stable reference
voltage to provide the DC bias.

25. A system comprising:

avoltage regulator comprising a reservoir capacitance and
adapted to control charge stored by the reservoir
capacitance such that the charge corresponds to a
regulated output voltage;

a reconstruction filter adapted to receive a digital signal
from a data interface, sample the regulated output
voltage based on the digital signal during a sampling
phase of the reconstruction filter to generate a sampling
signal, and provide an output signal based on the
sampling signal;

first charge compensation circuitry adapted to supply
charge to the reservoir capacitance during the sampling
phase of the reconstruction filter; and
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second charge compensation circuitry adapted to supply
charge to the reservoir capacitance when the digital
signal transitions between a first logic state and a
second logic state.

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the first charge
compensation circuitry comprises:

a compensation capacitor adapted to store charge pro-

vided by a supply voltage; and

circuitry adapted to couple the compensation capacitor to

the reservoir capacitance during the sampling phase of
the reconstruction filter, thereby providing the charge
stored by the compensation capacitor to the reservoir
capacitance.

27. The system of claim 26 wherein the reconstruction
filter and the first compensation circuitry are further adapted
to receive a first and second non-overlapping clock signal
and the sampling phase of the reconstruction filter is when
the first non-overlapping clock signal is asserted.

28. The system of claim 27 wherein the circuitry is further
adapted to couple the compensation capacitor to the supply
voltage when the first non-overlapping clock signal is not
asserted such that charge is supplied from the supply voltage
to the compensation capacitor.

29. The system of claim 26 wherein the compensation
capacitor is sized such that the compensation capacitor
provides essentially the same amount of charge to the
reservoir capacitance as taken from the reservoir capacitance
by the reconstruction filter during the sampling phase.

30. The system of claim 26 the second charge compen-
sation circuitry comprises:

a second compensation capacitor adapted to store charge

provided by the supply voltage;

a third compensation capacitor adapted to store charge

provided by the supply voltage;

second circuitry adapted to couple the second compensa-

tion capacitor to the reservoir capacitance when the
digital signal transitions from the first logic state to the
second logic state, thereby providing the charge stored
by the second compensation capacitor to the reservoir
capacitance; and

third circuitry adapted to couple the third compensation

capacitor to the reservoir capacitance when the digital
signal transitions from the second logic state to the first
logic state, thereby providing the charge stored by the
third compensation capacitor to the reservoir capaci-
tance.

31. The system of claim 30 wherein the digital signal is a
differential signal having a first differential component and
a second differential component and the second circuitry
operates based on the first differential component and the
third circuitry operates based on the second differential
component.

32. The system of claim 30 wherein the second circuitry
is further adapted to couple the second compensation capaci-
tor to the supply voltage when the digital signal transitions
from the second logic state to the first logic state and the
third circuitry is further adapted to couple the third com-
pensation capacitor to the supply voltage when the digital
signal transitions from the first logic state to the second logic
state.

33. The system of claim 30 wherein the second compen-
sation capacitor is sized such that the second compensation
capacitor provides essentially the same amount of charge to
the reservoir capacitance as taken from the reservoir capaci-
tance by the data interface when the data signal transitions
from the first logic state to the second logic state.
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34. The system of claim 33 wherein the third compensa-
tion capacitor is sized such that the third compensation
capacitor provides essentially the same amount of charge to
the reservoir capacitance as taken from the reservoir capaci-
tance by the data interface when the data signal transitions
from the second logic state to the first logic state.
35. The system of claim 34 wherein the second and third
compensation capacitors are further sized to essentially
match a gate capacitance of the data interface.
36. The system of claim 32 further comprising a second
voltage regulator adapted to provide the supply voltage such
that the regulated output voltage is isolated from voltage
drops in the supply voltage due to operation of the first and
second charge compensation circuitries.
37. The system of claim 25 wherein the first charge
compensation circuitry has an RC time constant that is
essentially the same as an RC time constant of sampling
circuitry in the reconstruction filter.
38. The system of claim 25 wherein the voltage regulator
wherein the charge stored by the reservoir capacitance is
controlled by a first current and the voltage regulator further
comprises:
first circuitry adapted to provide a second current based
on the charge stored by the reservoir capacitance;

second circuitry adapted to receive the second current and
generate a third current that is inversely related to the
second current; and
a current mirror adapted to provide a fourth current based
on the third current and a current mirror gain ratio;

the first circuitry further adapted to provide the first
current based on the fourth current such that the charge
stored by the reservoir capacitance increases when the
fourth current increases.

39. The system of claim 38 wherein the first current is
related to a difference between the fourth current and the
second current.

40. The system of claim 38 wherein the first current is
substantially equal to a difference between the fourth current
and the second current.

41. The system of claim 38 wherein the first circuitry
comprises an output transistor having an input terminal
adapted to receive a bias voltage, a second terminal coupled
to the reservoir capacitance and adapted to sink the second
current based on the charge stored by the reservoir capaci-
tance and the bias voltage, and a third terminal adapted to
provide the second current.

42. The system of claim 41 wherein the current mirror
provides the fourth current to the second terminal of the
output transistor and the first current is provided to the
reservoir capacitance from the second terminal of the output
transistor based on a difference between the fourth current
and the second current.

43. The system of claim 41 when a portion of the charge
is drawn from the reservoir capacitance by a load, a voltage
differential between the first and second terminals of the
output transistor decreases and the output transistor operates
to reduce the second current based on the reduced voltage
differential, thereby increasing the first current and restoring
the portion of the charge to the reservoir capacitance.

44. The system of claim 38 wherein the second circuitry
comprises:

a first current source adapted to sink a fifth current,

wherein the fifth current is a constant current; and

a second current source adapted to sink the third current

from the current mirror based on the second current
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such that a sum of the second current and the third
current is essentially equal to the constant current.

45. The system of claim 38 wherein when a portion of the
charge is drawn from the reservoir capacitance by a load, the
first circuitry operates to reduce the second current.

46. The system of claim 45 wherein when the second
current decreases, the second circuitry operates to increase
the third current such that the sum of the second and third
currents is essentially equal to a constant current.

47. The system of claim 46 wherein when the third current
increases, the current mirror further operates to increase the
fourth current to reflect the increase in the third current.

48. The system of claim 47 wherein the fourth current is
defined as the third current multiplied by the current mirror
gain ratio.

16

49. The system of claim 38 wherein the reservoir capaci-
tance, first circuitry, second circuitry, and the current mirror
are fabricated on a single semiconductor die.

50. The system of claim 41 further comprising voltage
bias circuitry adapted to receive a stable reference voltage
and provide the DC bias to the output transistor.

51. The system of claim 50 wherein the voltage bias
circuitry comprises an amplifier adapted to amplify the
stable reference voltage to provide the DC bias.

52. The system of claim 51 wherein the voltage bias
circuitry further comprises an output matching transistor in
a feedback loop of the amplifier, wherein the output match-
ing transistor compensates for a differential voltage between
the first and second terminals of the output transistor.

#* #* #* #* #*
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